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C    H    A    P.       VI. 

The  Hijiory  of  the  Phcenicians. 

SEC    T.      I. 

.    ^he  Defcription  of  Thosnice* 

THE  traft  we  commonly  call  Phoenicia,  is  more  ac- 
curately termed  Phoenice. 
Whence  it  borrowed  the  name,  is  not  determined.  Hamei 
Some  derive  it  from  one  Phcenix  * ;  others  **,  from  the  Greek 
word  Phcenix,  fignifying  a  palmy  or  date^  as  if  that  tree 
remarkably  abounded  in  this  country.  Some  again  fup« 
pofe  *^  that  Phoenice  is  originally  a  tranflation  of  the  He- 
brew word  Edoniy  from  the  Edomites,  who  fled  hither  in 
the  days  of  David.  By  the  contraftion  of  Canaan  it  was 
alfo  called  Chna,  and  anciently  Rhabbothin,  and  Col- 
pitis** (A).    The  Jews    commonly  named  it  Canaan®; 

though 

aSyncel.  p.  154,  b  Chrotit  Alex.  p«  158.  «Sir  Ifaac 

Newton's  Cbron.  of  Anc.  Kingd.  amended.         ^  Steph.  Byzant. 
ad  vocem  ^nlun»         *  Vide  Matt*  xv.  sa. 

(A)  This  laft    name  is  a  fett^  by  changing  the  Hebrew 

tranflation  of  .the  firft.    Rab"  tfirMo  the  Greek  /,  comes  rah* 

hot/en  is,   in  Hebrew,  a  great  iotertj  and,    with  a  little  va- 

gulfbj  or  hay^     From  rabhot'^  riadbn,    rhabbothin.     KoA9r©-, 

VoL.IL  B  colfoi 


fhe  Hlftory  of  the  Phcenicianf. 

tnough  fome  part  of  it,  at  lead,  they  knew  by  the  nartW 
of  Syrophoenice  ^  (B).  Such  were  the  names  peculiar  to 
this  fmall  country;  though  Phoenice  was  fometimes  ex* 
tended  to  all  the  maritime  countries  of  Syria  and  Judsea, 
and  Canaan  to  the  Philiftmes  *,  and  even  to  the  Amale^ 
kites.  On  the  contrary,  thefe  two  names,  and  the  reft, 
were  moft  generally  fwallowed  up  by  thofe  of  Faleftine 
and  Syriar(C). 

Tlie  proper  Phcenice,  as  far  as  we  can  gather  from 
flie  ancient  geographers,  lay  between  the  34th  and  36th 
degrees  of  north  latitude  5  bounded  by  Syria  on  the  north 
and  the  eaft,  by  Judsea  on  the  fouth,  and  by  the  Mediter- 
ranean on  the  weft.  There  is  fome  difagreement  among  ^ 
a^ithors  with  refpeft  to  the  northern  limits  of  this  coun- 
try, Ptolemy  makes  the  river  Eleutherus  the  boundary 
01  Phoenice  to  the  north  ;  but  Pliny  **,  Mela  %  and  Ste- 
phanus,  place  it  in  the  ifland  of  Aradus,  lying  north  rf 
that  river.  Strabo  obferves,  that  fome  will  have  the 
river  EleuthcEus  to  be  the  boundary  of  Seleucis,  on  the 
fide  of  Phoeni(?e  and  Ccelefyria^  On  the  coaft  of  Phce- 
nice, and  fouth  of  the  river  Eleutherus,  ftood  the  follow- 
ing cities:  Simyra,  Orthofia,  Tripolis,  Botrys,  Byblus^. 
Palaebyblus,  Berytus,  Sidon,  Sarepta,  Tyrus,  Palaetyrus. 
Simyra  is  mentioned  by  Pliny  and  Mela  as  (landing  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  river  Eleutherus.  Strabo  calls  it 
Taxymera,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  miftake.  Next  tO' 
Simyra.  Pliny  and  Mela  place  Marathos,  which  the  latter 
calls  a  City  of  fome  note;  but  neither  Ptolemy  nor  Strabo 
take  notice  of  it.  Orthofia,  or  Orthofias,  is  mentioned 
by  Ptolemy,  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  the  author  of  the  firft 
book  of  the  Maccabees  ^. 

^  Mark  viii.  26.  c  Zephan.  li.  5,  ^  Plin.  lib.  v.  cap.  20. 
«  Mela.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  ^Strabo.  lib.  xvi.  p.  518.  e  i  Maccab. 
XV.  37. 


eolfiosy  is  Greek  alfo  for  a  hay 
or  gulph;  whence  it  appears, 
that  colpitis^  or  colpites^  is  a 
tranflation  of  rbahhothin,  * 

(B)  Bochart  fuppofes,  that 
the  borderers,  both  upon  the 
Phoenician  and  Syrian  fide, 
were  called  by  the  common 
name  of  Syrophoenicians,  as 
partaking  equally  of  both  na- 
tions. 

(C)  Or  father  Phoenice^  Pa- 
leftine,  and  Syria,  were  pro- 


mifcuoufly.ufed  for  each  other, 
and  particularly  the  two  former. 
Phoenice  and  Faleftine,  fays 
StephanuS  Byzantinus,  were 
the  fame.  As  for  Syria,  we 
have  already  obferved  that,  in 
its  largeft  extent,  it  fometimes 
comprehended  Phoenice  and 
Coelefyria.  Herodotus  plainly 
confounds  thefe  three  names ; 
we  mean,  ufes  one  for  the 
other  indilferently» 

Sidoxi 


Tlxe  K^ory  x>f  the  Pk^nicmns. 

Sidon  w:e  may  properly  enough  call  the  metropolis  of  sUon. 
I^hoenice,  fince  it  feems  to  have  been  the  oldeft  city  of 
this  part,  borrowing  its  name  from  Sidon,  the  eldeft  fon 
of  Canaan,  by  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been  built  (D). 

It  was  feated  on  the  fea-fide,  and  provided  with  a  fummer 
and  winter  harbour  ^  (E),  or  one  much  more,  land-locked  or 
inclofed  than  the  other  ;  but  this  we  take  to  Jje  a  mif- 
lake  (F)  that  may  be  tolerably  accounted  for  (G).  It  is 
now^  called  Seyde. 

Tyre,    anciently    Sor  ('H),    is  commonly    called  the  qym 

daughter  of  Sidon,  aiid  flood  alfo  upon  the  fea,  two 

huildred 
i  Achil.  Tat«  apud.  Reland.  Falasllr.  illuftr* 


(t))  Trpgus  derives  the 
name  from  a  Phoenician  word, 
jUon  fignifying  a  Jijh;  and 
this  opinion  Bochart  gives  in- 
to ;  for  Seid,  the  name  of  this 
city  at  prefent,  is,  as  we  may 
render  it,  2i  fifhing-placc*  The 
fame  Bochart  feems  to  doubt 
whether  or  no  Canaan's  fon 
was  called  Sidon  ;  for,  by  that 
namey  Mofes  meant,  accord- 
ing to  him,  the  city  itfelf,  de- 
noting thereby  the  father  of 
the  Sidonians,  or  the  founder 
of  that  city,  whatfoever  his 
name  was ;  but  why  the  name 
of  the  eldefl:  fon  fhould  be 
pafled  over,  and  the  reft  fpe- 
cified,  is  what  we  are  not  abl6 
to  conceive.  Others  again  de- 
rive the  name  of  this  city  from 
Sida,  the  daughter,  as  they 
pretend,  of  Belus. 

(E)  We  find  no  mention 
made  of  a  double  harbour  by 
any  of  the  moft  accurate  tra- 
vellers and  geographers,  where- 
as there  are  ftill  vifible  marks 
of  this  at  Tyre.  This  city 
had  a  mole,  till  Faccardine,  the 
emir  of  the  Drufes,  demoliftied 
it,  to  free  himfelf  from  the  vi- 
iits  of  the  Turkifli  gallies  ;  fo 


that  now  the  fhipping  have  no 
other  fhelter  than  a  fmall  ledge 
of  rocks,  about  a  mile  diftant 
from  the  fhore^  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  city. 

(F)  It  is  obferved  that  Sido* 
.  nian  and  Tyrian  were  fyno- 

nimoufly  ufed.  Whether  or 
no  the  feeming  miftake,  here 
noted,  may  not  have  arileti 
from  fome  fuch  ufage,  we  leave 
the  reader  to  judge. 

(G)  It  is  at  this  day  pretty 
well  flocked  with  inhabitants, 
but  much  ftirunk  from  its  an- 
cient extent  and  fplendor,  as 
appears  from  the  veftiges  of  the 
ancient  city  that  are  left  ( i ). 

(H)  From  hence  this  city 
came  to  be  called  Sarra  by  the 
Latins,  and  not  from  far^  a 
Jijh^  as  Servius  upon  Virgil 
intimates.  From  hence  alfo, 
fay  they,  is  derived  Tyre ;  it 
being  the  Syrian  way  to  con- 
vert the  /  /,  or  y*  into  / ;  fo 
that  the  Syrians  pronounced  it 
Tor,  Tur,.  Tyr;  and  hence 
the  Greeks,  adding  their  ter- 
mination, formed  TtJpo?,  in 
Latin,  7yruu  Some  pretend 
that  this  city  gave  name  to  the 
whole  country  of  Syria ;  and 


(i)  Vide  Maundreirs  Journey%om  Aleppo  to  Jerufalem. 

B  z  ^t 


ne  Hiftory  of  the  Phoenician  f^ 

hundred  ftadia,  or  furlongs,  to  the  fouthward  of  Sidbni. 
Tyre  muft .  be  diftinguiftied  into  three  different  cities  ia 
order  of  time  ^  \  as  Tyre  on  the  continent,  or  Paele-'JCyrus 
(old  Tyre) ,  Tyre  on  the  ifland,  and  Tyre  on  the  penin-"  ' 
fula,  after  the  ifland  was  joined  to  the  main  land  (I).  It 
haJ  two  havens  (K),  one  looking  towards  Sidon,  the 
other  towards  Egypt  ^  This  city,  including  Palsetyrus^ 
was  nineteen  thoufand  paces  in  circumference  (L) ;  but  , 
by  itfelf,  only  twenty-two  furlongs,  or  not  quite  three  of 
our  miles  ™ ;  which  is  even  allowing  it  confiderably  too 
much,   if  our  modern  accounts   may  be  relied  on  (M)* 

However, 

k  Vide  Palaeftr.'illuftr.  vol.  ii.  ad  vocem  Tyrus.  i  Strabo. 

lib.  xvi.  p.  757.  m  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib/v.  cap.  19; 


that  Syria,  Tyria,  and  Afly- 
ria,  were  indifferently  ufurped 
for  each  other;  to  which 
opinion  we  cannot  aiTent,  This 
name  fignifies  a  rock ;  for  it 
ilood  upon  what  may  be  called 
a  rock. 

(I)  There  were  four  differ- 
ent places  in  Phoenice  which 
bore  the  name  of  Tyre. 

(K)  Thefe  were  formed  by 
the  ifthmus,  which  joined  the 
ifland  to  the  main  land,  and 
were  called,  the  one  Open,  and 
the  other  Clofe.  The  former 
looked  towards  Egypt,  was  the 
mofl  fouthern  of  the  two,  and 
accordingly  called  the  Egyp- 
tian port.  The  Sharif  Edryly 
fays,  that  one  of  thefe  ports 
had  an  arch  over  the  entrance 
of  it,  through  which  the  (hip- 
ping paffed ;  and  that  it  was 
fortified  with  a  chain  drawn 
acrofs  it.  Thefe  bays,  or 
port?,  are  ftill  pretty  large,  and, 
in  part,  defended  from  the 
.ocean,  each  by  a  long  ridge, 
refembling  a  mole,  flretching 
dire6lly  out  on  both  fides,  from 
the  head  of  the  ifland:  but 
whether  thefe  ridges  are  walls 
or  rocks  is  uncertain;    it  is 


moft  likely,  however,  that  they 
are  walls. 

(L)  From  hence  it  feems 
plain,  that  Tyre  on  the  ifland, 
and  old  Tyre  on  the  main, 
were  confidered  as  but  one 
city,  after  the  iflhmus  -was 
thrown  up  between  them  ;  and 
poflibry  they  may  have  had 
buildings  contiguous  to  each 
other.  If  Pliny's  numbers 
are  right,  the  old  city  mufi: 
have  been  by  much  the  mofl 
extenfive  part  of  the  whole, 
and  efpecially  as  the  place 
appears  at  this  day.  Accord- 
ing to  Pliny,  the  ifland  was  but 
feven  hundred  paces  from  the 
continent ;  whereas  Strabo 
fays  it  was  thirty  fladia,  or 
fomewhat  better  than  three  of 
our  miles,  from  Palaetyrus; 
and  according  to  the  fame  geo- 
grapher, Tyre  was  wholly  an 
ifland,  after  the  fame  manner 
as  Aradus,  excepting  the  arti- 
ficial iflhmus,  which  formed 
it  into  a  peninfula. 

(M)  By  them  it  appears 
that  Tyre  itfelf  was  but  a  fmall 
city  in  extent,  though  it  co- 
vered the  whole  ifland;  and 
the  fcantiuefs  of  their  ground 

was 
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However,  it  appears  that  this  famous  emporium  was 
never  of  very  great  extent.  It  could  extend  its  walls  no 
farther  than  the  borders  of  the  ifland  ;  for  this  reafon 
they  built  their  houfes  very  lofty,  with  many  diiFerent 
Tories.  The  buildings  of  this  city,  in  general,  were  fpa- 
cious  and  magnificent ;  and  above  the  reft  appeared  the 
temples  built  by  Hiram  to  Jupiter,  Hercules,  and  Aftarte"*. 
The  walls  of  Tyre  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high, 
proportionably  broad,  and  firmly  built  of  large  blocks  of 
;ftone,  bound  together  with  white  plafter ".  It  is  now 
called  Sur(O). 

Aradus  (P)  was  not,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  a  city  of  Phcenice^  Aradus» 
but  an   inland  city,  like  Tyre,  and  flood  oppofite  to  the 
fouthern  limits  of  the  fea-coaft  of  Syria.    That  the  Phoe- 
nicians, however,  reckoned  this  city  as   a  part  of  their 

aMcjiand.   &  Dius  apud  Jofeph.  Antiq.   lib.  viii.  cap.  2.  & 
apud  eund.    contra  Apion>   lib.  II.  ^  Arrian    de  Expedit; 

Alex.  Mag.  lib.  ii. 

was    doubtlefs    what   induced        fO)  It  is  now  a  mere  Babel 

them  to  raife  their  buildings  fo  of  broken  walls,  pillars,  vaults, 

high;    a  method  they  would  &c.  there  being  no  fuch  thing 

otherwtie    have    avoided,    for  as  one  entire  houfe  left.     I^ 

iear  of  earthquakes,  which  had  prefent  inhabitants   area  few 

threatened  them  with  dcftruc-  poor  wretches,  who  harbour  in 

tion.     At  prefent  the  ifland  vaults,  and  fubfifl   chiefly  by 

appears  to  have  been,   in  its  -fifhing. 

natural   flate,     of   a    circular        (P)  Bochart  takes  this,  ahd 

£orfB,  hardly  containing  forty  that   part    of    the    continent 

acres    of   ground ;     and    the  oppofite  to  it,  to  be  the  feat  of 

foundations  of  the  wall  which  the    Canaamtifli    tribe   called 

iurrounded  it  are  flill  to  be  Arvadites;  and  we  are   very 

ieenattheutmoft  margin  of  the  much  inclined  to  fubfcribe  to 

land*     If  then  it  be  true,  that  his  judgment  upon  this  head* 

the  whole  circuit  of  the  old  The  ifland  of  Aradus  is  about 

and    new  Tyre  amounted    to  twenty  fladia,  or  two  Roman 

nineteen    thoufand    paces,    or  miles  and  a  half  from  the  fliore, 

nineteen    Roman  miles,    and  and  about  feven-eighths   of  a 

that    they  were    diftant  from  Roman  mile  in  circumference. 

each    other    but   thirty-three  The  buildings  were  like  thofe 

fladia,   or  three  of   the  fame  ofTyre,  many  florieshigh  (2). 

miles   and  three    quarters,   it  By  the  fame  pen  we  are  told, 

muft  be  evident  that  the  old  that^the  Arabians,  when  befieg- 

city  flood   upon    much  more  ed,  could,  by  the  help  of  long 

ground  than  the  new.    A  good  tubes,    draw  up    frefli    water 

part  of  the  ifland  was  made  iirom  the  bottom  of  the  fea. 
'  ground,  as  we  call  it  ( i ).. 

(i)  See  Maundrell.  X^)  Strabo,  lib.  xvi. 

B  3  country, 
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country,  is  plain  from  the  authors  we  have  quoted  abovoi 
There  are  fomc  remains  of  it  ftill  extant  (Q^). 
VripoJL  Tripoli,  on  the  fca-coaft  of  the  continent,  derived  its 
origin  from  the  joint  contribution  of  the  three  cities  before 
mentioned,  Sidon,  Tyre,  and  Aradus.  Accordingly,  it 
was  compofed  at  firft  of  three  diftinft  cities,  a  furlong 
diftant  from  each  qther,  inhabited  by  three  different 
draughts  or  colonies,  but  all  within  one  common  inclo- 
fure  or  wall  *•  It  is  ftill  a  confiderable  place  (R),  and 
bears  its  old  name. 

fijblus*  Byblus  is  reported,  to  have  been  the  firft  city  built  in 

this  country ;  but  whether  we  are  here  to  underftand  the 
Byblus  which  flood  on  the  fea,  or  the  Old  Byblus  (Palae- 
byblus),  which  was  within  the  land,  we  cannot  deter- 
mine (S). 

§frjfiui9  Berytus  muft  not  have  been  ijiuch  inferior  lo  Byblus  in 

antiquity,  fince  it  is  faid  to  have  been  ftanding  in  the  days 
of  Cronus.  Under  the  Ron^an  emperors,  it  was  no  lefs 
famous  for  the  ftudy  of  the  law  in  the  Eaft,  than  Rome 
was  in  the  Weft  ;*  whence  it  was  ftyled,  by  the  emperor 
Juftinian,  **  the  mother  and  nurfe  of  the  laws."  The 
civil  la\^  was  there  taught  in  Greek,  as  it  was  at  Rome  in 
Latin.  By  whom  this  academy  was  founded  is  not  cer- 
tainly known  j  but  that  it  flouriflied  long  before  the  reign 
of  the  emperor  Dioclefian,  is  manifeft  from  a  decree  of 
that  prince  ^,  From  this  academy  the  two  famous  civilians 
Dorotheus  and  Anatolius  were  called  by  Juftinian,  that, 
jointly  with  others,  they  might  have  a  fhare  in  comparing 
the  Digefts  5  and  that  prince  would  allow  of  no  other 
academies  but  thofe  of  Rome,  Berytus,  and  Conftanti- 
nople,  to  es^plain  the  laws  ^  It  is  now  called  Barut,  ox 
Berofot(T)., 

Sarepta, 

X  DIod.  Sic.  lib.  xvi.  cap*  41.     7  Cod.  Leg.  i.  lib.  x«      '  Juilin^ 
Prooem.  Digcft. 

'(  QJ  ^^  feems  to  the  eye  to  ruins  and  pillars  of  granite  (3). 
be  not  above  two  or  khree  fur-  (S)  Byblus  was  the  feat  of 
Jongs  in  length,  and  is  wholly  the  famous  fuperflition  in  me» 
filled  up  with  tall  buildings,  mory  of  Adonis.  It  is  plea- 
like caftles.  The  Turks  call  faritly  fituated;  but,  at  pre^ 
itRu-ad(2),  ^  fent,  is  but  fmall,  though 
(R)  There  arefome  remains  large  enough  for  its  few  inha- 
of  the  ancient  city,  or  cities,  bitants(4). 
ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  fields  near  (T)  "  At  prefent  it  retains 
|he  ftiore,  and  many  heaps  of  nothing  of  its  ancient  felicity, 

(l)M^Hndrclj,  (?)  W^'n*  (4)W9nJ. 
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Sarfepta,  as  it  is  called  by  St.  Luke  ^,,  and  by  Pliny  *,  or  'Sar^^k^ 
Zarpath,  as  we  read  in  the  Hebrew,  and,  in  our  verfion 
Zarephath*,  where  the  prophet  Elijah  dwelt  fome  time, 
and  raifed  the  widow's  fon,  flood  between  Sidon  and  Tyre, 
but  was  fubjcft  to  the  former;  whence  it  is  called  a  city 
of  Sidon.  Jofephus  writes  it  Sarephtha  ^.  1  he  wine  of 
this  diftriiSl  is  commended  by  fevcral  writers  of  the  later  • 
ages.  Between  Sarepta  and  Tyre  a  river  empties  itfelf 
into  the  fea,  which  the  modern  geographers  call  Eleu- 
therus ;  but  no  river  between  thefe  two  cities,  bearing 
that  name,  was  known  to  the  ancients.  Ehoeniqe  ex- 
tended, .  according  to  Ptolemy,  even  beyond  Mount  Car- 
melus  \  for  that  geographer  places  in  Phoenice  not  only 
Ecdippa  and  Ptolemais,  but  Sycaminum  and  Dsera,  which 
iland  fouth  of  that  mountain.  As  thefe,  however,  be- 
longed, properly  fpeaking,  to  Paleftine,  we  (hall  have 
occafion  to  mention  them  hereafter. 

We  will  not  take   upon  us  to  mark  out  the  bounds  of  Phcenicla 
the  midland  Phcenice.     Ptolemy  reckons  in  it  the  follow-  ^^diterra-* 
ing    towns;    Area,    Pal^ebyblus  (Old   Byblus),  Gabala,  "^^* 
and  CaEfjprea  Paniae.     This  province  was  conliderably  ex- 
tended in  the  times  of  Chriftianity ;    when,  being  con- 
fidered  as  a  province  of  Syria,  it  included  not  only  Da- 
mafcus,  but  Palmyra  alfo  % 

The  foil  of  this  .country  is   good,  and  prpduftive  of  Soil  and 
many  necefiaries    for   food  and  cloa thing.     The    air  is  C'//>«fl/#. 
wholefome,  and  the  climate  agreeable.     It  is  plentifully    ^ 
Axratered  by  fmall  riycr^ ;    which,    running  down   from 
Mount  Libanus,  fometimes  fwell  to  an  immoderate  de- 
gree, either  increafed  by  the   melting  of  the  fnows  on 
ithat  mountain,  or  by  heavy  rains.     Upon  thefe  occafions 
they  overflow,  to  the  great  danger  and   hindrance  of  the 
^ra»eller,    and  .damage  of  the   country.     Among  thefe 

^  Luke,  cap,  iy.  ver.  ^6,        »  P\iny,  lib.  v.  cap,  i^.    «  i  Kings, 
xvii.  9,10.  b  Jofepb.  Antiq.  lib.  fViil.  cap.  7.  c  Vide 

iReland.  paUell.  lUultr.  p.  %ij. 

except   the  iituation  ;  and,  in  ing,  and  all  other  noxious  and 

that  particular,    it    is    indeed  unwhotcfome   effcifts    of  that 

very  happy.     It  is  feated  on  element.     It  has  the  benefit  x>f 

the    fea-lide,  in  a  foil   fertile  good     frefh     fprings    flowing 

and  delightful,  raifed  only  fo  down   to  it  from  the  adjacenijc 

high  above  the  fait  water,  as  hills  (5).'' 
$0  be  fecure  from  its  overflow- 

(5)  MaurTdrelL 

3  4  livers 
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rivers  is  that  of  Adonis^  which  we  fhall  hare  occafion  to 
mention  anon.  . 
Natural  The  fea,  on  this  coaft,  formerly  produced  a  quantity 

^wrtofitut.  pffuchfilh,  as,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  redounded 
to  the  profit  of  Tyre  in  particular ;  we  mean  the  murex^ 
with  which  they  died  the  choiceft  purple :  and  on  the 
Ihore  was  a  fand  wherewith  the  firft  and  bed  glafs  was 
made ;  a  ftaple  manufafture  of  this  ancient  country.  To 
thefc  particulars  we  (hall  add  a  remarkable  property  of 
the  river  Adonis ;  at  certain  fqafons,  and  upon  certain 
occafions,  it  appears  bloody.  Hence  was  contfnucd,  at 
leaft,  the  fuperftitious  ceremony  performed  in  memory  of 
Thammuz,  or  Addnis,  yearly  wounded.  The  caufe  of 
this  red  appearance  of  the  river  was  anciently  known,  and, 
by  thofe  who  were  not  fo  fuperftitious  as  the  reft  of  their 
contemporaries  and  countryme;n,  afcribed  to  a  kind  of  mi- 
nium or  red  earth  which  it  brought  away,  when  fwelled 
to.  an  unufual  height  *.  It  is  ftill  fubjed):  to  the  fame 
colour  in  the  time  of  floods  (U). 

There  are  yet  fome  few  remains  of  the  ancient  fplendor 
of  this  now  defolate  land.  Thevenot  ^  tells  us  there  are 
fine  antiquities  to  be  feen  at  Tyre,  but  does  not  fpecify 
them.  Sandys  ^  could  difcover  nothing  there  but  an  heap 
of  ruins.  The  moft  modern  travellers  are  more  particular. 
They  take  notice  of  the  ruins  of  the  metropolitan  church, 
near  which  is  a  pillar  of  unufual  dimenfions ;  which  one 
♦  reprefents  as  a  triple,  another  as  a  double  column,  or  two 
joined  together.  It  is  of  granite,  one  entire  block,  four- 
fcore  feet  long  (X). 

Some  veftiges  of  what  Sidon  once  was,  are  to  be  ken 
among  the  gardens  without  the  walls  of  the  prefent  city  ; 
fuch  as  beautiful  columns,  and  other  fragments  of  marble. 

Here  they  pretend  to  fliew  a  monument  of  great  anti- 
quity, no  lefs  than  the  tomb  of  Zebulon,  ftanding  within 
a  fmall  chapel  in  a  garden,    and   highly  revered  by  the 

a  Vide  Luc.  dc  Dea  Syr.  ^  Travels  into  the  Levant,  part 

i.  book  ii.  cap.  6o.  ^  Lib*  iii.  p.  168. 

(U) — "  We  faw— the  water  lars,  including  a  defcription  of 

(of  the  river  Adonis) — ftained  what  are  called  Solomon's  Cif- 

to  a  furprifing  rednefs,  and —  terns,  the  reader  may  confult 

'     obferved— it    had  difcoloured  the  travels  of'DeBruyn,  La 

the  fea  a  great  way  into  a  red-  Roque,  and  Maundrell's  Jour-* 

difli  hue  (^)."  ney   from  Aleppp   to  Jerufa- 

(X)    For   further   particu-  1cm. 

(6)  Maundrell,  p.  34. 

Jews, 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Thsntcians. 

Jfews.  This  tomb  is  made  of  two  ftones  only ;  the  one 
fuppofed  to  be  at  the  head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet  of 
the  deceafed.  Their  diftance.is  better  than  ten  of  our 
feet ;  which  they  give  out  to  have  been  the  ftature  of  this 
patriarch  ^. 

At  Byblus,  alfo,  are  many  heaps  of  ruins,  and  fine 
pillars,  rcattered  up  and  down  in  the  gardens  near  the 
prcfent  town.  Finally,  on  the-  continent,  a  little  fouth- 
ward  of  the  ifle  of  Aradus,  whereon  the  city  of  that  name 
anciently  ftood,  are  feveral  antiquities  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary kind.  The  firft  is  a  dike,  thirty  yards  over  at 
top,  cutout  of  the  firm  rock.  Its  fides  flope  down,  with 
ftairs  cut  alfo  out  of  the  rock,  and  defcending  gradually 
from  top  to  bottom.  This  dike  ftretches  in  a'direft  line, 
eaft  and  weft,  more  than  a  furlong,  bearing  continually 
the  fame  figure  of  ftairs,  running  in  right  lines  all  along 
fts  fides.  It  breaks  oiF  at  laft  at  a  flat  marfhy  ground, 
extending  about  two  furlongs  between  it  and  the  fea.  A 
little  to  the  fouthward  of  this  dike,  there  is  a  court  of  fifty- 
five  yards  fqnare,  cut  alfo  in  the  natural  rock ;  the  fides  of 
which  ftand  around  it  about  three  yards  high,  fupplying 
the  place  of  walls.  On  three  fides  it  is  thus  encompafled, 
but  to  the  northward  it  lies  open.  In  the  center  of  this 
area,  a  fquare,  part  of  the  ro6k  is  left  ftanding,  three 
yards  high,  and  five  and  a  half  fquare  :  this  ferves  for  a 
pedeftal  to  a  throne  cbmpofed  of  four  large  ftones,  two  at 
the  fides,  one  at  the  back,  and '  one  at  the  top, .  in  the 
manner  of  a  tribunal,  or  canopy.  This  whole  ftrufture 
IS  about  twenty  feet  high,  and  faces  the  open  fide  of  the 
court.  The  ftone  that  forms  the  cano'py  is  five  yards  and 
three  quarters  fquai*e,  adorned  with  a  handfome  cornice. 
At  the  two  innermoft  angles  of  the  court,  and  likewife  at 
the  open  fide  are  left  pillars  of  the  natural  rock,  three  aft 
each  of  the  former,  and  two  at  the  latter. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  of  this  court,  and 
this  throne,  are  two  towers,  fuppofed  to  be  fepulchral 
monuments,  for  they  ftand  over  an  ancient  burying-place. 
They  are  about  ten  yards  diftant  from  each  other,  one  in 
form,  a  cylinder,  crowned  by  a  multilateral  pyramid^ 
thirty-three  feet  high»  including  the  pedeftal,  which  is 
ten  feet  high  and  fifteen  fquare.  The  other  is  a  long 
cone,  difcontinued  at  about  the  third  part  of  its  height, 
and,  inftead  of  ending  in  a  point,  wrought  into  an  he- 
mifpherical  form.    It  ftands  upon  a  pedeftal  fix  feet  high, 

^  Tbeven.  Voy,  au  Levant.    Sandys's  Travels. 

and 
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and  fisrtecn  feet  fix  inches  fquare,  adorned,  at  each  angl^ 
with  the  figure  of  a  lion  in  a  fitting  pofture,  pretty  much 
defaced,  though  the  fculpture  appears  to  have  been  but 
indifferent.  Under-ground  there  are  fquarrch^inbers,  of 
convenient  height  for  a  man,  and  long  cells  branching 
out  from  them,  varioufly  difpofed,  of  different  lengths, 
wherein  the  dead  bodies  were  depofited.  Thefe  fubter* 
raneous  chambers  and  ceUs  are  likewife  cut  out  of  the 
hard  rock  *. 


Govern* 
ment. 


S  E  C   T.    IL 

Of  the  Antiquity^  Government ,  Laws^  Religion,  Cuf' 
tomSj  Arts,  Learning  and  frade  of  the  Ancient  Phoi^ 
niciam. 


JLntiquity.     T 


T  is  univerfally  allowed  that  the  Phoenicians  were 
Canaanites  (Y)  by  defcent ;  nothing  is  plainer,  or  lefs 
jcontefled,  and  therefore  it  w^re  time  loft  to  prove  it.  We 
fliali  .only  add  that  theix  blood  muft  have  been  mixed  with 
that  of  foreigners  in  procefs  of  time^  as  it  happens  in  all 
trading  places  j  and  that  many  ftrange  families  muft  have 
fettled  among  them,  who  could  confequently  lay  no  clain^ 
to  this  remote  origin,  how  much  foev^r  they  may  have 
ibeen  called  Phoenicians,  and  reckoned  of  the  fame  de- 
fcent with  the  ancient  proprietors. 

The  Phoenicians  were  governed  by  kings,  and  their 
territory,  as  fraall  a  flip  as  it  was,  included  feveral  king- 
doms •,  namely,  thofe  of  Sidon,  Tyre,  Aradus^  Berytus, 
and  Byblus.  In  this  particular  they  imitated  and  ad- 
hered to  the  primitive  government  of  their  forefathers, 
who,  like  the  other  Canaanites,  were  under  many  petty 
princes,  to  whom  they  allowed  the  foyereign  dignity, 
feferving  to  themfelyjes  the  natural  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind. 

^  Vide  Msuindreil. 


(Y),  Bochart  infinuates  (7), 
that  the  Canaanites  were  afham- 
of  their  name,  on  account  of 
the  curfe  denounced  on  their 
progenitor,  and  terrified  by 
^he  wars  fo  vigoroufly  and  fuc- 
jcefsfully  waged  on  them  by  the 
Ifraelites,  pualy  bccaufe  they 
were  Canaanites ;  .  and  that, 


therefore,  to  avoid  the  igno- 
miny of  the  one,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  the  other,  they  abjured 
their  old  name,  and  changed  it 
for  Phoenicians,  Syrians,  Sy- 
rophcenicians,  and  AfTyrians, 
Heidegger  conjecflures  alfo, 
that  they  wereailiamedof  the^ 
anceflor  Canaan* 


ti)  Vide  Pl»leg>  lib.  iv«cap.  34. 
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We  have  no  particular  fyftem  of  the  civil  laws,  and 
fliall  therefore  pafs  to  their  religion. 

The  Phoenicians,  being  originally  Canaariites,  ^  muft  Reiigm^ 
once,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  kindred,  have  had  a 
knowlege  of  the  true  God,  whom  they  probably  called 
Baal,  or  Lord.  But,  by  degrees,  degenerating  to  the 
deification  and  worflaip  of  fuch  as  were  once  mortals  like 
themfelves,  they  became  perverfe  and  blind  idolaters,. 
The  chief  of  their  deities,  in  order  as  we  find  them  in 
their  own  records,  are  thefe ;  Beelfamen,  which,  in  Phoe- 
nician, is  lord  of  heaven^  thereby  meaning  the  fun  5  Cro- 
nus, or  Baal  who  is  likely  to  have  been  the  Baal-Berith,  or 
the  Cronus  anciently  worfhipped  at  Berytus ;  Aftarte ;  Cro- 
nus, or  Baal  the  fecond;  Zeus  Belus,  or  Baal  (A)  5  Apol- 
lo 5  Melicarthus,  Melcartus,  or  Hercules*.  Thefe  are 
the  gods  we  Ihall  chiefly  take  notice  of  here  ;  the  reft  we 
have  fpoken  of  at  latge  in  the  antiquities  and  mythology 
of  this  people.  We  fliall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  almoft 
certain,  the  Phcenician  idolatry  and  fuperftition  was  not 
all  their  own ;  and  that  their  fubjeftion  to  the  AiTyrians, 
Babylonians,  Perfians,  and  Greeks,  made  great  altera- 
tions in  the  whole  fyftem  of  their  religion.- 

How  far  they  retained,  or  loft,  a  due  fenfe  and  notion 
jof  the  true  God  in  this  their  multifarious  idolatry,  is  hard 
to  determine.  It  is  reported  of  the  Egyptiansi  that,  amid  ft 
their  endlefs  polytheifm,  they  ftill  acknowleged  one  fu- 
preme  God ;  and  fince  the  religion  of  the  old  Phoeni- 
cians was  in  fubftance  hardly  different  from  that  qf  the 
Egyptians  (B),  it  is  vety  probable,  that  their  theory  and 

doftrine 

»  Vide  Sclden  deDiis  Syr.    Syntag.  ii.  cap.  7. 


(A)  Here  we  have  no  lefs 
than  three  Baals,  who  are  faid 
Co  have  been  once  mortal  men, 
a  circumftahcc  which  might 
fajrly,  induce  one  to  think  that 
the  learned  are  miilaken  in 
fuppofing  the  Phoenician  god 
Baal,  in  general,  reprefented 
the  fun. 

(B)  Bifhop  Cumberland 
draws  the  following  parallel 
between  them,  to  (hew  how 
nearly  they  were  related, 
f^  I .  Plutarch  makes  Oiiris  the 
^n  of  m^e^^  a  wife  of  Qro« 


nus  ;  fo  Sanchoniatho  owns 
Rhea     married     to     Cronus, 

2.  Plutarch  makes  Ifis  find, 
at  Byblus,  a  king  called  Mel- 
cander,  and  that  name  is 
plainly  derived  from  the  He- 
brew Melee,  or.  Moloch ; 
which  title,  the  bifhop  thinks, 
was  appropriated  eminently  to 
Cronus  or  Ham  in  old  times, 

3,  The  queen,  whom  liis 
found  at  Byblus,  Plutarch  tells 
us,  is  by  feme  called  Aftarte, 
(or  Afparte,  as  it  is  in  the 
Greek)  5  which  is  the  name  of 


la  7he  Hi/lory  afthe  ThosnictanSm 

doftrinc  agreed  together,    as  well  as  their  praftice  and 
traditions.  / 

How  they  reprefented  Beelfamen,  we  no  where  find. 
We  are  of  opinion,  that  they  did  not  reprefent  him  at 
all ;  for,  meaning  by  him,  in  a  more  efpecial  manneri 
the  Sun,  whom  they  had  daily  before  their  eyes  in  all  his 
glory,  it  is  likely  they  made  their  addrefles  immediately 
to  him,  according  to  the  ancient  rite^  There  were  many 
Baals  •*.  The  Baal  of  Sidon  was  called  ThalaiTms,  or  the 
Sea  Baal*.  There  was  Baal -Berith  (C),  and  others,  each 
reprefented,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  under  his  proper  attri- 
butes; but  we  know  nothing  particular  of  their  idols. 
Baal  is  called  fometimes  a  god,  and  fometimes  a  god- 
defs ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Aftarte  is  fometimes 
termed  a  goddefs,  and  fometimes  a  god  (D) ;  but,  by  the 
Phoenician  mythology  ihe  was  indifputably  a  goddefe ; 
for  there  we  find  her  mentioned  as  the  mother  of  many 
children.  She  is  particularly  called  the  goddefs  o£  the 
Sidonians,  and,  in  Hebrew,  Aflitaroth  (E).  Sorpe  ^  will 
have  it,  (he  was  fo  called,  becaufe  fibe  was  reprefented  in 
the  form  of  a  ftieep.  But  this  is  rejefted  as  a  groundlefe 
notion.    She  was   certainly  reprefented  like  Ifis,    wijh 


b  1  Corinth.  viii«  5.  «=  Hcfych. 

Selden  de  Diis  Syr.  Syntag.  ii«  cap,  a. 


<i  K.  Kimcb.  apud 


one  of  Cronus'3  wives  in  San- 
choniatho.  4.  Plutarch  makes 
Typhon  a  contemporary  with 
Cronus  and  his  children  ;  fo 
doth  Sanchoniatho."  When 
the  whole  is  weighed  on  each 
fide,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  that 
the  ancient  mythology  of  both 
was  derived   from   the    fame 

fource. 

(C)  This  is  a  farther  proof 
with  us,  that  all  the  Baals  of 
the  Phoenicians  were  not  in- 
tended for  the  fun.  We  here 
iee  one  denominated  from  the 
fca,  a  lord  of  the  fea,  as  well 
as  a  lord  of  heaven ;  which 
feems  to  diflinguifh  them  into 
two  very  different  deities .  We 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  they 
had  different  genealogies  for, 
and  traditions  of,  all  their  Baals, 


(D)  This  arofe  from  the 
Hebrews  knowing  no  diflinc- 
tion  of  fex  in  the  gods. 

(£)  Afhtaroth,  which  figni- 
fies  Jlocks  of  Jheep  or  goats* 
It  is  conjedured  that  men,,  in 
ancient  times,  being  chiefly 
addii^d  to  a  pai^oral  life,  and 
delighting  chiefly  in  that  em • 
ployment,  drew  their  favourite 
fimilies  of  beauty  from  thence. 
This  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  reafon  why  Aflitaroth,  or 
Aflarte,  was  fo  called.  It  was 
firil:  darted  by  bilhop  Cumber- 
land that  her  firfl  name  was 
Naamah.  He  tells  us,  that 
he  could  not  think  of  Plu- 
tarch's Nemanus,  Cronus's 
wife,  but  Naamah  came  into 
his  mind. 

COW8 
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cowi  horns  on  her  head  (F),  and  for  the  fame  reafon, 
that  is,  to  reprefent  the  moon's  increafe  and  decreafe ; 
for  (he  was  undoubtedly  confecrated  into  that  planet, 
and  adored  under  the  ftyle  of  Queen  of  Heaven.  She 
was  alfo  the  Phoenician  Aphrodite,  or  Venus  (G). 

As  there  were  many  Baals,  fo  alfo  there  were  divers  Af- 
tartes.    She  went  under  different  names,  and  was  doubtlefs 
Very  varioufly  reprefented  (H).   She  b  faid  to  have  confe- 
crated 


>3 


(F)  Aftarte,  we  are  told, 
put  on  a  bull's  head,  as  the 
mark  of  her  fovereignty ;  bi^t 
Mercury  claps  on  a  bull's  or 
ox*s  head  upon  Ifis,  to  fupj^y 
the  place  of  her  diadem,  which 
the  enraged  Orus  had  torn  off. 
We  may  fee,  by  both  thcfe 
flories,  that  the  oic's  head  was 
efteemed  an  enfigii  of  fupreme 
dignity ;  and  that  Aftarte  and 
Ifis  were  names  for  one  perfon. 
Bochart  obferves,  that  the 
word  Afhtaroth  may  be  ex- 
tended to  herds  in  general, 
and  is  not  confined  to  fmaller 
cattle  only ;  and  inlinuates, 
that  file  may  be  the  Grecian 
lo,  turned  into  a  cow. 

(G)  Cicero,  in  his  difcourfe 
De  Nat.  Deor.  ^enumerating 
the  feveral  Venufes ;  *'  The 
fourth,"  fays  he,  "  was  a  Sy- 
rian of  Tyre,  called  Aftarte, 
who,  as  the  tradidon  goes, 
married  Adonis."  That  (he 
was  a  Venus,  we  underiland 
from  feveral  other  writers ; 
but,  for  the  prcfent,  (hall  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  this  one 
very  plain  teftimony ;  upon 
which  we  beg  leave  -to  ani- 
madvert a  little,  Cicero  places 
her  the  fourth  in  order,  which, 
we  apprehend,  he  docs,  as 
fuppoiing  the  three  that  pre- 
cede her  in  his  account  to  be 
older  than  ihe.  Again,,  (he 
marries  Adonis,  who  is  uni- 


verfally  allowed  to  be  an  Af- 
fyrian  by  defcent.  What  are 
.we  to  fconclude  from  hence  ? 
Why,  it  feems  apparent  e- 
nough,  that  the  fuperftition  in 
honour  of  Adonis  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Alfyrians,  when 
they  conquered  Phoenice ;  and 
that  Aftarte  was  his  contem- 
porary. Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  in 
his  Chronology  of  Ancient 
Kingdoms  amended,  reckons 
that  the  Baalim  and  Afhta- 
roth came  originally  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tigris, -whence 
they  migrated  into  Phoenice. 
Hence  he  derives  all  the  fuper- 
ilition  and  idolatry  of  the  Phce- 
4iician3  and  Syrians:  *' The 
Tyrian,  Syrian,  and  AfTyriaa 
Belus,"  fays  he,  "  were  all 
one."  If  we  might  be  allow- 
ed to  declare  our  lentiments  on 
this  head,  we  could  add,  that 
the  greatefl  part  of  what  wc 
know^of  the  Phoenician  reli- 
gion is  of  Affyrian  origin ;  and 
that,  it  was  impofed  on  them 
together  with  the  AfTyrian 
yoke. 

(H)  We  cannot  doubt  but 
ihe  was  pidured  as  varioufly 
as  the  characters  ihe  bore,  and 
the  attributes  beflowed  on  her, 
required.  She  was  pidured 
with  arms,  as  the  goddefs  of 
war.  In  her  temple  on  Mount 
Libanus,  where  we  was  mourn- 
ing her  loA  Adonis,   her  hea4 

wa» 
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•  ^ 

;  crated  Tyre,  by  depbfiting  a^  fallen  ftar  in  the  placfc  *  (I;# 
We  have  little  or  nothing  to  fay  of  their  Apollo  (K)/ 
He  is  taken  for  the  Phut  of  Mofes,  and  Put,  whence  the 
Pythius  ^  of  the  Greeks.  Hercules  or  Melcartus  (L)  was 
the  great  and  ancient  god  of  Tyre.  They  anciently  repre- 
fented  him  in  no  form.  His  temple  had  no  images  in  it, 
an  undeniable  proof  of  his  great  antiquity.  However^ 
they  deviated  afterwards  from  this  laudable  euftom,  as 
will  appear  when  we  come  to  the  reign  of  king  Hiram* 
Among  their  gods  we  may  alfo  place  Adonis,  Thammuz, 
or  OfiHs  (M) ;  nor  muft  we  forget  the  Pataeci  (N)  they 

carried 

^  Vide  Bochart  Geogr,  Sacr.  lib. 


e  Suid.  at  Vocera  ^A^-et^m, 
\,  cap.  3.  col.  II. 

was  muffled  up  in  a  veil';  her 
left-hand,  which  was  under 
her  mantle,  fupported  her 
head ;  and  floods  of  tears 
ilreamed  down  her  cheeks,  ft 
mull  have  been  an  Aftarte  that 
Lucian  faw  crowned  with  a 
tower,  and  with  a  iiilrum  in 
her  hand,  fupported  by  lions  ; 
but  we  cannot  difcover  from 
him  in  what  temple,  or  where, 
he  faw  this  idol.  Jt  cannot  be 
the  Syrian  goddefs,  as  he  calls 
•  her,  of  whom  he  gives  a  dif- 
ferent defcription.  This  laft 
idol  refembles  in  fome  particu- 
lars, certain  images  of  I  lis; 
but  to  trace  her  out  through 
all  her  forms,  is  a  tafk  we  are 
unequal  to,  for  want  of  proper 
lights. 

(I)  Hence  it  was,  we  fup- 
pofe,  that  fhe  was  worfliipped 
as  a  ftar ;  and  hence  the  no- 
tion of  the  liar,  or  globe  of 
light,  which,  at  certain  times, 
darted  down  from  the  top  of 
Mount  Libanus  near  her 
temple  at  Aphac,  and  plunged 
itfelf  into  the  river  Adonis  be- 
low, and  was  thought  to  be 
Venus. 

(K)  We  only  know,  that  he 
was  in    great   repute   among 


them ;  and  that  the  Tynans, 
when  befieged  by  Alexander, 
were  fo  much  afraid  that  he 
fhould  leave  them,  and  go  over 
to  the  enemy,  that  they  chain- 
ed him  with  golden  chains  to 
the  altar  of  Hercules. 

(L)  So  called  from  melec' 
cartha^  the  king  of  the  city^ 
which  Bochart  fuppofes  to  be 
Tyre.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  re- 
jects this  notion,  and  rather 
derives  his  name  from  his  hav- 
ing been  the  founder,  or  go- 
vernor, or  prince  of  the  city 
of  Carteia  in  Spain.  Hefy- 
chius  fays,  that  the  Hamathu- 
fians  called  Hercules  by  the 
name  of  Malic.  Pliny  calls 
him,  corruptly,  Midacritus* 
He  was  a  great  navigator,  and 
the  firft  that  brought  lead  from 
the  Caffiterides,  or  iflands  of 
Britain.  According  to  others, 
he  invented  the  art  of  dying 
purple,  from  feeing  by  acci- 
dent a  dog's  mouth  llained  by 
the  juice  of  the  murex. 

(M)  They  were  certainly 
.but  one,  or  meant  the  fame  ob- 
jed.  Whence  the  people  of 
Amuthu^,  an  ancient  city  of 
Cyprus,  formed  their  Adono- 
£ns,  which  is  a  compound  of 

both 
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tarried  about  in  the  prows  of  their  Ihips  s.  Other  dei- 
ties they  had,  which  we  know  nothing  of.  'The  Cabiri 
will  have  their  turn  in  the  Grecian  mythology. 

Beelfailien  we  underftand  to  have  been,  in  an  efpecial 
manner,  the  fun  bimfelf ;  and  to  him  they  addreffed 
thcmfelves  with  their  arms  ftretched  out.  What  elfe  was 
pra£kifed,  when  they  made  their  addreffes  to  the  fun  only, 
we  no  where  find. 

Baal  had  his  prophets,  and  his  priefts,  in  great  num-  TXWr 
bers.     We  read  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  them,  fed  at  pHe/fs^  rt^ 
Jezebel's  table  only.    They  were  wont  to  offer  bumt-of-  ik^ouscuf^ 
ferings  and  facrifices  to  this  god,  and  to  dance  about  the  '^^'* 
altar,  with  violent  gefticulations.     Having  worked  thcm- 
felves to  a  pitch  of  phrenfy,  by  this  exercife*  and  a  violent 
ftraining  of  their  voices,  they  began  to  cut  their  bodies 
with  knives  and  lancets ;  then  they  pretended  to  prophecy, 
or,  rather,  raved,  as  if  poflefTed  by  fome  invifible  power**. 
Nor  need  we  wonder  at  this  extravagance,  confidcring 
their  more  barbarous  cuftom,  in  earlier  days,  of  facrificing 
even  fuch  perfons  as  were  moft  dear  to  them,  to  appeafc 
or  reconcile  their  falfe  gods,  when  they  laboured  under 
any  public  calaiftities.     This  inhuman  practice  is  charged 
home  upon  them,  not  only  by  the  tcftimony  of  others  \ 
but  by  their  own  confeflion,  and  they  had  it  in  common 
wth  the   Egyptians.      But  it  was  difcontinued  here,  as 


c  Herodot.  lib.  iij.  cap.  3.7.       ^  Vide  PatrickJn  loc.        i  VqT" 
plsyr.  vm  dvx^St  lib.  ii.  iecV,  56,  &€•  ' 


both  the  names,  Adonis  and 
Ofiris ;  for  the  Phoenicians 
and  Egyptians  laid  equal  claim 
to  him  under  different  appel- 
lations, though  he  was  cer- 
tainly an  Egyptian.  So  then 
the  beautiful  Adonis,  begot- 
ten by  Cinyras  an  Aflyrian, 
is  in  reality  the  Egyptian  Ofi- 
ris. The*  ceremonies  per- 
formed in  their  honour  were 
almofl  the  fame.  Both  the  na- 
tions in  this  cafe  meant  no 
other  than  the  fun  ;  concern- 
ing whofe  approach  and  de- 
{Kirture  they  framed  fuch  fables 
as  might  beft  take  with  the 
people.    The  month  of  June 


was  the  feafon  when  all  this 
fuperftition  was  tranfa£bed  both 
by  the  Phoenicians  and  Egyp- 
tians. Vide  Marfh.  Can* 
Chron.  fee.  i. 

(N)  They  were  fmall  ftatues. 
Herodotus  compares  them  to 
pigmies.  Hefychius  and  Sui» 
das  will  have  them  to  have 
been  placed  in  the  poops  of  the 
fhips.  The  fafhion  was,  no 
doubt,  changed  in  the  great 
length  of  time  between  them 
and  Herodotus.  They  werD 
the  tutelar  gods  of  fea-faring 
men,  and  carried  about  for 
protection  from  difafters  of  the 
fea«    See  Selden  de  Diis  Syr. 

well 
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'    well  as  in  Egypt,  pretty  early ;  at  what  tirne,  and  upon 
what  motives,  we  carinot  explain. 

Many  priefts,   or  prophets,  attended  alfo  on  Aftarte* 

Our  veriion  calls  them  **  prophets  of  the  groves ;"  but 

Mr.  Selden  has  proved,  by  comparing  many  paflages  of 

#  Scripture  together,  that  they  were  the  priefts  of  Aftarte  ^ 

and  fome,  who  know  npt  how  to  cpnteft.this  interpreta- 
tion, believe  that  goddefs  was  worfhipped  in  a  grove^ 
which  conjefture  is  very  likely ;  fuch  places  being,  for 
the  moft  part,  accounted  facred,  in  the  firft  times. 
There  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  {he  was  Served  with  much 
form,  pomp,  and  myftery  ;  and  women,  particularly,  are 
faid  to  have  been  employed  to  weave  hangings  or  taber- 
xiacles  for  her  ^  When  flie  was  adored  as  the  Queen  of 
Heaven,  or  the  moon  itfelf,  they  offered  up  cakes  to  her, 
which  were  prepared  for  that  fervice  with  great  cere- 
mony :  **  the  children  gathered  the  wood,  and  the  fa- 
thers kindled  the  fire,  and  the  women  kneaded  the  dough, 
to  make  cakes  for  the  Que^n  of  Heaven  V  They  alfo 
burnt  incenfe,  and  poured  out  drink-offerings  to  her* 
Job  fays",  **  If  I  beheld  the  fun  when  it  fhined,  or  the 
moon  walking  in  brightnefs,  and  my  heart  hath  been  fe- 
cretly  enticed,  or  my  mouth  hath  kiffed  my  hand,  this 
alfo  were  an  iniquity  to  be  punifhed  by  the  judges."  At 
Byblus  fhe  had  a  temple  lik^  tl\at  pf  the  Venus  of  Adonis  **. 
Such  women  as  would  not  conform  to  the  cuftom  of 
(having  their  heads,  at  -the  annual  time  of  lamenting 
Adonis,  were  there  bound  to  proftitute  their  bodies,,  one 
entire  day,  for  hire ;  and  the  money  thus  earned,  was 
prefented  to  the  goddefs  ?•  Her  temple  at  Aphac,  on 
Mount  Libanus,  was  a  perfcfl:  fink  of  lewdnefs.  The 
moft  Ihameful  commerce  between  the  fexes  was  allowed, 
within  thofe  profane  walls ;  pradiifed,  as  fome.  conjec- 
^  ture,  becaufe,  in  this  place,  Venus  firft  ruflied  into  the 
arms  of  Adonis ;  or,  as  others  fay,  becaufe  this  was 
either  the  firft,  or  the  laft  place,  where  they  enjoyed  each 
other.  Other  temples  (he  doubtlefs  had,  and  other  rites, 
which  it  were  in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  either  to  dif- 
tinguifli,  or  enumerate ;  but  her  principal  temple  feems 
to  have  been  that  at  Tyre  built  by  Hiram. 

After  what  manner  they  worfhipped  their  Apollo,  Is 
uncertain  j  but  to  their  Herculea  they  are  faid  to  have 

1  1  Kings,  xxiii*  7.  "»  Jcrcm.  vii,  tl«  »  Job.  xxxi, 

«6^  27, 2S.  f  LUcian  de  P«a  Syr.         .    >  Idem  ibid* 
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Jjaifl  particular  honour.  His  rites  were  performed  witk 
'  great  folemnity  ;  the  affiftants  were  all  clad  in  Egyptian 
linen.  TJiey  offered  incenfe  to  him  in  loofe  flowing  gar-* 
ments :  the  prieftly  veft  was  adorned  with  broad  ftripes 
of  purple ;  their  feet  were  bare,  their  heads  fhaven  ;  they 
were  pure  from  any  pollution,  contrafted  from  the  othei^ 
fcx  ;  and  the  fire  of  the  altar  never  went  out.  Women 
.  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  temple,  and  fwine  were 
carefully  kept  from  approaching  it  *? ;  fuch  were  the  cere- 
monies ufed,  and  cuftoms  obferved,  in  the  worihip  of  thq 
Tyrian  Hercules. 

Adonis,  Ofiris,  Adonofiris,  orThammuSs  (for^all  thefe 
names  centered  in  one  objeft),  was  the  fon  of  Cinyras,  an 
Affyrian,  who  founded  the  city  of  Paphos  in  the  iflaild  o£ 
Cyprus  •.  Some  fay,  his  name  was  Gingris,  or  Gingras  ^^ 
among  the  Phoenicians ;  but  whatever  that  might  be,  it 
16  agreed,  he  was  a  moft  beautiful  youth.  It  is  reported  «, 
that  Venus  was  enamoured  of  him  from  his  infancy,  and 
committed  the  care  of  his  education  to  Proferpinc  5  who, 
when  the  other  came  to  demand  him  of  her,  refufed  to 
deliver  him  ;  hence  a  difpute  arpfe  between  them,  which 
was  decided  by  Jupiter,  who  decreed,  that  the  youth 
ihould  be  one  third  of  the  year  with  Proferpine,  another 
third  with  Venus,  and  the  laft  third  be  at  his  own  difpo-. 
fal :  that,  in  confequence  of  this  deipree,  Adonis,  capti** 
rated  by  the  charms  of  Venus,  fpent  two  thirds  of  his^ 
time  with  her ;  and  Diana  taking  offence,  lent  a  wild 
boar  to  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Others  ^  affirtn,  that 
Adonis  was  the  offspring  of  an  inceftuous  embrace ;  b^- 
got  by  his  father  Cinyras  on  his  own  daughter  Myrrha  ;  - 
that,  to  hide  the  guilt  of  this  unlawful  commerce,  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  he  was  expofed  on  the  mountains, 
where  he  was  nurfed  by  the  nymphs,  ^nd  became  a  great 
fportfman ;  that  V^nus  fell  in  love  with  him,  and  ad- 
mitted him  to  her  embraces ;  that  Mars,  conceiving  a 
violent  jealoufy,  turned  himfelf  into  a  wild  boar,  and 
flew  the  beauteous  youth  5  that  Venus,  being  unfpeakably 
grieved  at  his  death,  followed  him  to  the  (hades  ;  that 
Proferpine,  at  firft,  refufing  to  deliver  him,  was,  at 
length,  bfought  to  this  agreement,  that  he  (hould  be  half 
the  year  with  her,  and  half  the  year  with  Venus ;  who 
returned,  with  joy,  to  *  the  earthy   acquainting  her  fol- 

d   Silius  Italicus,    lib.  iii.  «  Apollod.  Biblioth. 
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lowers  with  the  fuccefs  of  her'ilefccnt,  and  orrfamed  a 
feftival  to  be  celebrated  in  commemoration  thereof.  Who- 
ever compares  this  fable  with  what  is  related  of  Ifis  and 
Ofiris,  will  find  it  to  be  the  very  fame  ftory,  in  a  differ- 
ent drefs.  In  confequence  of  this  myfterious  tradition, 
there  was  an  annual  mourning  among  the  women  at 
Byblus,  efpecially,  for  the  death  of  Adonis  j  which  was 
fucceeded  by  expreffions  of  joy,  equally  extravagant,  for 
his  recovery. 

'the  Jewifli  writers  have  among  them  another  ftory  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  the  rites  of  Thammuz,  or  Adonis. 
Maimonides ^relates,  that  the  ancient  Zabii  held  Thammuz 
to  have  been  an  idolatrous  prophet,  who,  preaching  to  a 
certain  king  the  doftrine  of  worfhipping  the  feven  planets, 
and  the  twelve  figns,  the  king  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  a 
cruel  death  ;  that,  on  the  very  night  of  his  death,  all  the 
idols,  from  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth,  met  toge- 
ther in  the  temple  of  the  golden  ftatue,  or  the  fun,  at 
Babylon ;  where  being  acquainted  with  the  tragical  end 
of  Thammuz,  theywept  and  lamented  all  night  j  and,  as 
foon  as  morn  appeared,  flew  back  to  their  refpcftive 
places.  -*'  Hence,"  fays  he, ,  **  was  derived  the  cuftom 
of  mourning  over  Thammuz."  Finally,'  it  is  faid,  he  was 
the  fon  of  an  heathen  king,  whofe  image  the  Jewifh  wo- 
men adored  with  (hedding  tears,  and  offering  facrifices  ^ 

Whoever  he  was,  the  fuperftition  of  mourning  over 
Kim  was  univerfally  praftifed  by  the  women  in  thofe 
farts.  They  began  their  lamentations  as  foon  as  they  per- 
ceived the  river  Adonis  of  a  bloody  hue  ^,  They  then 
proceeded  to  their  facrifices,  having  firft  difciplined 
themfelve§  with  fcourging.  Next  day,  pretending  he  had 
rifen,  and  afcended  through  thfc  air  to  the  upper  regions, 
they  ihaved  their  heads,  as  the  Egyptians  did  for  the  lofs 
of  Apis ;  and,  at  Byblus,  at  leaft,  thofe  who  would  not 
comply,  were  bound  to  proftitute  themfelves  in  the  man- 
ner, and  for  the  purpofes  above  fpecified.  Some  writers 
relate  ",  that,  on  a  certain  night,  while  the  folemnity  lafted, 
they  laid  an  image  in  a  bed,  and,  having  lamented  over 
it  all  night  long,  were  anointed  in  the  mouth  by  the 
prieft,  who  whifpered  to  each,  that  falvation  was  come ; 
that  deliverance  was  brought  to  pafs ;  upon  which,  their 
forrow  was  turned  into  joy,  and  the  image  taken,  as  it 

^  In  More  nevochim.  ^  Philaft,  apud  Seld^  de  Diis  Syr>, 

Syntagm.  ii.cap.  II.  >»  Lucian.  de  Dea  Syr.    ,  "Jul; 

Firm,  apud  Purch^    Pilgr,  lib.  i.  cap.  17.  p«  9a. 

w^re. 


^he  Hifiory  of  the  Pheenicianu  19  ,    j^^ 

^ere,  out  of  its  fepulchre^      Others  fay,  the  priefts  of  * 

Ofiris,  in  Egypt,  wrote  to  the  women  of  Byblus,    figni- 

fying  that  they  had  found  the  god.     They  fent  this  letter 

in  an  earthen  pot,  or  in  a  fmall  ark,  made  of  the  papyrus, 

which  came  by  fea,  of  itfelf,  to  Byblus.     This  voyage  it 

performed  in  fcven  days  \  and  it  no  fooner  appeared  in  the 

port,  than  the  women  danced,  fcafted,  and  rejoiced,  as 

cxtravagandy  as  they  had  before  wept,  mourned,  and  la* 

mented  ®.     This  cuftom  has  made  fo  lafting  an  impref* 

fion  on  the  women  of  thofe  parts,  that  foihe  traces  of  it 

iare  kept  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo  to  this  day  p. 

There  are  different  ways  of  explaining  this  myftery* 
Adonis  was  the  fun  ;  the  upper  hemifphere  of  the  earth, 
was  anciently  Called  Venus ;  the  under,  ^  Proferpine  ; 
therefore,  when  the  fun  was  in  the  fix  inferior  figns,  they 
faid  he  was  with  Proferpine  j  when  he  was  in  the  fix  fu* 
perior,  he  T^as  fuppofed  to  refide  with  Venus,  By  the 
boar  which  flew  Adonis,  they  underftood  Winter  j  for  the 
bt)ar  they  made,  and  not  unaptly,  the  emblem  of  that 
rigid  feafon  ^.  Or  by  Adonis  they  meatit  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  ;  which  are,  for  one  while,  buried,  but,  at  length, 
appear  flourilhing  to  the  fight.  When,  therefore,  the 
feed  was  thrown  into  the  ground,  they  faid  Adonis  was 
gone  to  Proferpine  ;  but  when  it  fprouted  up,  they  pre* 
tended,  he  had  revifited  the  light,  and  Venus.  Hence^ 
•  probably,  it  Was,  that  they  fowed  corn,  and  made  gar- 
dens for  Adonis ;  for  fuch  a  cuftom  they  alfo  had '.  Wtt 
may  well  fuppofe,  there  was  no  fmall  variation  among 
thofe  who  received  this  piece  of  fuperftition,  when  they 
talked  of  what  it  meant,  and  why  it  was  praftifed.  Fi- 
nally, Plutarch  takes  Adonis  to  be  Bacchus :  Ofiris  was 
both  the  Sun  and  Adonis.  It  was  alf6  faid,  that  Ofiris 
was  buried  at  Byblus.  The  word  Adonis  imports  lord^ 
and  fo  does  the  word  BaaL 

Plutarch  alfo  informs  us*  that  Ifis  had  a  temple  at 
Byblus,  where  they  worfliipped  the  heath  which  had  con- 
cealed Ofiris's  coffin.  This  Byblian  Ifis  muft  certainly 
have  been  Aftarte  ;  fo  that  we  end  with  the  Baalim  and 
Aftaroth  as  we  have  begun. 

Herodotus  fuppofes*  the  Phoenicians  to  have  been 
circumcifed)    but    Jofephus  aflerts"  that    none  of  the 

•  Procop.  &'Cyril.  P  Seller'sHiftory  of  Palmyra,  Preface. 

%  Macrob.  Saturn,  lib*  i.  cap.  ai.  *  vide  Vof.  de Idplolatr. 
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fiatioiia,  included  under  the  vague  name  of  P^leftineand 
N  Syria,  ufed  that  rite,  the  Jews  excepted  j  fo  that  if  the 
Phoenicians  had  anciently  that  cuftom,  they  came  in  time 
to  negle£J:  it,  and  at  length  wholly  laid  it  afide.     Thejf 
abftained  from  the  flefli  of  fwine  *. 
^heir  arts       Much  is  faid  of  their  ^ts,  fciences,  and  manufaAures  ^ 
dad  learn-    but  as  what  we  find  concerning  them  is  couched  in  general 
^^*  Cerms  onlyi  we   cannot  defcant  on  particulars.    The  Si- 

donians,  under  whi<ih  denomination  we  comprehend  the 
Phoenicians  in  general,  were  of  a  moft  happy  genius  ; 
arithmetic  and  aftronomy  either  took  rife  among  them  \ 
or  were  brought  by  them  to  great  perfe<9:ion  :  from  them 
thofe  excellent  fciences  flowed  into  Greece ',  together 
with  their  letters".  They  were,  from  the  beginnings 
addidied  to  philofophical  exercifes  of  the  mind ;  info- 
much  that  a  Sidonian,  by  name  Mofchus,  taught  the 
doftrine  of  atoms  before  the  Tnajan  war  °  :  and  Abome- 
nus  of  Tyre  ®  puzzled  Solomon  by  the  fuj>tlety  of  his  quef- 
tions.  Phoenice  continued  to  be  one  o€  the  feats  of  leam- 
iiing,  and  both  Tyre  and  Sidon  P  produced  their  philofo- 
phers  of  later  ages  j  namely^  Boethus  and  DIodatus  of 
Sidon,  Antipater  of  Tyre,  and  ApoUonius  of  the  fame 
places  who  gave  an  account  of  the  writings  and  dikiples. 
.of  Zeno. . 
7hitr  Un*  Their  language  was  a  diale£t  of  the  Hebrew ;  the 
guagti  fame  with  that  of  the  ancient  Canaanites.  Their  letters, 
or  charafters,  were  either  the  fame  with,  or  very  like  to 
thofe  of  the  $9maritans. 
r heir  ma-  The  glafs  of  Sidon,  the  purple  of  Tyre,  and  the  ex-» 
nufaQures.  ceeding  fine  linen  they  wove,  were  the  product  of  their 
own  country,  and  their  oWn  invention:  and  for  their 
extraordinary  (kill  in  working  metals,  in  hewing  timber 
and  ftone,  in  a  word,  for  their  perfeft  knowlege  of  what 
was  folid,  great,  and  ornamental,  in  archite£lure,  we 
need  cwily  put  the  reader  in  mind  of  the  large  fliare  they 
had  in  eredling  and  decorating  the  temple  at  Jerufalem 
under  their  king  Hiram,  Their  fame  for  tafte,  defign, 
and  ingenious  invention,  was  fucfa,  that  whatever  was 
elegant,  great,  or  pleafiuff,  whether  in  apparel,  veflel&j^ 
or  toys,  was  diftinguifhed  oy  way  of  excellence*  with  the 
epithet  of  Sidonian  ^. 

*  Hcrodian.  lib.  ▼.  ^  Strabo,  lib.  xvii,  p.  757.  *  Idem 

ibid.  col.  303.         m  Herodotus,  lib.  V,  cap.  58.  n  PofTidonius^ 

apud  Strab.  o  Menand.  &  Dius  apud  Jofepb.  lib,  viii*  cap. 
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Thtis  far  we  have  confidered  them  as  learned  men  ^nd  Their  tradt 
artificers,   improving  themfclves,    and  cultivating  their  ondnavi^ 
minds  fedately  at  home.     It  remains  that  we  mention  ^^^^^ 
them  as  merchants,  navigators,  and  planters  of  colonies 
in  foreign  parts.     As  merchants,  they  may  be  faid  to  have 
€ngroffed  all  the  commerce  of  xht  weftern  world :  as  na- 
vigators, they  were  the  boldeft,  the  moft  experienced,  and 
greateft  difcoverers,  of  the  ancient  times :  they  had,  for 
many  ages,  no  rivals.     In  planting  colonies  they  exerted 
,  themfelves  fo   much,  that,   confidering  their  habitation 
was  little  more  than  the  flip  of  ground  between  Mount 
Libanus  and  the  fea,  it  is  furprifing  how  they  could  fur- 
nifh  fuch  fupplies  of  people,  and  not  wholly  depopulate 
their  native  country. 

We  have  fuppofed  that  the  Phoenicians  were  induced 
to  deal  in  foreign  commodities,  by  their  neighbourhood 
with  the  Syrians,  whom  we  have  confidered  as  the  moft 
ancient-of  thofe  who  carried  on  a  confiderable  and. regular 
trade  with  the-  more  eaftern  regions ;  and  we  fee  no  rea-  ♦ 
fon  to  depart  from  this  conjefturc.  For  their  own  terri- 
tory was  but  fmall,  and  little  able  to  afford  any  confider- 
able exports,  if  we  except  manufactures ;  but  that  their 
manufactures  were  any  ways  confiderable,  till  they  began 
to  turn  all  the  channels  of  trade  into  their  own  country,  is 
hard  to  believe.  In  Syria,  which  was  a  large  country, 
they  found  ftore  of  produQions  of  the  natural  growth  of 
that  foil,  and  many  choice  and  ufeful  commodities  brought 
from  the  Eaft.  Thus,  having  a  fafe  coaft,  with  conve- 
nient harbours,  on  one  fide,  and  excellent  materials  for 
fhip-building  on  the  other ;  perceiving  how  acceptable 
many  commodities,  that  Syria  furniftied,  would  be  in 
foreign  parts ;  and  being,  at  the  fame  time,  perhaps,  . 
fliewn  the  way  by  tl^c  Syrians  themfelves,  who  may  have 
navigated  the  Mediterranean ;  they  turned  all  their 
thoughts  to  trade  and  navigation ;  and,  by  an  uncommon 
application,  foon  eclipfed  their  matters  in  that  art. 

It  were  in  vain  to  talk  of  the  Edomites,  who  fled  hither 
in  David's  time;  or  to  enquire  why  Herodotus  fuppofes 
the  Phoenicians  came  from  the  Red  3ea  :  their  origin  we 
have  already  feen.  That  fome  of  the  Edomites  fled  into 
this  country  in  the  days  of  David,  and  that  they  were  a 
trading  people,  we  have  elfe where  (hewn :  what  improve-^ 
ments  they  brought  with  them  into  Phoenice,  is  hard  to 
fay ;  and,  by  due  way,  it  is  as  difl&cult  to  afcertain  their 
numbers.  In  all  probability  they  brough|:  with  them  ^ 
knowlcge  of  the  Jle4  Sea,  and  of  the  fo^th  pam  of  Arabia, 
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Egypt,  and  Ethiopia;  and  by  their  information  made  the 
Phoenicians  acquainted  with  thofe  coafts ;  by  which  meansi 
they  were  enabled  to  undertake  voyages  to  thofe  parts, 
for  Solomon,  and  Pharoah  Necho,  king  of  Egypt. 

Their  whole  thoughts  were  employed  an  fchemes  to 
lidvance  their  commerce.  They  affected  no  empire  but 
that  of  the  fea  \  and  feemed  to  aim  at  nothing  but  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  trade.  This  they  extended 
to  all  the  known  parts  they  could  reach  ;  to  the  Britifli 
ifles,  cojnmonly  underftood  by  the  Caffiterides  ;  to  Spainj, 
Itnd  other  places  in  the  ocean,  both  within  and  without 
the  Streights  of  Gibraltar ;  and,  in.  general,  to  all  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  Black  Sea,  and  the 
lake  Maeotis'.  In  all  thele  parts  they  had,  fettlements 
and  correfpondents,  from  \i^hich  they  drew  what  was 
ufeful  to  themfelves,  or  might  be  fo  to  others  ;  and  thus 
they  exercifed^the  three  great  branches  of  trade,  as  it  is 
commonly  divided  into  importation,  exportation,  and 
tranfportation,  in  full  latitude.  Such  was  their  fea- trade  } 
and  for  that  which  they  carried  on  by  land  in  Syria,  Me- 
fopotamia,  AfTyria,  Babylonia,  Perfia,  Arabia,  and  even 
in  India,  it  was  of  no  lefs  extent,  and  may  give  us  an 
idea  of  what  this  people  once  was,  how  rich,  and  how 
defervedly  thci?-  merchants  are  mentioned  in  Scripture  asf 
equal  to  piinces '.  Their  country  was,  at  that  time,  the 
great  warehouf^,  where  every  thing,  that  might  either 
adminifter  to  the  neceffities  or  luxury  of  mankind,  was  to 
be  found ;  which  they  diftributed  ^s  they  judged  would 
be  beft  for  their  own  intereft.  Their  own  commodities; 
were,  the  purple  of  Tyre,  the  glafs  of  Sidon,  and  the 
.exceeding  fine  linen  made  in  this  country:  thefe,  and 
pther  curious  pieces  of  art,  in  metals  and  wood,  feem  to 
have  been  the  chittf,  and  almoft  only  commodities  of 
Pboenice  itfelf.  Their  territory  was  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  , 
nbt  to  be  imagined  they  could  afford  to  export  any  of 
their  own  growth  \  it  is  more  likely  that  they  rathei;^ 
wanted,  than  abounded  with,  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 
Having  thus  fpoken,  in  general  terms,  of  their  trade, 

•  we  ihall  now  touch  upon  their  fhipping,  and  fome  things 
remarkable  in  their  navigation.  Their  larger  embarka-5 
tions  were  of  two  forts  \  they  divided  them  into  round 

'  fhips,  qr  gauli ;  and  long  mips,  gallies,  or  triremes  ^. 
When  they  drew  up  in  line  of  battle,  the  gauli  were  drfit 

'VideHuet.Hift.de  la  Com.   &  delaNavi^.  des  Anc.  p.  58^ 
f  Ifa.  ^xiii.  8.       \  Yide  9ocbHr(.  Caiia^U;,  lib.  ii.  cap.  11.  col,  739, 
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poTed  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other  in  the  wings,  or 
in  the  van  and  the  rear:  their  triremes  were  contrafted 
together  in  the  center".  If,  at  any  time,  they  obferved 
that  a  ft  ranger  kept  them  company  in  their  voyage,  or 
followed  in  their  track,  they  were  fure  to  get  rid  of  him, 
if  they  could,  or  deceive  him,  if  poffible  ;  in  which  policy 
they  went  fo  far,  as  to  venture  the  lofs  of  their  ihips,  and 
even  their  lives* ;  fo  jealous  were  they  of  foreigners,  and 
fo  tenacioufly  bent  on  keeping  the  whole  trade  to  them- 
felves.  In  order  to  difcourage  other  nations  from  engag- 
ing in  commerce,  they  praftifed  piracy  y,  or  pretended 
to  be  at  war  with  fuch  as  they  met  when  they  thought 
themfelves  ftrongeft*  This  was  but  a  natural  ftroke  of 
policy  in  people  who  grafped  at  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  then  known  worlds  We  muft  not  forget  here  the 
£imou8  fi&ery  of  Tyre,  which  fo  remarkably  enriched 
that  city,  in  particular.  The  fifli  they  fought  after  were 
thofe  that  afforded  purple,  the  richeft  dye  in  the  world ;  ' 

they  were  always  careful  to  take  them  alive.  An  ancient 
author  attributes  the  diffolutencfs  of  Tyre  to  the  number 
of  the  dyers  there  eftablilhed  5  from  wlience  we  may 
gather  they  were  a  rich  and  numerous  body  of  people, 
proud  and  extravagant,  vain  and  debauched.  This  fifli 
is  now  either  loft  (X),  or  unknown  to  the  prefent  natives 
0/  the  country* 

We  might  here  fpeak  of  the  Phcenician  voyages  in  the 
fervice  of  Solomon,  had  we  not  a  more  proper  place  in 
view  to  expatiate  on  that  fubjed.  The  long'  voyage  fome 
of  them  undertook  in  the  fervice  of  Necho,  king  of  Egypt, 
round  Africa,  failing  out  of  the.  Red  Sea,  and  returning 
by  the  way  of  the  Streights  mouth,  ought  not  to  be  pafled 
over ;  a  voyage  in  which  they  employed  three  years. 

«  Polyxn.  lib.  vi.  x  Strabo,  lib.  iii.  p.  17s*  y  Huet. 

ubi  fupra^  chap.  xvi.  p.  70. 

(X)  We  are  aflyred,  by  an  red  purple ;   that  they   carry 

€ye-witnefs,  who;s  too  modeft  their  yarn  down  to  the  fea-fide, 

to  allow  us  the  uft  of  his  name,  and  brin^  it  back  dyed;  and 

that  they  have  a  kind  of  fifti  on  that    their  hands   are   always 

the  rocks,  on  the  coaft,  a  little  difcoloured,   like  tjiofe  of  oiir 

to  the  weftward  of  Panama,  dyers, 
with  which  the  Indians  dye  a 
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SECT,    in- 

^e  Chronology  of  the  Phcenictans. 

IT  were  labour  in  vain  to  dwell  on  this  fubjeft.  la 
general  we  may  obfervc,  that  the  hiftory  of  the  Phoe- 
nicians is  no  other  than  a  continuation  of  that  of  Canaan^ 
Their  particular  epochs  it  is  impoffible  to  difcover.  Their 
records^  once  fo  faithfully  kept  y,  are  now  no  more.  We 
will  not,  therefore,  enter,  profefledly,  upon  fo  dark  a 
matter  ;  but  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  touching  therer 
on  occafionally  hereaften  It  is  obferved*,  that  they 
boafted  anexceffive  antiquity,  of  no  lefs  than  thirty  thout! 
fand  years.  To  adhere  to  the  method  we  have  laid  down, 
we  (hall  fubjoina  feries  of  the  kings  of  the  different  king« 
dom3  of  this  country,  fo  far  as  we  cancolle^  them* 

Kings  of  Sldon. 

#  #     #     f 
Agenor* 
Phoenix. 
Phalis. 

#  #       *      ,# 

An  anonymous  king, 

#  .  #       #      * 
Sidon. 

Tetramneftus. 

»       *       #       f 

Tennes« 
Strato. 

Ballonymus,  Abdalomlnus,   Abdolomt« 
us,  or  Alynomus* 

Reigned  » 

Kings  and  Judges    According  to  Menapd.  Accord ing  to  Thec^ 
of  Tyre.  EpheC  phil.  Antiocji, 

#         «        *         * 
Abibal,  or  Abeimal, 
llieram,'  Hierom,    Hid? 

romen,  Irom,  Chiram| 

or  Siiron, 
Baleaftartus,  or  Bazor,      7  years        ?        17  years. 
Abdaftartus,        -        -9        -        -^         12 

y  Vide  Jofcpb^contt  Ap«  Ub.  i«  ^  Afncan.  apud  Synctl. 
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Reigned 

JCiogs  and  Judges    According  to  Menand.  According  to  Tbco* 
of  Tyre.  Ephef;  phil.  Antioclu 

The  eldeft  of  the  ^ 

murderers  of  Ah- 1      12  years        ^  ,.  - 

daflartus,        -      j 
Aftartus^        «.        -12*--*  ^.. 

Aftarimus,  or  Atha-  7 

rymus,        -         J         9        "    .    "  ." 
Phelles,  or  Helles,         -        8  months 

Badezor,  or  Bazor^  6        -  -         7 

Badezor's  fon, 

iMettinus,  ^^^  9        «•         -        29        » 

Figmalion^  -p  40        -         -         -        - 

*  *       *  ,     * 

£Ittlseus3  -  36 

*  *       #       ♦ 
Ithobal^ 

Baal,      -        f-        ••        10  p  ••  - 

Echnibal,        -        -        2  months 
Chelbis,  -         10 


3 


Abbar,  the  high  7 


prieft,  i         2  " 

Myttonus    and  1         r 
L  Geraftus,         J        o  - 

Balator,        -  •  i  *  •  - 

Merbaly        ,      ,    f-  4  -  -  -* 

^rom,         ^  r  20  mm  »- 

11  Mafie% 
nStrato, 

*  *       #       # 
Azelmic, 

#  *       #       *   . 

^arion* 

The  Kings  of  Arad^  or  Aradus. 

#  #       «       # 
Arbal, 
Narbalj 

#  #        *        #  ; 

G^rollratus, 

We  need  only  refer  the  reader  to  the  very  unaccountable 
difference  between  Menander  the  Ephefian,  and  Theo« 
pbiltts  of  Antiogb|  in  their  reigna  of  the  Tyriaa  princes, 

» 
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to  judge  of  the  impoflibility  of  fixing  on  any  thing  certain 
in  the  chronology  of  even  the  belt  an4  cleareft  times  pf 
the  Phoenicians  in  general. 


S  E  C  T.    IV. 

The  Fhcsnkian  Kings,  from  the  ancient  fabulous  Hijlory 

of  the  Greeks. 

T>  EFORE  we  enter  upon  the  hiftoryof  the  Phoenicia!! 
^  kings,  we  are^  in  fome  fliape,  obliged  to  infert  the  fol- 
lowing dark  and  fabulous  account  of  the  family  of  Agetior^ 
the  firft  king  of  Phcenice  mentioned  by  th;e  Greeks. 
AgiMf^  Agenor  and  Bel  us   were,    according  to  ApoUodorus^ 

the  fons  of  Neptune  by  Libya,  daughter  of  £paphus,king 
of  a  part  of  Egypt.  Belus  reigned  in  Egypt,  and  married 
Anchinoe,  daughter  of  Nilus,  by  whom  he  had  y^gyptus 
and  Danaus.  Agenor  paffed  from  Egypt  into  Phcenice, 
where  he  fettled,  and  became  the  father  of  a  numerous 
race^  He  married  Telephaffa  (Stephanus.  calk  her  Te» 
lephe)^  by  whom  he  had  Europa,  Cadmus,  Phccnix, 
CHix,  and,  according  to  Paufanias,  Eledtra  %  and  Tha-* 
fus  ^.  Pher^cides,  as  quoted  by  the  fcboliaft  of  Apolto- 
nius,  gives  him  two  wives,  one  named  Damno,  by  whom 
he  had  Phoenix,  Ifsea,  aud  Melia  \  the  other  called  Ar^ 
giope,  who  was  mother  to  Cadmus  and  Europa.  Plutarch 
mentions  a  fourth  wife,  calkd  Diorippe,  who  brought 
forth  Sipylus* ;  Ant^nius  Liberalis  mention*  a  fifth,  naniK 
ed  Caffiopea^  who  b^re  him  a  daughter,  by  name  Cairina  \ 
and  Cedrenus  takes  notice  of  a  fixth,  whom  he  calls 
Tyrus,  pretending  that  the  city  of  Tyre  borrowed  its 
name  from  her.  Europa  (whom  fome  writers  will  have 
to  be  the  daughter  of  Phcenix,  and  not  of  Agenor)  was 
ftolen  by  Jupiter,  transformed  into  a  bull,  that  is,  in  a 
fhip  named  the  Bull,  or  bearing  the  figure  of  a  bull  in 
her  ftern ;  and  carried  into  Crete.  Agenor,  being  ex* 
tremely  grieved  for  the  lofs  of  his  daughter,  fent  his  fon 
Cadmus,  with  a  great  fum  of  money,  in  .queft  of  her  \ 
but  he,  not  finding  her,  nor  daring  to  return  home  with- 
out her,  refolved  to  go  and  fettle  elfewhere.  With  this 
defign,  having  fitted  out  a  fmall  fleet,  he  put  to  fea,  and 
landed  in  Thrace,  where  he  had  the  good  luck  to  difcover 

«  Paiifan.  in  Besot,  g  Idem  in  Eliac.  *  Plutarch 

At  FiuviU« 

^  gold 
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n  gold  mine  in  Mount  Pangaeus.  Being  enriched  with  1 
that  metal,  and  in  a  condition  to  purfue  his  defign,  he 
was  advifed  by  the  oracle  of  Delphi  to  leave  Thrace,  and 
pafs  into  Boeotia.  There,  having  expelled  the  Hyantes, 
who  oppofed  him,  and  allowed  the  Aones,  who  volun- 
tarily fubniitted,  to  live  in  the  country  mixed  with  his 
Phoenicians,  he  founded  a  new  kingdom,  and  built  a 
city ;  which,  in  derivation  from  his  own  name,  he  called 
Cadmea.  This  was  afterwards  embellifhed  and  enlarged 
by  Amphion  and  Zethus,  the  two  fons  of  Antiope  (for 
tney  invaded  tHe  throne,  during  the  minority  of  Laius,. 
the  fon  of  Labdacus,  Cadmus's  grand-fon),  and  by  them 
called  Thebes,  in  honour  of  Thebc  their  aunt,  by  the 
|nothcf*s  fide  *^  ( A), 

If%a 
f  Paufan'.  in  Boeot. 

(A)  We  find  fuch  a  difagree-  Scripture,  the  daughter  of  Si* 
inent  among  authors,  in  the  don.  And  Judin  tells  us  in  ,  ^ 
accounts  they  give  of  Agenor,  exprefs  terms,  that  the  city  of 
^nd  his  defcendents,  that  it  Tyre  was  built  before  the  takf 
18  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  ing  of  Troy,  by  the  Sidonians, 
ftruth.  It  is  generally  agreed,  who,  being  driven  out  of  their 
however,  that,  Agenor  was  by  own  country  by  the  king  of  the 
l)irth  an  Egyptian ;  that  from  Afcalonians,  were  forced  to 
Egypt  he  pafTed  into  Phoenice,  feek  a  new  habitation.  Moft 
where  he  /ettled,  and  became  of  the  ancients  allow,  that  Eut 
the  father  of  a  numerous  race;  ropa,  Cadmus,  Phoenix  and 
that  he  was  the  firfl  king  of  Cilix,  were  the  children  of 
Phoenice,  and  founder  of  the  Agenor;  and  that  with  them,  '* 
cities  of  Sidon  and  Tyre.  But  a  great  many  Phoenicians  and 
in  the  fucceilion  of  the  kings,  Syrians  migrated  into  Alia  Mi- 
fome  of  the  Latins  place  Bel  us  nor,  Crete,  Greece,  and  Li- 
the elder  before  him  ; .  and  bya ;  and  there  introduced 
moft  of  the  moderns,  upon  the  letter^,  mufic,  poetry,  and 
authority  of  Jofephus,  make  other  arts,  fciences,  and  cuf- 
Sidon,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Ca-  toms  of  the  Phoenicians.  It 
naan,  founder  of  the  city  of  is  pretended,  that  Europa  be- 
iSidon.  The  fame  author  tells  ing  carried  away  by  1  aurus 
us,  that  Tyre  was  founded  king  of  Crete,  Agenor  fenthei? 
two  hundred  and  forty  years  brother  in  queft  of  her  ;  who, 
before  the  building  of  Solo-  on  that  occafion,  ^s  thejr  were 
roon's  temple :  from  whence  enjoined  not  to  return  without 
it  is  plain,  that  thefe  two  cities  her,  founded  feveral  Phoeni- 
were  not  built  by  one  and  the  cian  colonies  in  Afia  Minor,  , 
fame  perfon.  Tyre  was,  with-  Greece,  and' Libjra.  But  Sir 
out  doubt,  a  colony  of  the  Ifaac  Newton  is  of  opinion, 
$idonianS|   it  b^ing  called  in  tl^gt  thofe  Phoenicians  went  not 
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Ifaea  and  Melia,  Agenor*s  two  daughters,  married 
jSgyptus  and  Danaus,  their  coufins  german.  Cilix  is 
faid,  by  Apollodorus,  to  have  fettled  in  Cilicia,  and  given 
his  name  to  that  country  8.  The  fame  author  adds,  that 
Thafus  built  the  city  of  Thafos  in  Thrace;  a  fa£t  which 
is  confirmed  by  Faufanias  •*.  All  we  know  of  Eleftra,  is 
that  one  of  the  gates  of  Thebes  borrowed  its  name  from 
her.  Of  Sipylus  we  read  in  Plutarch  ^  that  Mount  Si- 
pylus  was  fo  called  from  him.  We  fhall  have  occafion  td 
relate  more  at  length,  what  we  read  of  Cadmus  in  the  an- 
cient Greek  writers,  when  wc  come  to  write  the  hiftory 
of  the  Theban  kings* 

Phoenix  is  fuppoied  by  the  Greeks  to  have  fucceeded 
his  father  in  the  kingdom  of  Phoenice,  or  rather  of  Sidon  % 
which  city,  as  like  wife  that  of  Tyre,  they  pretend  to  have 
been  built  by  Agenor ;  wherein  they  are  folloived,  among 
the  Latins,  byC^Curtius*'.  That  country,  according  to 
them^  borrowing  its  name  from  Phoenix,  was  called 
Fhcbnice,  and  the  inhabitants,  Phoenician^.  Eufebius 
adds  ^  that  he  was  the  firft  who  found  the  fcarlet  colour^ 
which  was  therefore  called  at  firft  Phoenicius,  and  after- 
wards, with  a  fmall  alteration,  Puniceus  color. 

The  next  king  of  Sidon  we  meet  with  in  hiftory  is 
Phalis,  who  flouriflied  in  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war. 
He  proved  a  faithful  ally  to  the  Greeks,  and  ufed  his 
utmoft  endeavours,  though  in  vain,  to  draw  Sarpedon, 
king  of  Lycia,  over  to  thejr  fide  ".  •  He  is  mentioned  by 
Homer,  and  honoured  with  the  title  of  moft  illuftrious". 

Thefe  are  the  kings  of  Sidon  we  find  mentioned  in  the 
ancient  Greek  writers ;  but,  as  their  accounts  are  no  ways 
to  be  depended  upon,  we  have  thought  fit  to  treat  of  them 
apart,  left  we  fhould  feem  to  confound  what  is  fabulous 
with  what  is  truly  hiftorical. 

e  ApoIIod. lib.  ill.  ^ Paofan.  in  Eliac.  'Plutarch  de Flu viis. 
^QXIurtius.  lib.  iv.  cap.  4.  ^Praep.  Evang.  Jib.  i.  cap,  5.. 

m  Didys,  lib.  i.        •  OdyC  iv.  ^%7. 

to  feek  Europa,  but  in  quell    Edomites,   whom   David  had 
of    new    fettlements,    when    conquered  and  difperfed* 
driven  out  of  Sidon  by  the 
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SECT.    V. 

The  Reigns  of  the  Kings  of  Phoenice. 

ipHQCNICE  was  divided  into  leveral  fmaH  kingdoms  % 
for,  befides  the  kings  of  Sidon  and  Tyre,  mentioned 
in  Scripture,  we  read  in  hiftory  of  Elbafus  king  of  Be- 
rytus,  to  whom  Sanchoniatho,  according  to  Eufebius^, 
dedicated  his  hiftory  of  Erylus  king  of  Byblu$  *,  and  of 
other  Phoenician  monarchs%  whofe  ^dominions  were  ge- 
nerally confined  within  the  narrow  bounds  of  one  city, 
and  its  territory.  Of  all  the  kings  of  Phoenice,  thofe  of 
Sidon,  Tyre,  and  Arad,  feem  to  have  been  the  moft 
powerful  and  wealthy,  and  they  certainly  make  the  moft 
important  figures  in  hiftory :  but  their  fucceffions,  and  the 
years  of  their  refpeftive  reigns,  are  pvercaft  with  fuch  ob- 
fcurities,  and  interrupted  with  fo  many  chafms,  that  it  is 
impoilible  to  give  a  regular  detail  of  their  tranfaftions. 
However,  we  fhall  produce  what  occurs  in  hiftory,  and 
feems  chiefly  to  be  depended  upon  %  beginning  withSidon^ 
the  moft  ancient  city  of  Phoenice. 

The  Kings  of  Sidon* 

Sidon,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Canaan,   was,  according  to  sidowi 
Jofephus,  the  founder  of  this  city,  or,  atleaft,  the  father 
of  the  people.    But,  as  to  his  afiions,  or  the  years  of  his 
reign,  we  are  left  quite  iti  the  dark.     Neither  are  we  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  fovereigns  who  fucceeded  him ; 
for,  though  the  Sidonians  are  mentioned  in  the  hiftories 
of  Mofes,  Jofhua,  and  the  Judges,  yet  we  find  not  in  holy  Yr.  of  FL 
writ,  exprefs  mention  made  of  their  kings,  till  the  time  of    * '^^^ 
the  prophet  Jeremiah,  who  fpeaks  of  ambafladors  fent  by  "  ^^%,  ^* 
the  king  of  Sidon  to  propofe  to  Zedekiah  a  league  againu  - 
Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon. 

The  next  Sidonian  monarch  we  find  ijientioned  in  hif-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
tory,  is  Tetramneftus,  whp  affifted  Xerxes  in  his  expe-      1867. 
dition  againft  Greece  with  three  hundred  galleys,  and  is  Ante  Cbr. 
counted  by  Herodotus '  among  the  chief  commanders  of  rj-^^Jl 
the  Perfian  navy.  neflm. 

Tennes  appears  next ;  but  it  is  uncertain  whom  he  fuc-  Tfnain 
ceeded.    In  his  reign  the  Sidonians,  and  other  Phceni- 

k  Eafeb:  Praep.  Evang.  lib.  i«  cap.  6.  &  Arrian.  lib.  ii. 

^  Straboji  lib.xvl.p.  j;ao«  1  Herodpt.  lib.  vii«  cap.  9s. 

ciaiur> 
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ciahs,  ejcafperated  by  the  haughty  behaviour,  and  tyf^ti* 
nical  proceedings,  of  thofe  whom  Darius  Ochus  king  of 
Perfia  had  fet  over  them,  entered  into  a  confederacy  with 
Nedianebus  king  of  Egypt,  and>  fofe  up  in  arms,  with 
defign  to  ihake  off  the  PerCan  yoke,  arid  recover  their  an- 
cient liberty.  As  the  Perfians  were  theii  making  vaft  pre- 
parations to  reclaim  EgyJ)t,  which  they  could  not  well  apj^ 
proach  but  by  marching  through  Phoehlce,  this  revolt  hap* 
pened  very  opportunely  for  Npftanebus.  Therefore,  t6 
encourage  the  Phoenicians  to  perfift,  he  fent  a  body  of 
four  thoufand  Greek  mercenaries,  under  the  command  ot 
Mentor  the  Rhodian,  to  their  affiftance,  hoping  to  make 
Phoenice  a  kind  of  barrier  to  Egypt,  and  carry  on  the  waf 
at  a  diftance.  On  the  other  (ide,  Tennes  kmg  of  Sidon 
(which  city  then  exceeded  all  the  others  of  Phoenice  in 
wealth),  having  fitted  out  with  great  expedition,  a  power- 
ful fleet,  and  raifed  a  confiderable  army  in  his  own  domi-* 
nions,  took  the  field;  and,  being  ftrengthened  by  the  ♦ 
Greek  auxiliaries,  engaged  and  routed  the  governors  ot 
,  Syria  and  Cilicia,  whom  Ochus  had  fent  to  reduce  him, 
driving  the  Perfians  quite  out  of  Phoenice.  The  Sido* 
nians,  on  their  firft  taking  up  arms,  had  laid  wafte  a  de- 
licious garden  belonging  to  the  kings  of  Perfia,  feized  and 
burnt  all  the  forage  which  the  Perfian  governor  had  laid 
up  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  cavalry ;  and,  punifhed,  with 
the  utmoft  feverity,  fuch  of  their  Perfian  oppreflbrs  as  fell 
into  their  hands.  Ochus  was  provoked  to  fuch  a  degree 
by  thcfe  proceedings  of  the  Sidonians,  efpecially  aftei? 
news  was  brought  him  of  his  lieutenant's  bei^ig  defeated, 
and  the  Perfians  driven  out  of  Phoenice,  that  now  be 
breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  threatening  total  deftruc- 
tion  not  only  to  the  Sidonians,  but  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Phoenice.  Thus  bent  upon  revenge,  he  aflembled  all 
his  forces ;  and,  having  muttered  them  at  Babylon, 
marched  from  thence  into  Phoenice,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  three  hundred  thoufand  foot,  and  thirty  thoufand 
horfe.  Mentor,  who  was  then  in  Sidon,  being  terrified 
at  the  approach  of  fuch  a  formidable  enemy,  fent  privately 
a  trufty  lervant,  called  Theflalion,  to  the  king  of  Perfia, 
offering  not  only  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  Sidbn,  but 
likewife  to  aflift  him  in  reducing  Egypt.  Ochus,  glad 
of  this  offer,  fparcd  no  promifes  to  engage  Mentor  in  his 
fervice;  who,  having  received  fuch  affurance  from  the 
king  of  Perfia  as  he  defired,  found  means  to  draw  Tenne5 
king  of  Sidon  into  the  fame  treafon.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  SidonianS;  not  miftrufting  Mentor^  and  much  lefs 
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{ufpe^ing  their  own  king,  were'  prepaiing  for  a  vigoroni 
defence.  The  city  was  furnifhed  with  arms,  and  provi- 
fions  of  all  forts,  to  hold  out  a  long  fiege  ;  and  the  citi- 
zens had  fortified  themfelvejs  with  a  triple  trench,  and  an 
higlvwalL  Befides  the  mercenaries,  the  place  was  gar-* 
rifoned  with  a  brave  body  of  tall,  ftout  Sidonians,  well 
difciplined  ;  and  the  fea-coaft  was  guarded  with  a  fleet  of 
an  hundred  large  gallies-  But  thefe  preparations  were  of 
no  avail.  Tennes  no  foonler  heard  that  the  Perfian  army 
was  drawing  near,  than,  feigning  to  go  to  the  general 
aflfembly  of  the  Phceniciahs,  he  marched  out  with  a  body 
of  five  hundred  men,  s^nd,  taking  along  with  him  an  hun- 
dred of  the  chief  citizens  to  be  created  fenators,  as  he  pre- 
tended, went  ftrait  to  the  enemy's  camp,  and  delivered 
them  up  to  Ochus,  who  received  him  as  a  friend  5  but 
caufed  all  the  citizens,  as  authors  of  the  rebellion,  to  be 
.immediately  put  to  death.  This  feverity  of  Ockus,  joined 
with  the  treachery  of  Tennes,  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the 
Sidonians,  that  five  hundred  more  of  the  citizen*,  all 
men  of  rank,  threw  themfelves  at  their  enemy's  feet,  and 
implored  his  mercy.  Ochus  afked  Tennes,  whether  it 
was  in  his  power  to  put  him  in  pofleiEon  of  tjie  city ;  for 
he  was  unwilling  to  take  it  upon  treaty,  being  bent  on  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  Sidonians,  in  hopes  that  fuch  an  inftance 
of  feverity  would  induce  the  other  Phoenicians  voluntarily 
to  fubmit.  Tennes  aflured  him,  he  could  deliver  the 
city  into  his  hands  whenever  he  pleafed ;  whereupoa 
Ochus  caufed  the  five  hundred  citizens,  though  they  were 
come  out  with  olive-branches  in  their  hands,  as  badges  of 
fubmifEon,  to  be  (hot  with  darts  upon  the  fpot.  After  . 
this  barbarous  execution,  he  and  Tennes  marched  at  the 
head  of  the  Perfian  army  towards  the  city,  and  were  ad- 
mitted without  the  leaft  oppofition  by  Mentor,  and  the 
Greek  mercenaries,  to  whom  Tennes,  in  leaving  the  city, 
had  delivered  up  one  of  the  gatds  for  that  purpofe.  The 
Sidonians,  on  the  approach  of  Ochus's  army,  had  defign- 
cdly  burnt  all  their  ihips,  to  prevent  any  perfon's  with- 
drawing himfelf  from  the  defence  of  his  country-  There-  Yr.  ofF!« 
fore,  finding  themfelves  thus  betrayed,  and  the  enemy  .  ^^^ch 
within  the  walls,  without  any  means  left  them   to  make  ,   . 

their  efcape,  either  by  fea  or  land,  they  (hut  themfelves  -- 

up  with  their  wives  and  children  in  their  houfes,  and, 
fetting  fire  to  them,  confumed  themfelves,  to  the  number 
of  forty  thoufand,  with  all  their,  valuable  efFefts.  Tennes 
met  with  no  better  fate  than  his  fubjedls  had-experienced. 
For,  Ochus,  feeing  he  could  do  him  no  farther  fervice, 

and 
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and  detefting  in  his  heart  the  treachery  of  the  iftailji 
caufed  his  throat  to  be  cut,  left  he  fhould  out-live  the 
ruin  which  he  himfelf  had  brought  upon  his  country* 
Sidon^  being  at  that  time  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition^ 
a  vaft  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  was  melted  down  by  the 
flames,  and  found  in  the  aflies,  which  Ochus  fold  for 
great  fums  of  money.  The  ruin  and  total  deftrud:ion  of 
Sidon  terrified  the  other  cities  of  Phcenice  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  they  all  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror^ 
each  of  them  making  peace  with  the  king  upon  the  beft 
terms  they  could  obtain.  Neither  was  Ochus  unwilling  td 
compound  with  them,  that  he  might  be  no  longer  retarded 
from  putting  in  execution  the  defign  he  had  upon  Egypt. 
Thus  all  Phcenice  was  again  brought  under  the  Perfian 

Ioke  ™  5    and  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,    Eze* 
iel,  and  Zechariah,  touching  the  deftru^on  of  Sidony 
were  fulfilled. 
Sg^ig^  After  Tennes  reigned  Strato ;  for  fuch  of  the  Sido-> 

nians  as,  by  being  abfent  on  traffick  at  fea,  or  on  other 
occafions,  had  efcaped  the  maflacre,  returning  home  after 
Ochus  was  gone  back  into  Perfia,  rebuilt  the  city,  but 
ever  afterwards  bore  an  immortal  averfion  to  the  Perfiart 
name.  No  wonder  then,  if  in  a  few  years  after  their' 
calamity,  they  fo  readily  fubmitted  to  Alexander  the 
Great,  eagerly  embracing  that  opportunity  of  {baking  off 
the  yoke  they  groaned  under.  For  the  Sidoaians  are 
counted  among  the  firft  in  thofe  parts  who  fent  ambaf- 
fadors  to  Alexander,  as  he  marched  through  Phcenice, 
to  make  their  fubmiifion.  Strato  it  feems  did  not  ap- 
prove of  this  refolution,  but  could  not  prevent  it,  the 
citizens    being    obftinately  bent   againft    the    Perfians. 

Yn  ©f  Fl.  For  we   are   told  that  Alexander   deprived  him  of  the 
«ois.      crown,  becaufe  he  fubmitted  at  the  inftigation  of  the 

Ante  Chr.  citizens,  and  not  of  his  own  accord".  Theopompus,  as- 
^^^*  quoted  by  Athenaeus  •,  gives  him  the  charai^er  of  a  moft 
lewd  and  voluptuous  prince  \  and  tells  us  in  particular, 
that  in  order  to  aflemble  the  women,  and  have  thereby  art 
opportunity  of  choofing  the  moft  beautiful  for  his  own 
ufe,  he  inftituted  public  fports,  confifting  chiefly  of 
dancing  and  finging,  wherein  fuch  as  excelled  the  others 
were  amply  rewarded.     jElian  p  fays  he  died  an  unna^ 

»  Diod.  Sic  lib.xvi.  p-  531— 53V  °  Curt.  lib.  iv.  cap.  «/ 

Juftin,  lib,  xi.  cap,  10.  U  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  xvii.  <»  Athen. 

lib.  xU«  capf  II*  P  iBlian.  Var,  Uift.  lib.  vii.  cap,  », 
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tUta^  deat^i.  Of  one  Strata,  king  of  Sidon,  St.  Jerome 
relates,  that,  haying  adhered  to  the  k;ing  of  Egypt  againft 
t^ic  ^erfians,  and  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy,  from  whom  he  had  no  realon  to 
ezpe^  any  favour,  he  refolved  to  prevent  the  impend^ 
irtg  calamity,  by  laying  violent  hands  on  himfelf;  but 
fainting  in  the  execution  of  his  defign,  his  wife,  who  was 
prefent»  fnatcbing,  with  a  manly  refolutioii,  the  fword 
out  of  hi$  han4i  free4  him  froni  that  perplexity,  by  put- 
ting fi^rft  )um,  and  then  herfelf,  to  death,  without  fhew-^ 
ipg  the  leaft  concern.  But  the  circumftances  of  this 
king's  death,  if  true,  plainly  ihew  that  he  was  not  the 
fame  perfon  whom  Alexander  the  Great  ftripped  of  his 
domipions,'  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  Perfian  . 
intereft.^  This  Strato,  king  ot  Sidon,  is  alfo  mentioned 
by  Maximus  Tyrius  ^ 

Strato  was  fucceeded  by  Ballonymus,  of  whofe  afiumpr  BaUon^mus 
tion  to  the  throne  we  have  the  following  account  from 
Diodorus.  Alexander  having  depofed  Strato,  gave  He- 
pbaeftio  power  to  beftow  the  crown  of  Sidon  upon  which 
of  his  friends  he  pleafed  to  promote.  Hephaeftio  thus  au- 
ihorifed,  named  to  the  royal  dignity  one  of  the  chief  ' 
citizens,  in  whofe  houfe  he  then  lodged,  and  was  fplen- 
didly  entertained,  defiring  him  to  accept  of  it  as  a  pledge 
of  his  friendlhip,  and  an  acknowlegemerjt  of  the  many 
favours  he  had  received  in  his  houfe.  The  citizen,  not 
at  all  dazzled  by  the  fight  of  a  crown,  returned  the  ge- 
nerous gueft  a  thoufand  thanks;  but  at  the  fame  time 
earneftlv  begged  he  would  excufe  him  from  affuming 
a  dignity  to  which  he  had  no  title,  as  not  being  of  the 
royal  family.  Hephseftio  was  not  a  little  furorifed  at  this 
anfwer ;  but  finding  the  Sidonian  in  eameft,  defired  ho 
would  name  fome  one  of  the  royal  race  to  be  invefted 
with  the  dignity  which  he  himfelr  had  refufed.  He  ac- 
cordingly named  Ballonymus,  a  man  of  an  unbleti^ifhed 
chara63ter,  but  fo  poor,  that  he  was  reduced  to  live  in  a 
very  obfcure  condition,  and  to  maintain  himfelf  with  his 
daily  labour.  Howevc;r,  his  poverty  and  mean  condition 
were  no  objeflion  to  Hephsbftio,  who  immediately  dif- 
patched  a  meflenger  to  him  With  the  royal  robes,  and 
tidings  of  his  elevatioti  to  the  throne.  The  meflenger 
found  him  all  in  rags,  working  in  a  garden  as  a  common 
labourer.    He  was  aftually  employed  in  drawing  water 

%  Hier.  contra  Jovian,  lib.  u  '  Max«  Tyr.  Serm.  xy» 
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out  of  a*  well,  when  the  meflenger  acquainted  him' Witt' 
his  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  cloathed  him  with  the 
royal  robes.  He  accepted  without  delay  the  new  dignity, 
and  proceeding  with  the  meflenger  towards  the  city,  was 
there  received  by  Hephaeftio  with  all  the  marks  of  dif- 
tindion  due  to  his  charafter.  Being  introduced  into  the 
forum,  among  the  joyful  (houts  of  the  people,  extremely 
pleafed  with  his  ele£lion,  he  was  proclaimed  king  of 
Sidon  *.  The  fame  occurrence  is  related,|with  fome  fmall 
variation  of  cJrcumftances,  by  Phitarch  ",  Curtius  %  and 
Juftin  y.  Plutarch  calls  this  king  Alynomus ;  Curtius  fays 
his  name  was  Abdolomius;  and  Juftin  rhakes  it  Abdalomi* 
nus.  Plutarch  afierts  he  was  king  of  Paphus ;  and  Dio- 
dorus  reprefents  both  him  and  his  predeceflbr  as  kings  of 
Tyre.  But  in  this  particular  we  have  abandoned  him, 
to  follow  the  current  of  hiftory,  which  places  Strato  and 
Ballonymus  among  the  kings  of  Sidon.  All  we  know  of 
his  reign  is,  that  to  the  laft  he  proved  faithful  to  the  Ma- 
cedonians, to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  crown. 
And  now  that  we  have  brought  the  kings  of  Sidon  down 
to  the  conqueft  of  Phoenice  by  the  MacedonianSj  let  us  re* 
turn  to  the  kings  of  Tyre. 

Kingt  ofTyn* 

We  are  left  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the  ferics  of  the 
kings  who  reigned  at  Tyre  before  Abibal,  with  whom 
Jofephus  and  Theophilus   Antiochenus  begin  the  fuc- 
ceflion  they  have  furniflied  us  with  from  Menander  the 
Ephefian,  and  Dius,  both  authors,  as  Jofephus  calls  them^ 
of  unqueftionable  credit.     Dius,  by  birth  a  Phoenician,, 
wrote  the  hiftory  of  Tyre,  extracted  from  the  public  re- 
cords, which  were  carefully  preferved  in  that  city.     And 
Menander  compiled  the  lives  and  aftions  of  princes,  both 
Greek  and  Barbarian,  as  the  fame  Jofephus  tells  us,  from 
public  archives. 
Yr/of  F\       The  firft  king  of  Tyre  mentioned  by  thofe  hiftorians  is 
AnitChr    ^^^^^^*  ^^   Abeimal,   as    he  is   named  by  Theophilus. 
^joqS.  ^'  With  regard  to  his  anions,  and  the  years  oi  his  reign,  we 
I   are  left  quite  in  the  dark.     He  was  contemporary  with 
AHbaL        David,  and  probably  joined  with  the  neighbouring  nations 
againft  him,  fince  David  counts  the.  Inhabitants  of  Tyre 
among  his  enemies  ^ 

t  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  xvii.  u  Plutarch  de  Fortuna  Alexan- 
dri,  lib.  ii.  x  Curtius,  Kb.  iv.  cap,  a.  y  Juftin,  lib.  ix.  cap.  lo. 
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Abibal  was  fiicteeded  by  his  fon  Hii'ain,  whom  Theo-  Yr.  of  FU 
}>hiluS  calls  fometimes  Hieromus,  and  fometimes  Hiero-      i^oi* 
menus ;   Jofephus   deilominiates  him  Hiram  and  Irom ;  Ante  Chr« 
Tatian  and  Zonaras  write  Chiramus.    This  prince  main-^       '^^  * 
tained  a  clofefriendihip  with  king  David^  to  whom  he  fHfg^, 
fent  ambafladorsy  probably^  to  congratulate  him  upon  his 
viftory  over  the  Jebufites,  whom  he  had  juft  then  driven 
from  the  ftrong  hold  of  Zion,  and  to  conclude  an  alli- 
ance.   He  preiented  him  with  cedar- trees,  and  fent  fkil-* 
ful  workmen  to  build  him  a  palace  in  JerUfalem  \     And 
hence  he  is  faid  in  Scripture  to  have  been  *'  ever  a  lover 
of  Dayid  ^J*  Upon  the  death  of  David,  and  the  fucceffion 
of  Solomon  to.  the  throne,  the  affection  Hiram  had  ever 
msdntained  for  the  father,  prompted  him  to  fend  a  con-* 
gratulatory  embafly  to  the  fon,  upon  the  news  of  his  ac- 
<:effion  to  the  government*    Upon  the  return  of  thofe  am- 
bafladorsy  Solomon  embraced  the  occafion,  and  wrote  a 
letter  to  Hiram,  in  thefe  terms  "i 

**  King  Solomon  to  king  Hiram,  greeting. 

*•  Be  it  known  to  thee,  O  King,  that  my  father  David 
**  had  it  a  long  time  in  his  mind  to  ereft  a  temple  to  the 
*•  Lord ;  but  being  perpetually  in  war,  and  under  a 
•*  neceffity  of  clearing  his  hands  of  his  enemies,  and 
•'  making  them  all  his  tributaries,  befofe  he  could  attend 
*^  this  gfeat  and  holy  work,  he  hath  left  it  to  me,  in 
**  time  of  peace,  both  to  begin,  add  to  finifh  it,  accord- 
**  ing  to  the  direction,  as  well  as  the  prediSion,  of  Al- 
"  mighty  God.  Blefled  be  his  great  name,  for  thepre- 
'*  fent  tranquility  of  my  dominions  !  and  by  his  gracious 
•*  ai&ftance,  1  fhall  now  dedicate  the  beft  improvements 
*'  of  this  liberty  and  leifure  to  his  honour  and  worfhip. 
•*  Wherefore  I  make  it  my  requeft,  that  you  will  let  fome 
•*  of  your  people  go  along  with  fome  fervants  of  mine,' 
"  to  Mount  Libanus,  to  affift  them  in  cuttinig  down  fna- 
•<  terials  for  this  building ;  for  the  Sidonians  underftand 
**  it  much  better  than  we  do.  As  for  the  Workmen's 
**  reward,  or  wages,  whatever  you  think  reafonable,  ihall 
**  be  pun£tually  paid  them.** 

Hiram  Was  much  pleafed  with  Solomon's  lettier;,  and 
returned  him  the  following  anfwer : 

•*  King  Hiram  to  king  Solomon. 

**  Nothing  could  have  been  more  welcome  to  me,  thafl 
**  to  underftand  that  the  government  of  your  blefled  fa- 

xa  Sam.  v.  ix«  tod  i  Chron.  xiv.  x.  r  x  KingSi  v.  !• 
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*'  thcr  18  icvoltcd,  by  Ood^s  providence,  kito  the  6aii^9 
**  of  (b  elcellent,  fo  ^ife^  and  fe  tiituous  a  fucceflbr ;  His 
**  hq\j  name  be  praifcd  for  it !  That  which  you  write 
<*  for  &M  be  done  with  aU  care  a^  good  wiU ;  for  I  will 
<«  give  order  to  go  downt  and  export  foch  quantities  of 
^*  the  faireft  cedars,  and  cypreCs-trees,  as  you  Aall  have 
<<  occafion  for.  My  people  (hall  brin^  them  to^  die  fea- 
<<  fide  for  yotijt  atid  from  thence  fhip  them  away  to  what 
'*  part  you  pteafci  where  tbey  may  Ue  ready  for  your  own 
<<  men  td  tranfport  them  td  Jerufalem.  It  would  be  « 
<*  great  obligation,  after  all  this^  to  allow  us  fuch  a  pn>- 
*'  vifioti  of  com  in  exchange,  as  may  ftand  with  your 
^*  convenience ;  fot  that  is  the  commodity  we  iflandera 
^  want  moft  V 

Jofephus  azures  us,  thdt  the  originals  of  thefe  letters^ 
were  extant  in  his  time,  both  in  the  Jewilh  and  Tyriaa 
records  (B).  *  And  they  are  entirely  agreeable  to  what  is 
delivered  in  Scripture  upon  the  fame  Aibje£t.  Solomon 
was  highly  pleafcd  with  Hiram's  anfwer,  and^  in  return. 
Sot  his  generous  offers,  ordered  him  a  yearly  prefent  of 
twenty  tnouland  meafures  of  wheat,  and  as  many  mea*- 
fures  of  pure  oil.  Befides  the  cedar-wood,  and  other 
materials  for  building  the  temple,  Hiram  fent  to  Solomon 
a  man,  who  was  very  fam)>us  in  Tyre  for  working  in  gold^ 
filver,  and  odier  metals,  toaffift  and  dtre£^  him  in  that 
great  undertaking.  Neither  did  Hiram's  friendfiiip  to<^ 
wards  Solomon  ftop  here)  for  he  not  only  furniihed  hint' 
with  the  choiceft  wood  from  Moimt  liibanus,  and  able 
archite^is  and  workmen,  but  moreover  advanced  bim  one 
hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold  for  finifliing  of  the 
j'abric.  Solomon  was  not  behind^hand  with  bim  in  his  ac*- 
knowlegjements  and  prefents'i  for^  befidesthe  yearly  fup* 
ply  of  ^eat  and  oil  above  mentioned,  he  beftowed  apoit 
tiim  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee,  not  far,  from^ 
Tyre,  which  Hiram  frankly  declined  accepting,  as  tbey 
were  not  much  to  his  likmg.  From  this  refufal,  that 
part  of  the  country  was  called  Cabul,  that  i&y  di/pUafing  \ 


*  Jofeph.  lib.  viii.  cap.  s« 
tkbt  ru{>ra. 

(B)  Eufebius,  who  calls  this 
Uing  Surpn,  gin^s  us  this  letter 
with  much  variation,  from  Jo- 
fephus. He  makes  this  Sido- 
nian  monarch  fay,  that  he  had 
fent  to  Solomon  eighty  jthou- 


«  X  Kings,  is.  1%,  and  Ibfe^b* 

Iknd  Phoenicians  and  Tyrianfr^ 
— That  the  archite6t  he  fent 
him  was  a  Tynan  by  birbh  ; 
but  that,  by  the  mother's  iidc,. 
he  was  defcended  of  the  tribe- 
of  David,  &Ct 
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fiCraio  (proved  no  lefs  ^gnskeable  to  Sdomon  in  equip- 
ping  his  fleet)  than  in  perfeding  the  grand  work  of  ^e 
maple.  For  he  no  fooner  heard  that  the  king  of  Ifrael 
vdefigned  to  build  a  fiei^  at  Eloth  and  Eziim-geber  (two 
£»upoft  towns  in  the  Red  6ea),  in  order  to  carry  on  a 
trade  firom  thence  to  Ophir,  than  he  generoufly  fumifhed 
iiim  with  as  many  builders  and  (hipwrights  as  he  had  oo- 
cafion  for 4  and  afterwards  lent  him  expert  pilots,  and 
ikilfttl  mariners,  to  condudt  his  ihips  to  the  land  of  Oj^ir* 

Dius,  as  quoted  by  Jofephus,  tells  us,  that  the  love  of 
wifdom  was  .the  cjiief  inducement  to  that  tendemefs  Otf  i 
friendfliip  between  Solomon  and  Hiram ;  that  they  inter* 
changed  ceillain  riddles  to  be  unfolded,  upon  condition^ 
that  he  who  failed  of  the  folution  fhould  incur  a  forfeiture  ^ 
and  that  Hkam,  finding  the  queftion  too  harJ  for  him^ 
paid  the  penalty.  But  one  Abdemonus,  a  .Tyrian,  re* 
folved  the  quenion,  and  propofed  new  riddles  to  Solo- 
mon, upon  the  penalty  of  paying  fo  mfich  to  Hiram,  if 
he  did  not  folve  them  to  fatidfa£tion. 

The  kingdom  of  Tyre  was  in  a  v^ry  flourifhing  condi- 
tion under  this  prince.  He  repaired  and  improved  divers 
cities  in  the  eaftem  parts  of  his  dominions;  enlarged 
lyre,  and,  by  the  help  of  a  dam,  joined, it  to. the  temple 
of  the  Olympian  Jupiter,  {landing  in  an  ifland.  In  tJiis 
temple  he  dedicated  a  golden  piliar  to  Jupiter.  He  built 
two  temples,  one  to  Hercules,  another  to  Aftarte;  and 
enriched  them  with  donatives.  To  Hercules  he  alfo 
ereAed  a  ftatue,  and  is  faid  to  have  repaired  the  temples 
nf  other  gods,  and  endowed  them  to  a  very  great  value ^^. 
Hiram,  it  feems,  was  rather  a  religious  than  a  warlil^e 
prince  ;  for  the  only  military  expedition  we  read  oT,  <lur- 
ifig  his  reign,  is  that  which  he  undertook  againft  the  £y- 
ceans,  Who  refufed  to  pay  him  a  certain  tribute ;  but  they 
W€fc  foon  reduced  to  reaion. 

It  i6  related  by  Tatian,  from  Theodotus,  Hyficrates, 
andMochus,  threeThoenician  hifliorians,  that  king  Hiram 
gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  Solomon,  who  was,  by 
her  influence,  induced  to  worihip  Aihteroth,  the  goddeis 
of  the  Sidonians^.  Hiram  lived  fifty-three  years,  and 
reigned  thirty-four  **. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Baleazar,  Baleaftartus,  Yr.  of  Fl, 
or  Bazor,  as  Theophilus  calls  him,  who  -  reigned  fevcn  .  *^^ru|r 
years,  accordii|g  to  Jofephus,  ^nd  feventeen,  according      ,^,^, 

^  Menand.  Ephef.  &  Dlus.'apud  Jofeph.  ubi  fupra.        c  Tatiao.  Balnntsn 
Orat«.coDJtia  GraKOs.  ^  Tboopb.  Aatioeh.  lib*  iil. 
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to  Thcophilus ;  and  died  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his 
age  *'. 

J^hiaftar-        Abdaftartus,  the  fon  of  Baleazar,  fucceeded  his  father  ; 

ius.  and  died,  according  to  Jofephus,  in  the  twentieth  year 

of  his  life,  and  the  ninth  of  his  reign,  Theophilus  fays, 
be  died  3t  the  age  of  fif ty-four,  after  having  reigned  twelve 
years*  This  prince  was  murdered  by  his  nurfe's  four  fons, 
.  the  pldeft  of  whom  ufurped  the  kingdom,  and  governed 
it  twelve  years.  ^ 

AJiartus*  Aftartus,    the  brother   of  Abdaftartus,   recovered  the 

throne  to  his  family,  lived   fixty-fix  years,  and  reigned 
twelve. 

^fanmus.  After  him  came  his  brother  Aftarimus,  who  lived,  if 
.  ve  may  believe  Jofephus,  (ifty-four  years,  and  reigned 
jtw:elve.  Theophilus  calls  him  Atharymus,  and  fays, 
that  he  lived  fifty-eight  ye^rg.  He  w  as  affaffinated  by  his 
brother  Phelle^,  who  aflumed  the  government  in  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  age. 

fheUes,  The   ufurper  Phelles,  or,    as  Theophilus  calls  him, 

.  Hellas,  did  not  long  enjoy  the  throne  he  had  acquired  by 
fo  bafc  and  wicked  an  a6l  \  for  he  was  murdered  in  the 
eighth  month  of  his  reign;  by 

Yr.  of  Fl.      Ithobal,    .whom  TheophiJus  names  Juthobal,    fon  to 

A  *^^rh   '  Aftarimu$,  and  chief  prieft  of  thegoddefs  Aftarte;  which 

"061.  ^'  dignity  was  n^mt  to  that  of  the  king*     Ithobal  lived  to 

■     *    ,  the  age  of  fixty-eight  years,  and  ruled  thirty-two,  fays 

IfAobaL  Jofephus ;  but,  if  we  credit  Theophilus,  he  lived  forty 
years,  and  reigned  twelve.  He  is  called  io  Scripture 
£th-Ba»l,  and  ftyled  king  of  the  Sidonians*^.  Jofephus 
:  gives  hi|*i  the  title  of  king  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Whence 
it  is  plain,  that,  in  Eth-BaaFs  time,  Sidon  was  fjibjcft  to 
.  Tyre.  When  that  fubje£l:ion  began  is  ijncertain ;  for, 
even  in  king  Hiram's  time,  the  Tyrians  were,  in  all  pro- 
bability, matters  of  Sidon  ;  fince  Solomon,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  applied  to  fjiram  for  workmen  of  Si- 
don, who  were  famous  for  their  (kill  in  hewing  of  timber. 
Ithobal  built  Botrys  in  Phoqnice,  and  Auzates  in  Africa, 
Jezebel,  king  Ahab's  wife  (whom  we  ihall  have  occafion 
to  mention  hereafter),  was  daughter  to  thi^  prince.  Me- 
nander,  as  quoted  by  Jofephus,  tells  us,  that,  in  **  the 
time  of  £th-Baal,  king  of  Tyre,  there  was  an  extreme 
drought,  that  lafted  from  the  month  Hyperberetaeus,  till 
'     the  fame  month  next  year.     Prayers  being  put  up  for 

^verting  the  judgment,  were  followed  by  mighty  claps  of 

• 

•  Joi^pb .  lib.  i.  contra  Apion.  ^  i  Kings  xvi.  s  1 1 

thunder.** 
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diunder^."    This  was  undoubtedly  the  drought  under 

^ab;  for  it  was  in  his  reign  that  £th-B^al  was  king  of  1 

Tjrre, 

After  him  his  fon  Badezor  (who,  by  TheophHus,  is  Badexar, 
called  Bazor)  reigned,  according  to  Jofephus,  fix  years, 
and  Kved  forty-five*    Theophilus  fays,  he  reigned  fcven. 

His  fon  Mettinus  fucceeded  him,  and  reigned  nine  MtttinMs. 
years,  fays  Jofephus;   twenty-nine  according  to  Theo- 
philus.    He  died  in  the  thirty'-fecohd  year  of  his  age, 
leaving  behind  him  two  fons,  PygmalLon  and  Barca,  and 
as  many  daughters,  Elifa  and  Anna. 

Pygmalion  afcendjsd  the  throne  on  the  death  of  his  Pjgmalkn. 
father  Mettinus,  being  at  that  time,  as  we, are  told  by 
JuAin  **,  very  young ;  that  is,  fixteen,  according  to  the  com- 
putation of  Jofephus,  who  fuppofes  him  to  have  lived 
fifty-fix  years,  and  reigned  forty  K  It  was  in  the  feventh 
year  of  his  reign  that  his  fitter  Elifa,  called  alfoDido,  flying 
from  Tyre,  built  Carthage  in  Africa.  The  occafion  of  her 
flight  is  commonly  related  thus :  Pygmalion,  coveting  the 
immenfe  riches  of  his  uncle  Sichseus,  who  was  a  prieft 
of  Hercules,  and  had  married  his  fitter  Elifa,  determined, 
by  feme  means  or  other,  to  make  them  his  own.  But, 
as  his  purpofe  could  not  be  efFedled  fo  long  as  Sichseus 
was  alive,  he  invited  him  one  day  to  hunt  with  him;  and 
while  their  attendants  were  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  a 
wild  boar,  ran  him  through  with  a  fpear ;  then,  throwing 
him  down  a  precipice,  gave  out,  that  the  fall  had  been 
the  occafion  of  his  death.  Juftin  and  Virgil  fay,  that 
Pygmalion  barbaroufly  murdered  his  uncle  at  the  altar  ^. 
Buty  however  that  be,  he  reaped  no  advantage  from  his 
treachery ;  he  was  difappointed,  when  he  leaft  expelled 
it,  by  the  prudent  and  artful  condu£l  of  his  fitter  Elifa, 
who,  being  a  woman  of  great  fagacity  and  penetration, 
well  knew  what  had  prompted  him  to  the  murder  of  her 
hufband  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  concealing  her  thoughts 
with  the  moft  artful  diflimulation,  fliewed  the.  fame  kind- 
nefs  and  etteem  for  him,  as  though  fhe  had  not  enter- 
tained the  leaft  fufpicion  of  his  guilt.  Mean  while,  hav- 
ing formed  a  defign  of  leaving  Tyre,  and  faving  both  her- 
felf,  and  the  treafures  of  her  deceafed  huftiand,  from  the 
cruel  avarice  of  Pygmalion,  under  pretence  of  retiring  to 
Charta  or  Chartaca,  a  fmall  city  between  Sidon  and  Tyre^ 

V  Menand.  Epbef.  apud  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  viii.  cap.  7,         k  juf. 
ftin.  lib.  xviii.  ^  Jofeph.  contra  Apion,  lib.  i.  X  Juftin^ 

lib.  xviii.  cap.  4.    Vlrg.  ^neid.  i.  ver.  3^S— *35o, 
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to  live  with  her  brother  Barca,  flic  defired  the  king  td 
furni(h  her  with  men  and  (hips  to  convey  thither  her 
efie£ts.  The  covetous  prince  looked  upon  this  as  a  fair 
opportunity  of  feizing  at  laft  what  he  had  for  fo  long  a 
time  earneftly  defired,  though  always  in  vain ;  becaufe 
Sichseus,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  ne- 
phew's avaricious  temper,  had  taken  care  to  conceal  his 
riches  under-ground.  With  this  view  Pygmalion  wil- 
lingly granted  EHfa  her  requeft :  (he  being  afhiled  by  her 
brother  Barca,  and  feveral  fenators,  who  were  privy  to 
her  true  deCgn,  and  engaged  to  follow  her  at  all  adven- 
tures, her  treafufes  were  put  on  board,  and  the  fleet  out  of 
light,  before  Pygmalion  was  apprifed  of  her  refolution. 
We  are  told,  that  feeing  himfelf  thus  deluded  by  a  wo- 
man, and  the  vaft  riches,  which  he  deemed  already  fecured 
in  his  own  cofFers,  fnatched,  by  fuch  a  cunning  device, 
put  of  his  hands,  he  ordered  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out  with 
all  poflfible  expedition,  in  order  to  purfue  the  fugitives ; 
but  was  prevented  by  the  tears  of  his  mother  and  the 
threats  of  an  oracle.  The  firft  place  our  adventurers 
touched  at  was  the  ifle  of  Cyprus,  from  whence  they 
carried  oflFa  great  number  of  young  women,  a  fupply  they 
wanted  moft- of  all,  fince  their  defign  was  to  plant  a  new 
colony.  From  Cyprus  they  (leered  their  courfe  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  where  they  landed,  and,  being  kindly 
entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of  Utica,  a  Tyrian  colony, 
laid  the  foundation  of  Carthage;  a  city  which,  inifter- 
ages,  became  to  powerful  both  by  fea  and  land,  as  to 
irontend  with  Rome  for  the  empire  of  the  world  K  From 
Barca  fprang  the  illuftrious  family  of  the  Barcae  in  Africa ; 
which  produced  many  celebrated  heroes,  and,  among 
others,  the  great  Hannibal.  Pygmalion  is  faid,  by  Stc- 
phanus,  to  have  built  the  city  or  Carpafia  in  the  ifland  of 
Cvpriis.  He  fent  to  the  temple  of  Hercules,  in  the. ifland 
or  Gades,  a  rich'donative,  being  the  figure  of  an  olive- 
tree  of  maflive  *gold,  and  of  mofl:  exquifite  and  curious 
workmanfhip ;  its  berries,  which  were  of  emerald,  bear- 
ing a  wonderous  refemblance  to  the  natural  fruit  of  that 
tree  K 
fUnUus.  The  next  king  of  Tyre  we  find  mentioned  in  hiftory,  i$ 
Elulaeus,  who  reigned  in  the  time  of  Shalmanefer,  king 
cf  Afllyria.    This  prince^  feeing  the  Philiftines  broken 

^Juftin.  lib.  xviii.  cap.  4.  Orof.  lib.  iv.  cap.  a.  Appian.de 
Bell.  Pun.  Liv,  Pecad.  iv.  lib.  4.  Serv.  in  lib.  iv.  /Eneid.  Jofeph. 
iibi  fupra,  &c«        ^  Pbiloftrat*  in  Vit.  Apollpn*  lib.  v.  cap.  i. 
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Srnd  ffi^lritcti  ly  Iftre  War  wiiicii  HczeTciah  had  made  npdn 
them,  kid  hold  of  the  opporttrhity  of  reducing  Gatfi, 
Which  had  fome  tiffie  before  reVohcd  from  the  Tymn^. 
Whefre^ppon  the  Gittites,  applymg  to  Shalmanefer,  en- 
gaged hrm  in  their  caufe ;  fo  that  he  mai^ched  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  antiyintoPhoenice ;  but,  upon  the  concla- 
fion  of  a  peace  between  him  and  Elulaeus,  he  wrthd^e^»•  ^ 

his  troops,  and  retired.    Not  long  after  this  event,  Sidoh, . 
Arce,  Pal«tyrds,  and  fevefal  oflier  maritime  towns  of 
Phoenice,  revolting  from  the  Tynans,  proclaimed  Shal- 
matiefer   their  king.      Thus  a  new  war  being  kindled  y^.  of  Fl, 
between  the  Tyfians  and  Aflyrians,  Shalmanefer,  highly       i6ji. 
provoked  againll  the  Tyrians,  the  only  people  in  Phoenice  Ante  Chr. 
th^t  dffpttted  his  power  and  authority,  refolved  to  ufe  his        7'7* 
utmoft  endeavours  to  reduce  their  cify;  and  therefore,  ' 

beiides  his  land  forces,  he  ordered  a  ffeet  of  fixty  fail  to 
be  equipped  againft  them.  But  this  navy  was  encountered 
and  difperfed  by  the  Tyrians,  with  only  twelve  veffels,  and 
five  hundred  of  the  rowers  were  taken  prifonefs.  This 
viftory  gained  the  Tyrians  fuch  reputation  for  naval  af- 
fairs, that  Shalmanefer,  dreading  tb  chgage  them  a  feCorid 
time  at  fea,  turned  the  war  into  a  fiege,  and  leaving  the 
army  to  block  up  the  city,  returned  into  Aflyria,  The 
forces  'he  left  behind  him  reduced  the  place  to  great  ftraits, 
by  (lopping  the  aquedufts,  placing  guards  by  the  fprings, 
and  cutting  off  all. the  conveyances  of  water.  However, 
by  digging  wellis  within  the  city,  they  found  fome  relief 
in  their  diftrefs,  which  enabled  them  to  hold  out  for  the 
fpace  of  five  years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  Shalmanefer  dy- 
ing, the  fi^e  was  raifed*.     Elulaeus  reigned  thirty  years. 

Ithbbal  fi.  pofleffed  Ae  throne  in  the  lime  of  Nebii-  yj..  of  Fl, 
chadnezzar  king  of  Babylon,  who  laid  fiege  to  the  dity  of       1763. 
Tyre,  which  kept  that  mighty  monarch   employed  for  AnteChv. 
thirteen  years  together  K    Such  was  the  power  of  the  Ty-        5^5* 
rians  at  that  Hrhe.    We  have  the  defcription  of  the  fiege  xthohalH^ 
in  EzelieH,  who  mentions  a  fort  raifed  againil  the  place,  * 

a  motat  call  up,   and  engines  of  war  erefted  to  batter 
down  its  walls.     At  laft,  Nebuchadnezzar  made  him-  Vr.  of  Fl. 
fclf  matter  of  the  city  j  but,  as  moft  part  of  the  citizens       i?^^* 
had'retired,  with  all  their  efFe£ts,  elfewhere,  before  he   A"'*  ^^^* 
entered  the  place,  he  had  nothing  but  an  empty  town  for        ^^*' 
his  painft,  as  is  plain  from  the  Scripture,  where  it  is  faid, 
^^'Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  catifed  his  army  to 

•  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  cap.    14*  .      .      J*  Philoftrat. 

sipuci  Jofeph.  Antic),  lib.  x.  cap.   11.   and  lib.  i.  contra  Apion. 
\  £zek«xxvi.  8.  &  fec^. 
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fcrvc  a  great  fervice  againft  Tyrus — yet  he  had  no  wageSf 
nor  his  army,  for  Tyrus."  Finding  himfclf  thus  difap- 
pointedy  he  vented  his  rage  upon  the  buildings,  and  the 
few  inhabitants  that  were  left,  rafing  the  town  to  the 
ground,  and  putting  all  he  found  in  it  to  the  fword. 
Ithobal,  in  whofe  reign  this  difafter  happened  to  Tyre, 
was,  according  to  the  charadler  the  prophet  gives  him', a 
moft  proud,  arrogant,  and  afluming  prince;  pretended 
to  know  all  fecrets,  to  be  as  wiie.  as  Daniel,  and  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  rank  himfelf  among  the  gods ;  an  im-» 
pious  pride  which  brought,  that  heavy  judgment  upon 
him,  ^*  Becaufc  thou  haft  fet  thine  heart  as  the  heart  of 
God  5  behold,  therefore,  I  will  bring  ftrangers  upon  thee  ;— 
they  fhall  bring  thee  down  to  the  pit,  and  thou  (halt  die 
the  death  of  them  that  are  flain  in  the  midft  of  the  feas  •/* 
From  whence  we  may  conclude,  that,  in  this  war,  he 
was  ilain  by  the  Aflyrians. 

As  it  is  plain  from  Scripture,,  that  Nebuchadnezzar 
utterly  deftroyed  the  city  of  Tyre,  which  he  found  empty; 
,  and  as,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  by  the  Phoeni- 
cian hiftorians,  that  Ithobal  was  fucceeded  in  the  king- 
dom of  Tyre  by  Baal,  and  Baal  by  feveral  temporary  ma- 
giftrates  ;-  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre 
retreated  with  their, efFefts,  before  Nebuchadnezzar  car- 
ried  the  plade,  to  an  iiland  about  half  a  mile  diftant  from 
the  fhore,  where  they  built  themfelves  a  new  city;  which, 
after  the  deftrudtion  of  the  old  town,  fubmitted  to  Nc- 
Baah  bucbadnezzar,   who  appointed  Baal   to  be    his  viceroy, 

But,  upon  Baal's  death,  in  order  to  make  the  government 
more  dependent  on  the  Aflyrians,  he  changed  the  royal 
Yr.  of  Fl.   dignity  into  that  of  temporary  magiftrates,  called  fufietes 
1786.      .(C)  or  judges;  a  name  well  known  among  the  Carthagi- 
Ante  Chr.   nJans,  who  were  originally  Tyrians. 

^  *'  Baal  reigned  ten  years,  and,   upon  his  death,  the  fol- 

TyregO'       lowing  judges  had  the  government  of  the  city;  Ecnibal 

werned  by     the  fon  of  Bafbech,  two  months ;  Chelbes,  the  fon  of  Ab- 

judges.         daeus,  ten  months  ;  the  high-prieft  Abbar,  three  months;' 

Mytgonus  or  Myttonus,  and  Geraftus,  the  fons  of  Abde- 

limus,  fix  years.     After  Tyre  had  been  thus  governed  for 

fome  years  by  judges,   the  royal  dignity  was  reftored  ; 

and 

r  Ezek.  xxviii,  3,  4.  •  Ibid,  ver*  (S,  7,  8. 

(C)  **  Suffetes — haditsderi-  the  chief  governors  of  Ifrael 
vation  from  the  Hebrew  word  were  called  for  feveral  gene- 
Jhophetim^x,  t.  judges  \  which  rations,  before  they  had  kipgs." 
was  the  very  name  whereby    Prideaux*sConne(^«vol.i,p.  92. 

Balator 


The  H^ory  of  the  PhanictMS.  43 

-  Balatbr created  king;  but  both  he, and  his  fucceflbrs   Yr.ofFI. 
were  entirely  dependent  on,  and  tributatries  to,  the  A£-      1791. 

'  fyrians,  for  the  fpace  of  feventy  years ;  which  being  ex-  •A.ntc  Chr. 
pired,    they  recovered,    according    to   the   prophecy  of       ^S^* 
Ifaiah ',  their  ancient  liberty.     Balator  reigned  but  one  g^^^ 
year;  and  at  his  death,  the  Tyrians  invited  Merbal  from  Ung. 
Babylon,  who  reigned  four  years.  MtrkaL 

Merbal  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Irom,  who  reigned  irom. 
twenty  years.    Jn  the  fourteenth  year  of  Irom's  reign, 
Cyrus,  according  to  the  Phoenician  annals,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  Perfian  empiie  •. 

Several  years  after  Irom,  reigned  Marten  the  fon  of  Yr.  of  FL 
.  Sirom..    He  ferved  in  Xerxes's  navy  againft  the  Greeks ;      ««^«. 
and,  with  the  other  commanders,  advifed  him  to  engage  Ante  Chr. 
the  Grecian  fleet  at  Salamis  ^    The  Tyrians,  as  well  as        ^  ^' 
the  other  Phoenicians,  were,  at  this  time,  tributaries  to  MarUUm 
the  Perfians,  though  under  a  king  of  their  own,  being 
greatly  favoured  by  the  Perfian  monarchs,  in  confidera- 

-  tion  of  the  fervices  they  rendered  them  in  their  naval  ex- 
peditions. 

About  this  time  reigned  Strato,  whofe  accefllon  to  Sirat§i 
•  the  throne  is  thus  related  by  Juftin".  The  flaves,  who 
were  then  very  numerous  at  Tyre,  having  formed  a  con- 
ipiracy  againft  their  mafters,  murdered  them  all  in  one 
night  (except  Strato,  whom  his  flave  fecretly  faved); 
and,  taking  pofleflion  of  the  city,  married  their  miftreffes, 
and  put  all  the  others  to  the  fword,  who  were  not  of  their 
own  race.  Having  thus  not  only  recovered  their  liberty, 
but  made  themfelves  abfolute  lords  of  the  ftate,  they  re- 
folved  to  create. a  king  out  of  their  own  body,  and  un- 
animoufly  agreed,  that  he  fliould  be  raifed  to  that  dignity, 
as  being  the  moil  acceptable  to  the  gods,  who,  the  next 
morning,  ihould  firft  fee  the  rifing  fun.  In  purfuance  of 
this  relolution  and  agreement,  they  appointed  to  meet 
about  midnight  in  an  open  field,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
city,  and  there>  with  one  accord,  beftow  the  crown  upon 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  fun  ihould  fhew  himfelf  firft. 
In  the^  mean  time,  Strato's  flave,  having  imparted  the 
whole  matter  to  his  mafter,  whom  he  kept  carefully  con-  . 
cealed,  was  by  him  inflruf^ed  to  turn  himfelf,  not  to  the 
eaft,  as  the  others  would  probably  do,  but  to  the  weft, 
and  there  keep  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  top  of  the  higheft 

t  Ifa.  xxiii.  15,  17.  ■  Vide  Jofcph.  lib.  i.  contra  Apion# 

t  Herodotus,  lib,  vi  cap.  98.  &  lib.  viii.  cap.  67.  «  Juftin* 

lib.  xviii,  cap.  3. 

tower 
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^owtr  oF  the  city.  Thu  flavc  obeyed  his  Tiiaftcr*6  i&cc- 
-tibttSy  and  wns  tner^i^e  looked  upon  by  the  ^hole  muU. 
titude  as  no  bet tei  than  a  mad<-nian  j  it  feeming  to  them 
very  ft  range,  th^t  a  man  ihould  lobk  fornthe  rifing-iftm  in 
the  weft.  But  they  were  foon  made  fenfible  of  their 
error;  for,  \^hile  the  others  flood  gazing  towards  the 
eaft,  in  expe£l:ation  of  -feeing  the  fun  appear,  Strato's 
ilave  ftiewed  them  the  high  edifices  of  the  city  already  il- 
luminated with  his  rays ;  whereupon  he  was  highly  ap- 
plauded by  his  companions,  and  eagerly  prefied  to  name 
the  perfon  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  fuch  a  wife  con- 
trivance, which  they  could  not  afcribe  to  him,  or  any 
other  flave.  He  refufed  at  firft  to  gratify  their  curiofity  ; 
but,  at  laft,  upon  promife  of  impunity  for  himfelf,  and 
the  perfdn  he  ihould  name,  he  owned,  that,  out  of  com- 
paflion  and  gratitude  towards  his  mafter,  who  had  always 
treated  him  with  great  humanity  and  kindnefs,  he  had 
faved  both  him  and  his  fon  in  the  common  mailacre,  an4 
afled  in  the  afiair  they  were  fo  inquifitive  ^bout,  atcord- 
ing  to  his  dirediions.  The  multitude  not  only  pardonal 
the  Have,  but,  looking  on  the  mafter  as  one  preferved  by 
a  particular  providence  of  the  gods>  immediately  pro- 
claimed him  king.    This  is  all  we  know  of  Strato. 

At  his  demife,  his  fon  was  placed  on  the  throne ;  and 

the  kingdom  of  Tyre  was  enjoyed  by  his  defcendents, 

among  whom,  the  only  prince  we  find  mentioned  in  hif- 

Azilmtc.      tory  is  Azelmic,  in  whofe  reign  happened  the  memorable 

ficge  and  reduftionof  that  city  by  Alexander  the  Great  r. 

'         We  may  judge  of  its  flourifliing  condition  at  that  time, 

from  the  ftand  it  made  ag^inft  that  viAorbus  prince^^ 

fince  it  ftopped  the  coudfe  of  his  whole  army  full  feven 

months.    As  the  conqueror  approached  the  territories  of 

Tyre,    the  Tyrians   f6nt   out  ambafiadors  to  meet  him 

^{amoftgft  whom  was  the  king's  own  fon),  with  prefents 

fdrhimfelf,  and  provifions  for  his  army;  but,  when  be 

defired  to  enter  the  city,  under  pretence  of  offering  facrifioe 

fr-i    ^^  Hercules,    they  refufed  him   admittance;    a   repulfc 

Yr.  of  Fi.  ^i^j^}^  provoked  Alexander,  now  fiuftied  with  fo  many  vic- 

Ante  Chr.  tories,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  refolved  to  ftorm  the  city, 

333.       and  enter  it  by  force.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Tyiians, 

■  not  at  all  terrified  by  Alexander's  threats,  determined 

^^'^i'       ^^  fuftain  the  fiege  to  the  laft.    What  encouraged  them  io 

dfexaHder.   ^^^  refolution,  was  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  the 

confidence  they  had  in  the  Carthaginians^  their  allies* 

y  Arriaiius,  lib.  ii. 

The 
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The  city  tlieii  ftood  on  an  ifland  half  a  mile  diftant  from 
the  ihore ;  was  furrounded  with  a  ftjrong  wall  an  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  high,  and  ftored  with  great  plenty  of  provi-t 
fions,  and  all  fort^  of  warlike  machines ;  biefides,  the  Car- 
thaginianSy  who  were  then  matters  of  the  feas,  had  pro* 
mifed  to  fend  tbem  fuccours*  What  animated  the  Ty-^ 
liansto  fiand  a  fiege,  gave  Alexander  no  fmall  uneafinefs 
in  the  undertaking;  for  he  could  no  otherwife  make  hi» 
approaches  to  it^  dian  by  carrying  a  mole  or  cauley  fron% 
the  continent  to  the  ifland  on  which  the  city  ftood.  This> 
grand  work  he  undertook ;  and,  as  he  was  refolved  at  any 
rate  to  reduce  the  city,  he  accompliihed  it  atlaft,  maugre 
die  innumerabley  and  almoft  unuirmoantable  difficulties 
with  which  it  was  attended.  He  was  aflifted  in  raifing 
tfie  mole  (which  was  two  hundred  feet  in  breadth)  by  the 
iiAabitants  of  the  neighbouring  cities,  who  were  all  called 
io  on  this  occafion ;  fupplied  with  ftones  from  the  ruins 
of  (dd  T3rre,  and  with  timber  from  Mount  Libanus.  The 
Tyrians  at  firft  looked  upon  this  undertaking  as  a  raih  an<i 
daperate  attempt,  which  could  never  be  attended  with 
aayi  fucceffr ;  and  therefore,  from  their  fhips,  diey  aiked 
him  in  derifion.  Whether  he  beltevedhimfelf  to  be  greater 
Aan  Neptune  i  But,  feeing  the  mole  beginning  to  appear 
above  water,  they  refolved,  for  fear  of  the  worft,  to  fend 
Aeir  wives  and  children,  and  fuch  as  were  not  fit  for  fer-^ 
vice,  to  Carthage  ;  but  were  prevented  by  the  arrival  of 
Alexandei^s  fieet  from  Cyprus.  Neither  could  the  Car« 
thaglnians  affift  them  with  the  promifed  fuccours,  bein|; 
detained  at  home  by  domeftic  tioubles.  However,  the 
Tyrians  perfifted  in  the  refoludon  of  (landing  to  their  de«v 
i^e,  firft  from  their  fliips,  and  afterwards,  as  the  mole 
was  brought  nearer  die  city,  from  the  walls,  with  fliowers 
of  arrows,  darts,  ftones,  aiod  other  miffiles»  wherewitb 
they  made  a  moft  dreac^ul  havock  of  the  Macedonians^. 
who  were  employed  in  the  woric,  and  expofed  without 
any  defence.  But  what  moft  of  all  difheartened  the 
enemy,  was  a  violent  ftorm,  which,  arifing  all  on  a 
ibdden,  earned  away,  in  a  great  part,  the  caufey,  after 
k  liad  been,  with  unwearied  labour,  and  great  Ic^sof  men^ 
keui^t  near  the  walls  of  the  city..  This  unlucky  acci^ 
dent  perplexed  Alexander  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  l^egaa 
to  vcpcvit  he  had  undertaken  the  fiege,  and  would  have 
fiaot  ambafladors  to  the  Tyrians  with  terms  of  peace,  had 
he  believed  they  would  have  hearJcened  to  them.  But, 
Mifeey  had  thrown  headlong  into  the  fea  the  ambafladors, 
«ho>  before  the  £ege,  had,  in  his  name,  fuQ>moned  theni 

to 
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to  furfender,  he  was  afraid  thofe  he  fhould  fend  noii^/ 
might  meet  with  the  fame,  or  more,  fevere  treatments 
Being  therefore  diverted,  by  this  apprehenfion,  from  all 
thoughts  of  making  up  matters  by  way  of  treaty,  and 
fully  apprized,  that  his  reputation^  and  the  future  pro-. 
gfefs  of  his  arms,  entirely  depended  upon  the  fu^cefs  of. 
the  prefent  undertaking,  he  reaiTumed,  with  fceming- 
chearfulnefs,  the  work  j  repaired,  with  incredible  cxpe* 
dition,  the  breach,  which  the  fea  had  made  in  the  mole ; 
and,  having  brought  it  again  almoft  home  to  the  city,  be- 
gan to  batter  it  with  all  forts  of  warlike  engines,  while 
the  archers  and  {lingers  harafled,  without  interruption, 
.thofe  who  defended  it,  in  order  to  drive  them,  from  their 
pofts.  But  the  Tyrians,  by  means  of  a  new  contrivance 
of  wheels  with  many  fpokes,  which,  being  whirled  about 
with  an  engine,  either  (battered  in  pieces  the  enemies 
darts  and  arrows,  or  broke  their  force,  covered  themfelves 
againft  the  aggreflbrs,  and  killed  great  numbers  of  them, 
without  fufFenng  any  confiderable  lofs  on  their  own  fide« 
In  the  mean  time,  the  wall  began  to  yield  to  the  violence 
of  the  rams  that  battered  it  night  and  day  without  inter- 
ruption. In  this  dilemma,  the  befieged,  fetting  all  hand» 
to  work,  raifed,  in  a  very  ihort  time,  a  new  wall,  ten 
cubits  thick,  and  five  cubits  diftant  from  the  former;  and, 
by  filling  up  the  empty  fpace  between  the  two,  with  earth, 
and  ftones,  kept  the  Macedonians  a  long  while  employed^ 
ere  they  could  make,  with  all  their  engines,  the  leaft  im- 
prefiion  on  this  new  fortification.  Alexander,  having 
joined  many  of  his  Ihips  together,  and  mounted  them^ 
with  a  vaft  number  of  battering  engines^  befides  thofe  he 
had  already  placed  in  the  mole,  fucceeded  at  laft  in  the 
attempt,  and  made  a  breach  an  hundred  feet  wide.  Yet 
when  he  advanced  to  the  afiault,  in  hopes  of  breaking  into 
the  city  over  the  ruins,  the  Macedonians,  though  encou-^ 
raged  with  the  prefence  of  their  king,  were  forced  to  give 
ground,  and  retire  with  great  lofs  to  their  ihips.  Alexan- 
der defigned  to  renew  the  attack  next  morning  %  but,  the 
breach  having  been  repaired  by  the  Tyrians  during  th« 
night,  he  perceived  himfelf  no  further  advanced  than 
when  he  firft  began  to  batter  the  walls.  He  now  refolved 
to  change  his  meafures :  having  brought  the  mole  home 
to  the  wall,  he  caufed  feveral  towers  to  be  built  equal  m 
lieight  to  the  battlements.  Thefe  towers  he  filled  with 
the  moft  brave  and  refolute  men  in  his  army,  who,  pur- 
fuant  to  his  dire£):ions,  having  formed  a  bridge  ,with  large 
planks  refting  with  one  end  on  the  towers^  and  with  the 

other 
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other  on  the  top  of  the  ramparts,  endeavoured,  fwdrd  in 
hand,  to  gain  the  wall ;  but  could  not  prevail,  being  op-r 
pofed  by  the  Tyrians  with  unparalleled  bravery,  who  ufed 
weapons  with  which  the  Macedonians  were  altogether  un-  . 
acquainted.  Thefe  were  three-forked  hooks,  fafiened 
widi  a  cord  (one  end  whereof  they  held),  which,  being 
thrown  at  a  little  diftance,  ftuck  in  the  enemies  fhields^ 
and  gave  the  Tyrians  an  opportunity,  either  of  plucking 
their  targets  out  of  their  hands,  and  expofing  them,  with- 
out defence,  to  {bowers  of  darts  and  arrows ;  or,  if  they 
were  unwilling  to  part  with  their  (hields,  of  pulling  them 
headlong  out  of  the  towers :  fome,  by  throwing  a  kind  of 
fiihing-nets  upon  the  Macedonians  that  were  engaged  on 
die  bridges,  entangled  their  hands,  fo  that  they  could  nei«* 
ther  defend  themfehres,  or  offend  the  enemy ;  others,  by 
means  of  long  poles  armed  with  iron  hooks,  drew  them 
oflF  the  bridges,  and  daihed  their  brains  out  againft  the 
walls,  or  on  the  caufey.  In  the  mean  time,  a  great  many 
engines,  placed  on  the- walls,  played  inceifantly  upon  the 
aggreflbrs  with  mafly  balls  of  red-hot  iron,  wnich  fwept 
away  entire  ranks  at  once.  But  what  mod  of  all  dif- 
heartened  the  Macedonians  in  the  attack,  and  forced 
them,  at  laft,  to  give  it  over,  was,  the  fcorching  fand, 
which  the  Tyrians,  by  a  new  contrivance,  Ihowered  upon 
them :  this  fand  (which  was  thrown  in  red-hot  (hields 
9f  iron,  or  brafs)  infinuating  itfelf  within  their  breaft- 
plates^  and  coats  of  mail,  tormented  them  to  fuch  a  de- 
pee,  that  many,  finding  no  other  relief,  thiew  themfelves 
headlong  into  the  fea  $  and  others,  dying  in  the  anguifh 
of  inexpreffible  torments,  ftruck,  with  their  defperate 
cries,  a  terror  into  their  companions.  This  execution  oc* 
cafioned  unfpeakable  confufion  among  the  aflailants,  and 
gave  new  courage  to  the  Tyrians,  who,  now  leaving  the 
walls,  charged  the  enemy  hand  to  hand,  on  his  own 
bridges,  with  fuch  refolution,  that  Alexander,  feeing  his 
men  give  ground,  thought  fit  to  found  the  retreat,  and» 
by  that  expedient,  fave,  in  fome  degree,  the  reputaticMi 
of  his  Macedonians.  Such  defperate  attacks  were  fre- 
quentlv  renewed  by  the  aggreflbrs,  and  always  fuftained 
with  *tne  fame  unbroken  and  undaunted  courage  by  the* 
befieged.  At  length  Alexander  began  to  entertain  fome 
thoughts  of  abandoning  the  enterprize,  and  continuing 
his  march  into  Egypt ;  but,  confidering  the  dangerous 
confequences  that  muft  have  attended  fuch  a  refolution, 
be  determined  to  proceed  with  the  fiege  at  all  adventures, 
though,    of  all  bis  captains,    none  was  found,   except 

'  Amyntas, 
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Amynta^)  who  approved  of  ths^t  det^vmms^tipn/  Hayini; 
therefore  exhortc^d  hU  UQOps  tQ  p^^rfeyere,  and  QQCQurag<?4 
them  with  aflui^nces  o|  fuccefs  -,  he  (urrounded  the  cit/ 
with  his  fleet,  2^nd  begaa  to  batter  it  op  all  (idea.  M^il 
whites  one  of  the  TyrianS)  dreaming  that  ApoUp  d^.Sgn- 
ed  to  forfake  them,  ?md  go  over  to  Alexander*  they  ^f-^ 
t^ned  his  ft^tue,  with  golden  chains,  to  thq  altar  pf  H^r« 
cules.  This  ftpIofTus  belonged  formerly  tp  the  ^ity  pf  Gela 
in  Sicily,  and  was  fent  frpm  thence  by  the  Carthaginians^ 
when  they  took  Gela,  to  Tyre,  their  mpther  ^ity  ?.  lo 
this  Apollo  the  Tyrians  greatly  confide^ »  and  tberjefpre» 
upon  the  rumour  that  he  was  to  abandon  thenti  they  had 
r^courfe  even  to  chains,  in  order  to  pi:eveot  his  depaiture  f 
hut,  their  utter  ruin  b^ng  already  decr^dby  the  true 
God|  and  foretold  by  his  prophets^,  tii^  confidence  th^lF 
placed  in  their  idols  could  not  avert  the  impending  judg- 
ment.   They  were  deftined  to  deftru£tion,  and  defiruC- 

Y    of  Fl.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ '  ^^^*  Alexander,  having,  at  Uft,  bat-« 

sbi6.   *  ^i^^d  down  the  wails,  and  taken  the  town  by  ftonp,  after 

Ante  Cbr.  fisyen  months  fiege,  fully  eqpeciited  the  Sentence,  which 

SS«-       tlie  Tyrians  had,  by  their  pride,  i»nd  ot^er  yic^,  drawit 

Z, T*  down  vpon  theinfelves  and  their  country.    The  city  wsw^ 

25^JJ^  burnt  dpwn  to  the  ground,  and  the  inhaj)i$an^  ((sxi:epting 
jlmed*  t\kok  whom  the  Sidonians  fecretly  cpnveyed  ^way  in  theic 
ihi{^s)  were  either  deftroyed,  or  enflaye4  by  the  conqueror^ 
who,  upon  his  firft  entering  the  city,  put  eight  thpufand 
to  the  (word ;  icauied  two  Soufand  of  thofe  he  took  pri*" 
ibners,  to  be  crupified,  and  ibid  the  reft,  to  ibe  nui^E^ejp' 
Qf  thirty  thoufand,  Uj^  Arrian,  fqr  flay^.  His  .cruelty 
towards  the  two  tboulafid  that  yrere  crucified,  ^^as  highly 
unbecoming  the  character  of  a  generous  conquerpi ;  wdl 
refle£jt8  an  eternal  difgrace  upon  bis  falne.  Alexander 
treated  them  thns  ^or  no  other  reafon,  than  becauiie  they 
bad  fought  with  fttf:h  bravery  and  refotlution*  in  defence 
<rf  their  cowtry  •  but,  tp  palfiate  tb^  trjwe  caufe  of  fa 
b^fe  an  aftidn,  b/e  gayj^  out,  that  he  a^ied  ;^u«  tff  iR* 
imge,  nppn  ^e  prefent  TyriajQ^>  thie  gime  w&u:b  dbeir 
fb/^atber^  conmitted,  v^hen  tbey  murdered  their  mafterst 
as  we  baye  rebited  s^ye ;  and  that,  being  flaves  by  origin^ 
crucifixipn  was  the  pnnibQm^nt  due  to  them*  Tp  ^^e 
this  prejtence  look  the  xnore  plaufible,  he  Xaved  all  the  de- 
pendents of  Strato,  as  not  being  involved  in  that  guilt  ^ 
and,  among  them^  king  A^lmic ;  Vho,  in  the  beginning 

3^  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  xiiirp»  390.  7  16.  xxitj*    £sck.  xvfu 

XXVU.  XXVUl. 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Phoenicians.  49 

of  the  fiege,  was  out  with  his  fleet  upon  a  naval  expedi- 
tion, in  conjunftion  with  Autophradates  the  Perfian  ad- 
miral ;  but  had  haftened  home,  as  foon  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  danger  of  his  country.  After  the  city 
was  reduced,  he  took  fan£):uary  in  the  temple  of  Hercules, 
and  was  not  only  fpared  by  the  conqueror,  but  reftored  to 
the  throne,  after  Alexander  had  re-peopled  the  place ;  for, 
having  thus  cleared  it  of  its  former  inhabitants,  he  planted 
it  a-new  with  colonies  drawn  from  the  neighbouring 
parts  ;  and  thenceforth  ftyled  himfelf  the  founder  of  Tyre, 
a  city  which  he  had  moft  ungeneroufly  deftroyed.  Upon 
taking  the  city,  he  unchained  Apollo,  returning  him 
thanks  for  his  intention  of  coming  over  to  the  Macedo- 
nians. He  alfo  offered  facrifice  to  Hercules,  and  then 
continued  his  march  into  Egypt  \ 

The  Kings  of  /trad, 

Arad,  or  Aradus,  had  its  kings,  as  well  as  Sidon  and 
Tyre  ;  but  we  find  three  of  them  only  mentioned  in  hif- 
tory,  namely,  Arbal,  his  fon  Narbalj  who  ferved  under 
Xerxes  in  his  great  expedition  ■,    and  Geroftratus,   who 
reigned  many  years  after  that  period.     He  ferved  Darius 
againft  Alexander,   joining  the  Perfian   fleet,    as   other 
Phoenician  and  Cypriot  princes  did,  till,  hearing  his  fon 
Strato  had  put  a  crown  of  gold  upon  the  head  of  Alex- 
ander, and  given  up  to  him  the  ifland-city  of  Aradus,  that 
of   Marathus  on  the  main  land  over-againft  it,  as  alfo  ^^*  ^^  ^^* 
Mariammia,  or  Mariame,    and  whatever  elfe  belonged  AnteChr. 
to  the  Aradian  dominion,  he  thought  it  moil  for  his  in-       ^jj. 
tereft  to  approve,  feemingly  at  leaft,  of  what  his  fon  had         1 
done,  and  co  make  his  fubmiffion  to  the  Macedonian  ^. 

2  Diod*  Sic.  ad  Olymp.  iis.  ann.  i.  Plutarch,  in  Alexand. 
Q^Curt.  lib.  iv.  cap.  5.6.  11. 15.  Arrian.  lib.  ii.  p.  49.  •  Juftin. 
lib.  xt.  cap.  20.  &  lib.  xviii.  cap.  34.  Jofeph.  Antiq,  lib.  xi.  cap. 
vltini.  a  Herodot.  lib.  vii.  cap.  98.  ^  Arrian. 

de  Exped.  Alexand.  Mag^.  lib.  ii.  p.  119.  &  (4  Curt.  lib.  iv.  cap.  i« 
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^he  Hijiory  of  the  Jews^  from  the  Birth  of 
Abraham  to  the  Babylonijh  Captivity. 

WE  have,  in  the  preceding  volume,  carried  on  the 
hiftjory  of  the  world,  and  particularly  of  the  de- 
fcendents  of  Shem,  from  the  flood  to  the  birth  of  Abra- 
ham ;  and  are  now  to  continue  it  in  the  family  of  that  ce- 
lebrated patriarch,  from  that  remarkable  epoch  in  which, 
be  was  called,  by  the  divine  Providence,  out  of  his  native 
country,  into  the  Promifed  Land,  to  that  fatal  period  at 
which  his  defcendents  Were,  by  the  fame  divine  appoint- 
ment, expelled  out  of  it,  and  configned  to  a  fevere  feventy 
years  captivity  in  Babylon,  for  their  ingratitude,  difobe- 
iience,  vice,  and  apoilacy. 


Land  of 
Protnife  de^ 
fcribed. 

Various 
namts. 


Whiticffiyl' 

ed  Holy 
Laud, 


andjudaa* 


SECT.     I. 

^he  Geography  of  Palefiine,  or  Holy  Land. 

P  ALESTINE  was  firft  called  the  Land  of  Canaai^  or 
"*•  Chanaan,  from  Noah*s  grandfon,  by  whom  it  was 
peopled :  but  it  has  (ince  been  more  diftinguifhed  by 
other  appellations ;  fuch  as  the  Land  of  Promife,  the 
Land  of  God,  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  the  Holy  Land,  and 
fometimes,  by  way  of  pre-eminence.  The  Land.  It  hath 
again  been  called  Paleftine,  from  the  Paleftines,  or  Phi- 
liftines,  who  poflefled  great  part  of  it  y  and  Judaea,  or 
Judaea-Paleftina,  from  Judah,  whofe  tribe  was  the  moft 
confiderable  of  the  twelve,  and  poflefled  th«  finefl:  and 
mofl:  fertile  part  of  the  whole.  Chrifl:ian3,  as  well  ais 
Jews,  have  digiiified  it  with  the  title  of  Holy  La«d ; 
partly  on  account  of  its  metropolis,  fuppofed  to  have  been, 
the  centre  of  God's  worfhip,  and  his  peculiar  habitation  ; 
but  chiefly  for  its  being  the  native  country  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  fcene  on  which  he  accompliflied  the  great  wqrlc 
of  our  redemption.  The  name  of  Judaea  it  did  not  aflTume 
till  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonifh  cap- . 
tivity,  though  it  had  been  ftyled,  long  before^  the  king- 
dom of  Judah,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  Ifrael,  which  re- 
Yplted  from  it  under  Jeroboam,  jn  the  reign  of  Rehoboam, 

the 
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tTie  fon  of  Solomon  *.  •  But,  after  tlieir  return,  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  the  chief,  and,  indeed,  the  only  tribe  that 
made  a  figure,  fettling  firft  at  Jerufalem,  and  in  the 
countries  adjacent,  and,  by  degrees,  fpreading  through 
the  whole  country,  the  name  of  Jehudah  and  Jehudim 
quickly  extended  itfelf  to  all  the  reft. 

As  to  the  other  names,  by  which  profaile  authors  have  Other 
called    it,    fuch    as    Syria,    Paleftina-Syria,    Coelefyria,  ffames. 
Iduma^  Idumea,  and  Phoenicia,  or  Phoenice,  they  were 
given  out  of  contempt  to  the  Jewifh  nation,  whom  their 
neighbours  did  not  account  worthy  to  be  diftinguifhed  by 
any  but  the  moft  common  names  of  contiguous  provinces, 
and  of  which  they  looked  upon  them  only  as  an  obfcure 
aiid  inconfiderable  part.     We  find  it  even  called  Idumea, 
on  no  other  account,  but  becaufe  the  Idumeans  feized  on 
fome  parts  of  it  during  the  Babylonifh  captivity ;  though 
they  were,  fome  time  after  the  return,  driven  from  it  by 
the  Maccabees.     How  Judaea  came  to  be  called  alfo  Phoe- 
nice, or  Phoenicia,  we  have  already  (hewn  in  the  hiftory 
of  that  nation.     At  prefent,  the  name  of  Paleftine  is  that  ^^^  ^^^ 
which  has  moft  prevailed  among  the  Chriftian   doftors,  paleftine. 
Mahommedan  and  other  writers  **. 

As  to  its  fituation,  the  Jews,  from  a  particular  vene-  Situation* 
ration  for  fo  celebrated  a  fpot,  as  well  as  from  fome  mif- 
taken  paflages  in  one  or  two  of  the  prophets,  in  which 
Jerufalem  is  faid  to  have  been  fcated,  by  the  Almighty, 
in  the  midft,  or,  as  the  Hebrew  figuratively  terms  it,  the 
navel  of  the  earth,  have  conceived  a  notion,  that  it  ftands 
in  the  very  heart  of  all  the  nations,  and  the  centre  of  the  Believed 
world.     Paleftine  was  inclofed,  on  the  weft,  by  the  Me-  '^!f  ^^«^^* 
diterranean ;    and,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  lake  Afphaltites,  %;Qrhi, 
the  Jordan,   the  fea   of  Tiberias  or  of  Galilee,  and  the  BouHda- 
Samachonite  Lake  :  to  the  north  k  had  the  mountains  of  ries.  • 
Libanus,  or  rather,,  of  Antilibanus,  or  the  province  of 
Phoenicia  5  and,  to  the  foiith,  Edom,    or  Idumea :  from 
whence  it  was  likewife  parted  by  another  ridge  of  high 
mountains.     It  muft  be  here  obferved,  that  we  have  con- 
fined ourfelves  to  that  part  which  is  properly  called  the 
Land  of  Promife  :   as  for  the  other  part,  which  belonged 
to  two  tribes  and  an  ha]f,  on  the  other  fide  Jordan,  called 
Peraea,    and  the   land  or  kingdoms  of  Og,  Sihon,  &c. 
tlieir  boundaries  are  not  fo  eafily  afcertained,  no  mo^-e 

a  1  Kings  xn«  pafiira.  ^  See  Reland  Paleftin.  illuftrat. 
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tKan  thofe  of  the  conquefts  and  acquifitions  (D)  whidi^ 
they  afterwards  made,  under  the  reigns  of  their  prof-^ 
perous  kings.  The  extent  of  it  is  likewife  varioufly  fet- 
tled by  geographers;  fome  giving  it  no  more  than  about 
170  or  180  miles  in  length,  from  north  to  fouth  j  and  14a 
in  breadth^  from  eaft  to  weft,  where  broadeft,  as  it  is  to- 
wards the  fouth ;  and  but  about  70,  where  narroweft,  as» 
it  is  towards  the  north.  But,  from  the  lateft  and  mod 
accurate  maps,  it  appears  to  extend  near  200  miles  in 
lengthy  and  about  80  in  breadth,  about  the  middle,  and 
10  or  15,  more  or  lefs>  where  it  widens  or  fliripks.  It 
reaches  from  31  dicg,  30  min.  to  33  deg.  20  min.  of  north 
latitude;  and  from  34 deg.  50  min.- to  37 deg.  15  nfin.  of 
eaft  longitude  ' ;  and  is  under  the  fourth  and  fifth  climates : 
ft)  that  its  Ibngeft  day  extends  to  about  14  hours  15  minutes-. 

Thefe  limits,  however,  have  appeared,  at  beft,  fo  very 
narrow,  confideriug  that  the  country  is  likewife  inter— 
fbfted  with  ridges  of  high  mountains,  barren  woods^  and 
deferts,  that  many  learned  men  have  been  indmced  to^ 
queftion  what  we  read  of  its  richnefs  and  populoufnef^  ift> 
tiie  facred  books;,  efpecially  of  its  being  able  not  only  to 
maintain  io  many  millioyis  of  fouls,  as  it  contained,  witk 
plenty  of  corn,  wine>  oil,  flefli,  fifh>  and  fowl,»  and  all 
other  neceflaries  and  delicacies  of  life  ;  but  likewife  to 
fupply  fo  mtoy  other  countries  with  tfiefe  articles-  And 
it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  defcription  of  its  wealth,, 
power,  and  population,  feems  very  extraordinary,  even, 
allowing:  it  to  have  been  cultivated  with  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence, by  m/en-  well  acquainted,  with  every  branch  o£ 
agriculture. 

Before  the  Ifraelites  obtained  the  pofleffion  of  it,  we 
are  given  to  underftand  by  Mofes  ^y  that  it  was  **  a  land 
that  flowed  with  milk  a;id  honey;  a  land  of  brooks  and 
waters,  of  fountains  and  depths,  that  fpring  out  of  the 
valleys  and  hills  ;  a  land  of  wheat  and  barley  ;  of  wines, 
figs,  and  pom)2granates,  of  oil-olive  and  honey  :  a  land 
where  is  no  lack  or  fcarcity  of  any  thing  ;  whofe  ftones  (or 
rocks)  are  iron  ;  and  out  of  whofe  mountains  thou  mayeft 

c  Comp.  Syft.  Geogr.  voli  ii.  p.  109.  ^  Deut.  viii«  7,  St  feq. 

(D)  All  that  we  can  fay  of  with  refpe^t  to  thofe  on  this 

them,  with  any  tolerable  pro-  fide  Jordan,  there  is  a  confi- 

bability,    is,    that    the    river  derablediflference between  thofe 

Arnon  was  the  firft  northern  afligned  to  it  by  the  Hebrew 

boundary  on  that  fide ;    aad  and  the  Samaritan  Pentateuch^* 
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dig  up  brafS)  &c."    It  is  faid  to  have  even  exceeded  the  fo  Wly  it^^m 
txiuch  celebrated  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  vaft  numbers  of  eteded  i* 
noble  cattle^  great  and  fmall,  which  it  bred;  in  the  quanr  ^^^' 
tity  and  excellence  of  its  oil,    wine^  and  other  fruits.  ,     . 
Several  circumftances  are  fuppo&d  .to  have  contributed  to 
this  wonderful  fecundity ;  fuch  as  ,the  excellent  temperar  Street  air* 
ture  of  the  air,   which  was   never   fubje£t  to  cxceffive 
heats  or  colds ;  the  regularity  of  its  feafonSi  elpecially  t^e 
former  and  latter  rain  ^  the«alau:al  fa^enefs  and  fertility  of  RichfoiU 
its  foil,  which  required  neither  dunging  nor  manuring. 
With  lefped  to  the  excellency  .of  its  corn^  we  are  told  Bxu^q^ 
that  the  bread  of  Jemfalem  was  6hc  beft  upon  earth  ;  and  ^^'^"* 
fuch  plenty  of  oorn  was  there,  that,  befides  what  fufSced 
the  inhabitants,  who  made  it  their  chief  fuftenance,  So- 
lomon could  afford  to  fead  twenty  thoufand  cars,  or  mea- 
sures, of  it,  and  as  many  of  oil,  yearly,  to  IJiram  king  of 
Tyre**,  over   and  above  what  they  exported  into  other 
4:ountries ;  and  we  find,  even  fo  late  as  the  time  of  iking 
Herod,  furnamed  Agrippa,  that  the   countries  of  Tyre 
and    Sidon  received  moft  of  their  fuftenance  from  his 
tetrarchy  *. 

As  to  their  fruits,  the  grapes  were  delicious  and  very  Crap^s^ 
large.     The  palm-tree,  and   its  dates,   were  in  no  lefs  fruits^  &f, 
requeft ;  and  the  plain  of  Jericho,  among  other  places, 
was  famed  for  the  great  plenty  and  excellence  of   that 
fruit,  infomuch,  that  the  metropolis  of  that  territory  was 
'empha;tically  ftyled  the  City  of  Palm-trees.     But  what 
both  thig  plain  and  other  parts  of  Faleftine  were  moft  ce- 
lebrated for,  was  the  balfam  Ihrub,  the  produce  of  which 
was  efteemed  fo  precious  a  drug  among  the  Greeks,  Ror 
mans,  Egyptians,   a^  other  nations,  and  is  ftjQl  to  this 
4ay  celebrated  tinder  the  name  of  balm  of  Gilead  (G).  jj^^/ff. 
They  had  likewife  variety  of  other   fruit-trees   in   the 
higheft  perfeftion,  and  Which  might  be,  in  fome  fenfe, 
ftyled  perpetual,  becaufe  they  were  not  only  covered  with 
a  conftiant  verdure,  but  becaufe  the   new  buds  always  -Coitftant 
appeared  on  the  fame  boUghs  before  the  old  fruit  was  '^frdurg* 
xipe  ;  and  of  thofe  buds,  which  were  in  too  great  .quan- 
tities to  be  left  on  the  trees,  they  gafliered  enough  to 
make  pickles  and  fweet-meats,  efpecially  of  their  citrons, 
-oranges,  and  apples  of  Pajradife^  which  laft  commonly  Oranges^ 

^  I  King8»  V.  If.  1  A€t8,  xii.  »o. 

(G)  There  is  very  little,  if    is  found  in  different  parts  of 
any,  of  this  balfam  now  pro«    Arabia  and  Egypt* 
duced  in  Palefiijie ;  whereas  it 
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hung  by  hundreds  in  a  clufter,  and  as  big  as  hens  eggs, 
Fiots*  of  an  excellent  tafte  and  flavour.     Their  vines  yielded 

grapes  twice,  and  fometimes  three  times,  a  year  \  great 
quantities  of  which  were  dried,  and  preferved  for  ufe,  as 
well  as  their  figs,  plums,   and. other  fruits.     They  had 
Honey.         plenty  of  honey ;    the   very  trees   diftilled  it,  and  the 
rocks  yielded  it  in  great  quantities ;   but  whether  that  of 
the  latter  kind  were  there  depofited  by  the  induftrioua 
bees,  or  produced  fome  other  way,  is  much  difputed  by 
Sugar-        travellers  and  naturalifts*     They  likewife  cultivated  fugar-» 
<tf««j.  canes  in  great  abundance;  and  the  cotton,  hemp,  and 

Cotton*         flax,  were  moftly  of  their  own  growth  and  manufadlure, 
except  fome  of  a  finer  fort,  that  were  brought  to  them 
from   Egypt,    and   worn  by  thofe  of  the  higher   rank. 
Cyprefsand  Their  vicinity  to  Libanus  made  the  cedars,  cyprefTes,  and 
other  tnesn  other   (lately  and  fragrant  trees,  very  common  in  moft 
parts   of  the  land,    but  more  efpeci^l,ly   in    Jerufalem. 
Cattle,  both  large  and  fmall,  they  fed  in  vaft  herds  ;  and 
the  hilly   country  not  only  afforded  them   variety  and 
plenty  of  paftyre,  but  alfo  of  water,  which  defcended 
thence  into  the  valleys  and  low-lands,  which  it  fertilized; 
befides  feveral  other  rivers  and  brooks,  fome  of  the  moft 
remarkable  of  which  we  Ihall  fpeak  of  in  their  proper 
Tafiuri'       places.     But  the  mod  fertile  pafture-grounds   were  on    ■ 
grounds.       each  fide  the  river  Jordan,  befides  thofe  oC  Sharon,  of 
Sarona,  the  plains  of  Lydda,  Jamnia,  and  fome  others, 
Tijbin         then  juftly  famed  for  their  fecundity.     As  for  fifli,  the 
great  flen-  j-ivers  above,  mentioned,   the ,  lake  of  Tiberias,  and  the 
iy*  Mediterranean  fea,    afforded  great   plenty  an^   variety, 

Vaft  quantities  were  brought  to  Jerufalem,  t)n  which  the 
inhabitants rmoftly  fubfjfted ;  and  hence  one  of  the  gates 
of  that  metropolis  was,  according  to  St.  Jerom,  called  the 
Salt.  Fifh-gate  ^.     The  lake  Afphaltites  yielded  fait  in  abund- 

ance, wherewith  to  feafon  and  preferve  their  fifh,  which 
Galen  affirms  to  have  been  prtferable  to  any  other. 
j9gxicuiturf       In  reading  the  Scripture  accounts  of  this   country,  it 
encouraged,  ought  indeed  to  be  confidered,  that  it  was  then  inhabited 
by  y  an  induftrious  people,  who*  knew  how   to   improve 
every  inch  of  their  land,  and  had  made  even  the  mod  dcr 
fert  aq4  barren  places  to  yield  fome  kind  of  produ£lions, 
by  proper  care  apd  manure  ;  fo  that  the  very  rocks,  which 
now  appear  quite  naked,  produced  corn,  pulfe,  or  paffure;  . 
for  every  little  projeftion  was  formed  into  a  terrace  co- 
^  yered  with  mould,  which,  through  the  lazinefs   of  the 

>  Vide  Rcland,  lib.  i,  cap.  57. 
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facceeding  proprietors,  has  been  fince  waflied  off  with 
rains  and  ftorms^  The  fecundity  of  Paleftine  hath  been 
extolled  even  by  Julian  the  Apoftate,  a  fworn  enemy  to 
Jews  and  Chriftians,  who  frequently  makes  mention  in 
his  epiftles  of  the  perpetuity,  as  well  as  excellence,  and 
great  abundance,  of  its  fruits  and  produclil:.  The  vifible 
efFefts  of  God's  anger  which  this  country  has  felt,  not 
only  under  Titus  Vefpafian,  but  much  more  fince  that 
emperor's  time,  in  the  inundations  of  the  northern  bar- 
barians, of  the  Saracens,  and  of  the  more  cruel  and  dcr- 
ilruQive  Chriftians,  during  the  holy  war  (L),  and  in  the 
■opprefEon  it  now  feels  under  the  Turkifli  yoke,  are  caufes 
more  than  fufficient  to  have  reduced  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  country  into  a  mere  defert.  If  we  were  to  judge 
by  its  prefent  appearance,  nature  itfelf  has  rendered  it  in- 
capable of  cultivation. 

The  ancient  ftate  of  Paleftine,  under  its  firft  inhabit-  Ho<w  ^'-    ' 
ants,   with  regard  to  it's   government  u-nder  feveral  to-  <videJ  in 
parchies,  has  been  already  defcribed ;  and  we  ftiall  now  ^«^'^«^ 
ihew  how  it  hath  been  divided  fince  its  conqueft  by  the  ''"*^^* 
children  of  Ifrael.     Judaea,  in  its  largeft  fenfe,  was  di- 
vided into  maritime  and  inland,  a6  well  as  into  mountain- 
ous and  champain,  and  again  fub-divided  into  Judsea  on 
this  fide,  and  Judiea  beyond  Jordan.     But  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  divifion   is   that  which   was   made  among  the 
twelve  tribes,  by  lot,  to  prevent  all  murmuring  and  dif-  betxvee» 
content  among  that  ftubborn  people  " ;  of  thefe  two  and  ^^f  twelve 
a  half  were  feated  beyond  Jordan,  and  the  reft  on  this  ''''^^^^ 
iide.     The  next  remarkable  divifion  was  made  by  king 
Solomon,    who  divided  his    kingdom  into   twelv^  pro- 
lonces,  or  diftri£ls,  each   under  a  peculiar  gfficer ;  .and 

n  Jofli.  xiv.  s,  &  req« 


i(L)  Thele  mutual  devafta- 
jtions  between  the  Ghriftians  and 
Mahommedans,  wherein  the 
former  feem  to  have  been 
adiuated  with  fuch  a  blind  and 
bloody  zeal  againft  the  latter, 
and  by  fuch  jealoufies  and  per- 
fidy againft  each  other,  as  re- 
flect an  indelible  difhonour 
upon  them  and  their  religion, 
^avc  helped  to  complete  the 
mifery  or  this  country.  Thofe 
de^pulated  places  were  feized 


hy  the  wild  Arabs,  .who  plun;r 
der,  not  only  the  caravans 
and  all  travellers  that  fall  into 
their  hands,  but  likevyife  vil- 
lages and  towns;  infomach, 
that  there  is  fcarce  a  place  on 
the  fur  face  of  the  globe  more 
dangerous  to  travel,  or  com- 
fortlefs  to  live  in,  as  the  com- 
mon report  of  every  traveller 
who  has  been  there  fufficiently 
teilifies. 
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every  one  of  thcfewas  to  fupply  the  king  with  provifiond 
for  his  houfliold  in  its  turn  5  that  is,  each  for  one  month 
heitvien       in  the  year  ®.     But  the  moft  fatal  divifion  of  all  was,  that 
//y/wo  ^     which  obtained   under    his    imprudent   fon  Rehoboam, 
tng  oms  5     ^ijgjj  ^gn  q{  the  twelve  tribes  revolted,  under  the  condu& 
of  Jeroboam,  who  became  head  of  this  new  monarchy,, 
ftyled  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  Judah, 
the  title  which  diftinguifhed  the  maimed  kingdom  of  Re- 
"  hoboam,  from  that  time  downwards.     Under  the  fecond 

temple  the  diftinftion  lafted  a  confiderable  time,  and  the 
fame  bloody  hatred  and  hoftilities  continued  between 
thefe  two  kingdoms ;  that  of  Ifrael  taking  the  name  of 
Samaria  from  its  capital.  The  inhabitants  were  a  mixture* 
of  the  old  Ifraelites,  and  of  new  colonies,  fent  thither  by 
the  kings  of  Affyria,  after  their  conqueft  of  it,  till  they 
were  fubdued  by  the,  Maccabees,  and  their  metropolis 
tindif  the  deftroyed.  Under  the  Romans  if  began^  to  be  divided 
Romansi  j^^q  tetrarchies  and  toparchies:  the  larger  were  thofe  of 
Judaea,  Samaria,  and  Galilee,  upper  and  lower ;  the  lefTeF, 
thofe  of  Geraiitica,  Sarona,  and  others  of  lefs  note ;  ali 
which  lay  on  this  fide  of  the  Jordan.  The  reft,  on  the 
other  fide,  were  thofe  of  Gilead,  Peraea,  Gaulonitis,  Au- 
ranitis,  Batanea,  and  Decapolis.  Jofepbus  mentions  p  an- 
other divifion,  made  in  Gabinius's  time,  into  five  diftrids^ 
or,  as  he  ftyles  them,  ffwiitficc,  or  councils,  agreeable  to 
the  Roman  manner ;  thefe  were  Jerufalem,  Jericho,  and 
Sephoris,  on  this  fide  Jordan ;  and  Gadaris  and  Amathus, 
under  on  the  other.     In  the  reigns  of  the  Chriftian  emperois  it 

Chriflian      ^as  divided  afrelh  into  Paleftina  prima,  Paleftina  fecunda^ 
frinc4s  I       ^^^  Paleftina  tertia,  or  Salutaris,  which  laft  included  the 
far  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  country,  as  we  Ihall 
have  occafion  to  (hew  in  the  following  hiftory.  ,  On  that 
account  we  ftiall  wave  all  other  divifions  and  changes  that 
happened  to  it  under  the  northern  barbarians,  Saracens^ 
&c.  and  conclude  this  article  with  the  prefent  ftate  and 
under  the      divifion  of  it  under  the  Turks.     The  whole  country   of 
Turh»         Paleftine  is  now  reduced  to  a  diftrid,  or  province,  under 
the  beglerbegate,  or  bafiaftiip,   of  Scham,  or  Damafcus, 
who  hath  the  feven  following  fangiacs,  or  fub-governors, 
under  him,  ftyled,  according  to  the  different  -places  of 
their  refidence,  i.  the  fangiac  of  Damafcus,  who  is  under 
the  baflia  of  that  province  y  2.  of  Jerufalem,  or,   as  the 
Turks  call  it,  Cudfembaric,  or  Coudfcherif ;    3.  Aglum  ; 
'4.  Bahara;   5.  Scifat;  6.   Gaza;  7.  Nabobs.     Each  of 

**  ]  King8,  iv.  7,  &  fcq.  P  Jofcph.  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  10. 
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thefe  has  a  number  of  ziamets,  and  each  ziamet  a  num- 
ber of  timariots  under  them  5  for  the  better  underftand- 
ing  of  which  terms,  we  fhall  refer  our  readers  to  Sir  Paul 
Ricaut's  account  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  At  prefent  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  fay  of  thefe  inferior  fub-divifions, 
under  the  fangiac  of  this  diilri£t,  or  fangiacate  of  Jeru- 
falem^  that  it  hath  nine  of  the  former,  and  fixteen  of  the 
latter  clafs.  Neither  muft  the  reader  imagine  thefe  fan- 
giacates,  or  fub-governments, to  beany  thing  confiderable, 
or  the  refidence  of  thefe  officers  to  be  places  of  any  note 
or  opulence.  The  former  indeed  live  by  oppreffing  the 
people  under  them,  and  extort  contributions  of  every 
thing  that  comes  within  their  reach,-  fuch  as  the  pro- 
te£lion  of  travellers,  merchants,  and  caravans ;  but  being 
all  under  their  refpeftive  bafhas,  who  are  ftill  more  grip- 
Jng  than  their  underlings,  they  are  commonly  fleeced  of 
fbme  confiderable  part  of  their  unjuft  gains.  As  for  the 
places  of  their  refidence,  except  it  be  here-and-there  one  in 
a  confiderable  city,  as  at  Damafcus  and  Jerufalem,  the  reft 
are  either  fome  old  cities,  or  even  inconfiderable  villages. 
Before  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  capital  divifion  between 
ihe  twelve  tribes,  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  with  a  general 
defcription  of  the  whole;  and,  in  order  to  avoid needlefs 
repetitions,  to  give  an  account  of  the  principal  mountains, 
feas,  riveis,  lakes,  deferts,  and  plains,  that  belong  to  this 
country. 

We  begin  with  the  mountains ;  the  higheft  and  moft  Mountains 
(contiderable  of  which  are  thofe  of  Lebanon,  fo  often  ce-   ^I^V^/^" 
iebrated  in  Holy  Writ,  efpecially  in  the  poetic  books  of  '^^^ 
it,  and  by  other  authors,  ancient  and  modem,  under  the 
names  or  Libanus  and  Antilibanus.     As  that  famed  chain  Libanus 
is  equally  a  boundary  to  Syria  and  Paleftine,  and  might  and  AntiU* 
confequently  be  placed  under  either,  we  have  chofen  to  ^^^^** 
fpeak  of  it  here,  as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  placed  by 
Jerom,  Theodoret,  and  many  other  ancient  writers,  in 
the  Land  of  Promife,  or  Paleftine  \  and,  on  the  other,  as  it 
makes  in  many  refpeQs  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  Jewifh 
hiflrory,  particularly  on  account  of  the  prodigious  number  of 
its  cedars,  that  contributed  fo  much  to  the  ornament  of  the 
Jewifli  temple  and  metropolis ;  fo  that  both,  as  well  as 
Solomon's  ftately  palace,  are,  in  fome  of  the  prophets  and 
Canticles,  called  by  the  name  of  Lebanon r*  Thefe  moun- 
tains, with  refpeft  to  their  extent,  fituation,  and  the  re- 

'  Sqc,    among    other   places,     Zechar.  xi.    i.     Ezck.   xvii.    3. 
1  King|S,  vii.  2.     Cantic.  vii.  4. 
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lation  they  bear  to  each  other,  have  been  but  impcrfeftlf 
known  by  the  ancients ;  and,  till  of  late,  but  obfcurely 
defcribed  by  the  moderns. 

Lebanon,  or,  as  it  is  latinized,  Libanus,  had  its  name 
from  the  Hebrew  Labariy  On  account  of  the  whitenefs  of 
its  fummit6,  which  appear  covered  with  fnow  a  great  part 
of  the  year.  Some  indeed  aiFe£l  to  derive  it  from  the 
Greek  Itbanosy  frankincenfe  \  but  they  fhould  firft  prove, 
as  Reland  juftly  obferves,  that  either  that,  or  any  fuch 
aromatic  gum  grew  here-  As  for  the  Ahtilebanon,  it 
h^h  its  name  from  its  fuppofed  running  in  a  kind  of  pa-p 
rallel  oppofition  to  the  other.  St.  Jerom,  fpeaking  of  Li-f 
banus,  fays,  it  is  by  far  the  loftieft  hill  in  all  the  Land  of 
Promife,  as  well  as  the  moft  woody,  and  thick-fet  y.  And 
another  ancient  ftyles  it  the  higheft  of  ail  Paleftine  *.  But, 
to  be  a  little  more  particular  : 

It  is  computed  about  one  hundred  leagues  in  compafs^ 
and  hath  Mefopotamia  on  the  eaft,  Armenia  on  the  north, 
Paledine  on  the  fbuth,  and  the  Mediterranean  on  the  weft* 
It  confifts  of  four  ridges  of  mountains,  which  rife,  one 
above  the  other :  the  firft  of  theiSe  is  very  fertile  in  grain 
and  fruit ;  the  fecond  as  barren  and  rocky,  producing 
nothing  but  briers  and  thorns^  the  third,  though  ftill 
higher,  is  faid  to  enjoy  a  conftant  verdure  and  fpring ; 
its  gardens  and  orchards  producing  fuch  a  variety  of  fruits» 
herbs,  &c.  that  it  hath  been  ftyled  an  earthly  paradife  s 
the  laft  and  loftieft  is  uninhabitaWe,  by  reafon  of  its  ex- 
ceiEve  coldnefsj  being*  covered  with  deep  fnows  almoft 
all  the  year  *.  It  is  moftly  inhabited  by  the  Maronites 
below,  and  by  the  wild  Arabs,  called  Amadeah,  of  the 
feci  of  Hali,  every  where  elfe,  but  on  the  top.  There 
are  feveral  churches;  convents,  and  chapels  on  it,  and  ca* 
verns  cut  into  the  rock.  The  monks  that  inhabit  it  are 
very  poor,  but  courteous  to  travellers,  from  whom  they 
expect  fome  token  of  beneficence.  The  convent  or 
coenobium,  where  the  Maronite  patriarch  refides,  lies 
almoft  in  a  bottom ;  the  defcent  to  it  is  very  ftecp,  nar* 
row,  and  winding,  and  it  has  but  that  one  avenue,  which 
makes  it  fo  much  the  fafer,  as  well  as  more  retired.  It 
chiefly  confifts  of  fundry  grotts,  cut  into  the  rock ;  of 
which  the  church  is  one  of  the  largeft.  A  river,  which 
empties  itfelf  at  Tripoli,  runs  a  little  below  it,  and  fup- 
plies  it  with  water.     Near  the  grott  of  St.  Marina,  who 


y  Com.  in  ^ech.  cap.  ix. 
*  Calmetj  Tub  vo^. 


?  Theodorct.  in  Pf- Ixki. 
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is  reported  to  have  lived  here  as  an  hermit,  in  man^s 
cloaths,  are  fome  vines,  which  afford  excellent  wine,  and  yittes* 
fine  young  mulberry-trees,  as  well  as  cedars,  and  other 
curioiities  •*. 

Several  confiderable  rivers  have  their  fource  in  this  Riveru 
mountain  ;  namely,  the  Jordan,  Rocham,  Nahar-Roffian, 
and  Nahar-Cadicha  $  the  firft  of  which  runs  through  Pa- 
leftine,  and  will  be  fpoken  of  in  its  place.  BeCdes  thefe, 
are  feveral  others,  of  a  lefler  dream,  that  run  between  the 
valleys  ;  particularly  that  of  Abouali,  which  flows  down 
into  the  Romantic  Valley,  fo  called,  becaufe  furrounded 
on  all  fides  with  high  rocks.  This  river  runs  with  a  rapid 
courfe,  and  great  noife,  and  is  fo  covered  with  trees,  that 
it  is  hardly  to  be  feen.  Thefe  rivers,  rufhing  down  from 
fuch  heights,  form  feveral  beautiful  cafcades,  like  thofe  Cafcades^ 
of  the  Nile.  Some  ancient  fathers,  as  St.  Jerom,  andEufe- 
bius,  have  defcribed  the  Libanus  and  Antilibanus  as  one 
continued  ridge,  winding  about  in  the  form  of  an  horfe-  Windingm 
flioe,  which  begins  about  three  or  four  leagues  from  the 
Mediterranean,  a  little  above  Smyrna,  and,  running 
fouthward  towards  Sidon,  takes  an  eaftern  courfe  to- 
wards  Damafcusj  bending  thence  northward,  towards 
Laodicea  Cabiofa  ^.  The  weftern  ridge  is  what  is  properly 
called  Libanus,  as  the  eaftern  is  Antilibanus,  and  the  hol- 
low between  Coelefyria.  This  mountain  has  been,  and  is 
ftill,  to  this  day,  a  place  of  retreat  and  refuge  for  vaft 
numbers  of  robbers,  and  other  defperate  people. 

The  next. in  dignity,  for  height,  is  Mount  Hermon,  Hermw. 
>vhich,  like  Lebanon,  appears  capped  with  fnow.  It 
was  once  famed  for  an  ancient  temple  held  in  great  vene- 
ration, and  much  reforted  to,  by  the  fuperftitious  heathens 
from  all  the  neighbouring  countries;  and  in  the  Pfalms, 
for  its  refrefliing  dews  ^,  which  defcended  on  the  adjoin- 
ing mount  of  Sion.  St.  Jerom  telJs  us,  that  it  was  above 
the  Panels  ;  that  its  fnow  was  carried  to  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
to  be  ufed  in  cooling  liquors ;  and  the  Chaldees  and  Sama- 
ritans ftyle  it  the  Mount  of  Snow. 

Mount  Tabor  %  wbofe  fituation  is  better  known,  and  ^<«^. 
helps  to  fix  that  of  the  former,  hath  its  name  from  the 
Hebrew  Thabur^  which  fignifies  the  navetj  on  account  of 
its  eminent  form,  and  rifing,  as  it  were,  from  a  plain,  but 

b  Pococke*s  Defcrip.  of  the  Eaft,  p.  104,  &  feq.  c  Hieron, 

loc.  Hebr.  in  voc.  Antilib.    Eufeb.  Onomaft.  in  Liban<         ^  PfaU 
cxxxiii.  3.    Pococke,  vol,  ii.  p.  74*    Calmet  &  al.  «  Pf« 
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was  alfo  called  Mons  Atabyrius,  and  Itabyrium,  on  ao 
count  of  a  city  of  that  name  built  upon  it  (T),  and  men^ 
tioned  by  Polybius^.  The  mountain  is  juftly  admired  for 
its  beauty,  regularity,  fertility,  and  conftant  verdure,  as 
well  as  for  its  fituation  in  the  midft  of  a  large  plain,  at  a 
didance  from  any  other  hiil.  Jofephus  defcribes  it«,  as 
being  thirty ^ftadia  or  furlongs  high,  with  a  plain  on  the 
top  about  twenty-fix  fladia  in  compafs,  furrounded  with 
walls,  and  inacceffible  on  the  north  fide  (U).  He  like- 
wife  hints  at  a  city  (landing  within  that  inclofure,  when 
he  fpeaks  of  his  having  inclofed  it  with  walls  forty  daysj 
during  which,  the  inhabitants  had  none  but  rain  water. 
He  adds,  that  it  is  fituate  between  the  great  plain  and 
Scythopolis;  which  plain  cannot  be  underftood  of  that  of 
Jefreel,  or  Efdraelon,  but  of  another  fpacious  valley,  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Carmel,  which  extends  around  three 
fides  of  it  \  viz.  north,  fbuth,  and  eaft.  But  what  hath 
rendered  this  mountain  moft  venerable,  is  its  being  the 
fcene  of  our  Lord's  transfiguration*  5  on  which  account, 
it  hath  been  reforted  to,  with  great  devotion,  by  Chrif- 
tians  in  all  ages  (X). 

The  accounts  which  authors  give,   both  of  its  ancient 
and  modem   ftate,  differ  extremely  from  one   anotheff 

f  Lib.  V.  cap.  70,  &  alib.  %  Ant.  lib.  W.  cap.  a.  Sc  de  Bell, 

lib  V.  h/^att.  xyii.  pafllm.    Mark  ix.  ^,  ic  feq,    Luke  ix. 

a8.     1  Peter  i.  s8. 


(T)  Hence  we  find,  in  fome 
medals,  Jupiter  is  fly  led  Ata- 
byrius ;  though  there  were  fo 
many  cities  of  that  name,  as 
in  Rhodes,  Sicily,  Phoenicc, 
Perfia,  &c.  that  it  is  not  eafy 
to  prove  from  which  of  them 
be  had  that  furname.  The. 
name  Atabyr,  or  Atabur,  pro- 
perly fignifies  a  place  of  good 
pa  flu  re. 

(U)  This  account  of  its 
height,  and  extent,  is,  how- 
ever, much  difputed  by  fome 
modern  travellers,  whether 
confidered  perpendicularly  or 
obliquely ;  particularly  by 
Maundrell,  who  affii-ms,  that 
he  got  up  to  the  top  of  it  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  j  and  by  Theve- 


not,  who  computed  its  height 
to  be  rather  lefs  than  half  21 
league.  The  latter  adds,  that 
fome  of  his  company  went  up 
to  it  on  horiibback  :  from  which 
it  plainly  appears,  that  the 
acclivity  of  it,  is  not  quite  fo 
abrupt  as  is  commonly  fuppofr 
ed  from  its  form  of  a  fugar- 
loaf. 

(X)  That  this  was  the  very 
fpot  on  which  that  glorious 
tranfadlion  was  wrought,  h 
juftly  doubted  by  many,  oil 
feveral  accounts  ;  one  of  whicli 
is,  that  this  hill  is  not  once 
mentioned  by  name  either  by 
the  evangelifts,  or  by  St.  Peter^ 
wheti  he  fpeaks  of  the  transfix 
gurationr 

The 
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The  laft  perfon  who  has  written  of  it  from  his  own  ob- 

fervation  tell  us,  that  it  ftill  retains  its  furprifing  verdure. 

and  fertility,  and  enjoys  one  of  the  nobleft  profpefts  that  Noble  pro- 

can  be  imagined,  efpecially  of  many   places  famed  in  fP'^* 

Sacred  Writ ;  fuch  as  the  hrlk  of  Samaria  and  Engadi  on 

the  fouth ;  on  the  eaft  and  north-eaft  thofe  of  Gilboah 

and  Hermon  y.  and  at  the  foot  of  it,  the  cities  of  Nairn 

and  Endor  j  on  the  fouth-weft.  Mount  CarmeJ.     One  has 

llkewife  here  a  view  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  the  town  of 

Saphet,  fituate  on  a  very  high  mountain,   beCdes  that  of 

the  large  plain  it  commands  all  around.     There  are  ftill 

fome  remains  ^of  the  wall  built  by  Jofephus  round  the 

top,  and  fome  of  the  gates  ;  and  on  the  eaft  part,  thofe 

of  a  ftrong  caftle ;  within  th^  cihfture  of  which  are  three 

altars,  in  memory  of  the  three  tabernacles  which  St.  Peter 

in  his   extafy  prbpofed  to  build,  and  where   the  Latin 

fathers  celebrate  divine  fervice  on  the  feaft  of  the  Transfi- 

4 

guration.     On  the  fide  of  a  hill  is  (hewn  a  church,  in  a 

grott,  where  they  fay  Chrift  retired,  to  charge  his  difciples 

not  to  fpeak  of  his  transfiguration  till  after  bis  refureftion. 

This  is  all  that  is  now  to  be  feen  on  this  hill ;  but  we  are 

told  that  there  was  a  magnificent  church,  built  by  the 

emprefs  Helena,  which  was  a  cathedral  v^hen  the  town 

was  a  bifhop's  fee  ;  as  likewife  a  convent  of  Benedictines ;  Co^^flH^ 

and,  on  another  part,  one  of  the  Bafilians,   where  the 

Greeks  likewife  perform,  divine  fervice  on  the  feftival 

above  mentioned  •.  , 

The  next  mountain  in  dignity  is  Carmel,  which  ftands  Carmet, 
on  the  fkirts  of  the  fea,  and  is  the  moft  remarkable  head-  whencrfm 
land  on  all  the  coaft.     It  extends  eaft  ward  from  the  fea  '^'''"" 
as  far  as  the  plain  of  Jefreel,  lately  mentioned,  and  from 
the  bay  of  its  name,  quite  to  Caefarea  on  the  fouth.     It 
feems   to   have   been  fo  called   on   account  of  its   fer- 
tility (Y).     Carmel  is  the  name  of  the  mountain,  and  of  a 
city  built  on  it,  and  of  a  heathen  derty  worfhipped  ^^^   a-  •  -* 
it  (Z),  but  without  either  temple  or  ftatue  ^ ;  though  fome  ^^,»a/^, 

e  Pococke,  ubi  fupra,  p.  64,  and  Maundrelli  &c«  f  Tacit. 

Hid.  lib.  ii.  cap.  78. 

(Y)  The  word  Carmel^  ac-  tile,    particularly  on  the  top. 

cording  to  the  Hebrew  import,  (Z)  We  are  told  this  place 

fignifies  t/je  vine  ofGod^  and  is  was    called    by    the    Greeks 

conftantly  ufed  in  the  prophetic  "Ofw?  U^lti  Aw?,  or  perhaps  ra- 

books,    to  fignify    a    fruitful  ther,  "o^o?   xa«  Ufjo^  Aio?,   the 

(pot,  or  any  place  planted  with  mountain    and  temple   of  Ju» 

fruit-trees;  and  this  efpecially,  piter^^ 
we   are  told,    was  very   fer* 

temple    .. 
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temple  there  muft  have  been  on  it,  fince  Jamblichus  tdl^ 

.    us  this  place  was  the  favourite  retreat  of  Pythagoras,  whd 

fpent  a   good  deal  of  time  alone  in  the  temple  8.     But 

what  hath  rendered  it  celebrated  and  revered,,  both  by 

fherep       Jews  and  Chriftians,   is  its  having  been  the   re  fide  nee  of 

dence  of       Elijah,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  lived  in  a  cave,  which  is 

Elijah.        there  Ihewn,  before  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven  \  as  it 

was  alfo  the  fcene  where  that  great  prophet  called  for  a 

miraculous  fire  from  heaven,  which  confumed  the  divine 

facrifice,  convincing  the   Ifraelites  of  their  folly  in  he- 

fitating  between  their  God  and  Baal  •*.     On  this  account 

the  Chriftians  began,  from  the  earlieft  ages,  to  fliew  a 

more  than  ordinary  veneration  for  it  (A);  and  both  the 

mountain  and  cave  of  Elias,  as  well  as  the  place  where 

they  fay  his  garden  was,  are  vifited  and  reverenced  not 

only  by  Chriftians  and   Jews,   but  alfo  by  the  Mahom- 

medans  *.        * 

Mount  OH-'       But   that   which   claims  our  chief  regard  is  Mount 

vet.  Olivet,  or  the  Mount  of  Olives  (B),  which  ftands  about  a 

mile  diftant  from  Jerufalem,  and  commands  the  profpe£t 

of  the  whole  city,   from  which  it  is  parted  by  the  brook 

Kidron,  and  the  valley  of  Jehoftaphat,     It  is  not  a  fingle 

Its  tkret       hill,  but  rather  part  of  a  long  ridge,  with  three  (or,  ac- 

fummitsn      cording  to  Pococke,  four)  heads,  or  fummits,  extending 

from  north  to  fouth ;  the  middlcmoft  of  which  is  that, 

g  In  Vit.  Pylhagor.  *»  i  Kings,  xviii.  paffim.  ^  Maun- 

drell,  Pococke,  &c.  - 

(A)  We  are  likewife  told  (B)  It  was  originally  called, 
that  there  was  a  church  and  by  the  Jews,,  the  Mount  of 
inonaftery  erected  on  it  in  fome  Undlion,  on  account  of  the 
of  the  early  ages  of  Chrifti-  great  quantities  of  oil  that  were 
anity,  and  that  it  having  been,  made  from  the  olives  that  grew 
by  length  of  time,  and  the  upon  it;  but  when  Solomon 
fury  of  its  enemies,  almofl  had  once  defiled  it,  by  eredling 
*  deflroyed,  a  new  one  was  after-  fundry  temples  to  the  gods  of 
wards  ere.£ted  by  the  zeal  of  the  Ammonites,  Moabites,  &c- 
a  Calabrian  priefi  ;  who,  upon  in  complaifance  to  his  ft  range 
fome  revelation,  whether  pre-  wives,  they  then  changed  the 
tended  or  real,  gathered  about  name  of  it  by  a  fmall  altera- 
tcn  more,  and  with  them  be-  tion  of  the  letters,  that  is, 
gan  to  retrieve  the  veneration  of  mjj^  into  n^HB^D* 
of  the  place ;  and  hence  arofe  into  another  which  figni- 
the  order  of  the  Carmelites,  fies  the  Mount  of  Corruption^ 
fince  fpread  through  all  the  DeJlruSiion^  or  Offence*  How- 
Roman  catholic  countries,  and  ever,  the  Greeks  have  retained 
of  whom  there  are  flill  a  cer-  its  ancient  one,  of  "Opo?  \7t1wt9 
tain  number,  who  live  in  this  or  "opoj  t^i  %i\MMi^  Mtunt  of 
ancieut  mooaftery.  Qlivis% 

from 
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from  the  top  of  which  our  Saviour  afcended  up  into 
heaven  (C) ;  it  hath  a  fmall  round  church  built  over  it^ 
The  fecond,  towards  the  fouth,  is  that  called  the  Mount 
of  Corruption^  or  Offence,  The  third,  to  the  northward, 
which  is  the  btgheft  of  all,  and  ftands  about  two  fur- 
longs from  the  middlemoft,  is  thatr  which  was  moll  com- 
monly ftyled  the  Mount  of  Galilee.  Here  are  alfo  fliewn 
many  places  mentioned  in  the  Gofpel ;  fuch  as  that  where 
Chrift  mounted  the  afs ;  where  he  wept  over  Jerufalem, 
&c.  Thefe  are  ftill  vifited  by  multitudes  of  Chriftians  of 
aU  forts  ;  though  the  Latins  have  the  poflefBon  of  them^ 
and  perform  the  particular  ceremonies  that  belong  to  each 
refpediive  place  (D). 

Mount  Calvary,  alias  Golgotha,  is  another  mountain  in  Mount  Col* 
this  land,  held  in  the  greateft  veneration,  as  the  fcene  of  '^^KJt* 
our  Saviour's  crucifixion.  It  acquired  thofe  two  names 
probably  from  its  roundncfs,  or  refemblance  to  a  human 
ikull ;  though  fome  have  fetched  the  etymon  farther  than 
we  dare  to  warrant  (E)  j  and  flood  anciently  without  the 
walls  of  the  '  city, ,  being  the  place  where  the  criminals 
ufed  to  be  put  to  death,  according  to  the  Mofaic  law  *, 
But  the  Roman  emperor  Adrian  having  ordered  the  city 
to  be  rebuilt  a  little  to  the  northward  of  its  former 
iituation.  Mount  Calvary  was  enclofed  within  the  walls. 

1  Vide  Hebr.  ult.  ver.  ix. 

(C)  Here  was  formerly  a  Palm-Sumlay,  the  monks  and 
inagnificent  church,  built  by  priefls  attend  their  fuperior 
the  emprefs  Helena,  in  me-  from  the  place  where  Chrift, 
mory  of^Chrift's  afcenfion ;  but  mounted  on  an  afs,  proceeded 
all  that  remains  of  it  is  only  a  to  Jerufalem.  >He  is  drelTed  in 
Gothic  odla^onal  cupola,  about  his  pontifical  habit,  mounted 
eight  yards  in  diameter.  The  alfo  on  an  afs,  and  accom- 
Latins  have  here  two  altars  ;  panied  by  crouds  of  fpedators, 
and  the  Greeks,  Copts,  and  who  cut  down  and  ftrew 
Armenians,  one  each,  on  which  branches  before  him,  and 
they  fay  mafs ;  but  all  forts  of  make  the  air  refound  with 
Chriftians  have  free  accefs  to  their  hbfannas.  Maundrell, 
the  place  all  the  year  round,  Pococke. 

upon  paying  a  certain  caphar.         (£)  The  common  tradition 

Every  facred  place  they  ftiew  was,  that  the  name  of  Golgo- 

upon  this  mountain  has  either  tha,  which,  in  ^yriac,  fignifies 

a  church,  chapel,  or  oratory,  zjkuli^  was  given  to  this  moun- 

to  feed  the  devotion  of  pilgrims,  tain,   on  account  of   Adam's 

and  the  indigence  of  the  monks  head,  fuppofed  to  have  been 

that  rcfide  upon  the  fpot.  buried  here  by  Shem  the  fon 

(D)  Thus,  £at  inftaoce,  on  of  Noah^ 

CooftaQtinc 


Mount 
Moriak. 
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Conftantine  eredlcd  a  magnificent  church  over  it,  and  it 
In  great  has  continued  a  plage  of  as  great  veneration  among  the 
'veneratio/t.  Chriftians,  as  ever  the  temple  was  among  the  Jews. 

Mount  Moriah,  on  which  the  famed  temple  of  Solomon 
was  built™,  (lands  fouth-eaft  of  Calvary,  having  Millo  on 
the  weft,  fo  called  from  the  filling  up  of  that  deep  valley, 
in  order  to  raife  it  to  a  level  with  the  reft.     It  is  com- 
monly thought  that   on  this  mount  Abraham  was  com- 
manded to  facrifice  his  fon  Ifaac ;  though  that  notion  is 
not  without  fome  difficulties.    The  Samaritans,  by  read-* 
ing  its  name  in  Genefis  "  Moreh,  inftead  of  Mopah,  have 
taken  occafion  to  affirm,  that  it  was  on  Mount  Gerizzimy 
near  Sechem  and  Moreh,  that  God  direfied  the  patriarch 
to  make  this  facrifice. 
-Mount  Gihon  ftood  weft  of  Jerufalem,  and  at  a  fmaller 
(Bthermoun-  diftance  than  Calvary,  viz..  about  two  furlongs  from  Beth-  ' 
tains^  lehem's  gate.     It  was  here  that  Solomon  Was  anointed 

king  by  the  prophet  Nathan  and  Zadock  the  high  prieft  **« 
There  was  a  celebrated  pool  of  ^that  name  upon  it,  the 
water  of  which  king  Hezekiah  caufed  to  be  brought  by  an 
aquedud):  into  the  city.  It  is  ftill  a  ftately  bafon,  one 
hundred  and  fix  paces  long,  and  fixty-feven  broad,  lined 
with  a  wall  of  plaifter,  and  well  ftored  with  water  p  (F). 

We 

»  Conf.  Genef.  xii.  6.  &  xii.  %• 
V  Maundrell.    See  alfo  »  Chron. 


Cihon  and 


I"  2  Chron.  ill.  I.    . 
t  1  King8|i.  33.  &  feq* 
xxxii.  30. 


(F)  The  other  mountains  in 
Paleftinc,  worth  mentioning, 
are  Mount  Garizzim,  on 
which  ftood  the  Samaritan 
temple  ;  and  Mount  Ebal,  or 
Hebal,  oppofite  to  it;  both 
near  the  city  of  Shechem, 
Thefe  two  are  parted  only  by 
a  narrow  valley  of  about  two 
hundred  paces ;  the  former 
is  very  fertile,  and  the  latter 
very  barren.  Mount  Engadi, 
near  the  Lake  of  Sodom,  or 
the  Dead  Sea,  famed  for  its 
fruitful  vines,  precious  balm, 
and  fine  palm-trees,  on  which 
account  it  was  alfo  called 
Hazazon-Thamar,  or  City  of 
Palm-trees.  Its  name,  Engadi, 
imports  the  fountain  of  the  goat  % 


It  was  in  one  of  its  caverns 
that  David  fpared  the  life  of 
Saul  when  he  had  him  in  his 
power.  It  ftood  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Jordan,  where  it 
throws  itfelf  into-  the  lake 
above  mentioned,  not  far  from 
the  city  of  Jericho,  and"about 
three  hundred  furlongs  eaft 
from  Jerufalem.  Mounts  A- 
m^ilek  and  Gahafh  were  in  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim  ;  the  laft  had 
a  town  and  brook  of  its  name, 
and  was  near  Timnath-Serah, 
Where  Jofhua  was  buried. 
Pifligah  and  Nebo,  on  the 
other  fide  Jordan,  whence  Mo- 
fes  was  allowed  to  view  the 
Promifed  Land.  The  mount- 
tains   of  Cilboah,  famed  for 

the 
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We  (hall  conclude  this  article  of  the  mountains  with  <A- 
fenring,  that  thofe  in  the  kingdom  of  Judab  moftly  ftand 
ibuthward,  towards  the  land  of  Edom  j  but  thofe  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ifrael  are  intcrlperfed  within  the  country. 

From  thefe  we  arc  naturally  led  down  to  the  valleys ;  FdlUyu 
but  we  fliall  forbear  entering  into  too  nice  a  difquifition 
of  what  were  really  fuch,  and  what  might  be  more  prb^ 
perly  called  plains,  but  content  ourfelves  with  mention- 
ing fome  of  the  moft  celebrated :  thefe  are, 

r.  The  Valley  of  Bleffing,  in  the  Hebrew,  the  Valley  of  ^<»%  of 
Berakhah,  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  «'-^"^» 
lake  of  Sodom  (F),  and  in  the  wildernefs  of  Tekoah «.       ' 
2.  The  Vale  of  Siddim,  or  Haflidim,  famed  for  the  over- 
throw of  Chedorlaomer  and  his  confederate  kings  *,  and 
for  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  (G),  which  were 
here  confumcd  with  fire  from  heaven,  as  we  have  related 
elfewhere.     3.  The  Valley  of  Shaveh,  or  Royal  Valley, 
and  King's  Dale  ;  named  Shaveh  from  a  city  of  that  name 
that  flood  in  it.     This  is  the  place  where  the  king  of 
Sodom    met  viftorious    Abraham,     after  the  defeat  of 
the  confederate  kings,      4.  The   Vale  of  Salt,    famed 
for   the  overthrow  of  the  Edomites  by  David  (H)  and 
Amaziah  y*    5.  The  valley  of  Jefreel,  or  Efdraelon,  or  the 

«  See  a  Cbron.  xx.  s6.  >^  Genef.  xlv.  %.  8e  feq.         72  Sam* ' 

inii.  13*  a  KingSi  xiv.  7. 

the  defeat  of  Saul  and  Jona*  rather  chain  of  hills,  was  much 

than,  flood,   according  to  Eu-  celebrated    for    its    excellent 

febius  and  St.  Jerom,  about  balm  ( i  )• 
fix  miles  from  Beth*Shean,  or        (F)  So  fly  led  from  a  fignal 

Scythopolis.        Laftly,       the  victory  which  God  granted  to 

mountain  of  Gilead,  fo  called  the    good    king    Jehoihaphat 

from   the    monuments  reared  ov«r  the  combined  forces  of 

upon  it  by  Jacob  and  Laban,  the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  and 

ftands  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Edomites. 
Jordan,  and  parted  the    two         (G)  This'  valley     is    alfo 

tribes  and  half,  on  that  fide,  called  the  Woody  Valley,  the 

from  Arabia  Deferta.     It  ex-  Valley  of  Pitch,  Lime,    and 

tends  from  Lebanon,  on  the  Salt,  and  is  the  place  which 

north,  to  the  kingdom  of  the  forms  now  the  lake  Afphaltites. 
Amorites,  which  was  ceded  to        (H)  It  is, commonly  placed 

the  tribe  of  Reuben ;  fo  that  it  in  the  lai^d  of  Edom,  eaft  of 

muft  have  a  length  of  above  the  lake  of  Sodom,  between  > 

feventy  leagues  mm  north  to  Tadmor  and  Bozrah  (2). 
fouth.      This    mountain,     or 

(1)  Vide  JofcpluAntiq.  lib.  ix,    Judg.  Jofli.  Numb.  Eufeb.  in 
voce  Galand.  &  Jeremiah*  (»)  See  CalipQt^  in  voc  Save. 

Y4t*  II.  F  Large 
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Large  or  Great  Field,  in  which  flood  the  city  of  the  fame 
namey  famed  for  the  death  of  Jezebel,  the  idolatrous 
wife  of  Ahab.  The  town  flood  about  ten  miles  diflant 
from  Scythopolis.  6.  The  Valley  of  Mamre,  or  Mambre> 
fo  called  from  the  owner  of  it^  an  Amorite,  in  alliance 
with  Abraham,  and  for  the  oak  of  that  name  under 
which  the  patriarch  dwelt  (K).  7^  THe  vale  of  Rephaim^ 
or  of  the  Titans  and  giants  (L),  whofe  fituation,  near  the 
tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  makes  it  doubtful  in  which 
of  thofe  two  it  was.  Joihua,  however,  mentions  it  as 
one  of  the  boundaries  of  die  former  ^,  and  it  plainly  appears 
to  have  been  pretty  near  the  city  c^  Jeruialem.  8.  The 
Vale  of  Jehofhaphat  is  mentioned  but  once  in  Scripture'  ^ 
and  is,  by  fome,  placed  in  Jerufalem  %  and  by  others  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city  ^«  Some  there  are  who 
think  it  the  fame  with  the  Valley  of  Berakhah,  mentioned 
^  little  higher ;  and  that  it  had  DOth  names  on  account* of 
the  yi£lory  gained  by  Jehofhaphat  in  that  valley  S  9.  The 
Valley  of  Hinnom,  near  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Jerufalem, 
infamous  for  the  fuperflitions  and  bloody  rites  performed 
there  in  ancient  times,  10.  The  Valley  of -Zeboim,  fo 
named  from  one  of  the  four  cities  which  perifhed  with 
Sodom**,  near  the  Dead  Sea.  The  town,  however,^ 
feems  to  have  been  rebuilt  fome  where  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,, fince  we  find  it  mentioned  after  the  return  from  die 
Babylonifh  captivity*.  11.  The  Valley  of  Achor,  near 
Jerichoj  fo  called  from  the  trouble  which  Achan  brought 
on  the  Ifraelitifh  hofl  by  his  facrilege ;  and  for  his  being 
put  to  death  in  this  place  ^  I2.  The  Valley  of  Bochim, 
or  of  the  mourners^  or  weepers,  fo  denominated  from 
the  univerfal  mourning  and  weeping  which  the  Ifraelites 
made  there,  on  account  of  the  dreadful  mefTage  they 
received  from  God,  for  their  difobedience  to  his  com- 

r  Jofli.  XV.  8.  xviii.  16.  «  Joel  tii.  1  and  t2«  »  Beda  de  Loc. 
Brocard.  Sc  al.  plur.  ^'Cyril.  Alex,  in  Joel  iii,  cAben- 
ezra,  &  al.  ^  i  Sam.xiii.  18.  &al.  eNehem.  xi.  34. 

f]o(h»wiu  so— 26. 

(K)  This  oak,  or  as  fome  ^  tertaining  the  three  heavenly 

vcrfions  render  it,  terebinth-  vifitors  under  it. 

tree,  ftood  about  fifteen  miles  (L)  This  valley  was  finked 

from  Hebron,  and  twenty-five  by  Jofhua,  and,  in  the  reigna 

from  Jerufalem  ;  and  was  re-  of  David  and  his    fuccefibrs. 

forted  to,  and   held  in  great  .  under  the  name  of  Rephaim, 

veneration,  not  only   by  the  which  it  had  from  a  race  of 

Jews,  but  by  the  Chriuians,  giants,  ancieut  inhabitants  of 

on  account  of  Abraham's  eu*  Canaan. 

maads^ 
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mandsy  with  regard  to  the  nations  they  had  invaded  ^. 
It  is  commonly  (uppofed  to  have  been  at  fome  fmall  dif- 
tanccL  from  Jerufalem.  13.  Thelaft  worth  mentioning  is 
the  Valley  of  Elah  (M),  famous  for  the  defeat  and  death 
of  Goliath  by  David,  and  for  the  vidlory  which  the 
Israelites  obtained  againft  the  Philiftines  ^* 

There  were  likewife  feveral  noted  plains  in  this  coun*  negraa 
try,  particularly  that  through  the  midft  of  which  the  river  piam. 
Jordan  runs ;  which  is  computed  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  length,  extending  northward,  according,  to 
Jofephus,  from  the  city  of  Scythopolis,  on  the  fea  of 
Tiberias,  quite  to  the  Afphaltite  lake  ^    A  great  part  of 
this  large  tra£l:  is  denominated  in  the  New  Teftament, 
•'  the  land,"    or  region,    *^  about  Jordan;**   otherwifc 
"the  wildernefs  of  Jordan  ^''    There  is  another  ftyled  Plain  of 
•*  the  great  plain  of  Efdraelon,  or  great  plain,  and  valley  7«»*«/*, 
of  Jezreel,  the  fields  of  Efdrela,  and  the  plain  of  Le- 
gion«;"'  the  firft  of  which  names  it  acquired  from  the 
capital  city  Jezreel^  or  Efdraelon,  and  extended  from  Scy* 
thopolis  to  Mount  Carmel  ^.    Befides  thefe  two,  which 
are  the  moft  remarkable  plains  in  all  Paleftine,  we  may 
add,  that  the  whole  coaft  from   Mount  Carmel  down^  to 
the  fouthernmoft  borders  of  it,  towards  Idumaea,  is  plain 
level  ground,  excepting  here  and  there  fome  fmall  and 
gentle  hills,  or  fandy  heaps.    This  great  extent,  however^ 
was  not  all  known  or  called  by  the  fame  name  after  the 
fecond  temple  ^ ;  for  the  nortnem  part  of  it,  from  Joppa 
to  Caefarea,  and  no  farther,  was  called  Sharon,  Saron,  or 
Sarona,  very  fertile  in  pafture  grounds;  in  which,  Mr.  Of  Sharon* 
Reland  thinks  ^,  the  Gadites  fed  their  numerous  herds 
and  flocks.     The  fouthern  part  of  it  was  called  Sephelah,  Siphglah. 
or  the  Plain,  and  extended  weftward  and  fouthward  of 

«  Judg.  ii.  I,  &  feq.      *  i  Sam.  xvti.  t  &  feq.       <^  Antiq.  lib,  vi. 
cap.  ii.  f  Comp.  Matt.  lii.  5.    Mark  i.  4'«  and  LuKe  iii.  3* 

t  Vide  Reland,  ubi  fupra,  cap.  .55.  ^  Eufeb.  in  Voc.  Jezreel  9c 
Efdrela.  i  Jofeph.  Bel.  Jud.  lib.  iv.  cap.  s.  ^  Reland,  ubi 

fapra. 

(M)  The  word  Elah  is,  by  in  Scripture;  fuch  as  that  of 

the  Septuagint    and  Vulgate,  £(hcol,    or  of  the  bunch   of 

rendered  a   terehinth'treey  and  grapes,  lying  fouth  of  the  Pro- 

this  the  Valley  of  the  Tere^  mifed  Land ;  thofe  of  Ajalon, 

binth.     Others  tranflate  it  an  Sorec,  Jephthael,  G^ad,  &:c.  fo 

•ok.    We  omit  the  defcripdon  named  from  their  chief  cities. 
of  many  other  vallies  mentioned 

F  %  Eleutho^ 


68  fhe  Hijlory  of  the  fern 

Jirich99      Eleutheropolis  8.    The  plain  of  Jericho,  though  rathef  af 
androfeof  part  of  the  Great  Plain,  properly  fo  called,  is  likewife 
Jittcho*      much  celebrated  in  Scripture  for  its  fine  palm-trees,  and 
its  balm-ihrub,  as  well  as  for  its  famed  rofe  and  rofe^tree^ 
with  which  the  whole  plain  was  faid  to  be  almoii  covered- 
Several  wonderful  virtues  are,  wkbout  any  foundation,, 
attributed  to  it  by  authors,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
plains;   one  property  of  it,   however,   is   certain,  even 
after  it  is  dry  and  withered,  if  put  into  water,  it  will 
blow,  and  appear  in  full  bloom  ;  and,,  being  taken  out, 
contra£l;  again,    at  any  feafon  in  the   year(N).     Other 
plains  here  are  too  inconfiderable  to  be  mentioned. 
l^ifertT,  We  find  a  great  many  deferts  and  wildernefTes  in  this 

country,  mentioned  in  the  facred  books  ;  which  are  not,, 
however,  to  be  underftood  as  places  quite  barren,  defti- 
tute,  or  unmhabited :  divers  of  thefe  wildcrneffes  con-* 
tained  cities  and  villages  rich  and  well  peopled ;  indeed, 
almoft  every  city  had  fome  defert,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
ture idiom,  belonging  to  it,  for  pafture ;  fo  that*  the  word 
commonly  meant  no  more  than  a  land,  or  tra£t,  that 
bore  neither  corn,  wine,  nor  oil,  but  was  left  to  the 
fpbntaneous  produ£^ion  of  nature  (O).  Accordingly  we 
find  in  the  defert  of  Judah,  where  the  Baptift  preached^ 
no  lefs  than  fix  cities,  befides  villages ;  namely,  Betha- 
barah,  Middin,  Secanah,  Nibfhan,  the  city  of  Salt,  and 
that  of  Engadi.  We  have  not  room  to  dwell  on  a  de- 
scription of  all  thofe  deferts,  but  fhall  only  mention  fome 

ff  Reland,  i^i  fupra^ 

(N)  The  (hrub  that  bears  it  to  be  feen  in  all  that  plain  (i)« 
tsfomewhat  like  our  alder,  and         (O)  Mr.  Reland  hath  fully 

ihoots   its'  flowers    in     great  (hewn,  that  the  Hebrew  word 

bunches,  which,  at  firft,    are  midhar^     which    the    Greek* 

p(  a  reddiih  colour,  but,  by  rendered  ^pfio^,  and  the  Latins, 

degrees,   grow  whiter.     It   is  defertum  and  JolUudc,  bear  no 

not  peculiar,  however^  to  this  analogy  to  each  other ;    and 

plain,     there    being    likewife  that  the  former  were  fet  afidc 

found  great  quantities  in  Ara-  for  feeding  of  flocks,    whiKt 

bia.    Some  later  writers,  how-  the  cultivated  lands  were  %led 

ever,  tell   us,  that  the  palm-  plains,  vallies,  and   thofe  that 

trees    are   now   much    more  excelled  in    fecundity,    were 

icarce,  and  the  firuit  fhort  of  diftinguifhed  by   fome  proper 

what  they  were ;  and  the  rofe-  epithets,    or  ^ven  names  of 

sree  lire  are  mentioning  fearce  that  impcM't* 

(i)  Shaw.    Pococke* 

of 
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of  the  moft  noted ;  namely,  Arnon,  in  which  runs  the 
river  of  that  name  through  the  land  of  Gilead  ;  Ziph, 
where  David  hid  himfelf  5  Cadeih,  near  Cadefli-Barneaht 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  Judah,  mentioned  as  the  place  where 
Mofes  and  Aaron  were  punifhed  for  fmiting  the  rock,  and 
where  their  fifter  died ;  the  defert  of  Mahon,  or  Maon, 
on  the  borders  of  Judah,  on  the  fouth  of  Jefliimon.  Hither 
alfo  did  David  retire  from  the  fury  of  Saul.  Thofe  of 
Tekoah,  Bezer,  Bozor  or  Bozra,  Gibeon  or  Gabaa,  and 
others  of  lefs  note,  were  likewife  denominated  from  the 
cities  they  belonged  to,  and  have  nothing  wordi  farther 
notice,  except  that  the  laft  of  thefe  is  mentioned  by  Jo- 
fephus,  as  well  as  all  the  mountainous  tradl  from  Jericho 
to  Scythopolis,  as  quite  barren  and  uninhabited  j  ix^clud- 
ing  under  the  fame  charader,  moft  of  the  fpace  along  the 
Jordan,  from  the  fea  of  Tiberias  to.  the  Afphaltite  lake. 
The  great  number  of  thefe  deferts,  in  a  country  of  fuch 
uiconfiderable  extent,  render  the  account  of  its  fertility 
and  population  very  extraordinary^ 

Paleftine  alfo  produced  fome  woods  or  forcfts,  men**  ^or^* 
tioned  in  holy  writ,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Hareth  in  the  tribe 
of  Judahy  to  which  David  withdrew  from  Saul ;  of 
Ephraim,  where  Abfalom  received  the  due  reward  of  his 
unnatural  rebellion.  This  i^ood  on  the  other  fide  of  Jor- 
dan, not  far  from  Mahanaim,  wher^  David  abode  while 
the  battle  was  fought ;  that  of  Lebanon,  where  Solomon 
built  a  fumptuous  palace,  fo  called,  in  all  probability,  on 
account  of  the  many  (lately  trees  with  which  it  was 
ihaded  (P) ;  die  foreft  of  Beth-el,  foppofed  to  have  ftood 
near  the  city  of  that  name,  whence  the  two  {he-bear« 
came,  and  devoured  the  children  that  infultcd  the  pro* 
phet  ElHha.  Others,  of  lefs  note,  we  pafs  over,  to  come  ' 
to  the  feas,  lakes,  and  rivers  of  the  country'. 

We  begin  with  the  feas ;    of  which  there  are  com-  Seas. 
monly  reckoned  five  ( QJ  \  viz.  the  Mediterranean,  called 

^  Vide  Sam.  Kings,  &Bib.  Sacr.  paflim. 

(?)     Some    authors    have  kept  ra  the  hall  of  this  palace, 

placed  this  palace  in  the  moun-  (  CL>  The  Hebrews  gave  the 

tains  of  Lebanon,  properly  fo  name  of  yam,  or  fea,  not  only 

called ;    whereas  it    is    much  to  thofe  properly  fo  called,  as 

more  probable,  that  it  flood  in  the    Mediterranean    and  Red 

or   near  Jerufalem;     witnefs  Sea,    but    alfo   to  lakes,  and 

the     three     hundred^  golden  other  large  pools.     They  even 

(hiclds  which  were  carried  be-  bcftowed  that  name  on  feme 

fore  that  monarch,   expreflly  large  rivers,  fuch  as  the  Nile, 

laid  to  have  been  conflantly  Euphrates,  Tigris,  &c. 
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by  the  facrcd  writers  the  Great  Sea.    2.  The  Dead  Sea, 
or  Lake  of  Sodom.     3.  The  Sea  of  Tiberias.    4.  The  Sa- 
machonite  Sea^  or  Lake.     And,  5.  The  Sea  of  JazerS; 
which  laft  was  but  a  fmall  lake  near  the  city  of  that  name  \ 
fo  that  only  the  firft  of  them  defervcd  the  appellation* 
The  Dead  Sea,  called  alfo,  from  its  fituation,  the  Eaft 
Sea,  the  Salt  Sea,  the  Sea  of  Sodom,  the  Sea  of  the  De- 
fcrt,  and  Sea  of  the  Plain,  by  the  facred  writings  5  and, 
by  other  authors,  the  Afphaltite  Lake,  on  account  of  the 
vaft  quantities  of  that  bitumen,  which  is  thrown  up  by  its 
waves,  and  caft  upon  the  fliore  (Z).    Many  particulars 
have  been  faid  and  written  of  this  famous  lake,  fuch  as 
that  it  arofe  from  the  fubmerfion  of  the  vale  of  Siddim, 
where  once  flood,  as  is  commonly  reported,  the  three 
cities  which    periflied  in  the   miraculous   conflagration^ 
with  thofe  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  (A)  \  that  the  waters 
of  it  are  fo  impregnated  with  fait,  fulphur,  and  bitumen j 
that  nothing  would  fink  or  live  in  it ;    and  that  it  caft 
fuch  flench  and  fmoke,  that  the  very  birds  died  in  at-* 
tempting  to  fly  over  it.    We  likewife  read  of  apples  that 
grew  aoout  it,  fair  without,  but  bitter  to  the  tafle  and 
filled  with  afhesy  confidered  as  a  farther  monument  of 
God's  indignation.     Mention  has  alfo  been  made  of  the 
ruins  of  the  five  cities  flill  to  be  feen  in  clear  weather: 
all  theC?  furprifing  circumilanceS|  though  fo  long  received 

f  Jerem.  xlviii.  31, 


(Z)  The  name  of  Dead  Sea 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  facred 
writings,  but  hath  been  given 
to  it,  b^auTe  no  creature  will 
live  in  it,  on  account  of  its  ex-^ 
ceffive  faltnefs,  or  rather  bitu- 
ininous  quality  ;  for  the  He- 
brews rank  fulphur,  nitre,  and 
bitumen,  under  th«  general 
name  of  fait.  However,  fome 
late  travellers  have  found  caule 
to  fufped  the  common  report ; 
one  or  them  having  obfervcd 
two  or  three  fhells  of  fifli 
^mong  the  pebbles  on  the 
fhore,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
thrown  up  by  the  waves,  at 
two  hours  diflance  from  the 
moutb  of  the  Jordan,    Tte 


Arabians  gather  the  bitumen, 
and  put  it  to  all  the  ufes  of 
common  pitch. 

(A)  Thence  called  Penta- 
polis*  Strabo,  however,  on 
the  authority  of  an  ancient 
and  received  tradition,  reckon- 
ed up  thirteen  of  them,  of 
which  Sodom  was  the  capital  \ 
and  adds,  that  they  were  overt 
thrown  by  a  violent  earth«» 
quake,  occafioned  by  fubter- 
raneous  fire,  that  threw  up 
this  great  andfulphureous  lake, 
in  which  all  thofe  cities  were 
fwallowed  up.  Jofephus  afw 
fures  us  likewife,  that,  on  the 
overthrow  of  Sodom,  this  vale 
b^csune  the  Lake  Afphaltites^ 
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among  Chriftians^  have  been  exploded  by  the  teftimonj 
of  very  credible  witnefles  :   therefore  we  muft  give  theia 
Hp  as  pious  inventions,   nnlefs  we  will  fuppofe  the  face 
and   nature  of  all  thefe  things  to  have  been  entirely 
changed  (B).    With  refpe^i  to  the  fituation  of  the  Pen* 
tapolis,  on  the  fame  fpot  where  the  lake  now  lies>  Mr. 
Reland  is  the  firft  that  hath  attempted  to  confute  it  frooi 
Scripture.    As  to  the  conftant  fmoke  alcending  from  the 
lake,  its  changing  the  colour  of  its  waters  three  times  a 
day,  fo  confidently  affirmed  by  Jofephus,  and  other  an« 
dents,  and  confirmed  by  Prince  Badziville,  and  other 
modems  ^,  who  pretend  to  have  been  eye-witnefli^s  of  this 
phsenomenon,  it  is  now  vaniflied  and  difpelted  by  others 
of  more  modern  date,  and,  at  leaft,  of  equal  candour. 
The  water,  though  clear,  is  fo  impregnated  with  falty 
that  thofe  that  dive  in  it,  come  out  covered  with  a  kind 
of  brine  K    One  remarkable  property  of  this  lake,  is,  that  N$  Sf* 
diottgh  it  recdves  the  Jordan,  the  brooks  of  Jabok,  Ki-  ^^^^g^  4 
ihon,  Arnon,  and  other  fprings,  which  rufli  down  from       ^>»m^*» 
the  adjacent  mountains,    yet  it  never  overflows.     The 
common  opinion  is,  that  it  has  fome  fubterraneous  vent, 
either  into  thelMediterranean  or  the  Red  Sea  ^ :  but,  there  is 
no  nceeflity  for  having  recourfe  to  this  fuppofition^  inajCii 
much  as  it  may  be  kept  within  bounds,  like  the  Mediterip 
ranean  and  Cafpian  Seas,  by  the  fole  expence  of  evapora- 
tion.    It  is  inclofed  on  the  eaft  and  weft  with  exceeding 
\n^  mountains;  on  the  north,  the  plain  of  Jericho ;  or, 
if  we  take  in  both  fides  of  the  Jordan,  the  Great  Plain, 
properly  fo  called,  on  the  fouth,  extends  beyond  the  reach 
ef  the  eye.    Jofephus  gives  this  lake  five  hundred  and 
eighty  furlongs  in  length,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Jordan 
to  the  town  ^  Segor  on  the  oppofite  end,  that  is,  about 
twenty-two  leagues,  and  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  fur- 
longs or  five  leagues,  in  its  largeft  breadth  * ;  but  our  mo- 
dern accounts  make  it  no  more  than  twenty-four  miles  in 
length,  arid  fix  or  feven  in  breadth.     On  the  weft  fide  of 
it  is  a  kind  of  promontory,  where  they  pretend  to  fliew 
the  remains  ^f  Lot's  metamorphofed  wife.  Jofephus  fays, 

i»  Jofeph.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  v.  cap.  5.  Radz.  ubi  (upm.  i  Galen. 
Dcfcript.  Medicam.  Saluil,  cap.  19.    Pocockc.  ^  k  Reland» 

ttbi  fupra.  1  Anciq.  lib.  viii.  cap.  9.  De  Bell.  lib.  i«.  cap.  14. 

(B)  With  refpea  to  its  fait,  sbovt  the  (hprc,  which  thj^y 
the  Arabs  make  quantities  of  it  fill  with  that  water,  and  leave 
fiom  that  hkfi^  m  large  jjM    tp  be  cry^lUf|cd  by  the  fun. 

F4  >^ 


72  ^he  Hijlory  of  the  Jews 

It  was  ftiU  -ftanding  in  his  time ;  but,  when  prince  Radr 
ziviUe  inquired  after  it,  they  told  him,  there  was  no  fuch 
fait  pillar  or  ftatue  to  be  feen  in  all  that  part.  Howeverj^ 
they  have  found  means,  about  a  century  after  him,  to  re* 
cover,  as  they  pretended  to  aflure  Mr.  Maundrell,  a  block  or 

Sm  of  TV-   dump  of  it,  which  may  in  time  grow  up,  with  a  little  art, 

htriofn         iQ  jts  ancient  bulk  K 

The  fea  of  Tiberias,  or  Galilee  (C),  is,  in  wpft  re- 
^edis,  qtute  oppofite  to  that  of  Sodom>  being  highly 
commended  by  the  Jewifh  hiftorian,  amongtl  other  thmgsjji 
for  the  fweetnefs,  coolnefs,  and  excellency  of  its  water, 
and  the  abundance  and  variety  of  fine  fifh.  The  river  Jor- 
dan runs  quite  through  it,  and  fupplies  it  with  freih  war 
ter :  and  here  it  was  that  St.  Peter,  Andrew,  John,  an4 
James,  exercifed  their  profeffion  of  fifliermen.    Jofephua 

OfSama^    gives  it  an  hundred  furlongs  in  length,  and  about  forty  in 

^V  breadth. 

3*  The  lake  of  Samachon,  or  Amacon,  riear  the  city  .cf 
Dan,  and  the  fpring-head  of  the  Jordan,  which  runs 
^  quite  throti^h  it,  lies  about  an  hundred  furlongs  north  of 
that  of  Tiberias.  We  do  not  find  it  once  mentioned  ia 
the  Old  Teftament,  either  by  that,  or  any  other  appella-> 
tion,  by  which  one  may  conclude  it  to  have  been  known 
to  the  facred  hiftorians.  Its  length  is  computed  near  fixty 
furlongs,  or  about  feven  miles ;  and  its  breadth,  thirty 
furlongs,  or  three  miles  and  an  half.  But  Pococke  aiTures 
us,  it  is  now  no  more  than  four  in  breadth,  when  broadeft, 
and  in  other  places  not  dbove  two.  As  to  the  lake,  it  is 
famed  only  for  the  thicknefs  of  its  water,  from  which  it  is 
fuppofed  to  have  had  its  name.  Jofephus  adds,  that  the 
whole  territory  about  it  was  full  of  marfhes  \  and  that  the 
city  of  Hazor,  where  reigned  Sabin,  one  of  the  kings  of 
Canaan,  was  feated  upon  it,  as  that  of  Seleucia  bath 
fince  been.     We  (hall  now  defcribe  the  rivers. 

Rivers,  .  Of  thefc  the  Jordan  is  the  mod  confiderable,  and  in- 

.  deed  the  only  ftream  that  dcferves  the  name.    The  others, 

though  often  mentioned  under  chat  title,  are  but  brooks, 

or  riviilets,  in  comparifon  of  that  or  the  Nile,  or  the  £u« 

i  Maimdrdy  ubi  fupra. 

(C)    It  had    feveral    other  terofGencfcareth,  orGcnezar. 

names  in  the  facred  writings  ;  The  name  of  the  fea  of  Ga- 

fuch  as  Cinncreth,  Cinneroth,  Ulcc  was  given  to  it  on  account 

or  fea  and  lake  of  Kinnereth,  of  its  being  almoft  furrounded 

or  Ktnneroth ;  the  lake  or  wa«  with  that  province*. 

phrates. 
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pbrat^.  Thefe  are  the  Arnon,  Jabbok,  and  Cherith, 
en  the  other  fide  Jordan ;  the  Sorek,  Kifhon,  Bofor,  Be- 
lus,  the  brook  of  Jezreel,  which  falls  into  the  Jordan  near 
ScythOpolis^  the  Nahar-el-farat,  and  fome  others  of  Icfs 
note  (D). 

Jordan  hath  its  fource   at  the  famed  lake  of  Phiala,  JorJan  dt* 
about  ten  miles  north  of  that  of  Samachon  :    this  origin  A'''^^^« 
was  not  fully  proved,  till  Philip  the  tetrarch  made  the 
experiment  of  throwing  fome  ftraw  or  chaff  into  the  lak^ 
which  came  out   at  the  Panion,  or  Paneas,  where  the 
river  emerges  out  of  the  earth,  after  having  run  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  furlongs  under  ground.     7  hi? 
Phiala  or  Phial,  a  name  commonly  given  to  all  other  re- 
fervoirs  of  that  kind,  is  Ctuate  in  a  moft  delightful  country, 
fo  excellently  well  adapted  for  commerce,  th^t  marts  and 
fairs  are  held  in  the  places  adjacent  all  the  fummer  long, 
by  the   neighbouring   inhabitants  ^     The  origin  of  the  l^ame* 
jiame  Jordan  is  varioufly  deduced  (£j ;  but  its  ftream  was 

looked 

k  Sanch.  apud  Reland.  ubi  fupra,  lib.  i.  cap.  41. 

(D)    The  Arnon  hath  its  receives    many   fprings    from 

Iburce  among  the  mountains  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  the  plain 

(rilead,  and  runs,  at  iirfl,  from  adjacent.     Bofor,   or    Bezor^ 

north  to  fouth  ;    thence  turn-  parts  the  tribes  of  Judah  and 

ing  from  eafl  to  wefl,  falls  into  oimeon,   and  difcharges  itfelf 

the  Dead  Sea.     The  Jabbok  intothe  Mediterranean  between 

fprings  from  the  fame  moun-  Gaza,  or  rather  Majuma,  and 

tains,  and  falls  into  the  Jordan  Anthedon.      It  is  ^Ifo  called 

a  little  above  the  fca  of  Tibc-  the  river  or  torrent  of  the  de- 

rias.     This  river  divided  the  fert.    Belus,   Bel,   Beleus,   a 

country    of    the    Ammonites  fmall    river  of  Galilee,    dif* 

from  that  of  Gaulonitis,  and  charges  itfelf  into  the  Medi-* 

the  kingdom  of  Bafhan*    The  terranean  about  two  furlongs 

head  of  the  Cherith,   famed,  from  Ptolemais,    The  laft  ri- 

only  for  the  prophet  Elijah's  ver  worth  mentioning,  is  called 

retreat,  is  not  known ;  but  it  Nah^r-el-farat,  or  Nehel-frat, 

ialls'into   the  Jordan  a  little  thatis,  the  River  of  the  Moufe, 

below  Beth-Shean,  or  Scytho-  which  hath  its  fource  about  a 

polls.  The  Sorek  runs  through  league  to  the  north-eaft  of  Je- 

the  valley  of  the  fame  name  in  rufalem. 

the  tnbe  of  D^n.    |Cifhon,or  (E)    Jordan,     i»   Hebrew, 

Ciiibn,  runs  through  the  vale  Jarden\  is  derived  from  jaradf 

of  Jezreel,   .(butb  of  Movmt  dtfcendlt^   or  Jar  den  ^  defcenfus^ 

Tabor,  whence  it  falls  into  the  from  its  rapid  defcent  through 

fea  at  the  port  of  Acco,   or  that  country.     The  Araba  call             , 

Acra,  otherwife  Pcolemais*    It  k  Arfien,  or  garden,  or  Or-? 

is  a  pretty  large  river|   an4  dounon;  thePeriianS|  Aerdun ; 

and 
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looked  upon  as  fo  confiderable,  in  reference  to  the  reft  we 
have  lately  defcribed,  that  it  is  fometimes  ftyled  by  way 
of  emphafis,  The  River  ^ 
^9urfe.  The  courfe  of  the  Jordan  is  moftly  fouthward,  bending 

a  few  degrees  towards  the  weft.  After  a  run  of  about 
ten  or  twelve  miles,  it  pafles  quite  through  the  Sama- 
chonite  lake,  whence,  after  a  courfe  of  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles  more,  exclufive  of  its  windings,  it  enters 
into  the  fea  of  Tiberias  on  the  north  fide,  and  comes  out 
again  on  the  fouth  fide,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  city 
of  that  name.  Thence  it  proceeds  ftill  fouth-weftward, 
through  a  plain  and  defert  of  about  fixty  miles,  and  falls 
Rapidity,  into  the  Afphaltite  lake.  Its  couife  is  very  rapid,  though 
Mr§adii.  jts  bed  fs  very  deep.  As  to  its  breadth,  Pococke  compares 
it  to  the  Thames  at  Windfor ;  Shaw  gives  it  only  thirty 
yards  in  breadth ;  but  obferves,  that  its  depth  makes  fuf- 
Scient  amends,  it  being  three  yards  deep,  even  at  the 
very  brink.  Its  banks  appear  different,  according  to  the 
places  it  runs  through,  fome  very  beautiful,  others  choak* 
ed  up  with  high  and  thick  reeds,  canes,  and  trees  \  fuch 
as  willows  and  tamariiks,  which  afford  harbour  for  lions, 
and  other  wild  beafts. 
Otferficw*  I^  is  f^^^  ^o  have  overflowied  its  banks  conftantly  about 
wgs.  the  time  of  the  early  harveft,  or  foon  softer  Eafter,  con- 

trary to  the  nature  of  other  rivers,  which  commonly 
fwell  moft  during  the  winter.  This  inundation  hath  been 
afcribed  to  its  having  .a  fubterraneous  communication 
with  the  Nile.  But  the  moft  probable  caufe  is,  the  melt-» 
ing  of  the  fnows  about  that  time,  and  the  early  rain, 
which  falls  in  great  abundance.  However,  our  modern 
Ceafed*  travellers  aflure  us,  that  it  is  no  longer  fubje£t  to  thefe 
overflowings,  having,  as  they  fuppoie,  by  the  rapidity  of 
its  current,  worn  its  channel  deeper  than  formerly,  or, 
perhaps,  diverted  fome  of  its  waters  another  way.  The 
water  oiF  it  is  commonly  very  turbid,  occafioned  by  of  its 
rapidity,  but  faid  to  be  very  wholcfomc,  and  incorruptible } 
fuperftition  hath  even  invefted  it  with  the  property  of 
waftiing  away  the  fins  of  mankind  (F).     All  that  need  be 

added, 

^  Jofepb.  Antjq*  lib.  v*  cap*  i.  lib.  viii.  cap.  3. 

and  the  Nubian  geograDher,  (F)  Dr.  Pococke,  who,  a- 
or  the  Iharif  Edrin,  givfes  it  mong  others,  mentions  this 
the  name  of  Zacchar ;  which,  particularity,  adds,  that  not 
in  Arabic,  fignifies  tumid^  only  men,  but  women  are 
JwiHingf  ovtrfywin^.  ambitious  of  reaping  the  be^ 

nefit 
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added,  wltli  regard  to  this  famed  river,  is,  that  the  plain 
on  both  fideS}  from  the  fea  of  Tiberias  quite  to  the  At 
phaltite  or  Dead  Sea,  is  extremely  dry,  fultry,  and  un- 
wholefome  during  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  every 
where  barren,  except  that  part  which  lies  near,  and  is  . 
watered  by  that  river  ^.  Having  fpecified  the  principal 
feas,  lakes,  and  rivers  of  Paleftine,  we  (hall  now  give  a 
{hort  account  of  its  moit  remarkable  rarities. 

Among  thofe  of  the  natural  kind,  we  may  juftly  reckon  Pttrifad 
the    petrifications    refembling    citrons,    melons,    olives,  fruits^  &c. 
peaches,  and  other  fruit,  found  about  Mount  Carmel, 
which  imitate  thofe  vegetable  produftions,  both  within  » 

and  without ;  and  we  are  further  told,  that  the  melons, 
when  opened,  emit  an  agreeable  fmelU  (G).  Htre  alfo 
are  found  a  kind  of  oyfters,  and  other  fifli,  and  even 
bunches  of  grapes,  of  the  fame  confiftence.  Little  round  feat-fionM. 
ftones,  exaSlyjr^embling  peas,  are  found  on  a  fpot  of 
ground  near  Rachel's  tomb,  not  far  from  Bethlehem, 
which  they  pretend  to  have  been  the  effed  of  a  miracle 
wrought  by  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  fand  of  the  river 
Belus  was  not  only  excellent  for  making  glafs,  but  is  re- 
ported to  have,  by  fome  accident,  miniftered  the  hint  of 
that  noble  invention.  On  the  fame  road  is  a  fountainj 
called  the  Apoftle's  Fountain ;  and  a  little  farther,  the 


'  Jo&ph.  de  Bell.  lib.  iii.  cap.  tS. 
vant,  vol.  iy.  p.  30s.    4to  edit. 


^  Lc  Bruyn  Voy.  au  Lc- 


nefit  of  thefe  falutiferous  wa- 
ters, by  bathing  and  fwim- 
ining  in  it,  not  without  great 
hazard.  The  Latin  priefls  ered 
altars  along  the  banks,  where 
they  fay  mafs  to  the  devout 
pilgrims. 

(G)  Dr.  Shaw  fays  the 
greatcd[t  part  of  the  mountain 
of  Carmel,  and  of  thofe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem 
andBethlehem,  are  made  up 
of  a  kind  of  white  chalky 
jhrata,  in  the  former  of  which 
they  gather  a  great  many 
ilones,  which,  being  in  the 
form  of  olives,  melons,  peaches, 
&c.  are  pommonly  impofed 
upon   pilgrims    as    antidotes 


againft  feveral  diflempers. 
The  olives,  the  lapides  Judaid 
of  the  (hops,  have  been  much 
celebrated  as  an  approved  me- 
dicine againfl  the  gravel  and 
ftone.  The  little  round  cal- 
culi, commonly  called  the  Vir- 
gin Mary's  peas ;  the  chalky 
ftone  of  the  grotto  near  Beth- 
lehem, and  called  her  miiik; 
the  waters  of  Jordan  and  Si- 
loam  ;  the  oil  of  Zacone  ;  the 
rofes  of  Jericho;  beads  made 
of  the  olive-ftones  of  Gethfe- 
roatie ;  with  various  curiolities 
of  the  like  nature^  are  the  pre- 
fents  which  pilgrims  ufually 
receive  in  return  for  their  cha- 
rity. 


defers 
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A  iviU  dt'  defcrt  to  which  our  Saviour  retired,  and  was  tempted  by 
{eru  the  devil ;  a  moft  barren,  rugged,  and  difnial  folitude,  in 

which  appears  a  very  craggy  mountain,  called  Quadran- 
tana,  or  Quarantania,  of  difficult  and  dangerous  afcent, 
which  is  faid  to  be  that  on  which  the  tempter  (hewed  him 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world.  On  the  top  are  two 
chapels,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  great  many  hideous 
C^ves  and  holes  in  the  rock,  formerly  the  folitary  retreat 
of  Chriilian  anchorets  ",  and  probably,  likewife,  of  the 
more  ancient  Eifenes. 
Hottva-  Hot  and  medicinal  waters,  of  feveral  forts,  may  be 

^^''  likewife  ranked  under  this  clafs  ;  and  of  thefe  there  was 

variety.  It  may  be  obferved,  in  .general,  that  the  IJebrew 
names  chamah^  thamath^  and  chamimy  which  the  Greek  and 
Vulgate  write  emmausj  amatha,  hamatay  anmthy  and  amathuSj 
always  fignify  fuch  places  as  had  thefe  hot  waters -;  and 
of  them  we  find  feveral  in  Paleftine,  whofe  waters  were 
famed  for  curing  a  variety  of  difeafes,  fome  by  bathings 
others  by  drinking*  The  fuperftitiou$  Jews  were  fuch 
admirers  of  fome  of  them,  as  to  imagine  that  their  virtue 
was  miraculous ;  though  Jofephus  owns  it  to  be  natural* 
Thofe  in  particular  of  that  Emmaus,  about  twenty-two 
leagues  from  Lydda,  on  the  fea^-fidcj  and  fince  calkd 
Nicopolis,  of  fuch  e£Ek:acy  againft  moft  diftempers^  that 
the  Chriftians  attribifted  it  to  our  Saviour's  having  waflied 
his  feet  in  them.  Julian,  the  appftate,  caufed  their  fource 
to  be  ftopped,  out  of  hatred  to  pur  religion. 
Saline  ef"  Among  other  natural  rarities  are   reckoned,    i.  The 

fiorejances.  faii^e  efflorefcences  obferved,  at  the  diftance  of  fome  few- 
leagues  from  the  Dead  Sea,  like  thofe  which  are  men- 
tioned to  be  near  Aleppo,  after  an  inundation ;  a  plain 
indication,  that  the  whole  plain  muft  be,  in  an  extraor- 
dinary manner,  impregnated  with  that  mineral.  2.  Th€ 
hillocks,  with  which  the  plain,  about  an  hour's  diftance 
from  the  Dead  Sea,  is  here  and  there  covered,  not  unlike 
thofe  places  in  England  where  there  have  been  fome  lime- 
kilns, but  which  are  here  pretended  to  be  the  pits  where 
the  kings  of  Sodom  and  Gomorah  were  overthrown  by 
the  four  kings.  %.  The  celebrated  fruit  called,  by  the 
Arabs,  zacbone  (fif),  in  the  plain  of  Jericho,  which  grows 

on 
«  Radzcfil.  Peregr.  p.  99. 

(H)  Df .  Pooockc,  who  faw    ^oUy;    it    hath   very  ftrong 
'  k,  andcallsk  zoccum,  fiylcs  it    thorns^  and  a  leaf  fomething 
^  a  tree,  and  defcribes  it  thus :    like  tlat  of  the  barberry-tree ; 

The  bark  is  like  that  of  the    it  bears  a  green  nut ;  the  fkin. 

or 


.1 
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on  a  kind  of  thorny  bufli,  with  fmall  leaves,  and  both  iri  Tie  za^ 
fliape  and  colour  refembles  a  fmall  unripe  walnut.  The  chone. 
Arabs  bray  the  kernels  of  it  in  a  mortar,  and  throw  the 
pulp  into  fcalding  water,  on  the  furface  of  which  the  oil 
rifes ;  Which  being  ikimmed  off,  they  apply  inwardly  for 
bruifes,  and  outwardly  for  wounds  ;  and  prefer  it,  in  both 
cafes,  even  to  the  balm  of  Gilead.  On  the  fame  plain 
grows  the  famed  wood-olive,  the  outward  coat  of  which  ij 
green,  like  that  of  the  common  olive ;  but  being  taken 
off,  difcovers  a  nut  of  a  woody  fubftance,  ribbed  length- 
wife,  of  the  thicknefs  of  an  almond-fliell.  The  kernel 
within  is  like  that  of  a  piftacho,  and  without  of  a  chefnut- 
brown,  but  infipid. .  Much  of  the  fame  nature  is  that 
fort  of  tree  which  the  monks  of  the  convent  in  St.  John's 
Defert  fliew,  and  pretend  to  be  the  right  locuft-tree,  on 
whofe  fruit  the  Baptift  lived ;  on  which  account,  Radzi- 
ville  calls  them  by  no  better  name  than  monuments  of  the 
ignorance  of  the  middle  times  (1).  Dr-  Pococke  fays 
they  are  called  caroubs,  and  bear  a  fruit  like  a  bean,  but 
flatter,  in  which  are  fome  fmall  feeds ;  the  (hell  of  it^ 
when  dry,  is  eaten,  and  has  an  agreeable  tafte ;  and  it  is 
on  thefc  that  the  Baptift  fed,  as  they  there  pretend.  As 
for  thcdudoins,  or,  as  ourverfion  renders  that  word,  the 
mandrakes,  mentioned  in  Genefis ;  the  kikaion,  or  gourd 

or  ficih  over  it  is  very  thin,  where  they  come,  fome  years, 

and  the  nut  ribbed;   hath  a  in  fuch  quantities,   that  they 

thick  (hell,  and  a  very  fmall  darken  the  fun,    it    is  com- 

kernel.  They  grind  the  whole,  men  for  people  to  eat  chem^ 

9Skd  prefs  an  oil  out  of  it,  as  and  even  to  preferve  them  in 

tkey  do  out  of  olives,  and  call  fait  or  pickle.    That  this  kind 

it  a  balfam.    I  take  it  to  be  of  food  was  of  very  ancient 

the    myrobalanum  mentioned  date,  may  be  inferred  from  the 

by  Tofephus,  as  growing  about  permiffion    that    is  given  for 

Jencho ;   efptcially  as  it  an-  eating  it  in  the  Levitical  law, 

fwers  to  the  fruit  defcribed  by  where  a  particular  dlftind^ion 

Pliny,  as  the  produce  of  that  is  made  between  reptiles  with 

part  of  Arabia  which  was  be-  and  without  wings ;  the  former 

tween  Judaea  and  Egypt  ( I ).  of  which    might     be   eaten,* 

(I)  It  is,  indeed,  the  com-  The  common  way  of  drefEng 

mon  opinion,  that  the  utc^lh^t  them,  was  by  plucking  off  the 

or  locufls,  which  the  Baptift  legs  and  wings,    and  boiling 

fed  upon,  were  the  fame  which  *them  over  a  blaze,  in  a  pan 

we  call  by  that  name,  and  not  full  of  holes  ;  or  elfe  to  lay 

the  fruit  above  meant ;  and  in  them  in  heaps,  and  then  kindle 

moft  parts  of  AGsl  and  Africa  a  fire  about  them. 

(i)-  Obferv,  on  Paleftin.  vol.  ii.  p.  3<» 

of 
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of  Jonah,  and  fome  others  of  the  faitie  doubtful  nature^ 
we  may  perhaps  hare  occafion  to  fpeak  of  them  in  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory. 
Rmns$f  Amcy||the  artificial  curiofities  we  may  rank,   i^  The 

^^^*  ruins  olPtolemais,  or  St.  John  d'Acrc,  or  Acra,  from  its 

ancient  Hebrew  name  Acco,  or  Accho(K).  Whoever 
confiders  thefe  ruins  with  attention,  would  be  almoft  in-" 
duced  to  conclude  that  the  city  confided  only  of  caftlesy 
without  the  intermixture  of  private  houfes.  It  had  two 
walls,  well  flanked  with  towers,  and  other  bulwarks ;  and 
each  wall  had  a  ditch,  lined  with  ftone,  and  many  pri- 
vate- pofterns  beneath ;  but  now  that  huge  wall,  and 
all  its  arches,  are  overthrown,  and  its  fragments  appear 
like  fo  many  huge  rocks  upon  the  foundation '•  In  the 
£elds,'  without  thefe  flupenduous  rocks,  are  feen  fcattered 
up  and  down,  great  ftone  balls,  at  leaft  thirteen  or  four- 
teen inches  in  diameter,  formerly  ufed  in  battering  the 
city,  before  the  ufe  of  cannon  was  known  ®.  The^  ruins 
within  thofe  broken  walls  carry  ftill  fome  tokens  of  their 
Jit  caiki'  ancient  magnificence.  Here  are  the  remains  of  a  cathe- 
^^4  dral  formerly  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew ;  a  noble  Gothic 

,  ftrufture,  with  a  portico.  In  the  vaults  of  the  church  of 
Maiat^r.  ^^  John,  the  titular  faint  of  the  city,  there  is  a  relief  of 
*  St.  John's  head  in  a  charger.  The  convents  of  the 
Knights  Hofpitallers  may  be  ftill  diftinguifhed,  as  well  as 
the  palace  of  their  grand  mafter,  exhibiting  a  large  and 
noble  ftair-cafe,  and  part  of  a  ftately  chapel,  or  church, 
the  walls  of  which  are  flill  entire.  We  fhall  conclude  this 
article  with  the  curious  pyramidal  hill,  about  half  a  mile 
eaft  of  the  town,  which  is  fo  improved  by  art,  that  its 
fteepnefs  renders  it  altogether  inacceffible,  except  on  the 
fouth-weft  fide ;  fo  that  from  its  fituation  and  form,  it 
appears  to  have  been  a  mound,  or  camp,  of  the  befiegers, 
aoout  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

'^  Sandys,  lib.  ill.  p*  159.  *  Maundrdl,  ubifupra,  p.  54. 

(K)  This  town  is,  among  name  of  Ptplemais  was  fince> 

feveral  otben,   mentioned  in  given  it  from  one  of  the  Ptole- 

the  book  of  Judges,  as  being  mies  of  Egypt ;  and  that  of 

in  the  tribe  of  Aiher,  but  fo  Acra,  probably,  from  its  for- 

firong,    that  they  could  not  tifications     and    importance ; 

drive  out  the  old  inhabitants ;  whence    the    knights    of  St. 

fo  that  it  feems  to  have  re-  John  of  Jerufalem  did  after- 

tained  its  ancient  name  among  wards  give  it  that  of  St.  John 

the  nadves,  feeing  the  AraM  d'Acre. 
do  ftiU  caU  it  Akka.    The 

*  r 

broad.. 
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broad.    On  this  hill  the  bafha  commonly  pitched  his  pa« 
vilion,  when  he  takes  this  town  in  his  circuit. 

2.  The  remains  of  Sebafte^  or  the  ancient  Samariai» 
though  long  ago  laid  in  ruinS)  and  great  part  of  it  turned 
into  ploughed  land^  ftill  retain  fome  marks  of  its  ancient 
grandeur^  and  of  thofe  noble  edifices  with  which  king  He- 
rod caufed  it  to  be  adorned  (L),  particularly  towards  the 
north  fide,  where  is  a  large  fquare piazza, encompafled  with 
marble  pillars,  fome  ftandins,  fome  lying,  together  with 
the  fragments  of  ftrong  walls  at  fome  diftance.  But  the 
moft  confiderable  oh\t&  is  the  church,  faid  to  have  been 
built  by  the  emprels  Helena,  over  the  place  where  St. 
John  the  Baptift  was  beheaded,  or  buried ;  the  dome  of 
which,  together  with  fome  other  parts,  adorned  with  fine 
marble  columns,  capitals,  and  curious  Mofaic  work,  prove 
it  to  have  been  a  very  noble  fabric  (M). 

3.  Jacob's  well  is  ftill  flicwed,  and  reverenced  by  tra-  Jaeoh't 
Tellers  for  its  antiquity  j  but  by  Chriftians  much  more,  on  '^^^* 
account  of  Chrift's  condcfcending  to  hold  a  conference 

with  the  Samaritan  woman.  It  ftands,  indeed,  at  prefent 
too  far  for  the  people  of  Samaria  to  have  fetched  their 
water  from  it ;  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  city^ 
which  Jofephus  tells  us  was  no  lefs  th^n  twenty  furlongs 
in  compafs^  ftretched  itfelf  farther  this  way  than  the  ruins 
now  appear.  The  well  is  at  prefent  covered  with  an  old 
fione  Tault ;  it  is  all  hewn  out  of  the  folid  rock,  about 
three  yards  in  diameter,  and  thirty-five  in  depth,  five  of 
which  Mr.  Maundrell  found  full  of  water. 

4.  The  pools  of  Solomon,  fo  called  becaufe  that  mo-  The  pooh 
narch  is  fuppofed  to  have  caufed  them  to  be  made,  in  of  Solomon^ 
order  to  fupply  not  only  his  palaces  and  gardens,  but 

even  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  with  water,  appear  ftill,  by 
what  remains  of  them,  to  have  been  a  work  of  immenfe 
coft  and  labour  (N).    Such  alfo  are  the  fealed  fountains,  f '^f'.    , 

which  ^''«"''""* 

(L)  This  city  was  enlarged  lafl  is  paved  with  marble,  and 

and  beautified  by  Herod,  and  hath  a  chapel  under  ground, 

called   by  him    Sebafle,    and  where  are    three  tombs,  fur- 

Augufta,  in  honour  of  ttie  em-  rounded  with  low  walls ;    in 

peror  Augudus,  his  good  friend  which,    it    is  pretended,  the 

and  patron.  Baptift  lies  buried,  between  the 

(M)  The   remains   of  this  prophets  £li(ha  and  Obadiah. 
church  are  now  divided  into         (N)      Thefe       ftupendous 

two  parts,  one  of  which  be-  works,  which  were  the  delight, 

longs  to  the  Chriftians,  the  and  fuppofed  the  contrivance, 

other  to  the  Turks;  which  of  that  fam^d  monarch,  are 

alluded 
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which  fie  oppofite  to  them,  towards  the  nofth-weft  comef 
of  the  fame  hill,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethlehem  5 
thefe  pools  are  three  in  a  row,  one  over  the  other,  fo  dif- 
pofed,  that  the  water  of  the  uppermofl;  may  defcend  inta 
the  fecond,  and  from  the  fecond  into  the  third.     They  arc 
all  three  quadrangular,  and  all  of  an  equal  breadth,  viz. 
about  ninety  paces ;  but  in  length  they  differ^  the  firft  of 
them  being  one  hundred  and  fixty  paces,  the  fecond  two 
hundred,  and   the  third  two  hundred  and  twenty ;  all 
three    are   of    a    confiderable  depth,    well  walled   and 
plaiftered,  and  contain  a  large  quantity  of  water.     About 
one  hundred  and  twenty  paces-diftant  from  them  is  the 
fpring  which  fupplies  them,  and  which  the  friars  pretend 
to  be  the   fealed  fountain  fpoken  of  in  the  Canticles. 
AqueduB.    The  aquedufb  is  built  on  a  foundation  of  ftones,  and  the 
water  runs  in  earthen  pipes,  about  ten  inches  in  diameter. 
Thefe  are  cafed  with  two  ftones,  hewn  fo  as  to  fit  them^ 
which  are  likewife  covered  over  with  other  rough  ftones, 
well  cemented  together ;  and  the  hole  is  fo  funk  into  the 
ground  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  that  «in  many  places  no 
part  of  it  is  to  be  feen**.  This  work  formerly  extended  five 
or  fix  leagues,  and   appears,  by  the  ftrength  and   con«< 
trivance  of  it,  to  have  been  defigned  to  laft  as  long  as  the 
world.    However,    all  thefe  precautions  have  not  been 
able  to-  prevent  its  being  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed  by 
the  violent  hands  of  the  Arabs,  who  make  no  fcruple  to 
break  all  before  them  whenever  they  are  in  want  of  water. 
So   that  there  are  only  fome  fragments  of  it  here  and 
there  to  be  found,  though  enough  to  convince  us,  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  muft  have  been  a  verv  expenfive  and 
ftupendous  work.     As  for  the  gardens,  if  any  fuch  there 
were,  they  have  long  fince  beerr  deftroyed;  and  the  fpot, 
at  prefent,  appears  out  little  adapted  to  fuch  noble  plan^- 
tations  (O).    To  thefe  we  may  add, 
fophpfBe-      5.  The  famed  pools  of  Bcthefda  and  Gihon,  the  former 
thefda^  &c.  ^t  Jerufalem,  one  hundred  and  twenty  paces  long,  forty 
broad,  and,  atleaft,  eight  deep)  but  now  without  water; 

d  Vide  Maundrelly  Poeocke,  Thevenot. 

flltuded  to  in  his  book  of  £c«  appears,  at  prefent,  fo  rocky 

defiaftes  ;  where,  among  other  and  barren,  that  Mr.   Maun« 

inflances  of  his  grandeur  and  drell  thinks  Solomon  difplayed 

magnificence,  he  reckons  up  his  wealth  more  than  his  wif* 

his  gardens  and  vine3rard8,  hid  dom,  if  he  made  choice  of  it 

fountains,  conduits,  &c«  for  the  purpofe  fuppofed. 


(O)  The  ground,  ii  feemSf 


th« 
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tlxc  other  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  without  Bethlelieni 
gate  weftward,  a  ftately  ruin,  one  hundred  and  fix  paces 
long,  and  fixty^feven  broad,  lined  with  wall  and  plaifter, 
and  ftill  well  ftored  with  Water. 

6.  In  the  city  of  fiethlehem,  befides  a  greiat  many  Amiquittes 
holy  places,  fuch  as  the  ftable,  and  the  very  manger  where  ofBethii- 
the  divine  Infant  was  laid,  they  (hew  a  grotto  cut  wholly  ^'**  i 
out  of  a  chalky  rock,  in  which,  they  pretend,  the  blefTed 
Virgin  concealed  herfelf  and  child  from  the  fury  of  He- 
rod i  and  where  fome  6i  her  milk,  having  fallen  on  the 
ground,  gave  not  only  an  uniform  whitenefs  to  the  whole 
place,  but  likewife  a  miraculous  virtue,  to  encreafe  the 
milk  of  women  who  fuckle  (D).  At  Nazareth  is  a  (lately  andHoKm^ 
church  under-ground^  built,  as  is  reported,  oh  the  very  r^M. 
cave  where  the  Virgin  Mary  received  the  angel's  hail ; 
and  ^here,  juft  at  the  feflion  of  the  crofs,  are  cre&cd 
two  pillars  of  granite^  each  a  little  above  two  feet  in 
diameter,  and  about  three  feet  diftailt  from  each  other. 
Thefe  are  fuppofed  to  ftand  where  the  angel  and  the  Vir- 
gin flood  at  the  time  of  the  annunciation.  Near  this  are 
ktn  fome  noble  remains  of  a  much  larger  church,  fup- 
pofed, ffom  the  architefture  of  it,  to  have  been  built  by 
the  emprefs  Helena,  or  about  her  time*  Among  other 
fragments,  here  are  feveral  (capitals  aild  bafes,  and  othej^ 
pieces  of  ancient  work  in  a  tolerably  good  tafte ;  and 
over  a  door  there  is  ian  old  alt^relief  of  Judith's  cutting 
off  the  head  of  Holophernes  ^.  But  the  greateft  curiofity  in 
this  way  is,  the  great  church,  built  by  the  fame  emprefs^ 
over  our  Saviour's  fepulchre,  and,  from  thence,  called 
the  church  of  the  Holy  fepulchre. 

The  7th  clafs  of  artificial  rarities  in  this  country, 
and  the  laft  worth  mentioning,  is,  that  of  the  fepulchral 
monuments  that  are  fcattered  all  over  it,  and  out  of  which 
lire  ftiall  only  fele^  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable,  refers 
ring  our  readers,  for  the  reft,  to  the  travellers  quoted 
throughout  this  feflion.  i.  That  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ^omhof 
near  Jerufalem,  in  the  valley  of  Jeho(haphat,  into  which  ^  ^»r^»* 

«  FocockCy  ubi  fupra,  p»63. 

(D)  Thefe  legends  are  fwal-  great  <!iuantitie8,  atid  carried  to 

lowed,  not  only  by  the  fuper*  Jerufalem,    where,  being  im* 

fiitious   Latins,    and   Greeks,  preiied  With  the  feal  of  the 

but  by  the  very  Turks  and  city,  they  are  conveyed  thenoi 

Arabs  ;  infomuch  that  lumps  into  Europe,  and  other  parts. 
of  that  chalk  are  broken  off  in 

Vol.  IL  Q  tHerc 
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there  is  a  defcent  by  a  magnificent  flight  of  fdrty-fercff 
ftq)s.     It  hath,  on  the  right-hand,  the  fepulchre  of  St. 
Anna>  the  mother  j  and  on  the  left,  that  of  Jofeph,  the 
liufband  of  the  Virgin ;  fome  add  that  of  Jehoiakim,  her 
&ither.    In  all  thefe  are  altars  erefted  for  priefts,  of  all 
forts,  to  fay  mafs  \  and  the  whole  is  cut  out  of  the  folid 
^y^^'      rock^    2.  That  of  king  Jehoihaphat,  divided  into  feveral 
jbap  at.       apartments  ;  in  one  of  which  is  his  tomb,  adorned  with  a 
Pillar  of      ftately  portico  and  entablature.      3,  That  of  Abfalom^ 
Abfakm^      commonly  called  his  pillar,  or  place,  becaufe  he  reared^ 
it  duritig  his  life^  and  to  perpetuate  his  memory,  ae  he 
had  no  male  iiTue*    Jofephus  flyles  it  a  marble  pilla.i^,  and 
fays,  it  ftood  about  two  furlongs  from  Jerufalem.     Thi» 
ftrufture  is  about  twenty  cubits  fquare,  adorned  bclow^ 
with  four  columns  of  the  Ionic  order,  with  their  capitals 
and  entablatures,  to  each  front.     From   the^  height   of 
twenty  to  forty  feet,  it  is  fomewhat  lefs,  and  quite  plain,, 
except  of  a  fmall  filkt  at  the  upper  end ;  and  from  fort;^ 
to  the  top  it  changes  into  a  round,  which  grows  gra- 
dually into  a  point,  the  whole  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock. 
There  is  a  room  within,   confiderably  higher  than  the 
level  of  the  ground  withoutr  on  the  fides  of  which  arc 
naches,  probably  to  receive  coffins,  or  bodies.     4.  A  little 
Tomh  of      farther  weftward,  is  the  tomb  of  Zechariah,  the  fon  of 
Zechariah,    Barachiah,  whom  the  Jews  flew  between  the  temple  and 
the  altar,  as  is  commonly  fuppofed.     This  fabric  is  all 
cut  out  of  the  natural  rock,  eighteen  feet  high,  and  a» 
many  fquare,   and  adorned  with  Ionic   columns.     Th& 
whole  ends  in  a  pointed  top,   like  a  diamond.     Dr.  Po- 
cocke  obferves  rightly,  that  there  is  fomething  very  parti- 
cular in  the  execution  of  the  Ionic  order,  which  appears 
rather  of  modern  date>  and  may  have  been  added  after- 
wardsv 
Reyaf/g'  ^^^  ^^^  moft  curious,  auguft,   and  elaborate  piece  of 

puUhns,  antiquity  of  this  kind,  are  the  grotts  llyled  the  fepulchrcd- 
*  of  the  kings,  without  the  walls^  of  Jerufalem,  north  of 
Bei^etha.  Why  they  are  ftyled  the  royal  fepulchres,  and 
to  what  kings  they  belonged,  is  not  exactly  known  ; 
though  there  is  not  the  leaft  queftion  to  be  made  of  their 
being  real  depofitories  of  the  dead,  as  appears  from  the 
coffins  which  are  ftill  remaining.  The  whole  appears  a 
work  of  fuch  yaft  expence  and  labour,  that  it  may  be 
jujftly  enough  pronounced  a  joyal  work  y  and,  if  really 
the  fepulchres  of  the  ancient  Jewiili  monarchs,  they  may 
be  deemed  the  moil  authentic  remains  of  the  old  royal 
fpleador>  that  are  to  be  wet  with  i»  or  about  Jerufalem. 

They 
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*fbeyi  are  all  ciit  out  of  the  folid  rfiarble  rock.     Oh* the 
eaft  fide  is-  the  entrance,    ten  itet  deep  into  the  ftone, 
leading  into  feverat  fpacious  and  elaborate  apartments ;   Noble  a- 
the  firft  of  which  is  ^  large  (lately  court,  about  one  hun-  partments 
dred  and  twenty  feet  fquare,  neatly  cut  and  polifhed',  ont  *""''*''*• 
of  the  fame  marble  quarry.     On  the  left,  or  fduth  {\^^ 
of  it  is  a  noble  gallery,  or  portico,  with  a  kihd  of  archi- 
trave in  front,  fupported  by  columns,  all  cut  ou^  of  the 
feme  rock     It  Was  once  adoi^ed  with  feftoons,  and  other' 
arehil^£lure,  biit  thefe  are  no^  almoft  defaced ;  arid  oii 
the  left  of  the  pbrtico  is  the  defcent  into  the  Ibpulchresy 
into  which  one  enters  by  creeping  on  the  ground,  through' 
a  narrow  paffage,  which  leads  into  the  firft  apartments. 

This  is  a  large  h&ndfome  room,  about  feveri  or  eight 
yards  fiquai'e,  fo  vety  neatly  and  exaftly  formed,  that  it  may- 
be jttftly  ftyled  a  fitie  charriber  hollowed  oUt  of  one  folid 
piece  of  marble.     From  th^ree  of  the  fides  of  this  chamber, 
you  may  pafs  into  a  great  number  of  others,  all  of  the 
'feme  fabric,  but  of  difierent  fizes ;  and  from  thefe  into 
others,  ftill  Icfs,  and  within  another,  of  an  oblong  fquarc, 
forne  of  which  are  divided  into  two  \   the  innermoft  of 
which  are  deeper  than  the  reft,  by  a  defcent  of  fix  or 
feven  fteps^     In  every  one  of  thefe  rooms,  the  firft  ex-  Kooms^ 
cepted,  are  ftone  coffins  placed  in  niches,  carved  on  the  niches ^  cef* 
fides  of  the  chambers,  which  were  foi'merly  covered  with  -^"^^ 
handfome  femicircular  lids,   adorned  with  flowers,  gar- 
lands^ &e.  but  moft  of  them  are  now  broken  to  pieces. 
Biit  what  appears  moft  furprifing  is,  that,  on  the  doors  Extraordl- 
leading  from  one   chamber  to  another,  the  door-cafes,  nary  deors» 
hinges,  pivots,  &c.  arc  all  of  the  fame  ftone  with  the 
reft  J  for  the  ddors  appear  to  have  been  cut  of  the  very 
piece  to  which  they  hang,-  and  not  wrought  jclfewhere,  or 
from   any  other  block.     Maundrell,    however,  obferves,  , 
that  the  only  door  now  left  hanging,  which  is  two  feet 
and  a  half  wide,  five  feet  and  a  half  long,  and  five  inches 
thick,  did  not  touch  its  lintel,  by  at  leaft  two  inches ;  fo 
that  he  believes  it  might  have  been  eafily  lifted  up,  and 
unhinged.     He  took  notice,   befides,   that  thofe  which 
had  been  thrown  down,  had  their  hinges  at  the  upper- 
end  twice  as  long  as  thofe  at  the  bottom  ;  a  circumftanCe 
which  plainly  difcovers  the  whole  cor^'-ivance. 

"We  might  add  to  thefe  a  good  number  of  fupematural 
particulars,  highly  revered  by  the  monks,  and  other  de- 
votees, as  well  as  by  travellers  ;  but  as  they  are,,  for  the 
greateft  part,   founded  upon   impofture,  we  ^lall  only  Mirarulo$i9 
fiogle  out  two  or  three  q£  the  moft  r^o^rkable ;  namely^  raritiiu 

G  2  the 
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th^  inrpreflion  of  our  Saviour's  foot,  or  feet,  in  the  fdck, 
on  the  mountain  from  which  he  afcended  into  heaven  ; 
Clefi  in  iht  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  '^  \i2.v^  been  made  on  the  fame  mountain 
rocTt,  by  the  miraculous  earthquake  that  happened  at  our  Sa- 

•  viour's  crucifixion.     It  is  inclofed  in  the  great  church  of 

St.  Sepulchre,  about  a  fpan  wide,  and  two   deep ;  their 
the  rock  clofes,  and  opens^  again  below,  and  runs  down, 
FMdof       ^^  ^^  unknown  depth,  in  the  earth.     The  Akeldama,  or 
Bloods  Field   of  Blood,    formerly  the  Potter's  Field,  and  fince 

ftyled  Campo  Santo,  ©r  Holy  Field,  purchafed  with  the 
prrcc  of  Judas's  treafon^  for  the  burial  of  ftrangers,  is 
faid  to  have  acquired  fu-ch  virtue,  that'  its  earfch  will  con- 
fume  a  dead  body,   in   twenty-four  hours,  to  the  very 
bones.     But  fome  mol*e  accurate  obfcrvers  have  found 
reafon  to  be  convinced,  tha!?^  if  it  ever  had  fuch  a  virtue^ 
it  hath  loft  it  in  the  fequeL     We  (ball  clofe  this  article 
with  two  other  inftances  of  the  fuperftition  that  reigns  in 
thefe  regions  of  holy  pilgrimages- ;  and  which,  being  pe- 
culiar to  the  Turks^^  will  convince  our  readers  that  they 
TurWfh  fu-  are  no  lefs  credulous,   and  fond  of  wonders,  than'   th© 
ferfiition.     Greeks  and  Latins.     The  firft  is  a  fort  of  pillar  jutting 
out  of  the  city  wall,  over-againft  the   valley  of  Jehoftia* 
phat,  of  which,  they  tell  you,  among  many  other  won- 
ders, that  it  is  the  place  whereon  their  prophet  (hall  fit 
in  judgment  at  the  laft  day,,  whilft  all  the  children   of 
Adam  fliall  be  gathered  below,  iti  the  valley,  to  receive 
their  everlafting  doom  from  his  mouth*     The  other  is  the 
wall  which  they  have  caufed  to  be  reared  to  ftop  the 
entrance  into  the  temple-gate,  in  confeqoence  of  a  pro- 
phecy, that  goes  current  among  them,  that  their  expul- 
fion  out  of  that  land,  and  final  extirpation,  Mall  come  iii 
at  that  gate  *  (N). 

We  (hall  fay  nothing  here  of  the  topical  rarities  >Yhich 
are  fhewn  to,  and  vifiied  by  all  ftrangers ;  there  being 
fcarce  any  place  or  tranfaftion  mentioned,  either  in  the 
Old  or  New  Teftament,  but  they  fhew  you  the  very  fpot 
of  ground  where  the  one  flood  and  the  other  happened, 
even  to  thofe  which  arc  mentioned  in  the  parabolic  way  \ 

a  Maundrell,  ubirupra,p.  103^  ^feq.  Tbcvenot,  part  i.  chap,  50. 

.  (N)  This  laft  oarticular  is  city  every  Friday,    which    is 

confirmed  by  morf  travellers.;  their  fabbath,  till  after   morn- 

Who  add,    that,  on   the  fame  ing  fervice  is  over ;  it  being  ou 

account,  and  from  that  fame  that  day  and   time,  that  their 

fuperflitlous  dread,  they  fhut  final  expulfion  vk  expected  to 

up  ail  the  other  gates  of  the  be  dccQin|>liibed. 

fuch 
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i%ch  as  the  houfe  of  Dives,  and  the  ftye  or  place  where  ether  re* 
Lazarus  was  laid  (O) ;  and  many  others  of  the  like  nature  \  markablt 
for  which  we  (hall  refer  thofe  that  are  curious  in  fuch  Pjj^^" 
kind  of  things,  to  the  authors  often  quoted  through  this  •'    "^^ 
feAion. 

Having  finiflied  our  general  defcription  of  the  Holy 
Land,  we  (hall  now  take  a  fliort  view  of  the  feveral  lots 
and  countries  affigned  to  the  twelve  tribes,  begintiing  with 
thofe  of  the  two  tribes  and  a  half  feated  beyond  the  Jor- 
dan, as  being  the  firil  conqueft  they  made  in  their  way  to 
the  Land  of  Promife.  Then  we  (hall  proceed  to  the  other 
nine  and  a  half  on  this  fide  of  that  river,  ftyled,  more  pro- 
perly, the  Holy,  or  Promifed  Land ;  and  thefe  we  Ihall 
defcribe.,  not  according  to  their  feniority,  or  dignity,  but  as 
they  lie  in  our  way,  from  north  to  fouth,  Laftly,  we  (hall 
give  the  topical  defcription  of  thofe  countries  contiguous 
to  Judaea,  whofe  inhabitants  were  either  intermixed  with, 
or  bordering  upon  the  Jews,  and  whofe  hMlory  hath  been 
exhibited  in  the  foregoing  chapters  {P). 

Thi 

(O)  They  pretend  to  (hew  They  were  defcended  from 

the  identical  dliv&-tree  to  which  Ham,  or  Cham,  the  youngell 

our  Saviour  was  tied,    whillb  fon  of  Noah,  who  is  luppofed 

his  enemies  were  looking  out  to  have  come,  with  his  eleven 

for  frefli  accufations  and   falfe  fons,  foon  after  the  difperiioa 

witnefles,  in  order  to  condemn'  of  Babel.     Five  of  them   we 

him  with  feme  appearance  of  have  already  feen   felled    in 

juftice  :   the  place   where   he  Phoenice  and  Syria;  viz.  Heth, 

fainted  under  his   crofs,    and  Jebus,  Hemor,  Girgafhi,  and 

left  the  print  of  his  face  on  a  Hevi  5    and  who,    with  their 

napkin,  or  handkerchief,  with  father  Canaan,     became    the 

which  a   woman»  whom  they  headsoffo  many  nations.  Sena 

have  (lyled  St.  Veronica,  came  was  another,  whofe  fettlen>ent 

to  wipe  the  fweat  off  his  brows ;  we  arc  in  the  dark  about ;;  :Oul^ 

thegallery  wherePilate  brought  fomc  authors,  from  the  affinity 

him  forth  to  the  Jews  bedecked  of  the  names,  fuppofe  the  ^e- 

with   thjS  enfigns  of  mock»roy-  fert  of  Sin,  and  Mount   Suiai, 

alty ;  the  ragged  purple,    the  to  be  the  place,  asid   to   have 

reed,   and  crown  of  thorns.  been  fo  called  frpm  him.     The 

(P)  It  will  not  be  amils  to  Hithifees,  or  Hittites,  inhabited 
give  our  readers  a  (hort  (ketch  about  Hebron,  quite  up  to 
of  this  country,  as  it  lay  be-  Bcerfheba,  and  the  brook  Be- 
fore the  Ifraehtcs  took  poflef-  for,  reckoned  by  Mofes  -the 
fion  of  it,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  re-  fouth  limits  of  Canaan.  The 
latcs  to  thofe  feven  nations  Jebufites»  or  defcendents  of 
which  were  then  in  adual  pof-  Jebus,  dwelt  near  them  on  the 
feflion  of  the  Promifed  Land,  north,  as  far  as  the  city  of  je- 
properly  fo  called.  bus,    (ince  called    Jerusalem. 
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The  Two  Tribes  and  Half  hey  mi  J((rian. 

We  have  had  Qccafion^  in  fome  former  chapters,  tQ 
mention  frequent  embaffies  fent  by  Mofes  to  the  kings  of 
Edom,  Moab,  and  thofe  of  the  Amorites  and  Baflian, 
for  leave  to  pafs  through  their  country  into  the  land  of 
Canaan;  and  that,  upon  their  being  refufed  by  them  all, 
they  were  exprefsly  forbid  to  commit  any.hoftilities  againff 
the  former,  but  ordered  to  force  a  jpaflage  through  thji 
territories  of  the  two  latter,  which  they  did,  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  as  to  m^ke  themfelve$  matters  of  both  their  king- 
^he  lot  of  doms.  Thefe  were  fettled  by  the  two  tribes  of  Reuben 
RtubeM.  and  (Gad,  with  half  of  Manaffeh.  That  of  Reubenj, 
which  was  the  eldefl,  had  the  fouthern  part  of  the  new 
conqueft,  extending  from  the  north-eaft  coafts  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  along  the  eailern  banks  of  the  Jordan  \  divided 
pn  the  fouth  from  Midian,  by  the  river  Arnon  5  on  the 
north,  from  the  tribe  of  Gad,  by  another  fimall  river;  and 
hemmed  in  on  the  eaft,  partly  by  the  Moabites,  and  partly 
by  the  Ammonites ;  whiHl  the  Jordan  parted  it  oil  the 
yreft  from  Canaan,  properly  fo  qalled,  it  re^icV^d  fron^ 
31^  40^^  to  32°  25'  of  latit\ide,  and  ffom  36^  to  37'  of. eaft 
longitude ;  and  was  every  where  fertile  in  corn,  wine, 
fruits,  and  efpecially  in  pafture  grounds.  It  exhibited 
^ree  celebrated  mountains,  viz.  Nebo,  Pifgah,  and  Peo^ 

The  Amorites  pofleiTed  the  very  likely,  fince  we  read  no** 
country  on  the  eaft  fide  of  thing  of  their  abode  in  citieSj 
,  Jordan,  between  the  river  Ar-  &c,  that  they  lived  difperfed. 
non  on  the  foiuh-eaft,  and  and  in  tents,  like  the  Scythians, 
Moiint  Gilead  on  the  north,  roving  on  both  fides  the  Tor- 
after  wards  the  lot  of  Reuben  dan,  on  the  hill?  and  plains ; 
and  Gad.  The  Girgafliites  and  that  they  were  called  by 
Jay  next  above  the  Amorites,  that  name  from  the  Hebrew 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fea  of  fharatz^  which  fignifies  to  dif' 
Tiberias,  and  their  land  was  ferfe»  The  Canaanites  dwelt 
aften\'ards  poiTcfled  by  the  half  in  the  rnidland  of  all,  an4 
tribe  of  Manafleh.  The  Hi-  were  furrounded  by  the  reft, 
vites  defcended  from  Hevi,  This  is,  as  near  as  can  be  con-f 
dwelt  northward,  under  Mount  eluded  from  the  facred  writ-* 
Libanus.  The  Perizzites,  who  ings,  the  fituation  of  thofe 
make  one  of  the  feven  nations  feven  nations  which  are  faid  tq 
pf  the  Canaanites,  are  fup-  have  been  doomed  to  deftruc- 
pofed  by  Heylin,  and  others,  tion  for  their  idolatry  and  wick^ 
to  be  the  defcendents  of  Sena,  ednefs  when  the  Ifraelites  fir^ 
above  mentioned;  and,   it  is  ipvaded  their  country  (i), 

{1}  Vid^  Gen.  Jgib«  Joieph.  Reland.  Cellar.  CaUnet. 
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crVhogOTj  which  were,  probably,  all  three,  p^rts  of  tlip 
ifame  chain.  The  chief  towns  in  it  were  Hefhbon  the  cities^, 
.capital,  Jaza,  Bamoth  Ba^,  Beth-Peor,  Medaba,  Me- 
phath-Abilah,  Edoin  or  Adam,  Sbittim,  Xivias^  Betha- 
barah,  Macheron,  Bezer^  Bozer  or  Bozrah,  Lafa  or  Laifh, 
fince  Callirhoe,  Cedmoth  or  Kedempth  or  Jethfan,  aad 
Bethjefimoth.  We  know  fo  little  of  thefe  cities,  and  qf 
their  true  fituation,  that  we  fliall  fay  nothing  faidier  of 
them }  and  only  obferye^  in  general,  that  thpfe  which 
jiave  the  Hebrew  word  bej^  before  them,  which  fignifies 
either  houfe  or  ten^le  (as  Beth-Peor,  Beth-Shemefli),  were 
properly  fo  named  from  fom^  particular  deity,  except  it 
jnay  be  that  of  Bethabarah,  which  fignifies  either  a  ford- 
ing-place,  or  the  office  where  any  kind  of  cufftom  or  tri- 
J>ute  was  paid. 

On  the  north  fide  of  Reuben  was  feated  tW  tribe  of  o/Qad. 
'Gad^  having  likcwife  the  Jordan  on  the  weft,  the  Am-  * 
i^onites  on  the  eaft,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manafleh  on 
the  north,  reaching  from  32°  5'  to  32^  50''  of  latitude, 
-and  from  36°  15^  to  almoft  37^  eaft  longitude,  k  was 
no  lefs-rlch  and  fertile  than  the  former,  efpecially  in  paf- 
ture  grounds.  Its  chief  towns  were  Mah^naim  ^nd  Pc-  C/V/W. 
fiuel,  both  fo  aamed  by  Jacob,  Succoth,  where  he  built 
his  booths,  Mifpha,  or  Mafpba-Rabba,  the  metropolis  ()f 
Bafhan,  fince  called  Ribboth,  and  more  iately  Phiiadel- 
{>hia,  Ramoth  Gilead,  or  High  Lands  of  Gilead,  Rogeiim, 
jthe  native  place  of  good  old  BarzjLllai,  T^iflibi,  Sharon, 
Sophar,  Armon,  Magefli,  Debbir  or  Dabbir,  Afhtaroth, 
Jazesr  or  Jahfor,  Dibbon,  Aroer,  Beth-Haran,  and  Enon 
or  Ennon,  the  place  where  John  baptised ;  which  Is^ft 
4was  on  the  jeafL  bank  of  Jorda«i,  betweep  diat  and  Salim^ 
about  eight  miles  fouth  of  Scythppolis. 

Northward  of  Gad  was  feated  the  half  tribe  of  Manafleh ,  Half  Ma^ 
having  that  on  the  fouth,  the  Jordan  and  Semachonite  naffth* 
lake  on  the  weft,  the  hills  of  Baihan  and  Hermon  on  the 
■eaft,  and  part  of  the  Lebanon  on  the  north.  This  terri- 
tory, which  was  alraoft  as  large  as  the  other  two,  extended 
from  32®  36^  to  33^  36'  of  latitude,  and  was  more  pro- 
perly called,  afterwards,  Upper  Galilee,  or  the  Galilee 
of  the  Gentiies  ;  of  which  more  in  the  next  article.  It 
had  feveral  large  territories,  and  confiderable  cities ;  thofe 
^f  the  former  forts  were  known  by  the  names  of  Gilead, 
Batanea,  Gaulonitis,  Ayranitis,  Machopitis,  Gefhur, 
Auran  or  Amram,  and  Argob  ;  all  of  them  fo  called  from 
their  capitals.  Gaulonkis  extended  from  Peraea  quite  to 
ILiebanon.    {ts  capital,  once  a  famed  city,  was  given  to 
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the  Levitical  tribe,  of  the  family  of  Gerfhom,  and  waa 
made  a  city  of  refuge.  It  was  the  birth-place  of  the  fame4 
Jiidas  GalilaeuSy  or  Gaulonites,  chief  of  the  Herodian 
fe£t.  Gilead  was  fo  called  from  the  fon  of  Machir,  and 
grandfonof  ManaiTeh.  We  have  already  fpoken  of  the 
mountains  of  that  name.  Bataiiea  was  propeily  the  land 
or  kingdom  of  Baihan,  bounded  by  Gilead  and  the  Am^ 
monites  on  the  eaft,  by  the  brook  Jabbok  on  the  fouth, 
by  Mount  Hermon  on  the  north,  and  by  the  Jordan  on 
the  weft  ;  the  canton  of  Argob  was  part  of  it,  and  both 
were  famed  for  their  ftately  oaks,  and  herds  of  cattle^ 
Auranitis,  or  Auran,  was  another  fertile  canton,  fituatfi 
between  the  upper  fpring  of  Jordan  and  the  country  of 
Jefhuf.  Others  place  it  along  the  fea  of  Tiberias.  We 
are  told,  that  the  Syrians  and  Arabs  called  that  coaft  by 
this  name  ;  and  Jofephus  makes  it  the  fame  with  Iturea. 
Machonitis,  or  Maachonitis,  fo  denominated  from  it$ 
capital  Maachah,  was  a  fmall  canton,  near  the  head  of 
the  Jordan,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  in  the  way  to  Damafcus, 
It  was  the  utmoft  border  north  of  this  half  tribe  \  and  we 
find  that  the  Manaflites  forbore  to  deftroy  the  old  inha-i 
bitants,  and  lived  in  friendftiip  with  them ;  the  fame  is 
faidofthe  Je(huriteS|  who  lived  in  the  pext  canton  tQ 
Maachonitis. 
€iiw^  The  cities  of  this  half  tribe  were  Bofra,    or  Bozrah^ 

Selfcha,  Maachah  or  Maacati,  Gerflion,  Aihtaroth,  A<« 
drach  or  Hadrach-kedar,  or  the  tents  of  Kedar,  Sueta^i 
Gamala,  Efdrai,  Gilead,  Fella,  Abel,  Abel-Maachah  or 
Abel-Beth-Maachah,  JabelhrGilead,  Corazin  or  Coro- 
zaim,  Julias,  Setbfaida,  near  the  defert  of  its  name,  Gt-< 
rafa  or  Girgeftia,  Hippo,  Gadar,  and  Ephron^  befides  ^ 
good  number  oi  others  of  leffer  note '. 

TTfe  Nine  Tribes  and  Half  on  this  fide  of  the  Jordan, 

Galtki'  Crofting  the  Jordan;^  from  the  half  tribe  of  Manaflehj, 

we  laft  defcribed,  we  ienter  into  the  province  Of  Lower 
Galilee,  which  lay  on  the  fartheft  northern  verge  of  Ju- 
^aa  ( Q^  5  and  in  which  we  ^nd  th^  tribes  of  Aflier,  Ze* 

bulun^i 

JGw.  Jofli.  5am.  Jofcpb.  |lelamj.    P^lcft.Illuftr. 

(  Q^)  The  province  of  Ga-  ^Ifo  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles, 

Jilec  was  divided  into  Upper  probablv,  becaufe  inhabited  by 

and  Lower,  the  former  beyond,  by  moft  of  that  fort,   whoni 

f^nd  the  latter  on  this  fide  Joiw  the  Manaifites  had  fpared,  an4 

|aDf    I'be  former,  fumamed  liv^d    intermitigled  with,    or 


to  the  Bdyhnijh  Captivity. 


89 


bulun,  Naphtaliy  and  Iflachar,  fettled  by  lot.  It  was 
very  fertile  and  champain,  except  on  the  northern  fide  . 
towards  SyTia  ;  produced  excellent  corn,  wine,  oil,  fruits 
of  ail  forts,  with  little  labour  ;  and  was,  in  its  flouriihing 
ft^e,  fo  full  of  towns  and  villages,  that  Jofephus,  who 
was  made  governor  of  it,  tells  us,  the  leaft  of  them  con- 
tained fifteen  thoufand  fouls ;  but  whether  or  no  he 
hath  fpoken  within  compafs,  there  is  leafon  fufficient  to 
believe  that  the  country  was  really  very  rich  and  populous, 
and  its  inhabitants  of  a  ftout  and  warlike  difpofition,  ^nd 
very  zealous  for  the  Jewifti  religion.  It  had,  in  particu- 
lar, a/pacious  valley,  fovery  rich,  that  it  was  ftyled,  by 
way  of  emphufis,  "  the  Fat  Valley ;"  fince  better  known 
by  that  of  St.  George,  from  a  fort  or.  caftle  built  on  it, 
^nd  dedicated  to  that  faint. 

The  tribe  of  Afher  was  feated  on  the  north-weft  corner  'Tribe  ff 
of  the  province,  adjoining  to  the  north  fide  of  Phoenice,  4/^f- 
having  the  Mediterranean  on  the  weft,  Zebulun  on  the 
fouth,  and  Naphtali  on  the  eaft.  It  contained  fome  con- 
fiderable  cities  near  the  fea,  though  no  fea-port  of  any 
note.  It  was  fo  fruitful  in  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  of  the 
beft  kinds,  that  it  fully  anfwered  the  blefBng  which 
dying  Jacob  gave  to  it:  **  that  the  bread  of  it  ihould  be 
fat,  and  that  it  ifaouM  yield  royal  dainties.''  It  was  in  this 
tribe  that  the  lands  of  Mifpha  and  Cabul  lay,  which  So- 
lon^on  g^ve  to  Hiram  king  of  Tyre,  who,  being  difpleafed 
with  it,  beftowed  upon  it  that  contemptible  name.  The 
chief  towns  of  it  were  Elkath  or  Alcath,  Cana  the  CitUs. 
Greater,  Gabala  Rahab,  Aphek,  Hacok,  Gifcalah,  Beth- 
Sbenaefl),  Achfaph,  Beth-Dagon,  Acca,  Accoa,  Acraor 
Ptolemais,  lately  defcribed,  with  a  good  number  of  in- 
ferior places. 

The  tribe  of  Najfhtali  lay  on  the  eaft  of  Aflier,  between  cyy.,-^^  -^ 
it  and  the  Jordan,  over-againft  the  half  tribe  of  Manafieh.   NapJttath 
It  was  very  fertile,  having  on  the  north  the  fpring-heads 
pf  the  Jordan,  formerly  mentioned,  and  extended  along 
the  weftern  banks  of  it,  from  Mount  Lebanon   down   to 
^he  fea  of  Tiberias^     The  chief  towns  vfrere  thefe :  Dan^ 


rather,  perhaps,  becaufe  it  lay 
p^ntiguouA  to  the  heathen  na- 
tions. This,  we  are  now  upon, 
yvas  flyled  the  Lower,  oq  ac- 
count or  its  firuatfon,  and  flat 
pountty,  in  comparifon  with 
the   P|her.   which  was   alto- 


gether mountainous.  There 
has  been,  however,  no  fmall 
controverfy,  whether  Galilee 
did  really  .extend  beyond  Jor- 
dan, and  whether  it  contained 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
BafhaUf 
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CUiis%  formerly  called  Laifh  and  Laibem,  taken  by  a  colony  of 
the  Danites,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  their  tribe  (R) ; 
fieerim,  Emath,  and  Arbites,  each  a  capital* of  a  confi- 
derablc  territory;  Heliopolis,  anciently  Hir-rCherofli,  or 
the  City  of  the  Sun,  and  (incC)  Balbck,  Allodim,  Amath- 
-dof  or  Amathar,  Hir-Lajathain  ck  Kirjathaim,  Ablala, 
Merom,  neajr  the  lake  of  its  name,  Harozeth  or  Arazoth, 
tiazor,  tents  or  camp  of  Heber,  where  ^the  Kenites 
dwelt,  Maikeloth,  MigdudeU  Kadeih^Naphtali,  Sepher 
or  Cirjath-Sepher,  fuppofed,  from  its  name,  an  ancient 
univerfity^  or  City  .of  Books,  Beth-Shemefch,  different 
from  that  in  Afher,  Carthan,  Hamman,  fo  called  from 
ite  hot  waters,  Mons  Chrifti,  and  Capernaum  (S). 

*rribe  9f  On  the  fouth  of  Aflier  and  Naphtali,  was   feated   the 

Ztbulun.  xrAy^  of  Zebulun  or  Zabulon,  having  the  Mediterranean 
on  the  weft,  the  fea  of  Galilee  on  the  eaft ;  parted  on 
the  north  from  Afher  by  the  riyer  Jeptbael,  and  on  the 
fouth,  from  Iflachar,  by  that  of  Kiihon  \  and  by  its 
Ticinity  to  the  fea,  the  number  of  its  ports,  and  extent 
of  its  commerce^  it  exa£ily  verified  the  blefiings  given  ¥> 

CitUu  the  tribe  both  by  Jacob  and  Mofes.  The  cities  of  it  we#€ 
.Zabttlun  the  capital  (T),  Bethfaida,  Magdalon,  Jotapa, 
Joppa,  Cinnereth,  iincc  Tiberias,  on  the  lake  of  that 
flame,  Cartha,  Bethulia,  Rimmon,  Dothaim,  Damna, 
Somerom,  Tabor,  both  the  city  and  Mount,  Sapha,  Saifa 
cr  Siporis,  Nazareth,  Cana  the  Lefler,  commonly  Cana* 

(R)  This  city  became  afters  told  it  ftood  till  the  feventh  or 

wards  infamous  for  the  calf  fet  eighth  century,  as  appears  from 

tip  by  Jeroboam,  which  was  the  travels  of  Adanuiamus  and 

leforted  to  by  all  the  revolted  Villibaldus,  yet  the  true  fitua? 

tribes  on  this  fide ;  and,  as  it  tion  of  it  is  quite  loiV. 
ilood  on  the  utraofl  verge  of        (T)  It  flood  on  the  Mediterr 

Judea,  as  Beerfheba  did  on  the  ranean,  near  the  mouth  of  the 

oppofite,    it  gave  "rife  to  the  Jepthael,  and  was  once  ftylcd 

common  proverb  *'  from  Dan  Zabulon  Andron,  or  of  Men, 

to  Beerftieba/'   When  the  Ro-  on  account  of  its  extraordinary 

mans  took  it,  they  gave  it  the  populoufnefs.     It  was  adorned 

name  of  Paneas,  and  bellowed  with  fine  buildings,  after  the 

it  on  Philip  the  fon  of  Herod,  manner  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  and 

who  called  it  Cflefarea  Philippic  Berytus,   and   much  admired 

(S)  This  lail  was  ^tuate  on  on   that  account    by  Ceftius, 

the  north  fide  of  the  fea  of  who  neverthelefs  took,    plun- 

Tiberias,    at     fome  diflance  dered,    and  burnt  it    to  ^  the 

weft  from  the  mouth  of  the  ground, 
lordan;    but  though  we  arp 
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0f  Galilee,  Iconium,  and  Sicaminum  or  Porphyreon  (U), 
gnd  Heiphah  or  jCeipha. 

The  la/l  tribe  in  Lower  Galilee  was  that  of  IfTachar,  <fribe  of 
bounded  like  the  former  by  the  Mediterranean  on  the  weft,  IJfachar^ 
by  Zebulon  on  the  north,  by  the  Jordan  on  the  eaft,  which 
parted  it  froni  that  of  Gad,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  other 
iialf  of  Manafleh.  its  moft  remarkable  pkces  were  the 
Mounts  jCarmql,  and  Giiboah,  and  the  Valley  of  Jee- 
red, already  defcribed.  The  .great  plain  of  Megiddo, 
cailed  alfo  the  plain  of  Galilee,  and  now  Saba,  from  a 
caftle  (built  upon  H,  and  fam^d,  like  that  of  JeKreel,  for 
the  jnskQy  battles  Ibught  upcm  it ;  as  well  as  for  the 
abundance  of  eorn,  wine,  oil,  &c.  it  produced.  The 
chief  Aowns  were  Tarichea,  Cefion,  IfTachar,  Camoth,  ^'''W. 
£nghannim,  flabboth,  Cadefh,  Aphek,  £nhadda>  Shu- 
nem  or  Siuia,  the  place  wb^  the  hofpitable  Sbunamite 
lodged  the  prophet  Elijah,  £ndor>  where  the  fpyt>hone(s 
jeatertained  kioe  8aul,  Nairn,  -where  Chrift  rayfed  the 
pocM*  widow^s  Ipu,  Beth-5^mefl),  Jezreel,  or  £fdrelon, 
pT  £fdraelon,  and  Caftr'Um  P€;i:egrinorum  ^X). 

South  of  Zebul^i  lay  the  other  ha>lf-tr%e  of  Manaileh ;  Other  half 
and  fouth  of  this,  that  of  £fd>raim,  afterwards  known  ^^^^^ 
by  the  name  of  Sarnaria.     The  territories  of  thefe  two  "^^*  ' 
tribes,    though  contiguous,    varied  pretty  much,    fome 
parts  being  mountainous  and  rooky,  barren,  and-^ten  de- 
fcjt  6  whiliik  others  were  plealant,  fertile,  and  we^l  inha- 
bited.   That  of  Manaiffbb  was  hemmed  in,    nofth  and 
fouth,   by  lilachar  and  £pi>raira,  and  on  the  eaft,  and. 
ypcft,  by  the  Jordan  and  Mediterranean.    It  exhibited  a 
variety  of  plain^^  mountains,  s^ailies,  fprings,  and  a  good 


(U)  Jt8  aucieyit  nam^  was 
Jieipha,  which  .we  take  notice 
pf  becauib  the  Greeks  and  La- 
tins, havi^  changed  it  into 
pepha  and  Capha^  fome  have 
conceived  a  notion,  that  it  was 
ifb  caNed  from  the  rocky  ground 
which  they  fuppofe  it  to  be 
built  upon,  or furrounded  with. 
The  names  of  Sycaminos  and 
Porphyreon  were  probably 
giFcn  to  it,  the  firft  from  the 
^camore-tree?,  which  grew 
^x>ut  it ;  anfi  the  Latter  from 
the  ifaell-fifh  which  was  taken 
on  iu  coafi,  and  which  they 


ttfed  in  dying  purpje;  It  is 
fKu^e  9t  the  toot  of  Mouo^ 
CarmeJ:^  to  the  north  of  it,  oj^i 
the  gulph  of  Ptolemais  or 
A  ceo,  and  is  only  parted  from 
it  by  its  fair  and  fpacious  ha- 
ven, fo  that  thofe  two  cities 
(land  but  at  about  fifteen  miles 
diflance  from  each  other. 

(X)  Amongft  them  was  that 
of  Tarichea,  feated  on  the 
banks  of  the  fea  of  Galilee, 
about  eight  niiles  fouth  of  Tii- 
berias,  of  great  ilrength,  and 
famed  for  the  defence  it  made 
agaiofl  Visfpafian. 

u^mbef 
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number  of  ftately  cities;  among  which  were  Beth-Stiean 
or  Scythopolis,  Salem,  Aner,  Bezech,  Abel-Meholah, 
Caftrum  Alexandrinum,  Tirfliah  or  Terfa,  Acrabata, 
Thcbcz,  Thanac  or  Tanac,  Gath-Rimmon»  Maccoth, 
Ennon,  Megiddo,  Gilgal,  Dor  or  Dora^  Csefarea  Palef- 
tina,  and  Antipatris. 

Bphram.  The  tribe  of  Ephraim  took  up  the  fouth  fide  of  Sama- 
ria, and  extended,  like  that  of  Manafleh,  from  the  Me* 
diterranean  on  the  weft,  to  the  Jordan  on  the  eaft; 
bounded  on  the  fouth,  by  the  territority  of  Benjamin,  and 
part  of  Dan.  Here,  likewife,  fome  parts  were  rotky  and 
mountainous,  though  covered  with  trees,  and  good  paf- 
ture,  and  the  low  lands  exceedingly  rich,  fruitful,  and' 

Cititi*  even  luxuriant*  The  cities  and  towns,  numerous,  large 
and  well  peopled ;  among  which  were  Saren  or  Saronai 
Lydda  or  Diofpolis,  Elon,  ^  Ramatbaim  or  Arimathea, 
Bethoron,  Gazer  or  Gafera,  Timnath-Serah,  Pharaton 
or  Pirathon,  Caftrum  Hyrcanium^  Sichem  or  Sechem, 
fince  Neapolis,  Samaria,  fince  Sebafte,  Jechman,  Taph- 
nab.  Dog,  Doch,  or  Dagon,  Najoth,  Gath  Rimmon, 
Michmaft,  fince  Byra,  and  Shilo  or  Sio.  Thefe  were  the 
chief  places  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim* 

yudea^  properly  fi  caUed. 

Judea  pro-      ^^ii^  canton,  which  contained  the  tribes  of  Benjamin, 

per»  Judah,    Dan,    and  Simeon,   was   fituate   on  the   moft 

fouthern  fide  of  the  whole,  having  Samaria  or  Ephraim 

on  the  north,  the  Mediterranean  on  the  weft,  Idumsea  and 

Egypt  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Sea  on 

tbe  eaft.    The  climate^was  much  warmer  than  that  of  the 

other  two,  being  moftly  under  the  thirty-fecond  degree  of 

latitude ;  but  well  refrefhed  with  cooling  winds  from  the 

feas  and  mountains.     The  face  of  the  country  was  beaur 

tifully  variegated  with  plains,  hills,  valiics,  and  fome  de- 

ferts,  moft  of  them  well  watered  witli  plea(ant  ftream§ 

and  rivulets,  which  ran  down  fro;n  the  mountains;  fo 

that,  in  the  whole,  it  was  as  feitilc  in  corn,  wine,  oil, 

fruits,  and  pafture  grounds,  as^any  of  the  reft  ". 

Tribe  of  '•  The  tribe  of  Benjamin  lay  contigjaous  to  Samaria  on 

Benjamin,    the  north,  to  Judah  on  the  fouth,  and  to  Dan  on  the 

weft,  which  laft  parted  it  from  the  Mediterranean.     It  had 

not  many  cities  and  towns;  but  this  want  was  amply 

compenfated  by  its  containing  the  moft  confiderable,  and 

4he  metropolis  of  all,  the  celebrated  city  of  Jerufalem, 

•  See  Jc^epbus,  Reland,  &c. 

the 
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the  centre  of  the  Jewifli  worfhip  and  religion,  the  feat  o^ 
all  the  Jewiih  monarchs  and  pontiffs,  and  of  the  famed 
fanhedrim,  or  grand  court  and  council  of  the  nation. 
The  other  cities  were  Jericho,  Gibepn,  Beth-el,  Gibeah^  CitUu 
Hai,  Gilgal,  Anathoth,  Neb,  or  Neboj  to  which  we  ' 
may  add  the  two  noted  villages  of  Bethany  and  Gethfe- 
mane. 

Jerufalem  (T),  in  its  moft  flourifhing  ftate,  was  divided  Jirufidtm 
into  four  parts,  each  inclofed  with  its  own  walls ;  namely,  de/criM* 
the  old  city  of  Jehus,  which  ftoo{)  on  Mount  Zion,  where 
the  prophets  dwelt,  and  where  David  built  a  magni6cent 
eaftle  and  palace,  which  became  the  refidence,  both  of 
himfelf  and  fucceflbrs  j  on  which  account  it  was  empha- 
tically called,  "  the  City  of  David  (Z)."  The  lower  city, 
called  alfo,  the  **  Daughter  of  Zion,"  being  built  after  it ; 
on  which  ftood  the  two  magnificent  palaces^  which  So- 
lomon built  for  himfelf  and  his  queen  ;  that  of  the  Mac-* 
cabean  princes ;  and  the  ftately  amphitheatre  raifed  by 
Herod,  capable  of  containing  eighty  thoufand  fpeftators ; 
the  ftrong  citadel  by  Antiochus,  to  command  the  temple, 
but  fince  rafed  by  Simon  the  Maccabee,  who  recovered 
the  city  Jrom  the  Syrians ;  and  laftly,  a  fecond  citadel, 
built  by  Herod,  upon  a  high  and  craggy  rock,  called  bv 
him  Antonia.  The  new  city,  moftly  inhabited  by  tradei- 
men,  artificers^  and  merchants ;  and,  Mount  Moriah,  on 
which  appeared  the  celebrated  temple  of  Solomon,  de- 
fcribed  in  the  fixth  and  feventh  chapters  of  the  fecond  , 
book  of  Kings ;  deftroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  rebuilt  by 
the  Jews  on  their  return  from  Babylon,  and  afterwards 
renewed,  augmented,  adorned,  and  enriched  by  Herod. 

Without  pretending  to  give  a  particular  defcription  of  SohnnnU 
this  renowned  edifice,  concerning  which  different  writers  ttmpU^ 
have  fo  widely  differed  in  opinion,  we  (hall  confine  our 
prefent  account  of  it  to  fuch  particulars  only,  as  are 
agreed  on  all  hands,  and  founded  on  the  authority  of  the 
Scripture.  It  is  generally  allowed,  i.  That  there  were 
no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  three 
hundred  men  employed  in  the  work.     2.  That,  notwith^ 

(Y)  The  name  fignifies  in  city  and  temple,    by  Nebu- 

the  Hebrevi^,  the  vifion^  inhc  chadnezzar,    was  never    tho-* 

ritauce,  ox  pcjfeffion  of  peace.  roughly  rebuilt,  till  the  reign 

<Z)    This    llately  building  of  Herod  the  Great,  who  raif- 

was  greatly  enlarged  and  beau*  ed  it  to  a  moft  fumptuous  and 

tified  by  Solomon ;    but  being  elegant  ilrudture,  and  infcribed 

ddhroy^d,  with  the  reit  of  the  it  to  Agrippa  and  Casfar, 

ftanding 
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tbndhig  that  prodigious  ntimber  of  hands>   it  too^  u^ 
'  feven  whole  years  in  building.     3.  That  the  height  of  it 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  cubits,  or  eighty* 
two  yards  ;   and  the  courts  round  it  were  about  half  as 
high.     4,  That  the  fronton  the  eaft  fide  was  fuftainedby 
ramparts^  of  fquare  ftone,  of  vaft  bulk,  built  up  from  the 
valley  below,  three  hundred  cubits  high  \  the  height  o£ 
.which  being  added  to  that  of  the  edifice^  amounted  to 
four  hundred   and  twenty  cubits.    To  this  if  we  add^ 
5*  Sixty  cubits,  the  height  of  the  principal  tower  abova 
all  the  reft,,  the  total  will-  be  four  hundred  and  eighty  cif- 
bits,  which,  reckoning  at  two  feet  to  a  cubit  (A),  amouilt 
to  nine  hundred  and   Cxty  feet;  but  according  to   th6 
length  of  that  meafunc,  a$  others  reckon  it,  vii.  at  two 
feet  and  a  half,  it  will  reach  to  one  hundred  and  twentj^ 
feet  i  a  prodigious  height  this  from  the  ground,  and  fuch 
afi  might  weU  make  Jofephus  fay,  that  the  very  defign  of 
it  wa^.  fufficient  to  have  turned  the  brain  of  any  but  Solo-  • 
snon.      6.  Thofe  ramparts,    which  were  railed   in  thiaf 
manner,  to  fill  up  the  prodigious  chafm  made  by  the  deepr 
valley  l>elow,  and  to  make  the  area  of  a  fufhcient  breadth 
and  length  for  the  edifice,  were  one  thoufand  cubits  in 
length  at  the  bottonl,  and  eight  hundred  at  the  Top,  afnd 
the  bseadth  of  them  one  hundred  more.    7.  The  hugd^ 
buttreffes  which  fupported  the  ramparts,  were  of  the  fame 
height,   fquare  at  the  top,  and  fifty  cubits  broad,  and 
jutted  out  one  hundred*  and  fifty  cubits  at  the  bottom;» 
8.  The  ftones  of  which  they  were  built,  were,  accord-' 
ing  to  Jofephus,  forty  cubit's  long,   twelve  thick,    and 
eight  high,  all  of  marble,  and  fo  exquifitely  joined,   tha^ 
they  feemed  one  continued  piece,  or  rather  polifhed  rock. 
9«  According  to  the  fame  Jewifli  hiftorian,  there  weib 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  columns  of  Pa- 
rian marble,  and  twice  that  number  of  pilafters,  of  fuch 
thicknefs,    that  three  men  could  hardly  embrace  them, 
their  height  and  capitals  proportionable,  and  of  the  Co- 


(A)  This  Hebraic  rneafure 
is  very  differently  fettled  by 
authors,  viz.  by  bilhop  Cum- 
berland and  other$,  to  twenty 
inches  and  aa  half,  by  others 
at  eighteen*  Capelks  and  o- 
thers  think  the  Jews  bad  two 
cubits,  one  facred,  the  other 
coinraon ;  the  firft  of  thirty -rfix, 
the  other  of  eighteen  inches : 


this  they  prove  fromfundry  di-* 
menfions,  which  Mofes  gives 
to  the  Levitical  territory  round 
their  cities  j  viz.  in  one  vetfe 
at  one  thoufand  cubits,  and, 
in  the  very  next  at  two  thou- 
fand ;  the  former  being  fup- 
pofed  the  facred,  ^nd  the  fecond 
the  common^ 

rinthian 
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rinthian  order.  But  it  ia  likely,  Jofephu^  hath  given  tfs 
thefe  two  laft  articles  from  the  temple  of  Herod,  there 
being,  nothing  like  them  mentioned  by  the  facred  hifto*^ 
r4an$y  but  a  great  deal  about  the  prodigious  cedars  of  Le- 
banon».  ufed  in  that  edifice,  the  excellent  workmanftiip  of 
them,  adapted  to  their  feveral  ends  and  defigns,  toge- 
ther with  their  gildings,  and  other  curious  ornaments  (B). 
It  IB  affirmed  in  the  text  ^,  that  all  the  materials  of  this 
ftupendous  fabric  were  finifhed  and  adapted  to  their  fe- 
veral. ends,  before  they  were  brought  to  Jerufalem,  that 
is,  the  ftones  in  their  quarries,  and  the  cedars  in  Leba- 
non.; fo  that  there  was  no  noife  of  ax,  hammer,  or  any 
tt>ol,  heard  in  rearing  the  edifice.  The  variety  of  for-* 
tane  to  which  both  city  and  temple  were  expofed,  will  be 
ipecified  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory.  Mean  while,  as 
wc  have  taken  notice  of  the  moft  remarkable  places, 
mountains,  vaUtes,  &c.  in  Judea,  under  a  former  article, 
we  fliall  conclude  this  with  an  account  of  its  prefent  de- 
plorable condition,  under  the  Turks.  As  for  other  towns 
of  note  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  the  reader  may  fee  alb 
that  is  worth  notice  concerning  them,  in  the  note  (C). 

This 
n  1  Kings,  vi.  7. 
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(B)  The  fenfible  reader  will 
require  better  authority  than 
that  of  Jofephus,  to  confirm 
the  truth  of  theie  dimenfions, 
which  feem  to  be  the  eifedt  of 
Jewiih  exaggeration  diveJded  of 
all  probability.  But,  we  {hall 
^ve  a  more  accurate  deferip^ 
eon  of  the  temple,  in  the  fe<^ 
quel  of  the  Jcwifti  hiftory. 

(C)  I.  Nob,  Nobe,  Noba, 
Nomba,  a  facerdotai  city  at  the 
hrtYkdk  end  weft  ward  of  this 
tribe,  aad  the  place  where  the 
ark  (bme  time  refted,  after  the 
taking  of  Shiloh  by  the  Phi^ 
Hftines,  fb  totally  ruined  by 
king  Saul,  on  account  of  the 
fin  all  affiftance  which  the  high- 
prieft  Abimelech  had  given  the 
fugitive  David,  that  St.  Jerom 
tells  us,  it  ftill  lay  in  ruins  in 
his  time,  which  were  then  to 
be  feen  at  fome.  fmall  diftance 
from  Diofpolis. 


2.  Gibeon,  Oabaon, ib  ftyl* 
ed  from  its  being  advanta* 
geouily  fituate  on  an  eminence^ 
about  forty  or  fifty  furlongsy 
or  fix  or  eight  miles  north  trom 
Jerufalem. 

3.  Gibcah,  or  Gibeath- 
Saul,  fo  called  for  being:  the; 
birth-place  of  that  monarchy 
and  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Gi- 
beath-Phineas,  in  the  tribe  of 
Ephratm,  ftood  feven  or  eighn 
Rules  north  fmm  Jerufalem, 
and  as  many  north<*weft  from 
Gdlead. 

4.  Gilgal,  Gulsal,  (jralga^ 
tha^  fit^uate  on.  the  banks^of  the 
Jordan,  whore'  the  Ifraelites 
crolfed  at  their  entrance  irito 
the  Promifed  Land^  famed  iot 
the  monument  which  Joihua 
reared  there,  in  memory  of 
that  miraculous  palTage. 

j.  Beth-el,  anciently  Luz, 
but  fo  ftylcd  by  Jacob  in  me- 
mory 
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This  once  (lately  and  opulent  inetropolis  is  at  present 
called  by  the  Turks,  Cudfembaric  and  Coudiherif}^  and 
reduced  to  a  poor  thinly  inhabited  town,  of  at  moft  three 
miles  in  circuit.  It  ftands  in  31^  48'  of  north  lati-t 
tude,  and  35^  34^  of  eift  longitude, .  on  a  rocky  mdun-* 
tain  furrounded  on  all  fides,  except  on  the  north,  with 
fleep  afcents,  and  deep  valleys  below ;  and  thefe  again  en* 
vironed  with  other  hills  at  fomc  diftance  (D).  The  foil, 
for  want  of  cultivation,  is  now  become  ftOnyi  fandy, 
and  barren  ;  yet  in  fome  places,  produces  corn,  wine^ 
and  oil  5  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city. 
There  was  a  period  indeed,  after  its  total  deftrudion  by 
Titus  Vefpafi  an,  at  which  it  was  likely  to  have  recovered 
JtehnUi  by  its  former  grandeur ;  when  the  emperor  Adrian  built  a 
ddrian.       new  city,  almoft  upon  the  fpot  of  the  old  town,'  which 

mory  of  his  fignal  vifion  there,  weft  of  Beth-el,  and  at  a  fmall 

that  word  iignifying,  the  houfe  diflance  north-wefl  from  Jeri- 

of  God*    Itiloodon  the  weft  of  cho. 

Ai,  a  Canaanitiih  citv,  taken  The  laft,    and  moft  cotifi*- 

immediately  after  Jericho,   a-  derable  city  in  this  tribe,  next 

bout  twelve  miles  north  from  to   Jerufalem,     was    Jericho, 

Jerufalem.     .  about  fix  miles  weft  from  the 

6.  Anatboth,  a  facerdotal  Jordan,  and  twenty-two  al- 
city,  fituate  between  Gilgal  m(^  eaft  from  Jerufalem,  It 
and  Jerufalem,  the  birth-place  was  fituate  in  a  fpacious  plain, 
of  Jeremiah,  and  inheritance  ^producing  all  forts  of  fruits,  ef- 
of  many  of  the  Jewifti  pontifts.  pecially  palm-trees,  and  ftyled 

7.  Bethany,  a  famed  village  from  thence  the  **  City  of 
on  the  road  between  Jericho  Palms."  It  was  adorned  with 
and  Jerufalem,  the  dwelling-  a  magnificent  palace,  and  other 
place  of  Lazarus,  and  his  two  edifices  built  by  Herod ;  but 
lifters.  of  all  its  ancient  fplendor  no^ 

8.  Gethfemane,  which  fig-  thing  now  remains ;  the  placo 
nifies  an  oilprefsy  was  a  village  being  dwindled  into  a  poor  vil- 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  lage,  except  fome  arched  parts 
|)erhaps  io  called,  becaufe  of  of  an  old  conduit,  fuppofed  to 
the  preiSng  of  that  oil  there,  have  been  made  to  convey  the 
It  is  chiefly  noted  for  a  garden,  water  into  the  city,  and  parts 
to  which  bur  Saviour  was  wont  adjacent  ( 1 ). 

to  refort  at  night  with  his  dif-  (D)    The  natural  fituation 

'  ciples,  and  where  he  was  be-  of  Jerufalem  bounded  by  thofe 

trayed  by  Judas,  and  led  away  precipices,  feems  to  prove  that 

bound.  the  city  could  never  be  much 

9.  Ai,  by  the  Septuagint  more  extenfive  than  it  is  at  pre- 
Aai,  by  Jofephus  Aina,   and  fent. 

by  others  Ajah,  was    fituate 

(i)  Jofcph*  Aatiq.    Pocockek 

-     kc 
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\st  called  ^lia  Capitolina,  and  adorned  with  walls^  and 
other  noble  ediiicess  permitting  the  Ghriftians  to  fettle 
and  live  in  it.     But  this  was  a  fliort  gleam  of  good  for- 
tune }  for,  when  the  pious  emprefs^  Helena,  mother  of 
Conftantine  the  Great,  came  to^vifit  this  theatre  of  the 
world's  redemption,  ihe  found  it  in  fuch  a  forlorn  and 
ruinous  condition,  as  raifed  her  pity  into  a  noble  zeal  of 
reftoring  it  to  its  ancient  luftre.     To  this  end,  (he  caufed,   Ktftored  hy 
with  a  great  deal  of  coft  and  labour^  all  the  rubbifh  that  the  empress 
had  been  thrown  upon  thofe  places  where  our  Saviour  had  ^^^^«^- 
iuffered,  to  be  removed :  and,  in  the  p'rofecution  of  this 
work,  they  are  faid  to  have  found  the  crofs  on  which  he 
died. 

Mount  Calvary  being  thus  cleared,  flie  caufed  a  mag-^ 
nificent  church  to  be  built  upon  it,  to  comprehend  as 
many  of  the  fcenes  of  his  fufFerings,  as  could  be  conve- 
niently inclofed.  This  ftately  edifice  is  ftill  (landing,  and 
kept  in  good  repair,  by  the  offerings  of  a  conftant  con- 
courfe  of  pilgrims,  who  annually  refort  to  it,  as  well  as 
the  contributions  of  feveral  Chr iuian  princes. 

The  walls  of  it  are  of  ftone,  the  roof  of  cedar ;  the  eaft  TAe  great 
end  inclofes  Mount  Calvary,  and  the  weft  comprehends  church  0/ 
the  holy  fepulchre.    The  former  is  covered  with  a  noble  ^'*  ^^«^- 
cupola,   fupported  by  fixteen  maflive  columns,    which  '  ^'* 
were  crufted  with  marble.    The  centre  of  it  is  open  on 
the  top  juft  over  the  fepulchre,  and  above  the  high  altar 
at  the  eaft  end  is  another  ftately  dome.     The  nave  of  the 
church  conftitutes  the  choir ;  and  in  the  infide  aifles  are 
the  places  where  the  moft  remarkable  circumftances  of 
Chrift*s  paffion  were  tranfafled,  together  with  the  tombs 
of  Godfrey  and  Baldwin,  the  two  firft  Chriftian  kings  . 
of  Jerufalem.     An  afcent  of  twenty-two  fteps,  leads  to  a 
chapel,  where  that  part  of  Calvary  i3  fliewn,  on  which 
Chrift  was  crucified,  aild  the  very  hole  in  the  rock,  in 
which  his  crofs  was  fixed.    The  altar  hath  three  croffes 
on  it,  and  is  richly  adorned,  with  other  coftly  embellifh- 
ments,  particularly  with  forty-fix  (ilver  lamps  of  immenfe 
value,  that  hang  before  it,  and  are  kept  conftantly  burn- 
ing.    Adjoining  to  this,  is  another  fmall  chapel,  front- 
ing the  body  of  the  church.     At  the  weft  end  is  that  of 
the  fepulchre,  which  is  hewn  out  of  the  folid  rock,  and 
hath  a  fmall  dome  or  lantern,  fupported  by  pillafs  of 
porphyry.     The  cloifter  round  the  fepulchre,  is  divided 
into  fundry  chapels,  appropriated  to  the  feveral  feSs  of 
Chriftians,  who  refide  there,  fuch  as  Greeks,.  Armenians^ 
Jtfaronites,  JacobiteSi  Copt?,  Abyffinesj  aod  Georgines* 

VquU.  H  On 
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.  On  the  north-weft,  are  the  apartments  of  the  Latins^  who 
have  the  care  of  the  church,  and  are  forced  to  refide  con- 
ftantly  in  it,  the  Turks  keeping  the  keys  of  it,  and  nbt 
fufFering  any  of  them  to  go  out,  but  obliging  them  to  re- 
ceive their  provifions  through  a  wtcket. 
Ctremontis       Eafter  Is  the  time  at  which  the  chief  ceremonies  arc 
performed    performed  within  this  place,  and  which  chiefly  con£ft  in 
0t  Eafter.     reprefentations  of    Chrift'$  paffion,    crucifixion,    deaths 
and  ref ur  reft  ion  ►    At  this  folemnity  every  pilgrim,  pay-*- 
ing  a  certain  fee,  is  admitted  in  to  ailift  at  the  folemni 
proceiTion,  and  other  ceremonies ;  of  thefe  there  is  com-% 
monly  a  vaft  concourfe  v  fome  of  them  choofe  to  ent^r  on- 
the  eve  of  Good-Friday,  and  to  ftay  till  Eafter-Monday  *• 
A  mock'  The  laft  particular  we  fiiall  take  notice  of  under  this  ar<» 

tempUbuilt.  tide,  is  an  edifice  erefted  on  Mount  Moriah,  on  the 
fouth-eaft  part  of  the  city,,  called  Solomon's  temple^ 
ftanding  on  or  near  the  fpot  where  the  ancient  temple 
ftood.  But,  as  we  are  well  afiured,  that  the  old  temple 
was  totally  deftroyed  by  the  Romans,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
guefsf  when,  or  by  whom  this  modern  building  was 
reared  (I).  The  entrance  into  it  is  at  the  eaft  end,  under 
an  o£i:agon,  adorned  with  a  cupola^  roof,  and  lantern  $ 
and  forward,,  towards  the  weft,  is  a  fair  ftrait  aifle,  like 
that  of  a  church,  the  whole  furrounded  with  a  fpacioiis 
fquare  court,  walled  on  every  fide.  The  extent  of  this 
place,  according  to  Mr.  Maundrell,  is  five  hundred  and 
feventy  common  paces  long,  and  three  hundred,  and 
feventy  broad.  In  the  midft  <rf,  it,  where  the  Jewifli 
Sanftum  Sanftorum  is  faid  to  have  ftood,  is  erefted  a 
Turkifli  mofque,  neither  confiderable.  for  its  magnitude 
nor  ftrudlure ;  which,  neverthelefs,  makes  a  ftately  figure, 
by  the  fole  advantage  of.  its  fituation.  This  place,  Maun- 
Riveretued  drell  tells  us,  is  held  in  fuch  veneration  by  the  Turks,  that 
by  the  a  ftranger  cannot  go  near  it,  without  being  in  danger  of 

Turks.  forfeiting  his  life,  or  religion.  It  lies  over-againft  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  and  is  parted  from  it  by  the  Vale  of 
Jeholhaphat ;  and  one  may  eafily  judge  what  an  immenfe 

a  Vide   Pococke,  Shaw,    Maundrell,   Radzivilie,    Thevenot, 
Sandys,  &  le  Bruyn. 

(I)   The  exiftence  of  this  dauon  of  Solomon^s    temple, 

building  feems  to  invalidate  the  were  defirpyed  by  fubterrane- 

truth  of  the  miracle  wrought  ous  fire,    that  the    prophecy 

in  the  days  of  Julian  the  Apof-  might  be  verified,  which  im- 

tate,  where  the  workmen  em?  plied  that  the  temple  (hould 

ployed  to  dig  upon  the  foun«  never  be  rebuilt, 

labour 


I 


t6  the  Bahyhnijh  Captivity.  99 

labour  it  muft  have  coft  to  level  fuch  a  fpacious  area  upon 
fo  ftrong  androcky  a  mountain.  Dr.  Pococke,  who  hath 
taken  a  more  particular  view  of  that  edifice,  much  extols 
the  beauty  of  the  profpeft,  as  well  as  the  materials  and 
workmanihip.  The  colonnades  are  of  the  Corinthian  or- 
der, finely  wrought^  and  the  arches  turned  over  them ; 
being,  as  he  fuppofes,  the  porticoes  leading  to  the  infide 
of  the  building,  which,  he  thinks,  was  formerly  a  Chrif- 
tian  church. 

The  city  is  now  under  the  government  of  a  fangiac,  Prefent  go» 
whofe  refidence  is  in  a  houfe  faid  to  have  been  that  of  *i>ernnunt 
Pontius  Pilate,  over-againft  the  caftle  of  Antonia,  built  ^  ^^'  ^'^' 
by  Herod  the  Great.  There  they  fhew  the  ftairs  by  which 
Jefus  afcended  to  the  gallery  where  the  governor  expofed 
him  to  the  people ;  at  leaft  they  fhew  a  new  flight  of 
them  :  for,  as  to  the  old  fteps,  called  fcala  fanta,  they  are 
faid  to  have  beep  carried  to  Rome.  Many  of  thofe  ftately 
churches,  built  in  memory  of  fome  remarkable  gofpel-tranf- 
aftion,  have  been  fince  turned  into  mofques,  into  fome  of 
which  money  will  procure  an  entrance.  Both  friars,  and 
other  Chriftians,  are  kept  fo  poor,  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
government,  that  the  chief  fupport  and  trade  of  the  place 
confifts  in  providing  iElrangers  with  food,  and  other  accom- 
modations, and  felling  them  beads,  relics,  and  other  re- 
ligious trinkets ;  for  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  confi- 
dcrable  fums  to  the  fangiac,  as  well  as  to  his  oiEcers : 
thefe  are  feldom  fo  well  contented  with  their  ufual  dues, 
but  that  they  frequently  extort  fome  frefh  contributions, 
cfpecially  from  the  Francifcans,  whofe  convent  is  the 
common  receptacle  for  all  pilgrims.  For  this  accommo- 
dation, they  have  confiderable  allowances  from' the  pope, 
and  other  crowned  heads;  befides  the  ufual  prefents 
which  ilrangers  generally  make  them  at  their  departure. 

The  Tribe  of  yuJah, 

This"  canton  extended  fouth  of  Benjamin  about  twenty-  tfj^^  f^i^ 
fcven  miles,  quite  to  the  mountain^  of  Seir,  or  Edom,  ofjudah* 
^Rrhich  were  the  frontiers  between  it  and  Idumaea.  It  was 
bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  Dead  Sea,  and  on  the  weft  by 
the  tribes  of  Dan  and  Simeon,  both  which  lay  between 
it  and  the  Mediterranean.  Judah  was  reckoned  the 
largeft  and  moft  populous  tribe  of  all  the  twelve,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  the  ftouteft,  and  moft  vali- 
ant. It  was,  moreover,  the  chief  and  royal  tribe,  from 
which  the  kingdom  was  denominated,  as  hath  been  al- 
ready hinted.    The  land  was  beautifully  variegated  with 

H  2  fertik 
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'  fertile  plains,  hills,  dales,  lakes,  and  fountainsv  ft  pra- 
duced  great  plenty  of  corn,  wine,  oil,  fruits  and  pafture^ 
except  where  it  lay  contiguous  to  Idumsea.  It  was  pro- 
perly in  the  territory  of  Judah  that  the  Canaanites  dwelt  j 
and  here  it  was,  likcwife,  that  Abraham  and  his  defcerid- 
cnts  fojourned,  till  their  going  down  into  Egypt.  The 
Cities.  principal  places  in  this  tribe  were,  Libna,  Makkedah, 
Azecha,  Bcth-Zor,  or  Bethfora,  Emmaus,  Nicopolis,  Bo- 
zech,  Bethlehem,  Tekoah,  Engadi,  Odalla,  Keylah^. 
flebron,  Jether,  Jerimoth,  Taphnah,  Kirjath-Jearira, 
Maon,  Holon,  Gozen,  Gelo,  Cabzael,  Hazor  or  Chad- 
zor,  and  Maflada ;  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  defcribed  in  the  note  **  (K), 

The 

b  De  his  vidrReland.  ubi  Aipra»  lib.  i.  cap.  i8.  &  feq,.     Cell- 

arium,  Jofeph.  &  al. 


(K)  At  the  head  of  all  thefe 
we  may  juftly  place  the  royal 
city  of  Bethlehem,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  being  the  birth- 
place of  king  David,  and  from 
him  emphatically  fly  led  the 
City  of  David,  but  much  more 
fo,  as  it  was  appointed  by  Pro- 
vidence to  be  the  birth-place 
of  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
though  at  prefent  reduced  to  a 
poor  village.  It  is  fituate  on 
a  hillr  in  a  fertile  and  de- 
lightful plain,  about  five  or  fix 
miles,  according  to  Jofephus 
and  Eufebius,  bat  fevcn  or 
eight,  according  to  more  mo- 
dem travellers,  fouth  of  Jeni- 
falem.  It  is  ftill  held  in  great 
efteem,  both  for  the  magnifi- 
cent church  which  the  pious 
emprefs  Helena  caufed  to  be 
built  over  the  grott  where  the 
Divine  Infant  was  born,  and 
for  the  great  concourfe  of  pil- 
grims, who  yearly  repair  to  it, 

Hebron,  now  called  El-ka- 
hil,  the  ancient  feat  of  David 
before  he  had  taken  Jerufalem, 
iVands  on  a  ridge  of  mountains, 
which  overlook  a  moil  delicious 
yalley  twenty  miles  fouth  of 


that  metropoHi,  The  old  city 
hath  long  lain  in  ruins,  but 
near  to  them  {lands  a  village, 
in  which  is  flill  a  handfome 
church,  built  by  the  fame  pious 
emprefs,  over  the  cave  wher<J 
Abraham  and  Sarah,  Ifaac, 
Jacob,  and  Leah,  lie  buried. 
The  Turks  have  turned  it  into 
a  mofque,  and  the  place  is 
much  revered  by  them,  as 
well  as  by  the  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians. 

Makkedah,  a  royal  city, 
*near  which  the  five  Amoritilh 
kings  were  put  to  death  by  Jo- 
fliua,  was  once  a  very  ftrong 
city,  and  placed,  by  Eufebius, 
about  eight  miles  from  Eleu- 
theropolis. 

Lebna,  a  (Irong  city,  fi- 
tuate in  a  narrow  neck  of  laud 
in  this  tribe,  which  ran  north- 
wards between  thofe  of  Dan 
and  Benjamin. 

Azecha,  another  ftrong  place, 
both  by  fituation,  and  its  ilout 
walls  ;  feated  in  the  fame 
north -weft  corner  with  Lebna 
and  Makkedah,  in  the  valley 
of  Terebinth,  where  David 
fifiw  Goliath* 

Bethzor, 
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South-weft  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  between  it  and  the   ^ribe  of 
Mediterranean,  lay  the  two  Ja(t  tribes  we  have  ftill  to  ^^* 
fpeak  of,  namely,  JDan  and  Simeon  ;  beyond  which  were 
ftill  feated,  along  the  fea-coaft,   the  ancient  Philiftines, 
once  mafters  of  the  whole  from  the  confines  of  Phoenice,, 
on  the  north,  t»  thofe  of  Idumaea  on  the  fouth.     The  PhiliJIint 
cities  along  this  coaft  were  fo  ftrong  and  populous,  that  "^*^'» 
the  Damtes  could  not  prefently  wreft  them  from  their 


Bethzor,  er  Bethfora,  fo 
icalled  from  its  iituation  upon 
a  high  rock,  was  a  very  iiovit 
fortcefs,  efpecially  about  the 
time  of  the  Maccabees;  but 
had  formerly  been  fortified  by 
Icing  Rehoboam,  to  *Keep  the 
Danites  in  awe.  The  author 
of  the  fecond  bodk  of  Macca- 
bees places  Bethfora  within 
$ve  /urloDgs  of  Jeru&lemj: 
but  that  is  a  palpable  error  $ 
for  it  could  not  then  have  been 
in  the  tribe  of  Judah :  but 
Eufeblus  afTures  us,  it  was 
twenty  ihiles  from  it;,  on  the 
road  to  Hel)rQn. 

Emmaus,  in  Hebiiew,  Cham- 
tfizn^  fix)m  its  hot  and  faluti- 
ferous  waters,  famed  for  our 
Saviour's  appearance  to  two  of 
his  difciples,  flood,  as  the  e- 
vaogelifl  tells  us,  about  fii^ty 
fui'k)ngs,  or  eight  miles,  fouth- 
weft  firom  Jerufalem. 

Tekoah,  Tccua,  fituate  qa 
^he  fide  of  a  hill  about  nine 
miles  from  Bethlehem,  be- 
tween iBethfora  and  Engadi. 

Engadi,  or  the  fountain  of 
the  goaty  formerly  Hazazon 
Thamar,  or  the  city  of  palm' 
4rees^  is  fituate  on  the  top  of 
a  high  and  fleeprock  near  the 
Dead  Sea,  furrounded  with  a 
•IcnitoTy  much  famed  for  great 


quantities  of  palms,  and  other 
.odoriferous  threes :  though  it 
be  likewilje  often  called  a  wil- 
4er9ers,  on  account  of  t;he 
mountains  and  woods  that  fur- 
rounded  the  town.  Both  this 
of  Engadi,  and  that  of  \  ekoah, 
are  full  of  large  caverns,  fome 
ef  which  the  reader  may  fee 
defcribed  hxx  <he  authors  lately 
quoted. 

Ziph,  from  which  the  neigh- 
bouring defert  hath  its  name, 
flood  on  a  high  hill,^  about 
eight  miles  call  of  Hebron,  ac- 
cording to  St.  Jerom,  and  was 
Hill  a  confiderable  town  in  his 
itime. 

Maon,  another  flrong  city, 
which  gave  name  to  the  neigh- 
bouring wildernefs,  flood  on  a 
barren  eminence,  at  a  little 
diflance  to  the  fouth-weil  of 
the  Dead  Sea. 

The  lafl  place  worth  notice, 
in  this  tribe,  was  the  famed 
fortrcfs  of  Maffada,  built  by 
Judas  Maccabeus,  and  often 
mentioned  by  Jolephus  as  im- 
pregnable, it  llood  a  few 
miles  fouth  x)f  Engadi,  and 
weft  of  the  Dead  Sea,  on  a 
high  craggy  rock,  inacceilibie 
on  all  fides  but  one,  ^nd  that 
very  difficult  and  fleep  ( i  }• 


li)  Jpfeph.  de  Bell.  Joih,  Sam. 
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brave  inhabitants,  but  were  forced  to  gain  them  by  de- 
grees, as  they  could,  and  at  laft  to  leave  them  in  quiet  pof- 
felTion  of  fix  of  themoft  confiderable  ;  viz.  Gath,  Accaron, 
Aihdod,  Afcalon,  Ga%a,  and  Majuma,  together  with  the 
territories  belonging  to  them  ;  whilft  they  contented 
themfelves  with  thofe  which  lay  north  of  them,  up  to 
Joppa. 
Dmh*s  The  lot  of  Dan  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ephraim, 

BoMmdo'  ^,j  ^|,g  ^^{j  by  ti,^  Philiftines  and  the  Mediterranean  5 
on  the  fouth  by  Simeon,  and  on  the  eaft  by  Judah  and 
Benjamin.  Its  greateft  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  did 
not  exceed  forty  miles ;  it  was  exceeding  narrow  on  the 
north  fide,  and  not  above  twenty-five  broad  on  the  fouth. 
But  what  it  wanted  in  room  was,  in  a  great  meafure, 
made  up  by  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  induftry  and 
bravery  of  its  inhabitants,  fome  of  whom,  rather  than 
be  confined  within  their  narrow  limits,  ventured  fo  far  as 
the  city  of  Laifh,  in  the  utmoft  verge  north  of  Paleftine, 
after  new  fettlements.  The  country  abounded  with  com, 
wine,  oil,  fruits,  and  all  other  neceflaries.  Here  was 
the  famed  valley  called  Nahal  Efcol,  or  §f  the  grapes  $ 
whence  the  fpies  fent  by  Mofes  brought  fuch  noble  fpe- 
cimens  of  its  fertility  to  the  Ifraelitiih  camp.  Dan  had, 
befides,  a  good  number  of  cities  within  its  fmall  extent, 
the  chief  of  which  were  Joppa,  Jamnia,  Cafphin,  Thim- 
nah,  Beth-Shemcfli,  Ajalon,  Lachifli,  Modin,  Eltek,  Lehi^ 
Gibbethon,  and  Zora  or  Sora  **.  Of  thefe  we  fliall  dc- 
fcribe  here  only  the  two  former,  which  were  maritime, 
and  refer  the  others  to  the  note  (B). 

Joppa, 

b  See  Reland.  Jofepfa.  Cellar.  &  al. 

(B)  Cafphin   was  a  fmall,  quantities  of  wine  from  that 

but  well-fortified  town,  feated  noble    fruit.      Beth-Shemeih, 

on  a  fmall  lake  about  fix  miles  another  Levitical  city,  about 

eaflward  of  Jamnia,  famed  in  fix    or  feven  miles   fouth  of 

the  time  of  the   Maccabitifh  Gath -Rim  men,   near  the  fea- 

wars.     About  five  or  fix  miles  coafl.      There    were    feveral 

fouth  oF  it,  and  weft  from  Di-  other  cities  of  the  fame  name ; 

ofpolis,  on  the  road  to  Eleu>  and  no  wonder,  that  word  fig** 

theropolb  fiood  the  Levitical  nifying  the  houfty  or  temple  ef 

city    of    Gath-Rimmon,     or  the  fun.     Every  place  that  had 

Geth-Rimmon,  given  by  the  fuch  a  temple,  afie^ed  to  call 

tribe  of  Dan  to  the  &mily  of  it  by  that  name,  as  the  Greeks 

Cohath.      Its    name    fignifies  did    by   that    of    Heliopolis, 

the  prefs  of  pomegranates^  and  which  implies  the  fame  thing. 

it  is  likely  they  made    fome  Ajalon  flood  near  the  borders 

of 
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Joppa,  Japha,  now  Jaffa,  once  a  confiderable  fca*port  'J^ppa. 
on  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  only  port  which  the  Jews 
had  on  that  fea,  was  feated  on  a  high  hill»  which  com- 
manded a  full  profpefb  of  the  fea  on  one  (ide,  and  of  a 
fertile  country  on  the  other.  It  had  the  town  of  Jamnia 
on  the  foutfa,  Caefaiea  Palseftina  on  the  north,  and  Rama,. 
or  Ramula  on  the  eaft  ^  and  it  is  often  mentkmed  both  in 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  This  city  was  fo  entirely 
ruined^  during  the  holy  war,  that  it  had  fcaroely  any 
buildings  leftftanding  but  the  old  caftle,  which  is  fituate 
OB  an  eminence  above  it,  and  another  near  the  fea-iide. 
At  prefent,  the  town  is  rebuilt  towards  the  fea  with  good 
fione  houfes,  and  drives  a  conflderable  trade,  particularly 
in  the  Rama  and  Jerufalem  foap«  There  are  likewile  its  traffic^ 
great  quantities  of  rice,  corn,  and  other  commodities,  fort,  ^^* 
brought  hither  from  Egypt,  and  exported  hence  into  other 
countries.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  haven  is  a  copious 
fpring  which  fupplies  the  town^  and  ie£rjs£hes  all  the  paf- 
iengers  that  travel  this  way. 


of  Judah,  and  was  given  to 
thefacerdotal  family  ofCohath. 
There  were  four  cities  of  that 
name ;  one  in  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin, about  three  miles  eaft 
irom  Beth-el ;  a  fecond  in  that 
of  Ephraim,  two  miles  fix>m 
Sechem,  on  the  road  to  Jeru- 
falem ;  a  third  in  the  tribe  of 
Zebulun,  whofe  iituation  is 
uncertain ;  and  the  fourth  in 
this  of  Dan,  between  Timnah 
and  Beth-Sheme(h,  lately  men- 
tionedk  Lachifli,  in  the  fron- 
tiers of, Judah,  to  which  Sen- 
nacherib laid  fiege  whe;i  he 
ient  that  haughty  melTage  to 
Hezekiah,  was  flill  a  fmall 
town,  about  feven  miles  fouth 
from  Eleutheropolis,  in  Eufe- 
bius  and  St.  Jerom's  time. 
Modin,  famed  for  being  the 
birth  and  burying-place  of  the 
Maccabean  princes,  was  feated 
on  a  hill  at  a  fmall  diilance 
£rom  the  fea.  Their  tombs, 
which  were  very  magnificent, 


could  be  feen  at  ftich  a  diftancc 
off  at  fea,  as  to  ferve  for  a  land- 
mark, and  were  ftill  flanding  in 
St.  Jerom's  time,  not  far  from 
the  city  of  Diofpolis ;  but  the 
town  was  dwindled  into  a  vil- 
lage, Lehi,  the  place  where 
Samfon  ilew  a  thoufand  Philif- 
ticies  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an 
afs,  was  near  Eltek,  or  Eltaka, 
a  facerdotal  city,  given  to  the 
fons  of  Cohath.  Gibbethon, 
or  Gabbathon,  probably  the 
fame  with  Gabbatha,  a  Levi«> 
tical  city  on  the  frontiers  of 
Judah,  twelve  miles  from  Elcu-, 
theropolis,  where  theyfhcwed 
the  tomb  of  the  prophet  Ha- 
bakkuk.  Laftly,  the  famed 
city  of  Zorah,  or  Sorah, 
the  birth-place  of  Samfon, 
which  flood  in  a  fpacious  plain 
near  the  frontiers  of  Dan  and 
Judah,  ten  miles  from  Euthe- 
ropolis,  ^n  the  road  to  Nico* 
polis. 


H 


Jamnia, 


\ 


Trtbi  $f 
Simeon, 
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yam»Uh  Jamni^,  Jamni,  Jamnes,   Jcmne  or  Jemmais,  fituate 

an  the  fame  coaft,  between  Joppa  and  Azotusy  in  a  plea^ 
fant  champain  country,  is  not  motioned  by  any  of  thofe 
names  in  the  Hebrew  text ;  but  we  meet  with  that  of 
Tabne  among  thpfe  w];uch  king  U^^iah  took  from  the 
PhiUftin^s,  which  is,  without  doubt,  the  very  fame. 
Jofephus  tells  us,  it  was  given  from  the  tribe  of  Judah  to 
that  of  Dan.  The  fecond  book  of  Maccabees,  places  it 
about  two  hundred  and  forty  furlongs  weft  of  Jerufalem. 
It  was  made  an  epifcopal  fee,  under  that  of  Csefarea,  in 
the  early  times  of  Chriftianity  \  but,  at  prefent,  has  no^ 
thing  worthy  our  farther  notice ;  we  Ihall,  therefore  pafs 
into  the  n^xt  and  laft  canton  of  Faleftine  \  na^nely : 

rbt  Tribe  of  Simeon. 

• 

This  tribe  was  confined  to  a  very  fmall  lot  on  the  moft 
fouthern  corner  of  Judaea,  bounded  by  Dan  on  the  north, 
the  little  river  Sichor  on  the  fouth,  which  parted  it  fron^ 
Idumsea,  by  Judah  on  the  eaft,  and  by  a  fmall  neck  of 
land  towards  the  Mediterranean  on  the  weft.  The  greateft 
part  of  it  was  fo  mountainous,  fandy,  and  barren,  efpe- 
cially  that  which  lay  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Bezor 
which  ran  acrofsit,  and  on  the  north  of  which  they  had 
but  a  very  narrow  flip  of  fertile  land.  They  were  lb  ha- 
raffed  by  the  Philiftines  on  on?  fide,  and  the  Idumaeans 
on  the  other,  that,  finding  neither  room  nor  fuftenance 
jyijperfid  fufficient,  nor  any  quietnefs  in  their  inheritance,  they 
0ut  of  their  were  obliged  tofeek  their  fortune  among  other  tribes,  fron^ 
'^'  the  very  beginning  hiring  themfelves  out  to  aflift  their 

brethren  in  the  conqufeft  of  their  lots,  for  the  fake  of 
having  fomc  fhare  of  the  conquefl;.  Qthers  difperfed 
themfelves  among  every  tribe^  where,  it  feems,  they 
ferved  as  fcribes,  notaries,  and  fchoolmafters  \  fo  truly 
was  their  father  Jacob's  curfe  verified  on  them,  as  well  as 
on  the  the  tribe  of  Levi  (C),  on  account  of  their  bloody 
mafl!acre  of  the  Shechemites  :  "  Curfed  be  their  anger, 
for  it  was  fierce  ;  and  their  reyeiigc,  for  it  was  inhuman : 
I  will  difp^rfe  them  in  Jacob,  and  fcatter  th^m  ^n  Ifrael  *.** 

«  Gen.  xlix.  5,  &  feq. 


/a/. 


•  (C)  As  the  Simeonites  were 
forced  to  difperfe  themfelves 
among  the  other  tribes,  for 
want  of  room  and  fuftenance, 
fo  werp  the  Lcvites,  they  be- 


ing debarred  from  having  any 
lot  or  inheritance  among  the 
reft,  and  obliged  to  live  on  the 
tythes  and  oflferiags  of  the 
other  tribes, 

Thcii^ 
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Their  towns  were  few,  and  none  of  them  very  confider-  Fitotrwns^ 
ble,  but  rather  anfwerable  to  the  thinnefs  and  poverty  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  chief  of  them  were  Ziklag  or  Sice- 
leg,  Hain  or  Aen,  Hormah,  Debir,  anciently  Kirjath- 
iepher,  Gerar,  alias  Gezarah,  Beeriheba,  Apthedon,  and 
Rninocolura  ^.  The  two  laft,  which  lay  near  the  fea- 
coaft,  were,  indeed,  the  moft  confiderable  ;  but,  it  is  a 
queftion,  whether  the  Simeonites  ever  got  poflefBon  of 
either,  if  they  were  then  in  being*  However  that  be, 
the  reader  may  fee  the  former  fcven  defcribed,  with  the 
reft)  in  the  following  note  (D).    As  for  thofe  of  Anthe- 

^  VideReland,  ubi  fupra,  p.  151. 

(D)  Ziklag,  by  the  Septua-  Abiinclcch,    famed    for  their 

gint  and  Vulgate  called  Sice-  juftice  and  generous  h®fpitality 

&gy  ziven  by  Achifh  to  king  to    Abraham    and    Jfaac ;     at 

David,    during  his   abode  a-  which  time  it  was  the  boundary 

mong  the  Philiftines.     It  is,  of  the  Canaanites,  fituate  on 

by    Eufebius,    placed  in  the  the  river  Bezor,  about  feven 

moflfouthern  frontier  of  the  miles  fouth-weft  of  Debir,  and 


land  of  Canaan.  Hain,  Ain, 
Aen,  was  given  by  Judah  to 
Simeon,  who  afiifled  him  in 
the  conqueft  of  his  lot.  There 
were  many  towns  of  that  name, 
it  iignifying  a  fountain ;  on 
which  account  they  were  dif- 


fix  eaft  of  Beerftieba.  This 
lail,  called  alfo  Berfabe,  and 
Barfheba,  had  its  name  from 
thef  weir  on  which  Abraham 
and  Ifaac  ratified  their  alliance, 
by  an  oath,  with  Abimelech 
above  'named.     The  city  was 


tinguifhed  by  the  addition  of    fituate    on  the    fouthernmofl: 
fome  other,  as  Ain-Sheme(h,     verge  of  all  Judsea,    as  Dan 


Ain-Ganntn,  &c.  £ufebius 
calls  this  we  are  fpeaking  of, 
Beth-Ain,  and  Beth-Anin, 
and  places  it  about  four  miles 
from  Hebron.  Hormah,  a 
royal  city,  fo  called  by  Jofhua, 
who  devoted  it  to  de{lru£tion. 
Deblr,  Dabir,   anciently  Kir- 


was  on  the  moft  northern; 
from  which  came  the  proverb, 
**  From  Dan  to  Beerftieba." 
At  prefent  it  is  a  poor  village, 
adjoining  to  a  large,  Tandy,  and 
barren  defert,  altogether  un- 
inhabited, except  towards  the 
fea-coaft,  on  which  ftand  the 


jath-Sepher,    or  the   City  of    two  famed  cities  of  Anthedon 
Books,    and  thence   fuppofed    and  Rhinocolura  above  men* 


an  univerfity,  was  inhabited 
by  9  gigantic  race  called  Ana- 
kiro,  from  Anak  their  pro- 
genitor. It  ftood  at  fomefmall 
diftance  from  Hebron,  and 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Judah,  who 
took  it,  and  put  its  monarch 
to  death.  Gerar,  or  Geza- 
rah,  the  royal  refidence  of  the 
Jungs  of  that  name,  furnamed 


tioned.  Beerftieba  was  given 
by  Joftiua  to  the  Simeonites, 
and  ftood  about  twenty  mileg 
fouth  of  Hebron,  and  feven 
weft  of  Gerar,  both  of  them 
about  three  days  journey  from 
Jerufalem.  Our  modern  maps 
now  place  them  about  thirty- 
three  miles  fouth-weft  of  that 
metropolis  (i). 


(1)  Judg.  Nam,  Jofli,  Jerom.  &  Eufebt  loCi  iiebr.  fab  voc. 


don 
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don  and  Rhinocolura,  they  will  come  in  order  after  the 
fix  Philiftine  cities,  which  lay  on  the  fame  coaft ;  fo  that 
we  have  now  finiihed  our  courfe  through  all  the 
twelve  tribes,  and  have  nothing  left  to  fpeak  of  but  the 
five  Philiftines  fatrapies,  and  the  two  towns  above  men- 
tioned, before  we  come  to  the  geography  of  thofe  na- 
tions that  inhabited  round  the  Ifraelitiih  provinces* 

The  five  Philiftine  fatrapii$  defcribei. 

The  fi'ue  Thefe  were  fituated  along  the  Mediterranean  coaft,  bc- 

Philifi'tne  tween  that  and  the  tribes  of  Simeon,  Dan,  and  part  of 
Jatrapies*  Benjamin,  extending  from  the  fea-port  of  Jamnia  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Bezor.  How  far  their  territories  ex- 
tended inland  it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs^  but  upon  the 
whole,  they  were  confined  within  very  narrow  limits; 
for,  though  they  have  been  able  to  raife  very  confider- 
able  armies  againft  the  Ifraelites,  the  far  greater  part  of 
them  feem  to  have  confifted  of  auxiliaries  from  Edom 
orldumsea.  Their  names,  as  they  lay  from  north- to 
fouth,  were  thefe : 

I.  Gath;  2.  Accaron,  or  Ecron;  3.  Afhdod,  or 
Azotus ;  4.  Afcalon  ;^  and,  5.  Gaza>  with  its  fea-port, 
called  Portus  Gazae,  and  Majuma :  of  all  thefe  we  can 
only  fay,  in  general,  that  they  appear  to  have  been 
ftrong,  rich,  and  populous. 
Cath  ^'  Gath,  or  Geth,  the  birth-place  of  the  famed  Goliathj 

was  firft  conquered  by  David,  fortified  by  his  grandfon 
Rehoboam,  and  retaken  by  Uzziah  and  Hezekiah.  It 
ftood  about  five  or  fix  miles  fouth  of  Jamnia,  about  four- 
teen fouth  of  Joppa,  and  thirty-two  weft  of  Jerufalem, 
under  the  35th  degree  of  eaft  longitude,  and  31  deg. 
56  min.  of  north  latitude.  It  recovered  its  liberty  and 
luftre  in  the  time  of  the  prophets  Amos  and  Micah,  but 
was  afterwards  demoliftied  by  Hazael  king  of  Syria  \  after 
that  period  it  remained  of  little  confideration,  till  th^ 
tinie  of  the  holy  war,  when  Fulk,  king  of  Jerufalemj 
built  a  caftle  on  its  ruins '. 
Bkron^  2.  Ekron,  or  Accaron,  fituate  about  ten  miles  fouth  of 

Gath,  fell,  at  firft,  to  the  lot  of  Judah  ;  was  given  to  the 
tribe  of  Dan,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  very  ftrong  con- 
fiderable  city.  According  to  our  lateft  maps,  it  ftood  in 
31  deg.  55  TOin.  north  latitude,  and  34  deg.  57  min.  eaft 
longitude,  about  thirty-four  miles  weft  from  Jerufalem* 

r  See  the  Holy  War,  and  Maundrell. 

3.  Azothy 
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3,  Azoth,  Afhdod,  or  Azotus,  fituated  about  fourteen  Az9th. 
or  fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Ekron,  between  that  and  Afca- 

lon,  was  a  celebrated  fea-port  on  the  Mediterranean.  It 
fell  at  firil  to  the  lot  of  Judah,  but  continued  a  confider* 
able  time  in  the  hands  of  its  ancient  owners  :  it  was  in 
this  city  that  the  idol  Dagon  fell  in  pieces  before  the  arlu 
So  ftrong  a  place  it  was,  if  we  may  believe  Herodotus, 
that  it  fuftaincd  a  fiegc  of  twenty-nine  years,  the  longeft 
that  ever  was  heard  of,  under  Pfammetichus,  the  power-* 
ful  king  of  Egypt. 

4.  Afcalon,  another  maritime  town,  and  fatfapy,  about  Afcdkn^ 
eight  or  nine  miles  fouth  of  Aihdod,  lying  between  it  and. 
Gaza,  was  efteemed  the  ftrongeft  of  all  on  the  Philiftine 

coaft  \  neverthelefs,  the  tribe  of  Judah,  to  whofe  lot 
it  fell,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it  foon  after  the  death 
of  Joihua.  Jofephus  places  it  about  three  hundred  and 
twenty  furlongs  weft  of  Jerufalem.  It  is  dill  jin  being, 
though  dwindled  into  a  village.  Origen  mentions,  in  his 
time,  fome  famed  wells  near  it,  faid  to  have  been  dug  by 
Abraham '  \  fome  profane  authors  fpeak  of  a  fmall  lake 
full  of  fifhes,  confecrated  to  the  goddefs  Defceto ' ;  on  ^^^^  ^- 
which  account  the  Afcalonians  forbore  to  eat  them,  as  j^gfcgto^ 
they  alfo  abftained  from  pigeons,  becaufe  fuppofed  to  be 
under  her  prote£lion.  This  city  was  made  an  epjfcopal 
fee  from  the  earlieft  ages  of  Chriftianity,  and,  during  the 
holy  war,  had  been  adorned  with  many  ftately  edifices ; 
all  which  have  been  fince  ruined  by  the  Saracens  and  « 
Turks.  It  was  the  native  place  of  Herod  the  Great,  who 
was  thence  furnamed  Afcalonites.  It  ftands  in  31*  16^ 
north  latitude,  and  34^  10^  eaft  longitude. 

The  laft  fatrapy  was  Gaza,  about  fifteen  miles  fouth  Qaxom 
of  Afcalon,  four  or  five  north  of  the  river  Bezor,  and  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Mediterranean.  It  was  fituate 
on  an  eminence,  furrounded  with  the  moft  beautiful  and 
fertile  valleys,  watered  by  the  above  mentioned  river, 
and  a  number  of  other  fprings,  and,  at  a  farther  diftance, 
encompafied,  on  the  inland  fide,  with  hills  highly  cul- 
tivated. The  city  itfelf  was  ftrong,  both  from  its  fitua- 
tion,  and  in  confequence  of  the  ftrong  walls  and  ftately 
towers  that  furrounded  it,  built  after  the  Philiftine  man^ 
ner.  It  was,  however,  taken  by  Caleb,  then  chief  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah ;  but  foon  after  regained  by  the  ancient 
inhabitants,  and  held  by  them*  tiH  Samfon  carried  off  the 
gates  of  it  in  the  night.     It  often  fliifted  mafters,  and 

*  Eufeb.  Onomaft.        t  piod.  Sicul,  lib,  1.    Lucian,  de  Dea  Syr. 
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pafled  from  the  Jews  to  the  Chaldseans,  Perfians^  and 
Egyptians^  till  it  was  facked  by  Alexander  the  Great.  It 
was  a  fecond  time  deftroyed  by  the  Maccabees,  and  we 
hear  no  more  of  it  till  St.  Luke  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  gained 
place  (H).  Some  geographers  make  it  a  fea-port,  mif- 
taking  it  for  New  Gaza,  or  Majuma;  others  place  it 
fome  miles  from  the  fea.  Arrian  fays  it  ftood  only 
twenty  furlongs,  or  two  miles  and  a  half,  from  the 
fea,  and  not  twenty  miles,  as  Calmet  hath  written  by 
miftake. 

It  (lands  between  two  and  three  miles  from  the  iea, 
and  exhibits  many  noble  monuments  of  antiquity^  iiich 
as  rows  of  (lately  marble  columns,  with  all  their  oma^ 
ments ;  and  a  great  number  of  fepulchres,  each  tomb  con- 
fiding of  one  entire  (lone,  finely  wrought.  Near  the 
city  ftands  a  round  cadle,  flanked  with  four  fquare  towers, 
in  good  repair.  Over-againft  it  is  the  feraglio,  where  the 
baflia's  wives  and  their  attendants  are  kept ;  and  a  little 
above  it  are  the  remains  of  an  old  Roman  caftle,  the  ma- 
terials of  which  are  dill  fo  firm,  that  the  hammer  can 
make  no  impreflion  on  them.  The  Greeks  have  here 
a  handfome  church,  the  roof  of  which  is  large  and  boldy 
'  fupported  by  two  rows  of  dately  marble  pillars  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  That  of  the  Armenians  is  little  in- 
ferior to  it,  where  they  (hew  tiie  fpot  where  dood  the 
ancient  temple  which  Samfon  pulled  down,  and  which 
is  now  reduced  to  a  heap  of  rubbi(h.  The  cadle  is  the 
refidence  of  the  fangiac,  or  governor,  who  hath  about 
three  hundred  towns  or  villages  under  his  jurifdiftion  K 
The  territory  about  it  is  dill  pleafant  and  delightful ;  but 
beyond  it,  quite  to  the  river  of  Egypt,  the  ground  is  more 
barren,  inhabited  by  wild  Arabs,  who  are  under  no  regu- 
iar  government  ^. 
MaJumOf  Majuma,  or  New  Gaza,  was  the  ancient  fea-*port  to  the 
•?*^1^  former,  and  a  place  of  fome  note  on  that  account ;  but 
much  more  fo  in  the  reign  of  Condantine  the  Great,  wha 
gave  it  the  name  of  Condantia,  from  bis  fon  Condantius, 
and  endowed  it  with  many  (ingular  privileges,  of  which  it 
was  afterwards  drip|Sed  by  Julian  the  apoilate.  Majuma 
dood  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Bezor,  about  ten  miles 
fouth  of  Afcalon,  and  as  many  north-wed  of  Anthedop^ 

P  Thevenot.  q  Pococke. 

(H)  We  arc  indeed  told  by  with  the  Maccabees;  and  if 
Jol'ephus,  that  it  was  rebuilt  fo,  it  mud  have  been  deflroyed 
by  Gabinius,  during  his  wars    agaim 

in 


Gaxa, 
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in  31*  41'  north,  latitude,  and  34®  50'  eaft  longitude.  It 
has  ftill  fome  curious  antiquities  remaining,  but  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fay  whether  they  belonged  originally  to  New  or 
Old  Gaza  ^. 

South  of  Majuma  ftoo4  the  two  maritime  cities  lately 
mentioned  of  Anthedon  and  Rhinocolura.  The  former 
was  a  imall  fea-port  on  thj&  Mediterranean,  but  deftroyed 
by  Alexander  Junneus,  one  of  tbe  Maccabitifh  nK>narch8y 
and.fince  rebuilt  by  Herod,  and  called  by  him  Agrippius, 
in  honour'  of  his  ftedfafl  friend  Agrippa,  the  favourite  of 
Auguftus '.  It  ftood  between  Gaza  on  the  north,  and 
Rhinocolura  on  the  fouth,  about  fifteen  miles  from  the 
former,  and  twenty  from  the  latter  *. 

Rhinocolura,  or,  as  others,  though  improperly,  write  RkinHolw^ 
it,  Rhinocorura,  was  the  laft  city  of  this  coaft,  feated  on  ra. 
the  northern  fide  of  the  river  of  Egypt,  which,  parted  that 
kingdom  from  flie  tribe  of  Simeon  (K).  It  was  likewife 
indifferently  placed,  by  ancient  writers,  in  Paleftine, 
Syria,  and  even  in  Egypt,  having,  at  different  times,  be- 
longed to  all  thefe  countries  ^  \  but  what  name  it  was 
called  by  whilft  under,  the  Jews,  or,  indeed,  till  the  fabu- 
lous Greeks  gave  it  the  above  mentipned  appellation,  is  no 
where  to  be  found.  It  very  early  became  a  biihoprick 
under  the  metropolitan  of  Pelufium  in  Egypt,  and,  fince, 
a  ftrong  fortrefs  during  the  holy  war,  though  it  changed, 
its  name  into  that  of  rharamica,  and  was  of  fingular  ufe 
to  prevent  the  Turkifh  auxiliaries  from  coming  out  of 
Egypt  into  Palefline.  It  is  now  an  inconfiderable  place,, 
and  the  territory  ab«ut  it  a  mere  wildernefs  (L). 

It 

4  See  la  La  Martiniere,  Tub  Gaza.  rjofeph.  Ahti(|Jib.  xiii. 
cap.  SI.  •Reiandy  iib.ii.  p.439.  460,  Cellar,  lib. iii.  cap.  13* 
<  Vide  Hieron.  in  Ifai.  xix.  &  xxvii. 


(K)  The  Greek  word  pro- 
perly fignifies  Jlit  nofirih\ 
and  the  accoant  that  is  given, 
both  of  the  city  and  name,  is 
as  follows :  a  numerous  gang 
(^banditti,  who  had  for  a  long 
time  infefled  the  Perfian  do- 
minions, were  at  length  caught, 
a&d  fent,  with  their  noftrils 
flic,  into  this  defert  place  by 
one  of  its  monarcbs  (fuppofed 
Cambyfes),  where  they  built 


this  city,  which  was,  from 
them,  Aigmatized  with  that 
name(i). 

(L)  It  will  not  be  amifs  to 
mention  here  two  cities  more, 
placed,  by  geographers,  along 
this  coaft,  and,  by>  fome,  be- 
tween Gaza  and  Rhinocolura; 
but,  by  others,  between  thii 
and  Egypt,  viz,  Laris,  or  La- 
riifa,  and  Rhapliia.  The 
former,    if  we   may    believe 


(i)Strabo,lib.^vi. 


Thcvcnot 


iia 


Litndftf 
Edom^  or 


The  Hifiory  of  the  Jews 

It  now  remains  that  we  fpeak  of  thofe  few  nations 
which  were  feated  round  about  Paleftine  ;  moft  of  them 
the  feed  or  kindred  of  Abraham,  at  perpetual  war  with 
the  Jews ;  fuch  as  were  the  tthmaelites,  Moabites,  Am- 
monites, Edomites,  Amalekites,  &c.  whofe  hiftory  we 
have  given  in  fome  of  the  foregoing  chapters.  In  de- 
fcribing  their  feveral  countries,  we  (hall  not  rank  them 
according  to  their  dignity,  with  refpeft  to  elderfhip  or 
eminence,  but  take  them,  as  in  courfe  they  lie  in  our 
way  round  thofe  of  the  Ifraelites,  beginning  with  Idumea, 
as  the  neareft  to  Judah,  Simeon^  and  the  Philiftines. 

Edom^  or  Idumaa. 

This  country  lay  fouth  of  Paleftine,  and  was  part  of 
Arabia  Petraea,  having  Judaea  bn  the  north  ;  Egypt,  and 
a  branch  of  the  Red  Sea,  on  the  weft ;  the  reft  of  Arabia 
Petraea  on  the  fouth  \  and  the  defert  of  Arabia  on  the  eaft, 
It  lay  moftly- under  the  30th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
34th  of  eaft  longitude.  As  to  its  extent,  it  hath  fo  often 
changed,  that  there  is  no  ftating  it,  without  having  re- 
gard to  the  various  periods  of  time  through  which  it  paff- 
ed.  At  firft,  Efau,  or  Edom,  from  whom  it  received  its 
name,  and  his  defcendents,  fettled  along  the  mountains  of 
Seir  on  the  eaft,  and  fouth  of  the  Dead  Sea,  from  whence 
they  fpread  tbemfelvcs  by  degrees,  through  the  weft  part 
of  Arabia  Petraea,  from  that  fea  quite  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, In  the  time  of  Mofes,  Jofliua,  and  even  of  the 
Jewifli  kings,  they  were  hemmed  in  by  the  Dead  Sea  on 
one  fide,  and  the  Elanitic  Gulph  on  the  other  \  but, 
during  the  Jewifli  captivity  at  Babylon,  they  advanced  far- 
ther north  into  Judaea,  and  fpread  them&lves  ad  far  as 
Hebron  in  the  tribe  of  Judah ;  fo  that  Strabo,  and,  after 
him,  many  modern  geographers,  have  rightly  enough  di- 
vided it  into  Eaftern  and  Southern  Idumaea,  with  regard 
to  its  fituation  from  Paleftine  \  the  capital  of  the  former 
of  which  was  called  Bozrah,  and  that  of  the  latter  Pe- 


Thevenot  and  Baudrand^  was  a 
city  of  Idumaa,  fo  called  from 
the  ^roount  of  thdt  name,  and 
the  fame  with  the  modern 
mount  Cafius,  fituate  about 
twelve  leagues  fouth  from  Ga- 
za, '  Off  rhis  place  Pompey.  re- 
ceived his  death 9.  and  his  fe- 
pulchre  in  it ;  the  former  by 


the  command  of .  the  treacher- 
ous king  of  Egypt,  and  the 
latter  from  a  generous  private- 
foldier.  Here  the  emperor 
Adrian  afterwards  eredted  a 
ftately  monument  in  memory 
of  that  brave  and  unfortunate 
general.  . 

traeaj 
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traesi)  or  Jedael.    Jofq)hus,  with*regard  to  its  different 
extent  at  different  periods,  diftinguifhes  it,  when  at  the 
largefty  by  the  epithet  of  Great,  in  oppofition  to  its  more 
narrow  boundaries ;   and  even  places  Hebron  among  the  How  dn 
Idumsean  cities.     He  feems  likewife  to  make  a  kind  of  <vtif^« 
diflin£lion  between  that  which  he  calls  the  Lower,  and 
Upper  Idumsea  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  the  country  is  re- 
prefented  as  hot,  dry»  mountainous,  and,  in  fome  parts>  Bamm 
barren  y  the  mountains  exhibiting  dreadful  rocks  and  ca«  fi^ 
i^rns,  like  the  fouthem  part  of  Judah,  which  is  called  a 
defert,  full  of  fuch  rocky  receffes  and  caverns,  which  be-; 
came  the  lurking-places  of  thieves. and  banditti.^ 

In  the  hiftory  of  this  country  we  have  given  an  account 
of  tbe  various  changes  it  hath  undergone,  as  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  coUedl  from  thofe  authors  that  have 
written  of  it ;  but  for  many  ages  paft,  little  has  been  faid 
of  it  by  geographers  and  travellers,  except  that  it  lies 
moftly  wafte  and  uncultivated.     It  is  inhabited  by  wild 
Arabs,  with  whom  Europeans  have  little  or  no  intercourfe. 
The  country  is  now  in  pofieiEon  of  the  Turks,  though  it  Pn/ent  ^- 
doth  not  appear,  that  they  keep  any  garrifons  in  it,  ex-  vernment* 
cept   on  the  fea«<oaft,    for  fecuring  the   road  between        • 
Egypt   and  Paleftine.      Among  thofe  caftles  mentioned 
by  travellers  is  Larrfia,  to  which  we  ihall  only  add  that  of 
Salha,  near  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  the  refidence  of  the 
bafhaof  this  province*  (B). 

The  ancient  cities  belonging  to  Idumaea,  mentioned  in  Ancient 
Scripture,  were  Dinhabah,  the  feat  of  Bela,  the  fon  o£  Me*. 
Beor^  one  of  the  chief  defcendents  of  Efau,  or  Edbrn, 
and  prince  of  that  territory  ^  Bozrah,  Bezer,  Befora, 
and  Boftra,  the  capital  of  the  Eaftern  Idum^a,  and  royal; 
refidence  of  Joba^  the  fon  of  Zerah,  duke  of  £dom  ;  this 
city  is  commonly  mentioned  as  fituate  in  a  wildemefs,  be<« 
came  it  ftood  on  the  confines  of  Arabia  Deferta.     It  was. 


k  Tbevenot,  Ricaut^  &  aliis. 

(B)  Other  places  where  the 
Turks  keep  foldiers,  are  Tina, 
a  town  on  the  fea-(hore ;  and 
Catio,  a  caftle  with  a  garri- 
fon ;  where  a  capher,  or  toll, 
is  exacted  fi-om  all  merchants 
and  pafTengers.  This  laft  is 
fituate  in  a  defert,  the  garri- 
fon  being  forced  to  fend  quite 
to  the  former  fiur  water^  and 


i  Genef.  xxxvi.  31.^ 

other'provifions.  Tor,  a  finalt 
fea-port  and  caftle  ni^ar  the 
ftreighta  of  Suez„  where  an 
aga  commands  the  gajrifonu 
Near  this  place  is  a  fiir  fpa- 
cious  convent  of  Greek  monks, 
who  give  an  hofpitable  recep- 
tion, to  all  travellers.  Theve«- 
not,  &  ah 
•'    - 

neverthelefs^ 
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ncvcrthelefs,  a  confiderable  place ;  having  been  made  a 
Levitical  city  by  Joihua,  and  a  city  of  refuge  5  it  is  like- 
wife  celebrated  by  ancient  writers  and  medals ;  and  fc- 
veral  of  its  bifhops,  affifted  at  fome  of  the  ancient  eoun- 
cils.  It  (lands  four  days  journey  diftant  from  Damafcus, 
hath  a  very  ftrong  cadle,  a  gate  twenty  cubits  high,  and 
one  of  the  largeft  bafons,  or  refervoirs,  in  all  the  Levant. 
Fau,  or  Phau,  is  mentioned,  alfo,  as  another  royal  city, 
the  refidence  of  Adar,  the  laft  Edomitifh  king  mentioned 
by  Mofes.  Aneth,  or  Anah,  the  royal  city  of  Hadad  % 
and  fome  others  not  worth  naming.  Befides  theie,  we 
find  Caparofa  and  Gamaris  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  as  ci- 
ties of  Idumaea  \  but  of  thefe  nothing  farther  is  known* 

The  Land  of  Amalek. 

The  land  of      ^This  nation,  whofe  origin  and  hiftory  wc  hav6  given  iil 

AmaUk*       a  former  chapter,  was  feated  in  that  part  of  Arabia  Pe- 

traea  which  lay  eaft  of  the  Edomites ;  having  Midian  or 

Madian  on  the  north,  with  part  of  that  of  the  lihmael- 

ites ;  Arabia  Petrsea  on  the  fouth  ;  the  Deferta  on  the 

eafl ;  and  reaching  almolt  as  far  north  as  the  Dead,  and 

•        fouthward  as  the  Red  Sea.     But  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed, 

that  the  inhabitants  had  any  conftant  dwelling,  being 

moftly  of  the  wandering  kind,  and  living  in  booths  and 

tents,  like  the  Arabs,  or  "even  in  cavems»  either  in  the 

Jfo  cities^      rocks,  or  under-ground ;  infomuch  that  we  do  not  find 

one  (ingle  city  they  had,  except  that  which  Saul  is  faid 

to  have  be(ieged,  and  which  the  text  doth  not  fo  much 

as  name.     As  they  were  divided  into  tribes^  or  hords,  it 

is  likely,  that  thefe  places  were  no  more  than  hamlets,  of 

more  or  lefs  extent ;    and  that  the  country  being  wide 

Wandering   enough,  they  (hifted  their  abode  from  one  canton  to  an- 

^ff•  other,  as  their  convenience  or  fancy  led  them.    It  were 

therefore  in  vain  to  attempt  the  fetting  any  limits  to  them, 

who,  befides  the  vaft  trao:  of  ground  they  had  to  range 

in,  might,  moreover,  live  intermixed,  on  their  out^ikirts, 

with  their  neighbours  on  each  fide  j  accordingly,  we  find 

them,  in  the  times  of  the  judges,  joined  with  the  Midian- 

ites  and  Moabites  againft  Ifrael' ;  who  were  delivered  from 

the  former  by  Ehud,   and  from  the  latter  by  Gideon  •. 

Mr.  Reland  feems  to  place  them  between  the  deferts  of 

Cadeih  and  Engadi^  though  fomewhat  nearer  to  the  Me« 

No  proper     diterranean.     But  the  truth  is,  their  fituation  and  neigh- 

ifmitu         bours  are  fo  differently  alSgned  in  different  places  of 

'  Judgt  lilt  X3«  vi«  3«  •  Ibid«  %%,  &  fcq*  viit  pailim. 

Scripture^ 
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Bcnpture^  that  they  cannot  be  afceitained.  Jofephus  af- 
firms they  extended  from  Pelufium  to  the  Red  Sea ';  and, 
in  another  place^  fixes  them  between  Gebolitis  and  Pe- 
tra '  (C). 

The  Land  of  Mldiariy  or  Mldianitts. 

The  Midianitcs,  the  dependents  of  Abraham  by  Ketu-  7%^  land  of 
rah,  were  feated  on  the  north'  of  the  Amalekites ;  having  Midian, 
the  Dead  Sea  on  the  weft,  the  Khmaeiites  on  the  eaft, 
and  the  Moabites  and  Reubenites  on  the  north ;  the  river 
Amon  parting  them  from  this  laft  tribe".     Their  country 
was  hot,  fandy,    and,   in  many  parts,  .quite  defert  ;  yet^ 
abounded  with  cattle,  particularly  with  camels*;  a  very 
ufeful  beaft  of  burden  for  their  caravans,  with  which  they 
ufed  to  trade  into  Egypt,  fo  early  as  the  time  of  the  pa- 
trJacch  Jacob.     Their  country,  we  find,  likewife,  divided  DitAded 
ifito  a  kind  of  pentarchy  in  the  time  of  the  Exodus;  fo  into  five 
that  the  Ifraelites,  in  the  war  which   they  waged  with  ^^H^oms. 
them,  are  faid  to  have  flain  the  five  kings  of  it;  namely, 
ofEvi,  Rekem,  Zur,  Hur,  andReba;  whofe  capitals  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  fituate  near  the  Dead  Sea.     But 
.they  had,  befides,  a  famed  metropolis  of  their  progeni- 
tor's name^  often  mentioned  in  the  prophetic  books,  and 
other  authors ;  particularly  in  Jofephus,  who  places  one 
of  that  appellation  near  the  Red  Sea ;  not  far  from  the 
fpot  where  Ptolemy  places  that  of  Madiana  (D).     To  thefe   cities. 
i:ities   already  named  we  may  add  thofe  of  Dibon-Gad, 
which,  Eufebius  fays,  was  a  Jarge  town  on  the  river  Ar- 
«ion^    and  Almon-Diblathaim,  which  could  not  be  far 

<  Antiq.  lib.  vi,  cap.  8.  t  Ibid.  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.  u  Re- 

land,  lib.  i.  p.  98,  &  ieq.  ^  Jerom.  Comm.  in  Ifa,  Ix.  &  in 

£zek.  XXV.     Eufeb.    Onomaft.  in  Madian. 

(C)  Petra  was  the  capital  of  tal  of  a  different  canton  of  the 
Arabia  Petriea,  about  one  land  of  Midian ;  viz.  that  to 
hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  which  Mofes  retired  from  the 
eaft  of  Gaza,  and  four  days  refentment  of  the  king  of  E- 
Journey  to  thefouthwardof  Je-  gypt,  and  which  was  different 
richo ;  fifty  miles  eaftvvard  of  enough  from  the  other.  The 
Kadeih,  near  the  confines  of  former  lay  eaft  of  the  Dead, 
^he  Moabites  and  Midianites.  and  this  near  the    north-eaft 

(D)  This  laft  feems,  how-  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea  ;  the  ca- 
over,  to  be  very  different  from  pital  of  the  one  was  fituate  on 
the  former,  which  we  call  the  the  river  Arnon,  the  fartheft 
capital  of  the  Midianites,  boundary  north ;  and  that  of 
though,  probably,  built  and  the  latter  on  the  eaft  of  the 
named  by  them,  and  the  capi«  Red  Sea. 

Vol.  II.  I  from 


II 


Moabitis, 
or  land  of 
Moah. 


Cities, 
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from  It,  bccaufe  it  was  the  next  encampment  of  the  rfra** 
elites  from  Dibon-Gad ;  the  city  of  Beeroth,  fo  called, 
probably,  from  its  many  wells,  and  fohie  others,  which 
are  commonly  placed  by  geographers  within  the  Midian- 
itifti  territories.  No  doubt  but  they  had  a  great  many 
fuch,  as  well  as  caftles,  even  m  thofe  earlier  times,  as 
we  may  guefs  by  the  bavock  which  the  Ifraelites  made  of 
them  in  the  waf  above  mentioned  *.  As  to  the  city  of 
Midian,  it  is  fnore  than  probable,  that  they  rebuilt  it  in 
time,  fince  Enfebius  and  St.  Jerom,  who  place  it  on  the 
river  Arnon,  eaftward  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  fouth  of  Ar, 
or  Areopoiis,  tell  us,  there  were  ftill  fome  remains  to  be 
feeri  df  It  in  their  time. 

The  Land  of  Maab  ar  Moabitis^ 

So  called  from  Moab,  one  of  the  inceftuous  fons  of 
Lot,  was  fituate,  likewife,  in  Arabia  Petraea,  on  the  north 
of  Midian  ;  having  the  river  Arnon  on  the  weft,  which 
divided  it  all  the  way  from  tribe  of  Reuben  (E) ;  the  Ifli- 
maelifes  on  the  eaft  -,  and  the  land  of  Gilead  on  the  north. 
Their  country  was  at  firft  inhabited  by  the  gigantic  Emims, 
whom  they  expelled  in  time,  and  mad^  themfelves  maC* 
ters  of  it,  and  of  all  the  cities,  which  were  in  great  num- 
ber, and  fome  of  them  very  conftderable.  Jofephus  hath 
given  us  an  account  of  fome  of  the  moft  noted  and  opu- 
lent; among  which  he  hath  mentioned  feversil,  which, 
being  on  the  other  fide  the  river  Arnon,  could  not  pro- 
perly be  faid  fo  be  in  Moabitis,  but  rather  in  the  land  of 
the  Amorites,  or  Reubenites  ;  particularly  Heihbon  ;  but 
might  have  been  probably,  inhabited  by  the  Moabites. 
The  reft  were,  Medaba,  Lemba,  Oroiias,  Thelitho,  Zara, 
with  Aulon,  Pella,  and  fome  others ;  all  which  were  af- 
terwards poflefled  by  the  Jews,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander 
Janneus.  The  truth  is,  thefe  limits  were  then  in  a  Con- 
ftant  flu£luation ;  and  accordingly  we  read  of  the  plains 
of  Moab,  which  are  alfo  called  by  Mofes  the  land  of 
Moab,  but  which  had  been  taken  by  Sihon,  quite  as  far 
as  the  river  above  mentioned.  The  very  Mount  Nebo  is 
by  Mofes  placed  in  the  land  of  Moab,  though  feated  on  the 
other  fide  the  Arnon^  and,  confequently,  in  the  kingdom 

*  Numb.  xxxi.  lo,  &  feq. 

(E)  Jofephus,  who  rightly  through  this  whole  region,  in- 
deicribes  the  courfe  of  that  tothe  lake  Afphaltites,or  Dead 
river  from  the  mountains  of  Sea,  fays,  it  divided  the  A- 
Ar^bia,  where  it  hath  it$  fourcQ    morite^  from  the  Moabites. 

of 
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of  Sihon.  From  all  which  confiderations  It  is  plain,  that 
thefe  petty  monarchs  often  infringed  on  each  other's  ter- 
ritories. However,  that  river  feems  to  have  been  the 
moil  common,  as  well  as  moft  proper,  northern  boundary 
between  thofe  two  kingdoms^  as  this  of  Moab  feems  to 
have  been  the  fouthem  boundary  between  Arabia  Petraea 
and  Deferta.  Befides  the  cities  we  have  already  mention- 
ed out  of  Jofephus,  we  find  the  following  mentioned  in 
Jeremiah,  as  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Moab ;  viz. 
Nebo,  Kirjathaim,  Mifgab,  whence  they  expelled  the 
Emims ;  Heihbon,  Madman,  Horonaim,  Luhith,  Dibon, 
Chemoih,  Aroer,  Helon,  Jahzah,  Mephaath,  Beth-Dib- 
lathaim,  Beth-Gamul,  Beth-Meon,  Kerioth,  Bozrah,  Kir* 
herelb,  Jaazer,  Shibmah,  Eleale,  Zoar,  and  Me-Nimrim. 

The  Land  of  the  Jmmonites^ 

Thefe,  being  likcwife  the  defcendents  of  Lot,  by  his  Lamfofthe 
youngeft  daughter*,  werefeated  in  Arabia  Deferta,  north-  -^*w»^»^^^'* 
caft  of  the  Moabites ;  having  ftill  the  fame  river  Arnon 
on  the  weft,  which  divided  them  from  the  land  of  Gi- 
lead,  and  the  tribe  of  Gad.  They  had  on  the  fouth  the 
Ifhmaelites,  on  the  eaft  the  deferts  of  Arabia,  aild  on  the 
north  the  hills  of  Gilead  and  Bafhan^.  This  land  had 
been  formerly  inhabited  by  a  gigantic  nation,  ftyled,  by 
Mofes,  Zamzummim,  who  fell  a  prey  to  the  Ammonites, 
together  with  their  country,  and  populous  cities ;  parti- 
cularly the  famous  Kabbah  of  the  fons  of  Ammon,  Ral> 
batammaila,  or,  fimply,  Ammana,  and  (ince  PhiladeU 
phia  ;  in  which  was  fecn  the  monftrous  iron  bed  of  Og, 
the  king  of  Bafhan.  According  to  the  facred  hiftorians, 
their  territories  feem  anciently  to  have  been  confined  by 
the  rivers  Arnon  and  Jabbok;  but  their  frequent  con- 
quefts  on  their  neighbours^  occafioned  their  boundaries  to 
be  in  a  conftant  jBu^uation  S 

The  Land  of  the  IJhmaeliteu 

Thefe  were  the  defcendents  of  Ifhmael,  the  fon  of  Landoftke 
Abraham  by  Hagar,  his  Egyptian  bond-maid  5  feated  in  ifimaelUes* 
Arabia  Deferta,  eaftward  of  the  Midianites  and  Moabites ; 
bounded  on  the  nofth  by  the  Ammonites ;  but  how  far 
they  extended  fouthward  and  eaftward,  efpecialjy  in  thof<$ 
early  times,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs.  Mofes  only  tells  us, 
that  in  his  time  they  fpread  themfelves  **  from  Havilah 
unto  Shur,   that  is  oefore  Egypt,  as  thou  goeft  into  Af- 

*  Genef.  xix*         t>  Reland,  lib.  i.  p.  113.         «  Ibid,  p.  ]04* 

I  2  fyria.** 
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fyria*.^  From  which  defcription  we  may  giiefs  how  fir 
they  extended  ; .  fitice  Havilah,  according  to  the  genera- 
lity of  writers,  was  fituate  near  the  confluence  of  the  Ti- 
gris and  Euphrates,  and  Shur  on  the  ifthmus  which  di- 
vides Arabia  from  Egypt^now  called  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez  *. 
From  thence,  w6  doubt  not  but  they  fpread  themfelves-  ^ 
on  thofe  two  fides  fo  far,  as  to  have  poflclTcd  the  greatelt . 
part  of  Arabia  ;  whence  Jofephus  makes  no  fcruple  to  ftyle 
their  progenitor  the  founder  of  the  Arabian  nation  ^.  For 
fchis  reafon  we  ihall  fay  no  more  of  them  here,  but  refer 
all  the  reft  till  we  come  to  fpeak  of  that  large  country* 
And  we  have  only  feid  thus  much  of  their  ancient  fite,  as- 
we  find  them  to  have  joined  with  the  Moabites^  Amalek- 
ites,  &c,  in  their  wars  againft  the  Ifraelites  *.- 

We  have  now  traverfed  the  territories  of  the  (everal  an- 
cient nations  with  whom  the  Ifraelites  were  engaged  in 
war,  and  who  were  defcended  from  Abraham,  add  Lot :  as^ 
for  the  other  kingdoms,  fuch  as  Syria,  Egypt,  Phoenice,. 
&c.  their  geography  hath  been  already  given  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  hiftory,  to  which  we  have  nothifig  farther 
to  add.  There  are  fome  others  mentioned  in  Scripture  %, 
fiich  as  Sobah,  Zobah^  or  Aram-Zobab-,  of  Cufhan-Rifiia- 
thaim,  ftyled  king  of  Aram,  or  Mefopotamia,  &c.  of 
whofe  fituation  we  have  fo  little  certainty,  that  we  {halt 
willingly  omit  faying  any  thing  farther,  than  that  the 
former  was,  moft  probably,  one  of  the  cities  that  gave 
name  to  one  of  the  cantons  of  Syria ;  but  as  it  either 
changed  its  name  afterwards,  or  was  deftroyed,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  guefs  where  it  was  fitfuate  ;  though,  from  its  be- 
ing different  from  the  Aram  of  Damafcus,  Hamath,  and 
Rehob,  we  conjefture  it  to  have  been  fituated  on  the 
northern  borders  of  Coelefyria.  Our  modern  maps  place 
it  eaftward  of  the  half- tribe  of  Manafleh,  beyond  Jordan,, 
between  the  hills  of  Bafhan  on  the  fouth,.  and  the  Aram  o£ 
Damafcus  on  the  north. 

SEC   T.    11. 

^he  Religion,  Government^  Laws^  Cuftoms,  Learntng^y 
Art,  and  Commerce  of  the  Jews. 

T/  7  fh  TT  ^  ^  inftitution  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  common- 
fo^irnm'ent  wealth,  is  by  Mofes,   attributed  wholly  to  God  ;  for 

iMasatheo"  which  reafon,  Jofephus  makes  no  fcruple  to  diftinguifh 
^racy.  ^  q^^^  ^^^^^  jg^  a  Bochart,  &  al.  ^  Antiq.  lib.  j. 

cap.  13.       '  <^  Jadg.  vii.  &  viii.  pailin).    PfaLUxxiii.  6, 

»  Chron.  v.  lo*  191  20» 
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<he  latter  from  all  other  governments  in  the  world,  by  the 
name  of  Theocracy  %  or  a  gavernment  under  the  imme- 
diate command  and  direftion  of  God  :  and  indeed,  though 
this  theocracy  has  often  varied  under  Mofes,  Jo(hua,  the 
Judges,  Kings,  and  High-priells ;  and  the  divine  autho- 
rity differently  interpofed  during  thefe  revolutions,  yet 
God  was  ftiU  looked  upon  as  the  Supreme  Monarch  of 
the  Ifraelites.  He  was  confidered  as  the  fole  Dire<9:or  of 
-^very  momenttious  tranfaftion  j  and  the  Di£lato;'  of  the 
laws  which  Mofes  promulgated-  Joflivia,  though  not  ho- 
noured fo  far  as  to  receive  th^  divine  commands  from  the 
mouth  of  God,  yet  confulted  him  by»  the  Urim  upon  all 
■emergencies.  The  Judges  were  valiant  and  wife  men,  whom 
Go4  made  choice  of  to  govern  the  people,  and  to  deliver 
thei3i,  from  time  to  time,  from,  the  thraldom,  which  their 
frequent  rebellions  brought  upon  them.  Accordingly, 
when  Gideon  had  delivered  them  from  the  Midianites, 
and  the  people  offered  the  government  to  him,  and  his 
pofterity,  he  modeftly  replied,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
fons*»,  but  the  Lord  God,  fhould  rule  over  them.  When, 
in  prdcefs  of  time,  their  defire  for  a  king  was  grown  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  all  Samuel's  expoftulations  could  not 
divert  them  from  it,  though  he  told  them,  that,  by  fo  do- 
ing, they  rejefted  the  Lord  from  ruling  over  them  ;  God 
was  pleafed  to  nominate  Saul,  and  after  him,  David,  to 
the  regal  dignity,  and  to  make  it  hereditary  in  the  pof- 
terity of  the  latter. 

The  Jewifh  laws  contained  in  the  five  books  of  Mofes, 
which  they  call  by  way  of  excellency,  Ha-ihorah,  the  Ldw^ 
^re  blended  in  fuch  a  manner,  with  thofe  conveyed  by 
oral  tradition  (A),  that  the  whole  forms  a  kind  of  chaos 
cr  confufion,  Thofe  who  are  willing  to  be  further  fatif- 
fied  with  refpeft  to  this  fubjed,  may  fee  the  abridg- 
ment which  Munfter  has  ^iyen  of   them,    and  of  the 

Jewifh 
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a  Cont.  Apion.  lib.ii. 

(A)  To  the  written  law  the 
Jews  add  the  oral,  which,  they 
pretend,  was  alfo  given  by  God 
to  Mofes,  during  his  abode  on 
Mount  Sinai.  For  they  think 
it  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  he 
fpent  all  th^t  long  interval  of 
twice  forty  days  in  tranfcribing 
;the  virrittcn  law,  for  which  one 


^  Judg^  viii.  22,  %%• 

quarter  of  that  time  was  more 
than  fufficient.  They  affirm 
therefore,  that  he  employed 
the  greateft  part  of  that  time 
in  learning  the  oral  law  by 
heart,  which  he  afterwards 
carefully  delivered  by  word  of 
mouth  to  Aaron,,  Eleazar,  and 
to  his  fervant  Jofliua,  who 
I  3  com- 
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Jewifli  comments,  with  his  vcrfion  of  each,  as  he  has 
coll^£ied  them,  from  their  Talmud,  and  other  rabbinic 
works.  We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  they  acknowlege  no 
other  divifion  of  thefe  laws,  but  into  negative  and  affirma- 
tive, in  imitation  of  the  Decalogue,  which  not  only  bc-n 
gins  with  three  negative  laws,  but  contains,  in  all,  eight 
of  that  kind,  and  but  two  affirmative.  Accordingly,  they 
reckon  up  the  negative  laws  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty-five,  and  the  affirmative  to  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight ;  in  all  fix  hundred  and  thirteen :  and  as 
they  have  a  wonderful  (kill  in  extra£iing  fome  fignificant 
,  myftery  out  of  every  text  and  fubjeft,  th^y  have  not  failed 
to  apply  the  firft  number  to  the  days  of  the  year,  and  the 
fecond  to  the  number  of  parts  in  a  human  body ;  and  to 
affirm,  that  God  defigned  by  this  application,  that  not  a 
day  of  our  life  ought  to  pafs  without  meditating  upon  his 
law,  nor  any  member  of  our  bodies  be  enjoyed,  which  is 
nbt  confecrated  and  employed  in  his  fervice.  Thefe,  and 
fuch  other  reveries,  they  have  drawn  from  their  Cabbala, 
or  oral  tradition.  It  muft  be  owned,  however,  that  the 
fe£l:  called  Caraites,  always  rejefted  it,  and  adhered  wholly 
to  the  plain*meaning  of  the  text ;  but  thofe  were  few  in 
comparifon  of  the  reft,  and  mortally  hated  by  their  bre- 
thren. The  Caraites  are  all  very  rich,  and  as  they  are 
often  at  a  lofs  for  wives  among  themfelves,  they  would 
gladly  purchafe  them  at  any  rate,  from  the  Talmudifts  ; 
but  as  well  as  thefe  love  money,  they  never  could  yet  be 
perfuaded  to  give  one  of  their  daughters  to  any  Caraite, 
though  ever  fo  opulent  (B). 

W€ 


communicated  It  to  the  feventy 
elders ;  from  whom  it  paiTed 
to  all  the  prophets ;  the  three 
laft  of  whom,  Haggai,  Ze- 
cbariah,-and  Malachi,  deliver- 
ed it  to  the  grand  fanhedrim, 
from  whom  the  wife  men  of 
Jerufalem  and  Babylon  re- 
ceived it.  It  was  anerwards, 
fay  they,  committed  to  writing 
by  feveral  hands  in  the  Tal- 
mud, confiiling  of  two  parts, 
the  Mifhnah  and  Gemarrah; 


containing  a  heap  of  idle 
dreams,  tables,  contradi^^ons, 
obfcurities,  i  mprobabilities,  and 
all  manner  of  abfurdity  (i). 

(B)  Though  the  Jewifli 
Cabbala,  or  oral  traditiop,  is 
juftly  rejc(5ted  by  all  Chriflians, 
as  a  mafs  compofed  of  the  moft 
ridiculous  notion^ ;  yet  there 
is  another  Cabbala,  which  has 
been  received  by  fome  of  the 
ancient  fathers,  and  is  to  this 
day  Itrenuoufly   defended    by 


(i)  Vide  Packhuril,  Mazorab,  fe^.  de  Paraihahf 
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We  fliall  endeavour  to  range  the  main  body  of  their 
written  laws  under  fuch  diftindl  Heads  and  clafles,  as  fhall 
give  our  readers  a  clear  idea  of  them,  atridgiqg  fome, 
and  omitting  others,  that  are  either  of  fmall  confequence, 
or  not  fu0iciently  underftood. 

Loam  againjl  Idolatry^  and  for  the  pure  Worjhip  of  the  only 

true  God. 

Thou  fhalt  have  no  other  Gods  before,  or  befides  me  *.  ^^'^ 

Ye  fhall  not  prophane,  nor  take  in  vain,  but  hallow  ff^J'^r 
God's  holy  name  ^.  ^  '"^'^''^^ 

Ye  (hall  utterly  deftroy  all  the  idols,  altars,  groves,  and 
all  other  monuments  of  Canaanitifti  idohtry  *. 

Yc  (hall  not  tempt  the  Lord  your  God,  as  ye  did  in  the 
wildemefs  ^ 

Ye  (hall  niake  no  image  or  reprefentation  of  God, 
from  the  likenef$  jof  the  celeflial,  terreftrial,  or  aquatic 
bodies  <• 

Ye  fhall  aet  bew  down  nor  worfhip  any  kind  of  idol  **. 

Whofoever  enticeth  another  to  commit  idolatry,  fhall 
be  floned  upon  convi£lion  K 

The  fpoil  of  a  city  doomed  to  anathema  fhall  noit  be 
faved  upcMi  any  account,  but  be  publicly  burned*  The 
inhabitants  of  it  fhall  be  put  to  the  fwordj!  ^nd  the  place 
(hall  be  no  more  rebuilt,  but  continue  an  }xeap  of  ruins  for 
ever  \ 

The  filver,  gold,  and  other  precious  ornaments  belong- 
ing to  idols,  fhall  not  be  turned  to  advantage,  but  be  de- 
ftroyed  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence  '. 

Whofoever  facrificetb  his  feed  to  Moloch,  whether  he 
be  an  Ifraelite,  or  a  fojourner  ij^  the  ^and,  fhall  be  floned 
to  death  »  (C). 

Pojitivi 

c  i£xocl.  XX.  9.  'Exod.xx.  7.  I^vit.  xvii.  3s.  8c  a|» 
«  Deut.  xii.  ft,  &  feq.  £.  Qeuf;.  vi.  i6,     ^       gExod.xx.  4. 

Deat.  iv.  paHim.  &  v.  8.  i^  £xod.  xx.  5.  Deut.  v.  9,  &  al*        « 

^Deut.  xiii.  1,  ifefeq,  ^  Jj|eut.xiii.  15.  ^  Ibid.  151 16. 

m  Levit.  XX.  2. 


Uiany  learned  moderns.;  which 
they  call  by  way  pf  diftindtion, 
Kabbla,  or  Reception :  it  con- 
tains that  my{lical  fenfe  of  the 
Old  Teflameat,  in  which,  it 
is  pretended,  the  writers  of  the 
New  Teflament  underflood  and 
explained  it:  which  fenfe,  they 
affirm,  has  been  CQUveyed  to 


them  from  Mofes  1?y  the  pro- 
phets, not  by  human  tradition, 
but  by  divine  infpiration,  as 
being  very  different  from,  if 
not  dire<51y  contrary  to  the  ob- 
vious and  literal  meaning. 

(C)  There  are  feveral  more 

to  the  fame  purpofe  interfperf- 

ed,  and  often  repeated  in  the 

1  4  ,  four 
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Pofitive  Laws  Cdncerning  the  Worjhip  ofth  tnly  trui  God. 

r 

Laws  am-        The  Lord,  who  delivered  his  law  from  Mount  Sinai,  is 

/r«7w  ^^^  ^^  ^"^y  ^^^  ^'^  heaven  and  earth. 

Jbtp  of  God,  -^^  alone  is  to  be  loved  with  all  the  heart,  mind,  and 
ftrength  \  he  only  is  to  be  feared  above  all  things,  and  his 
name  to  be  fandiified. 

They  fliall  engrave  his  laws  in  their  hearts  ;  diligently 
teach  them  to  their  children  and  grand-children ;  wear 
them  for  a  fign  upon  their  heads,  as  frontlets  between 
their  eyes  5  and  write  them  upon  the  gates,  pods,  and 
Other  parts  of  their  houfes. 

They  fliall  circumcife  their  hearts  as  well  as  their  flelh; 
and  be  no  more  rebellious  to  him,  but  ferve  him  finccrely, 
cleave  unto  him,  and  fwear  by  his  name  alone. 

The  whole  law  fliall  be  read  by  the  priefls  to  all  the 
people,  men,  women,  and  children,  every  feventh  year, 
gt  the  feaft  of  Tabernacles  \  and  the  fubfl:anGe  of  it  fliall 
be  learned  by  heart  by  every  Ifraelite  ;  and  every  king  of 
Ifrael  fliall  be  obliged  to  write  a  copy  of  it  with  his  own 
hand,  from  thdt  which  was  by  Mofes  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  Levites,  in  order  to  be  conftantly  read  and 
obferved  by  him. 

All  blemngs  fliall  be  thankfully  acknowleged  to  come 
from  God,  and  punifliments  inflidted  by  him  fuBmiflively 
received,  as  fatherly  chafl.ifements,  or  trials  of  obedi-» 
ence. 

The  law  fliall  be  engraven  upon  flones,  and  fet  upon 
an  altar  5  and  the  bleflings  of  obedience,  and  curfes  for 
difobedience,  fliall  be  publicly  infcribed  upon  the  Mounts 
Gebal  and  Gerizzim,  for  a  perpetual  remembrance. 

No  forgivenefs,  or  deliverance  from  any  punifliment 
for  difobedience,  fliall  be  expefted,  without  a  deep  fenfe 
and  acknowlegement  of  the  fault. 


four  laft  books  of  Mofes,  which 
we  need  not  dwell  longer  upon. 
Of  the  fame  nature  are  alfo 
thofe  which  forbid  all  com-» 
merce,  intercourfe,  contract- 
ing of  affinity  with  idolatrous 
nations,  and  all  kind  of  imita- 
tion of  their  ways  ;  the  ufe  of 
familiar  Ipirits,  inchantments, 
obferving  of  times  and  omens, 
divinations,  reforting  to  wiz-r 


ards  and  necromancers,  under 
pain  of  death  3  as  alfo  the  round- 
ing of  the  corners,  or  temples 
of  the  head,  and  marring  the 
corners  of  their  beards,  cutting 
their  flefh,  or  making  any 
marks  upon  it  for  the  lake  of 
the  dead  j  and  laftly,  the  pro- 
mifcuous  ufe  of  apparel  \\\ 
either  fex,  in  imitation  of  the 
Canaa^iites, 

Burnt'* 


« 
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Barnt-ofi^rings,  facrifices,  tythes,  vows,  firftlings  of 
the  flock,  and  free-will-ofFerings  fhall  be  brought  and  fa- 
crificed  at  no  other  place  but  that  which  the  Lord  (hall 
appoint  ^ 

« 
Laws  Pofitivi  and  Negative^  concerning  the  Sahbaihy  Pajfover^ 
and  other  Feftivah^  Holidays^  and  Fajls. 

The  fabbath,  or  feventh  day,  fhall  be  kept  holy  (D).        -^^^j  eon. 

No  fervile  workWhall  be  done  in  it,  by  mafter,  fervant,  T^l^//^' 
flavc,  ftranger,  or  cattle.     There  {hall  no  fire  be  kindled  '* 

on  that  day,  nor-  any  thing  bought  or  fold.  No  perfon 
fliall  be  put  to  death  for  any  crime  whatfoever.  No 
travelling  fhall  be  allowed  on  the  fabbath  (E). 

The 

f^  Bib.  Sacr.  Exod.  Deuteron. 


(D)  The  Jewifh  doaors  have 
ftretched  this  abflinence  from 
work  to  the  moft  fuperflitious 
degree.  They  extend  it  not 
pnly  to  eteiy  bufinefs  that 
tends  to  the  getting  of  food 
And  raiment,  fuch  as  plowing^ 
fowing,  reaping,  threfhing,  &c. 
which  amount  to  thirty-nine 
negative  prepepts,  but  to  many 
other  things :  and  hence  arife 
other  negative  precepts,  which 
are  as  appendices  to  the  former : 
grafs  muft  not  be  walked  upon, 
left  it  be  bruifed ;  a  horfc 
muft  not  be  rid,  left  he  be 
galled ;  it  is  not  lawful  to  ride 
m  a  coach  or  cart,  though  a 
heathen  drive  it.  No  finging, 
dancing,  playing  upon  inftru- 
ments,  or  any  kind  of  noife, 
is  allowed,  though  it  were  to 
quiet  a  crofs  child.  No  caufe 
b  to  be  tried,  no  accompts 
made  or  caft  up,  or  marriages 
folemnized ;  no  difcourfe  a- 
bout  buying  and  felling,  or  any 
other  worldly  matter,  much 
lefs  loofe  and  profane  talk,  is 
to  be  fuffered.  The  pofitive 
precepts  concerning  the  fab- 
\>9ik  nips  much  in  the  &une 


ftrain.  On  that  day  efvery  one 
is  obliged,  according  to  hit 
circumflances,  to  put  on  clean 
linen,  to  wear  better  cloaths 
than  ordinary,  to  eat  fiefli, 
fi(h,  or  fowl,  to  drink  wine, 
and  to  feed  at  leaft  once  in  fix 
hours.  Care  alfo  is  to  be  taken, 
that  a  clean  table-cloth  be  laid, 
and  the  victuals  fet  upon  it, 
the  beds  made,  and  the  lamps 
lighted,  before  the  commence- 
ment  'of  the  fabbath,  which  be- 
gins and  ends  with  them  on  or 
about  fun-iet,  according  to  the 
faying  in  Genefis,  **  the  even- 
ing and  the  morning  were  the 
firft  day." 

(E)  Though  the  text  ex- 
prefsly  fays,  that  they  (hall  not 
ftir  out  of  their  place,  yet  it 
could  mean  no  other  than  a 
prohibition  of  going  out  to  ga- 
ther manna ;  for  it  is  plain, 
they  Were  obliged  to  repair  to 
the  tabernacle  from  all  parts  of 
the  camp,  and  afterwards  to 
the  temple  from  all  quarters  of 
Jerufalem :  however,  the  Jews 
underftand  it,  of  going  out 
about  worldly  bufinefs,  or  for 
pleafurci  and  indeed  upon  any 

account, 
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The  fabbath-breakcr  (hall  be  ftoned.  With  fcveral  others, 
cither  to  the  fame  purpofe,   or  of  Icfs  moment. 

Laws  relating  to  the  Three  grand  FeflivaU^  the  Paffover^  the 
Feajl  of  Weeks ^  arid  the  Feaji  of  Tabernacles. 

ne  three  Three  times  a  year  fliall  all  the  male  children  appear 
grand faf-  before  the  Lord  their  God,  at  the  place  by  him  appointed, 
sivals.  namely,  at  the  Feaft  of  Unleavened  Bread,  or  Paffovcr ; 
at  the  Feaft  of  the  Weeks,  or  Rntecoft ;  and  at 
the  Feaft  of  Tabernacles.  They  fhall  not  come  empty- 
handed  before  him  ;  but  every  man  fliall  offer  unto  the 
Lord  according  to  the  ability  wherewith  he  hath  blefTed 
him(F). 

Of  the  Paffover. 

f^fiT^  or       This  grand  fcftival  was  inftituted   in  memory  of  their 
Tafiver^     deliverance  out  of  their  Egyptian  bondage.     The  laws  re- 
lating to  it,  are  to  the  following  purpofe. 

It  fliall  be  of  perpetual  obligation  both  to  the  Ifraelites^ 
and  to  all  circumcifed  profelytes. 

No  circumcifed  perfon,  whether  of  the  feed  of  Abra- 
ham, or  admitted  into  the  commonwealth  by  circumcifion, 
unlefs  hindered  by  ficknefs,  journeying,  or  fome  legal  im- 
purity, fliall  omit  the  annual  celebration  of  it,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  cut  off  from  his  people. 

'  « 

account,  beyond  what  they  call  (F)   The  Talmud  however 

a  fabbath  day's  journey ;    this  exempts  from  this  obligation, 

dKlance  is  determined  at  two  ift.  The  women  who  were  to 

thoufand  cubits.    And  though  take  care  of  their  families,  un- 

they  differ  among  themfelves  lefs  their  hufbands  permitted 

about  the  length  of  that  mea-  them  to  go  with  them,  as  in 

fure,    fome  making    it  much  the  cafe  of  Hannah,  and  the 

longer  than  others,   yet  they  Virgin  Mary,    adly,  Boys  un- 

agree,  that  the  fafeft  way  is,  der  twelve  years  of  age,  who 

not  to  exceed   two  thoufand  were  not  fubje6J:  to  the   law, 

moderate  paces ;  and  this  feems  or  called  Bene-hathorah,  that 

to  be  pretty   near  the  diilance  is,  the  Jons  or  difcipUs  of  the 

between    Jenifalem    and    the  larw*    jdly^  AH  old  men  above 

Mount  of  Olives,  which  St.  lixty.     4thly,  All  the  fick  and 

Luke    calls    a    fabbath-day's  impotent,  lunatics,  &c.     And 

journey  :  however,  he  that  ex-  laftly,  All  that  lived  at  fuch  a 

ceeded  that  didance,  was  not  diftance  from  the  tabernacle, 

judged  a  violator  of  the  fab-  ■  and  afterwardjs  from  the  tem- 

bath,  but  came  off  with  a  beat-  pie,  or  were  any  otherwife  fo 

ing ;  whereas  the  breaker  of  it  weak,  that  xhey  could  not  per- 

was  to  be  fioned  to  death.  form  the  journey  on  foot. 

No 


to  the  Bdbyhnijh  Captivity.. 

No  fcrvant  or  ftanger  fliall  eat  of  it  unlefs  he  become 
circumcifed. 

The  feaft  (G)  ftiall  begin  on  the  eve  of  the  fourteenth  day 
of  the  month  Abif,  or,  as  the  original  exprefles  it,  between 
the  two  evenings ;  at  which  time  the  pafchal  lamb  (hall 
be  killed,  and  the  feftival  continued,  till  the  one  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  fame  m6nth  at  evening. 

The  firft  and  laft  day  fliall  be  kept  holy  and  free  from  * 
all  fervile  work,  even  as  the  fabbath,  except  only,  that 
on  the  former  vi£tuals   may  be  drefled,  but  not  on  the 
latter.    Thefe  two  days  fliall  likewife  be  folemnized  by 
a  holy  convocation  (H). 

No  leaven  of  any  kind  fliall  be  ufed,  or  even  kept  in 
the  houfe,  during  thofe  feven  days  ;  whofoever  ufeth  any 
leaven  on  thofe  days  fliall  be  cut  off  from  Ifrael. 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  Paflbyer  fliall  be  offered  a  burnt- 
facrifice  of  two  young  bullocks,  one  ram,  and  feven  lambs 
of  the  firft  year,  with  fome  inferior  offeringa ;  and  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  feaft  fliall  be  offered,  befides  the  ufual 
facrifices,  a  flieaf  of  the  firft  fruit  of  that  year's  haryeft  ; 
no  new  corn  fliall  be  eaten,  in  any  way,  before  the  firft 
flieaf  has  been  prefented  unto  the  Lord  "  (I).    Some  other 

ordinances 

B  Exod.  Levit.  Numb* 
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(G)  This  feftival  is  called 
in  the  original  Pefach,  from 
the  verb  pajfach^  which  figni- 
fies  to fafs  fy^  or  leap  over; 
and  not  from  the  Greek  irei<rxfi>^ 
Jo  fuffer^  as  if  it  had  been  pro- 
phetical of  Chrifl's  fuffering 
at  that  feafl,  as  fome  ancient 
Others  have  imagined,  for 
want  of  underflanding  Hebrew. 
The  month  Abif,  afterwards 
called  Nifan,  anfwers  to  March 
and  April. 

(H)  The  five  intermediate 
days  are  to  be  fpent  in  mirth 
and  lawiul  recreations:  they 
enjoin  all,  efpecially  the  wo- 
men^ to  wear  the  gayeft  ap- 
parel, to  eat  fiefh,  filh,  and 
fowl,  and  to  drink  wine.  Wed- 
dings are  forbid  during  this  and 
|he  pth^r  two  grand  feftivals^ 


left  the  joy  that  attends  the  for- 
mer fhould  make  them  forget 
the  occafion  of  the.  latter. 
However,  they  all  agree,  that 
women  may  {have  and  wafh 
themfelves,  or  even  their 
cloaths,  upon  fome  occafions* 
There  is  a  ftrange  injundtton 
that  obliges  every  man  and 
woman,  though  they  be  fo 
poor  as  to  live  by  alms,  to 
drink  at  leaft  four  cups  of  wine 
on  the  firft  night  of  th*  PaiT- 
over,  whilft  they  are  rehearf« 
ing  the  wonders  wrought  by 
God  in  Egypt,  and  at  the  Red 
Sea,  with  fome  more  of  the 
like  nature,not  worth  repeating. 
(I)  As  for  this  iheaf,  it  was 
to  be  of  barley,  becaufe  it  is 
ripe  about  this  time .  in  that 
tountry.     It  was    reaped  on 

the 
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brdinanocs  of  lefs  moment,  about  this,  and  other  feflivals, 
are  interfperfed  in  the  Pentateuch,  which  we  therefore 
omit. 

The  Feaft  fif  Weeks ^  or  Pentecojf, 

.  This  feaft  was  inftituted  in  memory  of  the  law  givea 
upon  Mount  Sinai,  fifty  days  after  the  exod,  and  to 
oblige  the  people  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  to  ofFer  the 
firft-fruits  of  their  harveft,  viz.  two  loaves  of  the  new 
wheat,  which  was  then  ripe,  as  an  acknowlegement  of 
his  abfoiute  right  and  dominion  over  them,  and  their  land, 
and  of  their  dependence  upon  him. 

Seven  weets,  or  fifty  days,  were  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month  Nifan,  which  was  the 
fecond  of  the  Paflbver,  and  the  fiftieth  day  was  to.,  be  the 
firft  day  of  the  feftival  (K)* 

The  facrifices  ordained  upon  this  day,  befides  the  two 
loaves,  confifted  of  feven  lambs  of  the  firft  year,  one 
young  bullock,  and  two   rams,  for  a  burnt-ofFering ;  to- 


the  evening  of  the  15  th  day 
of  Nifan,  and  was  to  be  ofiered 
up  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
nation.  As  foon  as  the  even- 
ing of  the  firft  day  of  the  PafT- 
over  was  come,  at  which  time 
the  fecond  began,  and  in  which 
fome  kind  of  works  might  be 
done,  the  beth-din,  or  great 
council,  aifembled,  and  de- 
puted three  men  to  go  and  ga- 
ther the  fheaf,  with  a  kind  of 
fblemnity,  at  which  great 
crowds  from  the  neighbouring 
cities  flocked  to Jerufalem,  with- 
in whofe  territories  it  was  to  be 
gathered,  Thefc  deputies  a&- 
cd  three  times  whether  the  fun 
was  let,  and  were  as  often  an- 
fwercd,  by  the  by -danders,  in 
the  affirmative.  They  then 
aiked  three  times  leave  to  reap 
the  fiieaf ;  and  it  was  no  fooner 
granted,  than  they  entered 
'into  three  different  fields,  with 
fickles  in  their  bands,  and  ga- 


thered, each  a  diftin£l  parcel, 
which  they  put  into  three  dif*- 
ferent  boxes,  and  brought  to 
the  temple.  Here  they  were 
threflied,  winnowed,  and  parch* 
ed,  and  a  homer,  which  c0n« 
tains  about  three  pints,  was 
filled  with  them,  and  prefented 
to  the  prieft,  who  poured  a 
quantity  of  oil,  and  threw 
iome  incenfe  upon  it  ^  an4 
having  raifed  it  up  to  the  Lord, 
towards  the  four  points  of  the 
compafs,  threw  fome  part  of 
it  upon  the  fire  of  the  ahar, 
abd  the  reft  he  kept  for  him* 
felf.  After  this  ceremony  it 
was  lawful  for  every  man  to 
begin  his  harveft  ( i ) . 

(K)  It  is  therefore  called  in 
the  original  Ch^g  fhebugnoth, 
or  the  feaft  ofijjeeks^  from  the 
feven  weeks  which  where  reck* 
oned  from  the  P*flbver;  as 
from  the  fifty  days  the  Greeks 
gave  it  the  name  of  Pentecoft. 


(1}  Vide  Marmon. 


gether 
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gethcr  with  their  ufual  meat  and  drink-ofFerings,  and 
likewife  a  kid  for  a  fin-ofFering,  and  two  lamb%  for  a 
peace-ofiFering.  No  fervile  work  was  to  be  done  on  that 
day,  fave  that  viduals  might  be  drefled,  and  a  holy 
convocation  was  to  be  called,  as  on  other  folemn  feftivals  °. 

The  Feaft  of  the  Tabernacles. 

This  feftival  was  ordained  in  memory  of  the  forty  years   ne  fiofi 
abode  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs;  for  which  rea-   ofTaber^ 
fon  it  is  called  the  Feaft  of  the  Tabernacles  or  Tents  (L),   nacUt- 
not  only  becaufe  they  lived  in  tents,  or  booths,  during  all 
that  time,  but  becaufe  it  was  to  be  celebrated   in  fuch 
kinds  of  booths,  made  of  the  branches  of  feveral  forts  of 
trees,  fuch  as  willows,  palms,  olives,  and  the  like,  and 
created  in  the  moft  decent  and  convenient  manner. 

This  feaft  was  the  third  great  feftival,  equal  in  folem- 
nity  to  the  other  two,  except  in  what  related  particularly 
to  the  Paflbver.  It  began  on  the  eve  of  the  fifteenth  day 
of  the  feventh  month,  called  Tifri,  which  was  the  firft  of 
the  civil  year,  and  anfwered  to  part  of  our  September, 
by  which  time  all  the  harveft  being  finished  and  brought 
in,  they  returned  their  folemn  thanks  to  God,  It  lafted 
feven  days,  the  firft  and  laft  of  which  were  kept  with  the 
greateft  precifion ;  the  people  repairing  to  the  tabernacle 
0r  temple  with  palms  and  other  branches  in  their  hands^ 
marching  round  the  altar,  andfingingthe  praifes  of  God, 
It  was  likewife  celebrated  by  facrifices  peculiar  to  the 
folemnity,  and  by  a  ceflation  from  all  fervile  works  except 
cookery. 

The  people  were  obliged  to  dwell  in  thofe  booths  all 
the  feven  days,  unlefs  prevented  by  fome  lawful  impedi- 
ment. 

• 

The  facrifices  peculiar  to  this  feaft  were  :  on  the  firft 
day,  thirteen  bullocks,  two  rams,  and  fourteen  lambs  of 
a  year  old,  all  without  blemHh,  which  were  offered  up  in 
a  burnt-offering,  with  their  ufual  meat  and  drink-offerings, 
confifting  of  a  certain  quantity  of  flour  mingled  with  oil, 
and  fome  wine.  To  thefe  was  likewife  added  a  kid  for  a 
fin-offering,  which  was  offered  up  in  the  name  of  the 

whole  people  of  Ifrael ;   befides  the  ufual  morning  and 

» 

•  Exod.  Levit.  Numbers. 

(L)   The  original    calls  it    the  Greeks  gave  It  the  name 
Chag  haffukoth,  thefeafl  of  the    of  Zxigyoff'^^. 
tents   or   booths  i    from  which 

even- 
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evening  facrifices,  which  were  never  to  be  intermitted^ 
and  th^e  which  any  one  might  offer  out  of  devotion^ 
On  the  fecond  they  offered  twelve  bullocks,  two  rams, 
and  fourteen  lambs,  with  their  concomitant  offering  of 
flour  and  wine,  and  a  kid,  as  on  the  firft  day ;  and  thus 
on  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh  they  offered 
the  fame  facrifices,  only  leffening  every  day  one  oullock  ^ 
fo  on  this  laft  day  they  facrificed  but  feven.  On  the 
eighth,  or  laft  day,  the  moft  folemn  of  all,  on  which  they 
were  to  hold  a  folemn  affembly,  and  to  abftain  from  all 
fervile  work,  they  offered  but  one  bullock,  one  ram,  and 
feven  lambs,  befides  the  goat  for  a  (in-offering,  and  the 
ufual  and  voluntary  facrifices  ;  which  laft  rofe  or  fell  ac- 
cording as  their  harveft  had  been  more  or  lefs  plentiful. 
Laftly,  on  this  day,  the  firft-fruits  of  thofe  things  which 
were  of  later  growth,  were  brought  up,  and  offered  to 
God ;  and  thefe  came,  fometimes,  in  fuch  numbers,  that 
they  were  forced  to  continue  the  feaft  one  day  longer  p. 

The  Feaji  of  the  Trumpets  and  New  Moons. 

^efeaflof  '^^  month  of  Tifri  was  the  firft  of  the  civil,  as  that 
shi  TrMm»  o^  Abib^  or  Nifan,  was  of  the  facred  year :  this  feaft 
pits.  was  appointed  to  be  kept  on  the  firft  and  fecond  day  of 

that  month.  It  was  ufhered  in  by  the  found  of  the  trum- 
pets, kept  holy,  free  from  all  fervile  work,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  from  other  new  moons  by  particular  facrifices. 

As  the  Scripture  no  where  gives  the  reafon  of  this 
feftival,  authors  are  much  divided  about  it;  the  Jews 
in  general  believe  it  was  inftituted  in  memory  of  the 
creation,  which  happened  pn  that  month ;  though  fome 
rabbles  think  that  it  was  alfo  in  memory  of  Ifaac's  de* 
liverance,  and  of  the  ram,  that  was  caught  by  the  horns, 
and  fubftituted  in  room  of  him.  Some  of  the  fathers  are 
of  opinion  it  was  in  memory  of  the  law  given  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  at  which  time  the  trumpet  and  thunder  were 
heard  ;  others,  from  fome  of  the  ceremonies  obferved  by 
the  Jews,  by  way  of  preparation,  have  fancied  that  it  was 
inftituted  in  order  to  put  mankind  in  mind  of  the  general 
refurredion,  which  was  to  be  ufliered  in  by  the  found  of 
the  trumpet ''(G) ;  but  the  moft  probable  reafon  for  this 
»  feaft, 

p  Vide  Segonium,  Bertrand,  Cunscam,  M«yer,  Goodw.  8c  al. 
4  Vide  Goodw.  ubi  fupra,  §  6. 

(G)  The  TalmudiUs  believe    one  of  the  good,  a  fecond  of 
that  God  keeps  three    books,    the  bad,  and  a  third  of  thofe 

that 
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feaft,  and  for  proclaimhig  the  entrance  of  the  civil  year 
by  the  found  of  trumpets,  feems  to  have  been  that  it  ; 
(hould  be  rendered  the  more  obfervable,  feeing  all  their 
contracts,  mortgages,  and  bargains,  as  well  as  their  fab^ 
batic  years,  and  jubilees,  were  to  be  regulated  by  it ;  for 
which  reafon  the  trumpets  ceafed  not  to  found  every 
where  from  the  rifing  to  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The 
proper  facrifices  for  this  folemnity  were  one  young  bul- 
lock, one  ram,  and  feven  lambs,  oiFered  up  in  a  folemn 
b urn t-QfFering,  with  the  ufud  addition  of  flour  and  wine^ 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation,  Uefides  the  kid  for  a  fin- 
offering,  and  the  daily  and  monthly  facrifices  ^ 

The  New  Moons. 

The  Ifraelites  were  commanded  to  obferve  the  firft  day  AVw 
of  every  month,  or  moon,  and  to  offer,  befides  the  ufual  ^^w« 
facrifices,  a  burnt-offering  of  two  young  bullocks,'  one 
ram,  and  feven  lambs,  with  the  ufual  quantity  of  flour^ 
wine,  and  oil.  The  mofl  folemn  of  all  the  twelve  was 
that  of  the  month  Tifri,  which  was  kept  holy  upon  a  par- 
ticular account.  The  reft  had  nothing  to  diftinguifh  them 
from  common  days,  except  the  facrifices  above  men- 
tioned, which  were  accompanied  with  the  found  of  trum- 
pets (H),  making  better  cheer,  and  perhaps  ufing  fonie 
kind  of  devotion,  or  affemblies,  peculiar  to  thofe  days. 

Though 
r  Vide  Numb*  xxix.  2,  &  fee.     ^ 

that  are  neither  good  nor  bad.  white,  others  in  their  fhrouds. 

The  firft  is  the  book  of  life,  in  token  of  repentance ;  others 

the  (econd  of  death  ;  and  thofe  plunge    tjiemielves    gradually 

that  are  in  the  third  are  to  be  mto  the  wateh,  confeffing  their 

transferred  either  to  the  firfl  fins,  and  fmiting  their  breads, 

or  fecond  expiation  day,  ac-  as  they  fink  low.er  and  lower 

cording  as  they  grow  better  or  till  they  are  over  head  and 

worfe.     Thofe  two  books  have  ears ;    and  laflly,  others  give 

two  kinds  of  pages,  one  for  this  themfelves    forty  •nine    ftnpes 

life,  the  other  for  the  next ;  on  the  bare  back,  or  procure 

and  the  Jews  believe  that  on  fomebody  to  do  it  for  them ; 

this  day  their  names  are  writ-  and  after' thefe  mortifications, 

ten  for  that  year.     Upon  this  and  fuitable  prayers,  they  wilh 

account    they   take  particular  one  another  the  happinefsi  of 

care,  whatever  they  do  the  reft  being  written  down  for  a  good 

of  the  year,   to  be  well  em-  year(i), 
ployed  about  this  time*    Some        (H)  The  fixing  the  time  of 

appear  at'  the    fynagogue  in  the  new  moon,   for   want  of 

(1)  Vide  Buxt9rf;  Synag*  Jud*  Hofpin*  Gotodwin,   Leon,  de 
Mo4cn.  &  al. 
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Though,  in  all  refpe£ls,  this  day  did  not  differ  from 
any  common  day,  they  were  very  fcrupulous  in  obferving 
it ;  and  as  the  fpace.  of  the  moon's  entering  and  coming 
cmc  of  the  partile  conjun£bion  of  the  fun,  belongs  one 
half  to  the  old,  and  the  other  to  the  new  month,  and 
they  had  no.  fure  way  of  computing  it  with  any  exa£hiefs 
or  certainty,  they  obferved  two  days,  namely,  the  laft 
day  of  the  old,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  new,  for  greater 
fecurity.  -      ^  • 

This  irregularity  of  the  moon  obliged  them  likewife  to 
make  fome  tranfpofitions  of  the  days  of  the  month,  in 
order  to  fix  the  beginning  of  Tifri,  and  of  the  reft  of  the 
months,  according  to  that  computation.  But  how  early 
thefe  tranfpofitions  began,  is  what  cannot  eafily  be 
afcertained. 

Thefe  are  all  the  feaft-days  appointed  by  the  Mofalc 
law.  The  Jews  added,  in  procefs  of  time,  feveral  others, 
in  memory  of  fome  great  mercies,  fuph  as  that  of  Purim, 
of  Lots,  in  memory  of  their  deliverance  from  Haman's 
cruelty,  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  and  many  niore 
which  we  fhall  not  particularize  ^ 

Laws  concerning  the  Sabbatic  and  yuhilee  Tears. 

The  fabbatic,  or  feventh  year,  and  the  jubilee,  which 
happened  once  in  feven  times  feven  years,  are  alfo  to  be 
confidered  as  religious  folemnities.  They  were  defigned 
for  reft  and  rejoicing ;  and  as  they  bore  a  kind  of  analogy 
to  the  fabbath  or  feventh  .day,  they  may  upon  that  ac- 
count be  alfo  reckoned  among  their  feftivals. 

The  Mofaical  law  diftinguifties  four  forts  of  years: 
I.    The  civil,    according  to  which  all  political  matters 

8  Vide  Scalig.  de  Emend.  Temp*  Hofpin.  Orig.  Feft*  Buxt. 
Uper.  &c. 


agronomical  tables,  was  done 
in  this  manner.  The  firft  men 
that  obferved,  or  thought  they 
obferved,  the  new  moon,  were 
to  repair  with  all  fpeed  to  the 
grand  council,  and^give  notice 
of  it.  An  enquiry  was  then 
made,  whether  the  perfons 
•were  credible  witnefles ;  and 
fecondly,  whether  their  report 
agreed  with  fuch  computations 
a$   they  were    then   able  to 


make  ;  in  which  cafe  the  pre- 
fident  proclaimed  the  new 
moon,  faying,  Mekudalh,  // 
is  confecrated  \  which  word 
was  twice  repeated  aloud  by 
the  people  ;  then  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  proclaimed  every 
where  by  the  found  of  trum- 
pet, or  by  other  means,  ac- 
cording to  the  .times  and 
places. 

were 


*  « 
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were  regulated,,  confifting  of  twelve  lunar  months  (I), 
beginning  at  the  month  Tifri  or  September.  2.  The 
facred,  which  began  at  the  month  Nifan  or  March,  which 
was  the  feventh  of  the  civil  year,  arid  regulated  the  order 
of  all  their  religious  ceremonies  5  fo  that  the  Paflbver, 
which  happened  in  the  middle  of  this  moi^th,  might  be 
named,  the  mother  of  all  the  other  feftivals.  3.  The 
fabbatic,  or  feventh  year.  And,  4.  The  jubilee,  or 
fiftieth  year,  which  was  kept  at  the  end  of  feven  weeks 
of  years.  . 

The  ceremonies  of  the  fabbatic  year,  kept  every  feventh  Laws  con* 
year,  confifted  chiefly  in  the  five  following  articles  :  cerning  th$ 

1.  In  a  total  ccflTation    from   all    manner  of    agri-  fi^'^^'^ 
culture. 

2.  In  leaving  all  the  produft  of  their  ground  to  the 
poor,  the  orphan,  and  the  ftranger. 

3.  In  the  releafe  of  all  Hebrew  flaves,  unlefs  they  vo- 
luntarily renounced  their  proffered  liberty,  and  chofe  to 
abide  with  their  old  mailers ;  in  which  cafe  they  were  to 
be  brought  before  the  judges,  and  have  their  ears  bored 


(I)  Scaliger  and  others  have 
fuppofed  that  they  had  an  in- 
tercalary month,  once  in  fix 
fcore  years;  but  it  is  plain 
that  ^the  Scripture  hints  no- 
thing like  fuch  an  intercalation, 
or  year  of  thirteen  months; 
though  without  fome  fuch  fup- 
pofidon,  it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs 
what  they  did  with  the  fix  ad* 

'    Days.* 


•  I.  Tifri 

2.  Marchefiivan 

3.  Chafleu 
4*  Thebet 
^.  Sebat 

6.  Adar 

7.  Nefan 

8.  Yihar 
g,  Sivan 

10.  Thammuz 

1 1 .  Abb 

12.  £iui 


30 
29 

30 
29 

30 
29 

30 

29 

30 

30 
29 


J 

To  this  laft  they  added  in 
proccfs  of  time  the  interca- 
lary month  Ve-adar,  that  is, 

VoL.IL 


ditional  hours,  if  they  ever 
reckoned  by  folar  months,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  the 
Egyptians.  However,  Mofes 
afterwards  computed  the  year 
by  moons ;  for  that  is  the 
meaning  of  the  word  JJf*t*inf 
chodejby  from  {Jf  *in>  ^  renennj. 
The  names  of  their  months  arc 
thefe : 

September. 

06tober. 

November, 

December, 

January, 
anfwers  /     February  .- 
to  our  \     March, 

April. 

May. 

June, 

July. 

Augulr, 

and^  or  '^e  fecond  Adar,  at 
that  was  the  laft  of  the  (acred 
year. 


la 
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lit  thdr  prcfcncc,  in  token  that  they  freely  embraced  » 
perpetual  fcrvitude«  or  alt  leaft  to  the  year  of  jubilee. 

4^  In  the  remifTion  of  all  debts  from  one  Ifraelite  to 
another  $  but  ftrangers  were  excluded  that  benefit. 

5.  It  was  to  begin  and  end  on  the  month  Tifri,  or 
September,  that  ther«  might  be  fufficient  time  for  ga- 
thering all  the  fruits  of  the  earth  of  that  year,  and  for 
fowing  it  againft  the  next,  that  (b  the  land  might  not  lie 
fallow  two  years  together.  The  generality  of  the  Jews, 
and  many  Chriftians,  both  ancient  and  modern,  have 
looked  upon  the  main  defign  of  thefe  inftitutions  to  be 
typical  of  the  millennium,  or  thoufand  years  reft  ;  for  a& 
the  Pentateuch  confecrates  the  feventh  day,  the  feventh 
year,  and  the  feven  times  feventh  year,  to  reft,  they  con- 
clude, that  the  world  will  laft  fix  thoufand  years  in  its 
prefent  ftate ;  or  as  R.  Elias  exprefies  it,  two  thoufand 
years  without  the  law,  two  thoufand  under  the  law,  and 
two  thoufand  under  the  Mefiiah  ;  after  which  comes  the 
grand  fabbath  of  one  thoufand  years  ^ 

Laws  relating  to  the  Jubilei. 

JubiUe  This  folemnity  is  the  laft  and  moft  confiderable  of 

jfiar»  thofe  that  were  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites.     It  was  cele- 

brated every  fiftieth  year,  and  had  this  advantage  over 
that  of  the  feventh,  that  it  releafed  all  flaves  who  nad  re- 
fufed  their  liberty ;  annihilated  all  debts  ;  and  reftored  to 
every  man  all  his  lands,  houfes,  wife,  children,  and  pof- 
feflions,  however  alienated ;  and  every  Hebrew  fervant, 
or  flave,  to  his  own  tribe  and  family,  liberty  and  pro- 
perty, how  or  upon  what  account  foever  he  bad  been  de- 
prived of  them  during  thofe  fifty  years  :  for  this  reafon  it 
M'^as  called  jubilee,  or  yobel,  becaufe  it  reftored  every, 
thing  to  its  priftine  ftate.  However,  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  this  privilege  extended  no  farther  than  to  the  original 
Ifraelites,  or  to  thofe  who  had  been  incorik)rated  into  their 
religion  and  commonwealth  by  circumcifion ;  thefe,  in- 
deed, might  claim  the  benefit  of  it,  though,  they  had  been 
fold  for  flaves  in  confequence  of  any  crime,  ^ven  by  the 
fentence  of  the  grand  fanhedrim  ;  but  as  for  the  Gentiles, 
they  were  wholly  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this  in- 
ftitution. 

During  the  whole  twelve  months  all  kind  of  agricul- 
ture was  exprefsly  forbid,  the  poor  had  the  benefit  of  the 
karveft  and  vintafge,  and  of  all  the  produft  of  that  year ; 

^  Vide  Hofpm.  Goodw.  Mey.  Munfter. 

and 
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and  ^11  other  things  of  that  nature  went  on  after  the  fame 
manner  as  they  did  in  the  fabbatic  year.  The  beginning 
of  it  was  fixed  for  the  feventh  month  Tifri,  wiic)i  is 
about  the  time  of  the  autumnal  equinox ;  but  in  what 

irear,  after  they  entered  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  they  ce- 
ebrated  the  firfl:  jubilee,  and  whether  from  the  beginning 
of  every  forty-ninth  or  fiftieth  year,  is  not  eafy  to  deter*- 
mine.  The  Jews,  indeed,  begin  to  reckon  the  firft  of  the 
fifty  years  from  the  fourteenth  after  Jofhua's  pafiing  the 
Jordan. 

The  next  controverted  point,  is  whether  it  was  cele* 
brated  on  the  forty-ninth  or  fiftieth  year  5  a  difpute  which 
we  fhall  not  pretend  to  decide,  nor  is  it  indeed  a  point  of 
any  great  importance  to  the  hiftory. 

buring  the  firft  nine  days  of  the  jubilee  the  flayes  were 
exempt  from  doing  any  work  for  their  matters,  and  fpent 
that  time  iii  eating,  drinking,  and  other  diverfiohs,  their 
heads  adorned ^with  garlands.  On  the  tenth  day  the  fan- 
hedrim  caufed  the  trumpet  to  found  all  over  the  land, 
upon  which  the  flaves  were  inftantly  reftored  to  their  li- 
berty^  and  the  reft  to  their  pofieifions  \ 

Expiation-day^  or  Day  of  Atomment. 

This  folemnity  differed  from  all  the  rc^,  in  that  they   Expiation* 
were  days  of  joy  and  thankfglving  \   but  this,  a  day  of  d^* 
fafting,  numiliation,  and  conief&on  of  fins  :  but  this  we 
do  not  find  to  have  been  made  annual  by  Mofes,  or  ob- 
ferved  by  the  people  till  after  the  captivity,  when  they 
became  10  religious,  that  they  appointed  as  many  fafts  for 
the  mifcarriages  and  misfortunes  that  had  happened  to 
their  nation  before  it,  as  filled  near  the  fourth  part  of 
their  kalendar.     Thofe  who  conjedlure,  that  this  expia-    . 
tion-day  was  ordained  in   memory  of  the   golden  calf, 
limit  the  defign  of  it  too  much,  leeing  it  appears  rather 
inftituted  to  expiate  the  fins  of  the  whole  nation,  both 
public  and  private,  but  more  particularly  thofe  of  the  fore- 
going year. 

It  was  to  begin  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  day  of  the 
•feventh  month,  and  tp  laft  till  the*  evening  of  the  tenth  ; 
during  which  interval  the  Ifraelites  were  obliged  to  ab^- 
ftain  from  all  labour  and  pleafure,  and  to  continue  in  the 
work  of  mortification,  under  the  penalty  of  being  cut  off 
from  among  their  people.    They  were  likewife  to  hold  a 

9  Vide  Levitic,  Maimonidt 
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folcmn  convocation,  to  confefs  their  fins,  an^d  to  offer' SI 
peculiar  facrifice  for  them  by  fire. 

The  high-prieft's  office  on  this  day  was  ftill  more  fo-* 
lemn  and  awful.  It  was  the  only  time  i^  the  whole  year^ 
on  which  he  was  permitted  to  enter  irtto  the  moft  holy 
))lace ;  and  therefore  he  was  obliged  to  prepare  himfelf 
for  this  grand  ceremony  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner.. 
The  Talmud  adds,  that  he  was  to  abftain,  during  feven. 
whole  days,  from  all  matrimonial  commerce,  and  from 
every  thing  that  might  caufe  an  accidental  pollutionr,  and 
thereby  render  him  unfit  for  this  duty ;  fecondly,  his" 
mitre,  breaft-plate,  and  other  prieftly  ornaments,  were  to 
be  fet  afide  on^  that  day,  when  he  appeared  cloathed  ia 
linen  ;  his  garb  confiding  of  a  linen  mitre,  or  cap,  a  coat, 
breeches,  and  girdle.  He  was,  in  the  third  place,  to  of- 
fer, as  foon  as  he  entered  the  holy  place,  a  young  bul- 
'  lock  for  a  fin-oiF(fring,  and  a  ram  for  a  burnt-ofFering,  for 
himfelf  and  his  whole  houfe,  confeffing  his  and  their  fins- 
over  them.  Then  he  was  to  receive  from  fome  of  the 
heads  of  the  aflembly  a  couple  of  kids  for  a  fin-offering,> 
^  and  a  ram  for  a  burnt-offering,,  for  the  whole  congrega- 

tion.    Two  goats  were  fet  before  the  tabernacle,  and  the 
high-prieft  caft  lots  for  them,  which  of  the  two  fhould  be 
facrificed  on  that  day,  2tnd  which  ihould.  be  fent  away. 
This  latter  was   called  hazazd,  or  fcape-goat.    He  then 
'  entered  into  the  holy  of  holies,  with  his  cenfer  in  one 
■hand,  and  a.  large  quantity  of  fine  incenfe  in  the  other^ 
that  the  fmoke  of  it  might -fill  the  place,  fo  as  to  cover  the: 
mercy-feat  from  fight.     As  foon  as  he  had  fet  the  cenfer 
upon  the  altar,  he  cam-e  out,  and  dipped  his  fingers  ii*. 
the  blood  of  the  bullock,  which   he  had  offered  for  him«- 
felf,  and  went  and  fprinkled  it  towards  the  mercy-feat 
eaftward  feven  times.     This  ceremony  being  performed^ 
he  killed  the  goat  for  the  people's  fin-olFering,  and  went 
and  fprinkled  the  mercy-feat  with  the  blood  of  it,  as  he 
had  done  with  that  of  the  bullock  ;  and  by  thefe  afper- 
fions  the  tabernacle  was  purified  from  all  the  pollution  it 
had  contrafted,  by  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  that  finful 
people.     During  all  this  ceremony,  that  is,  till  the   fo- 
lemn  atonement  had  been  made  for  the  fins  of  the  priefts 
and  people,   neither  priefts,  nor  any  perfon,^  were  per- 
mitted to  come,  either  within  the  tabernacle,  or  even  into 
the  courts. 

As  foon  as  thefe  ablutions  were  efided,  and  the  priefts 
and  people  purified,  the  goat,  whofe  lot  it  had  been  to  ef- 
cape,  was  brought  to  the  high-prieft,  who  laid  his  hands 

upon 
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^on  it^  head,  and  confefled  his  own  fins,  and  thofc  of 
the  whole  nation,  in  words  to  this  efFeft  :  "  O  Lord,  thy 
people,  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  have  finned,  have  rebelled 
flgainft  thee  ; — and  now,  O  Lord,  I  befecch  thee,  forgive 
their  fins,  rebellions,  and  backilidings,  by  which  they 
have  offended  thee,  according  as  it  is  written  in  the  law 
4>f  thy  fcrvant  Mofes :  in  that  day  he  fhall  make  ^toue- 
ment'for  you,  he  fhall  cleanfe  you,  and  you  ihall  be 
«lean  from  all  your  fins  before  the  Lord."  The  confef- 
fion  being  ended,  he  delivered  the  -fcape-goat  to  a  man 
appointed  for  the  purpofe,  who  conduced  it  into  a  defeit 
place,  and  there  left  it  to  fhift  for  itfelf.  After  this  ce^ 
remony,  the  high-prieft  waflied  himfelf  all  over,  and 
having  put  on  the  ephod,  mitre,  breaft-plate,  and  his 
other  prieftly  garments,  he  proceeded  to  offer  a  burnt'* 
offering  of  two  rams,  one  for  himfelf«  and  the  other  for 
the  people.  As  for  the  man  that  condufted  the  fcape- 
goat,  he  was  deemed  unclean,  till  he  had  bathed  himfelf^ 
and  waflied  his  cloaths,  as  were  alfo  thofe  who  carried 
away  the  flefli,  blood,  and  entrails  of  the  bullock,  and 
goat  of  the  fin»-offering,  to  be  burned  without  the  camp. 

It  was  likewife  on  this  day,  that  the  high-prieft  entered 
the  moft  holy  place  in  the  greateft  formality,  and  gave  the 
people  the  folemn  bleffing  prefcribed  by  Mofes,  in  which 
he  pronounced  the  myfterious  name  of  God.  Accordi- 
ing  to  the  Jews,  the  uttering  of  that  word  had  been  for-- 
hidden  upon  any  other  occafion,  by  a  particular  law,  ever 
fince  the  ftoning  of  a  notorious  blafphemer..  When  he 
came  out,  he  went  backwards,  keeping  his  face  ftill  to^ 
.wards  the  mercy-feat,  and  bending  towards  the  ground. 
The  refidue  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  prayers,  and  other 
works  of  mortification.  Thefe  ceremonies  being  per- 
formed, the  trumpet  gave  notice  Aat  the  folemnity  was 
ended;- and  then  they  dreffed  themfelves  in  white,  or, 
;at  leaft,  put  on  clean  linen,  and,  after  a'  bleffing,  fat 
down  to  break  their  faft.  They  feldom  failed  making  a 
plentiful  meal,  and  to  rejoice  that  their  fins  were  now 
expiated  ;  but  above  all,  the  high-prieft  expreffed  a  more 
than  ordinary  joy,  that  he  had  gone  through  the  folemn 
and  dangerous  office  of  that  day,  and  was  come  alive  out 
of  the  moft  holy  place  *. 

»  Vide  Levit.  Numb.  Philo  in  Vk.  Mof.  Jofeph.  Talmud^ 
JMiflina.    Trad.  Yoma« 
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Laws  cmarning  other  Expiations  or  Atonements. 

Before  we  leave  this  fubjefk  of  expiation,  it  will  not 
be  amifs  to.  give  an  account  of  fome  others,  which  wera 
enjoined  by  Mofes,  upon  contra£ting  any  legal  impurities, 
fuch  as  thofc  of  a  woman  after  child-birth,  of  a  man  by 
touching  any  unclean  thing,  as  a  dead  body,  or  an  un« 
cl$;an  perfon,  as  a  leper  \  and  fecondly,  by  the  breach  of 
any  one  branch  of  the  law,  whether  knowingly,  or  through 
ignorance.  By  thefe  contingencies,  the  perfons  contraft- 
ed  a  kind  of  legal  defilement,  from  which  they  could  not 
be  cleanfed,  but  by  offering  fucb  facrifices  as  the  hiw  ap- 
pointed ;  and  this  purification  was  to  be  performed  in  the 
following  manner,  The  perfon  who  had  committed  any 
trefpafs,  whether  knowingly  or  ignorantly,  was  to  bring 
his  viftim  or  (in-ofFering  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle. 
This  offering  was  to  be  a  bullock,  or  a  goat,  if  it  was  for 
a  prieft,  and  if  for  a  layman,  a  goat,  fheep,  kid,  or 
lamb ;  if  the  perfon  was  too  poor  to  afford  one  of  thefe, 
then  a  couple  of  pigeons  or  turtle-doves,  or  even  a  fmall 
quantity  of  flour,  was  accepted.  One  or  more  of  thefe,^ 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  trefpafs,  were  brought  to 
t^ie  priefl,  by  the  perfon  to  be  purified,  who  having  con^- 
feffeid  his  fin,  and  laying  his  hand  upon  the  head  of  the 
^  vi£iim«  killed  and  offered  it  up.     The  priefl  then  took 

up  fome  of  the  blood  with  his  fingers,  and  applying  it  to 
the  horns  of  tlie  altar  pf  burnt-offerings,  poured  the  re- 
mainder  at  the  foot  of  it.  He  then  took  the  fat  of  the 
caul,  kidneys,  and  rump,  and  burnt  it  upon  the  altar^ 
and  having  prayed  fpr  the  perfon,  pronounced  him  par<« 
^oned  and  abfolved  from  his  trefpafs.  The  flefh  of  the 
▼idim  thus  offeredi  belonged  to  the  priefl  alone;  and 
none  other  was  allowed  to  ^at  of  it.  This  ceremony  was 
fomewhat  move  folemnly^  performed,  when  the  king, 
))igh-priefl,  or  the  whole  nation  had  committed  ^  trefpafs; 
but  in  the  main  it  was  the  fame. 

For  legal  pollutions,  fuch  as  we  mentioned  above,  there 
was  added  another  ceremony  of  cleanfing,  namely,  the 
afhcs  of  the  red  heifer,  referved  for  that  purpofe.  The 
ceremony  of  killing  and  burning  it,  as  prefcribed  by 
Mofes,  was  after  this  manner :  the  high^prieft  was  to  take 
care  it  was  without  fpot  or  blemifh,  apd  that  it  had  never 
been  yoked.  It  was  to  be  carried  out  of  the  camp,  where 
he  killed  it,  and  made  a  feven-fold  afperfion  of  the  blood 
with  his  fingers  towards  the  fah£luary ;  then  a  large  fire 
Vcing  kindled^  it  was  flung  into  it,  with  its  fkin,  intrails, 

ana 
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aiMl  a  bundle  of  cedar  wood^  hyflbp)  and  fcarlet,  and 
burnt  to  aOies  before  his  face^  he  himfelf  having  helped 
to  caft  her  into  the  fire  in  the  prefence  of  the  people. 
The  afhes  were  then  gathered  and  laid  up  for  ufe,  and  all 
that  had  af&fted  in  this  ceremony  were  unclean  until  eveif* 
ing.  Any  perfon  having  contracted  fuch  pollution,  as 
made  him  unclean  feven  days,  was  to  be  fprinkled  with 
vrater,  in  which  ibme  of  thefe  aihes  had  been  thrown,  .on 
the  third  and  feventh  day,  on  which  lafl  be  was  to"  be 
clean  ;  but  if  he  negle£i:ed  being  fprinkled  on  the  third, 
he  was  not  to  be  clean  till  the  tenth  day.  This  law  was 
fo  fevere  againft  thofe  who  were  polluted  by  the  touch  of  ^ 

a  dead  body,  or  by  coming  into  the  tent  or  room  where  it 
lay,  that  if  they  offered  to  go  to  the  tabernacle,  before 
they  had  been  thus  purified,  they  were  to  be  cut  off,  as 
having  polluted  the  fanAuary.  The  very  veflels  that  were 
in  the  place  uncovered,  as  well  as  the  place  itfelf  where 
the  corpfe  lay,  were  likewife  defiled,  till  fprinkled  with 
this  wafer  of  feparation,  as  it  is  galled  in  the  text.  Some 
affirm,  that  the  heifer,  which  was  burned  by  Eleazar, 
Aaron's  fon,  lafted  from  the  time  of  Mofes  to  the  capti* 
vity;  others  affirm,  that  there  wa«  one  burnt  every  year, 
and  that  fome  of  the  aflies  of  it  were  fent  to  every  city 
and  town  in  Ifrael  ^.  Whether  this  facrifice  was  to 
be  numbered  among  the  burnt-o£Ferings,  which  vircrc 
made  for  the  whole  nation,  is  a  difpute  among  the  learned^ 

both  Jew3  and  Chriftiai};^. 

I 

Laws  conamtng  fome  other  Sacrifices^  and  OblaiimSy  not  nun^ 

tioned  under  the  former  Heads. 

As  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention  the  facrifices  that 
were  enjoined  to  be  offered  upon  every  folemn  feflival, 
under  the  head  of  each,  and  of  thofe  which  were  offered 
by  way  of  expiation  for  fin  \  we  ffiall  no^  mention  a  few 
others  hitherto  undefcribed,  reducible  under  the  feven 
following  heads,  i.  The  daily  facrifice.  2*  The  peace*  ^ 
offerings.  3.  Meat  and  dring-offisrings.  4.  Offerings  for 
cleanfing.     5.  Firft-fruits.     6.  Firft-born.  And,  7.  Tithes. 

The  daily,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the  original,  the  conti- 
nual facrifice,  was  performed  in  this  manner.  A  certain 
quantity  of  incenfe  being  burned  upon  the  golden  altar ; 
the'  priefl  offered  two  lambs  of  the  firfl  year,  without 
blemifh,  as  a  continual  bumt-offisring  for  the  whole  na- 
tion :  thefe  were  burnt  every  morning  and  evening.   They 

^  Numb.  xlXf  per  tot.    Vide  Hicron.  Bpiftt  xxvii. 
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ofFeredy  likewife,  a  certain  quantity  of  wine  and  flour» 
mixed  with  oil,  for  a  meat  and  drink-offering  :  this  was 
called  continual,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  interrupted  bf 
any  other  facrifices  or  folemnity. 

. .  The  peace-offering  was  either  euchariilical,  in  acknow- 
legement  of  fome  mercies  received  from  God  ;  or  fuppli- 
catory,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  bleffings  from  him  ;  or  out 
of  mere  devotion,  in  honour  to  God ;  or,  laftly,  upon 
account  of  fome  vow.  Thefe  were  all  free  and  voluntary, 
there  being  no  law  that  obliged  the  Ifraelites  to  make 
them  'y  except,  where  it  is  faid,  that  they  fhould  not  ap- 
pear empty  before  the  Lord  ;  l^ut  be  liberal  in  thofc  kinda 
of  facrifices,  according  to  their  faculties.  The  votary  was 
to  bring  the  viftim  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  lay  his 
bands  upon  the  head  of  it,  and  kill  it ;  the  prieft  then 
took  fome  of  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  upon  and  round 
the  altar,  and  poured  the  remainder  upon  the  ground. 
All  the  fat  of  the  offering,  the  kidneys,  and  if  it  was  a 
(heep,  or  lamb,  the  rump,  were  burnt  upon  the  altar : 
the  breaft  and  fhoulder  of  the  viftim  were  the  perquifite 
of  the  prieft  in  waiting,  and  the  reft  belonged  to  the 
owner,  who  might  then  drefs  and  eat  it*  as  if  it  had  been 
killed  within  his  own  gates. 

The  meat  and  drink-offerings  we  have  already  mention-^ 
ed  occafionally,  becaufe  they  ufed  to  accompany  the 
burnt-offerings  of  every  feftival,  the  daily,  and  all  other 
facrifices  made  with  fire :  they  confifted  of  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  wine,  oil,  and  fine  flour,  to  every  beaft  that 
was  facrificed. 

Offerings  for  cleanfing  we  have  alfo  fpoken  of  above, 
under  the  head  of  Expiation :  two  more  remain ;  namely,^ 
that  of  two  pigeons,  which  a  woman  was  to  offer  for  her 
purification,  after  child-bed,  in  cafe  fhe  could  not  afford 
a  lamb ;  or,  if  the  pigeons  were  alfb  above  her  circum- 
ftances',  an  handful  of  flour  and  oil :  and  that  of  two 
fparrows,  which  the  leper  offered,  after  his  cure,  for 
cleanfing  himfelf  and  his  houfe.  In  both  thefe  cafes,  one 
of  the  birds  was,  inftead  of  a  lamb,  for  a  burnt-offering ; 
and  the  other  for  a  fin-offering  :  the  firft  bird  was  to  be 
killed  in  a  clean  earthen  veffel,  over  a  running  water ; 
the  prieft  took  the  other  bird,  with  a  bunch  of  cedar- 
wood,  fcarlet,  and  hyffop  ;  then  dipping  them  in  the  blood, 
and  fprinkling  the  perfon  or  houfe  with  it  fevcn  times, 
pronounced  them  .  clean :  the  living  bird  was  let  loofe. 
Some  portion  of  flour  and  oil  was  like  wife  made  into 
cakes,  and  oflfered  up  to  God^  either  pf  barley,  or  wheat- 
flour. 
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flonr>  fome  with  leaven,  which,  confequentl^,  carae  not 
near  the  altar  5  others  without  it ;  all  of  them  feafoned 
with  fait,  tiome  were  voluntary,  others  enjoined  :  fomc 
were  drefled  one  way,  and  fome  another,  according  to 
the  difcretion  or  circumftances  of  the  votary. 

The  next  objeft  under  this  head  is  the  ihew-bread, 
called,  in  the  original,  the  bread  of  faces ^  becaufe  it  was  , 
always  to  (land  before  the  Lord  upon  the  golden  table  in 
the  holy  place.  It  was  to  be  made  of  the  pureft  wheat, 
into  twelve  loaves  or  cakes,  anfwering  to  the  twelve  tribes. 
The  priefts  were  to  take  care  to  bring  frefli  loaves  warm 
every  fabbath-day  in  the^  morning  \  at  which  time  they 
took  away  the  old  bread,  which  was  to  be  eaten  by  nOne 
but  prieils :  each  loaf  was  to  contain  two  tenth-deals,  or 
about  three  wine-pints  of  flour ;  and  they  were  to  be-  fet 
up  in  two  piles,  fix  to  each  pile.  The  Jews  tell  us,  that 
there  were  fome  double  plates  of  gold  between  each  loaf, 
to  give  them  air,  and  prevent  their  growing  mouldy. 
The  loaves  were  without  leaven,  and  perfumed  with  in- 
cenfe  *. 

As  to  the  firft-fruits,  we  have  already  fpoken  of  thofc 
that  were  offered  at  Eafter,  Whitfuntide,  and  the  Feaft 
of  Tabernacles,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation :  but 
every  private  man  was  likewife  obliged  to  bring  the  firft- 
fruits  of  his  fields,  orchards,  and  vine-yards,  to  the  ta- 
bernacle, and  afterwards  to  the  temple,  as  an  acknowlege- 
ment,  that  God  was  the  giver.  Neither  the  time  nor  the 
quantity  being  prefcribed  by  the  written  law,  the  former 
was  left  to  the  conveniency  of  the  people,  and  the  latter  • 

was  determined,  in  fome  fort,  by  their  wife  men,  yet  fo 
as  to  leave  room  for  generofity  to  exert  itfelf,  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  difpofition  of  each  perfon.  Thus  it  was 
agreed,  that  they  ought  to  offer,  at  leaft,  the  fixtieth  part 
of  the  produft  ;  but  fome  offered  the  fiftieth,  and  fome 
even  the  fortieth  part.  After  the  building  of  the  temple, 
they  were  all  obliged  to  bring  them  thither,  and  the  cere- 
mony was  performed  as  follows : 

As  fopn  as  the  perfon  who  came  to  offer  them  had 
reached  the  court  of  the  priefts,  the  Levites  began  to  fing 
the  thirtieth  Pfalm ;  which  being  finifhed,  the  perfon 
made  this  confeffion  :  "  I  do  this  day  make  a  public  ac- 
knowlegement  before  the  Lord  your  God,  that  I  am  entered 
into  the  good  land,  which  be  fware  unto  our  fathers  that 
be  would  giv«  us."    In  fpeaking  thefe  words,  he  took  hi« 

«  £xod.  XXV,  30.    Le?it«  xziv.  5,  &  feq. 
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baflcet  ofF  his  {houlder^  the  prieft  aflifting  him ;  and 
whilft  thefe  two  held  it  up,  he  nurde  an  end  of  his  con- 
feflion,  in  the  remarkable  words  prefcribed  by  MofeSi 
which  the'  reader  may  fee  in  the  margin  (C) ;  which  being 
ended,  the  baiket  was  fet  before  the  Lord  by  the  fide  of 
the  altar,  and  he  offered  the  bumt-ofFering  and  peace- 
ofFering,  which  were  always  to  accompany  the  firft-fruits. 
Having  paid  his  devotions  to  God,  he  went  to  feaft  with 
his  acquaintance,  on  his  fKare  of  the  peace  and  meat-of* 
ferings :  and  on  this  occafion^  he  was  likewife  obliged  to 
impart  fome  portion  of  his  good  cheer  to  the  fatherlefs, 
the  widows,  and  the  Levites :  an  injunftion  the  more 
willingly  obeyed  by  the  rich,  who  facrificed  a  bullock, 
becaufe  they  were  forbid  to  leave  any  fragments  to  the 
next  day. 

With  refpefk  to  the  firft-born,  the  Mofaic  law  makes  a 

'    three-fold  diftinftion ;  namely,  the  firft-bom  of  men,  of 

cattle,  and  of  the  produfl:  of  the  earth  (D).    The  word 


(C)  "  A  Syrian,  ready  to 
perift),  was  my  father,  and  he 
went  down  into  Egypt,  and  fo- 
journed  there  with  a  few,  and 
became  there  a  nation,  great, 
mighty,  and  populous ;  and 
the  Egyptians  did  eviUintreat 
us,  and  afHi£l:ed  us,  and  laid 
upon  us  hard  bondage.  And 
when  we  cried  unto  the  Lord 
God  of  our  fathers,  the  Lord 
heard  our  voice,  and  looked  on 
our  affiidions,.  our  labour,  and 
t>ppref£on.  And  the  Lord 
brought  us  out  of  Egypt  with 
a  mighty  hand,  and  ftretched- 
out  arm,  and  with  great  ter- 
riblenefs,  with  iigns,  and  with 
wonders ;  and  brought  us  into 
this  place,  and  has  given  us  this 
land,  a  land  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey.  And  now,  be- 
hold, I  have  brought  the  iird- 
fruits  of  the  land,  which  thou, 
O  Lord,  haft  given  me." 

(D)  We  muft  remind  our 
Englifh  readers,  that  this  ex- 
pfeilion  has  no  fuch  harihnefs 
m  the  original,  as  it  has  in 


ours,  and  other  languages  ;  be* 
caufe  the  word,  which  in  thefe 
is  rendered  ^r^-3<?r»,  is,  in  the 
original,  becor^  which  properly 
implies,  the  principal^  or  mojt 
excellent  of  every  thing  or  crea<r 
ture,  in  its  kind,  whether  in  4 
good  or  bad  fenfe.  Thus  Gt>4 
exprefles  himfelf  concerning 
David,  '*  I  will  make  him  my 
firft-born,  higher  than  the 
kings  of  the  earth;"  where 
the  word  means  nothing  like 
firft-born,  in  our  acceptation 
of  the  word.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  moft  cruel  death  .is  in 
Job  called,  hecor  maveth^  tht 
firft-born  of  death.  And  Ifaiab 
called  the  pooreft,  or  weakeft 
of  all,  becore  dalllm^  the  firft* 
born  of  the 'Weak,  It  is  there- 
fore probable,  that  this  word 
was  figuratively  applied  to  the 
firft-born,  to  imply  their  ex- 
cellency in  ftrength  and  dig- 
nity, accofding  to  Jacob's  ex- 
prelfion  to  Reuben,  his  eldeft 
fon. 

firfU 


to  the  BahylonijJp  Qaptmiy.  j  ^  9 

JSrft-born  of  the  males,  muft  not  be  reftrained  to  the 
eldeft  fon  ;  for  he  may  be  eldeft,  and  yet  not  firft-born ; 
and  therefbre  Mofes  adds,  **  that  firft  opened  the  womb/' 
So  that  it  was  poflible  among  the  Jews,  where  polygamy, 
and  polygyny  were  allowed,  for  a  man  to  have  feveral 
firft-born,  and  all  to  be  redeemed  at  the  price  of  five 
ihekels,  as  foon  as  they  were  thirty  days  old  ;  at  which 
time  they  were  prefented  to  the  prieft,  and  the  mother  of- 
fered the  facrifice  of  her  purification,  mentioned  in  a  for- 
mer article ;  the  price  being  paid  for  the  child's  redemp- 
tion, he  began  then  to  belong  to  the  parents,  and  not  till 
then  (E).  How  they  redeemed  them  fince  the  deftruftion 
of  the  fecond  temple,  is  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpofe ; 
the  reader  may  fee  it  in  Leo  de  Wodena,  and  other  He- 
brew rabbies  ;  only  we  may  obferve,  that  the  children  of 
the  priefts  iieeded  not  to  be  redeemed,  at  any  time. 

The  firft-bpm  of  clean  beads,  fuch  as  calves,  lambs, 
kids,  and  the  like,  were  alfo  confecrated  to  God ;  but 
with  this  difference,  that  they  could  not  be  redeemed, 
but  were  to  be  brought  to  the  tabernacle,  or  temple,  and 
there  killed:  the  blood  was  poured  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  the  fat  burnt  upon  it,  and  the  refl  of  the  flefh  was 
the  priefl's  perquifite;  with  this  precaution,  however, 
that  if  the  beafl  had  any  natural  or  legal  defefts,  fuch  as 
blindnefs,  lamenefs,  the  want  of  a  limb,  or  other  muti- 
lation, it  was  not  to  be  facrificed :  the  prielt  took  it 
home,  and  there  killed  and  eat  it ;  and  might  invite  his 
friends  to  partake  of  it,  as  of  any  other  common  meat. 
But  if  it  was  an  unclean  beafl,  fuch  as  an  afs  or  a  dog, 
the  owner  was  at  liberty  either  to  redeem  it  with  a.  lamb, 
or  with  five  fhekels  of  money,  or  to  break  its  neck. 

As  to  the  firfl  produfi:  of  the  trees,  all  that  is  meant 
by  it  is,  that  every  new-planted  tree  was  to  be  reckoned 
uncircumcifed,  and  impure,  during  the  firft  three  years, 
when  it  was  not  lawful  to  gather,  much  lefs  to  eat  the 
fruit.  On  the  fourth  year,  all  that  grew  upon  it  was 
the  Lord's,  and  confequently  the  perquifite  of  the  priefts ; 

(E)  According  to  this  law,  is  allowed,  by  all  writers,  to 
we  find  the  Virgin  Mary  re-  have  been  her  firft-born  ;  con- 
deeming  her  child  Jefus :  ne-  cerning  which  queftion,  the 
verthelefs,  it  has  been  much  reader  may  confult,  among 
difputed,  whether  he  was  fub-  others,  the  authors  quoted  in 
jedtothis  or  not,  though  he  the  margin  (1)^ 

(1)  Cyril.  HierofoU  Homil.de  occurC  Dom.  Vid.  Cornel  k  La- 
pid.  pn  Exod.  xiii.  ^  AuA.  ab  ep  ciut*  Origen.  Tertul».  Ambrof. 

A^aimuit* 

from 
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from  whom,  however,  the  owner  might  redeem  it,  if  he 
thought  fit,  by  an  equivalent  \  but,  from  that  time  the 
X)wner  was  at  liberty  to  ufe  it  8. 

The  tithes,  firft-fruits,  and  redemption  of  the  firft-born, 
conftituted  the  mod  conftant  and  confiderable  income  of 
the  prieils  and  Levites,  though  the  firft  is  by  far  the  mofi: 
ancient,  as  we  (hall  fhew  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory.  In 
the  laws  pr-efcribed  by  Mofes,  it  is  ordained,  that  none 
of  the  fiffllings  of  clean  animals  (hould  be  redeemed  at 
^ny  rate,  but  that  they  fhould  be  all  facrificed  to  the  Lord ; 
and  that  the  iirft-fruits  fhould  not  be  bought  off  without 
paying  one  fifth  part  more  than  the  intrinfic  value  **.  We 
need  not  here  obferve  that  they  were  given  Co  them  as  an 
equivalent  for  their  not  having  any  ihare  in  the  divifion  of 
the  land,  nor  any  poiption  nor  inheritance  with  the  reft  of 
the  people. 

The  tithes  were  of  four  forts ;  namely,  i.  Thofe 
ailigned  to  the  tribe  of  Levi,  of  which  (as  they  were  not 
holy  things)  all  that  tribe,  men  and  women,  clean  and 
unclean,  might  eat.  2.  The  tenths  of  thefe  tithes, 
.which  were  aifigned  to  the  priefts,  for  thefe  laft  did  not 
gather  the  tithes  themfelves,  but  that  office  belonged  to 
the  Levites,  who  were  not  to  touch  any  part  of  them  tili 
they  had  paid  that  proportion  to  the  priefts,  and  fent  it  to 
Jerufalem.  3.  After  a  layman  had  paid  his  firft  tithes  to 
th^  Levites,  he  was  obliged  to  fet  afide  a  fecond  tenth, 
'  or  exchange  it  for  an  equivalent  in  money,  with  an  addi^ 
tion  of  a  fifth  part  above  the  value ;  and  this  he  vra$ 
obliged  to  bring  to  Jerufalem,  there  to  make  a  feaft,  and 
invite,  befides  his  friends  and  relations,  the  priefts  and 
Levites.  4.  The  laft  kind  of  tithes,  which  Mofes  ex? 
a£led,  was  to  be  fet  by  every  third  year,  and  confumed 
in  feafts  at  home,  to  which  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  in- 
vite the  Levites,  the  poor,  fatherlefs,  widows,  an4 
ft  rangers  *. 

As  Jerufalem  became  to  the  Jews,  what  the  camp  had 
l)een  during  their  abode  in  the  wildernefs ;  thofe  vi£l:ims, 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  burnt  out  of  the  camp, 
were,  after  the  building  of  the  temple,  burnt  without  the 
walls  of  the  city,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  arifing  fron^ 
the  great  number  of  animals  thus  flaughtered  for  the 
purpofes  of  religion.  ' 

%  Levit.  xix.  23.  ^  Ibid,  xxvii.  30,  &  ftq.  'Deut. 

mix.  sS,  29. 
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Lawi  concerning  Vows. 

Vows  conftituted  a  folemn  part  of   the  Jewifh  wor-   Laws 
fl-ip.     How  foon  they  began  to  be  in  ufe  we  fhall  fee  in   teruini 
JacoVs  vowing  the  tenths  of  all  his  acquifitions,  as   he  **'^^'» 
went  to  Padan-Aram :  however,  we  confine  ourfelves  to 
thofe  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  concerning  which 
that  lawgiver  made  feveral  regulations,  in  order  to  dire£| 
and  eiiforce  the  performance. 

Vows  were  of  a  two-fold  nature  ;  namely  :  fuch  as  de- 
voted the  thing  vowed,  whether  men,  beaft,  money,  or 
any  part  of  a  man's  poffeflion  to  the  fervice  of  God  ; 
and  fuch  as  devoted  them  to  utter  deftru£tion.  Under 
the  firft  head,  perfons,  who  were  fui  juris,  or  their  own. 
mafters,  might  vow  themfelves,  their  children,  or  any 
part  of  their  pofleffions  to  God.  We  fay  fui  juris,  becaufe 
the  vow  of  a  fon  or  daughter,  of  a  wife  or  a  flave,  were 
of  no  farther  force  than  as  they  were  approved,  or'difap- 
proved,  by  thofe  under  whofe  power  they  were.  So  that 
a  parent,  hufband,  or  mailer,  if  he  heard  the  vow,  when 
it  was  made,  or  when  he  came  afterwards  to  be  informed 
of  it,  was  at  liberty  either  to  give  it  a  fanftion  or  difannul 
it ;  in  which  laft  cafe  he  was  obliged  to  fignify  his  diflent 
on  the  fame  day,  according  to  the  text,  or  in  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  Jewifh  doflors. 

Of  perfons  vowing  themfelves  in  this  -fenfe,  we  meet 
with  no  plain  inftance  ;  but  of  their  vowing  their  children, 
we  have,  among  others,  that  of  Samuel,  who  was  dedi- 
cated to  God  by  his  mother's  vow,  ratified  by  her  huf- 
band \  and  he  was  accordingly  confecrated  to  God's  fer- 
vice. However,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  law  of  Mofes  allowed 
of  a  redemption,  or  coitimutation  for  a  fum  of  money, 
which  was  either  greater  or  lefs,  according  to  the  age 
and  fex  of  the  perfon  vowed. 

The  cafe  was  quite  different  with  relpefl:  to  thofe  things   Jnathg* 
which  were  vowed  to  deflruSion,  for  they  could  not  be   *»^* 
redeemed  at  any  rate.     That  which  had  lire  was  to  be  put 
to  death ;  and  that  which  had  not,  was  to  be  deitroyed 
by  fire,  or  fome  other  way  (P). 

What 

(P)  Thus,  for  inflance,  the  he  hadfaved  fome  of  theplun- 

kingdom    of  Arad,   and  the  der  of    that  city  which  was 

cities  of  the  Canaanites,  were  to  have  been   deflroyed.    As 

tinder  the  anathema,  and  more  for  Jephthah's  vow,  it  was  not 

particularly  Jericho;   and  A-  "fexa&ly  of  the  fame  nature  ; 

chan,  and  all  that  he  had,  fell  and  authors  are  much  divided 

under  the  fame  curfe;^  becaufe  about  the  manner  in  which  it 

was 
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»  What  curfe  Jonadab,  the  fon  of  Rechab,  had  laid  upoil 
his  pofterity,  if  they  did  not  obferve.  his  arbitrary  injunjc*^ 
tions  of  abftaining  from  wine,  from  planting,  fowing, 
iand  the  like,  doth  not  appear  5  but  how  ftrift  obfervers 
they  were  of  them,  we  niay  conclude  froin  their  anfwer 
to  Jeremiah,  when  he  invited  them  to  drink  wine  K  We 
fliall  conclude  this  article  with  a  ihort  accoufit  of  the  Na<a- 
zarites,  often  mentioned  in  the  Old  Teftament,  Who  were 
perfons  that  either  dedicated  themfelves,  or  were  dedi- 
cated by  their  parents,  to  the  obfervance  of  the  laws  of 

Naxan'Us,  Nazaritifm.  Thele  were  of  two  forts ;  namely,  fuch  as 
limited  the  obligation  to  fome  (hort  fpace,  as  a  week  or  a 
month;  and  thofe  that  extended  it  the  whole  life,  as 
Samfon  and  Samuel',  who  were  dedicated  by  their  parents. 
All  that  we  find  peculiar  in  their  way  of  life  was,  that 
they  were  to  abftain  from  wine,  and  all  intoxicating 
liquor,  and  to  wear  their  hair  to  its  full  length.  As  for 
thofe  dedicated  in  the  other  way,  they  were  moreover  to 
avoid  all  defilement,  even  that  of  entering  into  a  houfc 
where  a  dead  perfon  was  ;  for  if  they  chanced  to  be  pol- 
luted by  it  before  the  term  was  expired,  they  were  obliged 

®  to  begin  afrefh.     Women,  as  well  as  men,  might  bind 

themfelves  by  this  vow ;  and  after  it  was  accompliflied, 
'  they  prefented  themfelves  to  the  prieft,  who  brought 
them  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  or  tenrple,  where 
they  offered  the  facrifices  prefcribed  by  Mofes  in  fuch 
cafes  I  after  which  ceremony  he  caufed  their  heads  to  be 
ihaved,  and  the  hair  to  be  thrown  into  the  fire  which  was 
under  the  facrifice,  and  then  pronounced  them  abfolved. 

Thofe  who  lived  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  temple, 
that  they  could  not  reach  it  by  the  time  their  vow  was  ex- 
pired, might  fhave  their  heads  at  what  place  focver  they 
found  themfelves,   when  they  fet  by  the  price  of  their 


*  Jcr.  XXXV.  paff. 
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was  fulfilled.  The  Ifraelitcs 
affembled  at  Mizpeh,  vowed 
thofe  to  deflru6lion  that  did 
not  aflifl  in  puniftiing  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  for  their  barbar- 
ous ufagc  of  the  Levite's  con- 
cubine ;  and  Saul  would  have 
facrificed  his  own  fon  Joiui* 
than,  for  ignorantly  incurring 
the  curfe,  which  he  had  laid 


upon  thofe  that  ihould  eat  or 
drink  whilft  he  was  in  purfuic 
of  his  vidory,  had  not  the 
whole  army  flrongly  oppofed 
his  will.  By  all  which  inftances, 
and  many  more  that  could  be 
brought,  it  appears,  that  no- 
thing Icfs  than  death  was  the 
lot  of  the  perfons  devoted  by 
this  kind  ofvow. 

facrifice^ 
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£kcri(ice,  in  order  to  bring  or  fend  it  to  the  temple  by  the 
next  opportunity.  This  was  the  pradlice  of  St.  Paul, 
who  made  his  vow  at  Corinth,  fhaved-  his  head  at  Cen- 
chrea,  and  went,  foon  after,  to  Jerufalem,  to  accomplifii 
it  by  the  ufual  offering  '^. 

Laws  concerning  thi  Priefts^  Levites,  and  Nethinims* 

The  two  laft  particulars  to  be  confidered,  under  this   i^ivs  con* 
head  of  the  worihip  of  God,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,   arning  thg 
the  commands  of  the  firft  table,  are;    i.  The   perfons,  pnep^i^c. 
and   2.   The  things,  which  were  in    a  more    peculiar 
manner  confecrated  to  his  fcrvice.     Of  the  firft  were  the 
priefts,   Levites,    and  Nethinims;    of    the  fecond,  the 
tabernacle,  and  afterwards  the  temple,  with  all  its  pomp- 
ous apparatus.    As  to  the  tribe  of  Levi,  we  fhall  fee,  in  the 
fequel,  how,  and  upon  what   account,  it  was  feparated 
from  the  reft,  and  appointed  to  this  important  office. 

1.  Of  the  Prie/is. 

The  Levitical  tribe  confifted  of  three  main  branches, 
diftinguifhed  by  their  principal  heads,  Gerfhon,  Kohath, 
and  Merari ;  but  the  priefthood  was  given  fojely  to  the 
family  of  Aaron,  which  was  no  more  than  a  fmall  branch 
of  that  of  Kohath,  whilft  all  the  reft  of  it,  even  the  fona 
of  Mofes  himfelf,  as  well  as  the  other  two  branches,  re- 
mained in  the  common  rank  of  Levites,  and  were  only 
admitted  to  the  inferior  fundions  of  the  miniftry. 

At  the  head  of  the  priefthood  was  the  high-prieft,  the 
chief  of  the  Jewiih  church,  and  the  final  judge  of  all  con- 
troverfies,  whether  concerning  religion  or  the  adm in ift ra- 
tion of  common  juftice.  This  laft  province  feems  plainly 
implied  in  tlie  directions  which  Mofes  gives  the  people, 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  priefts  in  all  difficulties  of  that 
nature,  and  to  abide  by  their  determination  under  pain 
of  death  L  However,  in  this  refpcft,  he  afted  rather 
as  a  civil  judge  than  as  high-prieft.  The  fame  office  ex- 
tended to  the  fubaltern  priefts  and  Levites,  who  were 
commonly  admitted  to  fit  in  their  inferior  courts  of  judi- 
cature ;  for  it  is  plain,  that  the  main  end,  ioi  which  they 
were  to  fet  apart,  was,  to  blefs  the  people  in  God's  name, 
and  to  offer  up  incenfe,  and  thofe  Sacrifices  to  him,  that 
were  prefcribcd  by  the  law,  ^xclufive  of  all  other  tribe.s  % 
under  the  fevere  penalties  above  mentioned. 

1^  Ads,  xviii.  iS.  \  Deut.  xvii.  S,  &  feq.  xix.  17.  xxi.  5. 

:nii.  10.  xxxiii.  so.  Ezek.  xliv.s4«  -  f>  Numb.  xiii.  &  al. 
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The  laws  relating  to  the  high-prieft  arc  fuch  as  related, 
I.  To  his  office.  2.  T  ®  his  confecration.  And,  3.  To 
his  drefs.  "    , 

^he  high'  As  to  his  ppntifical  authority,  befides  his  having  it  ia 
frufi'iof'  his  power,  whenever  he  pleafed,  to  perform  any  of  the 
A'-  functions  of  the  inferior  priefts,  and  his  being  alone  pof- 

feffed  of  the  divine  oracle  of  urim  '  and  thummim ;  he 
was  alone  permitted  to  enter  the  holy  of  holies,  and 
pronounce  that  folemn  blcffing,  on  the  day  of  expiation, 
mentioned  tinder  that  head ;  all  which  privileges  were 
confined  to  him,  and  entailed  on  his  fon  and  fuccefibr, 
either  of  his  own  body  or  family.  There  was  fuch  a 
facred  character  inherent  in  his  dignity,  as  obliged  him  to 
the  obfervance  of  feveral  ftru9:  laws,  from  which  the  reft 
of  the  priefts  were  exempt.  It  was  not  lawful  for  him  to 
marry  a  widow,  a  repudiated  woman,  or  an  harlot ;  the 
perfon  whom  he  took  to  his  bed  was  to  be  a  pure  virgin, 
and  one  of  his  own  tribe :  he  was  forbid  to  put  himfelf 
into  mourning  for  the  neareft  relation,  or  to  go  into  any 
houfe  where  a  dead  body  was  ^ :  he  was  farther  obliged  to 
abftain  from  matrimonial  commerce  during  thofe  feftivals 
in  which  he  was  to  officiate,  and  alfo  from  all  food,  and 
other  circumilances,  which  might  occafion  any  defile* 
ment.  Befides  all  thefe,  he  was,  in  common  with  other 
priefts,  to  be  free  from  all  natural  defeats  mentioned  by 
Mofes ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  was  to  be  neither  blind,  lame, 
maimed,  crooked,  or  a  dwarf  5  he  was  to  have  neither 
fcurvy,  itch,  nor  any  difeafe  in  his  Ikin,  or  defeft  in  any 
of  his  limbs  :  as  many  as  had  any  one  of  thefe  blemifhes, 
were  abfolutely  excluded  from  all  prieftly  fun£lions,  and 
from  entering  into  the  fan£buary  and  oficring  the  ihew« 
bread,  only  they  were  allowed  to  live  upon  a  portion  of 
the  offerings. 
Confiera^  The  ceremony  of  his  confecration  was  performed  by 
tton*  Mofes,  upon  his  brother  Aaron,  with  a  folemnity  an- 

fwerable  to  the  facred  nature  of  his  office. 

At  the  firft  inftitution,  Aaron  and  his  fons  were  con* 
fecrated  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame  ceremo- 
nies, though  the  fons  were  to  continue  ftill  in  the  rank  of 
common  priefts.  This  may  be  the  reafon,  why  Eleazar  is 
afterwards  faid  to  have  been  inftalled  into  the  high-prieft- 
hood,  by  the  fole  inveftiture  of  his  father's  garments, 
without  any  other  ceremony ;  from  which  circumftance 
feveral  commentators  have  concluded,  that  the  reft  were 

^  Levitic.  xxi.  zo,  &  feq. 

not 
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not  to  be  ufed  at  the  inftallation  of  any  new  high-prieft. 
It  is  true,  we  can  offer  nothing  conclufive  out  of  the  Mo- 
feic  text,  to  confute  that  notion  5  yet,  if  we  believe  the 
ancient  Jews,  who  may  be  properly  enough  looked  upon 
as  the  beft  judges,,  they  will  tejl  us,  that  the  undion  did 
always  accompany  the  inveftiture  till  the  deftruftion  of 
the  firft  temple,  when  Jofiah  depofited  the  facrcd  oil  in 
fo  fecret  a  place  that  it  could  never  be  found  out  after 
tjieir  return  from  the  Babylonifli  captivity  5  from  which  ' 
time  they  began  to  content  themfelves  with  the  bare  in- 
teftiture,  without  the  unftion.  However  that  be,  it 
feems  rcafonable  to  think,  that  Mofes  confecrated  Aaron's 
two  fons,  Eleazar  and  Ithamar,  at  that  grand  ceremohy, 
ds  the  two  branches,  to  which  the  high-pritfthood  was 
confined  5    as  he  confecrated,  at  the  fame  time,  all  ^he 

!)rieftly  garments,  the  tabernacle,  and  all  the  facred  uten- 
jls  of  it,  which  were  to  be  entirely  dedicated  to  the  fer- 
▼ice  of  God  **. 

The  veftments  of  the  high-prieft  confifted  of^fcarlet,  Hisdrtfs, 
purple,  filk,  and  fine  linen,  adorned  with  gold,  filver, 
and  grecious  ftones ;  but  a$  to  the  fafhion  of  them,  all 
that  has  been  advanced  about  it,  is  mere  conjefture  ;  be- 
eatife  Mofes  is  filent  on  this  fubjedl.  Jofephus  has,  in- 
deed, been  more  particular,  in  this  refpeft  5  but  he  de- 
fcribed  them,  as  they  were  worn  in  his  time ;  and  how- 
far  the  fafhion  of  them  might  have  altered,  during  fo 
long  a  fpace,  and  fuch  a  variety  of  circumftances  as  the 
Jewifh  commonwealth  underwent,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs. 
The  rabbies  vary  greatly  from  him,  in  their  defcription  of 
diem  ;  and  St.  Jerom  both  from  him  and  them  (T). 

What    * 

d  Vide  Selden  de  Succeflione  ad  Pontificat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  9.    Baf- 
nag.  Rep.  Heb.  torn.  I.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.    Levit.  viii.  10,  &  feq. 


(T)    They    were    of    two 

ibrts,  one  made  of  liHen,  and 

common   to  him   and  all  the 

other    prieils;    if    there  was 

any  dineTence  between  them, 

it  was,    that  the  former  was 

made  of  a    finer    linen,    and 

Woven    in  '  a  richer    manner. 

Thofe  he  i&^fuppofed  to  have 

worn  when   he  went  into  the 

holy  of  holies,    confifted  of 

the    mitre    or    turban,    long 

robe,  or  veil,  the  draw'ers  and 

Vol.  IL 


girdle ;  the  others  peculiar  to 
him,  which  he  wore  upon  all 
folemh  days  and  occafions,  were 
fo  rich  and  magnificent,  that 
the  Jews  called  them  hrgde  za^ 
hah^  tvefluresofgoUy  and  Mofes 
ftyl6s  them  the  glory  and  orna- 
ment of  Aaron.  The  firft  was 
a  blue  or  purple  robe  which  he 
put  over  bis  linen  reft;  this 
garment  had  no  fleeves,  nor 
any  ieam,  according  to  Jo* 
fephus,  being  woven,  from 
L  top 
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What  the  oracle  of  urim  and  thummim  confifted  in, 
and  how  it  was  confulted,  fliall  be  fhewn  ift  a  more  pro- 
per place  J  and,  as  to  its  form  and  fliape  (U)  we  are  left 
^  fo 


top  to  bottom,  with  a  flit  to 
put  his  head  through.  The 
border  of  it,  which  reached 
almoft  to  his'  ankles,  was  trim- 
med with  a  rich  fringe,  to 
which  were  interchangeably 
hung  little  bells  and  pomegra- 
nates, curiouily  wrought  in 
pure  gold,  at  equal  diilances 
one  from  another,  that  by  their 
rinkling,  his  approach  might 
be  the  more  eafily  dilTinguifh- 
ed;  this  veft  was  tied  round 
with  a  rich  girdle,  which  went 
twice,  about  his  body,  and 
hung  dc^i'n  a  convenient  length 

before  him. 

Over  this  veft  was  a  third, 
called  the  ephod,  curiouily 
wrought  with  gold,  and  other 
variegated  embroidery,  not  un- 
like a  (hort  coat,  about  two 
feet  in  length  ;  on  the  top  of 
it,  on  each  fide,  were  two 
fhoulder-pieces,  to  which  were 
fattened  two  precious  Hones, 
fet  in  gold,  on  which  were  en- 
graven, the  names  of  the 
twelve  tribes,  fix  upon  each 
flone,  that  he  might  always 
have  before  his  eyes,  thofe 
that  were  committed  to  his  paf- 
toral  care :  upon  the  breaft  of 
it,  was  a  vacancy  of  about  half 
a  cubit  in  length,  and  a  pro- 
portionable breadth,  on  which 
the  breaft-plate  was  to  be  faf- 
tened  ;  this  was  a  folded  piece 
of  the  fame  rich  en[ibroidered 
tiiTue,  on  which  were  fet 
twelve  precious  ftones  in  gold, 
on  each  of  which  was  engra- 
yen  the  name  of  one  of  the 


tribes ;  thefe  were  fet  in  four 
rows,  three  in  each  row ;  and 
the  whole  was  fattened  at  the 
four  cornets,  thofe  at  the  top 
to  each  (houlder-piece  by  a 
golden  hook,  or  ring,  at  the 
end  of  a  wreathed  chain  ;  and 
thofe  below  to  the  girdle  of  the 
ephod,  by  two  blue  ftrings,  or 
ribbands,  which  had  likewife 
two  rings  and  hooks ;  fo  that 
the  whole  might  be  tied  faft  to 
the  garment,  without  danger  of 
falling  off;  for  thefe  were  never 
to  be  fevered.  The  Jews  tell 
us,  that  if  the  high-prieft  did, 
at  any  time,  either  through 
inadvertency,  orwilfulljr,  put 
on  one  without  the  other,  he 
was  to  be  punifhed  for  it :  this 
ornament  is  therefore  called  the 
memorial,  to  put  him  in  mind, 
how  dear  thofe  tribes  ought  to 
be  to  him,  whofe  names  he 
wore  over  his  breaft :  it  is  alfo 
called  the  breaft-plate  of  judg- 
ment, becaufe  it  had  the  divine 
oracle  faftened  to  it;  at  leaf^ 
the  far  greateft  part  of  inter- 
preters have  fo  underftood  the 
commands  of  God  to  Mofes  of 
putting  the  urim  and  thum- 
mim to  the  breaft-plate. 

(U)  The  ftones  of  the 
breaft-plate  were  divided  from 
each  other  by  the  golden  par- 
titions into  which  they  werp 
fet,  and  were  ranged  in  the  fol- 
lowing order;  to  which  we 
have  added  their  Hebrew 
names,  together  with  the  tribe 
that  was  engraven  upon  each 
of  them  (i). 


(i)  VidcExod.  xxviii.  17,  &  fcq. 


I.  Odem. 


to  the  ^abylonifh  Captivity.  147 

fe  much  in  the  dark,  that  it  would  require  a  new  uriM 
and  thummim  to  explain  it ;  becaufe  Mofcs  has  not  given 
us  any  hint  ;ibout  the  matter.     Some  ancients  thought 
there  was  a  thirteenth  ftone  in  the  breaft-plate,  whofe  ex- 
traordinary luftre  and  beauty,  above  the  reft,  did  fignify 
to  the  hign-prieft  God's  approbation  or  diflike  of  the  thing 
enquired  about  *.     And  though  St.  Auftin   has   plainly 
proved,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  foundation  for  fuch 
a  fupernumerary  ftone,  fome  modems  have  not  fcrupled 
to  add  another,  in  order  to  anfwer  the  two  names  of  urim 
and  thummim.     An  ancient  father,  who  is  followed  by  a 
great  many  moderns,  thinks,  that  thefe  two  words  were 
cither  engraven  on  a  plate  of  gold,  and  fixed  to  a  breaft- 
plate,  or  embroidered,  in  raifed  work  upon  it  **.    Moft  of 
the  Jews  believe,   it  was  the  tetra  grammaton,  written 
upon  a,  plate  of  gold,  or  fome  other  way  fixed  to  the 
breaft-plate  ;  and  Le  Clerc  imagined  that  urim  and  thum-- 
mim  were  the  names  of  two  kinds  of  precious  ftones,  fet 
in  a  gold  chain,  or  collar,   hung  about  the  high-prieft's 
neck,  in  imitation  of  the  Egyptians,  whofe  chief  magit  - 
trate  wore  a  gold  chain,  at  the  end  of  which  hung  the  fi- 
gures of  Juftice  and  Truth,  engraven  on  fome  precious 
ftone.      Spencer,    after  de  Caftro,    believed,    that  the 
breaft-plate  had  two  little  golden  figures,   inclofed  in  a 
kind  of  purfe,  which  gave  anfwers  viva  voce  to  the  quef- 
tions  of  the  high-prieft  ^ :  for  this  notion  he  quotes  St,  Je- 
rom,    and*  Ccderenus,  among  the  ancients ;  Cornelius  a 
Lapide,    and  Ludovicus  de  Dieu,  amongft  the  moderns, 
with  fome  Jewifli  writers  \  but  Pococke  has  condemned 
this  as  abfurd  and  impious.     Philo   feems  to  hint  fome- 
thing  like  it,  only  with  this  difierence,  that  he  fays  thofe 
two  figures,  or  virtues,,  namely,  Manifeftation  and  Truth, 
were  only  embroidered  upon  it ;  and  it  muft  be  owned, 
that,   if  there  were  any  fuch  figures,  or  fymbols,  it  is 
more  reafonable  to  fuppofe  them,  with  him,  to  have  been 

a  Epiphan.  Tra6t.  de  xii.  Gemmis.  b  Cyril.  Expofit* 

Symbol.  «  Spencer  Differt.  deUr.  &  T hum. 

i.Odem.      Sardius.   Reuben.  7.Le(hem.      Ligure.  Gad. 

2.Phiterah.  Topaz.     Simeon.  8.  Shebo.         Agate.    Aftier. 

j.Barketh.  Carbuncle.  Levi.  Q.Achlamah.  Amethyft.    Iflk- 
4,Nophek.  Emerald.  Judah.  char, 

5.Saphur.     Saphire.  Dan.  10.  TarOiifh.  BeryU  Zebulun. 

6,Jahalom.  Diamond,   Naph-  ii.Shohem.  Onyx.  Jofeph. 

tali*  1 2.  Yafhphe*  Jafper-  Benjamin* 

L  7,  only 
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only  embroidered,  than,   with  Spencer,  that  they  we^rc 
real  figures,  whether  caft  or  carved ;  bccaufe  this  latter 
feems  alfo  contrary  to   the   prohibition    in  the  fecond 
commandment.     But  we  fee  ho  need  of  fuppofing  fuch 
figures,  upon  the  authority  of  cither ;  becaufc  Jofq;>hus, 
'     who  was  alfo  a  prieft,  and  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to 
have  been  as  well  acquainted  with  it  as  Philo,  doth  not 
fo  much  as  hint  any  thing  like  fuch  figures ;  but  makes 
the  oracle  to  confift  in  the  fupernatural  brightnefs  of  the 
twelve  ftones  at  the  time  of  enquiring.     The  moft  rca- 
fonable  opinion  feems  to  be  that  of  Hottinger,  who  thinks^  .. 
that  when  Mofes  is  commanded  to  put  into  the  breaft- 
plate,  the  urim  and  thummim,  which  words  fignify  light 
and  perfe5iion,   in   the  plural;    it  means  only,    that  he 
fliquld  make  choice  of  the  moft  perfeft  fet  of  ftones,  aiid 
have  them  poliflaed,  fo  as  to  give  the  moft  confummate 
luftre.     And  this  opinion  feems  moft  agreeable  to  what 
Jofephus  and  Maimonides  faid  of  it,  except  the  miracu- 
lous luftre,  which  the  former  attributes  to  them,  in  drder 
to  account  for  the  oracle. 

The  laft  garment,  peculiar  to  the  high-prieft,  was  his 
mitre,  or  bonnet.  Whether,  and  how  far,  it  differed  in 
fafhion  from  that  of  the  common  priefts,  Mofes  doth  not 
tell  us,  neither  is  it  eafy  to  guefs ;  though  their  being 
called  by  different  names,  and  made,  at  leaft  of  different 
kinds  of  linen,  inclines  us  to  think,  that  there  was  fomc 
confiderable  difference  between  them,  if  not  in  fliape,  yet 
in  beauty  and  richnefs  (X).  However,  the  pontifical 
mitre  was  remarkably  diftinguiihed  from  the  common 

bonnet 

(X)  All  that  we  can  learn  fine  blue  or  purple,  having  a 

from    Jofephus,     St.  Jerom,  triple  crown  of  gold  about  it, 

Maimonides,  and  others,   con-  and  that  on  the  top  ;  juft  in  the 

earning  this  ornament,  is,  that  middle,  it  had  a  kind  of  golden 

it  was  a  kind  of  cap  not  unlike  cup  turned  upwards,  refemb- 

an  hemifphere,    which,    con-  ling  the  bud  of  a  plapt,  which 

fequently,  did  n6t  come  down  he  is  'there  very  particular  in 

lower  than  the  ears,  and  was  defcribing.'    The  Jewifh  priefts 

wrapped    feveral  times  about  carefully  tied  their  bonnets  on  . 

with  a  piece  of  fine  cotton,  or  their  heads,    becaufe    it    was 

linen,  of  a  confiderable  length,  deemed   indecent     to    appear 

and  tied  behind  the  head  with  bare-headed.  On  the  contrary, 

a  blue  ribband,    or  ftring,  to  the  greateft  token   of  refpetSt 

prevent  its  falling  off.     Jofe-  ^with  them  was,   to   be  bare- 

fephus  adds,   that   the  mitre  foot;    and  this  is  the  reafon 

was  covered  lyith  another  Sii  why  we  find  no  mention  of 

ihoes 
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IxHinet  by  the  golden  plate,  on  which  were  engraven  ix\ 
Hebrew,  the  words  "  Holinefs  to  the  Lord.*'  This  plate 
18  alfo  called  in  fome  other  places,  a  crown,  and  was  faf- 
tcned  to  the  fore-part  of  the  mitre  by  two  blue  ribbands, 
or  firings. 

Laws  concerning  the  Prlejis, 

We  have  already  taken  notice,  that  thefe  were  de-  j^^ws  con^ 
fcended  from  Aaron,  the  firft  high-prieft,  by  his  two  fons  ceming 
Eleazar  and  Ithamar.  Mofes,  indeed,  mentions  only  priffii* 
thefe  two,  as  being  the  heads  of  the  two  main  branches 
of  the  priefthood ;  but  it  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  from 
thence,  that  they  were  the  only  two  that  officiated  under 
their  father ;  for  we  find,  that  rhinehas  was  already  come 
to  years  of  manhood,  by  that  zeal,  A^hich  he  ihewed 
againft  the  Midianitifh  defe£bion ;  and  probably  there 
were  more  of  age  fufficient  to  perform  the  prieftly  func- 
tions. Thefe*  being  fubordinate  to  the  bigh-prieil,  and 
of  a  rank  and  office  fuperior  to  the  Levites,  may  be  con- 
fidered  in  a  three-fold  view;  namely,  with  regard  to  their 
confecration,  office,  and  drefs.  But  of  thefe  we  (hall  not 
need  to  fay  much ;  becaufe  there  was  nothing  of  pomp 
or  folemnity  ufedin  any  of  them. 

Their  confecration,  if  we  except  that  of  the  fons  of  ^TheW  eott* 
Aaron,  which  we  mentioned  in  a  former  article,  was  fectation. 
performed  with  little  or  no  ceremony.  They  were  firft 
carefully  examined,  whether  they  were  free  from  all  na- 
tural defefts  and  impurities,  and  if  fo,  they  were  intro- 
duced into  the  court  of  the  tabernacle  or  temple,  where 
they  wafhed  themfelves  with  pure  water,  preferved  there 
for  that  purpofe ;  then  being  cloathed  in  their  prieftly  ha- 
bit, they  were  brought  to  the  high-prieft,  who  prefented 
them  to  the  Lord ;  and  after  the  ufual  facrifices  prefcrib- 
ed  by  Mofes,  that  pontiff,  or  the  prieft  in  waiting,  fanc- 
tlfied  them,  or  as  the  original  imports,  filled  their  hands  ; 
by  which  expreffion  is  underftood,  their  being  immedi- 
ately fet  about  fome  branch  of  the  prieftly  funfiion. 

flioes  orfandals    among    the  though  but  a  ftraw,  between 

prieftly  robes,  they  being  all  their  feet  and  the  ground,  they 

obliged  to  perform  their  office  were  obliged  to  remove  it,  or 

bare-foot ;    in   this  particular  elfe  their  miniftry  was  efteem- 

they  were  fo  fcrupulous,  that  ed  null  (9). 
if  they  perceived  any  thing, 

(9]  Vide  Jofeph.  &  Maimonid. 

L  3  Their 
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Their  office,  which  was  fcverally  determined  by  lott 
cad  at  their  iiHl  coming  into  waitings  was,  either  to  bum 
inceufe,  morning  and  evening  in  the  holy  place,  or  to  of-< 
fer  up  the  daily  lacrifice ;  to  kill,  drefs,  and  offer  up  the 
Q3^  vi£bims  proper  for  the  day ;  to  pour  the  blood  at  the  foot 

of  the  altar ;  to  keep  up  a  continual  fire  on  the  altar  of 
burnt-ofierings ;  tp  light  the  lamps  ^  and  to  make  apd 
offer  the  £hew-bread»upon  the  golden  table.  Their  time 
of  waiting,  was  weekly  from  fabbath  to  fabbath,  and  quar-r 
terly,  according  to  their  claffes  :  the  age  at  which  they 
were  to  begin  to  miniftcr,  was  fixed  by  Mofes  at  about 
twenty-five,  or  thirty  years,  and  ended  about  fifty  •  ;  but 
in  David's  time  they  were  made  to  ferve  from  the  age  of 
twenty  **.  Thofe  whom  either  age  or  infirmity  difabled 
from  miniftering,  were  maintained  by  the  offerings  of  the 
altar  and  other  perquifites  of  the  priefthood ;  and  any 
Levite,  that  willingly  offered  himfelf  to  ferve  in  the 
temple  all  his  days,  was  admitted  to  the  like  mainte- 
^  nance  ^  (E). 

In 

«  Numb.  iv.  3.  v)ii.  h-  ^  <  Chron.  xxiii.  24.  %  Chron* 

xxxi.  17.  ^  Deut.  xviii.  6. 

(E)   Some  other  important  the  firft  fort  were  thofe  which 

parts  of  the  prieftly  office  were,  forbad  them  to*  make   ufe  of 

the  inftru£llon  of  the  peojple,  any  Grange  fire,   of  drinking 

judging  of  controverfies,  or  le-  wine  or  any  intoxicating  li- 

profy,    and   other  pollutions,  quors,  when  they  came  to  mi- 

caufes  of  divorce,  and  the  ufe  niiler.      They  were    likewife 

of  the  waters  of  jealoufy,   of  forbid  to  begin  any  facerdotal 

vows,  and  of  the  fitncfs  or  un-  function,    till  they    had    firft 

fitnefsof  vidims;  blowing  the  waftied  their  hands  and  feet. 

trumpets,  in  order  to  proclaim  The  implicit  injunctions  were, 

the  fabbath,  and  folemn  feails;  not  to  appear  in  the  miniftry 

thecallingof  affemblies ;  found-  without  their  prieftly  garments, 

ing  to  war;    encouraging  the  orwithany  rent  in  their  cloaths, 

combatants;  and  others  of  the  becaufe  they  were  tokens  of 

like  nature,  which  have  been  mournirig,  or  with  their  hair 

occafionally  fpoken  of  already,  grown  to  too  great  a  length, 

,  But  the  moft.facred  part  of  their  or  their  heads  uncovered.     To 

fundion  was,   the  bearing  of  thefetheTalmudifts  have  added 

the  ark,  preferving  the  volumes  fome  others,    fuch  as   fitting 

of  tfie  law,   and   bleffing  the  down,   whilft  they  performed 

people  in  God's  name.    There  any  part  of  their  office  ;  mak- 

were  likewife  fome  fevere  in-  ing  ufe  of  the  left  hand  in ftead 

hibitions  relating  to  their  of-  ofthe  right  (becaufe  Aaron  and 

fice,  fome  of  which  were  ex-  his  fons  had  tteir  right  ears, 

plicit,  aijd  fome  implicit.    Of  thumbs,  and  great  toes,  fanffir 


\ 
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In  David^s  time,  the  two  families  of  Eleazar  and  Itha- 
mar,  were,  for  better  order's  fake,  diftinguifhed  into  twen- 
ty-foHf  clafles,  according  to  the  number  of  each  family  5 
fo  that  the  former  being  the  more  numerous,  was  divided 
into  Jixteen,  and  the  latter  into  eight  clafles.  Thefe  took 
their  turns  in  the  miniftry,  according  as  it  was  afligned  to 
them  by  lot,  which  was  commonly  caft  before  the  king, 
high-prieft,  and  other  perfons  cif  diftinftion,  to  avoid 
fraud  and  confufion.  All  that  we  (hall  add,  is,  that  thefe 
clafles  took  their  names  from  their  heads  or  chiefs,  and 
continued  to  be  called  by  them  to  the  end  of  that  common- 
wealth ;  and  from  this  the  heads  of  each  clafs  came  af- 
tei  wards  to  be  called  chief-priefts. 

Laws  concerning  the  Levites. 

Thefe  related  either  to  their  office,  or  to  their  privi-  Levites. 
leges  and  income  ;  for  as  to  their  defcent,  the  choice  of 
their  tribe,  and  their  confecration,  we  have  had  already 
occafion  to  mention  all  that  is  material :   only  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  laflt  of  thefe,  it  is  obfervable,  that  this  cere- 
mony was  begun  with  fprinkling  them  with  the  water  of 
feparation,  ufed  for  purifying  thofe,  who  had  contradled 
any  legal  impurity,  with  fliaving  their  whole  body,  and 
wafhing  all  their  cloaths,  before  they  were  prefented  by  ^ 
the  people  to  the  high-prieft  (F).     A$  for  their  drefs,  it   <rheir  con- 
was  the  fam^  with  that  of  the  reA  of  tlae  Ifraelites.  fecration 

The  t^d  drefs. 


ficd  by  the  blood  of  the  vic- 
tims), and  others  of  lefs  con- 
fcquence  (1). 

(F)  After  David  had  once 
fixed  the  ark  at  Jerufalem,  by 
which  time  they  were  beconie 
very  numerous,  he  made  feve- 
ral  necefliiry  regulations  con- 
cerning their  different  employ- 
ments, which  continued  till  the 
diiTolution  of  the  Jewifli  polity. 
We  have  feen  above,  that  they 
were  diftinguifhed  into  three 
families,  namely,  Gerfhon, 
Kohath,  and  Merari.    I'oeach 


of  thefe,  which  he  alfo  fubdi- 
vided  into  twenty-four  clafles, 
which  were  to  fucceed  one  an- 
other weekly  in  their  turns,  he 
appointed  their  feveral  func- 
tions :  to  one  he  ^iligned  the 
aflifiing  the  priefts  at  the  taber- 
naple,  preparing  flour,  cakes, 
wine,  and  oil,  for  the  facrifices^ 
and  all  other  fervices  of  that 
kind.  The  fecond  was  ap- 
pointed to  fing  and  play  on 
mufical  inftruments,.  at  proper 
periods  of  the  divine  fervice  ; 
and  the  third  to  keep  a  Qonftant 


(0  Lcvit.  X.  II.  Malach.  ii.  7.  Deut.  xvii.  8,  &  feq.  xix.  17. 
&  alib.  Numb.  v.  i»,  &  Icq.  Exod.  xxx.  21.  Maimon.  Biath. 
Hammikdaih. 

L  4  guard 
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The  fingers  king  Solomon  diftinguiflied  from  their  bre- 
thren, by  their  being  allowed  to  wear  a  linen  kind  o£ 
robe,  or  furplice,  when  they  were  upon  duty  ^  ;  but  the 
reft  did  not  obtain  that  privilege,  till  the  reign  of  king 
Agrippa,  about  the  year  of  Chrift  6%,  and  about  fix 
years  before  the  deftru£^ipn  of  the  laft  temple.  Jofephus^ 
adds  %  that  the  priefts  highly  refented  it ;  and  obferves, 
that  fuch  innovations  feldom  paifed  unpunifhed.  It  i^ 
true,  he  calls  them  fingers ;  but  it  is  plain,  he  muft  have 
been  either  miftaken  or  mifcopied ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe» 
'  that  he  there  fpeaks  of  a  particular  garment,  to  be  worn 
by  them  at  all  times,  as  well  as  at  divine  fervice. 
neir  r/-  With  refpeft  to  their  revenues,  we  have  chofen  to  fpeak 

viMuei,  jointly  of  thofe  of  the  priefts  and  Levites,  becaufe  they 
were  intermixed  together,  atJeaft  in  their  main  branches, 
thofe  of  the  tythes,  cities,  and  fome  other  perquifites. 
As  for  what  either  of  them  had  in  particular,  it  is  fcarce 
worth  mentioning.  The  Levites  were  excluded,  by  aQ 
exprefs  law  of  Deuteronomy,  from  having  any  fliare  in 
the  divifion  of  the  land  \  and  had  their  portion  affigned 
them  out  of  the  tythes,  oflfer.ings  of  the  altar,  and  the  re- 
demption of  the  firft-born  of  the  Ifraelites,  in  whofe 
ftead  they  were  fubftituled :  but  as  it  was  neceffary,  that 
they  ihould  have  fome  certain  places  of  abode,  as  foon  as 
.  they  arrived  in  the  plain  of  Moab,  over-againft  Jericho, 
forty- eight  cities  were  affigned  them,  thirteen  of  which 
were  to  belong  to  the  priefts,  and  the  other  thirty-five  to 
the  reft  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  The  only  difference  between 
them  was,  that  the  cities  of  the  priefts  were,  for  the  mofl: 
part,  of  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  confe- 
quently  nearer  to  Jerufalem ;  whereas  thofe  of  the  Le- 
.  vites  were  diftributed  by  lot,  out  of  all  the  other  tribes  on 
either  fide  Jordan,    With  cefpeft  to  this  privilege^  which 

^  %  Cbron.  v.  la.        c  Ant.  lib.  xx.  cap.  S. 

guard   about    the   tabernacle,  piety,  to  teach  and  breed  up 

and  afterwards  about  the  tem-  the  younger  Levites,  either  to 

pie.     Over  thefe  clafles  he  ap-  the  minifrry,   or    to  expound 

pointed    from    among    then),  the  law  to  the  people ;   befides 

proper  officers  and  overfeers  of  thofe  whom  he  appointed  to 

Ibveral  ranks,  according  to  their  affift  at  the  courts  ox  judicature 

merit  or  capacities.    He  chofe  of  every  city  (z). 
liKewife  men  of  learning  and 

(t)  Vide  Obad.  Bartenor,  Tradt.  Cholin.  lib.  1.  fca.  6. 

fome 
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fomc  authof s  extend  no'  further  than  the  bai:«  tQJoyment 
of  their  revenues,  we  may  obferve,  that  they  had  power 
to  fell  or  mortgage  them,  as  well  as  the  other  tribes ;  o^ily 
with  this  advantageous  difference  on  their  fid^,  that  they 
inigbt  redeem  them  at  any  time,  if  they  were  able  i  and  if 
i^Qt,  they  reverted  to  them  on  the  year  of  jubilee  j  where- 
as thofe  alienated  houiea  of  the  laity,  which  ftood  in 
walled  cities,  if  not  redeemed  within  the  year,  were  irre* 
coverabiy  loft,  tq  the  6rft  owner  \    . 

Laws  con^rniug  the  Six  Cities  ff  Rtfugi* 

Thefe  were  chofen  out  of  thofe  forty-two,  which  had  Cttia  rf 
been  affigned  to-  the  tribe  of  Levi  **.  They  differed  from  rtfi^i* 
the  afyla  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  that  they  were 
defigned  to  protect  innocent  perfons  only  from  the  rigour 
of  the  law,  in  cafes  of  involuntary  homicide,  whereas 
theirs  equally  fheltered  the  guilty  and  innocent.  There  is 
an  exprefs  command  in  Exodus  with  relation  to  wilful 
murder,  that  the  guilty  perfon  ihall  be  torn  even  from 
God'6  altar  to  be  put  to  death  " ;  firom  v^rhich  expreffion, 
one  may  naturally  infer,  that  the  tabernacle  was  a  fanc^ 
tuary  to  the  innocent,  not  only  during  their  wandering  in 
the  wildernefs,  but  all  the  time  of  their  abode  in  the  land 
of  Canaan  ;  at  leaft,  the  inftance  of  Joab's  taking  refuge 
there,  feems  to  imply  as  much,  though  his  crime  exclud- 
ed him  from  the  benefit  of  it  ^  And  indeed,  fo  fevere 
were  the  Jewifh  laws  againft  murder,  that  if  it  was  even 
committed  in  a  fray,  in  correfHng  a  fervant,  or  in  fome 
ot^er  cafe$,  which  our  inilder  laws  call  chance-medley^  - 
the  guilty  perfon  could  not  pafs  unpunifhed.  Where  the 
fa£t  was  accidental  ^nd  involuntary,  the  homicide  was 
condemned  to  a  kind  of  banifliment,  till  the  death  of  the 
high-prieft  for  the  time  being  \  infomuch  that  if  he  ven« 
tured  out  of  the  limits  of  the  city,  it  was  lawful  for  any  re- 
lation of  the  deceafed,  either  to  kill  him,  or  to  have  him 
put  to  death  by  the  hand  of  juftice. 

Thefe  cities  were  not  only  for  the  Ifraelites,  but  for  all 
ftrangers  that  either  lived  among  thein,  or  came  occafion- 
ally.  The  Jews  indeed  confine  the  benefit  to  thofe  that 
were  profelytes  to  their  religion* 

How,  wnere,  and  by  wnom,  the  examination  of  the 
man-ilayer  was  made,  in  order  to  his  being  admitted  to, 
9r  excluded,  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  refuge ;  that  is, 

<  Ltvit.  XXV.  •9,  k  ieqq.  '  Numb.  xxxv.  €^  *  Exod.  xxt. 
^  '  {  Kings  )i.  ft(« 

whether 
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whether  by  the  next  judges  of  the  place  where  the  fafl:  was 
"  committed,  or  by  thofe  of  the  city  whither  the  man  fled 
for  refuge,  is  not  certainly  known.  However,  there 
feems  to  have  been  a  double  trial,  one  before  the  judges 
of  the  city  of  refuge,  and  one  before  what  the  text  calls 
the  congregation ;  by  which  are  underft«od  either  thofe 
of  the  place  where  the  faft  was  committed,  or  perhaps  the 
great  council.  As  foon  therefore  as  a  man  had  been  un- 
fortunately guilty  of  accidental  homicide,  his  firft  bufinefs 
was  to  fly  with  all  convenient  hade  to  the  next  city 
of  that  kind.  The  ways  leading  to  it  were  to  be  kept  in 
good  repair  (N)>  that  nothing  might  retard  his  fpeed. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  place,  he  prefented  himfelf  to 
the  judges  of  it,  declaring  the  occafion  of  his  coming, 
sind  the  manner  of  his  killing  the  perfon  ;  and  according 
as  his  account  appeared  true  or  falfe,  he  was  admitted  to, 
or  excluded  from,  their  prote^iion.  If  the  avenger  of 
blood,  who  was  always  the  neareft  relation  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  came  to  demand  juftice,  he  and  his.evidence  were 
heard,  and  the  judges  either  confirmed  their  former  fen- 
tence  in  favour  of  the  man-flayer,  or  delivered  him  up  to 
be  punifhed.  If  the  fa£t  appeared  to  be  accidental,  he 
was  to  be  condu£ted  to  the  place  where  it  was  committed, 
and  there  tried  a  fecond  time ;  then,  if  found  innocent, 
he  was  recondudled  to  the  place  of  refuge,  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  guard,  and  remained  free  from  all  further  profecu- 
tion ;  and  at  the  death  of  the  high-prieft,  he  was  at  li- 
berty to  return  to  his  own  home.  This,  at  lead,  is  what 
the  generality  of  interpreters  conclude  to  have  been  the 
method  of  proceeding  in  fuch  cafes.  HoSvever,  as^  the  ac- 
count we  have  of  it  from  Mofes  is  far  from  being  clear  in 
this  point,  and  the  cities  of  refuge  were  fometimes  at 

(N)  At  every  place  where  chanced  to  overtake,  and  kill 

the  road  parted,  a  poft  was  fet  the  flayer,  the  magiflracy  of 

up  to  dire6t  them,  which  had  theplacewere  judged  guilty  of 

the  word  miklat^  refuge ^    en-  his  death.     As  for  the  cities  of 

graven  upon  it.     Every  brook,  refuge,  they  were  to  be  of  % 

or  river,  was  to  have  a  good  moderate  extent,  well  fumiftied 

bridge  ;  all  watery  places  were  with  water,  proviflons,  artifls, 

to  be  drained,  and  the  furface  and    all    manner    of    conve- 

kept  fmooth  and  hard.     Once  niencies,     weapons   excepted, 

a  year,  at  leafl,  the  magiftrates  The  reafon  they  give  for  ex- 

or  every  city  were  obliged  to  eluding  this  lau  was,  left  the 

vilit  them,   and  fee  that  they  avenger  ^ould,    in  a   fit  of 

were  kept  ia  good  order ;  other-  anger,  make  ufe  of  tnem  againfl 

wife,     in    cafe    the    avenger  the  flayer. 

ftzch 
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fuch  a  diftance  from  the  place  where  the  faft  was  com- 
mitted, that  the  man-flayer  might  be  ea(ily  overtaken  by 
the  profecutor  before  he  could  reach  it,  we  think  it,  at 
lead,  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he  went  and  furren- 
dered  himfelf  to  the  judges  of  the  neareft  place;  and  hav- 
ing cleared  himfelf  befbre  them  from  the  guilt  of  wilful 
murder,  was,  by  their  order,  condufted  fafely  to  the  next- 
city  of  refuge,  where  the  magiftrates,  on  a  further  hearing 
of  the  caufe,  either  confirmed  or  revoked  the  fentence  of 
the  former.  It  is  true,  that  what  we  quoted  out  of 
the  rabbles  in  the  laft  note,  about  the  conveniencies  of 
the  roads  leading  to  fuch  places,  would  be  needlefs  in 
this  cafe ;  but  we  look  upon  their  teftimony  to  be  very 
dubious,  and  in  fome  cafes  plainly  erroneous.  Thus  the 
Talmud  tells  us  p,  that  thofe  cities  were  to  be  fituated  by 
rivers,  in  order  to  be  well  fupplied  with  water,  and  all 
kind  of  provifion ;  that  accefs  to  them  was  to  be  eafy, 
and  without  afcent ;  and  yet  it  rather  appears  that  the 
far  greater  part  were  built  upon  rocks.  They  tell  us 
many  other  particulars  there,  which  we  purpofely  omit, 
becaufe  they  are  (till  more  incredible. 

»    Befides  thefe  cities  of  refuge,  the  tabernacle,  as  we  The  altar  a 
have  partly  obferved  above,  and  afterwards  the  temple,  P^^^^  <!ff^* 
bad  likewife  the  privilege  of  being  fan£fcuaries,  efpecially  •'*^'*   ^ 
the  altar  of  burnt-offering  ^.    The  rabbies  indeed  tell  us  • 
the  latter  was  only  for  priefts  ;  but  we  have  feen  the  con- 
trary in  the  inflance  of  Joab.     Thofe,  indeed,  who  were 
guilty   of  wilful  murder,  fheltered   themfelves   there  in 
vain,  and  were  taken  away  from  the  altar  to  condign 
puniihment.     To  this  end  proper  judges  were  appointed 
there  alfo,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  make  a  ftrift  exami- 
nation of  the  cafe,  and  either  to  deliver  up  the  criminal 
into  tl^e  hands  of  juftice,  or  fend  the  innocent,  under  a 
proper  efcort,  to  one  of  the  cities  of  refuge  '• 

The  Nejhinims  conftituted  the  laft  clafs  of  perfons  de-  Nethmims* 
dicated  to  the  fervice  of  God.  Thefe  were  not  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  but  of  the  Gibeonites,  who  obtained  a 
treaty  of  peace  of  the  former  by  a  ftratagem.  Joihua 
condemned  them  to  the  loweft  and  moft  laborious  offices 
in  the  tabernacle  under  the  Levites,  fuch  as  drawing  of 
water,  and  fetching  and  hewing  of  wood  for  the  altar  ^ 

9  Gemar.  Traft.  Maklot.       ^  q  Vide  Philo.  Lcgat.  ad  Cai. 

'Vide   Maimonid.  apud    Hotting,  in    Goodw.   lib.   ii.    cap.  5. 
^ote  »,  and  Commentators  in  Numb.  xxxv.       '  Joib.  ix.  23. 27. 
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ViTt  do  not  find  that  this  name  of  N^thinims  was  given 
to  them  till  after  tl\e  captivity,  wh^i  a  fmall  number  re- 
turned with  ^^ra^  and  the  reft  of  Ifrael^  from  Ba- 
bylon (O). 

II.     Of  Things  cmJtcraUd  to  the  Service  of  God. 

Thefe  confifted  of  the  tabernacle,  the  ark,  the  tvf^o 
altars>  the  candleftick  and  its  appurtenances,  the  table  of 
Ihcw-bread,  and  the  courts  with  all  the  utenfils  there  de^ 
poiited*.  Mofes  has  beftpwed  almoftas  many  pages  ia 
defcribing  the  ftru£ture  of  the  tabernacle,  and  its  fump- 
tuous  furniture,  as  he  has  employed  lines  in  his  account 
of  the  creation,  and  yet  we  are  left  in  the  dark  with 
refped  to  the  fignification  of  a  great  number  of  its  parts 
smd  materials. 

The  taDernacIe  had  many  names,  but  was  commonly 
called  by  that  of  Ohel,  whicn  properly  fignifies  a  tent  \  and 
fucb  it  was,  but  fo  magnificent,  both  m  ftrufture,  ma- 
terials, and  utenfils,.  as  might  infpire  the  Ifraelites  with 
an  awful  idea  of  their  religion.  The  moft  coftly  and  pre- 
cious materials  they  had  brought  with  them  from  £gypt» 
and  tbofe  other  kingdoms,  which  they  had  conquered, 
were  liberally  bellowed  by  the  people,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  ableft  artificerSf.  to  be  wrought  in  a  manner 
,  fuitablc  to  the  defign. 

The  tabernacle  was  of  an  oblong-fquare  figure,  thirty 
cubits  in  lengthy  ten  cubits  broad^  and  ten  in  height.  It 
had  t^o  a&artmeats  within,,  divided  by  a  row  of  four 
columns  of  fluttim-WQod(P),   covered  with  mafiive  gold. 


(0)  That  name  imports  as 
much  as  giveu ;  and  Ezra  fays 
they  were  given,  or  appointed, 
by  David  and  other  kings,  to 
ferye  in  the  temple  under  the 
Levites ;  and  in  another  place, 
that  they  were  children  of  So- 
lomon's iervants.  So  that  by 
this  time  the  name  was  not 
confined  to  the  Gabeomtes,  but 
lyas  given  alfo  to  the  Ca- 
naanatei,  whom,  thofe  princes 
had  conquered  and  converted. 

(P)  St.  Jcrom  fays,  this  is 


a  hard  fmooth  wood,  free 
from  knots,  and  of  exquifite 
beauty  and  lightnefs ;  info- 
much  that  the  rich  ufed  to 
make  fcrews  of  it  for  their 
prefTes  :  that  its  leaves  and  co- 
lour  were  not  unlike  the  white 
thorn,  but  that  it  grew  to  fuch 
a  height  as  to  be  fawed  into 
boards  of  a  confiderable  length, 
and  that  it  was  not  found  in 
the  Roman  empire,  but  only 
in  the  uncultivated  parts  of 
Arabia  (i). 


f  i)  Hieron.  Comm.  in  Joeli  iii,  ad  finem» 


fixed 
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fixed  in  the  fame  number  of  pedeftals  or  fockets  «f  filver. 
To  the  tops  or  chapiters  of  them  was  fattened,  hy  golden 
hooksj  a  rich  embroidered  curta(in|  which  divided  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  place,  and  diftinguifhed  the  out* 
ward,  called  the  Holy,  from  the  inward  apartment,  called 
the  Mod  Holy,  or  the  Holy  of  Holies,  The  latter  was 
but  ten  cubits  deep,  and  confequently  Ajuare*  The  other 
extended  twenty  cubits,  and  at  the  entrance,  at  the  weft 
end,  hung  a  fecond  curtain  to  another  row  of  five  co^ 
lumns,  of  the  fame  fabric  with  the  former,  only  the  bafes 
of  thefe  were  of  brafs ;  and  this  concealed  the  infide  of  the 
holy  place*  The  curtain,  or  the  veil,  that  parted  the 
Holy  from  the  Mod  Holy  place,  was  made  of  the  richeft 
ftuff,  both  for  matter  and  workmanfhipj  adcfrned  with 
cherubim,  feftoons,  and  other  ornaments,  curioufly 
embroidered.  The  whole  was  enclofed  oft  the  north, 
weft,  and  fouth  fides,  with  boards  of  the  fame  wood, 
covered  alfo  with  plates  of  gold,  and  fixed  below  and  above 
into  focke^ts,  or  mortices,  like  the  columns.  Thefe 
boards  were  ten  cubits  in  length,  and  one  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  fattened  to  one  another  by  a  five-fold  row  of 
golden  rings,  at  equal  diftance,  one  over  the  other,  five 
to  each  board ;  and  through  thefe  were  run  five  bars  of 
gilt  fhittim-wood,  which  locked,  or  unlocked  them  on 
mofe  three  fides*  As  for  the  eaft  end,  it  had  no  boards,  but 
was  fheltered  by  a  veil,  like  that  which  divided  the  tw6 
apartments*  except  that  this  was  only  adorned  witli 
flowers,  leaves,  and  fucH  like  embellittiments,  of  needle- 
work *  (S). 

<  Exod.  xxvi.  36* 

(S)  The  tabernacle  had  four  were  made  to  hat^  down  to 

different    coverings,    the  two  the  ground  on  the  three  fidct 

innermott  pf  a  beautiful  light  that  were  boarded,  whilft  they 

blue  mohair,  ftriped  with  fear-  left  the  outward  veil  open  to 

let  and    purple,   or  crimfon,  public  view,  on  the  welt  end^ 

and    adorned  with  cherubim,  which  was  the  entmnce  into 

The  undermoft  of  the  other  the  facred  place.    The  moft 

two  was  of  rams  ikins,   with  holy  place  had  no  light  but 

the  wool  on,    of  fcarlet  dye,  what  the  ccnfer  ^ve,   when 

and  the  uppermoil  of  badgers  the  bigh-priefi:  went  into  it  on 

ikins,  of  a  light  blue.     Thefe  expiation    day.     As    for  the 

two  laft  were  intended  to  pre-  holy  place,  it  was  enlightetied 

ferve  the  others  from  wind  and  by  the  golden  candleftick,with 

rain;  for  which  reafon  they  afufficientnumberofbraachest 

Of 
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Of  the  Mercy^Seat  and  Ark  of  the  Tejilmony* 

Tkiari  iTicfc  were  the  two  chief  objcfts  depofited  in  the  moflf 

A,"f  *"''^^"  ^*^^y  V^^^^i  ^^^  t^^  former  was  as  a  lid  to  cover  tht 
latter ;  for  which  reafon  fome  interpreters  have  fancied, 
that  this  was  all  that  was  meant  by  the  word  kaphoreth. 
Moft  verGons  more  properly  render  it  the  propitiatory, 
others  the  oracle  ®,  and  ours  the  mercy-feat ;  becaufe  God 
16  faid  to  have  heard  their  prayers,  to  have  delivered  hh 
oracles  from  thence,  and  to  have  dwelt  between  the  chc-* 
^  rubim  which  covered  it.  Be  fides,  it  is  plain,  that  it  had 
a  more  than  ordinary  fan£):ity  attributed  to  it,  and  that  it 
was  looked  upon  as  the  place  of  God's  immediate  pre- 
fence^(T.) 

The  ark  was  a  fmall  chefl  made  of  fhittim-wood,  and 
covered  with  beaten  gold,  having  the  fame  dimenfions  in 
length  and  breadth,  as  thofe  of  the  mercy-feat ;  its  height 
was  equal  to  its  breadth  that  is,  one  cubit  and  a  half. 
It  is  called  the  ^rk  of  the  Covenant,  and  the  Ark  of  th6 
Teftimony}  the  firft,  becaufe  it  was  a  fymbol  of  the 
covenant  made  between  God  and  his  people,  and  con^ 
tained  the  two  tables  of  it,  the  pot  of  manna,  and  Aaron's 
miraculous  rod,  which  were  depofited  as  fo  many  wit- 
nefles  againft  every  deviation  of  the  people.  On  each 
fide  were  two  gold,  rings,  and  through  thcfe  were  faftened 
the  two  bars  by  which  it  ufed  to  be  carried  on  the  priefts 
(houlders* 

e  Hieron.  Vulgat.  &  aL  ^  i  Sam.  vi.  19.    %  Sam.  vi.  &  (eqq. 


(T)  It  was  of  pure  gold ; 
the  length  of  it  two  cubits  and 
a  half,  and  the  breadth  one 
cubit  and  a  half,  fo  that  it  ex- 
actly fixed  the  dimenfions  of 
the  ark.  It  was  fitted  with  the 
cherubim  that  over-fhadowed 
it,  in  a  frame,  or,  as  Mofes 
calls  it,  a  crown,  not  of  a 
round,  but  oblong-fquare  fi- 
gure^ which  clofed  the  upper 
part  of  the  ark,  like  a  rim  or 
ogee.  As  to  the  cheryibim, 
it  is  certain    that  they  were 

(2)  Vide  Chald.  Paraph.  R.  ^all.  Arr.  Montan.  Tremel.  &  alib. 
in  loc«  ver.  i8«  (5)  £xod.  xxv.  ao, 

Befidca 


made  of  gold;  but  whether 
folid,  and  cad:  of  the  fame 
piece,  and  in  the  fame  mould, 
with  the  mercy-feat,  as  fome 
Jews^ndChriflians  render  it  (  2 ) , 
or  only  chafed  and  hammered, 
as  the  original,  which  only 
expreiles  it  by  hardened  gold, 
feems  rather  to  intimate,  is  not 
worth  difputing.  They  ftretch'* 
ed  out  their  wings  on  high, 
with  their  faces  turned  down 
towards  the  mercy-feat  (3). 


to  the  Babylonifh  Captivity^ 

.  Befides  the  ark  and  mercy-feat^  there  was  ftill,  in  this 
moft  holy  place,  the  volume  of  the  law,  which  Moies 
gave  the  Levites  to  depofit  by  the  fide  of  the  ark.  As  to 
the  book  itfelf,  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  it  was  the  only 
copy,  feeing  it  would  not  have  been  lawful  for  the  higfa<- 
prieft  to  fetch  it  out  and  in  but  on  expiation-day ;  whereas 
the  public  reading  of  it  was  to  be  on  the  feaft  of  taber- 
nacles. We  may  therefore  fuppofe  with  the  Jews,  that 
there  were  feveral  copies  of  it,  and  that  this  prototype  was 
thus  carefully  preferved  to  prevent  the  rell  from  being 
corrupted.  Lailly,  after  the  ark  was  brought  back  from 
the  Philiftines,  they  depofited,  by  the  fide  of  it,  that 
little  cheft  with  the  golden  mice  and  haemorrhoids. 

The  utenfils  in  the  holy  place  were,  the  altar  of  incenfe, 
the  golden  candleftick,  and  the  table  of  ihew-bread. 

The  altar  of  perfume  is  fometimes  called  the  Golden 
Altar,  becaufe,  though  it  was  made  all  of  fhittim-wood, 
yet  it  was  fo  well  covered  over  with  that  metal,  that  it 
looked  like  a  folid  piece  of  gold.  It  is  alfo  denominated 
the  Inner  Altar,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  that  of  burntroffer- 
ings,  which  flood  without  the  tabernacle.  Its  ufe  was  to 
bum  incenfe  morning  and  night,  and  to  be  fprinkled  with 
the  blood  of  the  facrifices,  which  were  oiFered  for  fins  of 
ignorance,  committed  either  by  particular  priefts,  or  by 
the  people  in  general.  It  was  one  cubit  fquare,  and 
two  cubits  high,  fo  that  the  fmoke  had  ftill  eight  cubits  to 
afcend.  Two  bars  of  the  fame  wood,  covered  with  gold, 
and  put  through  four  gold  rings,  ferved  to  carry  it  about, 
like  the  ark,  only  thefe  might  be  taken  off.  There  was  a 
golden  crown,  or  ornament,  like  an  ogee,  round  the  top. 
of  it^  and  four  horns  on  the  four  corners  (U)»  Ukewife 
covered  with  gold. 

The 
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(U)  The  word  ieren  fignifies 
either  a  hority  or  a  ray  of  light ; 
from  which  fignification,  per- 
haps, as  Cunaeus  obferves, 
thofe  rays  which  (hone  about 
Mofes's  face,  may  eafily  have 
been  transformed  into  horns  ; 
ib  that  thefe,  on*  the  corners 
of  the  altars,  might  probably 
be  nothing  elfe  but  ornaments 
refenibling  the  rays  of  the  fun^ 
However,    thofe  who    think 


them  to  have  been  in  fhape  like 
the  horns  of  an  ox  or  ram, 
may  as  probably  guefs  right ; 
fince  any  of  thefe  forms  mi^ht 
anfvtrer  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  feem  intended ;  namely, 
in  this  fmall  altar  for  the 
greater  eafe  and  fleadinefs  in 
moving  and  carrying  it  about ; , 
atxd,  in  the  great  altar,  fo^ 
tying  the  victims  to  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  allufion  of  the 

pfalmift ; 
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The  author  of  the  fecdnd  b6ok  of  Maccabdes  tells  Mf 
Aat  Jeremiah)  feeing  the  captivity  approaching,  took  this 
altar  and  the  ark  of  God  to  Mount  Nebo,  and  hid  them 
in  a  'Caire»  clofing  it  fo  TLrtfaWjf  that  it  could  not  after-* 
wards  be    fouiid.    The  Taimudifts  affirm,    that  Jofiah, 
having  been  admoniihed  by  the  fame  prophets,  that  aH 
the  precious  veflels  of  fthe  fan£tuary  would  be  carried 
away  to  Babylon,  depofited  the  holy  fire^  the  ark,  the 
pot  of  manna,  Aaron's  rod,  and  the  breaft-plate  of  urim, 
and  this  altar  ot  inCenfe,  in  a  fubterranean  place,  which 
Solomon,  from  the  fame  fore-*ca(l,  had  caufed  to  be  built, 
with  fuch  extreme  care  and  privacy,  that,  at  the  return 
from  the  captivity,  they  could  never  be  found,  nor  ever 
will  be,  if  we  believe  the  Jews,  till  the  coming  of  the 
Mef&ah.    One  thing,  indeed,  feems  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  if  they  had  been  carried  to  Babylon,  with  the 
reft  of  the  facred  utenfils  of  the  temple,  they  would  have 
been  alfo  reftored  to  them ;   but  we  find,  on  the  Con- 
trary, that  they  were  forced  to  make  them  anew  at  their 
N     return. 

The  candleftick  weighed  a  talent  of  the  fztt&uzrji 
and  was  made  of  pure  beaten  gold,  all  of  a  piece,  with- 
out joint  or  folder.  From  its  trunk  or  fhaft  proceeded 
fix  branched,  three  on  each  fide,  itfelf  making  the  feventh 
ill  the  huddle,  adorned  with  cups,  knobs,  and  flowers, 
sdtemate  and  equi-diftatit }  and  on  the  top  of  each  tras 
fiked  a  lamp,  fliaped  like  an  almond,  which  might  be 
taken  on  or  offoccafionally;  and  in  theffe  were  put  the 
oil  and  the  wick,  or  the  cotton*  They  had  their  tongs,  or 
fnuffers,  to  draw  the  cotton  in  or  but,  and  fnuff-diifaes  to 
receive  lihe  fparks  and  filth  that  (ell  from  the  lamps.  All 
thefe  were  of  pure  gold  alfo*  It  was  the  prieft's  bufinefs, 
in  waiting  every  evexung,  at  the  time  of  incenfe,  to  go 
in  and  light  them,  and  about  the  fame  time  in  the  morn- 
ing to  put  them  out,  to  clean  and  replenifh  them  with 
oil* 

The  0iew-bread  we  have  fpoken  of  elfewhere ;  as  fox' 
the  table  on  which  it  ftood,  it  was  mad6  of  the  fame 
wood|  and  covered  with  gold  like  the  ark,  two  cubits 
long  and  one  cubit  broad,  and  one  and  a  half  high  ;  with 

pfalmifl;   and  perhaps,    like-    wine   on,   which   ufually  ac- 
w!ft,  to  hang  the  flaggons  of   comptinied  thofe  iacriiices  (5)* 

(3)  Ffal.  cxviii.  27,    S^echar*  ixi  15. 

a  golden 
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'^  golden  border  or  crown,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
a  kind  of  rim  round  it^  like  that  of  our  tea-tables  ^ 

The  court  of  the  tabernacle  was  an  oblong-fquare,  one 
hundred  cubits  in  length  and  fifty  in  breadth,  enclofed  on 
all  but  the  eaft  fide,  which  had  an  opening  of  twenty 
cubits  for  the  priefts  and  Levites,  and  people  to  go  in  and 
out  with  their  offerings.  This  enclofure  was  not  defigned 
to  conceal  what  was  done  in  thecouit,  fince  the  curtains 
that  furrounded  it  was  done  with  a  kind  of  net  or  point- 
work,  through  which  even  the  heathens  might  have  a  view 
of  the  enclofure.  Thefe  curtains,  which  Mofes,  there- 
f(^e,  calls  by  a  particular  name,  to  diflinguifh  them  from 
thofe  of  the  tabernacle,  whofe  ufe  was  of  a  different  na- 
ture, were,  fupported  by  four  rows  of  pillars,  probably  of 
fhittim-wood,  with  brafs  pedeftals  or  fockets,  and  adorned 
with  filver  fillets^  or  rather  chapiters,  for  fuch  they  were  «. 

The  altar  of  the  burnt-offerings  was  placed  at  the  eaft  j^^^^  ^/. 
end  of  the  court ;  and  one  may  fuppofe  it  to  have  ftood  at  humt'offtr-^ 
fuch  a  convenient  diftance  from  the  tabernacle,  that  nei-  ings. 
ther  the  fmoke  of  its  conftant  fire,  nor  that  of  the  victims, 
which  were  burned  upon  it,  might  damage  its  outward 
ycil*  This  altar  is  ajfo  called  the  Outward,  to  diftinguifti 
it  from  that  of  incenfe,  which  was  within  the  fanftuary. 
"We  have  already  taken  notice  that  it  was  made  of  fhittim- 
wood,  and  covered  over  with  brafs.  It  was  five  cubits 
fquare,  and  three  cubits  hieh ;  and  becaufe  it  was  port-^ 
able  like  the  other,  it  had  four  brafs  rings,  through  which 
the  two  bars  were  put  when  it  was  carried  upon  the  priefts 
ihouldefs.  It  had  four  bonis,  at  the  <four  corners,  of  the 
fame  wood,  and  covered  with  the  fame  metal,  but  their 
fhape  is  equally  uncertain  with  thofe  of  the  other  altar. 
In  the 'cavity  of  it,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  as  capa- 
cious as  the  fize  of  the  altar  would  admit,  was  hung,  by 
four  brafs  rings,  a  crofs-bar  grate,  which  reached  down  to 
the  middle  of  the  cavity,  andTthrough  this  the  afhes  fell. 
The  grate  was  to  be  placed  under  that  part  which  is  ge- 
nerally rendered  the  compafs  of  the  altar  ;  but  is  varir 
oufly  underftood,  in  order  to  fave  the  wood  from  being 
confumed  within  the  copper*work. 

It  was  on  this  altar  that  the  facred  fire,  which  defcended 
from  heaven  at  the  confecration  of  the  tabernacle,  was  to 
be  continually  kept.  If  it  be  aflced  how  this  could  be  pre- 
ferved  in  their  marches,  when  this,  and  all  other  uten- 
fils,  were   wrapped  up  in  feveral  coverings,  the  uppet- 

f  Exod.  XXV.  13,  &  feqq.  s  Exod.  xxxviii.  2S. 
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moft  of  which  was  of  badger's  lkin$»  without  either  bum- 
ping thofe  coverings  or  extinguiihing  the  fire,  we  need 
not  have  recourfc  to  miracleSf  as  the  rabbies  do  here  and 
every  where  elfe.  We  mav  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the 
carcob,  or  veflel,  which  neld  the  fire,  and  was  to  be 
taken  off  when  they  decamped,  was  carried  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  preferve  fire  enough  to  kindle  a  greater 
blaze,  whenoccafion  required,  as  on  the  morning  and 
evening  facrtfice. 

The  brazen  laver  is  the  lad  confiderable  utenfil  that 
ftood  in  the  court  of  the  tabernacle*  It  was  conveniently 
Tkt great  fituated,  between  the  eail  end  of  it  and  the  altar  of  bumt- 
Aiv/r«  offerings.  Its  fhape  and  fize  not  being  mentioned  by 
Mofes,  we  can  affirm  nothing  certain  of  either.  It  ferved 
for  the  priefts  to  wafh  their  hands  and  feet,  who  were 
exprefsly  forbid,  under  fevere  penalties,  to  prefume  upon 
any  part  of  their  funflion  till  they  had  performed  that 
ceremony  ^  ;  and,  fecondly,  to  wain  the  entrails  and  legs 
of  the  vidtims  ^.  Some  Jews  fancy  that  there  was  an- 
other refervoir  of  water  for  the  laft  ufe  "^ ;  as  we  find  it 
ordered  in  Solomon's  temple,  where  the  brazen  fea  was 
for  the  fole  walhing  of  the  priefts,  whilft  there  were 
ten  other  lavers  befides  for  the  cleanfing  of  the  vic- 
tims K  If  this  was  not  the  cafe  here,  we  muft  fuppofe, 
that  they  only  took  the  water  out  of  the  laver  into  fome 
other  veilels,  to  wafh  thofe  entrails  in ;  for  it  was  not 
even  lawful  for  a  prieft  to  waih  his  hands  and  feet  in 
the  fame  water.  For  this  reafon  they  fuppofe  that  the 
laver  had  a  quantity  of  cocks,  at  which  the  water  was 
fet  to  run  upon  thpir  feet  firft,  and  then  upon  their 
bands,  and  was  received  into  a  bafon  underneath™. 
This  fountain  was  to  be  kept  continually  repleniftied  with 
water  *»(X). 

To 


^  Exod;  XXX.  19^  8c  ieqq.    <  Levit.  xxii.  iS,  &  feqq.      ^  Ki 
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(X)  Mofes  tells  us,  in  an- 
other chapter,  that  this  brafs 
laver,  and  its  foot,  were  made 
of  the  looking-glaiTes  of  the 
women,  that  came  in  crowds 
to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle ; 
an  expreHion  which  has  given 
ground  for  various  (peculations; 
and   fome    interpreters   have 


even  ventured  to  turn  the 
brafs,  there  mentioned,  into 
fleel,  as  if  thofe  ancient  mir« 
rors  had  been  made  of  no  other 
metal.  For  our  part,  we  take 
it  for  granted,  that  they  were 
made  of  other  metals  alfo,  fuch 
as  brafs,  tin,  lilver,  and  the 
like,  andfomeofbrafs^  mixed 

with 
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'  To  th^fe  particulars  we  might  add  a  multitude  of  other 
lurnitUre'fubfcrvierit  to  other  ufesj  fuch  as  kettles,  pans, 
frying*pans,  ovens,  {hovels^  tongs,  pickaxes,  hatchets) 
Cleavers,  knives,  forks,  tables,  tubs,  trays,  and  difties ;  all 
of  which  are  either  made  of  brafs,  or  of  wood  covered 
with  it  5  but  it  is  fufficient  to  have  named  the  mod  con- 
fiderable.  The  charge  of  all  thefe  was  committed,  the 
moft  facred  articles  to  the  priefts,  and  the  reft  to  the  Le-  ' 
vites,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  pack  and  cover  them  with 
proper  cloths  and  ikins  made  for  that  purpofe,  whenever 
they  removed  from  one  place  to  another. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  laws  relating  to  the  worfhip  of 
God,  or,  as  they  are  called,  of  the  firft  table ;  but  before 
we  proceed  to  thofe  of  the  fecond,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
fay  fomething  of  thofe  which  related  to  the  profelytes  ( Y). 

There 

widitin  or  filver:   the  laftof    a  traveller ^  or  fojoumer;    and 
which,    Pliny  tells  us,    were  neker,    a  ftranger^    or  alien. 
the  mofl  efteetned ;  but  we  are  However,    we    may  make    a 
apt  to  think,  that  there  is  an  three^fold  diflindtion  of  them  ; 
error  crept  into  the  text,  or  an  namely,  of  fuch  as  continued 
exchange  of  one  letter  for  an-  flill  in  their  idolatry,  and  the 
other  like  it ;  and  that  it  (hould  religion  of  their  fathers ;  fuch 
be  rendered,  he  made  the  laver  as  had  renounced  it  to  worfliip 
and  its  foot  of  a  brafs  like  the  the  only  true  God,  but  re- 
looking-glafles  of  the  women  mained  ftill  uncircumcifed,  or 
that  crouded  about  the  door  of  bound  themfelves,  as  the  Jews 
the  tabernacle ;     by  which  is  ])reteDd,  only  to  the  obferva- 
ineant,    that  he    made  them  tionof  the  Noachid  law;  and 
either  of  the  fame  metal,  or  laftly,   thofe  who  by  circum- 
that   he  gave  them  the  fame  cifion  were  bound  to  obferve 
degree  of  brightnefs  or  fmooth-  the  |law  of  Mofes,  and  were 
neis.    ^nd,  if  what  an  ancient  entitled  to  the  fame  privileges 
father  tells  us,  be  true,  of  the  with  the  Ifraelites,     It  is  true, 
Egyptian  women,     that   they  they  were  not  to  fufferanytof  the 
ufed  to  go  into  the  temple  with  firft  fort  to  live  among  them  ; 
a  looking-glafs  in  one  hand  and  but  it  is  plain  by  the  feq uel 
a  timbrel  m  the  other,  it  will  that  they,  became   extremely 
ftill  give  us  a  greater  light  into  remifs  and  negligent  in  this 
the   meaning  of  the  Hebrew  refped,    and    were  often  re- 
women  wearing  fuch  an  orna-  proved  for  it  by  the  prophets. 
meut  when  they  came  to  the  The  fecond  fort  were  called 
tabernacle  (4),              ^       ^  ffix^  \\^i!ti?ihzr^  grangers  of  tb§ 
( Y)  The  text  diftinguifhes  gate^  from  the  expreffion  often 
them  only  by  the  words  ger,  ufed  in  the  Pentateuch,  "the 

(4)  Vide  Exod.  xxxviii.  8.    Trcmel.  in  loc.   Cyril.   Alexand.  de 
Adorat.  in  Spirit,  lib.  ii.  ap.  Calm.  Tub  voc.  Miroir. 
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Tfierc  was   an  exprefs  command  of  God,  that,  if  any 
ftranger  was  defirous  to  be  admitted  to  eat  of  ^hc  PaflP- 
over,  he  was  firft  to  be  circumcifed ;  then  hp  was  to  be 
admitted,  not  only  to  the  grand  folemnity,  but  to  all  th§ 
other  religious  privileges,  in  common  with  the  Ifraelites  *'. 
Of  this  number  was  a  great  part  of  the  mixed  multitude, 
which  came  with  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  of  the  conquered 
inhabitants  of  Canaan.    And  indeed  the  condition  of 
thofe  who  became  circumcifed  was  fo  much  preferable  tQ 
that  of  thofe  who  continued  in  their  old  religion,  that  the 
number  of  the  former  encrcafed  very  much  ;  and  this  en-  ' 
creafe  is  fuppofed  to  have  put  the  felfilh  Jews  upon  the 
diftinftion  between  profelytes  of  the  gate,  and  profelytes 
of  righteoufncfs  \  the  former  of  which  continuing  uncir- 
cifed,  and  being  bound  to  obferve  only  the  precepts  of 
Noah,  were  kept  in  a  ftate  not  many  degrees  oetter  than 
flavery.     We  find  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thoufand  and  upwards  of  this  kind  in  Solomon's  time,  who 
were  all  employed  in  the  moft  fervile  and  laborious  works  S 
But  becaufe  this  would  have  proved  a  moft  eifeftual  way 
to  have  made  them  embrace  the '  Jewifh  religion,,  in  hopes 
of  bettering  their  condition,  the  Jews  tell  us  that  they 
admitted  few,  if  any,  efpecially  in  the  happy  reigns  of 
David  and  Solomon,  left  they  fhould  be  induced  to  con- 
form only  from  worldly  ends  "^  (Z). 

Mofes  made  ^likewife  fome  difference  between  nation 
and  nation,  with  refpeft  to  their  admiffion  into  what  he 
terms  the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  The  Edomites  were 
received  after  the  fecond  generation,  becaufe  they  were 

^Exod.  xii.  48.    Numb.  ix.  14.  c  %  Chron.  ii.  17,  18. 

<  Maimon.    Vide  Seld.,de  Synedr.  Buxtorf.  Synagiig.  &  aiib. 

ftranger  that    is   within    thy  reafon  they  add,  that  they  were 

gates."      But    when    any  of  refufed  three    times ;    but    if 

either    fort    became    circum-  they  perfifled  in  their  deiire  of 

cifed,  they  were   then  diftin-  being    admitted,     they    were 

'  guilhed  by  the.  name  of  gare  then    to    be   circumcifed   be- 

habereth,  grangers  (yc profelytes  fore  two  or  three  fufficient  v^rit- 

ofthe  covenant^  and  gare  zedek,  nefTes ;     to    be    baptized,    in 

pro/ehtes  of  righfeoufnefs,  order  to  wafh  away  the  filth  of 

(Z)  The  Talmud  compares  heathenifm  ;  and  laftly,  to  offer 

thofe  profelytes  to  the  ruft  in  up  the  ufual  facrifices  for.  fin, 

iron,  or  ulcers  in  the  body ;  &c.  after  which  they  were  re- 

/  and  adds,  that  too  much  cau-  ceived  as  fervants  of  the  God 


tion  could  not  be  taken  in  the    of  IfracU 
admiffion  of  them.     For  this 
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bretliren  ;  and  fo  were  the  Egyptians,  becaufe  Ifrael  had 
been  a  ftranger  in  Egypt.  The  Moabites  and  Ammo- 
nites, on  the  contrary,  were  not  to  be  admitted  till  after 
the  tenth  generation,  as  fome  underftand  the  text,  or,  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  of  the  original,  npt  even  after  the 
tenth^  generation  ;  becaufe,  inftead  of  receiving  the 
Ifraelites  with  hofpitality,  they  hirc^  Balaam  to  curfe 
them  (A).  Baftards,  and  all  illegitimate  iffue,  were  under 
the  fame  excluGon(B),      The  Amalekites,   as  wellj  as 

eunuchs 
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(A)  The  Jewsobferve,  that 
Mofes  exprefles  himfelf  only 
1X1  the  mafculine,  Ammoni, 
and  Moabi,  a  man  Ammonite^  or 
Moahite^  to  intimate,  that  he  did 
not  mean*  to  exclude  a  woman 
from  being  admitted  upon  fome 
extraordinary  account.  For 
Ruth,  though  a  a  Moabitefs, 
was,  for  her  extraordinary 
piety,  -  married  to  Boaz,  the 
great  grandfather  of  David, 
But  this  is  not  the  only  inflance 
of  their  admitting  perfons  ex-- 
prefsly  excluded  by  that  law*- 
giver. 

(B)  The  original  word  is 
mamzer^  by  which  the  Jews 
generally  underflarid,  not  only 
all  kind  of  inceiluous  and  adul- 
terous ifl'ue,  but  likewife  chil- 
dren begot  in  fornication  ;  and 
even  in  wedlock,  when  either 
of  the  parents  were  Canaanite's, 
or  of  any  idolatrous  nation, 
and  unconverted.  The  Sep- 
tuagint,  Vulgate,  and  the  ca- 
noniils,  take  it  to  fignify  only 
the  fon  ot  a  proftitute.  The 
truth  is,  the  right  meaning  of 
it  cannot  be  fixed,  becaufe  it  is 
ufed  only  in  this  place,  and  in 
Zechariah ;  but  m  neither  is 
explained  by  the  context. 
What  has  induced  the  Jews  to 
underfland  it  of  incefluous,  and 
other  unlawful  iiTue,  is  that 
the  mamzer  is  mentioned  juft 
before,  and  put  upon  the  fame 


foot  with  the  Ammonites  and 
Moabites,  who  were  born  in 
inceft;  but  if  that  were  the 
c^fe,  how  came  the  two  fona 
of  Judah,  Pharezand  Zarah, 
whom  he  had  by  his  daughter- 
in-law  Tamar,  not  to  be  re- 
puted fpurious  ?  If  it  be  faid 
he  knew  her  not,  yet  it  is  plain 
ftie  knew  him ;  and  the  Jews 
pretend,  that  either  in  inceftor 
adultery,  though  neither  party 
be  confcious,  as  when  a  \^o- 
man,  believing  her  hulband 
long  lince  dead,  marries  an- 
other, or  vice  verfa ;  yet  the 
iffue  of  fuch  marriage  is  n\am- 
zer,  or  jpun'ous';  fo  that  ac- 
cording to  this  canon,  thofe 
two,  and  their  pofterity,  ought 
to  have  been  excluded.  Again, 
as  to  the  children  of  whore- 
dom, it  is  plain  they  have  not 
always  been  rejected,  lince 
Jephtha,  who  was  both  judge 
and  general  in  Ifrael,  was  the 
fon  of  a  concubine.  We  muft 
therefore  fuppofe,  either  that 
thefe  were  particular  cafes  ex- 
cepted, or,  which  is  moft  pro- 
bable, that  mamzer  fignified 
fomething  different  from  either 
of  thefe  ;  perhaps  the  children 
begot  by  a  Hebrew  upon  a 
Canaanitifh  or  any  idolatrous 
woman,  in  order  to  deter  them 
from  fuch  unlawful  mix- 
tures, by  the  confideration, 
that  the  iffue  of  them  muf^  be 
M  3  excluded 
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eunuchs  of  all  kinds,  were  totally  excluded ;  the  former, 
becaufe  they  were  under  the  divine  anathema  \  and  the 
latter,  becaufe  their  condition  was  accounted  a  legal  de« 
fea^  (C). 

Lows  of  the  Second  Table ^  concerning  the  Jiwijh  Government^ 

and  the  Cufloms  relating  to  it. 

The  patriarchal  government  becoming  impraAicabley 
by  reafon  of  its  being  branched  into  fo  many  families ; 

^  Exod.  xvii.  14.  &  feq.     Vide  Levit.  xxi.  20. 

excluded  from  all  the  privileges  baptize  all  the  females,  in  hia 
of  the  Ifraelitiih  common^  family,  under  the  age  of  thir^ 
wealth,  both  civil  and  reli-  teen;  but  thofe  who  were 
gious ;  but  whatever  it  meant  above  that  age  might  chufe 
at  firll,  the  Jewifli  canonifts,  whether  they  would  lubm it  to 
according  to  their  ufual  rigour,  it,  or  remain  in  their  own  re- 
have  extended  it,  not  only  to  ligion.  On  the  other  hand, 
all  illegitimate  ifTue,  but  even  thofe  under  thirteen  could  not 
to  that  whofe  legitimacy  is  any  be  admitted  to  profelytifm, 
ways  doubtful  (\).  without  the  confent,  either  of 
(C)  What  is  meant  by  **  not  their  parents,  or,  in  cafe  of 
entering  into  the  congregation  their  refufal,  that  of  two  or 
of  the  Lord,"  is  not  precifely  three  judges.  In  this  cafe 
known;  fome  underuand  by  their  admiffion  was  looked  upon 
it,  their  being  denied  admit-  as  a  new  birth,  and  their  pa-i 
tance  into  the  Ifraelitifh  com-  rents  were  no  longer  efteemed 
monwealth  by  circumcifion  \  as  fuch  ;  ipfomuch,  that  they 
and  others,  their  being  only  believed  thefe  kind  of  new  con- 
excluded  from  places  of  au-  verts  received  new  fouls  after 
thority.  This  laft  opinion  is  baptifra.  We  find  fcveral 
-  the  mofl  probable,  and  mod  other  regulations  concerning 
received  among  Chriflian  in-  the  prerogatives  of  thefe  pro- 
terpreters.  The  Jews,  kow?  felytes  in  the  Talmud,  and 
^ver,  underiland  it  of  contra6t^  other  Jewifti  writings,  which 
ing  affinities  and  intermarriages  we  (hall  not  dwell  upon  ;  but 
with  the  Ifraelitifh  women ;  fhall  only  take  notice,  that 
for  it  was  a  received  tnaxiip  their  admiilion  did  fo  totally 
among  them,  that  the  children  cancel  all  former  ties  either  of 
followed  the  quality  of  the  blood  or  alliance,  that  even 
mother.  Every  profelyte  of  parents  and  their  children 
right'eoufnefs  was  obliged  to  might  intermarry  without  com-r 
prcumpife  ^1}  the  males,  and  mitting  inceft  (2)^ 

(i)  Se1d«  ubi  Aipra,  &  de  Jur.  Nat.'  &  Gent.  lib.  y.  cap, 
16.  &  Lib.  de  SucceiH  Bon.  Jib.  ii.  &  alih.  palT.  Munft.  ubi 
fupra,  &  Al.  It.  Praec.  Neg.  T17.  (1)  Vide  Seld.  ubi  fupra,  &  do 
J.N.  &G.  &  Jac.  Alcing.  Difput.  de  Profelyt,  l^eo  de  Moden, 
j)?^rt  V.  cap.  3.  Calm.  f«b  Voc.  Proiclytc,  ?f  ^U 
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tad  tlie  precepts  of  Noah,  or  nether  the  laws  of  nature, 
being,  perhaps,  partly  forgot,  and  partly  corrupted,  dur- 
mg  tfee  Egyptian  thraldom  ;  God  was  pleafed  to  declare, 
that  bimfelf  would  be  their  king,  and  appoint  proper 
vicegerents,  from  time  to  time,  under  whom  the  heads 
of  families  fhould  govern,  and  adminiiler  juftice,  in  ex- 
aft  conformity  to  his  laws.  Mofes  was  declared  the  firft 
vicegerent ;  and  **gave  a  law,  or  rather  a  body  of  laws, 
and  an  inheiitance,  unto  the  congregation  of  Jacob,  and 
was  king  in,  or  over,  Jefliurun,  that  is,  over  Ifrael  (D), 
when  the  heads  of  the  people,  and  the  tribes  were  ga- 
thered together ;"  that  is,  as  we  underftand  the  original, 
when  the  divided  power  of  the  heads  of  tribes  and  fami- 
lies centered  in  one  head.  To  him  fucceeded  Jofliua, 
the  judges,  and  laftly  the  kings  j  but  ftill  by  God's  ap- 
pointment. 

With  refpedl  to  th(^  latter,  we  find  nothing  in  the 
whole  body  of  the  Mofaic  laws,  to  enforce  an  obedience 
to  them,  except  the  command,  **  Honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother ;"  whicil.'tlluded  moft  likely  to  the  patriarchal 
government ;  and  a  dire£):  prohibition  againft  curfing  the 
rulers  of  the  people  ;  whereas  there  are  feveral  very  ex^ 
prefs  laws  to  reftrain  the  kings  from  abufing  their  power, 
and  oppreffing  their  fubje£ls.  Of  this  nature  are  thofc 
that  exclude  all  ftraneers  from  being  raifed  to  that  dignity; 
that  forbad  a  king  or  Ifrael  to  multiply  horfes,  wives  (E), 
or  riches,  and  to  marry  ftrange  women  5  that  oblige  nim 
to  larrite  a  copy  of  God's  law,  to  read  and  meditate  upon, 
and  to  govern  himfelf  by  it,  without  deviating  from  it  to 
the  right  or  left ;  that  enjoin  him  to  make  choice,  of  per- 
fons  of  wifdom  and  integrity  to  be  judges  over  the  people  ; 
fo  that  they  had  no  other  enforcement  for  the  people's 
obedience  and  loyalty,  than  their  free  promife  and  oath  of 
aUegiance  ;  whilft  they  themfelves  were  tied  to  their  juft 
and  equitable  government,  not  only  by  their  oath,  but 

(D)  The  word  Jefhurun  is  ;nore  than  David  had,  who  \t 
derived  from  jajbar^  /«  he  recorded  to  have  had  but  fix- 
righteeus'y  which  name  is  given  teen;  and  by  multiplying 
them,  not  fo  much  for  their  horfes,  they  underftand,  hav- 
righteoufnefs,  as  for  that  of  ing  more  than  ferved  him,  and 
their  progenitors,  Abraham,  his  retinue ;  but  we  (hall  fhew, 
Kaac,  and  Jacob.  that  if  there  was  any  fuch  oral 

(E)  What  the  Jews  under-  law,  Solomon  made  very  light 
ihmd  by  multiplying  wives,  is,  of  it  in  either  cafe,  even  from 
that  he  (hall  not  have  above  the  very  firft  year  of  his 
eighteen  at  a  time,  that  is,  two  reigp. 
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by  the  moft  ftri£l  and  fevere  injun£kions  ;(nd  menacef 
from  the  Divine  Being. 

Neverthelefs  they  looked  upon  themfelveaas  accountable 
to  God  only  5  it  is  plain  from  their  hiftory,  that  they 
made  no  fcruple  of  tranfgrefling  the  law  in  numberlef^ 
inftances ;  and  their  power  was  fo  great,  that  none  dared 
to  controul  them,  or  even  reprove  them,  except  fucU 
prophets  as  were  commiflioned  by  God  for  fo  doin^« 
Their  being  anointed,  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  (F),  by 
(brae  celebrated  prophets  and  appointed  fovereigns  of  a 
nation,  which  the  Scripture  ftyles  a  royal  priefthood^ 
gave  them  a  fuU  fower,  not  only  in  matters  purely  civil 
and  military,  but  in  ecclefiaftical  affairs  alfo{G).    What 

profound 

(F)  TheTalmudifts  tellus,  authority  in  the  latter,  as 
that  the  immediate  heir  of  a  kings  of  Ifrael,  but  as  pro* 
king,  who  had  been  anointed,  phets,  and  inlpired  perfons, 
w;is  himfelf  proclaimed  king,  fuch  as  were  David  and  Solo- 
without  un6lion,  efpccially  in  mon.  Butthe  contrary  plainly 
the  fatnlly  of  David ;  and  that  appears  from  the  reformation^ 
the  ceremony  was  only  ufed,  and  regulations,  which  Heze- 
when- a  younger  fon  was  pre-  kiah,  Jcholhaphat,  Jofiah,  and 
ferred  to  the  eldeft,  as  in  the  others  made,  who  were  nei- 
cafe  of  Solomon.  One  thing  ther  prophets  nor  infpired  per- 
is certain,  that  the  cultom  of  fons.  We  have  already  taken 
confecrating  any  thing  to  God,  notice,  that  they  had  power  to 
by  thisprotufion  of  oil,/is  very  confult  the  oracle  of  urim  j 
ancient,  as  appears  from  the  and,  indeed,  they  were  com- 
inftance  of  Jacob*s  anointing  manded  fo  to  do  upon  all  emer- 
the  pillar  of  Bcth-el.  How*  gencies,  as  well  as  the  grand 
much  earlier  it  began,  and  council,  or .  fanhedrim,  over 
how  introduced,  is  impoffible  which  they  prefided,  when- 
to  gucfs ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  ever  they  pleafed  to  affift  at  it 
it  continued  in  ufe,  during  the  (2).  David,  after  he  had  been 
whole  Mofaic  difpenfation,  in  anointed  king,  even  in  Saul'^ 
the  dedication  both  of  men  and  time,  confulted  the  divine 
things  to  the  immediate  fer-  oracle  concerning  the <fuccefs  of 
vice  of  God.  Of  the  firflkind  his  undertaking  (3).  They  had 
were  the  kings,  priefts,  and  likewife  the  ahfolute  power  of 
prophets;  and  of  the  fecond,  life  and  death;  and  though,  a c- 
all  the  facred  utenfils  of  the  ta-  cording  to  the  law  of  Mofes,j 
bernacle  ( i  )•  no  man  was  to  be  put  to  death, 

(G)  This  i$  indeed  denied  till  he  had  been  convided  be-; 
by  many  divines,  who  think,  fore  proper  judges,  and  upoi^ 
that  they  never  exercifed  any    the  evidence  of  at  leaft  two  or 

(i)  Vide  Gen.  X2^viii.  iS,&  feq.  (2)  Vide  Maimon.  Halak. 

Mclakim,  cap.  a, '  (3)  i  Sam,  xxx.  7,  8. 
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profound  refpeQ:^  was  paid  to  the  regal  dignity,  appears 
both  from  the  fubmifTive  language  with  which  the  kings 
were  addreffcd  p,  and  the  humble  manner  of  approaching 
them;  infomuch  that  even  queens  and  prophets  prof-^ 
trated  themfelves  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  before 
them,  as  Nathan  and  Bathflieba  did  to  David  % 

l,afvs  and  Cujioms  relating  to  Judges  and  Courts  of  Judi" 

cature. 

We  need  not  fpeak  here  of  thofe  judges,  emphatically.  Courts  of 
fo   called,    who   governed  Ifrael   from  Jofhua  to  Saul ;  judicaturim 
fhefe,    as  we  are  taught,  were    appointed,    from    time 
to   time,    by    God    himfelf,    entirely    governed    by  his 
laws,  and  in  doubtful  cafes  by  his  Spirit :  they  had  the 
fupreme  authority  during  life,  and  differed  in  nothing 
from  kings,  but  in   title,    pomp,  and  grandeur.     They 
could  make  peace  and  war,  fummon  the  tribes  to  »arms, 
and  confult  God  by  urim  and  thummim.     The  people  re- 
paired to  them   for  judgment,  and  they  took  yearly  cir- 
cuits through  the  land,  to  adminifter  juftice ;  but  whe- 
ther this  circuit  was  undertaken  to  afford  opportunity  of 
appeal  fi'om  the  judgment  of  inferior  courts,  as  the  der-       v 
nier  refort^  or  in  order  to  decide  doubtful  cafes,  is  not 
cafy  to  determine. 

But,  befides  thefe,  Mofes,  and  after  him,  thofe  who 
direded  the  Ifraelitiih  commonwealth,  were  commanded 
to  appoint  a  number  of  judges  and  magiftrates  in  all  cities, 
to  adminifter  juftice  to  the  people  in  every  tribe.  We 
find  feveral  denunciations  againft  thofe,  who  ftiould  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  bribed  to  aft  contrary  to  the  ftri£t  laws 
pf  juftice ;  but  as  they  were  appointed  by  the  kings,  their- 

9  I  Sam.  XXV.  13,  ^  feqq.  &  v«r.  40,  &  feqq«  %  Sam.  ziv» 
paff.  xxiv.  3,  &  aiib.  q  i  Kings,  i.  16, 23. 


three-  witnefles ;  yet  we  meet 
with  frequent  inftances  of  per- 
fons  put  to  death  by  the  fole 
Tvill  of  the  prince.  The  cafe 
may  be  prefumed  to  have  been 
the  fame  with  refpedt  to  pro- 
perty, by  the  inftances  of  Me- 
phiboflieth,  and  his  fervant  Zi- 
ba  (4),  and  others  of  the  like  na- 
jure,  From  that  of  Naboth(j), 

U)  2Sam,  xix.29. 


we  may  likewife  conclude,  that 
in  fome  cafes,  the  eflates  of 
perfons  condemned  devolved 
to  the  king;  but  from  the 
laws  lately  mentioned  againfl 
oppreffing  the  fubjedts,  it  ap- 
pears rather  to  have  been  a  ty- 
rannical ufurpation,  than  any 
eflablifhed  prerogative. 


(5)  1  Kings,  xxi.  paifim. 
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virtue  rofc  or  fell,  according  to  the  charafter  of  the  fo- 
vereign. 

Thefe  court's  were  held  at  the  gates  of  the  cities ;  but 
how  they  were  kept,  or  how  many  judges  belonged  to 
eacii,  whether  power  was  equal,  or  fome  were  fuoordi- 
nate  to  others,  cannot  be  learned  from  Scripture*  In  pro* 
.  cefs  of  time,  they  became  fo  corrupted,  that  the  prophets 
were  often  obliged  to  exclaim  againft  them.  One  of  them 
having  been  fent  to  Jehofhaphat^  to  denounce  God's 
heavy  judgment  againft  Ifrael  for  thofe  abufes>  that  gopd 
king  immediately  fet  about  making  a  thorough  reforma* 
tion,  appointing  new  judges  in  every  walled  city,  fome 
of  whom  were  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  charging  them, 
in  tte  moft  prefling  terms,  to  be  more  watchful  and  up- 
right than  their  predeceiTors.  He  likewife  appointed  two 
tribunals  for  the  city  of  Jerufalem ;  one,  confiding  chiefly 
of  priefts  and  Levites,  for  matters  of  religion ;  and  the 
other,  which  was  mofUy  made  up  of  the  heads  of  families^ 
for  matters  of  ftate.  In  this  condition  they  are  fuppofed 
to  have  continued  till  the  captivity,  abatiiig  that,  as  the 
princes  became  more  and  more  wicked,  fo  did  the  judges 
under  them,  till  God  was  provoked  to  drive  them  out  of 
the  land  (H).      Thofe  tribunals  took  cognizance  of  all 

civil 


(H)  Befides  the  grand  coun- 
cil of  feventy,  to  which,  the 
Jews  pretend,  all  other  tribu- 
nals, throughout  the  land,  were 
fubordinate ;  the  Talmudifts 
tell  us,  there  were  two  other 
courts,  one  conMing  of  three, 
and  the  other  of  three  and 
twenty  judges ;  and  tfaeTe  were 
conflituted  in  eveiy  city  and 
town  that  had  one  hundred  and 
twenty  inhabitants,  according 
to  fome,  or  fo  many  families, 
according  to  others.  The  firft  of 
thefe  courts  was  only  chofen  pro 
re  nata,  one  arbiter  by  each  par- 
ty, and  the  third  by  the  other 
two :  their  cognizance  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  to  fmall 
matters,  fuch  as  fervants  wages, 
petty  larcenies,  reftitution,  and 
the  like;  neither  could  they 
infli6^    a  heavier  punifhment 


than  fcourging.  Th^it  of  twen- 
ty-three was  allowed  to  judge 
of  all  capital  caufes,  and  to 
condemn  criminals  to  death: 
if  there  arofe  any  difference  in 
their  judgment,  the  caufe  was 
carried  by  the  majority  ;  for 
which  reafon  they  fay,  thdr 
number  was  to  be  odd ;  but  in 
cafes  of  moment,  and  of  a  du« 
bious  nature,  the  high-priefl 
was  to  be  confulted.  If  a  man 
was  condemned  to  death,  he 
was  immediately  led  to  execu- 
tion; a  crier  walked  before 
him,  proclaiming  the  crime 
he  was  to  die  for ;  to  the  end 
that,  if  any  perfon  knew  any 
thing  towards  his  exculpation, 
he  might  be  brought  back  to 
the  judges,  and  have  a  fecond, 
and,  if  occaflon  offered,  a  third 
hearing.  The  &me  indul- 
gence 
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civil  and  criifiinal  cafes,  even  where  the  offence  was  of  a  , 
religious  nature ;  fuch  as  idolatry,  blafphemy,  witchcraft, 
and  facrilege  \   for  which  reafon  the  priefts  and  Levites 

were 

twenty-three  judges  fat  in  the 
form  of  a  half- moon ;    in  the 
centre  of  it  was  the  prefident, 
whom     they    call     naffi,    or 
prince ;  having  the  ab  beth  din, 
or  father  of  the  fenate^  at  his 
right-hand  ;    the  reft   fat  on 
each  fide,  according  to  their 
feniority,  or  merit.    At  each 
end  was  a  clerk,  or  fecrctary, 
who  took  the    depoiitions  in 
writing  :    fome-  add    a  third, 
whofe  office  was,  to  gather  the 
votes  of  the  court ;   at  the  feet 
of  the  judges  fat  their  difciples 
in  three  rows  or  forms,  whofe 
bufinefs  was,  to  obferve  every 
thing  that  was  faid  or  done ; 
and  thefe  were  chofen  to  fuc- 
ceed  thofe  on  the  bench,  either 
at  their  death,  or  when  the/ 
became  unqualified  by  old  agCf 
or    any    other     impediment. 
The  accufed  perfon  was  placed 
upon  an  eminent  place  in  the 
court,  that  he  might  be  eafily 
feen  by  all ;  and  the  witnefTes 
flood  fronting  him ;  thefe  were 
to  be  diligently  examined,  and 
their  chara6ler  enquired  into  ; 
and  if  any  flaw  was  found  in 
it,  they  were  fet  aiide ;  but  if . 
any  was  found  to  give  falfe  evi- 
dence, the  talion  law  was  his 
portion ;   that  is,  he  was  con* 
demned  to  the  fame  punifh- 
ment  as  his   evidence   would 
have  brought  upon  the  inno- 
cent.   The  foterim,    that  is, 
the  officers    or   executioners, 
were  alfo  to  attend  the  court 
conftantly,     with     rods    and 
leathern    fcourges    in     their 
hands,  to  execute  the  fentence 
of  the  judges;    the  accufed 

perfon 
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gence  was  allowed  him,  if  he 
complained  of  being  unjufUy 
condemned,  whild  he  went  to 
the    place  of    execution;    in 
which  cafe,  he  was  to  chufe 
two  wife  men  to  plead  for  him, 
and,  if  poffible,  to  obtain  a  re- 
verfion  of  the  fentence;    but 
if  in  neither  cafe   he   could 
prove  himfelf  innocent,  he  was 
then  to  be  forthwith  executed 
by  the  witneffes  ;  for  it  is  here 
to  be   oblerved,    that,   if  the 
crime  was   fuch   as    deferved 
hanging,  the  criminal  was  firft 
to  be  floned  to  death,  and  then 
Jianged.    But,   before  execu- 
tion, he  was  to  be  exhorted  to 
confefe  his  crime,  and  to  pray 
that  his   death   might    atone 
both  for  it  and  all  his  other 
fins :    then  they  gave  him   a 
dofe   of     wine     mixed    with 
myrrh,    or    frankincenfe,    to 
fiupify  him  ;    after  which  he 
was  put  to  death.     If  he  was 
to  be  hanged  after  it,   as  in 
cafes  of  idolatry  and  blafphe- 
my,  they  flayed  till  about  an 
hour  before  fun-fet,  then  tied 
his  hands   l^hind   him,    and 
hpifting  him  up,  let  him  hang 
dll  juft  before  fun-fet,  at  which 
time  he  was  taken  down,  and 
both  the  halter,  and  the  gal- 
lows,   or  tree,    were    buried 
with  him.     They  except,  how- 
ever, out  of  the  cognizance  of 
thefe  courts  of  twenty-three, 
9II  cafes,  whether  criminal  or 
civil,  which  related  to  the  high- 
prieft,  to  a  whole  tribe,  and  to 
ialfe  prophets,    which,    they 
pretend,  were  only  to  be  tried 
pf  the  i^r^d  couo^il*     T^C 
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were  appointed  to  ai&ft,  if  not  to  prelide  in  them.  The 
next  in  authority  to  the  magiftrates.  were  natural  parents  ; 
to  be  honoured  and  obeyed  in  a  moft  particular  man- 
ner^  St.  Paul  obferves,  that  this  is  the  firft  com- 
mand with  promife;  and  the  punifhment  oP'difobedient 
and  wicked  children  was  no  lefs  fevere.  It  was  death  for 
any  perfon  to  curfe  or  ftrike  his  parents,  or  even  to  con- 
tinue in  a  ftubborn  difobedience  to  their  commands.  In 
this  laft  cafe  they  had  power  to  infli£t  any  punifliment 
but  death  upon  them ;  and  if  that  proved  inefFe£iual,  they 
might  then  bring  and  accufe  them  before  the  judges^ 
who,  upon  full  proof,  were  obliged  to  condemn  them  to 
death,  without  mercy  or  delay.  And  now  we  are  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  punifhments,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
conclude  this  article  with  an  account  of  thofe  which  were 
cither  appointed  by  the  Mofaic  law,  or  infli£ted  at  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  prince. 
Funijb'  Df  the  firft  kind  were   fines,  by  way  of  compenfation 

•'^^*  for  wrongs,  theft,  and  fraud.  Selling  for  flaves  thofe 
who  were  -not  able  to  pay  their  debts,  or  make  fatisfaSioa 
for  any  injury  committed.  The  talion  law,  ^*  eye  for  eye, 
tooth  for  tooth,  ftripe  for  ftripe,"  and  flagellation,  but  the 
number  of  ftripes  was  not  to  exceed  forty.  The  capital 
punifhments  were  of  four  kinds ;  ftoning,  burning,  be- 
heading, and  ftrangling.  Stoning  was  the  moft  ufual; 
and  when  the  law  condemned  a  perfon  to  death,  without 
naming  the  fpecies,  this  was  always  underftood  to  be 
meant-  The  crimes  punifhed  by  this  kind  of  death  were 
inceft,  fodomy,  beftiality,  ravifliing  a  betrothed  virgin, 
or  even  her  defilement,  though  by  confent ;  blafpheming, 
fabbath-breaking,  witchcraft,  idolatry,  enticing  others  to 

f£xod.  XX.  12.    Deut.  V.  16.  Jc  alib. 

perfon  was  likewife  allowed  a  art  innocent ;"    <*  Thou,  Ju- 

counfellor   to   plead  for  him,  dah,  art  guilty:"  if  the  latter, 

who  was  called  ba  hal  rib,  the  and  his  crime  was  capital,  he 

mafler  of  the  procefs ;  and  he  was  immediately  put  into  the 

flood  on  the  right  hand.    After  executioner's  hands,    and  led 

a  full  hearing,  the,  votes  were  to  execution  ;  but  if  the  crime 

gathered  and  examined;  and,  was    fuch    as    only    deferved 

sfccording  to  them,    the  per-  fcourging,    it   was     forthwith 

fon  was   either    abfolved,    or  performed   before    the   whole 

condemned,    in  words  to  this  court  (3). 
purpofc;     **  Thou,   Simeon, 

(3)  Vide  dc  his  Miihn.  Traft.  Sanhcdr.  cap.  v.  Maim.  M.  Kotz, 
&al. 

idolatry. 


to  the  Sabybni/h  Captmlty. 

idolatry^  rebellion  againft  parents,  and  offering  one's  feed 
to  Moloch.  For  fome  of  thefe  laft  the  criminal  was  likc- 
inrife  hanged,  after  he  had  been  ftoned  to  death.  With 
refpeft  to  the  place  and  manner  of  execution,  the  malefact 
tor  was  carried  out  of  the  city,  and  after  he  had  confefled 
his  faults,  the  witnefTes  came  and  laid  their  hands  upon 
his  head,  faying  aloud,  "  Thy  blood  be  upon  thee,"  and 
threw  the  firft  ftone ;  then  the  reft  ,of  the  fpeiftators 
helped  to  execute  the  fentence  «.  This  praftice,  however, 
muft  be  underftood  of  regular  cafes,  for  there  were  others 
of  all  irregular  nature.  A  blafphemer,  idolater,  adul« 
terer,  was  ftoned  upon  the  fpot  without  further  trial.  But 
thefe  ought  rafher  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  effefts  of 
licentious  fanaticifm,  though  encouraged  under  the  fpe- 
cious  title  of  Judgment  of  Zeal,  founded  upori  the  aSion 
of  Phinehas*,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak^in  the  fequel  of 
this  hiftory.  Burning  was  a  punifhment  ufed  before 
Mofes,  as  appears  by  Judah's  condemning  his  daughter-in- 
law  to  the  flames.  The  Mofaic  law  adjudged  the  daughr 
ters  of  priefts  to  be  burned  for  incontinency  ^ ;  and  Achari 
was  condemned  to  be  ftoned  and  burnt  for  facrilege  \ 
Thefe  are  the  only  two  inftances  in  which  that  .puniftmcnt 
is  mentioned*  The  Jews  tell  us,  alfo,  of  fome  other 
crimes  which  were  punifhed  with  it,  particularly  fome 
kinds  of  ihceft  ^  They  add,  that  it  was  two-fold  ;  namely^ 
burning  with  fire,  and  witH  melted  lead  poured  down  the 
criminal's  throat  **. 

Beheading,  according  to  the  Jewifh  doftbrs,  was  only 
inflifted  on  murderers  and  idolaters  ;  but  we  find  nothing 
like  it  praftifed  before  the  captivity,  in  a  judicial  way  (!)• 

But 
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s  Deut.  xvii.  7. 
k  JoAl.  vii.  a8« 


^  Nurob.  XXV.  5.  &  (eq.  i  Levit.  xxi.  9. 

1  Mof.  Kotz.  in  Traft.  Sanhedr.  cap.  i. 


(I)  The  text  makes  no  exf 
plicit  mention  of  ftrangling ; 
but  the  Talmudifts  reckon  fix 
ibrts  of  oriminaU  that  were 
condemned  to  it ;  namely, 
thofe  that  firuck  their  parents ; 
men-dealers ;  the  priefts  that 
refufed  to  conform  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  court ;  falfe. 
prophets,  or  thofe  who  pro- 
pheiied  in  the  name  of  falfe 
gods ;  he  that  defiled  another 
man's  bed;  and  be  that  had 


criminal  converfation  with  a 
prieft's  daughter.  The  crimi- 
nal bping  immerfed  in  dung  to 
the  knees,  two  executioners 
tied  a  napkin  about  his  neck, 
and  twifted  it  till  he  w^as  quite 
fuffocated.  All  kinds  of  cri- 
minals: were  buried  apart  by 
themfelves,  and  on  the  fame 
day,  together  with  the  inftru- 
ments  of  their  death,  whatever 
they  were,  to  blot  out  as  much 
as  pofiible,  the  remembrance 


>7+ 


Excontmu* 
nication. 


The  Hi/iory  of  the  Jewi 

fiut  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  punifliments,  though  tldf 
capital,  was  excommunication,  efpecially  that  which 
they  call  (hematta  (K),  anfwering  to  the  Syrian  maran- 
atta,  ufed  by  St.  Paul  %  which  fignifics,  in  both  tongues^ 
the  Lord  cotmsy  or  is  at  hand  ^,  Enoch,  the  feventh  from 
Adam,  is  fuppofed  the  author  of  it,  becaufe  St.  Judc 
quotes  that  faying  of  his,  "  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh 
with  ten  thoufand  of  his  faints  to  execute  judgment  (L)". 

Laws 


b  Vcr.  14 

niddui,  cherero,  and  (hematta, 
were  ufed  indifferently.  The 
laft,  however,  according  to 
them,  was  this  ihematta,  pro- 
claimed by  the  found  of  four 
hundred  trumpets,  as  pradtifed 
at  the  curfing  of  Meroz  by 
Deborah.  A  perfon  fo  ex- 
communicated was  never  re- 
ceived again  into  the  congre- 
gation; and  fome  pretend, 
that  it  was  even  lawful  to  put 
him  to  death.  For  this  reafon 
they    derive    the   word   from 


*  I  Cor.xvi.  %%m 

of  it.  Crucifixion  was  not  a 
Jewifli,  but  a  Roman  punifh- 
ment  ( 1 )  •    ' 

(K)  The  Jews  reckon  three 
kinds,  or  rather  degrees,  of  ex- 
communication. The  iirft  they 
called  niddui,  from  nadah^  to 
Jeparatey  or  put  from  one ;  fo 
that  this  word  was  indifferently 
ufed  to  exprefs  thofe  that  were 
feparated  for  any  uncleannefs, 
or  crime  that  came  within  this 
degree  of  excommunication. 
The  time  of  its  lailing  was 

limited  to  thirty  days ;  and  yet  Jham^  therty  and  mattahj  death 
the  delinquent  could  either  In  our  opinion  it  is  derived 
ihorten  it,  by  doing  penance,  from  two  Hebrew  words  figni- 
or  lengthen  it  by  flubbomnefs,  fying  the  name^  and  at  hand^ 
even  to  the  end  of  his  life.  In  and  this  anfwers  to  the  Syriac 
this  lafl  cafe  his  children  could  maran-atta^  which  bears  the 
not  be  circumcifed ;  and,  if  he  fame  fenfe.  As  for  the  crimes  to 
died  impenitent,  the  judge  or-  which  thefe  excommunications 
dered  a  (lone  to  be  thrown  into 
his  coffin  or  bier,  to  (hew  that  he 
deferved  to  have  been  ftoned. 

The  fecond  degree  they  call- 
ed cherem  anathema ;  and 
this,  they  pretend,  was  more 
fevere  than  the  niddui,  be- 
caufe it  excluded  the  perfon 
from  the  fynagogue,  and  from 
all  civil  commerce,  which  the 
other  did  not.  But  Selden 
has  proved,  that  there  were 
really  but  two  kinds  of  excom- 
munication, the  leffer  and  the 
greater;    and   that  the  terms 


(i)  VidcTraft.  Sanbedn  ubifupra, 
Pcenitent.  pi  49,  &  feq. 


were  annexed,  and  the  manner 
of  pronouncing  them,  or  of 
abfolving  thofe  that  had  in- 
curred them,  the  reader  may 
confult  Selden  and  Buxtorf,  or 
the  learned  Hettinger,  (a). 

(L)  The  Jews  fetch  the 
origin  of  it  both  from  thofe 
frequent  expreflions  in  the  Mo- 
faic  writings,  *'  That  Saul 
(hall  be  cut  off  from  Ifrael  ;'* 
and  **  thou  (halt  put  away  evil 
from  the  midft  of  thee  :*'  and 
more  particularly  from  the 
words    in     Deborah's    fbng, 

(a)  Pi(r.  Hif(.  Theol.  de 


«*  Curfe 
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Law$  againft  Murder. 

Mofes  tells  us,  that,  from  the  time  of  the  flood,  mar-  Murdn. 
der  could  not  be  expiated  but  by  the  death  of  the  mur- 
derer %  whatever  might  be  the  punifhment  of  it  before 
that  time.  God  not  only  forbad  this  crime  in  the  Deca- 
logue \  but  appointed  avengers  to  punifh  the  guilty  perfon 
wherever  he  fhould  be  found :  he  permitted  him  to  be 
torn  from  the  mod  venerable  fanftuaries  to  condign  pu- 
nifhment; and  exprefsly  forbad  both  the  avenger  and 
judges  to  make  any  compofition  •  (M).  As  foon  as  the 
judges,  who  lived  near  the  place  where  a  man  was  found 
murdered,  were  informed  of  the  fadi,  they  were  to  ex- 
amine what  town  was  neareft  to  it,  and  to  fummon  the 
ciders  of  that  city,  whq  were  thereupon  obliged  to  bring 
an  heifer,  that  had  never  been  yoked,  and  to  drive  her 
into  a  rougli  uncultivated  valley,  and  there  ftrike  her  head 
oflF;  thefe,  and  the  priefts,  were  then  to  wafh  their  hands 
over  her,  and  to  profefs  that  their  hands  had  not  fhed 
this  blood,  neither  their  eyes  feen  it  done ;  after  which 
ceremony,  they  were  to  pray  to  God  not  to  lay  it  to  their 
charge ''(N). 

Lawi 

«  Gen.  ix.  6.  *  Exod.  xjj.  13.  xxi.  i».     Deut.  v.  17.    Levitt 

xxiv.  i7>  &al.         «  Namb.  xxxv.  31,  3s*  '  Deuteron.  xxi.  r« 

"CurfeycMeroz,faidthcangel  laftly,  an   infant  might  like- 

of  theLord  J  curfe  ye  bitterly  the  wife  be  dellroyed  to  preferve 

inhabitants  of  it."    But  with-  thelife  of  the  mother.  To  thefe 

out  enquiring  into  the  validity  the  Jews  add,  that  which  they 

of  thefe    fubtle  etymologies,  '  call    the   Right  of  Zeal,  by 

we  find  a  more  exprefs  form  of  which  it  was  lawful  for  any 

it  m  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  who  number  of  men  to  fall   upon 

excommunicated  all  thofe  who  a  perfbn  who  was   caught  in 

rcfufed    to     repudiate     their  any  abominable  faft,   fuch  at 

Grange  wives,  and  exacted  an  blafpheming,    or  offering  jiis 

oath  from  the  people,  to  avoid  feed  to  Moloch,   and  to  kill 

all  affinity  and  commerce  with  him  upon  the  fpot.    Thus  the 

them.  Levites   went  out,  and  killed 

(M)  The  only  cafes,  there-  three  thoufand  of  the  worfliip- 

fore,  in  which  one  man  might  pers  of  the  gplden  calf;  and 

lawfiilly   kill    another,   were,  Phinehas  puniftied  an  abomin- 

I.  When  the  avenger  of  blood  able  whoredom    with    death, 

found  a  man-flayer  out  of  his  Thus  was  the  life  of  the  indi- 

place  of  refuge.    2.  In  a  man's  vidual  left  at  the  mercy  of  an 

own  defence,    5.  In  defence  ignorant  ai^d  frantic  multitude* 

of  a  brother  Ifraelitc.    And,  (N)  Wherever  we  find  fe- 

vece 
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Jlgainfl 
adultefy* 


Waters  of 
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Laws  agaifift  Adultery^  and  all  other  unlawful  Commerce  of 
Sexes,  The  trial  of  Adultery,  or  Waters  of  Jedoufy^  con* 
cerning  Marriage  and  Leviraie* 

Inccft,  rape,  fodomy,  and  beftiality  are  forbid  by  other 
exprefs  laws,  under  pain  of  death,  as  well  as  adultery. 
As  for  fornication,  though  it  was  not  made  capital  in 
ibme  cafes,  yet  it  was  forbid  by  feveral  laws  :  the  dif-» 
ference  was,  that  any  woman,  who  ventured  to  marry  in 
the  character  of  a  virgin,  and  proved  otherwife,  was  to 
be  ftoned ;  whereas,  if  a  man  deflowered  a  virgin,  he  was 
to  pay  her  father  fifty  Ihekels  of  filver,  and  to  marry  her, 
without  having  it  in  his  power  to  put  her.  away  in  the 
fequel.  Adultery  was  punifhable  with  death  in  both  par- 
ties, whether  thev  were  both  married,  or  only  the  woman; 
but  we  cannot  affirm  the  punifhment  of  a  married  man 
to  have  been  the  fame,  who  committed  adultery  with  an 
unmarried  woman ;  for,  befides  that  the  crime  was  not 
alike  with  refpeft  to  fociety,  it  is  plain,  that  Mofes  was 
forced  to  indulge  them  in  fome  other  particulars  as  unjuf- 
tifiable  as  this  ;  fuch  as  polygamy  and  divorce,  which  are 
juftly  condemned  in  the  Gofpel.  However,  with  refpcdt 
to  the  wives,  as  there  was  a  neceffity  that  they  fliould  be 
kept  under  ftrifter  ties,  to  prevent  ftrange  mixtures  in 
families ;  fo,  in  order  to  deter  them  from  all  unlawful 
liberties  of  that  kind,  as  well  as  to  prevent  thofe  that  were 
innocent  from  being  unjuftly  fufpefted,  and  ill-treated 
by  their  jealous  hufbands,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
Waters  of  Jealoufy,  with  the  promife  of  a  conftant  mi- 
racle, by  which  the  guilty  fliould  be  puniflied  in  a  very 
dreadful  manneri  and  the  innocent  cleared  with  ap* 
plaufe. 

When  a  man  had  conceived  a  miftruft  of  his  wife's  con* 
tinency,  he  was  to  bring  an  offering  for  her,  peculiar  to 
this  cafe ;  namely,  a  cake  made  of  barley-meal,  without 
oil  or  incenfe,  and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  prieft ; 
^t  the  fame  time  he  brought  his  wife  alfo,  and  declared 
what  grounds  he  had  for  fufpefting  her  j  the  prieft  then 


vere  laws  ena6^ed  againffc  par* 
ticular  crimes,  we  may  pre- 
fume  thofe  crimes  prevailed  to 
an  uncommon  degree.  The 
Ifraelites  werecrud;  and  it  was 


neceflary,  therefore,  to  enadt 
fuch  laws,  for  the  purpoie  of 
(bciety,  as  might,  in  fome 
meafure,  fupply  their  natural 
want  of  humanity* 

took 
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took  the  accufed  woman  before  the  Lord,  either  to  the 
tabernacle  or  temple,  uncovered  her  head,  and  put  the 
oflFering  into  her  hand,  whilft  he  himfelf  took  fome  holy 
water,  impregnated  with  wormwood,  or  fome  fuch  bitter 
herbs,  into  which  he  put  fome  of  the  duft  of  the  floor,  or 
pavement,  together  with  the  words  of  the  curfe,  written 
at  full  length,  importing,  that  if  flie  had  been  guilty  of 
defili^ig  her  marriage-bed,  thofe  waters  (hould  fwell  and 
burft  her  belly,  and  rot  her  thigh  5  but  if  flie  was  inno- 
cent, they  (hould  have  no  power  to  hurt  her.  Thefe  words 
he  firft  read  to  her  aloud,  and,  if  (he  petfifted  to  go 
on  with  the  trial,  fhe  anfwered  Amen.  He  was  then  to 
blot  out  the  words  of  the  curfe  in  the  bitter  water,  for  they 
were  written  with  a  kind  of  ink  which  could  eafily  be 
waflied  away ;  then  he  gave  her  the  water  to  drink, 
whilft  he  took  the  oflFering,  or  cake  of  jealoufy,  out  of  her 
hand,  and  waved  it  to  the  Lord,  and  burnt  part  of  it 
upon  the  altar  ;  if  (he  was  guilty,  •  it  was  fuppofed  that 
the  water  would  burft  her  belly,  and  rot  her  thigh, 
and  that  flie  would  immediately  expire.  When  no 
fuch  eiFe£ls  enfued,  flie  was  declared  innocent,  and  the 
hufband  cheriflied  her  the  more,  for  havirfg  given  him 
fuch  an  eminent  proof  of  her  chaftity  ®  (Q)»  This 
ceremony  might  have  been  inftituted  only  in  terrorem,  and. 
yet  prove  very  eflFeftual,  both  in  keeping  the  wives,  within 
the  bounds  of  conjugal  fidelity,  and  the  hufl>and$  from  too 
lightly  fufpefting  them  of  a  breach  of  it ;  efpecially  when 
corroborated  by  another  circumftance,  which  the  Jews  men- 
tion, that  thefe  waters  could  have  no  efiifl:  upon  the  wife, 
how  guilty  foever,  if  the  hufl^and  had  likewife  been  guilty 
of  tranfgrefling  the  laws  of  wedlock  ^  Whether  the  Ifrael- . 
ites  had  feen  any  fuch  cuftom  in  Egypt,  or  in  any  other 
nation,  which  they  thought  it  expedient  to  imitate  in  this 
particular,  we  will  not  affirm ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  almoft 
every  country,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  has  fince,  had  a 
kind  of  trial,  or  ordeal,  not  only  for  cafes  of  incontinency, 
but  almoft  for  every  crime. 

Mofes  contented  himfelf  with  reftraining  the  Ifraelites  Marriagi* 
from  marrying  within  certain  degrees  of  confanguinity, 

«  Numb.  V.  24,  &  feq.  f  Seld.  de  Synedr.  &  Uxor.  Heb. 

Buxtorf^  Munft.  in  Numb.  v.  Bafnag.  Rep.  Heb.  lib.  i.  cap.  12* 

(O)  This  18  all  that  we  find  other  circumftances  relating  to 
in  the  Mofalc  law.  The  Tal-  this  ceremony,  which  we 
mudifts   have    added    feveral    fliould  be  loth  to  warrant. 

Vol.  IL  N  which 
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\thich  had,  till  then,  been  permitted,  to  prevent  tfieir 
taking  wives  from  among  the  idolatrous  nations,  with 
whom  ihey  lived.  This  was  the  reafon  which  Abraham 
gave  for  chufing  a  wife  for  Ifaac  from  his  own  kindred^: 
and  his  defcendents  followed  his  example,  till  they  be- 
came exceedingly  multiplied.  By  the  law  of  Mofes,  the 
degrees  of  confanguinity  within  which  no  individual  could 
marry,  were  thefe  v  a  rather  or  mother ;  father,  or  mo- 
iher-in-law ;  the  brother  or  lifter  of  one's  father  or  mo- 
ther ;  a  grandfon  or  granddaughter ;  an  uncle  or  aunt  \ 
a  fon  or  daughter-in-law ;,  two  brothexs  or  fifters  by  the 
mother  fide  ;  becaufe  the  Jews  looked  upon  this  confan- 
guinity to  be  greater  than  the  paternal  degree,  perhaps 
from  a  belief,  that  the  mother  contributed  moft  to  the 
generation  of  the  child  ^  ;  a  brother  or  fifter-in-law  ;  the 
huiband  or  wife  of  an  uncle  or  aunt ;  the  father  and  fon, 
or  mother  and  daughter,  either  together  or  one  after 
the  death  of  the  other  *.  The  breach  of  any  of  thefe  in- 
ftitutions  was  deemed  iaceftuous,  and  punifhed  with 
death.  As  for  the  other  laws  relating  to  matrimony,  they 
feem  to  be  taken  from  the  praGice  of  the  patriarchs  (P). 
The  fame  remark  may  be  made  on  the  law  called  the 
Levirate,  which  obliged  a  man,  whofe  brother  died  with- 
out iflue,  to  marry  his  widow,  and  to  raife  up  feed  to  his 

g  Gen.  xxiv.  3,  &  feq.  *  PhiLde  Spec.  Leg.    Clem.  Alex. 

Strom,  ii.  ^  Lev  it.  xvHK  6,  &  feq. 

(P)  The  Jews  did  not  cod-  However,  there  is  a  two- fold 

tent  themfelves  with  the  fmali  difference  between  thefe,  and 

allowance  of  two  wives,  as  we  wives  of  the  firft  rank :  firft, 

may  infer  from  the  examples  with  refpe6t  to  the  manner  of 

of  David,  and  Solomon,  and  taking    them  ;     namely,    the 

many  others  :   but  it  mufl  be  latter  with  the  ufual  ceremo- 

obferved,   that  they  made   a  nies,  and  the  former  without ; 

diflindion  between  the  wives  and,  fecondly,  with  refped  to 

of  the  firft  rank,  and  thofe  of  their  authority,    and  the  ho- 

the    fecond.      The  firft  they  nour  paid  to  them  and  their 

called  nafhim,  and  the  others  children.  Maimonides  tells  us, 

]»lga(him ;  which  laft,  though  from  the  Talmud,  that  a  man 

moft  verfions  render  by  the  might  have  as  many  wives  as 

word  concuhines^    harlots^   and  he  could  maintain,  even  to  an 

prqftitutes ;    yet,    in    none  of  hundred;  and  that  it  was  not 

.    thofe     places     of    Scripture,  in  their  power  to  binder  him, 

where  that  word  occurs,  which  provided   he    had   riches   and 

are  about   thirty-fix,   is   anv  ftrength  fufficient  for  them  all. 
fuch    finifter    fenfe    implied. 

brother ; 
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Wother  ;  for  this  is  no  more  than  what  we  find  had  been 
the  practice  in  Judah's  time.     However,  Mofes  doth  here 
leave  it,  in  fome  meafure,  to  a  man's  choice,  whether  he 
wiil  comply  with  the  law,  or  not ;  and,  in  cafe  of  a  re- , 
fufal,  the  widow  could  only  fummon  him  before  the 
judges  of  the  place,  where,  it  he  perfifted,  fhe  untied  his 
flioe,  and  fpit  in  his  face,  and  faid,  "  Thus  fliall  it  be 
done  unto  the  man,  that  refufes  to  build  up  his  brother's 
houfe  or  family ;"  after  which  difgrace,  he  was  branded 
with  the  appellative  of  **  the  man  whofe  ihoe  was  unloof- 
cd."  To  this  number  we  may  alfo  add  another  law,  which 
obliged  the  hufband  to  pay  down  a  competent  dowry  for 
the  wife,  pr,  as  the  Jews  termed  it  in  their  contrafts,  to 
pay  the  price  or  equivalent  of  her  virginity  «  (  Q^)-  From 
thefeand  fuch  inftances,  we  may  like  wife  conclude,  what 
was  their  way  of  courtihip,  or  rather  of  contrafting  and 
celebrating  their  marriages.    The  former  was  tranfa£l:ed 
by  the  parents  and  relations,  on  both  fides;    and  when 
tne  matter  was  agreed,  the  bridegroom  was  introduced  to 
his  bride  ;  prefents  were  exchanged  on  all  fides  ;  the  con* 
traft  was  figned  before  witnefles  ;  and,  after  confumma- 
tion,  the  bride  tarried  fome  time  with  her  relations ;    fhe 
was  afterwards  fent  to  her  hufband's  habitation,   with 
finging  and  dances,  to  the  found  of  feveral  inftruments. 
It  was  cuftomary  with  the  parents,  to  contrafl:  thefe  mar- 
riages, whilft  their  children  were,  very  young ;  and  this 
prafbice  was  called  efpoufing ;    after  which  both  parties 
Continued  with  their  parents  till  they  were  of  age  to  con- 
fummate.     As  for  the  daughters,    whether  tney   were 
efpoufed  or  not,  they  were  kept  very  ftrift,  and  fecluded 

%  Maimon.  in  Ifhoth.  cap.  iii.  feft.  i. 
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(  Q^)  Thus  Abraham  fent 
his  ileward  with  confiderable 
riches  to  prefent  his  future 
daughter-in-law,  and  her  re- 
lations :  Jacdb  purchafed  his 
two  wives  at  the  price  of  four* 
teen  years  fervitude ;  and  when 
Hamor  came  to  alk  his  daugh- 
ter for  his  ion  Sechem,  he  bid 
b|m  raife  the  price  of  her 
dowry  as  high  as  he  pleafed. 
David  likewife  modedly  con- 


felSng  \i\%  msh\y\ty  to  pay  t, 
dowry  anfwerable  to  Saul'a 
daughter,  the  king  ac(}uitted 
him  for  an  hundred  prepuces 
of  the  Philiftines  ;  and  the  pro- 
phet Hofea'bought  a  wife  for 
fifteen  pieces  of  filver,  and  a 
finall  quantity  of  barley  :  fo 
that  a  man  might  be  truly  faid 
to  have  purchafed,  as  well  as 
to  marry  a  wife  (i)« 


(i)  Vide  Gen.  xxiv,  paffim*  Sara,  xviih  i»,  &  feq.  Ho£  iii.  i» 

N  %  from 
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from  the  fight  of  men ;  though  this  cuftom  feems  rather 
to  have  been  adopted,  after  the  misfortune  of  Jacob's 
daughter,  than  borrowed  from  their  neighbours,  who 
made  no  fcruple  to  fend  theirs  to  feed  and  water  their 
flocks,  as  we  find  in  the  inftance  of  Laban's  fifter  and 
daughters,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Jethro  among  the  Midian- 
ites '^.  From  this  fequeftration  of  the  unmarried  damfels> 
they  were  denominated.  Hidden  or  Concealed.  There 
was  likewife  another  law,  which  forbad  heirefles  to  marry 
out  of  their  own  tribe,  from  which  the  reft  were  exempt- 
ed ;  but  a  man  was  left  to  his  liberty  to  marry,  not  only 
in  any  of  the  twelve  tribes,  but  even  out  of  them,  pro- 
vided it  was  with  nations  that  ufed  circumcifion  *  j  fuch  as 
the  Midianites,  Ifhmaelites,  Edomites,  Moabites^  and 
Egyptians  (R). 

We  do  not  find,  that  marriage  was  accompanied  with 
any  religious  ceremony  ;  fuch  as  going  to  the  tabernacle 
or  temple,  offering  facrifices  ;  or  even  that  it  was  per- 
formed by,  oj:.  before  a  prieft  :  only,  from  the  exam- 
^  .  pies  of  Ifaac  with  Rebecca,  of  Boaz  with  Ruth,  and  of 
Tobias  with  Sarah,  we  may  conclude,  that  the  parents 
and  the  reft  of  the  company,  did  pray  for  the  profperity  of 
the  new-married  couple. 

.  Plurality  of  wives  was  no  great  charge  or  incumbrance 
on  the  Jews,  confidering  their  fimple  way  of  living  :  do- 
meftic  affairs  were  the  province  of  the  women  ;  whilft 
that  of  the  huft^and  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  fields  and  vine- 
yards :  dreffing  viftuals,  the  care  of  children,  fpinning,' 
carding,  and  weaving,  are  often  mentioned  in  Scripture, 
as  the  occupation  of  women  ;  whilft  their  hufbands  chofe 
the  more  laborious  works. 

Divorce,  which  was  permitted  to  the  Jews,  had  never 
been  pradHfed  by  any  of  the  patriarchs,  whatever  it  might 
have  been  by  other  nations.     The  law,  relating  to  it,  is 

^  Gen.  xxlv.  55,  &  feq.  *  Numb,  xxxvi.  paffini. 


(R)  Accordingly  we  find 
that  Mofes  married  a  Midian- 
jte ;  Boaz  a  Moabite ;  Maa- 
chah,  Abfalom's  mother,  was 
the  daughter  of  Talmai,  king 
of  Gefhur ;  Araafa  was  the  fon 
of  Jether,  an  lihmaelite,  by 
Abigail,  David's  lifler ;  and 
Solomon,  in  the  beginning  of 


his  reign,  married  Pharaoh's 
daughter.  Whenever,  there- 
fore, we  find  him,  and  other 
kings,  blamed  for  marrying 
ftrange  women,  we  muft  un- 
derfland  it  of  thofe  nations 
that  were  idolatrous  and  uncir- 
cumcifed. 

cxprefTed 


\ 
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cxpfcffed  to  this  efFeft  ^ :  "  "When  a  man  hath  taken  a 
wife,  and  married  her,  ^nd  it  come  to  pafe,  that  fhe  finds 
no  favour  in  his  eyes,  becaufe  he  has  found  in  her  fome 
uncleahnefs  5  then  let  him  write  her  a  bill  of  divorcement, 
and  give  it  into  her  hand,  and  fend  her  out  of  his  houfe- 
And  when  flie  is  departed, — (he  may  go  and  be  another 
man*s  wife  ;  and  if  her  fecond  hufband  hate  her,  and 
write  her  a  bill  of  divorce, — or  if  he  chalice  to  die, — her 
former  hufband  fhall  not  take  her  again  to  be  his  wife, 
after  (he  is  defiled ;  for  that  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord."  The  queftion  is  here,  What  is  meant  by  the 
words,  "  if  he  find  any  uncleannefs,  turpitude,  or  naked- 
nefs,  in  her  ?"  The  Jews  are  divided  in  their  opinion  about 
it :  the  Chriftians  are  altogether  as  uncertain  ;  fome  con- 
fining it  to  adultery,  and  others  to  all  enormous  crimes, 
fuch  as  idolatry,  and  apoftafy ;  which  laft  the  Scriptures 
often  call  fornication,  and  is  the  word  made  ufe  of  by  our 
Saviour  for  adultery.  .  Neverthelefs,  we  cannot  believe 
any  of  thefe  cafes  to  be  meant  by  the  words  of  Mofes  ; 
becaufe,  as  thefe  were  all  capital  crimes,  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  have  ordained  a  divorce  againft  fuch  as 
were  to  be  put  to  death.  We  think  rather,  that  it  meant 
fome  involuntary  uncleannefs^  whetHci  natural  or  con^ 
trafted,  which  rendered  her  loathfome  in  his  eyes,  or  un» 
fit  for  the  nuptial  intercourfe  ^  (S). 

Laws 

*  Deut.  xxiv.  1,  &  fcq.  k  Vid€  Jofeph.' Ant.  lib.  iv.  cap.  S. 

9c  lib.  de  Vit.  fua  ad  finem.  &  Phil,  de  Special.  Legib.  prac*  6,  &  7* 

(S)  The  form  of  the  bill  of  and  Ifracl."     Signed  by  two 

,  divorce  was    to    this    effedt :  witne^iTes ;  and  delivered  in  the 

^^  Such  a  day,  month,  and  year,  prefence  of  as  many,  at  leaft. 

I,  fuch  an  one,  of  fuch  a  From  this  time,  the  wife  was 
place,  upon,  or  near  fuch  a  .  as  much  at  her  liberty,  as  if 

river,    do,    of  my   own    free  ihe  had  been  a  widow ;    only 

confent  and  choice,  repudiate  in  both  cafes,  fhe  was  obliged 

thee,  fuch   an  one,    my   late  to  flay,  at  leafl,  ninety  days, 

wife,    banifh   thee   from   me,  before  flie  was  married  to  an- 

and  reflore  thee  to  thy  own  other,    left  fhe   fhould  prove 

liberty;      and    thou     mayefl  pregnant  by  the  lafl(  2). 
henceforth    go    whither,    and        Touching   the  controverfy, 

malfry  whom  thou  wilt:    and  whether    women  might   like- 

this  is  thy  bill  of  divorcement,  wife    divorce    their    hufbands 

and  writing  of  expullion,  ac-  upon  the  fame  ground,  we  do 

cording  to  the  law  of  Mofes  not  find  any  fuch  indulgence 

(1)  VideMof.  Kotz.  foL  133.  k  Mof.  iBgypt  part.  ii.  fo).  59. 
Sefd.  Pujctorf,  &  Goodw. 
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Laws  agatnji  Thefu 

*rhtft.  As  to  theft,  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  Jews  under-- 

ftood  the  words  in  the  Decalogue,  *'  Thou  (halt  not  fteal,'* 
of  men-ftealing ;  and  thought  that  the  other  fort  of  theft 
was  implied  in  the  laft  precept,  *'  Thou  fhalt  not  covet  :'* 
but  we  (hall  include  them  under  the  fame  head. 

The  ftealing  of  a  man  was  the  only  capital  theft  under 
the  law  of  Mofes  (T).  And  whether  the  ftolen  perfons 
had  been  fold,  or  were  ftill  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  thief, 
he  was  to  be  put  to  death  *.  All  other  theft  was  punifhed 
by  rcftitution,  and  the  addition  of  a  fine,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  theft ;  only  the  man,  that  broke  into  a 
houfe  in  the  night  to  rob,  might  be  with,  impunity  killed, 
though  not  in  the  day-time.  He  that  ftole  an  ox,  was  to 
rcftore  five  oxen  ;  if  a  fheep  or  a  goat,  four  (heep  or  four 
goats ;  but  if  he  had  neither  kincd  nor  fold  them,  buf 
they  were  found  alive  with  himf,  he  was  only  to  pay  two 
for  one.  In  cafe  the  thief  had  not  wherewith  to  make  fa- 
tisfaftion  according  to  the  law,"  it  was  lawful  for  the  pro-, 
fecutor,  if  an  Ifraelite,  to  fell  him  5  but  not,  if  he  was  % 
profelyte  of  any  kind  j  neither  could  the  former  fell  him 
to  any  but  an  Ifraelite.  If  he  had  a  wife  and  children,, 
they  niight  likewife  be  fold  with  him,  till  fatisfaftion  was 
made  to  the  ofFend<i4 ;  at  leaft  it  feems  to  have  been  fo  un-, 
derftood  and  praftifed  by  the  Jews,  in  cafes  of  debt,^ 
though  Mofes  mentions  none  here  but  the  thief. 
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granted  to  them  by  Mofes,  for  her  to  many  another,  till 
unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  a  virgin  fhe  had  firfl  obtained  a  divarce 
betrothed  by  her  patents  be-  frbm  him.  He  adds,  that  Sa-, 
fore  ihe  was  twelve  years  of  k)me,fifter  of  Herod  the  Great, 
age,  who  might  then  refufe  to  was  the  firft  who  took  upon 
ratify  the  contract,  which  her  her  to  repudiate  her  hufbaud, 
parents  had  made,  without  whofe  example  was  foon  fol- 
giving  any  other  reafon,  than  lowed  by  others,  .  mentioned 
that  flie  did  not  like  the  perfon  by  the  fame  author  (3), 
dcfigried  for  her :  but  this  can-  (T)  The  Jews  however  con- 
not  be  called  a  divorcement,  fine  it  to  the  dealing  of  an  If- 
becaufc  there  is  no  marriage  in  raelite.  As  for  the  flealing  of 
the  cafe.  Jofephus  therefore  Grangers,  the  offender  was  not 
thinks,  that  a  divorce  was  fo  to  be  put  to  death,  according 
far  from  being  permitted  to  to  them,  but  only  to  make 
women,  that  if  the  hulband  reflitution. 
Ibrfook  her,  it  was  not  lawfui 

(3)  Jof.  Ant.  Kb.  xr.  cap.  ri.  xviii.  7    xx.  15.  &  in  Vit.  fda. 

Whe^ 
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When  a  man  was  fuf|>cacd  of  theft,  and  the  profectitor 
had  not  fufficient  proof  againft  him,  he  might  oring  him 
before  the  judges,  and  have  both  him,  and  thofe  whom  he 
thought  his  accomplices,  examined  upon  oath.  If  they 
could  be  afterwards  proved  forfworn,  they  were  put  to 
death,  not  for  the  theft,  but  for  the  perjiuy.  The  fame 
law  reached  alfo  to  the  receiver,  or  concealer  of  ftolen 
gOoi$,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch  "* ;  for  fo  they  under- 
ftood  the  words^  "  He  (ball  bear  hi$  iniquity." 

All  kind  of  ufury,  whether  of  money,  grain,  appanel,  Ufitrj, 
&c.  was  likewife  forbid  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  from  one 
Ifraelite  to  another ;  in  which  cafes,  the  ufurer  might  be 
compelled,  by  the  judges,  to  refund  his  extortion.     They 
were  commanded  on  the  contrary,  w^henever  a  brother 
was  waxed   poor,  to  fupport  and  aflifl  him  with  fuch 
things  as  he   needed,   without  proposing  to  themfelves 
any  other  advantage  by  fo  doing,  than  the  bleffing  of 
God  ^ :   but  of  ftraiigers,  that  k,  of  the  Gentiles,  they  j^  |;^j  ^ 
were  permitted  to  take  ufury ;   yet  fo  as  not  to  oppreis  oppreffiw. 
thcnx  by  too  great  extortion  (U)* 

-  Laws  againjl  bearing fa^  fViififfs^ 

The  foundation  of  thefe  is  in  that  of  the  Decalogue,  ^nlfi  wU^ 
"  Thou  Ihalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft   thy  neigh-  nefs^ 
hour  °."  The  judges  were  bound  to  abi&  by  the  teftimony 
of  two  or  three  wituefles,  efpectally  in  capital  cafes,  ^ 
fingle  evidence  not  being  fufficient  tb  condoftin  any  man',. 

Laws  agmnjl  ctuviting  another's  Property^ 

The  tenth  precept  of  the  Decalogue,  "  Thou  Ihalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  houfe,  wife,  8cc.*'  i«  juftly  efteem- 

n  Levit.  v^  i.  '^  Exod.  xxii..  «5,  Sc  feq,    I^vit.  xxv.  3^ 

ie  feq.     Deut.  xxiii.  19.  <^  Excxt  x;x:.  f  6*  xxiii.  «•    Deut* 

V.  20.  p  Deut.  xvii.  6. 

(U)  Oppreffing  of  fervants  oned  enormous  crimes,   cog- 

and  hirelings ;    dl^auding,  or  nizable   by   the  judges,    who 

even   detaining    their  wages,  were  impowered  tso  caufc  fuit- 

though  bat  one  night,  deny-  able  fatisfadion  to  be  made, 

ing  them  neceflary  food,  and  Taking  things  in  pledge  from 

recite  ;      private     mifchiefs,  the  indigent,    of  which  they 

fuch  as  roifleading  the  blind,  ilood  in  confhmt  need ;    fuch 

or  even  another's  cattle ;    re-  as  their  garments,  bed-cloath#, 

moving  of  land-marks ;  digging  the  nether  or  upper  milUitone, 

of  piti^,  and  leaving  them  un-  was  no  lefs  forbidden, 
covered;  were  likewife  reck- 

N  4  edj 
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.  cd,  by  the  Jewifli  doftors,  the  prop  and  foundation  of  all 
the  other  laws  of  the  fecond  table  ;  and  he  that-  obferves 
this,  is  in  no  danger  of  breaking  the  reft.  Whether  the 
ancient  Jews  underftood  it  in  that  ftri£l  and  refined  fenfe 
which  the  Gofpcl  implies,  or  only  of  fuch  overt-afts  as 
tended  to  the  procuring  of  any  thing  by  unlawful  means, 
is  not  eafy  to  determine.  TheTalmudifts,  however,  con- 
demn by  if,  the  very  defire  formed  and  indulged  in  the 
heart,  though  it  doth  not  proceed  to  aftion  p. 

jln  Abridgement  §f  fome  other  mixed  Laws  relating  to  Food^ 
Raiment^  Plantings  Sowings  Decency,  and  Cleanlinefs  \ 
and  of  fuch  Difeafes  as  excluded  Men  from  common  Society, 

Jeaittfl  ^^  ^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  prohibited  by  the  Mofaic  law,  blood 

gating  of      i^ay  he  reckoned  in  the  firft  place,  that  prohibition  being 
tlooi^.  as  old  as  the  deluge.     We  find  it  exprefsly  forbidden  by 

Mofes,  in  feveral  places,  not  only  to  the  Ifraelites,  but  to 
the  ftrangers  that  lived  among  them,  even  under  pain  of 
death.  It  feems  to  have  been  put  on  the  level  with  facri- 
ficing  on^'s  feed  to  Moloch  •,  for,  it  is  faid  that  God  will 
fet  his  face  againft  him  that  tranfgreffot  in  either  cafe ; 
which  expreflion  is  not  ufed  in  any  other  prohibition. 
The  reafon  given  for  this  interdiftion,  is  that  the  blood 
(which  is  alfo  the  life)  of  the  viAim,  makes  atonetnent 
for  fin  ^ ;  purfuant  to  which  declaration,  the  tabernacle, 
with  all  its  utenfils,  was  at  firft  purified  with  it ;  the  co- 
venant between  God  and  the  people  was  ratified  with 
blood  ;  and  without  blood  there  could  be  no  remiifion  of 
fin  '. 
Vncleau  Next  to  the  blood,  was  forbidden  likewife  the  flefti  of 

meats^  a  confiderable  number  of  beafts,  fowls,  fifties,  and  rep- 
tiles, which  were  deemed  unclean.  This  diftini^ion, 
however,  of  clean  and  unclean,  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to 
have  its  origin  from  the  Mofaic  law,  and  to  have  been  ufed 
proleptically,  when  the  hiftorian  mentions  it  even  before 
the  flood'.  We  ftiall  not,  however,  enter  into  a  nice  fcru- 
tiny  about  the  animals  thus  forbidden;  but  refer  the  cu- 
rious to  the  learned  Bochart's  elaborate  treatife  on  that 
fubjeft '  5  and  mention  only  the  general  rule,  which  Mor 
fes  has  given  to  diftinguifti  the  clean  from  the  unclean, 
which  the  rcade>  may  fee  in  the  following  note  (X). 

With 

p  Vide  Praec.  Ncg.  158.         q  Lcvit.  xvii.  11.  r  Heb.ix.  %%• 

U  alib,  paffim.         *  Gen.  vii.  s.  t  Hierozoic.  padim. 

(X)    Of  beafts,    whatever    the  hoof,  was  to  be  reckoned 
chcwpd  thp  cud,  a^d  divided    clca^ ;  aQd  wh^tcv^r  bad  npt 
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With  refpefi:  to  the  article  of  raiment,  Mofes  has  left 
no  pofitive  lawS|  except  that  which  belonged  to  the 
priefts,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  elfewhere ;  and  where 
he  orders  the  people  to  wear  blue  fringes  to  the  borders  of 
their  garments,  for  a  remembrance,  that  they  were  now 
no  longer  to  live  after  their  own  will,  but  after  the  com- 
mands of  God.  The  two  moft  remarkable  of  the  nega- 
tive kind,  are  thofe  that  forbid  the  promifcuous  habit  of 
both  fexes,  and  the  weaving  of  two  different  ftuf]%,  fuch 
as  linen  and  woollen,  in  the  fame  garment  '•  The  firft  is 
fuppofed  to  haVe  been  defigned  to  prevent  the  fhameful 
abufes  which  might  attend  fuch  difguifes  \    and  the  fe-* 

•  Numb.  XV.  38,  39,     Deut.  xxii. 


185 


both  thefe  qualifications,  as 
the  fwine,  which  divideth  the 
hoof,  but  doth  not  chew  the 
cud ;  or  the  camel,  hare,  rab- 
bet, which  chew  the  cud,  and 
do  not  part  the  hoof,  was  for- 
bidden as  unclean'.  Of  fowl, 
all  carnivorous  birds,  fuch  as 
the  eagle,  vulture,  and  the 
like;  all  that  had  four  feet, 
and  yet  flew,  as  the  bat.  Of 
fifhes,  all  that  had  fins  and 
fcales  were  lawful,  and  all  that 
wanted  either,  were  forbidden. 
Of  infedls,  all  that  had  wings 
to  raife  themfelves  from  the 
earth  might  be  eaten;  but 
whatever  only  crawled  on  the 
eanh,  was  unclean •  LafUy, 
the  fat  of  the  clean  beads  was 
forbidden,  not  becaufe  it  was 
unclean,  much  lefs  becaufe  it 
is  hard  of  digeflion,  which  is 
the  reafon  fome  authors  give 
for  the  prohibition  of  this  and 
blood,  and  fwine's  fiefh,  feeing 
their  laborious  life,  and  healthy 
confHtution,  rendered  the  If- 
raelites  more  capable  to  digeft 
them,  than  many  among  us, 
^nd  other  nations,  who  lead  an 


indolent  life,  and  yet  can  eat 
of  them  all  without  any  incon- 
venience :  but  the  reafon  is 
given  in  the  text,  namely,  be- 
caufe in  all  facrifices,  the  fat 
was  to  be  burnt  upon  the  altar, 
as  appertaining  unto  God  (3), 
The  flefli  of  beafts  torn  in  pieces, 
or  that  died  of  themfelvesi 
was  likewife  forbidden  (4). 

All  that  needs  to  be  farther 
added,  with  refpe6t  to  unclean 
animals,  is,  that  though  the 
touch  of  them,  while  alive, 
was  not  defiling,  yet  that  of 
their  carcafes  was;  inlomuch 
that  even  the  veflels  and  li- 
quors, into  wbich  their  blood 
fell,  were  made  unclean  by  it ; 
the  liquors  were  to  be  thrown 
away,  the  veilels  purified,  and 
the  perfon  who  touched  them, 
was  to  wafh  himfelf,  and  be 
unclean  until  evening.  A  well, 
however,  a  fountain,  or  any 
large  receptacle  of  water,  was 
not  defiled  by  the  blood  or  car« 
cafe,  but  only  the  perfon  who 
took  the  unclean  creature  out 
of  them  (5). 


(3)  Levit.  ill.  44,  ic  feq. 


(4)  Exod.  xxii.  31. 


(5)  Levit. 

cond 
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cond  to  pr^fenre  uniformity  and  order  (Y).    This  laft 
iiimptnary  law  feems  to  have  been  made  with  fomc  oecos^ 
nomical  view  for  the  encouragement  of   manufa£kure, 
Liprojy.  But  of  all  the  difeafes  mentioned  in  the  laft  note,  the  Icl 

profy  was  reckoned  the  moil  defiling  (Z)  \  for  which  rea. 


(Y)  It  18  equally  difficult  to 
afTign  any  good  reafon  for  thus 
being  prohibiBed  to  fow  differ- 
ent feedsy  or  plant  divers  kinds 
of  trees  in  the  fame  field ;  or 
plow  with  a  mixture  of  cattle, 
fuch  as  an  ox  or  an  afs,  Clean- 
lineis  and  decency,  as  being 
obvious  r^quifites  in  hot  cli- 
mates, are  enjoined  by  Mofes 
under  fevere  penalties.  AU 
matrimonial  commerce  was  for- 
bid for  a  certain  time  after 
child-birth,  during  the  month- 
ly periods,  or  after  any  acci- 
dental weaknefsof  that  kind; 
in  men,  nodurnal  pollutions, 
running  fores:  and  whatever 
was  touched  by  any  perfon  fo 
defiled,  whether  chair,  bed, 
table,  or  any  other  utenfil, 
was  alfo  deemed  unclean,  and 
defiled  all  thofe  that  touched 
them  ;  and  all  were  to  be  pu- 
rified according  to  the  law. 

(Z)  Mofes  diiftinguifhes  three 
forts  of  leprofy,  namely,  of 
the  body,  garments,  and  houfes« 
The  firil  is  a  cuticular  difeafe, 
not  unlike  an  inveterate  itch 
or  fcurvy.  The  leprofy  of  the 
garments  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  owing  to  fome  defed  in 
the  management  of  the  wool, 
ikins,  and  (luffs,  of  which  they 
were  made;  thofe  manufac- 
tures being  then  very  imperfe£t. 
The  heat  of  the  climate  might 
contribute  towards   it>      The 


marks  of  .this  kitxd  ef  leproflr 
were  fpots,  either  of  a  reddim 
or  gr^eniih  hue,  which  appear- 
ed upon  the  garments,  whether 
of  linen,  wookn,  or  of  fkins* 
In  thefe  cafes  they  were  to  be 
brought  to  the  priefls,  and  ac- 
cording as  they  appeared  to 
them,  were  either  burnt,  or 
waflied  and  cleaned;  or  the 
fpots  cut  out,  and  the  reft  de- 
clared clean  and  wholefbme. 

As  to  the  leprofy  of  houfes, 
it  was  of  different  kinds ;  either 
a  fort  of  vermin  that  bred  i^ 
the  cement ;  or  a  kind  of  rufl 
or  (curf,  that  fpread  itfelf  along 
the  walls.  In  thefe  cafes,  the 
priefts  were  directed  to  fhut  the 
noufes  up  for  a  week  ;  and  it 
is  probable,  they  made  fome 
kind  of  fumigation,  during 
that  rime,  though  no  mention 
is  made  of  it ;  elfe  we  cannot 
fee,  how  the^  bare  fhutring  it 
up,  could  contribute  to  the 
cure.  If  upon  the  opening  it 
again,  they  found  the  marks 
gone,  they  pronounced  it  clean; 
if  not,  they  caufed  them  to  be 
fcraped  off  every  where,  and 
the  houfe  to  be  fhut  up  another 
feven  days  ;  and  if  that  fecond 
fequeflration  did  not  work  the 
cure,  they  ordered  it  to  be  de- 
molifhed,  and  fuch  materials 
of  it  only  to  be  prcferved, 
as  were  free  from  the  infec- 
tion (4). 


(4)  Vide  Lcvit.  xiii.  47,  &  feqq.  &  xiv.  per  tot.  Vide  Journal 
des  S^  a  vans,  ann.  1668.  Calanety  Diifert.  prefixed  to  his '  Com- 
ihent.  on  LevitJ 

fon 
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fcn  Aiofe  infeded  wiA  it^  were  forced  to  Uvt  (e^^ate 
from  the  reft,  till  they  were  cured;  rtionarcKs  thcra- 
felve^  were  not  exempted  from  this  larw,  as  appears 
from  the  inftance  of  king  Azariah*  or  U^ah,  as  he  is 
called  in  the  Chronicles^  who,  having  too  far  intruded 
into  the  prieftly  office  S  was  fmitten  with  an  incurable 
USfToty^  deprived  of  hk  gov^f nmeat^  and  forced  to  live 
q»u<t  to  the  day  of  his  death.  And,  indeed^  one  kind  of 
it  was  of  fo  infe£t^V)S  ^  nature^  that  too  miuch  caution 
ei>v$d  not  be  ufed  to  prevent  its  fpreading,;  infomucfa, 
that  even  thofe  that  died  of  it,  Were  buried  feparately 
IroBa:  th^  reft  "*.  As  for  the  other,  called  the  dify  leprofy, 
it  ^as  not  an  infe£kious  difeafe  (A). 

». 

<  Comp.  ft  Kings  XV.  5.  &  ft  Cbron.  xxvi.  16,  Sc  kqq^ 
t  ftChron.  xxvi.  ver.  utt. 

♦ 

(A)  The  prieftfi  were  the  Kp  povcred  With  a  kind   of 

proper  judges^  both  of  the  dlf-  muffler,  to  prevent  his  iafedl* 

eafe  and  thecure ;  concerning  ing  others  by  his  breath.     But 

which  Mofes  gave  them  feve-  one  may  rcafonably  fuppofe^ 

ral  plain  directions,  though  we  that  they  had  places  in  \Vhich 

do  hot  find  tha^  he  prefcribed  thofe    lepers    lived    together, 

any  remedy  againft  it,  becaufe^  and  made  a  kind  of  commu- 

as  the  Jews  think,  it  was  an  nity  among  tftemfclves.     We 

immediate  j udgmefit  from  God.  read  of  four  of  them  that  y^ent 

The  fame  they  affirm  alfo  of  together  out  of  fome  quarter  of 

tl^eleprofy  of  houfes  and  gar-  Samaria  into  the  Ai!yriancamt>, 

ments  ;    which,  tJiey  pretend,  when  the  famine  raged  in  the 

was  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  city ;  and  of  ten  in,  the  Gof- 

aad  to  the  land  of  Judaea ;  be-  pel,    who  applied  themfelves 

caufc  God  had   promifcd   to  in  a  body,   to  Chrift,   to  be 

them,   that,  whilft  they  con-  healed  by  him.    Peribns,  gar- 

tinucd  obedient  to  his  laws,  iftents,  and  hotifes,  being  cur* 

iheir  bodies,  houfes,  and  gar-  ed  of  this  diftemper,  were  to 
meats,     flfiould   be    preferved'   be  further  purified  by  the  prieft, 

from  that  difeafe  ;    but  when  We  have  already  fpoken  of  the 

they  proved  Hubborn  and  re-  facrifices,    which  were  to  be 

belUous,  he  would  fend  it  as  a  offered  upon  this  occaiion,  in 

punifhment  upon  them.  When  its  proper  place.    As  for  the 

the  priefl  had   pronounced  a  other  ceremonies,  enjoined  by 

nan  infeAed  with  leprofy,  he  Mofes,    we     (ball    refer    our 

was  not  only  fecluded  frorh  the  reader  to  the  book  of  Leviti* 

fociety  of  clean  perfohs,  but  cus,  where  he  may  fee  a  full 

obliged  to  go  bare-headed,  with  account  of  them  (5 } • 
his  cbaths  rent,  and  his  upper 

(5)  Vide  It.  Rabbin,  per  omn.  $c  Theodor.  quseft.  18.  in  Levit. 
Mof.  Gerund.  Racanat.  Abr.  Sepharad  &  al.  Munft.  in  Levit. 
^i.  ft  Kings  vii.  |.  S.    Luke  xyli«  11. 

Manetho^ 
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Manethoi  and  feveral  other  heathen  writers  after  him  *, 
have  affirmed  that  Egypt,  being  grievoufly  infected  with 
the  leprofy,  king  Bocborus  was  advifed  by  the  oracle,  to 
fend  all  the  lepers  into  a  defert  place,  where  they  might 
perifh  for  want  of  fuftenance.  This  advice  was  followed, 
and  the  lepers  being  driven  to  the  defolate  place,  Mofes, 
who  was  one  of  the  number,  obferved,  by  tracing  the 
footfteps  of  a  wild  afs,  a  fpot,  where  they  found  water  to 
quench  their  third;  Thus  revived,  they  chofe  him  for 
their  guide,  and  were  by  him  condu£):ed  and  fettled  in 
the  land  of  Canaan,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  days.  In  me- 
mory of  this  expedition,  he  ordered  the  feventh  day  to  be 
a  day  of  reft,  and  forbad  the  eating  of  fwine's  fleih,  be- 
caufe  that  creature  is  fubjeft  to  the  leprofy.  In  remem- 
brance of  their  kind  benefaftor,  the  afs  that  faved  their 
lives,  he  commanded  an  afs's  head  to  be  fet  up  and  wor- 
ihipped  in  their  temple.  This  ftory  is  confuted  by  Jofe- 
phus.  Indeed,  the  care  which  Mofes  took  with  refpeft 
to  this  diftemper,  fufficiently  ihews,  that,  at  leaft,  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  Ifraelites  were  free  from  it,  at  their 
departure  from  Egypt  \  elfe  it -would  have  been  impoffible 
to  fegregate  them  from  the  reft,  and  to  have  executed 
thefe  laws  which  excluded  them  from  the  commerce 
of  thofe  who  were  free  from  the  diforder. 

Of  the  Cti/lomSf  Learning j   Jris,   and  Commerce  of  the 

Jews. 

Their  cuftoms,  both  religious  and  civil,  being  chiefly 
founded  upon  their  laws,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them 
having  been  already  mentioned  under  that  article,  we 
ihall  have  the  lefs  to  fay  here,  efpecially  confidering  the  • 
barrennefs  of  the  fubje£t,  for  want  of  books  and  authors, 
of  a  date  old  enough  to  be  depended  upon.  We  have  al- 
ready mentioned  all  that  could  be  coUefted  concerning 
their  cuftoms  at  weddings  and  feftivals :  we  (hall  now  fay 
fomething  of  thofe  that  were  ufed  at  births,  and  feafts  : 
to  which  we  ftiall  add  a  fhort  account  of  fome  of  their 
prad;ices  at  their  high-places,  groves,  and  other  places  of 
idolatrous  worfliip ;  of  their  divinations,  games,  and  ce- 
remonies ufed  at  burials.  It  may  be  remembered,  that 
circumcifion  was  not  enjoined  by  the  Mofaic  law,  but  by 

X  Manefb,  tp.  Jofeph.  cent.  Apion.  Tacit.  Joft.  ex  Trog.  Plu- 
tarch. &  al. 

virtue 
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Yirtue  of  the  exprefs  command  given  to  Abraham.  But  drifmnus 
nothing  is  ordained  either  with  refpeft  to  the  perfon  by  at  circum" 
whom,  nor  with  what  inftrumcnt,  nor  in  what  manner  ^ifi^* 
the  ceremony  was  to  be  performed ;  only  that  the  fore- 
ikin  fliould  be  cut  ofF  on  the  eighth  day :  fo  that  it  was 
left  to  the  option  of  the  parent,  either  to  perform  it  him- 
felf,  or  to  employ  fome  other  perfon,  whether  a  prieft, 
furgeon,  or  friend.  In  this  laft  capacity,  it  was  looked 
upon  as  an  high  compliment  to  be  choien  to  that  ofEce. 
TTie  inftrument  was  generally  a  knife  or  razor,  made  of 
fome  .kind  of  ftone,  as  being  thought  lefs  dangerous  than 
thofe  of  fteel;  the  ufe  of  which  they  might  have  learned 
from  the  Egyptians,  who  ufed  them  in  opening  bodies 
whiicn  were  to  be  embalmed.  They  were  not  obliged  to 
carry  the  child  to  the  fynagogue,  much  lefs  to  the  tem- 
ple, but  had  him  circumcifed  at  home.  Here  the  father, 
or  fome  friend  deputed  by  him,  held  the  child  in  his 
arms,  whilft  the  operator  took  the  prepuce,  either  with 
one  hand,  or  with  pincers  made  for  that  purpofe,  and 
with  the  other  cut  off  the  fore&in,  whilft  another  held  a 
porringer  filled  with  fand,  foi  him  to  fling  it  in,  and  to 
receive  the  blood.  He  then  applied  his  mouth  to  the 
place,  and,  having  fucked  the  blood,  which  generally 
flowed  plentifully,  twice  or  thrice,  and  fpit  it  out  into  a 
cup  of  wine,  he  threw  fome  flyptic  powder  upon  the 
wound,  and  dreffed  it  once  a  day,  till  it  was  well.  As 
toz  the  form  of  words  ufed  upon  fuch  occafions,  as  far  as 
probable  conje£tures  will  go,  we  ihall  have  occafion  to 
mention  it  under  another  article  ;  to  which  they  added,  no 
doubt,  fome  prayers  and  bleflings.  At  prefent,  the  ope- 
rator, having  dreffed  the  wound,  applies  the  cup  of  wine 
and  blood  to  the  infant's  lips,  pronouncing  thefe  words 
of  the  prophet,  **  Live  in  thy  blood  5"  then  repeating  the 
cxxviiith  pfalm,  he  wifhes  the  parents  joy,  and  that  they 
may  thus  alTift  at  his  wedding  y.  But  how  old  thefe  cul- 
toms  are,  we  cannot  determine  :  all  that  can  be  added  is^ 
that  this  ceremony  was  ufually  accompanied  with  great 
rejoicing  and  feafting ;  and  it  was  at  that  time  that  the 
child  was  to  be  named  by  the  parents,  in  the  prefence  of 

the  company.    Thefe  names  were  generally  fignificant 

• 

7  De  his  vide  Fag.  in  Deut.  x.  Mof.  Kotx.  in  Tradl.  de 
Circumcif.  fol.  115.  Maimon.  Tra£V.  CircumCif.  cap.  i,  &  s. 
Buxtorf.  Syn.  Jud  cap.  4,  &  alib*  Quandt.  de  Cultris  Circumci£ 
Hcbr. 

of 


1 90  The  Hlftory  tf  the  ^ewi 

of  fomething  relarifig  to  the  parents,  or  the  cliild»  6t  16 
feme  other  circumftances  of  time  (B). 
Weffing,  Thefe  firft  ceremonies  being  over,  the  matter  of  the 

houfe  began  to  crave  a  blefling,  if  there  was  no  ftranger, 
nor  any  perfon  of  a  fuperior  raiik  «^5  for*  in  that  cafe,  he 
complimented  him  with  this  office.  He  then  took  a  cup 
full  of  wine,  and,  having  bleffed  the  Creator  of  the  vine, 
he  fipped  a  little  of  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  next  perfon^  till 
it  had  gone  round.  This  was  called  the  birkath  ajajtn,  the 
iiejjing  ^f  the  wine.  From  thence  he  pafled  to  the  bleffing, 
and  breaking  of  the  bread,  and  diftributing  it  to  the  guefts. 
As  foon  as  they  had  done  eating,  the  lame  perfon  who 
had  craved  the  bleiTmg  was  obliged  to  give  thanks  j  the 
feaft  was  concluded  with  another  cupful  of  wine,  and 
this  was  called  the  bleffing  of  plenty.  Whether  their  cuf- 
tom  was  to  fit  at  meat,  or  lie  down,  is  a  controvcrfy  of 
more  nicety  than  moment.  However,  to  us,  the  former 
feems  more  probable,  at  Icaft  before  the  captivity.  We 
read,  that  Jofcph  made  his  brethren  fit  down  to  cat  with 
him  ;  and  David  faid  to  Jonathan,  **  To-morrow  I  fliould 
fit  down  at  meat  with  the  king.*'  It  muft  be  owned, 
however,  that,  in  the  time  of  Ghrift,  the  cuftom  was 
altered  to  that  of  lying  down. 
Htgh  The  Jewifh  high  places  were  of  two  forts ;  thofe  where 

places.  they  only  worfhipped  the  true  God,  by  burning  ineefifei 
and  offering  facrifices  to  him  4  and  thofe  where  they 
ierved  ftrange  gods,  and  committed  abominations  in  their 
wor(hip.  Both  thefe  became  lb  common  and  univerfal» 
Ihat  we  read  of  but  few  kings  ,who  had  the  courage  to 
pull  them  down,  whilft  many  others,  though  otherwife 
commended  for  their  piety  and  zeal,  left  them  uadiftarb* 

«^(C)-  The 

t  Vide  I  Sam.  Mt.  13.  ^^^ 


Sitti/ig 
down* 


(B)  The  devouter  part  ufed 
to  join  the  names^  of  God,  Jah 
and  £1,  to  that  of  the  child ; 
thus  Abijah  fignifies  God  my 
father  \  and Zechariah,  theme- 
m^riai  of  the  Lord^  Uzziel  and 
Daniel,  the  firength  or  judge 
ment  of  God.  Some  had  a  quite 
different  meaning,  as  libbofh- 
Cth,  the  man  ofjbame ;  Mcphi- 
boflieth,  Jhame  qf  the  mouth. 
Others  were  taken  from  living 


creatures:  Tzipor,  a  hlrd\ 
Rachel,  ajheep\  Chamor,  an 
afs\  Nachafh,  aferpent\  Ta* 
mar,  a  palm-tree ;  and  the  like : 
and  Eli's  daughter-in-law,  a^l** 
ed  her  Ton  Icabod,  ^vhere  is 
the  glory  f  when  ihe  heand 
that  the  ark  was  taken  by  the 
Philiftines. 

(C)    The    firft    of    thefe, 
though  lefs  criminal,  and  feem- 
ingiy  countenanced  by  the  ex- 
amples 
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The  Ifraelites   alfo  gave  themfelves  up  to  all  kinds  of  Diwna^ 

divinations  and  witcheries,  though  as  cxprefsly  forbidden,   natms. 

by  the  law  of  Mofes,  as  the  former.     Mofes  cxprefles 

diemun  the  following  terms  * :   **  There  fhall    not  be 

found  among  you,  any  one  that  maketh  his  fon  or  his 

daughter  pafs  through  the  fire,  or  that  ufeth  divinations, 

or  an  obferver  of  times,  or  an  enchanter,    or  a  witch, 

or  a  charmer,  or  a  confulter  with  familiar  fpirits,  or  a 

wizard,  or  a  necromancer  (D). 

Games, 
^Deut.  xviii,  10,  it. 

^OTples  of  Samuel,  David,  £-  commerce  of  the  younger  ge- 
liiha,  and  other  infpired  per-  Deration,  by  furnifhing  the 
fons,  were,  oevcrthcleft,  ex-  votaries  with  all  kind  of  conve- 
prefsly  forbidden;  but,  as  to  niencies.  Solomon  is  juflly  ' 
the  laft,  nothing  could  be  more  branded,  in  Scripture,  for 
fcverely  prohibited ;  neverthe-  having  brought  this  evil  to  its 
le&,  Jomua  had  been  fcarce  greateft  height,  by  the  multi- 
dead  above  twenty-  years  ere  tude  of  his  ftrange  women,  an 
th^  b^;an  to  relapfe  into  this  abufe  whick  was  nev^  tho- 
deledioo*  It  began  about  the  roughly  rooted  out  till  Jofiah's 
times  of  Othniel  and  Ehud,  reign  (i). 
and  increafed  fo  fafl,  and  (D)  The  mofi  inhuman  of 
fpread  fo  wide,  that  it  would  all  thofe  practices  was  that  of 
beendjeis  to  enumerate  their  paffing  their  childrea  througl^ 
faUb  deities,  and  the  places  the  fire,'  This  rite  feems  to 
dedicated  to  their  worihip,  as  have  been  peculiar  to  Mojloch, 
well  as  the  abominable  cere-  who  is  therefore  alio  called 
monies  pra^lifed  in  them.  Anamalech,  from  anuab^  to  an^ 
They  adopted  the  faliie  gods  fwer^  becaufe  he  gave  anCwers 
of  all  thofe  nations  in  the  raidd  to  all  thofe  who  confulted  him 
of  whom  they  lived,  and  i&t  by^  this  rite,  either  by  hi^ 
up  altars  and  idols  to  them  priefls,  or  by  dreams.  Divi' 
upon  every  hill  and  high  place*  nations  were  performed  by  con- 
The  fun,  moon,  and  ilacs  fulting  the  ilars,  clouds,  figns, 
were  of  the  i^jyimber  of  their  and  tokens.  This  feems  to  be 
gods ;  and,  as  their  rites  be-  the  meaning  of  the'  word  /»e«- 
came  more  and  more  fhanoeful,  nacbejh  here,  which  is  uever- 
and  unfit  for  common  view,  thelefs  fometimes  ufed  in  a 
they  fet  up  tents  and  booths,  good  fenfe.  Thus  Laban  faya 
and  planted  groves  to  conceal  to  Jacob,  *'  Nachaihti,  I  have 
their  abominable  practices,  obferved,  or  experienced  that 
The  very  women,  who  were  God  has  bleifed  me  for  thy< 
grown  too  old  for  proflitution  fake."  Jofeph  makes  ufe  of 
in  their  own  perfons,  became  the  fame  verb,  fpeaking  of  his 
fabfervient    to    the  infamous  divining  cup;  but   we  mu^ch 

(1)  Vide  Judg.  lii,  5,  &  feqq.    Ezek*  xiii.  17,  &  feqq.  &  alib. 
I  Kings  iii.  2,  &  feqq.  x).  i,  &  ieqq. 

'  doubt 


\ 
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Qames,  for  ought  that  appears  upon  record,  were  the 
only  cuftom  in  which  they  did  not  imitate  their  neigh-* 
boursi  at  lead  which  they  did  not  introduce  into  their 
commonwealth.  They  had  not  fo  much  as  a  name  for 
them,  but  what  doth  properly  fignify  to  laugh,  play,  toy, 
and  fuch  like  innocent  amufements.  Even  Solomon  him- 
felf,  who  had  imitated,  or  rather  furpafled,  the  grandeur 
of  other  kingdoms,  and  indulged  himfelf  in  all  other  va- 
nities, pr  what  he  calls  the  delights  of  the  fons  of  pien, 
fome  of  which  were  near  of  kin  to  thefe,  as  his  fingers 
and  muficians  of  both  fex<;s»  doth  yet  make  no  mention  of 
any  kind  of  games,  either  of  hazard  or  entertainments  of 
the  theatre }  neither  do  the  Scriptures  any  where  fpeak  of 
fuch. 
Dtverfions.  Their  diverfions  feem  to  have  confided  chiefly  in  eating, 
drinking,  dancing,  and  mufic.  The  Scriptures  often 
exprefs  the  fimplicity  of  their  happy  lives,  by  fitting,  and 
eating  and  drinking,  everyone  under  his  vine  and  under  his 
fig-tree.  But  even  thefe  diverfions  could  not  be  very  fre- 
quent, unlefs  it  were  upon  fuch  folemn  occafions,  as  we 
have  mentioned  before,  or  at  their  flieep-fliearing,  harveft, 
and  vintage,  becaufe  they  would  elfe  have  had  but  little 
time  to  tranfafl:  their  countiy  affairs. 

doubt  whether  this  is  capable  of  his  wonders,  belahatehem, 
of  fo  favourable  a  fenfe.  Boo-  which  word  may  fignify  aflame^ 
hart  has  given  us  an  account  or  the  glittering  of  a  fpear  or 
of  feveral  divinations  perform-  lance,  becaufe  it  dazzles  the 
ed  by  means  of  ferpents.  An-  fight.  The  Septuagint,  how- 
other  way  was  by  familiar  fpi-  ever,  have  tranllated  it  ^«p/xa- 
rits,  which  the  Hebrew  calls  ti^^  apothecaries^  and  the  La- 
oboth,  fuch  as  the  witch  of  tins,  veneftcos^  polfoners.  The 
Endor  is  faid  to  have  had  ;  and  chtrver  may  be  properly  rcn- 
interrogating  the  dead,  which  dered  a  mutter er^  from  chavar^ 
the  Septuagmt  render  IsrtpwTflrir  to  gather^  couple^  or  ajjhciatey 
Ttf;  »£Xf»;.  The  mekafheph  becaufe*  he  fpeaks  with  his  lips 
may  be  properly  enough  ren-  joined.  To  thefe  the  prophets 
dered,  by  legerdemain,  one  have  added  fome  others,  fuch 
'  who  deceives  the  fight,  and  as  confulting  by  teraphims, 
impofes  upon  the  beholders ;  and  by  the  flight  of  arrows, 
fuch  as  thofe  whom  Pharoah  by  the  liver  of  beafls,  byftocks 
iet  againfl:  Mofes,  who  are  and  flaves,  and  fuch  like ; 
there  called  makihaphim,  and  feveral  of  which  praftices  were 
are  faid  to  have  imitated  fome  forbid  under  pain  of  death  (2), 

(2)  Vide  Maim.  &  Abarban  in  Leg.  170.  Gcn.xxx.  47,  Hicro- 
zoic.  lib.  i. cap.  Hi.  parti.  Exod,  vii.  11.  &  alib,  pafi*.  Beker. 
Mondevenchant6.    Ezek^xxi,  »x»    Hof.  iy.  it. 

Their 
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iTheit  diet^  except  on  fcftivals,  feems  to  have  been  very  d'uU 
)>)ain.  Boa2,  a  mighty  man,  complimented  Ruth  with 
drinking  of  the  fame  water,  eating  of  the  fame  bread,  and 
dipping  her  morfel  in  the  vinegar  with  him  *.  Even  the  pre* 
fent  of  viftuals,  which  were  brought  to  .David  and  his 
Inen,  whilft  he  was  in  a  kind  of  exile,  confifted  of  pulfe, 
parched  corn,  bread  and  flouf,  dried  raifins  and  figs, 
honey,  butter,  cheefe,  oil,  and  a  few  fatted  beads '.  Their 
bread  was  made  either  of  barley  or  wheat,  baked  into 
thin  cakes  I  fome  in  ovens,  fome  upon  the  hearth,  and 
others  in  a  frying-pan;  fome  with,  and  fome  without 
oil ;  they  often  ufed  parched  com  inftead  of  bread.  Ho- 
tiey  was  commended  for  its  delicioufnefs  " ;  and  the 
milk  of  the  goats,  and  the  fleece  of  the  flocks,  were 
thotight  by  the  wife  man  fuflScient  for  food  and  raiment, 
both  for  the  mafter  and  his  family  ". 

High  titles  were  unknown  among  them,  tlnlefs  thofe  Tttki* 
which  implied  fome  office,  fuch  as  general,  treafurer,  and 
recorder.  They  valued  themfelves  more  upon  their  ge»- 
nealogies  ;  and  a  man  often  alTumed  five  or  fix  patrony«> 
mics  of  his  anceftors.  Some  regard  was  likewife  had  to 
the  diftindion  of  tribes  or  families :  as,  for  inflance,  to 
thofe  of  the  priefts  and  Levites,  upon  a  religiotis  account ; 
to  that  of  Judah,  to  which  the  fceptre  was  promifed  ;  and 
to  thmt  of  Ephraim,  out  of  refpea:  to  Jofeph's  memory. 
The  fame  refpeft  was  likewife  paid,  in  every  tribe,  to 
thofe  who  were  the  heads  and  fathers  of  it,  and  to  all  the 
elder  branches  in  general ;  and  next  |to  thefe,  old  men  of 
what  tribe  or  branch  foever,  were  held  in  great  veneration* 

Their  laborious  and  frugal  lives,  and  the  healthfulnefs  Difeafes 
of  the  country,  were  efFeSual  means  to   prevent  a  vafl  rareamonff^ 
number  of  thofe  difeafes  which  have  been  fince  ufhered  ^  '^* 
into  the  world  by  luxury  and  floth.     It  is  for  this  reafon 
that  we  read  of  fo  few  diftempcrs  among  them,  much  lefs 
of  phyficians,  except  fuch  as  are  now  known  by  the  name 
of  furgeons,  whom  the  ancient  Greeks,  as  well  as  the  He- 
brews,   called  phyficians,  or  healers.     Thus  the  Mofaic 
law  condemned  the  man  who  wounded  another,  to  pay, 
amdngft  other  things,  the  falary  of  the  phyfician. 

Their  mourning,  for  the  death  of  their  near  relations,   Mournings 
or  for  any  misfortunes,  either  public  or  private,  was  ex- 
preflied  in  both  cafes  much  after  the  fame  manner.    In 

k  Ruth  ii.  9. 14,  1 1  Sam.  xxv.  xS.   t  Sam.  xvi.  i.  xvii.  iS, 

ft9.  &  alib.       a  Vid.  Pf.  nix.  lo.  9t  alib.  paflf.  *  Prov.  xxvii. 

Vol.  II.  O  iht 
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the  firft  tranfports  of  their  grief  they  rent  their  cloadis, 
fmote  their  breafts,  tore  their  hair,  and  beards,  and  put 
afhes  and  dirt  upon  their  heads,  and  went  barefoot,  wear- 
ing fackcloth  next  the  (kin,  and  lying  upon  the  bare 
ground  (E). 
Tniur^*  Their  funeral  ceremonies  were  no  lefs  mournful.  As 
foon  as  a  perfon  was  dead,  all  the  near  relations  came  to 
the  houfe  in  their  mourning  habit,  and  fat  down  upon 
the  ground  in  filence,  whilft  another  part  of  the  houfe 
echoed  with  the  voices  of  mourners,  and.  the  found  of 
inftruments  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  which  was  hired  for 
the  purpofe  *  (F).     Thefe   exclamations  were  continued 

till 

I  Jerem.  ix«  17. 

(E)The  neighbouring  nations  the  greater  vent  to  their  grief; 

had  ftill  ihqre  violent  ways  of  at  leafl,    it    feems    probable, 

cxprefling  their  grief,  by  prick-  there  was  fome  fuch   cuftom, 

ing,    cutting,    and   fcarifying  by  what    the    prophet    fays, 

themfelves;    but   thefe    were  fpeakingto  Jerufalera :  **What 

cxpreffly  forbid  by  the  law  of  aileth  thee  now,  that  thou  art 

Mofes.     They  changed  their,  gone  up  wholly  to  the  houfc- 

cloaths  for   others  that  were  tops?"    And    fpeaking    elfc- 

ilreighter,  coarfer,  dirtier,  and  where  of  the  Moabites,  he  fays, 

more  ragged.     They  covered  **  On  the  tops  of  their  houfes, 

their  faces  with  their  upper  and  in  the  ureets,  every  one 

garment,  to  hide  their  tears ;  ihall    howl   and  weep    abun« 

they  faftcd  till    fun-fet,    and  dantly(3)." 
then  contented  themfelves  with         (F)  As  to  the  muiical  in- 

the  plaineft  diet ;  kept  a  pro-  ilruments,  we  have  no  inftance 

found  filence,  which  they  ne-  of  their  being  ufed  upon  thefe 

ver  broke  but  to  utter  groans,  occafions    in  the  Old  Tefta- 

complaints,     or     lamentation,  ment,  only  we  iind  the  cuflom 

Some  even  chofeto  lie  in  afhes,  in  out  Saviour's  time ;  and  the 

or  on  a  dunghill,  and  to  avoid  Talmudifls  aiTure  us,   that  it 

the  light.   This  mourning  was  was  not  only  an  ancient  cudom, 

longer  or  ihorter,  according  to  but  that  it  was  even  obligatory, 

the  occafion.     For  the  death  of  and  that  the   pooreil  hufband 

a  coniiderable  perfon  it  conti-  could  have  no  lefs  than  two  of 

nued  even  a  whole  month,  as  them  for  his  wife.     Thefe  in - 

for  Mofes  and  Aaron.     For  an  flruments,  according  to  them, 

ordinary  perfon,  or  near  rela-  were  a  kind  of  mournful  flute ; 

tion,    it  laded  but   about    a  hence  that  proverb  of  theirs, 

week.     In    public    mourning  **  Flutes  ferve  either  for  a  bride 

the  people  afcended  to  the  top.  or  for  the  dead.''    As  for  the 

of  their  houfes,  there  to  give  hired  fingers,  their  office  was 

(3)  Vide  Levit.  xix.  18.    Deut.  xiv.«i.   Vide  Fag.  in  loc.  a  Sam. 
i.  i7i  &  feq.    Numb,  xx,  ult,    JfaL  xxii.  i.  xv.  3. 

to 
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Ull  the  funeral  rites  were  performed,  when  the  neareft 
relations  refumed  their  melancholy  pofture,  and  continued 
in  it  all  the  time  of  thel  mourning,  eating,  fitting,  and 
lying  upon  the  ground  (G). 

In  the  mean  time,  there  were  proper  perfons  appointed 
to  prepare  the  corpfe  for  the  burial.  It  was  looked  up'on 
as  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  neareft  relatioh  prefent  to  clofe 
the  eyes  ofthedeceafed.  If  the  perfon  was  of  confider- 
able  rank,  they  embalmed  him ;  if  otherwife,  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  wafhing  his  whole  body.  Some-  • 
times  they  added  a  mixture  of  fweet  drugs  and  fpices^ 
either  to  ftrew  upon  the  corpfe,  or  burn  in  the  place 
where  it  lay. 

They  denied  fepultUre  to  none  but  fuch  as  were  guilty  Sepulchres. 
of  felf-murder,  and  not  even  to  thefe,  but  till  after  fun- 
fet.  They  had  burying-places  for  ftrangers,  and  for  fuch 
as  were  put  to  death  for  capital  crimes*  The  provident 
care  of  the  patriarchs  to  make  fure  of  a  fepulchre  for 
their  pofterity,  fhews  that  they  efteenied  it  as  a  fevere 
curfe  from  God,  to  be  deprived  of  burial  S  and  a  bleffing 
to  be  interred  among  their  anceftors.  For  this  reafon, 
thofe  who  had  inherited  a  bury ing-p lace,  were  extremely 
careful  of  preferving  it  to  their  pofterity, ;  and  thofe  who 
had  not,  were  no  lefs  folicitous  to  provide  one  for  them- 
felves and  their  families.  As  the  law  had  ordained  no- 
thing concerning  them,  they  thought  it  indifferent  where 

^  Vide  Jerem.  viii.  2.  xxii.  19.    Ecclef.  vi.  3,  &  a1ib« 

to  fing  fome  mournful  dirge,  every  thing  that  could  afford 
proper  to  fill  the  company  with  any  pleafure.  They  made,  in- 
the  deepeft  forrow.  One  of  deed,  a  kind  of  banquet  for 
them  is  elegantly  comprifcd,  the  reft  of  the  mourners,  called 
in  few  words,  by  one  or  their  by  the  prophets,  *'  the  bread  of 
rabbles:  **  Mourn  for  <he  men,and  wincorcup  of  confo- 
moumers,  and  not  for  the  lation(  7 );"  but  even  then  their 
dead ;  for  he  is  at  reft,  and  we  tables  were  covered  with  wood- 
in  tears  (4)  .*•  en  or  common  earthen  platters 
(G)  Their  very  fcx)d  was  un-  and  trenchers;  and,  for  the 
clean,  and  defiled  by  thofe  that  fame  reafon,  they  were  not 
catofit(5).  They  neither  made  allowed  to  drink  above  ten 
their  beds,  wafhed  themfelves,  glafles  of  wine,  left  they  (hould 
nor  pared  their  nails.  In  a  be  intoxicaited,  and  betray  any 
word,    they    abftained    from  token  of  mirth  (8). 

(4)  Vide  Gcmar.  in  Babyl.  in  Cod.  Titul.  Bar.     Abbin.  ap.  Hot. 
in  Goodw.  lib.  vi.  cap.  5.  note  1%,  (5)  Vide  Hoi.  ix.  4. 

(6)  Ezekt  xxiv.  i/^       (7)  Jen  xvi.  7.     {%)  In  Traft.  Abe),  c.  iv. 

O  2  they 
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tticy  erefltcd  them,  whether  in  a  garden,  an  orchard,  i 
field,  a  mountain,  or  a  rock,  fo  they  could  but  fecurc  the 
poiTeffion  of  the  purchafe  (S).  Thofe  fepiJchrcs  Were  iri 
all  likelihood  more  or  lefs  fumptuous,  according  to  their 
quality  and  opulence;  they  were,  however,  curious  to 
have  them,  if  polEble,  cut  into  the  rock,  which  was  no 
difficult  matter  in  fuch  a  mountainous  country. 
Houhs.  From  thcfe  houfes  of  the  dead  we  now  pafs  to  thofe  of 

the  living,  which  were  commonly  plain,  low,  and  flat, 
fuitable  to  the  climate,  with  rails  round  the  tops,  to  keep 
people  from  falling.  Their  furniture  was  much  after  the 
fame  ftyle  \  chimnies,  fafties,  and  cafements  were  need- 
lefs,  where  they  were  forced  to  fludy  coolnefs ;  for  the 
fame  reafon  t^peftry  was  of  no  ufe  but  upon  the  floor, 
to  fit,  eat,  or  fleep  upon ;  and  if  they  ufed  any  bed-* 
curtains,  they  were  made  of  fomc  fine  gauze,  to  keep  oflF 
gnats  ^nd  other  infefls. 

(S)  The  fepulchres  of  the  was  not  difcovcred,  or  at  lead 

kings  of  Judah  were-  in  that  broken  in  upon,   till  thirteen 

part  of  Jerufalem  where  the  hundred  years  after ;  when  the 

temple  ftood.     Ezekiel  feems  city  being  flraitly  bcfiegcd  by 

to  hint  that  they  were  cut  in  Antiochus,  Hyrcan,  the  higjh- 

the  rock  under  it,   when  he  prieft,    had    recourfe    to    the 

fays,     that    the    Lord's   holy  tomb,   from   which    he   drew 

hill  fhould  be  no  more  defiled  three    thoufand   talents,     and 

by  the  carcafes  of  their  kings,  bought   off  his  enemy.     He 

All  the  dependents  of  David  adds,    that  Herod   found  his 

are  faid  to  have  been  buried  way  into  another  hidden  cell, 

in  the  fame  place,  except  Ma-  where  he  got  a  prodigious  trea- 

AaflTeh,  who  was  buried  in  the  fure  ;  but  neither  he  nor  any 

garden  of  Uzziah,  adjoining  to  one  elfe  could  everdifcover  the 

his  own  houfe.     Whether  the  bones  of  David,  his  tomb  be- 

fepulchre  of  David  was  built,  ing  fo  artfully  contrived,  and 

or  only  begun,    by    himfelf,  fo  deep  in  the  ground,  as  to 

and  finifhed  by  Solomon,  or  elude  the  moil  curious  iearch* 

any  of  his  fucceflbrs,  is  not  The    burying-places    of    the 

certainly  known ;   but  it  is  to  kings  of  Ifrael,  after  Jerobo- 

be  feen  at  this  day  without  the  am's  revolt,  were  In  Samaria  ; 

walls  of  the  prefent  Jerufalem.  but  we  cannot  fuppofe  them  to 

It  is  a  moft  fiately  piece  of  have  equalled  thofe  of  Judah, 

work,'  and  perhaps  the  only  both  becaufe  they  were  infe- 

genuine  monument  of  that  an-  rior  to  them  in  riches,  and  be- 

cient  city.    Jofephus  tell  us,  caufe  tjie  crown  never  llaid  in 

^     that  Solomon  laid  up  an  im-  one  family  above  three  or  four 

menfe   treafure  there,  which  generations  (i). 

(i)  Vid^  I  Kings,  ii.  10.  xi.43,  ftalib.  pafT.    aEangS|XXi.  iS. 
«6.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib*  vii.  cap,  \%% 

The 
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The  wonjen  had  their  feparate  apartments,  both  for 
privacy,  in  which  they  refembled  other  eaftern  nations, 
and  for  legal  infirmities,  which  fecluded  them  from  the 
reft  of  the  family  for  a  time^  during  which,  none  were 
permitted  to  make  ufe  of  their  beds,  chairs,  tables,  or  any 
other  part  of  their  furniture  or  utenfils.  All  the  females 
of  a  houfe  were  obliged  to  be  exceeding  careful  in  this 
particular  \  precautions  from  which  the  pooreft  fort  were 
not  exempted.  Upoa  this  account,  as  well  as  fome  Baihs» 
others,  they  were  iilcewife  forced  to  have  places  for 
bathing  in  every  houfe.  Their  laborious  life,  the  heat 
and  drynefs  of  the  country,  made  waihing  likewife  ne« 
ceflary.  In  order  to  preferve  the  Ikin  fmooth  and  fup-  * 
pie,  they  ufed  to  anoint  themfelvcs,  either  witlv  oil,  or 
ointments,  more  or  lefs<oftly,  according  to  their  circum- 
ftances,  but  generally  perfumed. 

The  arte  in  which  the  Ifraelites  chiefly  diftinguiflied  Thitrartg 
themfelvQS  were  thofe  of  war,  faufbaadry,  poetry,  and  *"^'''*^^ 
mufic.  The  firft  was  im  a  manner  natural  to  them.  We 
ihall  pot  venture  to  fay  how  much  they  had  learned  of  it 
in  Egypt;  but  whoever  obfcrves  the  regular  order  of  their 
encampments,  intrenching,  fighting,  and  retiring,  under 
the  aufpices  of  Mofes,  mufl  allow  him  to  have  been  as 
experienced  a  general  as  any  of  his  time,  and  his  people 
7iB  well  trained  up  in  the  military  art>  as  any  of  their 
neighbours. 

With  refpeft  to  their  generals,  whether  judges,  princes, 
or  officers,  who  z6ted  under  them,  their  warlike  deeds  ' 

will  be  mentioned  in  their  proper  place  in  the  fequel  of 
this  hiftory ;  and  as  ^o  the  people,  though  their  courage 
wanted  often  to  be  fupported  by  art,  yet  we  may  fay  that 
their  men  were  all  trained  to  war,    at  leaft  till  David's 
reign  ;  for  we  do  not  read  of  any  regular  troops  before 
that  time*    Till  then,  as  foon  as  their  rulers  had  refolved 
upon  a  war,  whether  ofFenfive  or  dcfenfive,  thfe  fummons 
was  Cent  to  every  tribe;  upon  which  all  fit  to  bear  arms 
were  obliged  to  repair  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  with 
their  arms  and  provifions  for  a  month ;  here  a  certain 
number  was  drawn  out  aceordipg  to  the  prefent  exigence, 
and  the  reft  fent  back;  and  as  foon  as  they  had  atchieved 
what  they  went  upon,  they  returned  every  one  to  his 
own  home. 

Their  arms  were,  like  thofe  of  other  ancient  nations,  jirms^ 
either  ofFenfive  or   deferifive;  the   former  confifted  of 
fwords,  fpears,  javelins,  bows  and  arroi^s,  and  flings. 
Their  fwords  were  ihort,  crooked,  broad,  atid  fharp, 

O  3  which 
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which  they  girded  upon  the  thigh  ;  we  read  alfo  of  two- 
edged  fwords ;  as  for  their  javelins,  they  feem  rather  to 
have  been  a  kind  of  (hort  darts,  fuch  as  that  which  Saul 
threw  at  David  ^.  They  were  likewife  very  expert  in  the 
fling,  as  appiears  from  David's  killing  Goliath,  and  from 
what  is  recorded  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  that  they 
hit  within  a  hair's  breadth  *.  Their  defenfive  weapons 
were  the  helmet,  fhield,  breaft-plate,  coat  of  mail,  and 
target;  fome  wore  even  greaves  upon  their  legs.  "We 
find  a  defcription  of  complete  armour  in  that  of  Goliath ) 
but  it  is  probable  that  thefe  were  more  common  among 
their  neighbours  than  among  the  Ifraelltes,  at  lead  before 
David's  reign ;  for  we  find  that  in  Deborah^s  time  there 
were  found  neither  fliield  nor  fpear  among  forty  thoufand 
that  fought  againft  Sifera  ™. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  they  became  more  common 
after  they  had  recovered  their  liberty  under  David  and 
Solomon  ;  and  in  procefs  of  time,  Uzziah  is  faid  to  have 
provided  a  fufficient  quantity  of  all  thefe  kinds  to  fumifh 
his  army  with,  though  it  confifted  of  upwards  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  men.  Thefe  arms  were  commonly 
made  of  brafs,  fometimes  alfo  of  iron,  fteel,  and  other 
materials  "• 

In  fo  mountainous  a  country,  cavalry  could  be  of  no 
great  fervice  ;  and  therefore  in  the  more  early  times 
they  did  not  encumber  themfelves  with  any.  Abfalom 
is  the  firft  we  read  of,  that  made  ufe  of  them  in  his 
revolt  againft  David  ;  but  his  ill  fuccefs,  and  lofs  of  the 
battle,  (hews  that  they  were  of  no  other  {ervice  to  him 
than  to  facilitate  his  flight.  Solomon  did,  indeed,  fend 
for  a  confiderable  number  of  horfes  from  Egypt,  with  a 
Ckariou.  proportionable  number  of  chariots  ;  but  fome  think  that 
he  did  it  rather  for  grandeur  than  ufe ;  and  indeed  the  ex-» 
pence  fo  far  outweighed  their  fervice,  that  his  fucceflbrs 
contented  themfelves  with  hiring  them  of  the  Egyptiansi 
upon  any  exigence ;  infomuch,  that  Rabihakeh  made 
their  want  of  them  a  pretence  for  telling  king  Hezekjah. 
in  derifion,  that  if  he  fliould  lend  him  two  thoufand 
horfes,  none  of  his  fubjefW  were  capable  of  riding  them« 
From  all  which  particulars  it  appears,  that  the  Ifraelites 
did  not  much  regard  either  chariots  or  horfes. 

The  text  calls  them  chariots  of  iron,  becaufe  their 
poles,  wheels,  and  a^Ies  were  armed  with  fliarp  fcythes^ 

If  1  Sam.  xviii.  11.  1  Judg.  XX.  1^,  1  Judg*  v«  8^ 

^  Yidc  Calm.  Diflcrt,  {\\x  la  Mili9.  dc?  IJ^br, 
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We  are  told  that  they  hindered,  at  firft,  the  tribe  of  Ja-  * 
dah  from  conquering  thofe  cities  that  were  in  the  plains, 
Inhere  fuch  machines  do  moft  execution.  Befides  the 
terror  they  were  apt  to  ftrike  into  the  enemy,  by  being 
placed  along  the  front  of  the  line  of  battle,  they  never 
failed  of  breaking  the  ranks,  and  fometimes  of  putting 
the  adverfary  to  a  total  rout;  fo  that  there  was  no  way' 
of  preventing  it,  but  by  either  Icilling  the  horfes  before 
their  too  near  approach,  or  by  opening  a  paiTage  to  the 
chariots.  It  is  likely  the  Ifraelites  became  very  well 
ikilled  in  both  thefe  expedients,  feeing  they  fo  often  en- 
gaged them,  and  ftill  came  off  with  viftory.  Standing 

The  Ifraelites  had  no  regular  forces  before  Saul's  time ;  army^ 
and  he  is  mentioned  to  have  maintained  but  few  Handing 
troops,  fcarce  a  handful,  in  comparifon  to  that  prodigious 
number  which  David  enrolled,  amounting  to  above  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  (B),  befides  the  Cherethites, 
and  Pelethites,  .who  were  ftrangers  in  that  monarch's 
pay".  *    *7htart9f 

The  army  of  Ifrael  was,  in  the  day  of  battle,  drawn  up  w«^, 
in  twelve  feparate  bodies,   according  to  the  number  of 

m  I  Chron.  xviii.  ver«  ult.  xxvii.  paiT. 

(B)  The  book  of  Chronicles  which  five  hundred  thoufand 

tells  us  that  he  had  twenty-four  were  killed  on  the  fpot  i)y  the 

thoufand,   which  came  regu-  army  of  Judah.    Such  was  alfo    ' 

larly  upon  duty  every  month  that  of  his  fbn  Afa,   which  ^ 

throughout    the  year,    under  coiifif^ed  of  almoft  fix  hundred 

their refpedtive officers;  which  thoufand  men,  when  he  dif« 

being  therefore  multiplied  by  comfited  that  of  Zerah,  king 

twelve,,  amounts  to  two  hun-  of  Ethiopia,  amounting  to  a 

dred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand.  million.      But     the     greateft 

All  thefe  were  not  only  con-  (landing  army  we  read  of,  be* 

tlnued  on  foot  by  his  fon  So-  longing  to  any  of  the  Jewilh 

iomon,   but   an  addition   was  kings,  was  that  of  Jehofhaphat, 

made  to  them  of  a  prodigious  conufting  of  eleven   hundred 

number  of  horfes  and  chariots ;  and  fixty  thoufand,  all  men  of 

infomuch,  that  he  is  recorded  valour,  and  prepared  for  war, 

to   have   had    forty  thoufand  befides  thofe  which  he  kept  in 

Salle   for    his    chariot -horfes,  his   garrifons   throughout  the 

befides  twelve  thoufand  horfes  kingdom.     To  thefe  we  may 

for  his  cavalry,  or  life-guard,  add,    that  Uzziah  introduced 

and  fourteen  hundred  chariots  into  Jerufalem  a  kind   of  en- 

of  war.     Thearmy  of  Ahijah,  gines,  which  being  placed  on 

king    of  Judah,    confifled  of  the  walls  and  in  the  towers, 

four  hundred  thoufand  men;  threw  arrows,  other  oflfenfive 

and  Jeroboam,  king  of  Ifrael,  miffiles,  and  ffl'eat  flones,  to 

bad  Rouble  tnat  number,   of  a  confiderable  diflancc. 

O  4  tribes  j 
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tribes:  tkefe  were  divided  into  legions,  centuries,  decui^ 
ries,  and  even  (ingle  files,  each  under  its  refpeftivQ 
officer  or  leader ;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  their  method 
of  marching  and  encampment,  we  may  conclude  they 
obferved  a  regular  fyftem  in  their  order  of  battle,  theif 
attacks,  retreats,  and  every  military  evolution. 

We  read  that  David  entertained  a  confiderable  number 
of  thofe  troops,  who  are  faid  to  have  been  ambidexter, 
exceeding  fierce  of  afpeft,  and  fwift  of  foot^.  Th^ 
Jews  add,  that  they  placed  behind  the  ranks  fome  of  th9 
ilouteft  fubaltems,  armed  with  fcythes  and  axes,  to  cut  in 
pieces  thofe  that  offered  to  give  ground  j  but  we  are  ftill 
to  learn  how  they  difpofed  of  their  cavalry,  after  it  became 
in  ufe  among  them. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Jewifli  monarchy,  their  kings 
ufed  to  fight  on  foot  j  at  leaft  we  do  not  read  of  any  horfe« 
or  chariots  ufed  by  them  till  a  long  time  after  their  fettle^ 
ment ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  thefe  took  their  rife 
4mau€$i.  from  thofe  alliances  which  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judab 
were  often  forced  to  make  with  the  Egyptians,  Syrians, 
and  other  nations ;  connexions  which  laid  them  under  % 
neceffity  of  appearing  at  the  head  of  their  armies  with 
fultable  grandeur  and  magnificence.  THe  officers  of  war 
under  them  confifted  of  the  head  or  general  of  the  ar- 
my (A);  the  princes,  or  generals  of  each  tribe;  thg 
commanders  of  thoufands,  of  hundreds,  of  fifties,  of 
tens,  and  of  threes ;  their  fcribes,  or  mufter*mafters  \ 
and  laftly,  their  foterim,orinfpe£):ors,  or,  as  others  thipk, 
a  kind  of  provofls,  or  minifters  to  infiicSi:  puniihments  on 
all  delinquents. 

We  muft  not  exped  to  find  any  trades  or  manufa£barea 
among  the  Jews  before  Solomon's  time,  except  fuch  as 
were  abfolutely  neceffary  5  and  even  thefe  were  carried  on 
in  a  different  way  from  that  pradiifed  in  other  great  na«» 
tions.  "fhey  built  their  own  houfes;  their  wives  and 
fervants  fpun,  wove,  and  made  their  cloaths,  baked  their 
bread,  and  dreffed  their  meat.  The  Ifraelites  wore  long 
loofe  tunics  and  drawers,  made  of  linen,  next  to  the  body, 
over  which  they  threw  a  loofe  garment  or  cloak,  of  light 
woollen  cloth,  when  they  went  abroad.    The  beauty  of 

b  I  Chron.  xii.  2,  i^  feq. 

(A)  This  officer  was  called    Saul,  Joab  under  David,  anc). 
fartfaba,  or  prince  of  the  ho  ft ^^    ^enaiah  under  Solo^ton  (2)t 
fuph    as  Abu^r   was,    under 


Ojfart. 
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ManufaC' 

tureu 


(i)  1  Si||9*  ii*  $*  xxiv.  9*    I  lyings,  li.  ^5. 
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(Keir  dcefS)  confiiled  either  in  the  finenefs  of  the  clbthi  or 
therichnefs  of  the  dye,  fuch  aspuq)le,  fcarlet,  blue,  and 
yellow ;  but  the  plaineil,  and  the  moft  comnnonly  worn, 
was  the  white,  becaufe  it  .was  the  natural  colour  of  the 
linen  and  wool,  and  could  be  more  eafily  wafhed ;  upoq 
which  account  it  is  much  recommended  by  Solomon*. 

Some  covering  they  wore  upon  their  heads  \  but  the 
fafhion  is  not  known  \  neither  can  we  tell  what  fort  of 
ftockings  they  ufedj  but  inftead  of  (hoes,  when  they 
went  forth,  they  wore  a  kind  of  fandal  of  wood,   leather,  , 

or  other  material,  faftened  to  the  upper  part  of  the  foot, 
the  greateft  part  of  which,  however  Was  left  uncovered,  fo 
tliat  the  frequent  wafhing  of  their  feet  became  neceflary. 

The  drefs  of  the  women,  efpecially  of  the  rich,  was  in-  Ofihenxf^ 
deed  more  curious,  becaufe  they  bellowed  more  orna-  nun*, 
ment  upon  it,  chiefly  of  needle-work,  which  was  ftill 
within  their  own  province.  They  wore  jewels  of  gol4 
and  (liver  \  but  a  great  deal  of  that  finery  was  brought  at 
firft  from  ^  gypt,  and  more  might  be  eafily  added  to  it,  a9 
they  enlarged  their  conquefts,  without  entertaining  any 
artifls  :  however,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  they  had  foma 
of  thefe,  as  well  as  feveral  other  rich  (luffs  and  linen^ 
from  Tyre,  in  exchange  for  their  com,  balm,  and  othet 
commodities;  efpecially  after  Solomon's  time,  when 
pride  and  luxury  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  Ifaiah  fpent 
9ilmo(l  a  whole  chapter  in  enumerating  the  codly  orna- 
ments with  which  that  fex  ufed  to  deck  themfelves  in  hi^ 
time  * ;  concerning  which,  however,  it  were  impo(&ble  tQ 
frame  any  tolerable  idea,  the  terms  there  ufed  being  un^ 
known  (B). 

ft 

*  Ecclef.  ix*  %•  •  Ch.  iii.  i6,  &feqq. 

(B)  One  thing  may  be  ob-  notion  of  a  complete  Jewefs't 

(erved  from  it,  that  they  were  drefs,  were  we  fure,  that  they 

very  curious  in  adorning  their  had  not  by   that  time  mixed 

beads,    arms,  and   feet ;    and  fome  of  the  Babylonilh  fa(hion 

that   they  wore  fome  kind  of  with  it.     However,  we  have  a 

tinkling  ornament  about  their  more  authentic  defcription  of 

legs,  which  gave  a  muiical  ca-  the  female  garb  in  the  prophet 

dence  to  their  fleps.    Judith's  JSzekiel ;    where    the    Jewiih 

fandals    (1)    are  particularly  nadonis  compared  to  a  poor 

iaid  to  ha^   raviined   Holo-»  naked    and    helplefs    woman, 

fernet;   and  the  richnefs  and  whom  God  out  of  pity  and 

cl^g^ncy  of  her  other  (una*  bufband-like  kindnefs,  cloath- 

Wg^xj)>  ini|^  gi?p  us  a  dear  ed  and  ^ded  with  filk  and  fino 

40  Juditb,  xvi«9, 

lineni 
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It  doth  not  appear,  however,  that  they  gave  into  this 
excefs  of  finery  before  the  latter  end  of  David's  life  \  till 
then  a  wonderful  oeconomy  feems  to  have  reigned  in  every 
family,  under  the  wives  at  home,  and  the  hufbands 
abroad.  But  the  immenfe  treafures  which  that  monarch 
amafled,  having  infpired  him  with  a  defire  of  building  a 
fumptuous  temple,  a  number  of  artificers  was  thereby  in- 
troduced,  fuch  as  carvers,  mafons,  carpenters,  joiners, 
gold  and  filver  fmiths,  founders,  and  all  manner  of  work- 
men, in  metals,  wood,  and  ftone;  and  thefe  brought  in 
many  others,  without  whom  they  could  not  fubfift.  His 
fon  Solomon  built  fome  ftately  palaces  as  well  as  the 
temple;  and  thefe  occafions  probably  gave  his  fubjefls 
fuch  a  relifh  for  his  more  elegant  way  of  building,  that 
the  number  of  workmen  multiplied  more  and  more. 

Poetry  is,  perhaps,  the  only  art  in  which  the  Hebrews 
excelled.  It  had  this  advantage,  above  all  others,  that 
the  authors  feem  to  have  coniecrated  it  wholly  to  the 
honour  of  God,  and  adapted  it  to  the  fervice  of  the 
temple.  No  wonder  then,  if  not  only  their  law-giver, 
but  their  monarchs,  judges,  priefts,  and  prophets,  men 
and  women,  have  endeavoured  to  eternize  their  memories 
by  poetical  performances  :  witnefs  the  two  fongs  of  Mofes, 
thofe  of  Deborah  and  Hannah,  the  whole  bpok  of  Pfalms, 
the  Canticles,  the  Thankfgiving  of  Hezekiah,  the  book  of 
Job,  a  great  part  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  and  the  Lamenta-> 
tions;  which  abound  with  fublimity  of  fentiment  and  ex- 
preilion. 

Though  the  Hebrew  poetry  is  generally  admired,  there 
is  fcarce  a  point  more  debated,  or  lefs  pofiible  to  be  de- 
termined, dian  the  nature  of  its  metre,  and  cadence.  Se- 
veral modem  authors  have  pretended  indeed  to  very  fig- 
nal  difcoveries  in  this  intricate  province ;  but  they  have 
either  had  the  modefty  to  conceal  them  from  the  world. 


linen,  attired  her  head  with  a 
crown,  or  rather  mitre,  fuch 
as  that  of  Judith,  and  put  a 
jewel  upon  her  forehead,  a 
coiUy  chain  about  her  neck, 
braeelets  upon  her  wrifls,  ear- 
rings in  her  ears,  and  fandals 
upon  her  feet.  To  all  thefe 
we  may  add  the  veil,  which  is 
often  mentioned  in  Scripture, 
and  was  very  neccflary  in  thofe 
countries,  both  to  preforvethe 


complexion  and  the  chara^er 
of  women,  it  being  efleemed 
highly  initnodeft  for  them  to 
appear  without  it ;  but  whe- 
ther it  wa»  made  of  fome  fuch 
tranfparent  flufis  like  gauze, 
^  that  they  might  fee  their 
way  through  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  give  fome  gUmpfe 
both  of  their  b^uty  and  rich 
ornaments,  or  otherwife,  we 
cannot  determine* 

or 


to  the  Bdbylonijh  Captivity^  203 

or  thofe  who  have  ventured  to  puhliih  their  lucubrations, 
have  only  provoked  more  learned  antagonifts  to  cxpofe 
their  weaknefs  and  vanity.  The  truth  is^  that  thofe  who 
have  made  any  attempts  this  way,  have  been  forced  to 
ihift,  alter,  and  overturn  the  order,  the  virords,  and  punc- 
tuation, and  fometimes  the  very  fenfe,  in  order  to  re« 
concile  the  text  to  their  chimeras.  This  is  a  liberty  which 
a  learned  modern  ^  has  taken,  almpft  in  every  verle,  in  a 
diilertation  publiihed  on  purpofe  to  prove,  that  Hebrew 
poetry  was  written  in  rhyme,  like  that  of  the  French,  and 
other  modern  nations.  He  takes  the  liberty  to  lengthen 
or  ihorten  the  verfes  and  fyllables,  as  he  thinks  fit,  with- 
out obferving  any  other  rule  or  proportion  than  the  jingle 
of  the  laft  words ;  infomu'ch  that  there  is  not,  we  will 
not  fay  with  Calmet,  any  of  TuU/s  Orations,  but  we  may 
venture  to  affirm,  any  chapter  in  the  Old  Tcftament, 
which  may  not,  by  the  fame  method,  be  reduced  to  rhym- 
ing verfe.  l|e  ought  rather  to  have  faid,  that  the  rhyme, 
in  thofe  poetical  works,  was  not  only  altogether  acci- 
dental,  but  almoft  unavoidable.  Thofe  that  are  ever  fo 
little  acqainted  with  the  Hebrew  grammar,  know,  that 
the  terminations  of  verbs,  and  even  of  nouns  in  the  plu- 
ral, and  the  junction  of  the  pofleffive  pronouns  to  both  of 
them,  are  fo  alike  and  uniform,  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  to  write  a  poem  in  blank  verfe  than  in  rhyme- 
But,  what  feems  to  overthrow  his  whole  hypothefij,  there 
is  no  rhyme,  but  what  is  plainly  accidental,  in  all  the 
acroftic,  or  alphabetic  pieces  now  remaining ;  fuch  as  fe- 
ver al  Pfalms,  the  Lamentations,  and  fome  few  other 
pieces,  where  the  length  of  the  verfe  is  determined  by  the 
$rft  letter  of  it,  and  where,  confequently,  the  liberty  of 
tranfpofing  and  altering  the  meafure  is  quite  taken  away. 
The  truth  is,  our  ignorance  of  the  true  pronunciation 
of  that  ancient  tongue,  which,  for  aught  appears,  has 
been  loft  ever  fince  the  captivity,  makes  it  morally  im- 
poffible  to  determine  any  thing  about  it,  with  any  cer- 
tainty ;  becaufc;  without  it,  we  never  can  be  fenfible  of 
tfee  length  or  ihortnefs  of  the  fyllables,  or  of  the  harmony 
of  words  and  verfes,  in  which  a  great  part  of  the  poetic 
beauty  confifts.  Had  we  indeed  the  fame  helps  in  this, 
as  we  have  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  we  fhould 
have  attained  an  equal  knowledge  of  its  quantity  and 
metre,  and  of  the  conftru£kion  and  cadence  of  its  verfe  ; 
;uid  though  it  is  probable,  we  might  not  have  found  it  fo 

K  Bibliot,  Univerf.  May,  1688. 
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elaborate  and  regular  ;^s  that  of  the  other  two,  yet  vc 
ihould  not  have  fallen  into  that  ftrange  notion  of  fo  many 
learned  moderns,  that  it  was  written  without  nieafure, 
form,  or  regularity  (C).  On  the  other  hand,  to  hear 
fome  ancient  authors,  both  Jews  and  Chriftians,  fucb  as 
Jofephus,  and  Philo,  Origen,  Eufebius,  and  St.  Jerom, 
expatiate  on  this  fubjeft,  one  would  be  apt  to  think,  that 
both  the  genuine  pronunciation  of  the  Hebrew,  and  all . 
the  rules  of  that  poetry  had  been  preferved  to  their  time» 
they  give  us  fuch  precife  accounts  of  every  poetical  piece 
in  the  Old  Teftament.  Thus,  according  to  them,  the 
two  fongs  of  Mofes  were  written  in  heroic  verfe ;  the 
Pfalms  were  of  a  mixed  fort,  trimeters,  pentameters,  and 
fometimes  hexameters  ^  (D).    But  we  rather  think  with 

the 

«  Jefeph.  Ant  lib.  ii.  cap.  ult.  lib.  iv.  cap.  ult.  lib.  vii.  cap.  xo. 
Phil,  in  Vit.  Mof.  &  lib.  de  Vit.  Contemplat.  ad,  iin.  Origen.  ap, 
Eufeb.  Prepar.  lib.  xi.  cap. ». 

(C)  One  would  think,  in-  brew  poetry  was  confined  to 
deed,  that  Scaliger  had  never  fame  certain  rules  and  re- 
heard of  any  modem  Hebrew  ftraints,  though  unknown  to 
poetry,  how  common  foever  it  us,  becaufe  in  many  of  thofe 
IB,  when  he  adds,  that  neither  works  we  find  fqme  letters  re- 
that  tongue,  nor  the  Syriac,  nor  trenched,  and  others  fuperadd- 
the  Arabic,  were  capable  of  fuch  ed,  in  order  to  lengthen  or 
aconftraint;  foriti8plain,even  (horten  the  verfes  or  the  fyl- 
from  thofe  fpecimens  that  Bux-  lables,  or  to  give  a  fweeter 
torf  has  given  us,  out  of  cadence  to  them, 
fome  of  the  poetical  rabbies,  (D)  St.  Jerom  has  ventured 
that  it  is  as  regular  as  any  we  to  be  (till  more  particular,  and 
have,  either  in  Greek  or  La-  to  tell  us,  that  the  fongs  of 
tin ;  and  confequently,  that  Mofes,  the  books  of  Ifaiah, 
the  Hebrew  is  as  capable  of  Job,  and  others,  were  hexame- 
the  flri6te{i:  poetic  rules  as  they,  ters  and  pentameters ;  that  the 
if  we  be  once  agreed  in  fixing  Pf^Ims  were  fapphic,  iambic, 
the  quantity  of  the  fyllables.  and  alcaic,  after  the  man- 
We  may  acid,  that  they  have  ner  of  Horace  and  Pindar ;  that 
been  fo  far  from  thinking  the  Lamentations  were  of  the 
metre  and  quantity  too  great  fapphic  kind ;  and  in  his  pre- 
a  clog,  that  they  have  joined  face  to  the  book  of  ^  ob, 
that  of  rhyme  to  it;  which,  he  fays,  that  from  the  third 
whether  it  be  an  ornament  or  verfe  of  the  third  chapter,  the 
not,  is  neverthelefs  a  confine-  verfe  is  moflly  hexameter  and 
ment,  though  not  fo  gceat  in  pentameter,  confining  of  dac* 
i;he  Hebrew  as  it  is  in  otjier  tyls  and  fpondees  ;  though  he 
tongues,  for  the  reafons  above  adds,  thiat  it  is  hete  and  then 
alleged.  Befides,  it  appears  intermixed  with  fome  other 
farther,  that  the  ajacientHe-  feet;    and.  that  fome  verfes, 

though 
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the  generality  of  modems,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them, 
even  thofe  two  folemn  pieces  of  Mofes^  were  certainly  of 
the  lyric  kind,  compofed  and  fet  to  mufic,  fung  in  an 
alternate  manner,  accompanied  with  the  found  o?  direrd 
inftruments,  and  with  clances  fuitable  to  the  mufic,  as 
we  (hall  (hew  under  the  next  head. 

In  the  meantime,  though  we  willingly  excufeourfelves 
from  entering  into  the  merit  of  the  caufe,  whether  or  not 
the  Hebrews  were  the  firft  inventors  of  poetry,  bec^aufe 
we  cannot  tell  how  ipuch  of  it  they  may  have  brought  out 
of  Egypt  5  yet  we  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  the 
Vanity  of  the  Greeks,  who  attribute  the  lyric  kind  to 
Orpheud ;  whereas,  it  is  plain,  that  it  was  ufed  among 
the  Jews  at  the  time  of  the  exod,  from  the  piece  which 
Mofes  compofed  immediately  after  their  paflage  through 
the  Red  Sea^  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  before  Or- 
pheus, who  is  faid  to  have  gone  a  ftripling  to  the  Argo- 
nautic  war,  that  is,  at  fooneft,  about  the  time  of  Gideon  ^, 
if  there  is  any  dependence  to  be  placed  on  our  fyftem  of 
chronology. 

Of  the  mufic,  with  which  they  ufed  to  accompany  and  Mnfic. 
enliven  their  poetic  performances,  we  know  little  but 
from  conjedlure.  We  read  of  eight  or  ten-ftringed  in- 
ilruments  in  vogue  among  them  ;  of  the  nebel  and  kinor^ 
which  we  conjeSure  to  be  like  the  lute  and  harp  ;  and 
from  which,  perhaps,  the  Greeks  had  their  nabla  and 
cinyra.  They  had  like  wife  feveral  kinds  of  wind-inftru- 
ments,  fuch  as  the  trumpet,  flute,  and  what  modern  ver- 
lions  call  the  organ.  To  thefe  they  joined  the  drum,  and 
perhaps  the  ketue-drums  (D)«  .  If 

7  See  U(her*8  Aniials,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  Bedford^s  Chronol.  &  aU 

though"  ftill    more    irregular,  concerning  which  we  oven  our« 

yet  preferve  fuch  a  cadence  felves  wholly  in  the  dark.    All, 

and  harmony,  as  never  fail  of  therefore,  we  can  fay  of  him, 

pleafing  thofe  who  are  judges  andoftheie  learned  ancients, 

of  the  rules  of  poetry.    How-  is,  that  they  give  us  their  bare 

ever,  with  refpcd  to  Mofes's  word  for  what  they  fay  5  for 

fong  in  Deuteronomy,  hefeems  none  of  them  has  ventured  fo 

either  to  have  forgot,  or  corre<^  far  as  to  give  us  any  proof  or 

himielf  in  another  place  (3)  ;  example  of  it,  fothat  therea* 

and  fays,  that  it  is  written  in  der  is  at  liberty  to  take  M  or 

iambic  verfe,    of    four  feet.  not. 

The  fame  he  fays  alfo  of  the  (D)   Le  Clerc    has    taken 

txixth,  and  fome  other  Pfalms;  fome  pains  to  prove,  that  the 

(3)  Vide  Epift,  1 35.  td  Paul.  Urbic. 
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If  w^  were  to  judge  of  the  excellence  of  the  Bebrcifr 
miific,  from  the  wonderful  eflFeds  it  had  upon  Saul  in  his 
moft  melancholy  and  diftraded  moods,  and  in  calming  the 
fouls  of  the  prophets,  and  fitting  them  for  divine  inlptra' 
tion,  we  muft  own  it  had  much  more  energy  than  any 
thing  of  the  fame  nature  which  the  modems  have  com- 
pofed.  The  fame  efiefls,  indeed,  have  been  afcribed  to 
the  Grecian  mufic ;  and  the  moft  barbarous  nations  have 
been,  and  ftill  are,  tranfported  by  fpecies  of  mufic  equally 
harih  and  defeftive. 

Ftom  the  ftyle  of  feveral  of  the  pfalms,  and  the  fre- 
quent tranfition  from  the  firft  to  the  third  perfon ;  the 
mufic  feems  to  have  been  performed  alternately,  one  part 
of  the  chorus  anfwering  to  the  other  at  proper  ftanzas 
and  divifions,  not  unlike  the  choirs  of  our  cathedrals  ^ 
What  other  improvements  they  might  have  made  to  this 
art,  which  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of,  is  not  fo  eafy  to 
guefs  at,  as  how  and  when  they  might  be  loft. 

What  has  been  faid  of  the  Hebrew  mufic  may  be  alfo 
fuppofed  of  their  dances  \  namely,  that  thofe  of  a  religi* 
ous  nature  were  generally  more  grave  and  folemn  than 
their  other  fubjeSs ;  but  whether  confined  to  rules,  or  di- 
refted  only  by  cuftom.  and  imitation,  whether  circular^ 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  or  of  any  other  form,  we  can 

*  Bedford*8  Difcourfe  on  the  Hebrew  Mufic. 

tzilzele,    which    our  verfion,  incapable  of  any  regular  har-* 

after  the  Septuagiat,  renders  mony,  though,  in  its  etymon, 

cymbals^    Were  only  a  couple  it  fignifies  a  lovely  inftrument, 

of  hollow  demi-^lobes  of  brafs,  from  hagab,  to  love^  delight  in^ 

orfome  other  tinkling  metal,  to  doatufon. 

about  fix  inches  in  diameter,  The  ihalifhim,  one  of  the 

which  they  ufed  to  fhake .  one  inftruments   with    which    the 

againfi  another,  like  a  pair  of  women  came  to  meet  Saul,  and 

caftanets,  becaufe  we  findfome  which  the  Septuagint  tranflate 

fuch  inftruments  to  have  been  tymhala^  St.  Jerom  ^Jha^  and 

in  ufe  among    the   ancients,  our  verfion  inftruments  ofmu' 

and  becaufe  the  root  tzalzal  Jtc^  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 

often  fignifies  to  tinkle.    The  of  a  triangular  figure,  through 

hugab,  which  we  tranflate  the  which  were  fining  a  parcel  of 

^gan^  is  thought  to  have  been  rings,  fo  that  the  inirrument, 

no  more  than  a  row  of  fix  or  being  firuck  with  a  fHck,  or 

eight  pipes,  of  different  lengths  (haken  by   the    hand,    made 

and  notes,  played  by  paffing  the  rings  firike  againft  k  and 

them    fuccefiively   under  the  one    another,    and    produced 

upper  lip.    According  to  this  founds  that  could  not  be  very 

defcription,  it  muft  have  been  melodious. 

only 
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only  guefs  by  thofe  of  other  ancient  nations.  But  eVen 
thia  being  all  conjefture,  and  not  worth  a  farther  enquiry, 
we  (hall  pafs  to  another  fubje£l;  better  known  to  us,  refer- 
ring the  reader,  for  a  more  full  account  of  the  Hebrew 
poetry,  mufic,  &c.  to  the  authors  quoted  in  the  margin  \ 

Of  the  Language^  Writings  and  Learning  of  the  yews. 

Their  tongue  was  the  Hebrew,  fuch  as  we  have  it  in  Hebrtm 
the  writings  of  Mofes.  We  are  fat  from  thinking  that  it  tonguu 
was  fo  called  from  Heber,  in  whofe  family  alone  it  had 
been  preferved  in  itis  purity,  as  the  parent  of  all  the  reft, 
according  to  the  opinion  or  fome  authors.  '  We  (hall  not, 
therefore,  repeat  what  has  been  faid  already  concerning 
the  confufion  of  languages  in  general,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  that  notion,  which  fuppofes  the  Hebrew  to  have  been 
the  mother  of  all  the  reft  \  but  content  ourfelves  with  giv- 
ing fome  further  account  of  its  genius,  and  particular  ex- 
cellencies, from  the  confideration  of  which  that  fond  opi- 
nion arofe. 

Though  we  allow  the  preference  to  the  Hebrew  in  this 
refpcft,  yet  we  have  already  proved  etymologies  to  be  too 
uncertain  a  foundation  to  build  upon  5  if,  therefore,  this 
laft  has  any  advantage  over  the  reft,  with  refpeft  to  its 
being  a  mother,  rather  than  a  daughter  to  any  of  them, 
it  muft  be  upon  account  of  its  (implicity,  its  purity,  and 
energy,  notwithftanding  its  natural  barrennefs  of  words, 
over  and  abote  its  great  a(finity  to  all  the  ancient 
tongues  (P). 

a  Vide  Mercer,  Skikard.  Meibom.  Gomar.  Le  Clerc,  Calmet, 
&  al. 

(P)  It  muft  be  owned,  how-  lowed  all  roots  that  have  abovi 
ever,  that  feveral  learned  cri-  three  letters,  befides  veiy  many 
tics  have  obferved  fome  defe6ts  fcriptural  words,  whole  roots 
in  it,  as  we  have  it  now  in  the  are  entirely  loft.  However, 
Scripture,  which  plainly  (hew  this  is  plain  from  the  books 
that  if  it  was  the  original  we  have  ftill  extant,  that  from 
tongue,  and  the  parent  of  the  Mofes 's  time,  to  the  Babylon- 
reft,  it  muft  have  luffered  many  ifti  captivity,  it  continued  the 
changes,  fuch  as  the  lofing  a  fame,  without  any  vifible  im* 
great  number  of  its  primitive  provement,  or,  indeed,  with- 
roots  and  idioms,  and  adopting  out  any  change,  either  for 
thofe  of  ftrange  nations  { i ) .  ^ Of  better  or  for  worfe, 
this  number  are  generally  al- 

(i)  Vide  Grot,  de  Verit.  Rel,  Chr.  not.  16.  &  fcq.  &  Comm.  in 
Gen.  ix.  Huet,  Demonft.  Evang.  Genebr»  Cluver.  Horn.  Capel.  & 
al.  mult 

As 
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Idioms  and      A6  far  a^  wt  utiderftand,  and  are  able  to  judge  of  it,  Sft 
geniuu        this  great  diftance^  and  from  thofe  few  books  we  have  of 
it  left,  its  genius  is  pure,  primitive,  natural,  and  exa£):iy 
conformable  to  the  native -fimplicity  of  the  Hebrew  pa* 
triarchs ;  its  words  are  coneife,  yet  expreffive,  derived 
from  a  fmall  number  of  roots,  yet  without  the   ftudied 
compofition  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages.    It  has 
the  happieft  and  richeft  fecundity,   in  its  verbs,  of  any 
tongue  either  ancient  or  modern  ;  which  arifes  from  the 
Variety  and  fignification  of  its  conjugations,  fome  of  which 
even  imply  a  whole  phrafe,  and  cannot  be  well  expreffed 
in  any  other  language  without  circumlocution  (  Q^).  It  is, 
indeed,  far otherwife with  their  way  of  writing;  though 
We  fhould  allow  it  equally  eafy  and  natural  to  write  from 
the  right  to.  the  left,  as  ■  they  did,  or  from  the  left  to  the 
right   as  the  Greeks,   Romans,    and  moderns    do  \  for 
whether  we  take  it  to  have  been  the  fame  with   the   pre- 
fent  charadler,  in  which  we  have  the  facred  books,  which 
yet  is  univerfally  now  allowed  to  have  been  the  old  Afly- 
rian,  but  introduced  only  fince  the  Babylonifli  captivity  ; 
or  whether  we  believe  it  to  have  been  the  old  Samaritan, 
which  has  been  preferved  only  in  fome  few  medals,  and 
in  the  Samaritan  Pentateuch,  fure  it  is,  that  the  former 
feems  rather  to  havebeen*contrived  for  beauty  and  expe- 
dition,   whilil   the    other  is    the   farthefl:    from  either, 
and  is,  perhaps,    the  mod  uncouth  and   unnatural,  the 
molt  puzzling  and  unfightly,  that  ever  was  invented,  info- 
much   that  it  is  fcarce  credible,  that  fo  judicious  a  per- 
fon  as  Mofes  was,  would  ever  have  made  ufe  of  it,  if  he 
had  known  any  better  extant  at  that  time.  This  the  reader 
will  heft  judge  of  by  the  alphabet  following,  in  which 
lie  will  fee  fufficlent  reafon  to  juftify  Ezra,  and  thofe  who 
changed  it  for  the  more  elejgant  and  commodious  Aflyrian, 

(  Q^)   iTius,   for  inftancc,  conjugation  makes  a  verb  ex- 

to  io*uef  to  he  lovedy  to  love  ve-  prefs  a  contrary  fenfe  or  a6iion, 

hemently^  to  he  lo*ve<i  vehementfy^  as  to  hkfs  and  curfe^  honour  and 

to  he  made  to  iove^  or  to  he  lov*  dijbonour^  to  root  in  or  canfe  to 

edy  ana  to  love  one*j  felf^  are  take  r^^/,and  to  root  out  utterly. 

^expreffed  by  the    fame   verb  Pronouns  arid  perpofitions  are 

with  a  fmall  variation ;  in  fome  only  fingle  letters,  placed,  the 

only  of  the  points,  in  others  former  at  the  end,  and  the  lat- 

of  one,  or  at  moft  two  letters,  ter  at  the  beginning  of  a  word* 

Thus  again,  th^   change  of  . 
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The   HEBREW    ALPHABET. 


Safflaritan. 

T 
t 

V 

m 

*\ 

A 


Chaldee. 

1 

I 

n 
1 

T 

n 
» 

«? 

: 

D 
V 

p 

n 


Namet. 

I  Aleph 
ft  B^M 

3  Gimel 

5  He 

6  Tiitf 

7  Ztfiff 

8  ChitA 

9  ^^M 
10  lod 

II  Ctf^A 

12  Latttid 

13  Af^m 

15  Samek 

16  i4/ii 

17  i*M 

18  7suii/# 

19  Ctf^A 
ao  Rejb 
II  ^/&/« 


Power,  Numbera*        Final. 

Afpiratiou  i 

B  % 

O  3 

2)  4 

fi  5 

r  6 


z 

Ch 

rtk 

K 

L 

M 

N 

S 

Hghngh 

Pph 

Tt» 

K 

R 

Shf 

rth 


1 

8 

16 

ftO 

30 
40 

so 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

200 

300 

400 


D 
I 


509 

600 
700 


r 


800 

900 

1000 


That  this  Is  the  exa£k  number  and  order  of  their  letters,  ^^^ 
is  demonftrable  from  thofe  acroftic  pieces,  both  in  the  known» 
Pfalms  and  elfewhere,  whofe  every  half  or  whole  verfe, 
or  every  other  verfe,  begins  with  one  of  thefe  letters  fuc- 
ceflively.  It  is  like  wife  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  Sa- 
maritan letters  are  either  the  fame,  or  very  near  fo,  with 
the  old  Phoenician  ;  and  it  is  far  from  improbable,  that 
the  old  Egyptian  was  alfo  very  like  it ;  fo  that  Mofes,  who 

Vol.  IL  P  '  was 


2IO 
Whiu€e. 
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was  learned  in  -  all  the  wifdom  of  Egypt,  might  write  his 
laws  in  that  charadler  **.  Sir  Ifaaq  Newton,  indeed,  thinks 
that  he  had  it  from  the  Midianites  « ;  and  w6  have,  in  more 
places  than  one  of  this  hiftory,  concluded  it  highlv  pro- 
bable, that  not  only  they,  but  all  their  trading  neighbours, 
had  the  art  of  writing  very  early  ;  though  it  be  not  poffi- 
ble  to  determine  whether  each  nation  had  a  peculiar  cha- 
rafter  of  their  own,  or  the  fame  in  common  to  them  all, 
much  lefs  to  afcribe  the  invention  of  it  to  its  true 
author  (R). 

How- 

b  Vide  Plutarch,  lib.  de  Demon,  Socrat.  Kircher.  Voff.  Capel- 
&  al  mult.  c  Chronol.  p.  «io» 


(R)  The  Sabeans  produce 
a  book,  which  they  pretend  to 
have  been  written  by  Adam, the 
character  of  whiqh,  though  dif- 
ferent from  all  others(  i )  ,might 
have  given  the  hint  to  thofb 
ajpbabe^ft  that  have  iince  been 
ufed.  But  as  their  authority 
weighs  but  little  in  this  point, 
others  have  attributed  it  tQ 
Seth,  upon  the  authority  of 
Jofephus,  who  tells  us,  that 
he  caufed  his  adronomical  dif- 
coveries  to  be  engraven  upon 
two  pillars,  deiigaed  to  contit 
nue  proof,  one  againft  the 
flood,  and  the  other  againd 
t;he  conf)agratiQ2^(2) ;  others 
afcribe  it  to  Enoch,  becaufe 
St.  Jude  quotes  a  prophecy 
of  his  (3),  which  they  thiqjc 
mufl  have  been  handed  down 
in  writing ;  though  much  vote 
probably  by  tradition  :  others 
again  give  it  to  Noah  and  to 
Abraham;  but  the  far  greateft 
part,  both  of  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians,  .ancient  and  xpodem, 
afcribe  it  to  Mofes,  whom 
many  think  to  be  the  iame 
with  the  Egyptian  Thoth,  of 
Hermes,  mentaoned  in  the  hsf* 


tory  of  that  nation.  Among 
thefe  laft,  fome  believe,  that 
the  firft  writing  was  that  upon 
the  two  tables;  and  that,  con- 
fequently,  God  did  firfl  (hew 
it  unto  Mofes,  who  taught  it 
to  Aaron,  Joihua,  and  the 
feventy  elders.  Moft  of  the 
Jews  are  of  this  opinion,  and 
fonie  of  them  add,  that  there 
was  an  alphabet  engraven  alfb 
upon  the  tables,  along  the 
margin,  in  order  to  teach 
him,  and  his  people,  the  way 
of  reading  the  Decalogue.  But 
the  reverfe  of  all  this  feems 
implied  in  the  account  which 
that  law-giver  has  left  of  his 
receiving  ihofe  tables :  he  fays, 
indeed,  that  they  were  written 
by  tbe  finger,  or,  as  the  phrafe 
implies,  by  the  order  and  di- 
recnon  of  God  ;  but  he  hints 
nothing  like  his  being  taught 
to  read  them,  or  his  inftrudl- 
ing  others,  much  lefs  that 
fuch  a  way  of  writing  was 
taught  him  by  God  himfeUV 
a[nd  till  then  unknown  to  the 
world;  which circumflance, he 
can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  have 
omitted,    had  that  been  the 


(1)  H^rhelat.  Biblioth.  Orient.  7%%, 
cap.  3.  ($)Epift.  Judc,  ver.  14. 


(ft),  Jof.  Antiq.,  Ub- 


cafe.. 
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ttowelrer,  though  it  be  now  the  mod  received  opinioii 
that  the  Samaritan  was  the  ancient  Hebrew  char  after, 
yet  it  has  been  ftrenuouflyoppofedby  feveralleamedmen^. 
The  Talmudifts  not  only  fuppofe  the  contrary  all  along, 
but  have  declared  themfelves  for  the  Chaldee  charafters 
even  in  that  place,  where  they  have  been  quoted  for  the 
oppofite  opinion  **  (S).  Among  thofe  of  the  Chriftians 
who  have  declared  themfelves  on  that  fide,  one  *  has  taken 
an  unfpeakable  deal  of  pains  to  prove  the  Chaldee  cha- 
ra£ter  was  the  genuine  alphabet  of  nature,  becaufe  no 
letter  can  be  founded  without  difpofing  the  organs  of 
fpeech  into  an  uniform  pofition  with  the  figure  of  that 
letter. 

The  misfortune  Is,  that  all  his  fine  reafoning,  and  what- 
ever elfc  is  urged  by  others  on  that  fide  the  queftion,  is 

c  Hottin.  Cont.  Morin.  Poftcl.  Buxtorf.  jun.  &  al.  d  Traft. 

Sanbedr.  ap  Walt*  Prolegom.  «  F.  M.  B.  Van  Helmont.  Al- 

phabet. Natur. 


2lt 


cafe.  The  reader  may  fee 
this  point  learnedly  difcuffed, 
in  a  late  treatife  on  that  fub- 
je6t,  to  which  we  muft  refer 
him,  for  fear  of  digteffing  be- 
yond our  limits  (4). 

(S)  The  miraculous  power, 
by  which  they  affirm  the  mid- 
dle of  the  0  and  £3  were  fup- 
portedfin  the  two  tables  which 
Mofes brought  from  the  Mount, 
and  which  they  pretend  were 
engraven  quite    through    the 


they  would  have  found  feveral 
anfwers,  which,'  though  nei- 
ther definitive  nor  fatisfadtory, 
we  ftiall  fpecify,  and  anfwer  in 
favour  pf^  the  Chaldee.  The 
firft  of  thefe  implies,  that  we 
have  ftill  our  columns  and  our 
vaus  *]  (intimating  ifctreby  the 
likenefs  of  the  to  a  column  with 
itschapiter,fuchasits  name  im- 
plies in  the  Hebrew) ;  wheread 
the  Samaritan  vau  has  nothing 
in  its  figure  that  bears  the  leaft 


ftones,  doth  plainly  fliew,  that    refemblance  to  it.     The  next 
they  did  not  mean  the  Sama-    intimates^  that  it  is  fajid  in  the 


ntan,  but  the  Chaldee;  be- 
csiufe,  in  the  former,  the  CD 
»iim  hath  nothing  in  its  figur6 
that  required  fuch  a  fuperna- 
tural  fupport.  As  to  the  paf- 
fage  quoted  out  of  the  Talmu4 
by  Walton,  and  thofe  that  have 
followed  him,  in  favour  of  the 
Samaritan  again (l  the  Chaldee, 


book  of  Efther(5)  that  Mor- 
decai  wrote  unto  all  the  nations 
accorctifig  to  their  writing  and 
language,  and  to  the  Jews 
alfo,  according  to  their  lan- 
gjuage  and  tvriting,  Whic^h  ex- 
l^effion  implies,  that  the  He- 
brew was  different  from  the  old 
AfTyrian  character,  which  the 


or,  as  that  place  calls  it,  the     Tews  had  not  yet  adopted,  in 
Aflyriati  letters ;  if  thofe  au-    itead  of  the  old  Samaritan, 
thors  had  read  a  little  farther 

(4)See  Wirtd^rVHill.  of  Kiiowleg^  fMvt  ii.  chap.  1.  6c  feq. 
(5}£ftKer,  viii.  jf. 

P  2  entirely 


I 
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entirely  overthrown  by  one  fa£b,  if  authentic,  prodoccd 
for  the  other  fide  •,  namely,  that  of  the  oldjewifb  ihekd 
here  reprefented. 


infcribed  on  one  fide,  THE  shekel  of  isRafl;  «nd, 
on  the  reverfe,  JERUSALEM  the  holy  j  not  only  in 
this  Samaritan  chara£l:er,but,a8  there  isfome  reafonto  fup- 
pofe,  in  the  diale£t  of  Jerufalem  (X).    By  the  name  of 

'  ,  Ifrael 

(X)  Some  of  thefe  ihekeli  culous  rod  budding  forth  al* 

were     in     the     poiTeflion    of  mends ;  and  on  the  other,  the 

Maimonides,    and    the  '  rabbi  pot  of  manna.     The  letteri 

Asanas,     amdng    the    Jews ;  over  this  laft,  not  being  plain 

and  of  Morinus,    Montana*,  enough,     are    varioully    con- 

Villaipandus,    and  others,  a*  je^tured  to  iland  for  the  name 

moDg    the   Chriftians.      The  of  God,  of  Ifrael,  David,   or 

mark  on  one  fide  is  fuppofed  Jerufalem  ;  as  for  the  infcrip- 

to  have  been  Aaron's  mira*  tions  round   thofe  two  fides, 

except 
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Ifrael  in  the  firft,  could  not  be  meant  the  ten  revolted 
cribes,  becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  Jerufalem  the 
holy,  which  is  on  the  reverfe.  Tliere  are  alfo  fome  preg- 
nar^t  proofs,  that  it  could  not  belong  to  the  Samaritans 
after  the  captivity;  their  hutred  againft  the  Jews  was 
grown  to  fuch  rancour  by  that  time,  that  they  would  have 
fufered  any  calamity,  rather  than  be  forced  to  ftamp  fuch 
an  infcription  upon  their  coins. 

The  reader  may  fee  the  whole  argument  at  large- in  the 
authors  quoted  below  ^  ;  from  which  the  Samaritan  cha- 
rafter  is  proved  to  have  been  the  ancient  Hebrew,  and' 
not  that  which  has  been,  and  is  (till,  ufed  by  the  Jews 
and  Chriftians  under  that  name. 

Thefe  charadiers,  notwithftanding  their  great  affinity 
to  the  old  Phoenician,  if  they  be  not  indeed  the  fame, 
and  the  vaft  progrefs  of  this  latter  all  over  the  world, 
would  have  been  entirely  loft,  had  they  not  been  pre- 
fcrved  to  us  in  the  Samaritan  Pentateuch  j  by  the  help  of 
which,  we  have  been  able  to  decypher  both  the  infcrip- 

y  Morin.  Simon,  Calmet,  Whifton^  &aU 
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except  a  fraall  variation  of  the 
charafter  and  orthography  be- 
tween thofe  extant  coins,  they 
plainly  anfwer  to  thofe  in  the 
modem  Hebrew,  on  the  one 
fide,  SHEKEL  ISRAEL  ;v  and  on 
the  reverfe,  jerumialaim 
«AKAD03HA,  JerufoJem  the 
holy. 

Thus  then  the  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Samaritan  cha- 
racters feems  to  amount  to 
a  demonftration.  We  can  fee 
but  two  things  that  can  be  ob- 
jefted  againft  it  with  any  co- 
lour ot  reafon ;  the  firft  is, 
that  confidering  the  notorious 
cheats  which  have  been  im- 
pofed  ^pon  the  world,  with 
Fefpe6fc  to.  coins  and  medals, 
we  fhould  be  Well  aflbred  of 
the  genuinenefs  of  thefe,  be- 
fore we  venture  to  decide  in  fo 
weighty  a  point ;  the  next  is, 
that  allowing  them  to  he  ge- 
nuine, and  to  have  been  coined 
before  the  revolt  of  the  ten 


tribes,  which  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, from  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved  above,  of  one  fide's  be- 
ing infcribed  the  fhekel  of 
Ifrael,  yet  they  may  have 
as  likely  been  the  tribute- 
money,  which  the  Samaritans, 
or  fome  of  the  Canaanitifti  na- 
tions, paid  either  to  David, 
Solomon,  or  to  fome  of  his 
fuccelTors.  What  gives  this 
latter  opinion  a  greater  face 
of  probability,  is  the  difference 
of  charadcr  and  orthography 
betwixt  thofe  coins,  which 
cannot  be  .  fo  well  accounted 
for,  if  we  fuppofe  them  to  have' 
belonged  to  a  fingle  people, 
efpecially  that  of  IfraeL  But 
if  the  feveral  nations  of 
Canaan,  for  inftance,  were 
obliged  to  ftamp  thofe  infcrip- 
tions  on  their  tribute-money, 
in  token  of  their  fubjeCtion  to 
the  Hebrews,  we  (hall  not  bp 
to  feek  for  the  reafpn  of  thi^ 
difference^ 
P  3  tioi\ 


'.' 
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tion  of  thefe  fliek^fej^  which  has  thrpwn  fo  great  a  ligliit 
on  this  controverfyjj  and  of  fome  other  Phoenician  medals, 
of  no  Icfs  ttfe  in  othej*  parts  of  ancient  hiftory.  But 
though  we  had  no  copies  of  that  book  tiU  within  thefe 
two  hundred  year^  ( Y),  and^onfequently  no  knowlege  of 
thofe  (hekels  till  fome  tinf^e  after,  we  oai^ft  not  think  the 
Samaritan  l^entateuch  lei^ained  unknown  till  then,  or 
'that  the  Chaldee  had  pafied  till  that  time  for  the  ori,ginal 
Hebrew  chacafter.  On  the  contrary,  we  find  the  former 
often  mentioned  by  fome  of  the  fathers  and  other  ancient 
authors  ^;  the  greateft  part  of  whom,  efpeciajlly  of  tbe.fa-^ 
thers,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  Jews  es^changed  tb?ir  old 
Samaritan  for  that  more  beautiful  Chaldee,,  which  is  now 
in  ufe  with  them,  after  their  return  from  the  Babylonifli 
captivity,  whilft  the  Samaritans  chafe  tp  preferve.the  an- 
cient eharaflei:.    This  opinion  was  likewife  embraced  by 

« Vide  Qrig.  Hexapl.  I^ieroii.  ia  E^ek.  ^  at  ^Eufcb*    Cxiar. 
Ts^rlenf,    Cyril.    Alex.  Procop.  Syncell.  &  al. 


(Y)    Archbilhop    Ulber  is 
the  perfon  to  whom   we  are 
beholden  fpr  the   firft  copies 
that  ever  were  brought    into 
Europe }   the    frequent  men- 
tion made  of  it  in  lomc  of  the 
authors  quoted  above,  would 
not  fuflcr  him  to  be  at  reft,  as 
he  expreifes  bimfelf  ( i),  till  he 
had  procured  five  or    lis:  of 
them,  from  Syria  and  Palefiine, 
and    had   carefully  examined 
them.    What  his  oofervationSi 
and  thofe  of  other  learned  mci^ 
are,  concierning  that  book,  i^ 
foreign  to  our  purpofe;   the 
reader  may  confylt  me  authors 
hereunder   quoted  (?).     With 
refped  to  the  character  itfelf, 
we  ihall  not  pretend  to  decide, 
whether  the  thopnicians  had  it 
from  the  Hebrews,   or  theC? 
from  them.     Sure   it  is,   in? 
deed,  that  Mofes  is  the  oldei^ 


writer  we  know  of;  but  who- 
ever conliders  the  vaft  inter- 
val between  the  (creation  of  the 
vs'prld,  and  the  time  \^  which 
he  wrote,    tlj&e  great  increafis 
of  mankind,  their  early  com- 
merce, artS)  and  icieoces,  will 
hardly  think  the  knowlege  of 
letters  to  be  (o  recent  as  that 
lawgiver's    writings*      It  will 
b^  more  reafonable  to  divide 
the  honour  of  tha^  invention, 
apd  its  gradual  impr^veqi^ei^tBi 
a^iopg  more  nations,  and  per« 
haps  more  ages  tl^n  one ;  for, 
without  all  doubt>,  had  Mofes 
known    it  'to  have  been  the 
invention  of  one  man,   efpe* 
cially  of  one  of  the  patriarchs, 
he  would  not  have  failed  re- 
cording him,  as  well  as  the  in- 
ventors of  muiic,  forging,  and 
fuck  like  (3). 


(i)Vide  Uiher  Epifl.  ad  Lud.  Capcl.  (a>  Mor iij.  DifTert. 

Hotting,  cent.  Morin.  F.  Siipon.  1  jilt.  Critic.  V.  T.  Sentiment^ 
^jf  quelques  Theolog.  d*  Hollaru).  Prideaux.  Connect,  torn.  ii« 
lib.  vi«      |[3}  Windef^s  Hifl.  of  Learning,  vol.  ii.  chap.  1.  &  feqq. 

many 
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many  modem  critics,  even  before  thefe  Samaritan  copies 
were  brought  into  Europte,  though  by  a  far  greater  num- 
ber, fince  thefe  additional  teftimonies  have  come  to  light* 
There  is,  however,  a  third  clafs,  who  have  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  the  difference,  by  affirming  that  the  ancient 
Jews  had  two  forts  of  charaftcrs,  the  facred  and  the 
¥ulgar  5  the  firft  of  which  they  pretend  was  the  Chaldee 
now  in  ufe,  and  the  latter  the  Samaritan  ■ ;  but  as  they 
have  given  no  reafonable  proof  for  fuch  a  diftinftion,  it 
has  been  jullly  rejefted  as  chimerical. 

It  has  likewife  been   a  famous  difpute    ^mong   the  ^their 
learned,  whether  the  Hebrews  ufed  any  vowel  •letters  5  or  points  or 
whether  the  points,  which  are  now  called  by  that  name^  'vowels. 
were  fubftituted   inftead  of  them;  and,  if  fo,  whether 
they  are  as  old  as  Mofes,  or  invented  by  Ezra,  or  by  the 
Mafforetes  (Z).     It  is  not  our  defign  to  enter  into  that 
fpacious  field  of  controverfy,  which  has  exercifed  the 
talents  of  the  moft  learned  critics  of  the  two  laft  cen- 
turies, and  is  far  from  being  as  yet  adjufted  by  thofe  of 
the  prefent.     It  will  be  fufficient,  we  hope,  to  acquaint 
our  readers  with  the  moft  received  opinions  upon  thofe 
two  heads,  and  to  refer  them,  for  further  fatisfaftion,  to 
the  authors  who  have  treated  on  thefe  fubjefts  ex  profeffo. 
As  to  the  firft,  it  is  now  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
aleph,  he,  vau,  iod,  and  ain,  ferved  inftead  of  vowels, 
though  they  were  fometimes  omitted,  or,  as  the  gram- 
marians term  it,  underftood,  in  their  declenfions  and  con- 
jugationsj  and  often  varied  in  their  found,  and  had  fome- 
times the  power  of  confonants,  as  our  j  and  v.     Sure  it  Not  admits 
is,   the  Samaritans  never  admitted  of  any  others,  though  ted  by  th^ 
they  eafily  read  their  Hebrew  Pentateuch  by  the  help  of  ^«««''<- 
their  Samaritan  charafter.    The  fame  obfervation  will  ^^^^" 
hold  with  refpeft  to  the  Chaldee,  Syriac,  and  Arabicj^ 
which  laft  did  not  begin  to  ufe  points  till  feveral  centuries 
after  Chrift;  nay,  the  Jews  themfelves  never  admitted 
them  in  their  fynagogues,  no  not  even  to  this  day.     So 
that  it  is  plain,  notwithftanding  the  many  objeftions  that 
have  been  raifed,  it'  may  be,  and  is  eafily,   read  without 
thofe  points,  which  feem  only  invented  for  the  greater 

>  RR.  Azariab,  Ab,  de  Bartenor.    Poftel.  Buxtorf.    Conting, 
Schambat.  &  al. 

(Z)  A  fet  of  Hebrew  critics    in  what  place  they  wrote,  the 
upon  the  Bible,  fo  called  from    learned  have  not  yet  been  able 
the  word  maiTore,   fignifying    to  determine. 
tradition.  ■  At  what  timCf  and 

P  4  cafe 
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eafe  of  learners,  and  to  preferve  the  true  pronunciation 
of  that  tongue.  In  the  Scripture,  as  we  now  have  it, 
fome  words  have  one  letter  larger  than  the  reft,  others 
lefs,  fome  at  the  beginning,  fome  in  the  middle,  and 
fome  at  the  end  of  a  word  ;  fome  are  fufpended,  or  ft  and 
higher  in  the  line,  and  others  are  turned  upfide  down. 

The  antiquity  and  authority  of  the  points  is  the  next 
article  in  difpute.  Jews  and  Chriftians  have  been  much 
divided,  on^  party  attributing  them  to  Mofes,  and  makr 
ing  them  equally  authentic  with  the  text ;  and  the  other 
^fcribing  them  to  Ezra,  and  the  men  of  the  great  fyna- 
gogue ;  till  the  famous  Elias  Levita  ^,  a  learned  German 
Jewy  who  flourifhed  at  Rome  about  the  middle  of  the  iixr 
teenth  century,  made  it  appear  that  they  had  never,  been 
in  ufe  till  after  the  finiflifng  of  the  Talmud,  about  five 
hundred  years  after  Chrift.  His  book  foop  raifed  him 
^  cloud  of  adverfaries,  both  of  his  own  nation,  and  of 
Chriftians.  Among  the  latter  were  the  two  3uxtorfs, 
who  produced  fome  Cabbaliftical  books  of  great  antiquity, 
at  leaft  boafted  as  fuch  by  thp  Jews,  in  which  there  was 
exprefs  mention  of  points  (A).  Thefe  were  anfwered  by 
Capellus  and  other  critics,  till  Morenus,  having  examined 
all  that  had  been  urged  on  both  fides,  wrote  his  learned 
dliTertation  on  that  fubjefl,  againft  which  there  has  been 
nothing  replied  of  any  confequence ;  whereas  his  opinion 
has   been  univerfally  applauded  and  confirmed  by  thoib 

b  Eli.  Levit.  prsfat.  3.  in  Maforatb  llaipmafor. 


(A)  Thefe  books  are  the 
Bahir,  Zohar,  and  Kozri. 
The  firft  is  pretended  to  have 
been  written  a  little  before 
our  Saviour's  time;  and  the 
fecond,  which  quotes  and  re- 
fers to  it,  not  ,much  above  a 
century  after.  As  for  the 
Kozriy  the  Jews  will  have  it  to 
be  about  one  thoufand  nin^ 
hundred  years  old,  the  parti- 
culars of  a  conference  between 
a  learned  Jew  and  the  king  of 
Chozroes,  in  which  the  latter 
was  converted  to  Judaifm.  In 
thefe  three  books  mention  is 
made  of  points  once  or  twice, 
and  the  latter  has  this  ex- 
preffion    about  them;    *' that 


they  are  the  fame  to  the  letters 
that  cloaths  are  to  a  modefl 
woman,  who  dares  not  be  feen 
without  them.^*  Were  the 
boafted  antiquity  of  thefe  books 
unqueftionable,  there  would  be 
an  end  at  once  of  the  argu- 
ment ;  but  the  veracity  of  the 
Jews,  in  fuch  matters,  is  not 
to  be  relied  upon.  However, 
what  ihews  the  impoflure  of 
them  beyond  all  doubt  is,  that 
thefe  are  things  in  them  which 
muft  have  beeq  written  about 
one  thoufand  years  after  their 
fuppofed  date;  and  none  of 
thefe  books  have  been  quoted 
or  mentioned,  during  that  time, 
by  any  author. 

^  that 
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that  have  come  after  him  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  enquiries. 
Neither  Origen,  nox  St.  Jerom^  nor  even  the  compilers  of 
the  Talmud,  which,  according  to  him,  was  not  finiihed 
till  the  feventh  century,  knew  any  thing  of  them ;  no,  nor 
even  any  of  the  Jewifti  rabbies,  that  wrote  during  the 
eighth  and  ninth.  He  adds,  that. the  firft  footfteps  he 
met  pf  them  were  in  the  writings  of  the  rabbies  Aaron 
Ben-A(her,  chief  of  the  weftem,  and  Mofes  Ben-Naphtali, 
chief  of  the  eaftern  fchool  \  that  is^  about  the  middle  of 
the  tenth  century  « ( B). 

At  the  fame  time  thefe  doftors  fet  about  inventing  and   Likewifi 
fixing  the  grammatical  points^  the  comma  and.  full  ftop^   the  gram" 
to  divide  the  periods  and  verfes,  which  till  that  time  had   ^^^^^^ 
lain  confufed  and  undiftinguiflied,  not  only  in  the  Scrip-  ^"f^*"^^, 
ture,  but  alfo  in  all  the  other  Hebrew  books  (C).  This  has 
been  alfo  a  very  ufeful  work  to  the  world,  though  few 
Chriftian  interpreters  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  confine 
themfelves  to  their  divifions.    On  the  contrary^  there  is 

cVide    Morin.  Differt.    Biblic.    Capel.    Arcan.     I^unftat.    & 
Diatrib.  Walton.  Prologom.  Dupin.  Voff.  Wafmuth.  &  al.  mult. 

(B)  We  (hall  fubjoin  a  fljort  number;  and  all  of  them,  one 

fpccimen  of  thofe  points,  for  or  two  excepted,  placed  under 

the  fake  of  our  Englifli  readers,  the  letter,  as  follows  : 
They  are  reckoned  fourteen  in 


Long  points. 
^  kamets     a 

T 

^  tzere       e 


^»  chirik 
;{(  cholem 


I  gadol 


S^nibriefs. 
K  patach    a 

V 

cbirik 


K 


cafon 


}■• 


Quite  briefs. 
Jn}  Jbeva  e 

ff  chateph'pattah  e  a 

.\>  cateph'/egol 

^  cbateph'camet%   0 


e  t 


u 


^  ho  km      0 
^  kihhutz  u 


(C),  An  eminent  critic  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  had  examin- 
ed above  two  thoiifand  He- 
brew manufcripts  of  all  forts, 
and  that  he  never  met  with  any 
p(nQted,  that  were  above  fix 
hundred  years  old  ;  or,  at  leafl, 
if  the  books  themfelves  were 
of  older  date,  yet  the  points 
were  manifeftly  added  to  them 


afterwards ;  and  this  he  affirms 
equally  of  the  grammatical  and 
vowel  points.  And  he  was  fo 
fure,  that  he  had  made  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  enquiry  after  them,  that 
he  defies  all  the  advocates  for 
the  points  to  produce  onfe  that 
could  difprove  his  aflertion  : 
which  has  never  been  done  to 
this  day,  that  we  know  of  (i}« 


(i)  Vide  If.  Voir,  de  LXXVII.  Interpret.  Tranflat.  cap.  30. 
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fcarce  a  modern  verfion  that  doth  not  reafonabl^  depart 
from  them,  when  a  clearer  fenfe^  a  parallel  place,  or 
analogy,  warrants  their  deviations.  It  muft  be  owned, 
Maforetic  however,  that  the  labour  of  the  Mafforites,  in  tbefe  two 
refpe£ts,  has  proved  very  ferviceable  to  the  Jearned  ;  and 
that  they  have  made  the  knowlege  of  the  facred  books 
much  more  eafy  and  expeditious  than  it  was  before. 
Their  other  produftions,  though  equally  laborious,  are  of 
a  more  trifting  nature  :  tliey  invented  a  great  variety  of 
other  points ;  fome  rhetorical,  fome  mufical,  and  others 
critical ;  the  former  were  defigned  to  keep  up  the  right 
cadence  and  chant  of  the  Hebrew ;  and  the  latter  to  fix 
the  fenfe  of  ambiguous  places  in  their  own  way ;  all 
which  grew  as  various,  numerous,  aiKi  intricate,  as  they 
were  indeed  ufelefs,  and  in  fome  cafes  ridiculous.  From 
thefe  inventions  they  proceed  to  number  the  verfes,  and 
even  fcttcfs  of  every  book ;  and  to  mark  down  how  often 
every  letter  of  the  alphabet  occurs.  As  the  defign  of  all 
this  labour  was  to  prevent  any  nnftakes^  additions,,  omif- 
fions.  Of  alteration's,  from  creeping  into  the  text ;  fo  it 
plainly  hitimates,  that  they  were  confcious  of  its  having 
been  interpolated  before  ;  and  that,,  notwithftanding  all 
their  pretended  care  and  fcrupulous  exaftnefs  in  tranfcrib- 
ing  them,  they  had  not  been  able  altogether  to  avoid  fome 
fqfh  mifchance. 

^he  materials  which  the  Hebrews  wrote  upon,  as  well 
as  the  inftrument  they  wrote  with^  may,  in  fome  meafnre^ 
be  afcertained  from  certain  places  of  Scripture.  As  to  the 
former,  it  is  plain,  that  their  firft  writing,  namely,  the 
Decalogue,  was  upon  tables  of  done.  But  it  i&  likely, 
that  Mofes  made  ufe  of  a  lefa  heavy  and  cumberibme  ma- 
terial to  write  the  reft  of  his  laws  upon,  fuch  as  the  (hit- 
tim,  or  fome  other  hard  wood.  This  way  of  writing 
upon  tables  was  ftill  in  ufe,  not  only  in  Ifaiah's  days,  but 
continued  fo  till  our  Saviour's  time. "  Befides  thefe,  we 
find  frequent  mention  made  in  Job,  the  Pfalms,  and  the 
Prophets,  of  their  writing  upon  rolls,  which  are  reafon- 
ably  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  of  ikins,  or  of  fome 
pliable  matfer  fit  to  roll  up  j  for  fo  the  original  word  im- 
ports ®  (D),     And  we  have  the  tefiimonies  of  Herodotus, 

c^Ifa.  XXX.  JT  Luke  i.  63.  Job  xxxi.  35,  36.  Pfal.  xi.  7;  Ifa. 
viii.  I.    Jerero.  xxxvi.  4*    £zek.  ii.  9.  iii.  i,  &  feq.    Zechar.  v.  »« 

(D)    ilvJO  megilah  comes     lies  to  roll  vft^  as  volumen  from, 
from  ^^j  gaM,  which  figni-    '^^^'^^^ 

and 
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and  Diodoru^  Sicutus^  to  prove  th^t  the  Icuiiana  and  Per- 
sians i^fed  the  ikins  of  £h^ep  ^nd  goats  to  writq  upon,  long 
enough  before  king  Fergamusy  who  is  therefore  to  be 
looked  upon  as  an  improver  rather  than  the  inventor  of 
parchment^.  Thefe  rolls  differed  in  fize,  according  to  the 
fubjedt  they  coat^ined,  and  the  chara£^er  in  which  it  was 
written ;  fo  th^U  i^i«i^  of  them  confined  of  (everal  fkins 
fewed  to  one  another  lengthwif^.  The  Jews  retain  theisoi 
to  this  day  in  their  fynagogues.  The  Unes  were  not  c^on- 
tinued  through  th^e  whole  length  of  the  ikin,  priuch  l<efs  of 
|be  roll,  but  were  conveniently  divided  into  colunuiS;* 
This  is  what  is  meant  by  what  our  verfion  renders  Uafuis,^ 
in  that  place  of  Jeremiah  **j  whejre  the  king  cut  the  roll  in 
pieces,,  ^ter  they  had  read  three  or  four  pages  of  it.  Of 
this  fort  was  alfo,  we  fuppofe,  the  book  of  the  law^  which 
tl^e  high-prieft  found  in  Joii4h'$  tiine  ^ 

We  do  not  find  that  the  Ifraelites  had  any  fchdols  Or 
•poUeges,  for  the  inftruftion  of  their  youth,  if  we  except 
thofe  of  the  prophets,  which  were  of  a  different  nature. 
They  bred  up  their  fons  to  bodily  exercife,  fuch  as  would 
beft  fit  them,  either  for  war  or  hufbandry;  ^nd  their 
daughters  to  household  occupations^  without  troubling 
themCelves  much  about  cultivating  their  minds^  farther 
than  to  mftru£t  them  in  the  knowlege  of  their  religion  ^nd  ^ 
laws  ;  and  this  was  the  province  of  the  parents,  chiefl^ii 
the  fabbath. 

All  that  related  to  religion  and  morality  was  contained 
in  the  Mofai'c  books,  and  intei;Cperfed  in  the  others  \  bur, 
befides  thefe,  they  had  the  Pfalm«,  the  Proverbs,  and 
Eecleiiafies,  with  maiji^^  other  writings  of  Solomon,  ^ 
great  part  of  which  is  likewife  loft ;  to  fay  nothing  of  Job 
and  the  Prophets.  All.  thefe  they  were  inftru£ked  in,  even 
from  their  infancy ;  they  heard  them  expounded  on  the 
fabbath,  and  other  feftivals,  by  the  prophets,  and  Levites* 
Their  lawgiver  ordained,  that  their  children  fhould  be 
inftru£led  only  in  fuch  truths,  as  were  proper  to  infpire 
them  with  an  awful  regard  to  God  and  his  laws,  and  with 
the  love  of  virtue  5  whilft  he  forbad  them  almoft  upon  all 
occafions,  to  be  inquifitive  after  the  religion  and  learning 
of  other  nations  (£). 

Their 

f  Herodot.  lib.  v.  Died.  Sic.  Hb.  11.  t  VolT.  Orig.  &  lib.  de 

Grammat.  cap.  38,  ^  Jereni.  xxxvi.  13.         i  %  Kings  xxii.  8. 

(E)  This  was  probably  alfo  ordinary  difregard  they  {hewed 
the  foundation  of  that  extra*    for  thofe  ufeful  arts  and  fciences, 

in 
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Their  changing  of  the  folar  into  the  lunar  year,  and 
the  complete  month  of  thirty  days,  into  the  irregular 
mo<ms  of  twenty-nine  and  thirty  ;  their  diftinguifhing  the 
days  of  the  week,  not  by  the  feven  planets,  but  by  firft, 
fecond,  and  third  day,  or  firft  and  fecond  from  the  fab- 
bath  ;  the  divifion  of  the  day  and  night,  not  into  twelve 
equal  partSy  *but  the  day  into  four  parts,  and  the  night 
into  four  watches  ;  are  ftrong  prefumptions  of  their  ig- 
norance in  the  fcience  of  aftronomy,  even  at  a  time  when 
it  was  well  known  to  the  Egyptians  and  other  neighbour- 
ing nations.  It  does  not  even  appear  that  they  had  any 
inftrumcnts  to  reckon  the  time,  fuch  as  clepfydrae,  orwa- 
ter-glaflfes,  and  fun-dials,  except  that  we  read  of  the  fun- 
dial,  or  as  the  original  fignifies,  the  flair^ajey  oi  flight  of 
Jiipsy  of  Ahaz  8 :  and  even  allowing  this  to  have  been  a 
real  and  regular  fun-dial,  it  was  probably  the  work  of 
fomc  foreign  artift  (F). 

On 

%  2  Kings  XX.  9,  &  feq. 


in  which  their  neighbours  had 
fo  long  excelled.  Arithmetic, 
being  fo  ueceffary  for  the  trad- 
ing part^  might  indeed  find 
feme  encouragement  amongft 
therh ;  and  even  this  we  offer 
more  as  a  probable  conje£hire, 
than  from  any  teftimony ;  but, 
as  for  navigation  and  aftro- 
nomy, we  find  nothing  in  their 
hiftory,  but  what  aifures  us  of 
their  being  utterly  unknown. 
The  maritime  tribes  contented 
themfelves  with  receiving  fo- 

mgntnerchams  into  their  har- 
hours,    without    endeavouring 

to  carry  on   their   commerce 

abroad;    infomuch  that  when 

Solomon  refolved  to  fend  fomc 

(hips    into    foreign   countries, 

he  was   forced  to  have   them 

manned   with   foreign   failors. 

As  for  aftronomy,  we  need  but 

call  to  mind  what  has  been  faid 

under  another  head,  of  the  poor 

fliifts  they  were  driven  to,  in 

order  to   find   out  their  new 

moons,  to  convince  us  of  their 


profound  ignorance.  We  (hall 
only  add,  that  far  from  know<« 
ing  any  thing  of  eclipfes^  they 
have  not  fo  much  as  one  upon 
record^  or  inde^  a  name  for 
it.  They  probably  looked  upoa 
them  as  miraculous  tokens  of 
the  divine  wrath,  and  fo  never 
dived  farther  into  the  nature  of 
them. 

(1?^  To  feek  for  other  fci- 
ences,  orfor  fchools  or  uni- 
verfities,  among  them,  were 
like  feeding  them  among  the 
Goths  and  Vandals ;  they  not 
only  had  an  equal  contempt 
for  them,  and  for  thofe  na" 
tions  that  cultivated  them,  but 
looked  upon  them  as  dangeroua 
and  unlawful.  Their  zeal,  or 
rather  hatred  againft  them, 
was  fo  far  from  abating,  after 
their  return  from  Babylon, 
where  they  had  feen  them 
iiourifh,  that  it  rather  grew 
into  a  kind  of  fury,  infomuch* 
that  their  large  chronic,  in- 
titled  Jucbaiin,  hath  recorded 

a  fen-> 
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On  the  other  hand,  they  were  no  lefs  careful  to  culti-  Synagogues. 
Tate  the  knowlege  of  religion  among  themfelves :  we  can- 
not indeed  be  fure,  that  they  had  any  fynagogues  before 
the  captivity ;  though  it  be  far  from  improbable,  con* 
fidering  the  great  diitance  at  which  fome  of  them  lived 
from  the  temple,  and  that  at  beft  they  were  obliged  to  re* 
fort  thither  but  thrice  a  year ;  but  other  places  they  had 
for  prayer  and  in(lrud:ion,  namely,  the  fchools  of  the  Scho^* 
prophe.ts,  to  which  they  might  repair  on  the  (abbaths, 
nevtr-moons,  and  other  f eft ivals.  By  prophets,  we  mean 
not  thofe  ftriftly  fo  called,  men  endowed  with  the  fpirit 
of  prophecy  (G),  but  their  difciples,  or,  as  the  Hebrew 
idiom  terms  it,  **  the  fons  of  the  prophets.'*  The  former 
were  generally  confulted  by  the  kings,  prieftsi  and  elders 

afentence  of  anathema,  which  doth  not  always  iignlfy  an  in* 
pafled  in  the  time  of  Hyrcanus  fpired  perfon,  in  the  Old  Tef- 
and  Ariilobulus,  againfb  fuch  tament,  but  often  a  preacher 
as  (hould  fufFer  their  children  of  righteoufnefs,  fuch  as  were 
to  be  inftru6ted  in  any  part  of  all  the  patriarchs  from  Seth, 
the  Greek  learningi.  Solo-  or  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Gofpel, 
mon,  indeed,  we  are  told,  was  fuch  as  believed  and  taught  the 
an  excellent  naturalift,  and  coming  of  the  Meffiah  ;  in 
wrote  a  great  deal  upon  that  which  fenfe  alfo,  thofe  that 
fubjcdt ;  but  he  was  fp  far  preached  him,  and  his  doc- 
from  recommending  that  fludy  trine,  after  his- coming,  are 
to  others,  that  he  calls  his  re-  alfo  called  prophets,  and  their 
fearches  of  that  kind,  "vanity  preaching,  prophecy.  The 
and  vexation  of  fpint ;"  or,  as  fame  may  be  alfo  faid  of  thofe 
the  original  imports,  a  feeding  who  fung  the  praifes  of  God, 
ufon  the  wind  (2).  Whilfl:  or  accompanied  them  with 
tney  were  thus  averfe  to  the  fome  mufical  inftrument,  as 
learning  of  other  nations,  they  Miriam,  the  company  of  pro- 
were  no  lefs  fcrupulous  of  con-  phets  that  met  Saul,  and  the 
ceding  their  own  from  their  fonsof  Afaph,  of  Heman,  and 
neighbours,  efpecially  their  fa-  Jeduthun,  who  are  faid  to  have 
cred  books ;  witnefs  the  grief  prophefied  with  harps,  pfal- 
thcy  expreifed  when  Ptolemy  teries,  and  cymbals ;  though 
obtained  a  verfion  of  them  into  they  were  properly  no  other 
Greek;  in  memory  of  which,  than  muiicians.  The  apodle 
they  have  kept  a  ftri£^,  even  a  gives  the  title  of  prophet  even 
double  faft  on  the  eighth  and  to  the.  heathen  poets;  and 
ninth  days  of  the  month  The-  hence  comes  that  diflin£lion  \n 
vet,  or  December.  St.  Auftin,  of  Jewifh,  Chril- 
(G)/The   word    Prophet,  tian,  and  Heathen  prophets  (3). 

(2)  Ecclcf.  i.  &  fcq.  paffim.  (3)  Vide  Luke  i.  70.  iCor. 

xi.  4.    xiv.  24.  19,  &  feq.  &  alib.    Kxod.  xv.  10.     i  Sam.  x.  5. 
I  Chron.  xxv.  i.     lit.  i.^  i2«    Fiicfat.  in  Ht^xix.  cont.  Faull. 
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of  the  people,  upon  all  extraordinary  ocCafions,  whether 
about  religion  or  flate  affairs  ;  and  the  latter  were  brought 
up  under  them,  and  fitted  for  in(lru£ling  the  people  in 
the  way  of  virtue,  and  the  woffhip  of  God. 

They  had  their  habitation  chiefly  in  the  country ;  they 
lived  in  a  kind  of  fociety  among  themfelves^  and  were 
generally  dircded  by  one  or  more  of  the  prophets,  and  to 
whom  they  gave  the  title  of  Father  **.  Their  houfes  were 
but  mean,  and  of  their  own  building.  Their  food  was 
chiefly  pottage  made  tyf  herbs  ^  unlefs  when  the  people 
fent  fome  better  fare  to  them,  fuch  as  bread,  parched 
corn,  honey,  dried  fruits,  and  the  like  K  Their  drefs  was 
plain  and  coarfe,  tied  about  with  a  leathern  girdle  ^ ;  their 
wants,  being  fo  few,  were  eafily  fupplied  With  their  own 
hands ;  and  as  their  views  reached  no  farther,  fo  they 
limited  their  labour  to  bare  neceffaries,  that  they  might 
beftow  the  more  time  in  prayer,  ftudyj  and  retirement* 
Riches  were  no  temptation  to  them  in  fuch  a  ftate ;  and 
therefore  Eliflia  not  only  refufcd  Naaman's  prefents,  but 
punifhed  Gehazi  in  a  fevere  manner,  for  having  claii- 
deftinely  obtained  a  fmall  portion  of  them,  lliis  la- 
borious, reclufe,  and  abftemious  courfe  of  life,  joined  to 
their  meannefs  of  drefs,  gave  them  fuch  a  ft  range  air,  ef- 
pecially  among  the  courtiers,  that  they  looked  upon  them 
as  no  better  than  madmen.  Their  extraordinary  freedom, 
in  reproving  cven^ princes  for  their  wicked  deeds,  expofed 
them  frequently  to  perfecutions,  imprifonments,  andfome- 
times  to  death;  efp^cially  in  the  reigns  of  fome  violent 
princes,  fuch  as  Ahab  and  Manaflieh ;  but,  in  the  main, 
they  were  always  refpefted  by  the  better  and  wifer  fort, 
'even  of  the  higheft  rank,  and  ufed  t^ith  the  utmoft  reve- 
rence and  regard. 

This  is  all  that  we  know  concerning  their  religious 
communities :  thofe  who  have  ventured  to  give  us  a  far- 
ther account  of  them,  fuch  as  their  living  in  perpetual  ce- 
libacy, poverty,  and  obedience,  have  fpun  it  out  of  their 
own  brains.  True  it  is,  we  do  rwt  read  of  anjr  women 
living  amongft  them  ;  when  the  Shunamite  went  to  ac- 
quaint Eliiha  with  the  death  of  her  fon,  he  fent  Geha2i 
to  meet  her,  and  when  (he  would  have  fallen  down  at  his 
maftef^s  feet,  he  offered  fo  hinder  her  :  but  it  is  alfo  (ier- 
taiuj  that  feveral  of  the  prophets  were  married,  and  had 
children,  namely,  Samiiel,  Ifaiah  (whofe  wife  is  called 


k  T  Sam.  ix.  5,  8c  feq.     7,  Kings  vr.  i,  &  foq. 
xiv,  3,  &  feq.  k  Zccb.  xiii.  4.    a  Kings  i.  8. 
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a pnjphetefs^ ),  Ezekiel  \  and  Hofea  *5  and  it  was  the  ^idow 
of  one  of  the  fens  of  the  prophets,  whofe  oil  Eliiha  mi- 
raculoufly  increafed,  to  fave  her  fons  from  being  fold  to 
the  creditors  of  the  deceafed ".  The  prophetefles  were 
likewife  married  :  Deborah  was  the  wife  of  Lapidoth " ; 
and  Huldah,  whom  king  Jofiah  fent  to  confult,  was  the 
wife  of  Shallum ;  and  (he  is  obferved  (in  the  text)  to  have 
lived  in  the  college  of  Jerufalcm  •. 

The  Talmudiits  reckon  from  Abraham  to  Malachi, 
forty-eight  prophets,  and  fix  prophetefles  (H ).  Several 
of  tne  former  are  known  to  us  by  nothing  but  their  names ; 
as  for  the  reft,  we  ihall  have  occafion  to  fpecify  their  ac- 
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^  Ifa.  viii.  3.  ^  Esek.  xxiv.  i8. 

■  t  Kings  iv.  1,  &  feq.        »  Jodg.  iv.  4. 


o>  Kings  xxii.  14,  15. 


(H)  It  is  obfervable  with 
refpe£t  to  Daniel,  that  though 
the  Jews  allpw  him  a  rank 
among  the  other  prophets,  yet 
they  will  not  admit  his  writ- 
ings amongft  thofe  of  the  refl, 
but  only  among  the  Hagiogra- 
pha,  which  they  look  upon  as 
of  the  lead:  authority  of  all  the 
canonical  books.  The  reafons 
they  give  for  this  difrefpe6t, 
are  thefe :  i .  That  Daniel  was 
a  courtier,  and  fpent  his  life  in 
luxury  and  grandeur  in  the  fer- 
Tice  of  an  uncircumciied  king. 
a.  That  the  fptrit  of  prophecy 
was  confined  to  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, out  of  which  he  lived  all 
his  life.  To  thefe,  fbme  have 
added  a  third,  namely,  that 
'  he  had  been  an  eunuch,  ac- 
cording to  liaiah's  prophecy  to 
Hezekiah  ;  and  that  fuch  were 
excluded  from  entering  into 
the  congregation  of  the  Lord. 
Some  learned  Jews  have  in- 
deed vindicated  him  from  this 
kft  imputation ;  but  their  Ge- 
marrah  cails  a  ftill  much  more 


injurious  refie£lion  upon  him  ; 
namely,  that  he  flole  privately 
into  Egypt  to  buy  hogs,  whilft 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  fetting 
up  his  golden  image  ;  and  his 
three  friends,  Shadrach,  Me- 
Ihech,  and  Abednego,  were 
condemned  to  the  flames,  for 
refuting  to  worihip  it.  All 
this  rancour,  however,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  fpring  from  the  great 
ufe  which  the  Chriflians  have 
made  of  his  writings  againd 
them ;  though  £zekiel  gives 
him  a  great  charafter  when  he 
mentions  him  with  Noah  and^ 
Job.  £ven  Jofephus,  though 
he  allows  him  to  have  been  a 
complete  politician,  is  fo  far 
from  denying  him  the  title  of 
prophet,  that  he  even  gives 
him  the  preference  to  the  reft, 
in  feveral  refpedls.  But  the 
reft  of  the  Jews  have  thrown 
his  prophecies  into  the  Sepher 
Ketubim,  or  Hagiographa,  a- 
mong  thoic  of  Job,  the  Pro* 
verbs,  and  Ecdefiaftes  (4). 


(4)  Vide  2  Kings  xr.  18.  Deut.  xxiit.  x«  Abenezer.  in  Dan. 
Siek.xiv.  14.  18.  so.  Jof.  Ant.  lib.  x.  capb  is.  Hieron.  Prsefati 
in  Ifa.    Maim*  More  ncvoch.  part  a*  Grot.  Ppiefiit.  in  Ifa. 
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tions,  writings,  and  charafters,  when  we  cottic  to  thd'' 
hiftory  of  thofe  kings,  in  whofe  reigns  they  lived,  and 
with  which  they  have  an  immediate  relation.  The  waysf 
by  which  God  is  faid  to  have  revealed  himfelf  to  them 
were  various :  to  fotne  he  appeared  and  fpoke,  either  in 
a  human  or  fome  other  vifible  form,  as  he  did  to  Abra- 
ham and  Mofes ;  to  others  he  made  himfelf  known  by 
voice  only,  as  to  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Hofea,  and  others  ^. 
Sometimes  by  vifions,  as  he  did  to  Ifaiah,  Ezekiel,  and 
Daniel ;  at  other  times  by  dreams :  but  the  moft  ufual 
and  general  way  was,  by  the  fole  of)eratioh  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  afting  on  the  mind  of  the  prophet.  In  this  laft 
manner,  the  book  of  Pfalms  is  generally  thought  to  have 
been  diftated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  the  author,  or  rather 
authors  of  it,  Mofeis,  David,  Solomonj  the  three  fons  of 
Chore,  Afaph,  and  the  reft '. 


SEC  T.    IV. 

T!he  Jewijh  Chronology^  from  Abraham^s  Focaiion,  to 

the  Babyhnijh  Captivity. 

A  CC  OR  DING  to  the  chronology  we  have  followed 
'^^  in  this  work,  which  is  that  of  archbifhop  Ufhcr, 
the  time  which  elapfed  from  Abraham's  firft  entrance  into 
Canaan,  to  Jacob's  defcent  into  Egypt,  amounts  to  215 
years :  his  pofterity  remained  in  this  country  as  much 
niore.  From  their  coming  out  of  that  bondage,  to  So- 
^lomon's  laying  the  foundation  of  the  temple,  the  text  tells 
us,  480  years  elapfed"* :  from  thence  to  the  deftruftion  of 
it  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  Judah  was  carried  into  capti- 
vity, was  an  interval  of  422  years  "  5  fo  that  the  whole  time 
of  this  epoch,  from  the  vocation  of  Abraham  to  the  Ba- 
bylonifli  captivity,  amounts  to  1332.  As  to  the  kiiigdom 
of  Ifrael,  it  lafted  only  254  years  from  its  defeftion  from 
that  of  Judah,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  after  the  build- 
ing of  the  temple,  to  their  being  carried  away  captive  by 
Shalmanefer  ;  an  event  which  happened  1 34  years  before 
the  Babylonifh  captivity. 

Although   the   larger  di vifions  of  this  sera   are  fixed 
upon  the  folid  foundation  of  Scripture,  it  is   not   eafy 

k  Sam.  iii.  4,  &  feq.      Jer.  i.  4,  &  fecj.    &   allb.      Hof.  i.   2. 
I  Hivron.  Praefat.  in  Pfal.  "*  1  Kings  vi    i.        »  See  the  Mar* 

ginal  Chronology  of  lour  Bibles,  and  UiherU  Ann.  p.  31. 

to 
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to  adjuft  the  fmaller  periods,  efpecially  thofc  which  re- 
late to  the  feveral  reigns  of  their  judges  and  kings,  be- 
caufe  of  the  aimoft  irreconcileable  difference  between  the 
Hebrew  and  Samaritan  chronology,  as  well  as  between 
thefe  two,  and  that  of  the  Septuagint :  to  fay  nothing  of 
Jofephii$,  and  other  Jewiih  writers. 

But  thefe  are  not  the  only  caufes  of  the  difficulty  that 

occurs  in  fettling  the  Jewifli  clironology :    their  kiftonans 

afFeded  to  ufe  round  numbers  in  their  large  computations, 

without  minding  too  fcrupuloufly  the  odd  years.    The 

fame  inaccuracy  prevails  in  their  leffer  reckonings;  thofe^ 

for  inftance,  of  the  reigns,  which  they  computed  by  com^^ 

plete  years,  overlooking  the  odd  months,  which  the  firft 

and  laft  happened  to  fall  ihort  of;  thus*  it  often  happen* 

tif  that  ft  whole  year  was  gained  within  the  compafs  of 

two  or  three  reigns.    The  book  of  Judges,   whoever  was 

the  author  of  it  (I),  compared  with  Jofephus's  hiftory  of 

them,  feems  only  a  (hort  account  of  fo  many  perfons,  and 

of  their  government,  without  regard  to  the  intei*regnums, 

and  anarchies,  which  happened  between,     it  feems,  in-» 

deed,    as  if  they  were  defignedly  pafTed  over,   as  dead 

epochas  not  worth  recording.     And  laftiy,  after  the  di- 

vifion  of  the  two  kingdoms,  the  length  of  every  king's 

feign  is  fet  down,  and  the  fynchronifms  between  thofe  of 

Judah  and  Ifrael,  are  exadly  obferved ;  and  yet  there  of« 
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(I)  It  certainly  was  not  be- 
gun, and  continued  by  feveral 
hands,  under  the  government 
of  each  judge,  as  we  may  per- 
ceive, not  only  from  the  uni- 
formity of  flyle  throughout, 
but  alfo  becaufe  the  author, 
whoever  he  was,  gives  a  kind 
of  ejMtome  of  the  whole  book 
at  the  beginning ;  and  the  ex- 
weflion  which  often  occurs  in 
lU  **  that  in  thofe  days  there 
was  ao  king  in  Ifrael,"  (hews 
it  to  have  been -written  after 
the  beginning  of  their  monar- 
chy* On  the  other  hand, 
thofe  who  date  it  after  their 
captivity,  becaufe  it  is  there 
faid,  **  that  Jonathan  and  his 
fons  continued  to  be  priefls 
until  the  day  of  the  captivity 

Vol,.  11. 


of  the  land;**  which  they  think 
muft  at  leaft  be  that  of  Tiglath* 
Pelefer,  feem  not  to  conlider, 
that,  by  what  the  author  fays 
at  the  beginning,  i'  that  the^ 
children  of  Benjamin  dwelt 
with  the  Jebufites  in  Jerufa* 
lem,  unto  this  day,*'  he  muft 
have  lived  before  thefe  were 
driven  out  of  it  by  David,  It 
is  therefore  more  probable,  as 
the  Jews  think,  that  the  cap- 
tivity here  fpoken  of  was  the 
battle  which  the  Ifraelites  loft 
againft  the  Philiftines,  when 
the  ark  was  taken  by  them  ;  at 
which  time,  one  may  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe,  a  great  number 
of  the  people  were  alfo  taken 
captive. 


\ 
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ten  happens  fucli  jarring  and  difagreement  between  tliem> 
as  cannot  be  reconciled  by  any  other  way,  than  by  fup- 
pofing,  that  fome  of  thofe  monarchs,  in  either  kingdom, 
were  taken  into  copartnerfliip  with  their  predeceffors ; 
and  that  the  beginning  of  their  reigns  was  dated  from  that 
incident,  and  not  from  their  fathers  death.  How  far  the 
Jewifh  computation  by  lunar  years,  their  ignorance  of 
aftronomy,  and  want  of  exaft  tables,  may  have  increafed 
their  difficulties,  we  need  not  fay.  But  thefe,  and  many 
more,  which  we  willingly  omit,  have  induced  a  great 
number  of  learned  chronologers,  ancient  and  modem, 
fuch  as  St.  Jerom,  Scaliger,  Voilius,  Gknebrard,  and 
others,  to  think  it  next  to  impofiible  to  adjuft  the  JewiA 
chronology  by  thofe  few  books  of  theirs  that  are  extant. 

The  hiftories  of  feveral  kings  are  faid  in  the  text  to  have 
been  written  by  contemporary  prophets,  of  whom  we  have 
nothing  extant  but  their  names ;  and  the  books  of  Kings 
and  Chronicles .  conclude  every  king's  reign  in  words  to 
this  effcft  :  **  Now  the  reft  of  the  a£b  pf  fuch  a  king, 
his  valour  and  conquefts,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book 
of  the  Kings  (or  Chronicles  of  the  kings)  of  Judah,  (or 
Ifrael)  ?"  It  were  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  we  have 
extant,  under  the  name  of  Kings  and  Chronicles,  refer  to 
one  another,  feeing,  fome  few  incoi\fiderable  particulars 
excepted,  they  all  mention  the  fame  fa£bs,  and  almoft 
word  for  word ;  and  are  alike  filent  with  refpe£i;  to  all  the 
other  particulars  of  thofe  reigns.  It  is,  therefore,  more 
reafonable  to  imagine,  that  they  referred  to  more  exa£l 
^nd  voluminous  annals  or  hiftories,  written  by  proper  per- 
fons  in  every  reign,  which  either  perifhed  during  the  cap- 
»tivity,  or  fince  that  period.  But  whether  we  aicribe  the 
difficulties  of  the  Jewifh  chronology  to  the  lofs  of  thofe 
books ;  to  the  wilful  corruption  of  the  text ;  or  to  tht 
careleflhefs  of  tranfcribers ;  each  of  thefe  reafons  will 
fufficiently  account  for  the  different  ways,  by  which  al- 
moft every  chronologer  has  endeavoured  to  fix  the  various 
aeras  before,  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

The  Jews  indeed  do  not  differ  (o  widely  from  one  an- 
other in  this  refpe^i,  as  the  Chriftians  do ;  but  then  it  is 
plain,  that  they  have  (hortened  the  fpace  between  the 
creation  of  the  world,  and  the  birth  of  Chrift,  by  two 
hundred  and  forty  years  of  the  vulgar  aera.  Wnether 
this  alteration  was  wilfully  made^  with  defign  to  explode 
the  completion  of  the  prophecies  concerning  the  time  of 
the  Meffiah's  coming ;:  or  whether  it  happened  through 
the  inadvertency  of  copyifts  \  their  chronology  can  ho 

more 
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more  be  reconciled  to  ours^  th^n  to  that  of  the  EgyptiartSi 
or  any  other  nation. 

The  truth  is,  that  all  their  records,  the  facred  hooks 
excepted,  though  not  of  a  more  recent  date  than  their 
Talmud,  feem  wholly,  directed  by  it ;  fo  that  whatever 
fmall  difference  is  to  be  met  with  between  them,  in  point 
of  chronology,  is  rather  owing  to  a  difierent  reading  or 
unHerftanding  of  that  book,  than  a  deviation  from  it  \  and 
of  what  authority  both  this  and  the  others  ought  to  be 
to  us,  we  need  not  inform  the  reader.  However,  for  the 
fatisfa£tion  of  fuch  as  are  not  acquainted  with  thefe  chro* 
nological  works,  we  fhall  mention  fome  few  of  the  moit 
confiderable,  together  with  their  authors,  as  far  as  they  are 
known,  and  the  tinje  in  which  they  were  compiled  (A). 

The  firft  is  the  Sedar  Holam  Raboah,  or  Large  ChonicU^ 
which  contains  a  fhort  hiftory  from  the  creation,  and  is 
generally  attributed  to  one  Rabbi  Jofe  Ben  Chalephta^ 
who  flourifhed,  if  we  may  believe  the  generality  of  the 
Jews,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  Chrift^ 
and  is  faid  to  have  been  mailer  to  the  famous  Jehudah 
Hakodeih,  the  compiler  of  the  Mifhna  ;  but  what  fliews 
Um  to  be  of  more  modern  date  is,  that  his  work  is  con-* 
tinned  down  to  the  time  of  the  emperor  Adrian  ®  (B). 

2*  The  Shealoth,  and  Tefhuboth,  or  Queftions  and  An* 
fwers,  dialoguewife,  of  Rabbi  Sherira,  iumamed  Gaon> 
or  the  Sublime.     This  is  a  chronological  epitome,    the 

«  Vide  Wolf.  Bibliotb.  Rabbin,  num.  848.  p.  462,  &  ieq.    See 
Moren.  Bartoloc.    Buxt.  &  ah 
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(A)  And  here  we  (hall  pafs 
by  their  fi6tit^ous  Jofepbus 
Ben  Gorion,  whom  they  have 
obtruded  upon  the  world  in- 
ftead  of  the  real  Jofcphus,  fo 
well  known  to  the  Chriftians, 
and  ib  often  mentioned  in  this 
hiftory.  The  reader  may  fee 
an  account  of  thefe  two,  and 
the  reafons  for  the  former's 
being  forged  by  the  Jews, 
in  oppolition  to  the  latter,  in 
Prideaux's  Connexion,  where 
he  will  find  alfo  a  fuller  ac- 
count of  the  following  chrono- 
logical works ;  which  we  ihall, 
for  that  teafon,  content  our- 


felves  with  the  bare  mention 
of,  and  only  obferve,  that  they 
follow  the  Hebrew  text  as  far 
as  it  ^[oes ;  the  reft  is  moftly 
fupplied  by  the  Talmud,  to 
the  time  or  its  being  compiled, 
and  then  by.  authors  of  later 
date. 

(B)  Dean  Prideaux  obferves, 
that  the  book  is  ftuffed  with 
rabbinic  fables,  which  cer- 
tainly appear  to  have  been  ta- 
ken out  of  the  Babyloni(h  Tal- 
mud ;  from  which  he  con* 
eludes,  that  it  was  written  af- 
ter it. 


i) 


i 


Q.^ 


author 
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author  of  which  fiouriflied  from  the  year  967^  <{owti« 
wards  '*• 

3.  The  Cedar  Holam  Zutta,  or  Lejir  Cbreniclijznother 
epitome  of  hiftory,  from  the  creation  to  the  veac  of 
Chrift  552  V  vhofe  unknown  author  lived,  as  the  oookit- 
felf  fays,  ahout  the  year  1 1 23  *• 

4.  Sepher  Cabbala  Rabbi  Abraham  Levita  Ben  Dior  ^ 
this  book  pretends  to  give  a  continual  and  uninterrupted 
fucceffion  of  all  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  elders>  and 
wife-men,  through  whofe  hands  the  or»l  tradition  pafled 
from  Adam  to  Mofes,.  and  fo  on  to  the  compilers  of  the 
Talmudi  and  from  thence  to  the  year  of  Chrift  1 141  (C). 

5.  The  Sepher  Juchafih,  or  Bcoi  cf  Gemalogissy  from  the 
creation  to  the  year  of  Chrift  1500.  This  is  a  much 
larger  work  than  any  of  the  former. 

6.  The  Shaliheleth,  or  chain  of  the  Cabbala,  of  the 
fymt  kind  with  the  Juchafin. 

7.  Tzemach  David,  or  Spr^tit  of  Dsvid^  treats  of  the 
fame  fubje£l:  with  the  irwo  laft  (D)» 

Thefe,  efpecially  the  firft  feven,  are  the  books  which 
the  Jews  urge  againft  our  chronology,  and  from  which 
they  pretend  to  demonftrate,  that  Chrift  appeared  earlier 
in  the  world  by  about  240  years,  than  we  fay  he  did ; 
but  as  their  authority  is  altogether  founded  upon  that  of 
the  Talmud,  we  ihall  fpend  no  more  time  in  confuting 
either*' 

We  likewife  pafs  by  the  Jewifh  Targums,  or  Chaldee 
Paraphrafes,  bccaufe  we  have  none  upon  the  book  of  the 
Judges,  or  of  the  Kings.  Upon  the  whole,  whatever 
differences  there  may  be  between  thofe  chronological 

d  Vide  Wolf.  &  Prid.  ubi  fupra.  •  Vide  Scpbcr  Juchafin, 

Sbalfhelethi  &  Tzemach  Davids  ap.  Wolf,  ubi  fupra. 


(C)  This  author  often  a- 
bridges  the  fiditious  Jofephus 
Ben  Gorion,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  be  the  firft  who  brought  that 
fpurious  author  and  his  book 
into  credit  among  the  Jews. 

(D)  Thefe  three  are  flill 
more  modern,  and  lefs  worth 
our  notice.  Befides  thefe,  we 
find  an  apocryphal  book,  en- 
titled   Debre    Hajamem, 


Chronicle  of  Mofes ;  which  is 
univerfally  rejeiSled  by  the 
Jews,  as  well  as  Chriftians* 
As  for  the  Samaritan  chronicle, 
publilhed  by  Bernard  and  Baf- 
nage,  it  is  fo  Oiort,  obfcure, 
and  incorredt,  that  it  could 
yield  us  but  little  help  in  this 
particular,  were  it  of  greater 
authority  than  it  is  ( 1  }• 


or 


r 

(i)  Vide  Prid.  ubi  fupra.    Calmet,  fub  voc.  Chroniq«    Hiftoire  ' 
des  Juifs,  torn.  vi.  lib,  viii.  cap.  6, 

works^ 


s. 


to  (be  Bdbyhnifh  Capthtty.  ^:^ 

vorks^  they  all  agree  in  the  feries  and  fucodfion  of  their 
kings  and  judgesj  in  the  fame.order  of  time  as  we  find 
them  in  the  two  books  of  Scripture  fo  intituled,  as  well 
as  in  the  Chronicles.  It  is  true,  that  this  laft  fometimes 
jars  with  thofe  of  Samuel  and  £ings  in  point  of  numbers, 
whether  of  years,  or  other  incidents,  mentioned  in  both. 
But  fuch  diflFerences  are  fcarce  worth  the  pains  that  fome 
critics  have  taken  to  reconcile  them^ 

The  following  is  the  lift  of  the  patriarchs,  lieads,  or 
chiefs,  judges,  aad  kings  of  Judah  and  IfraeL 


The  Jewiih  patriardhts  wccc 


Abraham, 
Ifaac, 
Jacob,  and  his  twelve  jfoas. 


The  heads,  xar  leaders,  ^  j^^^a. 


The  Ifraelitilh  judges. 

u  Othniel,  ibn-in-law  to  6.  Abimelech  his  foa, 

Jofhua  (E).  7.  Tolah. 

2.  Ehud.  6.  Jair. 

3.  Shamgar.  9.  Jcpbthah  the  Giltadite. 

4.  Deborah,  the  prophet-  10.  Ibzan^ 

efs,  and  wife  of  La-  1 1 .  Elon. 

pidoth,  with  Barak  12.  Eli  the  high-prleft. 

her  general.  13.  Samfon. 

5.  Gideon,  or  Jerubbaal.  14.  Samuel  the  prophet. 

Jewifh  kings  before  Jeroboam's  revdt. 

1.  Saul.  3.  David. 

2.  Uhboiheth.  4.  Solomon. 

Kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael  after  the  rapture  of  the  two 

kingdoms^ 
Judah.  Ifrael. 

1.  Rehoboam^  i.  Jeroboam. 

2.  Ahijam.  2.  NadaK 

Y  Vide  Whiilon*s  Cfaronology,  and  Capsoviut^  learned  Anfwer 
to  it. 

(E)  Jofephus  makes  Kenaz,  gives  that  dignity  to  the  latter, 
the  father  of  Othniel,  to  have  and  attributes  to  him  the  fig- 
been  the  firft  judge;  and  takes  nal  vi6tory  that  raifed  him  l« 
no  notice  of  his  fon,  either  as  the  helm,  which  he  managed 
his  colleaj^e,  or  fuccefTor ;  but  forty  years* 
tlie  text  t&  agalhit  him,  which 

Q^  Aft. 


h\ 
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Judah.  Ifrael. 

3.  Afa.  '  3.  Baaflia. 

4.  Ela.        ' 

5.  Zimri. 
6*  Omri. 

^  7.  Ahab. 
8.  Ahaziah. 


4*  Jehofhaphat* 
5«  Jehoiam. 

6.  Ahaziah. 

7.  Athaliah,  the  ufurp- 

ing  queen. 

8.  Jehoaih. 

9.  >\maziah. 

10.  Uzziahi  or  Azaiiah. 


9*  Jehoram. 

10.  Jehu. 

11.  Jehoahaz. 
la.  Jehoaih. 

13.  Jeroboam  II. 

Ap  interregnum  of  eleven 
years  and  a  half. 

14.  Zachariah. 
ic.  Shallum. 

16.  Menahem* 

17.  Pekahiah* 

18.  Pekah. 

19.  Hofliea« 


11.  Jotham. 

12.  Ahaz. 

13.  Hezekiah. 

14.  ManafTeh* 

15.  Amon. 

16.  Jofiah. 

17.  Shallum  or  Jehoahaz. 
l8t  Eliakim    or   Jehoia* 

kim. 

19.  Jecboniah  or  Coniafay 

called  alfo  Jeboia- 
kim. 

20.  Mattania,  called  alfo 

Zedekiah. 


SECT.      V. 

The  Jevoijh  Htfiory^  from  Abraham  to  Mofes. 

T1I7E  have  had  occafion  already  to  hint,  that  this  cele« 
^^  brated  patriarch  was  the  father  and  founder  of  th* 
Jewifli  nation ;  though  they  were  never,  as  we  can  find, 
called  by  his  name ;  but  either  by  that  of  Ifraelites,  or 
Jews,  or  by  the  more  common  name  pf  Hebrews  (F). 

Abraham, 

(F)   We  have  ventured  to    name  was  not  given  them,  till 
call  them  Jews,  in  compliance    after  the  Babylonifli  captivity, 
with    Cufiom,     though    that    when  the  tribe  of  Judah  be- 
came 


io  the  Balyhnj/h  Capthbyi 
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Aljraham,  the  fon  of  Terah,  and  the  tenth  in  a  lineal  Yr.  of  Fl. 
defcent  from  the  fon  and  fuccefibr  of  Noah,  w^s  born       417. 
in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  and  about  feventy-four  years  of  ^^^^  C^^» 
age,  when  his  father  and  he  went  from  thence  into  Ha-      '^*^' 
ran,  where  they  had  not  been  feated  long,  before  Terah  "—"""* 
died,  in  the  two  hundred  and  fifth  year  of  his  ag«  (G). 


came  the  mofi  confidemble  of 
what  was  left  of  Ifrael.    The 
firfl  name  given  to  Abrabsm 
and  his  children,  was  that  of 
Hebrews,   which  fome  derive 
from  Heber,  the  fifth  in  de- 
fcent from  Noah.    But  it  is 
hardly  probable,    that   Abra- 
ham would  call  himfelf  by  his 
name,  rather  than  by  that  of 
any   of  his, ten  predeceilbrs ; 
and  we  rather  think,  that  it 
was  given  him  by  the  Canaan- 
ites,  becaufe  he  came  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  Euphrates; 
the  word  Heber  figpifying  in 
the  original  the  other  fide^  whe- 
ther ot  ^  river,  fca,    or  any 
other  thing;   in  which  fenfe 
fome  people  are  called  tranf- 
roarine,  and  tranfalpine*  What 
Ijsems  to  confirm  this  etymo- 
logy, is,  that  we  do  not  find, 
that  he  was    called   by  that 
name,    till  word  was  brought 
him  of  his  nephew  Lot's  mif- 
fbrtune ;  fo  that  it  is  likely  the 
meflenger,  enquiring  for  Abra- 
ham, of  the  inhabitants,  might 
deicribe  him  by  the  word  he- 
Iriy  or  one  that  canoe  from  the 
other  fide  of  the  river.    How- 
ever, after  Jacob  had  received 
the  name  of  Ifrael,  they  pre- 
ferred that  of  Ifraelites,  though 
^he  neighbouring  nations  ftiU 
called  them  Hebrews. 

(G)  There  feems  to  be  an 
unfurmountable  difficulty  in 
this  account  of  Terah's  age« 
which  chronologers  have  va- 
rioudy  endeavoured  to  remove. 
Willet  and  Tremellius  think. 


that  though  Terah  was  but 
feventy  years  old,  when  he 
began  to  have  children,  yet  he 
^as  near  one  hundred  and 
thirty  when  he  begat  Abra- 
ham, and  that  thofe  who  were 
bom  before  him,  are  purpofely 
omitted  by  Mofes,  that  Abra- 
ham might  have  the  honour  of 
primogeniture  for  the  excel- 
lency of  his  fiiuth.  Others, 
with  Calmet,  choofe  rather  to 
give  him  Adar,  or  A^ar,  for 
his  fiither,  and  Terah  for  his 
grandfather,  according  to  the 
Arabian  hiftory  of  that  patri- 
arch ;  and  to  fill  up  the  chafm, 
fuppofe  that  Adar  begat  Abra- 
ham in  the  fiztieth  year  of  hb 
age ;  but  befides  the  fmall  re- 
liance we  can  have  on  that 
hiflory,  the  hypothefis  is  quite 
oppofite  to  the  text.  Others 
fuppoie,  with  Sir  Norton 
Knatchbull,  that  an  error  has 
crept  into  the  original ;  and 
that  Terah  was  either  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  old  when 
he  begat  Abraham,  or  if  he 
was  then  but  feventy  years  old, 
that  he  died  in  the  hundred 
and  ,  fifty-fifth,  and  not  in  the 
two  hundred  and  fifth  year  of 
his  age ;  for  the  text  fays,  that 
Abraham  was  feventy  -  five 
years  old  when  he  left  Haran, 
and  that  his  father  died  but  a 
little  before.  The  reader,  for 
a  more  fatisfa£tory  folution, 
may  have  recourfe  to  the  learur 
ed  Capzovius,  efpecially  with 
the  notes  of  Marcus  Mofes  in 
the  Englifh  tongue. 

(L4  His 
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4hraham*s  His  funeral  rites  were  fcarce  performed,  when  Al»raHam 

€ati.  was  commanded  by  God  to  depart  into  another  land^ 

where  he  would  blefs,  proted,  and  multiply  him  in  an 
extraordinary  manner ;  and  he  affured  him,  <^  that  in  his 
feed  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  fliould  be  blefied  ® :"  he 
readily  obeyed  this  call,  and  with  Sarah  his  wife.  Lot 
s.  his  brother's  fon,  his  fervants  and  cattle,  migrated  into 
the  Promifed  Land,  where  he  pitched  his  tents  near  the 
city  of  Sichem  (H)  then  inhabited  by  the  Cstnaahites,  and 
built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord.  Here  God  was  pleafed  to 
appear  again  unto  him,  to  confirm  all  his  former  pro^ 
mifes  'i  and  to  affure  him,  that  he  would  one  day  give 

Yr.  of  Fl.  that  land  to  his  pofterity.  In  a  little  time,  however,  z, 
42^*  great  famine,  which  happened  in  thofe  parts,  forced  him 
to  remove  into  Egypt,  which  was  then  the  only  place, 
where  he  could  hope  to  find  provifion  for  his  numerous 
family,  and  great  multitude  of  cattle.  The  fear  be  was 
in,  upon  the  account  of  Sarah  his  wife,  who,  though 
(he  was  paft  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  retained  yet 
beauty  enough  to  endanger  the  man's  life  who  fhould 
pafs  for  her  hufbarid,  made  him  refolve,  after  fome  hefi-» 
.  tation,  that  fli^^  ihould  pafs  for  his  fitter,  in  every  place 
Where  they  might  fojourn.  From  this  dcfcent  into 
Egypt  the  generality  of  chronologers  compute  the  fpace 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  mentioned  by  St.  Paul  % 
agreeably  to  what  Mofcs  fays  in  another  place  Sj  that  If- 
rael  dwelt  in  Egypt  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  ;  that 
is,  as  the  Septuagint  interpret  it,  that  from  the  firft  arri-^ 
val  of  Abraham  to  the  Exodus,  fliOUld  be  fo^r  hundred 

Vr-  of  Fl.  ^^^  thirty  ydslrs.  Abraham  had  not  'been  long  in  Egypt 
429.        before  Sarah  captivated  the  king  Pharaoh,  who  took  her 

Ante  Chr.  away,  and  for  Ker  fake  fliewed  extraordinary  faVours  to 

i9'9-       her  pretended  brother  (I).     At  length  God  was  pleafed 

to 
«  Gen.  xii.  i)  &  feq.  ^  Galat.  iii.  17.         t  £xod.  xil.  40. 


Ante  Chr. 
1920. 

Goes  into 


4n^v* 


(H)  If  we  credit  Nicholas 
of  Damafcus,  Abraham  camd 
with  an  army  from  Chaldea, 
flopped,  and  reigned  (bmc 
dme  in  the  country  of  Damaf- 
cus, before  he  went  to  Si- 
chem (2)  and  bis  qnme  Was 
ilill  famous  there,  Jofephuf 
ffcms  to  bav^  quoted  his  very 


words,  adding,  that  Abraham's 
name  was  to  that  day  in  great 
veneration  in  that  country ;  and 
that  there  was  fiill  a  village 
which  bore  the  name  of  Abnu 
ham^  habitation. 

(I)  Pharaoh  was  not  the 
name  of  this  particular  king, 
but  ai^  appellation  common  to 


(^)  Ap.  Jor<?ph.  Afttf  lib*  1.  ^up,  |»   IStti^b.  Pr^.  lib.  ix.  cap.  16, 


to  the  Bdbyhnifb  Captivii^.     ^  e^| 

to  ifiterpdTe  for  the  deliverance  of  Sarah.  Ph^o'oah,  and 
\m  houfe,  were  infefted  with  fach  plagues,  as  feemed  to 
indicate  the  refentment  of  heaven.  The  king,  being  in- 
formed of  the  caufe,  fent  for  Abraham,  when,  having 
ftarply  rebuked  him  for  deceiving  him  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  confequence,  he  reftored  his  wife  frfee  from  ftain  or 
violation,  and  gave  orders,  that  they  might  fafely  depart 
Mis  dominions  with  aH  the  wealth  they  had  acquired. 

Abraham  made  no  ftay  in  Egypt  after  this  injundion^  Returns  h 
the  famine  having  ceafed  in  the  place  which  he  had  left,  ^^th^^ 
he  returned  thither  by  the  fame  way ;  and,  on   the  altar 
be  bad  built  before,  offered  a  facrifice  of  thanks  for  his 
happy  efcape,  and  fafe  return  ".     In  the  mean  time,  the 
herds  of  Lot,  as  well  as  his  own,  being  grown  too   nu- 
merous for  the  land  they  lived  in,  fuch  contentions  arofe 
between  their  fhepherds,    that   Abraham  refolvcd,  in  a 
friendly  manner,  to  feparate  from  his  nephew.    He  gave  tttaratu 
him  his  choice  of  the  whole  country  that  lay  before  him,  from  Lou 
and  Lot  chofe  the  fertile  plains  of  Sodom  atid  Gomorrah, 
watered  by  the  river  Jordan.     Abraham  leiving  Beth-el, 
went  to  dwell  in  the  land  of  Moreh,  which  is  in  Hebron, 
where  he  built  ah  altar  unto  God,  and  foon  after  contrad- 
ed  a  friendfhip   with  three  of  the   greateft  men  of  the 
^lace  J  namely,  Mamre,  Aner,  and  Efhcol ;  the  firft  of 
whom  communicated  his  name  to  all  the  country.    Thfe 
alliance  proved  very  ferviceable  to  Abrahiam  in  procefs  of 
time,  and  was  the  caufe  of  his  living  peaceably,  near  ten 

! rears,  among  them.    Lot  behig  taken  captive  by  Chedor-  Yr.  ofFI. 
aomer,  and  his  allies,  Abraham  cc«nmunicated  the  news       43^ 
of  his  nephew's  difafter  to  his  three    friends,  Mamre,       ,*q,^, 

Aner,  and  Eihcol,  who  readily  gratifed  their  ai&ftance  \   1^ 

joining  three  hundred  of  his  own  men  to  theirs,  they  march-  lot  taken 
ed  in  purfuit  of  the  -conquerors,  furprifed  them  at  Dan  iil  prifoner^ 
fhe  night,  purfued  theiia  as  fat  as  Hoba,  on  the  left  of 

PamafcuSy  and,  having  refcued  Lot  with  all  his  family,  ond  refcu* 

ed  by  A* 

m  Gen.  xii.  paff.  &  xiii.  braham. 

ill  the  kings  of  Egypt.    They  name    is    not   mentioned    by 

had  alfo  other  particular  namfes,  Mbfes,  but  likewife  by  reafon 

as  So,    Necbd,   6hi(hac,   *c.  of  the  great  confufion  we  have 

but  under  which  of  the  kings  obferved  in  their  chrohology. 

^f  Eg^pt  this  event  happened,  However,     Archbifliop,  Ufter 

it  is  impoffible  to  determine,  ventures    to  call    him    Apo* 

m>t  oqI^  becauie  his  particular  phes  (3). 

(3}  Sub.  A.  M.  2994t 

fervantS| 
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fervants,!  and  cattle,  brought  him  back  to  his  old  habitadon* 
The  king  of  Sodom  came  out  to  congratulate  Abraham 
upon  his  fuccefs,  and  even  offered  him  all  the  booty  which 
he  had  retaken,  the  men  and  the  women  excepted ;  but 
the  patriarch  nobly  refufed  to  accept  the  lead  ihare  of  it- 
Here  Melchefedek  met  and  blefled  him,  and  he  prefented 
that  hifh-prieft  with  the  tithes  of  all  the  fpoil ". 
Rnmvij  Abrsmam  afterwards  removed  to  Mamre,  or  Hebron^ 
l#  BcbroMt  ^liere  God  was  pleafed  to  appear  to  him,  a  fifth  time,  in 
a  vifion,  and  to  give  him  frelh  aflurances  of  his  fpecial  fa- 
vour, adding,  that  he  would  be  his  exceeding  great 
reward.  The  patriarch,  who  had  hitherto  liftened  to 
God's  promifes  without  any  expreflion  of  diftruft,  ven- 
tured now,  for  the  firll  time,  to  ezpoftulate  with  his 
Maker,  and  declare,  that  he  could  not  comprehend  how 
thofe  promifes  were  to  be  fulfilled,  whilft  he  himfelf  con- 
tinued childlefs,  and,  to  all  appearance,  fliould  leave  all 
his  fubftance  to  Eliezer  of  Damafcus,  overfeer  of  his  houf^ 
hold.  God  then  afltir ed  him,  that  not  Eliezer,  but  a  fon 
of  his  own,  fiiould  be  his  heir,  and  promifed  to  make 
hia  pofterity  more  numerous  than  the  ftars  of  heaven* 
Abraham  was  now  eighty-five  years  old,  and  Sarah,  turned 
of  feventy-four,  was  thought  barren.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  daggered  a 
faith  lefs  firm  than  his ;  but  the  Scripture  fays,  that  he 
believed  in  God,  and  that  it  was  imputed  unto  him 
for  righteoufnefs  ^.  Neverthelefs,  when  God  repeated 
his  former  promife,  that  he  would  infallibly  give  that 
land  to  his  pofterity.  Abraham  demanded  a  fign,  and 
God  vouchfafed  to  comply  with  his  requeft.  He  bade 
him  take  a  heifer  of  three  years,  a  goat,  and  a  ram  of  the 
fame  age  (I),  with  a  pigeon,  and  a  turtle  dove,  and  ofler 
them  up  in  facrifice.  Abraham  immediately  killed  the 
three  beafts,  clove  them  in  the  middle,  and  joining  the 

>  Genef.  cap.  xiv.  iS.  *  Gen.xv.  i*-6,  &  feq. 

(I)    Onkelos    tranflates  it  crificefor  fin,  and  peace-ofier- 

three  heifers,  three  goats,  and  ing.     However  that  be,   it  if 

three  rams;  and  is    followed  from   this  action  of  dividing 

by  other  Jewifh  commentators*  the  vi&ims,  that  the  Ifraelites 

One  of  them  tells  us,  that  A-  introduced  the  tike  ceremony 

braham  was  then  reprefenting  in  the  ratifying  their    cove* 

the   three    future    lacrifices;  nant8(i)« 
namely,    burnt- ofiferings,    fa- 

(i)  Vid.  Mercer,  Villet,  Rab.  Sal.&  al.  in  loc,  Mof.  Gerund,  ap* 
Muuil.  in  Gen.  }ux<  fub.  not.  d« 

pieces 
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pieces  one  to  the  other,  laid  the  birds  on  the  top  of  them» 
whilft  be  bimfelf  ftayed  to  drive  away  the  fowls  from  the 
facri&ce.  As  foon  as  the  fun  began  to  fet,  a  deep  fleep 
fell  upon  him,  followed  by  a  horror  of  great  darknefs ; 
during  which  it  was  revealed  to  him,  that  his  pofterity 
fhould  fojourn,  and  be  affli£led,  in  a  ftrange  land,  four 
hundred  years  (K) ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  God  would 

punifh 

(K)    Ezpofkors   have  run  and  fifteen  were   already  ex- 

into   various   conje6^ures,    in  pired,  when  Ifrael  went  into 

order  to   make  out  thefe  four  Egypt,  which  is  thus  proved  t 

hundred  years.    Genebrard,  a  i rrrom  the  time  of  Abram's 

learned  chronologer,   has  af-  arrival  in  Canaan  to  Jacob's 

finned,      that    the    Ifraelites  defcent  into  Egypt,    are  but 

dwelt  in  Egypt  the  full  num-  two  hundred  and^fifteen  years  ; 

ber  of  four  hundred  years.  His  viz.  twenty-five  from  the  time 

error,  however,  may  be  eaiily  of  the  promife  to  the  birth  of 

confuted  by  the  lives  of  Ko-  his  fon  Ifaac ;    fixty  more  to 

hath,  the  fon  of  Levi,  who  the  birth  of   Jacob,    who  is 

went  down  with  Jacob,    and  afiirmed  byMofesto  havebeen 

died  in  Egypt,  in  the  hundred  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  old 

and  thirty-third  year  of    his  when  he  flood  before  Pharoah, 

age;  of  his  ion  Amram,  the  all  which  make  but  two  hun- 

fetherof  Mofes,  who  lived  one  dred  and  fifteen.    2.  The  lafl: 

hundred  and  thirty-feveh years;  remaining  two    hundred    and 

and  of  Mofes,  who  was  eighty  fifteen  may  be  thus  reckoned  : 

years    old  when    he  brought  Kohath  came  down  with  Ja- 

Ifrael  out  of  Egypt ;  all  which  cob,  and,  according  to  Eufe- 

feveral    numbers    make     but  bius,    begat   Amram    in    his 

three  hundred  and  fifty  yeai^,  feventieth  year,  and  Amram 

out  of  which  we  muil  fubtra^t  begat  Mofes'  much  about  the 

thofe  which  Kohath  had  at-  fame  age ;  to  which  if  we  add 

tuned  when  he  went  down  into  the  eightyyears  of  Mofes'sage, 

Egypt,  and  likewife  the  time  when  he  led  them  out,   the 

the  fathers'  lived    with  their  whole  will  make  two  hundred 

children.     This  confideration  and  twenty,  from  which  may 

hath  induced  fome  critics  to  be  fubtra^ed  five  years,    the 

reduce  the  number  to  lefs  than  fuppofed  age  of  Kohath,  when 

VNo  hundred   and  ten  years,  Jacob  left  Canaan,    and   the 

and  others    to  two  hundred  ;  remainder  will  be  the  time  of 

whereas,   we   fhall  endeavour  their  abode  in  Egypt,  namely, 

to  prove,  that  they  remained  two  hundred  and  fifteen  years. 

there  two  hundred  and  fifteen  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  the  four 

years.     St.  Paul  reckons,  firom  hundred  years  of  Abraham^s 

the  firft  promife  made  to  Abra-  feed  fojourning  in  a    ftrange 

ham,  to  the  promulgation  of  land,  muft  be  reckoned,    not 

the  law,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  from  their  coming  into  Egypt, 

exod,  four  hundred  and  thirty  but  from  the  birth  of  Ifaac. 

years;  of  which  two  hundred  For  all  the  time  of  their  fo- 
journing 
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punifli  their  oppreiTotSy    and  bring  his  children  into  the 
land  which  he  had  promifed  him,  ttrhjlfl  he  himfelf  fliouM 
be  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  a  good  old  age.     After  this 
viGon  Abraham  faw  a  fmoking  furnace,  and   a   burning 
lamp,  pafs  between  the  vi£tinl8.     Thus  was  the  new  co- 
venant ratified  between  God  and  Abraham,  who,  highly 
pleafed  with  all  thefe  pix>mifes,  went  to  impart  his  joy  to 
his  beloved  wife. 
Yir.  of  FJ.      Sarah,  not  dreaming  that  flie  was  t6  be  the  happy  mo- 
437;       ther  of  the  promifed  child,  and  having  moreover  all  the 
Ante  Cbn  convincing  proofs  that  a  woman  can  have,  of  her  being 
^  paft  all  pombility  of  geftation,  refolved  at  leaft  to  be  a 

mother  by  proxy,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  that  age  and 

jouming  inthekiKlof  CanaaQ,  ing^  therefore,  that  Levi  was 

Gerar,  or  any  other,  was  fiiU  forty-four  years  of  age  at  his 

in  a  flrange  land,    in  which  firfl  coming  into  Egypt,  which 

they  had  not  a^  foot  of  ground,  is  the  moA  that  can  be   fup- 

if  we  exc^t  the  cave  of  Mae*  pofed,    he    muft    have  lived 

pekh.    As  to  what  is  added,  ninety-three  years  in   Egypt, 

that  they  fhall  likewife  ferve  becaufe  the  text  tells  us,  that 

and  be  ili-treated,^  it  U  com-  he  died  in  the  hundred  and 

monly  underilood  to  be  fpoken  thirty -fevesth  year  of  his  age ; 

circumftantially,  and  iiMght  be  and  thefe   ninety-three    years 

put  in  a    pareathefis^   thus  :  being  fubtra£bed  from  two  huji- 

*^  They  fiiall  ibjcurn  and  be  dred  and   fifteen,  the  time  of 

ffarangers    (and  likewife  ferte  their  abode,  there  will  remsun 

and  be  oppreiled)  during  (he  but  a  httndred  and  twenty-two 

fpace  of  four  hundred  years/'  years  of  thraldom,  even  fup- 

as  St.  AuHin  and  other*  have  poiing  it  to  have  begun  imme- 

fully    pi'oved.      Accordingly,  diately  ai&er  his  death.     The 

we  find  Ifaae  oppreiTed  in  Ge-  natural    ienfe,    therefore,    of 

rar,    his    wells  filled    up  by  this  prophecy    to    Abraharo« 

.  the  inhabitants,   atid    himfelf  can  be  only  this,  that  his  feed 

forced  ftill  farther  from  them ;  from  Ifaac  on,  ibould  be  ftran- 

and  Jacob    ferved,   and    was  gers  in  a  land    that  was  not 

oppreiTed    by     Laban,     near  theirs,  for  the  fpace  of  four 

twenty  years,  yet  neither  of  hnndred   years,    during  fomcf 

them  laboured  under  a  conti-  part  of  which  they  fhould  be 

^  nual  oppreflion.     The  Egyp-  oppreiTed,     afRidted,    and    at 

tian  fervitude   did   not    com-  length  brought  under  bondage; 

mence  till  after  Jofeph  and  his  which    term    being   expired, 

brethren  were  dead ;     before  they  fhould  6nd  a  happy  deli- 

that  period  the  Ifraelites  lived  verance(2)*  ^ 

in  peace  and  plenty.    Allow- 

,  (ft)  VideGen.  xlvi.  IT.  Exod.vi.i8.  Chryfoft,  Homil.  lib.  i. 
Nic.  de  Lyra,  in  loc.  Villet.  cap.  dix.  15.  Le  Clerc.  in  loc. 
Aug*  Quaeft.  in  £xod.  vi*  ^-j*    Merc.  Jun.  Munfter. 

country. 
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country.    To  this  end  One  perfuaded  her  hu(band  to  tale 
her  hand*inaid  Hagar  to  him,  that  if  he  had  a  child  by 
her,  ihe.  might  bring  it  forth  upon  her  knees.     Abraham 
acquiefcdd  \  and  Hagar  no  fooner  found  herfelf  pregnant^ 
than  flie  became  haughty  and  infolent  towards  her  mif- 
trefs.    Sarah,  iofipatient  to  fee  herfelf  infulted  by  a  flave, 
whom  her  kindnefs  had  raifed,  could  not  forbear  breaking 
out  into  bitter  complaints  againft  them  both  ;  and  Abra- 
ham, willing  to  convince  his  wife  that  he  loved  her  as 
much  as  ever,  left  her  at  liberty  to  do  herfelf  juftice  in 
what  way  fhe  ihould  think  fit ;  a  permifBon  which  fhe 
ufed  accordingly,  but  with  fuch  feverity,  that  Hagar>  be-  Hagar  h 
ing  unable  to  bear  it,  ftole  away  from  her,  and  went  and  fi^^^^  *^fy 
fat  down  by  a  fountain  on  the  road  to  Sur,  leading  to  •''^??  ^ 
Egypt.    Here  the  angel  of  the  Lord  met  her,  and,  per-  ^^"^*J^* 
fuaided  her  to  return  and  fubmit  herfelf  tb  her  miftrefs ; 
afliiring  her  that  ihe  (hould  foon  be  delivered  of  a  fan, 
whom   fhe  (hould  call   Ifhmael  (L) ;   that  his  pofterity 
would  multiply  exceedingly;  that  both  he  and  they  would 
prove  fierce  and  warlike;   that  their  hand  (hould  be 
againft  every  man,  and  evbry  man's  hand  againft  them  ; 
and  that  they  (hould  dwell  in  the  face  of  all  their  bre- 
thren ^.     Hagar,  hearing  thefe  comfortable  tidings,  took 
the  angel's  advice ;  and  in  the  memory  of  this  furprifing  is  perfuad^ 
vifion,  (he  called  the  well  Beer-lahai*roi,  which  fignifies  id  by  an 
thi  Will  rf  him  that  lives  and  fees  me.    This  well  was  be-  angeitore^ 
tween  Cade(h  and  Bameah.    Soon  after  her  return  (he    r^J"^^ 
brought  forth  the  promifed  fon,  and  called  him  Khmael,  "^^ 
according  to  the  angel's  dire^on.     Abraham  was  now  Yr.  of  Fl, 
eighty-fix   years   of    age,  and  did   not   expe£l  another    .    ♦ST* 
fon,   but  brought  this  up  as  the  heir  of  all  his  fub-      "^^.j. *!' 
ftaiice,  and  ot  all  God's  promifes ;  and  Hagar,  whofe  *  ^ 

tntereft  it  was  not  to  undeceive  him,  thought  fit  to  con-  . 
ceal  what  (he  had  learned  from  the  angel ;  fo  that  it  was 
not  till  almoft  thirteen  years  after  this  event,  that  God  1 
plainly  promifed  him  a  fon  by  Sarah  his  wife. 
.  By  this  time  the  patriarch  had  attained  to  the  ninety-  Ahram^e 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  when  God  was  pleafed  to  ratify  his  name 
former  covenant  with  him,  by  changing  his  name  from  f^^*ff^ 
Abram  to  Abraham,  afiuring  him  that  he  would  make  )JJJ|       * 

^  Gen.  xvi.  11,  &  feq. , 

(L)  Khmael  is  compounded^  immediately  fubjoined  by  the 
of  the  words  jifhmagh  and  el,  angel,  namely,  becaufe  the 
the  Lord  bath  or  will  hear*  Lord  had  heard  her  com^ 
The  reafon  of  which  name  it    plaint* 

the 
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the  father  of  many  nations  \  that  kings  Ihould  proceed 
from  him,  and  that  his  pofterity  (hould  furely  ponefs  the 
y r.  of  FI.  land  whereih  he  was  a  ftranger.     As  a  token,  or  rather 
A  *^rh     ^^^'^y  ^f  ^^s  faith  and  obedience,  God  commanded  him  to 
i8q8.  ^^  circumcife  all  the  males  in  his  family,  with  a  farther  in- 
,  junftion,  that  for  the  future  all  the  males  born  of  him,  or 

in  his  family,  whether  bond  or  free,  (hould  be  circum^ 
cifed  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth  \  declaring,  that  if 
any  male  remained  uncircumcifed,  that  foul  (hould  be  cut 
off,  as  a  defpifer  of  God's  covenant,  from  having  any  (hare 
in  the  promifed  land  defigned  for  him  and  his  pofterity. 
Laftly,  and  in  order  to  complete  his  happinefs,  God  in- 
formed him  that  Sarah  his  wife  (hould  bear  him  a  fon, 
who  (hould  be  heir  to  all  thefe  ble(fings ;  and  therefore 
that  her  name  (hould  be  no  longer  Sarai,  but  Sarah. 
Here  Abraham  falling  on  his  face,  probably  to  conceal 
his  laughter,  occafioned  by  the  ftrangenefs  or  improba-* 
bility  of  what  he  heard,  began  to  intercede  for  the  life 
and  prefervation  of  Khmael,  beyond  which  he  thought  it 
unreafonable  to  a(korwi(hfor  anything;  but  the  Al- 
mighty, nothing  provoked  it  feems  by  his  irreverent 
mirth,  foon  affured  hicn  that  thefe  great  ble(!ings  were  not 
defigned  for  Khmael,  but  for  a  fon  to  be  bom  of  the 
hitherto  barren  Sarah,  whom  he  (hould  therefore  name 
Ifaac  (M)  \  that  as  to  the  fon  of  Hagar,  he  would  indeed 
blefs  him  with  a  numerous  pofterity ;  but  that  Ifaac  alone, 
whom  Sarah  (hould  bear  within  the  year,  was  to  be  en- 
titled to  the  covenant  and  promife,  and  that  in  his  feed  all 
nations  of  the  earth  (hould  be  ble(red''. 

God  had  no  fooiier  departed,  than  Abraham  took  his 

Anfe  Cbr.  f<^n  Ifhmael,  and  all  the  males  in  his  family,  and  circum- 

1897.       cifed  them,  as  well  as  himfelf,  without  any  regard  to  his 

'  own  age,  which  was  almoft  a  hundred  years,  or  to  the 

'^^df'^     tendernefs  of  his  fon,  who  was  not  above  thirteen*     All 

miiy  ciri^^  fubmitted  alike  to  the  operation,  on  the  fame  day  (N) ; 

Ckmcifed.  ^"d 

*  Gen.  xvii. 


Yr.  of  FU 
4S« 


(M )  Ifaac,  according  to  the 
Hebrew  ifchakh,  iignil^es,  be 
has  oxjhall  laugh* 

(N)  Whether  circumcifion 
was  firfl  introduced  into  the 
world  by  the  Hebrews  or 
Egyptians,  hath  been  much 
conteded  by  ancient  and  mo- 
dern   hiflorians,    critics,   and 


commentators;  certain  It  is, 
the  pradtice  was  of  great  an* 
tiquity  both  in  Egypt  and 
Ethiopia,  Confidered  with  a 
view  to  health  and  cleanlinefs, 
it  was  undoubtedly  a  very  ju- 
dicious inftitution  in  a  hot  cli* 
mate,  among  a  people  natu- 
turally  impure,  and  much  ad- 

didted 
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tnd  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  honoured  wkh  a 
feventh  vifit  from  God,  ftill  more  remarkable  than  the 
former*     Sitting  one  day  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  under  a  Abraham 
ireC)  he  beheldi  afar  ofF,  three  men,  whom  he  took  to  be  entertaius 
ftrangers  5  and  going  forth  to  meet  them,  in  the  moft  ^h^^ttm* 
civil  and  refpefbful  manner  invited  them  to  come  and  par-  ^'^' 
take  of  a  refrefhment  with  him.     Having  obtained  their 
confenty  he  ordered  a  feaft  to  be  got  ready.     In  this  in- 
terviewy  his  divine  gueft  confirmed  his  promife  of  Sarah's  Afompn^ 
having   a  fon  within  the  year.    Sarah  liftening  at  the  ^I*^  ^^ 
tent-door,  and  thinking  herfelf  paft  child-bearing,  burft  ^^'•^• 
out  into  laughter  \  and  the  ftranger  aiked  the  reafon  of  it 
in  fuch  a  ferious  tone,  as  (truck  her  with  affright.    She 
would  fain  have  denied  it  \  but  it^was  to  no  purpofe,  that  ' 

(he  endeavoured  to  hide  any  thing  from  the  perfon  that 
fpoke  to  her,  who  difmiffed  her  with  this  gentle  reproof, 
that  {he  was  highly  in  the  wrong  to  miftruft  what  he  faid 
to  her,  fince  nothing  was  impoflible  with  God.    The  three 
heavenly  guefts,   having  refreftied  themfelves  with  meat 
and  drink,  rofe  up,  in  order  to  proceed  on  their  jour- 
ney,   and  Abraham    accompanied  them   fome  part   of 
the  way.     At  length  one  of  them,  whom  the  original 
calls  the  Lord  (O),  gave  him  to  underftand  that  the  cry 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  was  gone  up  to  heaven ;  and 
that  he  was  going  down  fully  refolved  to  deftroy  them 
utterly,  if  upon  enquiry  he  found  their  wickednefs  equal 
to  the  report  of  it    The  good  Patriarch  remembering  his 

dieted  to  venery.    This,  and  fubjed.    The  lafl  is,  that  cir- 
many  other  regulations,  purely  cumcifion   promotes    popula- 
oeconomical,   were  efiabliihed  tion ;  as  thofe  who  are  circum- 
as  reli«ous  rights,  that  they  cifed  are   more  apt  for  pro- 
might   DC  obferved  with  the  creation  than  thofe  who  are 
greater  care  and  circumfpec-  not.    It  ought,  however,  phy- 
tion.     Ph'ilo  fays  circumcifion  fically  to  weaken  the  defire  of 
was  pra^tifed  for  difi^rent  rea-  venery,  by  impairing  the  fen- 
fons  :  firil,  in  order  to  avoid  iibility  of  the  organs, 
a  didemper  called  a  carbuncle,        (O)  The  name  Jehovah,  by 
to  which    the    uncircumcifed  which  Mofes  calls  the  ftranger 
were  often  fubje6t :  iecondly,  that  talked  to  Abraham,  being 
for  the  fake  of  cleanlinefs,  by  looked  upon  by  the  generality 
cutting  off  whatever  was  apt  of  Jews  and  Chrlilians  to  be 
to  harbour  any  filth  ;  and  for  the  incommunicable  name  of 
this  reafon  it  was,    that  the  Gt)d,  it  is  fuppofed  that  it  was  . 
Egyptian  prieds  (haved  their  the  Son  of  God  who  appeared 
boaies  all  over.    The  third  is  in  that  form., 
fymbolical,  and  foreign  to  our 
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kinfmtn  Lot,  and  ftimulated  by  natural  compalSon  for  lii^ 
fellow-creatures,  did  not  fail  to  intercede  for  fuch  righted 
ous  men  as  might  be  found  among  the  wicked ;  and  did 
not  ceafe  his  foiicitations,  till  he  had  obtained  a  promifcy 
that  if  there  were  but  ten  righteous  men  found  in  the 
place,  God  would  fpare  it  for  their  fake.  The  fate 
of  thofe  cities,  and  Lot's  deliverance,  have  been  al^ 
ready  related :  as  for  Abraham,  he  faw  the  next  morning 
the  thick  fmoke  of  thofe  unfortunate  places  afcending 
like  that  of  a  furnace. 

Not  long  after  this  event,  Abraham  leaving  the  plains 
of  Mamre,  went  and  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the  Philifc 
tines,  between  Cadeih  and  Sur,  where  the  fame  adventure 
happened  to  him  which  he  had  met  with  in  Egypt« 
Sarah,  whom  neither  her  pregnancy,  nor  advanced  age, 
((he  being  now  ninety  years  old),  had  deprived  her  of 
beauty,  was  again  defired  by  her  huiband  to  pafs  for  his 
fifter;  and  Abimelech,  king  of  that  country,  found  her 
ftill  fo  charming,  that  he  fecured  her  for  his  bed ;  but 
the  Lord  appearing  to  the  Fbiliftine  in  a  dream,  threatdhed 
him  with  inftant  death,  if  he  did  not  immediately  reftore 
her,  untouched,  to  her  hufband,  who  was  a  prophet  very 
dear  to  him ;  in  confequence  of  which  intimation,  Sarah  ' 
was  fent  back  with  confiderable  prefents. 

The  time  appointed  being  come,  Sarah  brought  forth 
the  long-expe£bed  fon,  and  called  his  name  Ifaac ;  and 
Abraham  failed  not  to  circumcife  him  on  the  eighth  day* 
They  were  now  in  the  zenith  of  their  happinefs.  Sarah 
having  fuckled  the  child  at  her  own  breaft»  weaned  him 
at  the  ufual  time ;  and  Abraham  made  a  feaft  to  all  his 
houfehold  on  that  occafion ;  but  their  joy  was  dafhed 
with  a  mixture  of  vexation,  arifing  from  the  jealoufy 
which  Ifaac  occafioned  to  Hagar  and  her  fon.  IfaaC 
was  fcarce  feven  years  old,  when  Sarah  perceiving  that 
Ifhmael  treated  her  fon  with  contempt,  refolved  to  part 
them  for  ever,  that  Khmael  might  have  no  ihare  in  the 
inheritance.  Though  Abraham  loved  her  to  fuch  a  de^ 
gree  that  he  could  deny  her  nothing,  yet  he  could  not 
forbear  looking  on  her  requeft  as  cruel  and  unreafonable ; 
but  God  confirming  what  Sarah  demanded,  and  promifiag 
moreover  to  proceS  libniJte],  and  to  make  him  father  of 
a  great  nation,  Abraham  was  at  laft  prevailed  upon  td 
fend  him  and  his  mother  away. 

In  the  mean  time  he  entered  into  a  folemn  league  of 
friendfliip  with  Abimelech,  king  of  the  Philiftines,  as  we 
have  related  elfewhere  ^  upon  which'  occafion  that  place 

wa» 
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wa*  called  Beerfheba,  or  the  well  of  the  oathy  becaufe  of 

the  covenant  to  which  they  bad  there  fworn.     The  plea- 

fantnefs  of  the  place,  and  the  friendfliip  of  the  king,  in* 

vited  Abraham  to  ftay  in  it  many  years.    He  planted  here  ' 

a  ftately  grove,  and  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  refolv- 

ing  t5  end  his  days  in  this  abode  ^. 

But  God  had  yet  a  farther  trial  to  mal^e  of  his  faith  and  Yr.  of  Ff. 
obedience.    Ifaac,  the  fon  of  hfe  old  age,  the  promifed       477* 
head  of  a  new  and  numerous  race,  the  fountain  of  fo   Ante  chr, 

/  1  Xt  f 

many  promifed  bleffings,  and  the  dear  and  only  objeft  of 
fo  much  aflFeftion ;  this  very  Ifaac  was  now,  at  length,   Abraham 
commanded  to  be  brought  to  a  certain   mountain,  and   commanded 
there  ofFerfed  up  as  a  burnt  facrifice,  by  the  hand  of  his   tofaerifice 
I  own  father.     Abraham^  withbut  expoftulating  upon  the    H^^^, 
feverity  of  the  command,  refolved  to  obey :  leaving  it  to    ''^^  * 
,God  to  make  good  his  own  proniifes,  he  fef  out  the  very 
jiext  morning,  and  on  the  third  day  difcovered  Mount  Mo- 
riah,  the  place  appointed  for  the  dreadful  facrifice  ^C). 
Leaving  his  fervants  behind,  he  afcmided  the  Mount,  ac- 
companied by  Ifaac,  laden   with   fne   wood,  and  other 
materials,  for  a  bumt-oflFering,  who,  obferving  nothing 
4)f  a  viftim,  could  not  forbear  queftioning  his  father,- 
who  anfwered  calmly,  that  God  would  provide  for  the 
occaGon.     He  little  thought  how  prophetically  he  fpoke  ; 
for  he  had  no  fooner  bound  his  fon  upon  the  wood,  and 
ftretched  out  his  hand  to  give  the  fatal  blow,  than  God   hut  court'' 
was  pleafed  to  countermand  the  order  he  had  given,  be-   termanded 
ing  fully  fatisfied  with  this  laft  trial  of  his  fervant's  obe-   ^^-««  ^«- 
dience.     He  renewed  all   his    proniifes   and    covenants  * 
afrefli,  and  bound  them  with  ap  oath  ;    then    Abraham, 
looking  about,  found  a  ram,  caught  by  the  horns,  in  a 
thicjc  buih,  which  he  offered  up  ihftead  of  his  fon,  and, 
in  niemory  of  the  tranfadion,  he  called  the  place  Jeho- 
vah-jire,  the  Lord  will  provide^  alluding  to  the  anfwer  he 
bad  given  to  Ifaac's  queftion.     Soon  after  this  tranfac- 

aQen.xxi,  pertot. 

(C)  This   mountain  is  cer-  but  to  the  .whole  ridge  ;  Mo- 

tainly  the  fame  qn  which  the  riah  takes  its   name  from  the 

temple  was  afterwards  built  by  Hebrew  raugh,  to  fee ;  whence 

Solomon ;  and,  therefore,  thofe  the    Septuagint    and   Aquila 

who  affirm  that  Chrift  was  cru-  tranflate  it  7>3»  v^J^^iy,  a  high 

ciiied  upon  it,  do  not  fix  the  or  conjpicuous  land  {i), 
name  to  that   particular  hill, 

• 

(1)  Vide  zChron.  iii.  1,4. 
VOL.IL  '  R  tion 
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tion  he  heard  the  joyful  news,  that  Milcah,  his  brother 
Nahor's  wife,  hadborne  him  a  numerous  iffue,  a  circum* 
fiance  which  determined  him  to  fend  thither  for  a  wife 
for  his  fon  Ifaac  ^. 

Abraham  lived  in  great  peace  with  his  fon,  till  hi$ 
happinefs  was,  at  length,  dilturbed  by  the  death  of  Sarah, 
in  the  hundred  and  twenty-feventh  year  of  her  age,  in 
the  city  of  Arbah,  alias  Hebron  (D).  Her  hufbandwcnt 
thither  to  mourn  for  her,  and  having  given  fufficient  vent 
to  his  grief,  his  next  care  was  to  procure  her  an  honour- 
able burial.  He,  therefore,  went  to  the  gates  of  He- 
bron (E),  in  order  to  purchafe  a  burying-place  from  the 
fons  of  Heth,  who  dwelt  in  that  city.  He  had  no  fooncr 
declared  the  occafion  of  his  coming,  than  all  of  them 
told  him,  he  might  make  choice  of  the  beft  fepulchrc 
in  the  whole  land.  Abraham  returned  their  civilities, 
but  begged  to  be  permitted  to  buy  the  cave  of  Machpelab, 
from  Ephron  the  Hittite,  who  was  then  one  of  the  affem- 
bly,  and  immediate^  made  him  a  free  offer  of  it  by  way 
of  prefenfe  5  but  AbSiam  ftill  infifting  upon  paying  the 
full  value,  they  agreed  for  four  hunA^ed  pieces  of  filver(F), 
which  he  paid  down  in  full  weight ;  and,  being  becoxne 

t>  Gen.  xxiv.  3,  4,  &c. 


(D)  The  text  is  fomewhat 
obfcure  in  this  place.  Sarah 
is  faidtodic  at  Arbah,  and  yet 
no  mention  is  made  of  Abra- 
ham's removing  from  Beer- 
fheba  thither ;  only  he  is  faid 
to  have  gone  thither  to  mourn 
for  her  and  bury  her.  Some, 
therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that 
they  might    be  parted  upon 

-  fome  occafion  orother,'and  that 
Sarah  went  to  Arbah  whiHl 
her  hufband  kept  his  old  dwell- 
ing. 

(E)  The  gates  of  cities  in 
thofe  days,  and  for  many  cen- 
turies after,  were  the  places  of 
judicature  and  common  refort. 
Here  the  governors,  or  elders 
of  the  city,  met  to  hear  com- 


plaints, adminiiler  juflice, 
make  conveyances  of  titles  and 
eflates,  and  to  tranfa^l  all  the 
affairs  of  the  place.  Whence 
that  verfein  the  Pfalms,"  They 
fhall  not  be  alhamed  when  they 
fpeak  to  their  enemies'  in  the 
gates,"  i.  e.  when  they  arc 
aceufed  by  them  before  the 
court  of  magiflrates  (2). 

(Y)  The  learned  Prideaux, 
who  has  given  us  the  lafl,  and 
befl  eflimation  of  Hebrew  and 
Attic  coins,  reckons  a  fhekel 
to  be  equivalent  to  three  fhil- 
lings  of  our  Engliih  money ; 
fo  that  the  fum  which  Abra- 
ham paid  for  his  new  purchafe, 
will  amount  to  fixty  pounds 
fl:erling(3). 


(z)  Vide  Gen.  xxiv.  10.  Ruth  iv.  i.  «  Sam.xviii.  31.  Pf.  cxxvii^ 
vtr.  uit.  (3)  Vide  Pndeaux*«  Conneft.  pref.  p.  21. 
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pofleffor  of  the  cave,  field,  and  trees  belonging  to  it,  he 
foon  after  depofited,  in  this  tomb,  the  remains  of  his 
beloved  wife  ^. 

By  this  time  liaac,  being  in  the  fortieth   year  of  his  Yr.  of  Fl. 
age,  the  father  thought  it  high  time  to  niarry  him  to  fome       49  »• 
Orhis  own  family.     To  this  end  he'called  one  of  his  chief  -^"'^  ^^^^ 
and  ipoft  faithful  fervants,  and,  having  made  him  take  an      '^^' 
oath  to  procure  his  fon  a  wife  out  of  his  own  kindred  (G),  Abraham 
gave*  him  all  the  neceflary  inftruftions  and  authority  to  y^«<// AiV 
conclude  the  marriage.     Then  he  difmifled  him,  with  a  fer^uantto 
,  train  fuitable  to  the  embafly  he  was  fent  upon  ;  namely,  ^'^  *i?^^^* 
ten  camels,  loaded  with  the  richeft  prefents,  for  the  dam-  ^^^  '^^^* 
fel's  dowry ;  for  it  was  the  cuftom,  in  thofe  days,  for  the 
hufband  not  to  receive,  tut  to  pay  a  marriage  portion  for 
the  wife.  The  fervant  made  the  heft  of  his  way  to  Haran, 
where  Nahor  dwelt,  and  partly  by  his  prefents,  partly  by 
his  addrefs,  and  the  favourable  account  he  gave  of  Abra«- 
ham's  grandeur  and  wealth,  ealily  prevailed  upon  him  to 
part  with  the  beautiful  Rebecca  for  his  young  mafter.  Reheeau 
Having  thus  obtained  the  confent^her  father  Nahor,  givfif^ 
and  her  brother  Laban,  he  producea  the  jewels  of  filver  V^^* 
and  gold,  and  fine  raiment,  which  he  had  brought,  and 
prefented  them  to  her,  making,  at  the   fame  time,  fome 
confiderable  prefents  to  her  mother  and  brother  j  and  the 
reft  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  feafting  and  mirth.     Next 
morning  this  agent,  impatient  to  acquaint  his  mafter  with 
the  good   iuccefs  of  his  negociation,  defired  to  be  dif* 
mified,  and,  with  fome  difficulty,  his  requeft  was  granted, 
fo  that  Rebecca  took  her  leave  of  her  parents,  after  they 
had  conferred  their  bleffing  upon  her,  and  fet  out  with 

c  Genef.  xxiii.  per  tot. 
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(G)  The  text  tells  us,  that 
the  fervant  took  the  oath  by 
putting  his  hand  under  his 
mafter  s  thigh,  or  upon  his 
privities.  Thi&  is  the  firft 
time  we  read  of  that  ceremony ; 
but  it  was  afterwards  ufed  by 
the  patriarch  Jacob,  in  Egypt, 
when  he  was  dying,  The 
oddnefs  of  it  has  inclined  fome 
judicious  writers  to  think,  it 
implied  a  more  folemn  myf- 


tery  than  men  are  aware  of, 
viz.  a  fwearing  by  the  great 
Meffiah  that  was  to  come. 
Some  Jews  think  it  was  a 
fwearing  by  the  covenant  of 
circumcifion,  and  that  whofo- 
ever  violated  the  oath,  loft  all 
the  privileges  and  benefits  of 
that  covenant.  Kimchi  tells 
us,  that  it  was  ftill  obferved 
all  over  the  £aft  by  thofe  of  his 
nation  (4). 


/       \ 


(4)  Vid.  Genef*  xlvii.  29,  Rab.  Sol.  in  loc.  Kimchi  apud  Munft. 
inkic. 
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her  conduclor,  accompanied  by  her   nurfc^   When  (he 
approached  the  habitation   of  Abraham,   flic  perceived 
Ifaac  taking  a  folitary  walk  in  the  fields.     She  no  fooner 
'  underftood  who  he  was,  than  alighting,  and  throwing  a 

veil  over  her  face,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  young  dam- 
fcls,  flie  waited  to   receive  his  firft  falutation.     He   re- 
ceived her  with  great  afFeftion,  and  condudled  her  to  his 
Jfaat  takes  father's  tent,  extremely  pleafed  with  her  exceeding  be^iity 
her  home,     ^nd  modeft  deportment.     He  had  how  nothing  to  wim 
for  but  that  flie  might  prove  fruitful :  but  he  was  forced 
to  wait  nineteen  years  before  he  could  obtain  that  blefling, 
during  which,  he  comforted   himfelf  and  her,  with  the 
affurance  of  God's  promifes,  and   the  example  of  Sarah, 
who  remained  childlefs  to  th^  ninetieth  year  of  her  age  \ 
Yr.  of  Fl.       Abraham  could  not  but  be  pleafed  to  fee  his  fpn  in  the 
495-        pofleflion  of  fo  agreeable  a  wife;  but  that  not  proving 
Ante  Chr.   fufficient  to  comfort   him  for  the  lofs  of  his  own,  and 
finding  himfelf  ftill  capable  of  making  a  further  addition 
Abraham^     to  his  family,  though  he  was  then  a  hundred  and  forty- 
beinga        one  years  old,  and  hA  continued  a  widower  feveral  years, 
hundred       ^g  ^ook  another  wife,  named  Keturah,  by  whom  he  had 
g^f^^lj       fix  fons,  whom  he  afterwards  portioned,  that  they  might 
marries  *      ^^^  interfere  with  Ifaac's  inheritance  ;  and  fent  them  to 
Keturah,      dwell  towards  the  eaft.     They  went  eaftward  of  Beerflieba 
arid  has  fix   and  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  fettled  in  both  Arabias,  the 
fons  by  her,   Petraea  and  Deferta,  where  fome  footfteps  of  their  names 

,  are  ftill  to  be  perceived  ®. 

Yr.  of  Fl.       Concerning  Abraham,  we  have  nothing  more  recorded, 

49»'        except  that  he  lived  to  the  hundred  and  feventy-fifth  year 

Ante  Chr.    ^f  j^jg  ^g^^  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  ;  that  his  two 

^^'      fons,  Ifaac  and  Iflimael,    affifted   in  doing  him  the  laft 

Abraham's   offices,  and  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  ftlachpelah,  near 

ip^  -  deeuh.  Sarah  his  wife.     Hence  it  is  plain,  that  Mofes  has  here 

anticipated  his  death,  by  mentioning  it  before  the  birth  of 
his  two  grandfons,  Efau  and  Jacob,  though  he  moil  hav« 
lived  to  the  fifteenth  year  of  their  age  (H). 

Rebecca 

<  Gen.  xxiv.  e  Gen.  xxv. 

(H)  Abraham's  hiflory  has  there ;  his  inventing  the  He-^ 

been  embelHflied  with  a  great  brew  charadiers  and  tongue, 

.  many  fi6lions  by  the  Jews,  A-  the  fame  that  are  now  in^  ufe  ; 

rabians,   and   Indians.    They  his  being  the  authcM*  of  feveral 

mention  his  making    a   long  books,  and,  in  particular,  the 

;  abode  in  Egypt,  and  teaching  famous  treatife  ^mentioned  in 

f  '  .                        afljonomy  and  other  fciences  the  Talmud,  and « highly  va- 
lued 
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Rebecca  continued  barren  above  nineteen  years,  during  Rebeccas 

which  time  Ifaac  ceafed  not  intreating  the  Lord  for  her,  pregndHty, 

K  who 


lued  by  feveral  learned  rabbles, 
called  Jetzirah,  or  the  Creation; 
of  which  it  gives  an  account : 
there  is  alfo  an  apocalypfe  at- 
tributed to  him  by  the  Sethians, 
a  fort  of  heretics  that  fprang 
up   in    the  earlieft  •  times  of 
Chriftianity.     His  affumption 
is  mentioned  by  St.  Athana- 
fius ;  and  Origen  tells  us  of  a 
book,  pretended  to  be  written 
by  him,   wherein  two  angels 
are  introduced  difputing  about 
his  falvation.     The  Jlsws  make 
him,  alfo,    the    compofer    of 
fomc  prayers,  and  of  the  nine- 
teenth Pfalm,  and  of  a  treatife 
^ainft  idolatry.     The  Indian 
,fire-wor(hippers  believe  him  to 
have  been  the  fame  with  their 
great   prophet  Zoroafler,  who 
wrot  i  the  books  intituled  Zend, 
Pazend,  and  Voftah,  contain- 
ing all  the  principles  of  their 
religion. 

The  Arabians  havclikewife 
given  us  a  hiftory  of  this  pa- 
triarch, though  fo  altered  from 
that  which  is  in  the  Bible,  that 
one  would  hardly  think  they 
were  defcended,   as  they  arc, 
from  him,  by  Iftimael.    Abra- 
ham, according  to  them,  was 
the  ion  of  Azar,  and  grandfon 
of   Terah ;     which    account, 
could  it  be  relied  upon,  would 
eafily     refolye    that  difficulty 
about  his  age  when  he  died ; 
fince  Terah  might  have  begot 
Azar  in  the  feventieth  year  of 
his   age,^  and  Azar  produced 
Abraham    in    the  iixtieth    of 
his  ;    fo  that   this  lad  number, 
which   is  wanting  in  Mofes's 
account  of  his  life,  would  be 
here  found  complete  ;  but  we 
dare  not  affirm  any  thing  about 


it.    The  eaftern  heathens  have 
alfo  a  long  tradition  of  Abra- 
ham's life,  though  vaftly' dif- 
ferent  from    that    of   Mofcs. 
Calmet  mentions  a  book  in  the 
French  king's  library,  N^  792, 
written  originally    by   St.  E- 
phrem  the  Syrian,  and  tranf- 
lated  from   the  Syriac  into  A- 
rabic,    upon  Abraham's  jour- 
ney  into    Egypt ;    in   which 
book  there  is  alfo  a  fermon  on 
his  death,    preached    by    St# 
Athanafius,  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  March;  on  which  day  the 
Coptic  and  Egyptian  Chriftians 
obfervc  his  feftival.     It  is  re- 
ported, that  the  tomb  of  A- 
braham  having  been  difcov'er- 
ed  near  Hebron,  they  found 
his  body,  and  thofe  of  Ifaac 
and  Jacob,  whole  and  uncor- 
rupted.    There*wer6,  likewife, 
fome  gold  and    lilver    lamps 
hung  up  in  the  cave,  which 
wasvifited  by  multitudes.  The 
Moilams  have  fuch  a  venera- 
tion for  this  place,  that  they 
make  it  one  of  their  four  pil- 
grimages, the  three  others  be- 
ing thofe  of  Mecca,  Medina, 
and  Jerufalem  5  and  the  Chrif- 
tians  built  a  church  over  the 
cave,  which  the  Turks  after- 
wards turned  into  a  mofque. 
Mof.  Ben  Maimon,  and  after 
him  the  learned  Spencer,  tells 
us,  that  Abraham  was  brought 
up  in  the  religion  of  th^  Za- 
beans,    who  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  great    aftronomers 
and  aftrologers,  and,   by  dif- 
covering  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  the  ftars  and  heavenly 
bodies j  came  at  length  to  wor- 
fliipthem.    As  to  what  Mai- 
R  J  monidea 
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who  was  pleafed,  at  length,  to  hear  his  prayers,  and  fend 
to.  him  the  long  defired  bleffing.    They  now  began  to 
think  themfelves  truly  happy ;  but  Rebecca's  happinefs 
was  (hort-lived.  '  The  unnatural  ftruggling  of  the  twins  in 
her  womb  gave  her  an  extraordinary  uneafinefs,  until  after 
having  confulted  God  about  it,  (he  was  anfwercd,  **  that 
two  nations  were  ftriving  in  her ;  and ,  that  two  forts  of 
people  fliould  be  feparated  from  her  bowels,  one  of  which 
ihould  prove  ilronger  than  the  other,  axid  the  elder  fhould 
Yr.  of  Fl.    ferve  the  younger.?    Accordingly,  Ihe  was  foon  after  de-» 
510-        livered  of  two  fons ;  the  firft,  Efaii,  was  all  over  hairy; 
^"  «*  ^^^    *^^  fecond  came  into  the  world  holding  him  by  the  heel, 
,    '  ^  *       and  was  therefore  named  Jacob  (I).     Efau  became  a  great 
Efdu  and     lover  of  hunting,  and  confequently  the  darling  of  Ifaac, 
Jacob  born,  who  was  very  fond  of  vcnifon  ;  but  Jacob  was  the   mo- 
ther's favourite,  who  knew  he  was  to  inherit  the  bleflings, 
and  could  noty  perhaps,  forbear  entrufting  him  with  the 
fecret,  though  (he  feems  all  along  tp   have  concealed  it 


f 
#* 


monidea  fays,  we  (hall  onl^ 
anfwer  with  Meyer,  that  it  is 
impoffiblc  to  prove  that  the 
Zabeanswere  even  as  old  as 
Mofes,  much  more  that  they 
were  older  than  Abraham :  for 
though  it  be  granted,  that 
there  were  fome  people,  called 
Zabeans,  before  Mofes's  time, 
and  that  their  idolatry  had  been 
in  vogue  long  before  him,  yet 
this  will  not  prove  that  the 
Zabeaus  we  are  fpeaking  of» 
were  older  than  Abraham  ; 
andSpencer  himfelf  owns,  that 
it  is  almoft  impoilible  to  dif- 
cover  their  beginning.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  improbable  that 
Abraham,  who  was  bom  and 
educated  in  an  idolatrous  coun- 
try and  family,  might  have 
been  addicted  to  that  fuperfti- 
tion,  till  God  called  him  away 


from  the  one  and  the  other  (5). 

(I)  From  the  Hebrew  Jipy 

hekeb,  which  fignifies/i^^^^^^Ais 

formed  theHebrew  verb^lpy,/^ 

fupplant ;  and,  by  the  addition 
of  the  ♦  jod,  one  of  the  forma- 
tives  of  the  nouns,  Jaacob,  ^ 
/ufiplanteTy  which  name  he,  in 
time,  made  good.  As  for  the 
name  Efau,  the  meaning  is 
very  obfcurej  fome  derive  it 
from  haifah,  to  make^  becaufe 
Efau  came  out  all  hairy,  and, 
as  it  were,  perfect;  whereas, 
other  children  are  born  with 
hair  only  on  their  heads.  He 
is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  been 
called  Sheir,  or  Sehir,  ^  from 
ihabar,  which  fignifies  hair\ 
and  lailly,  Edom,  for  his  fell- 
ing his  primogeniture  for  a 
mefs  of  red  pottage  (6). 


f 


(5)  Vide  Artapan.  k  Eupolem.  ap.  Eufcb.  Prap.  lib.  ix.  cap.  if, 
^U.  Jofepb.  Ant.  lib,  i.  cap.  8.  Suid.  in  Abraham.  Prid.  Conned, 
parti,  book iv.  Ben  Sholmah.  ap  Herbelot.  Maimon.  Traftat. 
More  Nevoch,  part  iii.  cap.  29  &  46.  &  in  Avodah*  Zarah.  cap.  ii. 
i».  Meyer  de  Feft.  Dicb.  Hebr.  cap.  xii.  Spenc.  de  Leg.  Hebr. 
Ritual,  lib.  ii.  cap.  i,  (6)  Vide  Rab.  Sal.  Mercer,  &  al. 

from 
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from  her  hulband.    Tlie  two  brothers  were  not  above    ^ 
twenty  years  old  when   Jacob  gave  proof  of  his  being  Efau  fells 
acquainted  with  it,  by  making  Efau,  purfuant  to  his  mo-  hts  birth- 
thcr's  dirediions,  fwear  away  his  birth-right.  right. 

A  famine,  which  happened  fomc  years  after,  obliging  Vr,  of  FL 
Ifaac  to  feek  for  another  habitation,  he  refolved  to  go  into       543. 
Egypt,  when  God  appeared  to  him,  and  diverted  him  from  -^"^^  ^^^* 
his  purpofe,  commanding  him  to  repair  to   Abimclech,      '  ^^' 
king  of  Gerar,  where  Abraham  had,  heretofore,  been  fo  jraacfu: 
hofpitably  entertained,  promiGng  him  his  particular  pro-  u  Gersr. 
teAion  and  blefBng,  which  he  accordingly  granted  in   a 
wonderful  manner,  till  the  repeated   troubles  and  vexa- 
tions he  met  with,  obliged  him  to  make  another  remove. 

At  length,    being  fucd  to  by  Abiipelcch    in  perfon,  A  covenant 
either  to  revive  the  old  covenant,  or  to  make  a  new  treaty,  ^ei^ween 
Ifaac  expoftulated  with  him,  and  thofe  who  attended  him,  ^^'^^'-'^^ 
upon  the  ill  ufage  he  had  met  with  in  their  land  ;  but,        ^^^* 
neverthelefs,  prepared  a   fumptuous  banquet  for  them,  . 
and,  on  the   morrow,  fubfcribed  the  covenant  they  re- 
quefted.     The  fame  day  word  was  brought  to  Ifaac  that 
his  fervants  had  found  water,   upon  which  account  he 
called  the  place  Beer-flieba.     The  tranquillity  which  this  y^.  ^^ pj 
new  alliance  procured  him,  was  foon  after  difturbed  by       '^g^, 
Efau's  marrying  two  wives,  Judith,  the  daughter  of  Been,  Ante  Chr, 
and  Bafhemath,  the  daughter  of  ELon,  both  Hittites^  *759' 

However,  Ifaac,  who  beheld  him  ftill  as  heir,  was  foon  ■ 
reconciled  to  him ;  and,  if  he  knew  any  thing  of  his 
felling  his  birth-right,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  youthful 
weaknefs,  the  efFeft  of  hunger  and  wearinefs.  Finding 
himfelf  ijow  grown  old  and  feeble,  and  his  eyes  quite  dim 
with  age,  and  apprehending  his  death  to  be  nearer  than 
it  really  was,  being  then  a  hundred  and  thirty-feven  years 
old,  he  refolved  to  blefs  Efau  before  he  died.  He  there- 
fore called  him,  and  bid  him  kill  fome  fre(h  venifon,  and 
drefs  it  to  his  palate,  -telling  him  he  defigned  to  confer  his 
bleffing  on  him  that  day.  Rebecca,  who  overheard  their 
difcourfe,  knowing  the  importance  of  the  paternal  bene- 
di&ion,  laid  hold  of  that  favourable  opportunity  to  pro-r 
cure  it  for  her  favourite  fon  in  the  abfence  of  his  brother. 

By  what  ftratagem  (he  accomplifhed  this  aim,  notwith-  Jacob  gets 
ftanding  Jacob's  great  reludlance,  and  fear  of  fuch  a  dif-  tiisbro- 
covery  as  would  have  brought  a  curfe  inftead  of  a  bleffing  .    V  ^'^ 
from  the  good  old  father,  we  have  feen  in  another  placp  :  i/fj,'^'** 
whilft  the  mother  and  fon  were  congratulating  each  other, 

'  Genef.  xxvi.  per.  tot. 
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Efau  came  to  his  father  with  the  venifon  he  had  prepared, 
invited  him  to  eat,  and  wondered  to  obferve  fuch  tokens 
of  furprize  and  concern  in  his  countenance.     Finding  in 
what  manner  he  had  been  circumvented  in  his  abferice,  a 
mournful  fcene  enfued  between  the  father  and  the  fon  5 
but  neverthelefs,  Ifaac  ftrenuoufly  infifted  that  his  bleffing 
fhould  remain  with  Jacob  :  "  I  have  bleffed  him,'*  faid  he, 
♦*  yea,  and  he  (hall  be  bleffed  *.'*    However,  in  order  to 
affuage  Efau's  excefTive  grief,  he  bleffed  hini  alfo  in  thefe 
Efau  is       words :  "  Thy  dwelling  (hall  be  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth, 
alfo  bleffed.   and  of  the  dew  of  heaven  from  above.     By  thy  fword  and 
thy  bow  {halt  thou  live,  and  (halt  ferve  thy  brother ;  and  it 
fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  when  thou  fhalt  have  the  domi- 
nion, thou  fhalt  break  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck."     Jacob 
being  in  danger  from  his  brother's  indignation,  Rebecca 
found  a  pretence  for  conveying  him  out  of  his  reach,  as 
far  as  Padan-Aram,  where  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  marry  one  of  her  kindred  (U). 
Jacob  is  Jacob,   in  his  way  thither,   being  overtaken   by  the 

fent  to  Pa-  night,  near  Luz,  slnd  forced  to  lie  in  the  open  fields,  with 
dan'Aram.  ^  ftone  for  his  pillowj  he  faw,  in  a  dream,  a  ladder  reach- 
ihg  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  angels  afcendlng  and  de- 
fcending,  whilft  God,  who  flood  above,  was  pleafed  to 
encourage  him,  by  promifing,  that  he  would  blefs  and 
multiply  him  beyond  mcafure  *.  Awaking  from  his  dream, 
furprifed  and  frighted,  he  cried  out,  "  Surely  God  was  in 
this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not!"  Rifing  therefore  from  his 
hard  bed,  he  took  the  flone,  which  ferved  him  for  a  bol- 
fter,  and  pouring  oil  thereon,  erefted  it  into  a  pillar; 
and  in  memory  of  this  vifion,  called  the  place  Beth-el,  the 
houfe  of  God\  for  it  was  called  Luz  before  that  time. 
^Hcre  he  likewife  made  a  vow  unto  God,  that  if  he  would 
grant  him  his  proteftion,  feed,  clothe,  and  bring  him 
back  fafe  to  his  father's  houfe,  the  Lord  fhould  be  his 

a  Gen.  xxvi.  33.  fc  Gen  xxviil.  12,  &  feq. 

(U)    It  is  very   probable,  conceal  his  flight.      However 

that  ifaac   had  likewife   fbme  that  be,  the  other  reafon  which 

fufpicioii  of  Efau's  ill  defjgn;  the  mother  alleged,  was  thought 

ehe,'  it  is  not  likely,  that  he  highly  jufl ;    and   Jacob  was 

would  have  fent  Jacob  away  privately  fent  for,  to  take  his 

alone,  and  with  only  his  flaff  leave  of  his  father,  and  to  re* 

in  his  hand,  when  his  father  ceive  his  commands,  and  his 

Abraham  had  fent  thither  an  further  bleffing,  which  having 

ambafTador  in  fo  noble  a  man-  rece*ived,  he  fet  out  for  Padan- 

ner,    unlefs  it  were  done   to  Aram. 
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t3od ;  that  he  would  pay  the  tythes  of  all  he  had  unto 
him ;  and  that  the  ftone  which  he  had  reared  (hould  be 
God's  houfe.  Having  finifhed  his  prayer,  he  went  on 
chearfuUy  the  reft  of  his  way,  till  he  arrived  at  his  jour- 
ney's end  ^. 

His  uncle  Laban  received  him  with  joy  5  and,  Jacob 
falling  in  love  with  his  youngeft  daughter  Rachel,  they 
agreed  that  he  fliould  ferve  him  feven  years  for  her  ;    at  Strvis/g^  \ 
the  end  of  whicK  (he  fhould  become  his  wife.    Jacob  'vmyears 
fpared  no  pains  to  make  his  fervice  acceptable  to  his  uncle  /«'"  R^^L 
Laban,  who  liked  him  fo  well  for  a  fervant,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  continue  him  in  the  fame  capacity  feven  ye^rs 
more.    For  when  the  time  was  come  for  his  being  put  in 
pofleffion  of  the  wife  he  had  fo  dearly  earned,  her  father 
conveyed  his   new  fon-in-law  into   his   eldeft  daughter 
Leah's  apartment  5    and  Jacob  did  not  difcover  the  de- 
ceit till  the  next  morning,  when  finding,  inftead  of  his 
beloved  Rachel,  her  homely  fitter,  he  could  not  forbear  ex-  ^i^^^ 
prefling  his  refentment  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.     Laban 
told  him,  that  it  was  an  unprecedented  thing  in  that 
country,  to  marry  the  youngefl:  daughter  before  the  eldeft; 
and  that  it  would  have  been  a  great  injuftice  to  Leah  to 
have  preferred  a  younger  fitter  to  her !    but  (continued 
he)  if  you  will  fulfil  the  nuptial  week  with  your  wife, 
and  confent  to  ferve  me  feven  years  more  for  her  fitter, 
I  am  content  to  take  your  word  for  it,  and  to  give  Rachel 
to  you,  as  foon  as  the  feven  days  are  ended.     Jacob  loved 
Rachel  too  well  riot  to  obtain  her  at  any  price  5  he  there- 
fore confented  to  thofe  hard  terms,  and  at  the  week's  end,  Marriis 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  fervitude  and  conftancy.  Rachel. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  behaved  very  differently  towards  Yr/of  FU 
his  two  wives ;  Rachel  had  his  heart  and  afFe£tion,  whilft        596. 
Leah  was  forced  to  content  herfelf  with  a  formal  civility  ;  Ante  Chr. 
but  God  made  the  latter  mother  of  many  children,  whilft      *^^^* 
her  fifter,  continued  barren  for  a  long  time.     Leah  was  ' 

foon  delivered  of  a  fon ;  and  called  him  Reuben,  intimat- 
ing, that  God  had  feen  her  afHiftion,  and  had  given  her  a  » 
fon,  which  would  probably  engage  her  huft>and's  aiFeftion 
to  her.      She  afterwards  bore  another  fon,    whom  fhe 
called  Simeon  ;   becaufe  flie  faid  the  Lord  had  heard  her  simeon,     • 
complaint.     Her  third  {he  called  Levi,  hoping  her  huf-  Le^u  an<t 
band  would  be  now  cordially  joined  to  her ;    and  the  Judahborn* 
fourth  fhe  called  Judah,  thinking  herfelf  bound  to  praife 
God  for  her  fruitfulnefs  •*. 

^       «  Gen,  xxviii.  *  Gen,  xxix,  per  tot. 
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Rachel,,  by  this  time,  was  fo  extremely  mortified  at  her 
fider's  happinefS)  that  fhe  told  her  h^{band,  unlefs  he 
gave  her  children  alfo,  fhe  fliould  inevitably  die  of  grief. 
Jacob,  confcious  to  himfelf  that  he  had  not  been  wanting 
in  his  endeavours,  anfwered  in  a  paiTion,  that  it  was  out 
of  his  power  to  do  miracles  \  and  that  God,  who  had  fhut 
up  her  womb,  was  alone  able  to  open  it ;  but  that  her 
behaviour  was  more  apt  to  preclude,  than  to  gain  fuch  a 
blelhng.  This  mortifying  anfwer  made  her  bethink  her-» 
felf  of  the  ufual  way,  at  that  time,  for  women  in  her  cafe, 
to  give  their  maids  to  their  huibands ;  fhe  therefore  de- 
fired  him  to  take  Bilhah,  and  try  to  make  her  a  i^other 
by  her  means ;  to  which  he^  contented,  and  foon  after  had 
a  fo'n  by  her,  which  Rachel  called  Dan,  meaning  that 
Gad  had  judged  in  her  favour.  She  called  the  other  fon, 
which  Bilhah  bore,  Naphtali,  to  exprefs  the  violent 
ftruggles  fhe  had  with  her  filler.  •  Leah,  thinking  fhe  had 
quite  left  off  bearing,  gave  her  maid  Zilpah  alfo  to  Jacob, 
whofe  firft  fon  fhe  calktd  Gad,  a  troops  expefting  more  to 
come ;  and  the  next  fhe  called  Afher,  to  exprefs  the  hap-* 
pinefs  fhe  now  enjoyed. 

Reuben,  being  now  about  fix  years  of  age,  brought 
home,  one  evening,  fome  mandrakes  (X),  which  he  had 

been 


(X)  What  thcfe  dudaim 
were,  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  ; 
but  they  certainly  could  not 
be,  what  we  underfland  by  the 
word  mandrakes:  i.  Becaufe 
thofe  have  nothing  inviting, 
either  in  fmell,  taue,  or  co- 
lour, to  induce  a  child  of  his 
age  to  gather  them  ;  much  lefs 
could  he  chooie  them  for  any 
particular  virtue,  or  quality 
they  had.  2.  The  text  fays, 
it  was  then  wheat-harvefl, 
which  in  thofe  hot  countries, 
is  about  May,  when  the  apples 
of  that  root  are  far  from  being 
ripe.  3,  The  mandrake,  or 
mandragora,  has  a  very  ftrong 
flupefying  fmell,  and  is  there- 
fore called  by  the  Arabians, 
jabrokim  ;  whereas  the  dudaim 
are  coiti  mended  for  their  fra- 
grancy  in   the  only  place  of 


Scripture  where  thpy  arc  men^ 
tioned  befides.  For  this  rea-* 
fon,  fome  have  fancied  them 
violets;  others,  lilies;  others, 
jeflamin ;  others  have  rendered 
the  word  defirahle  Jltyvoers^  at 
greeable  to  the  word  dudaim, 
which  fignifies  laves  in  the 
dual,  or  the  breafts  af  a  ivO" 
man^  Others  again,  and,  per-* 
haps,  more  probably,  have 
guefTed  them  to  be  citrons. 
That  which  has  induced  fo 
many  interpreters  to  fuppofe 
they  were  mandrakes,  is  the 
virtue  attributed  to  them  of 
helping  conception,  which 
made  Rachel  willing  to  try  the 
effedta  of  them;  but  befides 
that  they  were  plenty  enough 
to  have  been  bought  at  9 
cheaper  rate,  it  is  plain,  that 
flie    did    not    conceive    after 

them. 
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been  gathering  in  the  fields  in  the  time  of  the  wheat-  Yr.  of  FI. 
barveft.    Rachel  defiring  to  have  fome  part  of  them ;  Leah        ^<>3- 
anfwered,  that  it  was  a  little  too  much  for  her  to  take  her      ^**  ^'"** 
hulband  and  her  fon's  mandrakes  too  :  wherefore,  to  pa-  , 

cify  her,  and  purchafe  the  fruit,  Rachel  agreed,  that  Ja- 
cob ihould  lie  with  her  that  night ;    and  the  patriarch 
coming  home,  Leah  challenged  him  to  confirm  the  bar- 
gain,   which   accordingly  he  did ;    the  confequence  of 
which  wady  that  fhe  bore  him  a  fifth  fon,    whom  ihe 
called  Ifiachar,  the  man  of  reward^  alleging  that  he  was  a  Iffachgr. 
reward  to  her  for  giving  her  maid  to  Jacob.     She  after- 
wards bore  her  fixth  and  laft  fon,  and  named  him  Ze-  zihutun 
bulun,  dweUingj  in  hopes  that  fo  many  fons  would  induce  and  Dinah 
her  hufband    to    dwell  with  her..  She, had  likewifc  a  ^^* 
daughter,  whom  fhe  called  Dinah,  the  feminine  of  Dan ; 
and  this  was  the  lafl  (he  bore.   As  for  Rachel,  her  prayers 
at  length  being  heard,  fhe  happily  brought  forth  a  fon, 
whom  fhe  called  Jofeph,  in  hopes  that  God  would  add 
another.    By  this  time  Jacob,  having  finifhed  his  four- 
teen years  of  fervitude,  and  being  defirous  to  re-vifit  his 
old  parents,  requefled  his  uncle  to  difmifs  him  and  his 
family.     But  Laban,  who  had  found  no  fmall  advantage 
in  having  fuch  a  faithful  fervant,  begged  him  to  ftay  a 
little  longer,    promifing>    up«n  that  condition,    to  give 
him  what  wages  he  fhould  demand.     They  foon  came  to 
an  agreement;   but  Laban*s  avarice  invented  fo  many 
ftratagems  to  defraud  him  of  it,  as  obliged  Jacob  to  ufe 


them.  Neither  is  it  probable, 
that  Leah  would  have  parted 
urith  them,  if  they  had  been 
known  to  have  had  fuch  a  vir- 
tue, which  perhaps  was  not 
difcovered  till  a  long  time  af- 
ter; when  this  fruit  became 
known  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans,  by  the  name  of  the 
apple  of  love  ;  and  of  the 
juice  of  which  the  emperor 
Julian  tells  his  friend,  that  he 
had  taken  a  dofe  to  excite  him 
to  it.  Lodolphus,  in  his  Hif- 
tory  of  Ethiopia,  has  confuted 


the  notion  of  dudaim's  figni- 
fying  mandrakes ;  and  affirms, 
that  it  implies  a  certain  fruit, 
which  the  Syrians  call  mauz, 
not  unlike  the  banana,  or  In- 
dian fig,  in  fhape  and  taile, 
and  about  the  lize  of  a  cucum-^ 
ber,  thirty  or  forty  of  which 
often  hang  upon  one  flem;  but 
whatever  thefe  dudaim  were, 
whether  a  fruit  or  a  flower, 
it  is  certain,  they  muit  have 
had  fomething  pleafant  and  in- 
viting to  a  child,  either  in  fmell 
or  ta3e(i). 


(1)  VideEpiph.  ap.  Villet.  Ludolph.  Hid.  JEthiop.  lib.  i.  cap. 
71.  Vide  Calm;,  in  Gen.  xxx.  16.  Di£t.  fub  voc.  Mandrag.  Aug* 
lib.  xxum  Cont.  Fauft.  cap.  29. 

others 
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yatoh^s       others  in  his  own  defence,  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
Jirat^em     his  flocks  throve  greatly,  whilft  Laban's  dwindled  yifibly 

Vfikku'  away  \ 

^  *         Laban,  extremely  vexed  to  fee  fuch  a  great  difFerence  be- 
tween the  two  flocks,  and  perhaps  fufpefting  fome  trick,, 
obliged  him  to  invert  the  bargain.  .  This  arbitrary  change 
was  renewed  more  than  once  or  twice,  as  he  complained 
to  him  afterwards.     Jacob,  however,  grew  exceeding  rich, 
and  with  the  money  which  he  got  by  his  fleeces,  &c. 
bought  men  and  women  fervants,   camels,    oxen,    and 
afles;  which  excited  fuch  envy  in  Laban  and  his  fons 
againft  him,  that  they  began  to  look  upon  him  with  an 
evil  eye ;  and  this  their   malevolence,  prompted  him  to 
contrive  the  means  of  getting  oflF  with  all  his  fubflance. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  He  acquainted  his  wives  with  his  defign,  which  they  ap- 
^°^Qy^     proving,  he  prepared  for  his  efcape.     Having  collected 
"^      ^'  all  his  fervants  and  efle£ts,  he  mounted  his  wives  and 
_  children  upon  camels,  and  began  his  journey  towards  the 

Jacob feais  Land  of  Canaan,  whilft  his  father-in-law  waS  at  fome  dif- 
awajfrom  tance  from  him  bufy  in  {hearing  his  fheepj  a  circum- 
^^^*       ftance  which  gave  Rachel  an  opportunity  of  ftealing  her 
father's  gods  (Y).    Laban,  who  did  not  near  of  his  flight 

«  Gen.  XXX.  per  tot. 

(Y)  The  word  we  tranflate  nich,  or  upon  a  fhclf,    gave 
goJsf    in    the  Hebrew    tera-  vocal '  anfwers ;  but  thefe  arc 
phim,    the  Septuagint   tranf-  fables  nof  worth  refuting ;  and 
late  fometimes  an  oracle^  and  the  figure  which  Michol  put 
•fometimcs  i;ain  idohy  and  A-  in  David*s  bed,  which  the  ori- 
.quila  makes  it    idols.      Some  ginal  calls  by  the  name  of  /«- 
take  it  to    be    an    Egyptian  raphim^    fliews,    that  it  mud 
'Wordy  the  fame  with  Serapis,  have  had  a  human  fliape.   Jo- 
introduced  by  Ham  or  his  fon  fephus  '  indeed,     who    might 
•Mifraim,  who  filled  that  coun-  think  it  a  refle<ftion  on  David, 
try  with  idols.     The  moft  re-  that  there  fhould  be  found  an 
ceived  and  probable    opinion  image  orteraphiminhis  houfe, 
is,    that  it  was  fomething  re-  has  attributed  a  more  fubtle 
fembling  a  human  form,  as  a  flratagcm  to   Michol,  though 
buflo,  terminus,  &c.    though  lefs  credible.    Thefe  teraphims 
the  Jews  pretend,  that  it  was  were    afterwards      univerfally 
the  head  of  a  firft-born  fon  known  by  the  name  of  talii- 
plucked  off  from  the  neck  and  mans^  as  they  are  to  this  day 
embalmed ;  under  the  tongue  all  over  India.     The  Perfians 
of  which  was  fattened  a  golden  call  them  telephim,    a  name 
plate,  with  the  name  of  fome  not  unlike  teraphim.      They 
ialfe  deity  engraved  upon  it ;  were  made  of  different  metals 
which  head,  being  placed  in  a  and  fizes,    cafl  under  certain 

conftel- 


to  the  Babylonijh  Captivity. 

dU  the  third  day,  went  immediately  in  purfuit  of  him  ; 
but  feven  days  elapfed  before  he  could  overtake  him  \ 
by  which  time  Jacob  had  already  pafled  the  Euphrates  (^)a 
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cotifteilationB,     with    the    fi- 
gures of   feme  planets,    and 
magic     characters,     engraven 
upon  them«    They  were  ufed 
chiefly    to    give  anfwers,    to 
foretel  what  was  to  come,  and 
to  difcover  what  was  hid  or  loft, 
fiefide^  they  were  alfo  addrefled 
for  temporal  bleflingSy  and  to 
Avert  evils.    They  were  con- 
fulted  and  pra3red  to  at  certain 
dmes,  under  particular  afpe6ls 
of  the  planets,   from  which, 
according  to  the  Jews,   they 
partly  received    that    power, 
and  partly  from  characters  with 
which    they    were    engraven. 
We  muft  not  fuppofe,  that  all 
the    teraphims  were    of    the 
iame  make,    or  for  the  fame 
ufes,    even  among  the  Jews. 
The  lafl  thing  worth  enouiring 
into  18,  what  induced  Kachel 
to    iteal   her     father's    gods. 
Some  allege,  that  fhe  did  it  to 
repay  heHelf  for  the  dama|;e 
they  had  fufbined  by  her  fa- 
ther ;  others,  that  ihe  thought 
by  this  theft  to  prevent  Laban's 
enquiring  which    way  Jacob 
went ;  others  fuppofe  her  de- 
fign  was  to  cure  her  father  of 
his  idolatry,  againft  which  Ja- 
cob had  read  his  wives  many  a 
lecture.    The  learned  Shupk- 
ford  looks  upon  this  theft  to 
have  been  committed  by  her, 
out  of  a  fond  regard  for  her 
aoceltora.    Others  think,  that 


both  (he  and  her  ii^r  were 
Jliill  addicted  to  that  fuperfti- 
don,  and  their  defigning  to 
continue  in  it,  made  her  con- 
ceal the  theft  from  her  huf- 
band,  an  opinion  which  feemt 
moft  probable;  for,  Jacobs 
making  a  thorough  reforma* 
tion  in  his  houfe,  caufed  them 
to  be  taken  from  her,  and  bu- 
ried them  under  a  tree  in  Si« 
chem  (i). 

(Z)  Though  the  text  doth 
not  fay  what  river  he  pa^ed^ 
yet  it  is  plain,  it  could  be  no 
other  than  the  Euphrates, 
w^hich  the  Scripture  fomctimea 
calls  the  river  Perah,  fome- 
times  the  Great  River,  or  Flood ; 
either  becaufe  that  and  the 
Nile  were  the  only  two  confi- 
derable  Hreams  they  knew ; 
or  becaufe  it  was  one  of  the 
four  rivers  of  Pafradife;  or 
laftly,  becaufe  it  was  the 
boundary  of  the  Promifed 
Land.  Jacob  mull  have  made 
prodigious  fpeed  to  arrive  jft 
Mount  Gilead  in  ten  days, 
with  all  ki^  family,  cattle,  and 
lumber,  it  being  diftant  from 
Haran  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  Laban  and  his  com- 
pany made  flill  greater  hafte  to 
overtake  him  in  feven  days, 
during  which  they  muft  have 
travelled  at  the  rate  of  thirty- 
feven  miles  a  day  (2). 


(i)  Vide  Kirchcr.  Oedip.  Synt.  iv.  cap.*3.  Joat.  Targum  in 
Gen.  xxxi.  D.  Kimchi  Tub  voce  Teraphim.  Judg.  xvii.  i«  $c 
feq.  Pereir:  Johnfon,  &  al.  Abenezra  in  loc.  -Theodoret.  quaeft. 
9.  Rab,  Sal.  Greg.  Nazianz,  Orat.  de  S.  Pafih.  &  al.  Prid.  Con- 
nedt.  vol.  i.  lib.  v.  p.  34z.  vol.  ii.  lib.  vii.  p.  154.  Cyril,  in  Gen. 
IxL.  (z)  Vid.  Jolh.  i.  4.  xxiv.  k  alib.    Gen,  xv,  18. 
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and  readied  the  mountains  pf  Gilead,  where  he  had  pitclw 
ed  his  tents  for  that  night.     His  purfuer  had  certainly 
formed  fome  ill  defign  againft  him ;  but  God,  who  ap^ 
peared  to  him  that  night  in  a  dream,  notwithftanding  his 
idolatry,  averted  the  execution  of  it,  by  threatening  to 
punifli  him  feverely,  ibould  he  commit  any  hoftUity  or 
violence  againft  his  fon-in-law :   thus  intimidated  by  a 
God  whom  he  did  not  adore,  Laban  only  expoftulated 
with  Jacob  for  his  going  away  withput  giving  him  an  op- 
portunity of  kiiBng  his  children  and  grand-children,  and 
difmiffing  them,  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  mufic  and 
dances.     Jacob,  on  the  other  hand,  complained  that  his 
father-in-law  had  deceived  him  in  the  article  of  mar- 
riage ;  that  he  had  wronged  him  in  the  payment  of  his 
wages ;  and  behaved  in  the  mod  unkind  and  arbitrary 
mahner,  towards  him  and  his  family  ;  all  thefe  injuries, 
he  obferved,  were  ungrateful  returns  for  all  his  diligence 
and  care,  and  for  the  bleflings  God  had  heaped  upon  him 
for  his  fake.    Laban  had  yet  another  trefpafs  to  lay  to  his 
charge,  namely,  that  of  ftealing  his  gods;  and  Jacob, 
ignorant  of    Rachel's  theft,    defired  him  to  make  the 
moft  diligent  fearch  for  tjiem  throughout  his  family ;  pro- 
mifing,  that  the  perfon  on  whom  they  were  found,  fhould 
be  immediately  put  to  death.     Laban  loft  no  time,  but 
fearched  every  tent,  and  laft  of  all,  that  of  Rachel,  who 
had  hid  the  teraphim  under  the  camel's  litter,  and  fat 
down  upon  them,  excufing  her  irreverent  pofture  by  tell- 
ing her  father,  that  the  condition  flie  was  then  in,  allowed 
her  fex   to  difpenfe  with  the  ufual  ceremonies.     Laban 
having  rummaged  the  other  parts  of  the  tent,  without 
finding  his  gods,  was  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  his  misfor- 
tune ;  but  fome  freih  expoftulations  enfued  betwixt  him 
and  his  fon-in-law ;  and  thefe  ended  in  a  propofal  to  make 
an  alliance,  and  to  ere£l  a  monument  as  a  ftanding  wit- 
nefs  of  it  to  future  ages.    This  being  agreeable  to  both 
parties,  they  forthwith  reared  the  pile  which  Laban  called 
in  the  Syrian  tongue  Jagar-Sahadutha,  and  Jacob  deno- 
minated in  Hebrew,  Gilead  ;  both  which  fignify  the  htof 
of  witmfs.     Here  they  like  wife  fwore  that  neitjier  would 
pafs  beyond  that  monument  to  hurt  the  other;  and  Jacob 
promifed  that  he  would  ufc  his  wives  with  all  becoming 
tendernefs  and  affeftion.     A  facrifice  being  offered  upon 
the  occafion,  Jacob  fcafted  the  whole  company  the  reft  of 
that  day ;   and  next  morning,  Laban,  having  embraced 
and  blefled  the  whole  family,  returned  to  Padan-Aram  ^ 
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Jacob* 
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'  Jacob,  who  thought  his  abfence  a  greater  fecurity  than  Jacobus  vi 
the  oaths  he  had  fworn,  was  glad  to  have  fo  well  efcaped;  /•*•*  *' 
but  one  fear  fucceeded  another,  and  the  refentment  of  his  ^f    ^fl  ^ 
brother  Efau  began  now  to  give  him  frefh  difturbance  ;  kauMMk ' 
but  a  vifion  he  had  of  an  hoft  of  angels,  who  met  him  in 
his  way  to  Canaan,  allayed  his  anxiety  for  a  while ;  and  in 
memory  of  this  vifion  he  called  the  place  Mahanaim,  tw§ 
tamps.     Being  ft  ill  fearful  of  his  brother,  he  refolved  to 
foften  him  with  a  fubmiffive  meflage,  though  ft  ill  near^ 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  his  habitation.     He 
difpatched  meifengers  to  acquaint  Efau  with  his  fuccefs 
during  his  ftay  in  Mefopotamia,  the  riches  and  multitude 
of  wives,  children,   fervants,  and  cattle,  which  he  had 
acquired  ;  and  that  he  did  not  think  fit  to  proceed  farther 
homewards,   till  he  had  fent  him  his  beft  compliments. 
The  meflcngers  returned  with   the  news,  that  Efau  was 
coming  to  meet  him*  accompanied  with  four  hundred 
followers ;  an  equipage,    from  which  Jacob  concluded, 
that  he  came  for  his  deftruftion  ;  but,  recovering  a  little 
from  his  fear,  he  prepared  for  his  own  defence.     Having 
divided  his  family  into  two  bands,  in  hopes,  that,  if  one 
perifted,  the  other  might  efcape  ;  he  addrefled  himfelf  to 
God  in  a  very  humble  prayer,    acknowleeing  his  great 
mercies,  and  his  own  unworthinefs,  beggmg  his  future 
proteftion  againft  his  brother's  fword,  and  that  he  would 
fulfil  all  his  former  promife  in  his  behalf.     Then  he  re-  fj^  p^^j^ 
folved  to  try  how  far  prefents  would  work  upon  Efau's  fimeprt- 
temper.     Having  fet  apart  two  hundred  ihe-goats,  and  fentsto 
twenty  he-goats,    two  hundred  ewes,  and  twenty  rams,  ^7^* 
thirty  fhe-camels,  with  their  colts,  forty  cow^,  and  ten  ' 
bulls,  twenty  ihe-afTes,  and  ten  colts ;  he  fent  them  be- 
fore him  in  fcparate  bands,  and  charged  their  drivers, 
when  they  met  his  brother,  to  tell  him,  that  they  were 
prefents  lent  by  Jacob  to  his  lord  Efau,  in  order  to  en- 
treat his  favour  and  good  will  ^    Next  morning  he  made 
all  his  family  and  flocks  go  over  the  brook  Jabbok  long  be- 
fore break  of  day;  whilft  he  himfelf  tarried  at  Mahanaim. 
Here  appeared  to  him  in  the  (hape  of  a  man,  according 
to  the  prophet  Hofea  %  the  fame  divine  perfon  he  had 
feen  before  at  Beth-el,  who  wreftled  with  him  till  morn- 
ing.    This  apparition,  not  being  able  to  prevail  againft 
him,  touched  the  hollow  of  his  thigh,  which  was  imme- 
diately diflocated ;  then  defired  him  to  let  him  go,  fince 
day  appeared.     Jacob  then  begged,  that  he  might  have 

b  Gen.  xxxii.  14, 15.  «  Hof.  xii«  ver.  4. 

his 
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his  bleffing  firft  ;  upon  which  he  changed  bis  name  froiil 
Jacob  to  Ifrael,  which  fignifies  a  man,  that  has  prevailed 
with  God.     But  when  he  was  defired  to  tell  bis  own  name, 
he  fefufed  and  departed-    Jacob  therefore  called  the  place 
Peniel,   or  the  face  of  God\  and,  whep  he  refumed  hi? 
march,  he  found  himfelf  lame.    Jofephus  tells  ys,  that 
lieither  Jacob  nor  any  of  bis  pofterity  ever  fince,  did  eat 
that  part  of  any  creature^;  and  though  the  text  mentions 
^nly  the  finew  that  flirank,  yet  fo  fcrupujou^  ^re  fome  of 
the  Jews  even  to  this  day,    that  for  want  of  t^nQwing 
what  joint  it  was,  they.abftain  from^the  iivhole  hind- 
quarter «,     Some  think,  that  Jacob's  lamenefs  was  foom 
over  J  others,  that  he  halted  all  his  life.    The  new  aflhr 
•   raaoes  which  the  angel  gave  him,  encouraged  Jacob  to 
^         proceed  chearfuUy,  till  he  kad  overtaken4iis  family>  ani 
Tr.  of  Fl.    was  come  in  fight  of  his  brother  Efau^   who  i;eceived 
609.       him  with  great  tendernefs^  and  ki;ndly  iijyited  him  to  his 
Ante  Chr.  habitation  on  Mount  Setr;  but  Jacob  thought  fit  to  turri 
^^^^'       towards  Succoth,  where  he  built  him  a  houfe,  and  af- 
Meeisvjtih  terwards  remoVed  to  Salem,  a  city  belonging  to  the  Scr 
his  brother    chemites,  where  he  bought  fome  ground  pf  the  children 
Bf^ul  of  Hamor  *».     There  he  fettled  (A)  and  built  an  altar  unto 

Jacobpp-  ti^e  Lord,  which  he  called  El  Elohe  Ifrael,  or  the  mightj 
^i'mat'  ^''^  'f  ^>^^^-  This  was,  in  all  likelihood,  the  fame 
Succoth.  place  where  Abraham  had  heretofore  built  an  altar  foon 
Buys  a  after  his  firft  arrival  in  the  land  of  Canaan  *.  Here  alfo 
piece  of  was  probably  Jacob's  Well  near  Gerizira,  where  Chrift 
^^^arSe"  ^^^^^  with  the  woman  of  Samaria  * ;  for  that  mountain 
chem,  flood  in  the  country  of  the  Sechemites  *. 

Yr.  of  Fl.       ^^  ^^^  fituation  Jacob  might  have  lived  long  in  peace 
616.        and  tranquillity,  univerfally  beloved  and  refpefted,  had 
Ante  Chr.  not  the  treacherous  and  inhuman  maffacre  of  the  inha- 
>73*-       bitants  by  his  two  fons  Simeon  and  Levi",  obliged  him 
*■"■'"'■"■""   to  withdraw  from  the  place  nearer  Mamre,  where  his  fa- 
ther ftill  lived.     Jacob  reproved  them  for  their  barbarity  \ 

f  JoCAnt,  lib.  i.  c.  «o.         s  Calm.  O.  T.  in  loc.  *»  Gen. 

•xxxiii.  18.  xii.  7.        i  Annal.  Ufhcr  fub.  ann.     Calnr-  Hift.  O.  T. 
Villet,  &  alt         *  John  iy.  6,  &  fcq.  l  Judg.  ix,  7.  "»  Jof. 

Ant.  Hb.  i.  cap.  21. 

(A)  We  have  here  followed  for  the  word  Salem,  or  rather 
the  Englilh  verfion,  though  Shalcm,  bears  that  fignifica- 
the  original  we  think  might  be  tion ;  whereas  we  find  no  re- 
more  properly  rendered,  he  mains  of  any  place  near  Be- 
arriifed  fafe  and  founds  or  chem,  that  is  called  by  the 
.    feaceably  .at  the  dQ  ofSechem ;  name  of  Salem. 

and 
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atid  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  would,  no 
doubt,  have  made  them  pay  dear  for  it,  had  not  God  in- 
terpofed,  and  fent  a  panic  fear  amongft  them,  infomuch 
that  they  even  let  them  depart  quietly;  *and  carry  off  all 
the  plunder  they  had  got  from  the  flaughtered  Sechemites  ^ 

God  was  foon  plcafed  to  diffipate  all  Jacob's  fears  once 
more,  by  fpeaking  to  him  in  a  dream,  bidding  him  go  to    "Jacob  hid 
Beth-el,  where  he  had  formerly  appeared  to  him  when   fo  go  and 
he  fled  from  his  brother,  and  to  dwell  there,  and  build   i^ff^ 
an  altar.    Jacob,  unwilling  to  prophane  that  holy  place 
by  carrying  with  him  any  thing  that  pight  be  difpleafing 
mnto   God,  ordered  his  family  to  deliver  to  him  all  the 
idols  they  had  taken  from  the  Sechemites,  or  brought  from 
Padan-aram ;   not  indeed  to  be  deftroyed,  as  one  might 
have  expefted,  but  to  be  buried  in  a  deep  hole,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  made  under  an  oak  near  Sechem.     His  com-   Thir  idoU 
I  xhands  were  forthwith  obeyed,  and  they  parted  even  with   buried^ 
their  very  ear-rings,  which  they  ufed  to  wear  as  talifmans 
or  charms  againft  ficknefs  and  other  misfortunes'^. 

Then  Jacob  and  his  whole  family  began  their  journey, 
and  arrived  fafely  at  Luz,  afterwards  called  Beth-el ;  none   Yr.  of  FJ, 
of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  daring  to  moleft  them  by        616. 
the  way.     At  this  new  habitation,  he,  built  an  altar  to   AnfeChr. 
God,  and  called  it  El-Beth-el,  or  the  God  of  Beth-el.    In       ^^^*' 
a  little  time  Deborah,  his  mother's  nurfe,  dying,  was  bu-  jyti,Qrah 
ried  under  an  oak  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Beth-ei,  and   dies. 
the  place  was  called  Allon-Bachuth,  or  the  oak  of  mourns 
ing.     However,  he  made  but  a  fhort  ftay  at  Beth-el,  be- 
ing de(irous  to  go  and  vifit  his  father,  whom,  for  aught 
we  find,  he  hadnotfeen  fince  his  departure  to  Mefopota-' 
mia.     In  his  march  towards  Ephrath,  Rachel  fell  in  la- 
bour at   a  fmall  diftance  frona  the  place ;  and  perceiving 
that  {he  drew  near  hf:r  end,  called  the  child  benoni,  or 
the  fan  of  my  affliSiion ;    but   after  Ihe  was  dead,    Jacob   Racket 
changed  that  name  into  Benjamin,  or  ihe  fon  of  my  right'  diesr^indU 
hand.     Rachel  was  buried  in  the  way  to  Ephrath,  and  a  ^p^i'^fi* 
(lone  monument  was  reared  over  the  grave,  which  was     ''^  ^^ 
ftill  to  be  feen  in  Mofes's  time.     This  was  not  the  only 
misfortune  that  Jacob  met  with  about  this  period.     His 
fqn  Reuben  having  takeh  a  liking  to  Bilhah,  his  father's 
concubine,  did  not  fcruple  to  gratify  his  wicked  inclina-  Reubetfs 
tion :  an  outrage  which  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  on   w^C/'* 
his  father's  hearty  that  he  grieved  foj  it  to  his  dying  day  *. 

i  Gen.  xxxiv.  pe^tot.       ^  See  Calmet's  Com.  in  Gen.  xxxv.  4. 
Gen.  xiix.4. 

.   Vol.  11.  S  Jacob 
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Yr.  of  FI.  Jacob  foort  quitted  that  melancholy  place^  and  came  at 
6'9'  length  to  Mamre,  to  his  old  father  Ifaac,  with  whom  hfe 
Ante  Chr.  continued  almoft  thirteen  yearsj  fome  fay  nineteen,  that 
^*  is,  till  the  good  old  man  departed  this  life  in  a  very  ad- 
jfaacdies^  vanced  age,  being  a  hundred  and  eighty  years  old,  having 
tutd  is  bu'  been  almoft  blind  and  decrepid  a  condderable  part  of 
rredby  his  that  time.  His  two  fons  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  Mach* 
two  fins,      pelah    with  Abraham    and  Sarah;    then  Efeu  returned 

home,  and  Jacob  continued  at  Mamre*. 

^'*'  *^^  ^^*       The  happinefs  which  Jacob  enjoyed  during  his  ftay 

Ante*Chr    ^^^^    ^^®  father,  had   not  been  without   allay.     Jofepli, 

1716.    '  then  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  was  become  hisdar- 

- .  ling,  for  the  excellencies  both  of  his  body  and  mind.    But 

JofipA  be-    his  fondnefs  for  him  raifed  no  fmall  jealoufy  in  his  bro- 

Tihe/^^"  thers  (K).     What  increafed  it  ftill  more,  Jofeph  having 

•^^   ^'^ '        obferved  fome  vile  aftions  in  the  fons  of  Bilhah  and  Zil- 

pah,  with  whom  his  father  had  fent  him  to  feed  the  fheep, 

hated  by       made  Jacob  acquainted  with  their  mifcondu£t.     But  envy 

his  bre-        was  converted  into  irreconcileable  hatred,  by  his  telling 

ihren.  them  fome  dreams  he  had,  which  feemed  to  foreQiew, 

that  he  fhould  one  day  acquire  power  and  authority  ovet 

j^'Jy.^       his  brethren.     He  dreamed  that  he  faw  in  a  wheat-field 

his  own  {heaf  ftanding  upright,  and  theirs  falling  down 

before  it,  and  paying  homage  to  it.    He  afterwards  faw 

the  fun,  moon,  and  eleven  ftars  doing  him  thel  ike  obei- 

■»  Gen.  XXXV.  per  tot# 

(K)Moft  verfions  have  made  and.  Arabic  verfions  have  ren- 

Jacob  love  Jofeph,  becaufc  he  dered  it,    becaufe    he   was   a 

was  the  fon  of  his   old  age ;  wife  and  prudent  fon  ;   though 

whereas    he    had     two    fons  even  this  comes  ihort   of  the 

younger  than  he,  viz.  Zebu-  energyof  the  idiom,  and  might 

lun  and  Benjamin.     It  feems  be  more  properly    tranflated, 

they  have  miftaken  the  word  becaufe  he  had  the  wifdom  or 

benzekenim ,  the /on  offenators^  prudence  of  a  fenator.     Ju  ftin, 

ox  elder s^  as  he  is  called  here,  in    his   epitome    of   Trogus, 
for  benziknah,   the  fon  of  eld    makes  mention   of  hia   being 

age.     But    the    former  has  a  fold  into   Egypt   by  his  bre- 

quite  different  meaning,  fig-  thren,  who  envied  the  excel- 

nifying,  according  to  the  He-  lency  of  his  wit,  and  havii^ 
brew  idiom,  the  fon  or  dtfciple  .  got  him   privately  into    their 

of  fenator 5  \  becaufe  he  was  en-  hands,  fold  him  to  fome  mer- 

dued  with  extraordinary  wif-  chants,  who  carried  him  dowtt 

dom  and  prudence.    Accord-  into  that  country  (i). 
ingly  the  Samaritan,   Perfic, 


dreanfS' 


(i)  Vide  Le  Seen.  E0ay«    Juilin.  lib.  xx^vi,  cap.  2. 


iance. 
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fance.  This  lad  vifion  he  likewife  communicated'to  his 
father,  who,  obferving  with  what  envy  his  brethren,  heard 
it,  thought  fit  to  rebuke  him  feverely  before  them,  afking 
him  if  he  thought  that  his  father,  mother,  and  brethren 
were  .  to  bow  themfeives  to  the  earth  before  him  ?  Their 
hatred  againfl:  him  dill  increadng,  they  refolved  on  his 
death;  and  it  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity  offered  " 

of  executing  their  defign.     Jacob,  being  iineafy  that  h«   Yr.  of  Fl. 
had  not  heard  from  them  fince  they  were  gone  to  Secheit^       ^^^rh 
with  their  flocks,  fent  Jofeph  to  enquire   after  them  j      ",^!ao.  * 
when  they  agreed  to  rid  themfeives  of  the  dreamer,  as       " 
they  called  him,  and  make  their  father  believe  that  he  § 

was  devoured  by  fome  wild  beaft.  Reuben  diffuaded 
them  from  imbruing  their  hands  in  hisr  blood,  and  advifed 
them  to  throv  him  alive  into  a  pit,  and  let  him  die  of 
hunger.  Whether  the  terror  of  ftiedding  his  blood,  or  % 
defire  to  inflidl  upon  him  a  more  lingering  death,  inr 
duced  them  to  take  the  advice,  they  lowered  him  dow^ 
into  a  well  without  water.  In  the  mean  time,  a  troop  of 
Iflimaelites  happening  jo  pafs  with  fpices  and  balm  from 
Gilead  on  their  way  to  Egypt,  Judah  perfuaded  his  bre-p 
tfaren  to  fell  him  to  them,  fince  his  death  would  do  them  He  is  fold 
no  more  fervice  than  his  being  carried  into  that  country*  and cftrried 
Accordingly  Jqfeph  was  fold  to  the  merchants,  and  car-  ^^"  '* 
ried  off  without  the  privity  of  Reuben,  whofe  defign  was  ^^^  ' 
to  take  him  out  of  the  pit,  and  fend  him  back  to  his  fa- 
ther. The  furprize  and  concern  he  was  in,  when  he 
found  he  was  gone,  forced  fuch  complaints  from  hjm,  as 
rendered  them  the  more  folicitous  to  conceal  the  ftep 
they  had  taken.  But  they  all  agreed  in  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  deceive  his  father.  Having  there- 
fore dipped  his  party-coloured  coat  in  the  blood  of  a  kidj 
they  fent  it  home  to  the  old  patriarch,  who  no  fooner  (dw 
it,  than-,  thinking  his  beloved  child  .had  been  torn  to  pieces 
by  fome  wild  beaft,  he  took  his  fuppofed  loj»  fo  much  to 
hear^,  that  be  did  not  ceafe  mourning  for  him,  till  he 
heard  the  furprifing  news  of  his  advancement  in  Egypt. 
Jofeph  happened  to  be  fold  to  an  officer  of  the  king's  SoU  to  ?o* 
guard,   named  Potiphar  (L),  in  whofe  fervice  he  exerted  tiphttr. 

himfelf     .  ' 

(L)  Though  the  text  calls  doth'propcrly  import  df«  ^««»r^, 
Podphar  an  eunuch,  yet  he  yet  it  is  often  ufed  to  fignify 
was  not  really  fuch,  as  the  gn  officer  belonging  to  the 
Septuagint  render  the  word,  -  court,  and  near  to  the  king^« 
and  the  Jews  fancy;  for  perfon.  He  is  alfo  called  (ar 
though  the  Hebrew  JiiK>rd.£u[is   xabachim,  which,  in  its  pri- 

^z  mitivf 
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himfelf  with  fuch  diligence  and  integrity,  and  proveJ  lb 
fuccefsful  in  all  he  undertook,  that  his  mailer  foon  com- 
mitted the  care  of  all  his  affairs  wholly  into  his  hands*. 
He  had  been  ten  years  in  this  fituation,  when  his  miftref8> 
captivated  by  the  extraordinary  comelinefs  of  his  perfon^ 
made  divers  attempts  to  feda'ce  him  into  a  compliance 
with  her  wanton  defifes.  She  accofted  him  one  day 
tJrhen  the  family  was  abroad,,  in  fo  paflionate  a  manner, 
that  Jofeph  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  ftay  and  expoftulate 
with  her,  as  he  had  frequently  done,  abruptly  withdrew," 
leaving  his  upper  garment,  whfch  fhe  had  laid  hold  of,  in 
her  hands.  Incenfed  at  this  repulfe,  fhe  vowed  the  ruin 
of  the  innocent  youth ;  and  accordingly  having  brought 
together  with  her  outcries  all  who  were  within  hearing^ 
fhe  charged  Jofeph  with  her  own  crime,,  confirming  the 
charge  by  Ihewing  the  fkirt  of  the  garment  which  fhe  had 
torn.  By  the  time  her  hufband  came  home,  fhe  had 
drefled  up  her  ftory  fo  well,  that  fhe  was,  eafily  believed. 
Potiphar  therefore  fent  him  to  the  king^s  prifon%  where 
we  fhall  leave  him  for  a  while,  to  take  a  view  of  what 
paiTed  in  his  father's  family. 

Not  long  after  Jofeph  had  been  fold  into  Egypt,  Judah 
miarri^d  the  daughter  of  a  Canaanite,  whofe  name  was 
Shuah,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons,  Er,  Onan,  and 
Shelah.  Er  being  cut  off  for  his  wickednefs,  before  he 
had  any  children  by  his  wife  Tamar,  Judah  ordered  hij^ 
fecond  fon  Onan  to  take  her,  according  to  the  cuflom  of 
that  country,  and  raife  pofterity  to  his  brother.  Onaa 
obeyed  feemingly ;  but  not  brooking  the  thoughts,  that 
his  children  fhould  be  efteemed  his  brother's,  took  fuch 
a  wicked  and  unnatural  way  to  prevent  Tamar's  having 
any  by  him,  that  God  was  provoked  to  punifh  him  with 
deJith  alfo.  Judah  therefore  bid  her  remain  a  widow  in 
her  father's  houfe,  till  his  third  fon  fhould  grow  up  to 
fupply  his  brother's  place ;  but  the  time  being  come,  and 
Judah  neglefting  to  fend  for  her,  as  indeed  he  never  de*- 
figned  it,  left  Shelah  fhould  meet  with  the  fate  of  his  two 
brothers,  fhe  refolved  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  engage- 
ment by  fome  other  way. 

a  Genef.  xxxix.  per  tot. 

niitive  meaning,  is  prince  of  which  reafon  fome  have  rctt" 
•the  butchersy  from  tabach,  dercd  it,  the  prime  ef  thi 
which  fignifics  ./2^j'^^.    For    copk5{t)\ 


(4)  Vide  Mercer,  jua.  &  ai< 
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J«idah  harving  buried  his  wife  about  this  time,  as  foon  as  Judah  and 
the  ufual  days  of  mourning  were  over,  went  to  overlook  ^««"»''- 
his  flieep-ihearers  at  Timnath,  attended  only  by  his 
friend  Adullam,  Tamar  had  timely  notice  of  his  de- 
(ign  \  and  thinking  thi^  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
execute  h^er  own,  flie  divefted  hcrfelf  of  her  widow's 
garments,  covered  her  face  with  a  veil,  and  in  the  attire 
of  a  harlot,  placed  herfelf  between  the  two  ways  that  led 
to  Timnath.  Judah  faw  her,  and  taking  her  to  be  really 
what  ihe  appeared,  made  his  addrefles  to  her,  and  pre- 
vailed. He  won  her  confent  by  promifing  her  a  kid,  and 
leaving  with  her,  at  her  requeft,  his  fignet,  his  bracelets, 
aod  his  ftaflP,  as  pledges  of  the  performance  of  his  promife. 
The  kid  he  immediately  fent  by  his  friend  Adullam  j  bttt 
the  pretended  harlot  had  difappeared. 

Some  months  after  this  encounter,  Judah  was  yiformed  ^amar 
that  Tamar  was  certainly  pregnant.     With  this  intima^  '^^^^  ^^^^i 
>  tion  he  was  not  difpleafed,  as  her  death  would  have  freed 
lina    from  his    promife    of  marrying   her    to   Shelah. 
He   pretended,  however^  to  be  highly  provoked   at  her 
incontinency^    atid  condemned  her   accordingly  to    the  ^^**^^ntd 
>flames{M)4  but,  upon  her  producing  the  above  mentioned  ^^  ^  ^*'^^» 
hedges,  and  deelarhig  that  the  owner  of  them  was  the 
father  of  the  child,  Judah,  in  the  greateft  confufion,  owned 
that  ihe  was  the  joore  i-nnocent  of  the  two,  and  that  he 
had  wronged  her  in  with-holding  Shelah  from  her.     He  hut  ah^ 
afterwards  condu£ted  her  home,  but  never  touched  her  A^'*''^* 
from  that  period.     When  her  full  time  came,  Ihe  brought  jiftrangM 
forth  twins  4  but  the  manner  of  their  birth  was  very  fur-  birtiji. 
pri{rng,  for  one  of  them  putting  forth  his  hand,  th«  mid- 
wife -tied  a  fcarlet  thread  round  it,  as  a  token  of  his  being 
the  firft-born ;  but  he  withdrew  liis  hand,  and  the  other 
.coming  firft  into  the  world,  be  w^  called  by  his  mother 
Phares,  or  Breach^  by  reafon  of  the  breach  he  had  made 
J>etT»«ieen  his  brother  and  him  5  the  brother-twin  was  called 
Zarah. 

Jofeph,  mean  while,  had  iagratiated  himfelf  fo  much  Yr,  of  FI. 
with  the  gaoler  in  Egypt,  that  he  entrufted  him  with  the  p^^}^Q\i 

1916 
(M)  Some  think  that  Tu-    meant  only  that  (he  ihould  be  ,_, 

;dah,  as  head  of  his  owo  fa-  brought  before  a  court  of  ju-  jofeph* 
mily,  had  power  of  life  and  dicature,  and  fentenced  accord- 
death  over  all  that  belonged  to  ing  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
it ;  but  it  is  hardly  probable  But  whether  judge  or  profc- 
that  the  Canaanites,  in  whofe  cutor,  it  was  an  inhuman  (lep 
country  they  dwelt,  would  give  to  put  a  woman  to  death  befoi;ie 
a  ftran^r  fuch  power.  It  is  (he  was  delivered. 
Aiore  likely^  therefore,  that  he 

S  3  ^zpt 
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care  of  all  the  prifoners.  To  two  of  them,  who  were  men 
of  forae  diftinflion,  viz.  Pharaoh's  chief  butler  and  baker, 
Jofeph  not  only  interpreted  their  remarkable  dreams,  but 
tibld  them  alfo  the  precife  time  when  they  fliould  fee 
them  fulfilled.  Accordingly,  in  three  days  the  butler  was 
reftored  to  his  place,  and  the  baker  hanged.  Jofeph  took 
this  opportunity  of  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  former,  to 
beg  his  affiftance  and  intereft  towards  his  releafe,  telling 
him  at  the  fame  time  how  he  had  been  fold  out  of  his 
country,  and  falfely  accufed  by  his  miftrefs,  and  what  elfe 
he  thought  proper  to  move  him  to  comply  with  his 
requeft. 

The  former  being  fet  at  liberty,  and  reftored  to  his 
placC)  never  remembered  his  fellow-prifoher  till  two  years 
after,   when  the  two  famous  dreams  of  Pharaoh  forced 
him,  in^  manner,  to  recall  him  to  his  remembrance,  and 
recommend  him  to  the  king,  as  one  who  had   a  much 
greater  talent  for  interpreting  dreams,  than  any  he  had 
yet  confuited.     Upon  his  recommendation  Jofeph  was 
fent  for  out  of  prifon,  and  Pharaoh  told  him  his  dreams, 
promifing  him  aconfiderable  reward,  if  he  could  give  him 
a  true  interpretation.     This  monarch  dreamed  he  had 
feen  feven  lufty  fat  cows  feeding  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  which  feven  others,  lean  and  ill-favoured,  came  and 
devoured,  without  growing  either  fatter  or  larger  in  con- 
fequence   of  this  repaft.      His  fecond  dream   exhibited 
feven   full   ears   of  corn  devoured  by   feven   that  were 
blafted,     Jofeph  declared  that  the  feven  cows  and  feven 
ears  of  corn  imported  the  fame  meaning;  that  the  dream 
being  repeated   was  only  a  fign  that  the  event  was  to 
happen  immediately ;  that   the  feven  fat  cows  and  full 
ears  fignified  feven  years  of  extraordinary  plenty,  which 
neverthelefs  would  be  quite  forgotten  in  the  feven  fuc- 
ceeding  years  of  famine,  fignified  by  the  feven  lean  cows 
and  blafted  ears.     He  therefore  advifed  the   king  to  ap- 
point a  wife  and  expert  minifter  over  his  whole  kingdom, 
who  fhould  build  granaries,  and  fend  officers  into  every 
province  to  lay  up  a  fifth  part  of  all  the  corn  of  the  feven 
plentiful  years  againft  the  fucceeding  years  of  famine. 

The  king  and  all  that  heard  him  were  fiirprifed  at  the 
wifdom  of  this  young  ftranger,  who  was  then  but  thirty 
years  old,  concluding  that  he  himfelf  was  the  fittieft  per- 
fon  to  be  fet  over  the  kingdom,  and  to  put  hiis  propofal  in 
execution.  He  was  thereupon  appointed  matter  and 
overfeer  of  Pharaoh's  houfe  ;  and  orders  were  given  that 
he  fhould  be  obeyed  in  all  things,  as  if  he  had  been  mo- 
parch  himfelf.     The  king  gav^  hifia  his  own  fignet  ofi^  his 

finger  i 


bor$u 


to,  the  BaByhniJh  Captivity.  2  $3 

^nger ;  caufed  him  to  be  cloathed  in  fine  finen,  and  put 
a  gold  chain  about  his  neck  4  declaring  him  fuperintend- 
ant  over  his  whole  kingdom,  and  next  to  himfelf  in  au- 
thority;   he  gave  him  moreover  the  name  of  Zaphnah- 
Paaneah,  which  fignifics  a  revealer  offecrets{N)  \  beftowtd  ///^  marrl- 
on  him  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  Potipherah,  prieft,  or  ^i^^, 
prince  of  On  (O) ;  and  allowed  to  ride  in  his  fecond  cha- 
riot, while  the  men  that  ran  before  it  cried,  •*  Bow  the 
knee.**     Jofeph  being  raifed  to  this  height   of  power,  Yj.,  ©f  FI. 
made  a  progrefs  through  the  whole  kingdom  \,  built  his        633. 
granaries;  appointed  proper  officers  in  everyplace;  and  Ante  Chr. 
ordered  all  things  with  fuch  prudence  and  application,       ^T^S* 
that  before  the  feven  years  of  plenty  were  expired,    he  y^^^j  ^f 
found  his  ftores  filled   above  numbering.     During  this  pUnty. 
time  he  had  two  fons  born  of  his  wife  Afenath  ;  the  firft  Manaffek 

of  whom  he  called  Manaffeh,  intimating  that  <*  God  had  ^^^  ?• 

phratm 

(N)  Thefe  «re  not  Hebrew  ttie  Egj'ptian  priefts  and  laity, 

words,  as  fome  rabbies  dream  \  However  that  be,  we  muft  not 

for  though  the  firft  may  be  de-  miftake  the  city  of  On  for  that 

rived  from    zaphan,   to  hide^  of  No,    threatened   with  de« 

yet  the  original  of  paaneah  is  ilrudlion   by   Ezekiel,    which 

not  to  be  found  in  the  Hebrew*  was  Alexandria.     On  was  He- 

6t.  Terom  and  others  think  it  liopolis,  the  chief  city  of  the 

iignifies  afaviour  of  the  worlds  canton  of  that  name,  called  by 

but  it  is  moft  probable,  that  it  Ptolemy,  Onium,  diflant  about 

£gnifies  the  revealer  of  fecrets^  twenty  miles  from  Memphis, 

and  is  accordingly  fo  renderjed  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom. 

i)y  moft  Jewifh  and  Chriftian  Nor   muft  we  confound   this 

€xpofitors  (3)wi  Potipherah  with  the  perfon  to 

(O)  As  it  is  not  likely  that  whom  Jofeph  was  fold,  as  St. 

Jofeph  ftiould  fo  foon  have  for-  Jerom  has  done*     The  names 

gotten  his  religion,  as  to  marry  are  difierently    written ;    the 

the  daughter  of  an  uncircum-  iirft  Potiphar,   and  the  other 

cifed  perfon,  whether  prince  or  Potipherangh,  ending  with  the 

prieft,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  letter  y  (ain). "  One  is  called 

on  the  other,  Potipherah  could  captain    of    the   guards,    the 

not  but  be  defirous  to  purchafe  other,   prince  or  prieft  of  On. 

fo  advantageous  an  alliance  at  The    former    therefore    muft 

any    rate;    the  new  favourite  have  his  refidence  in  the  ca- 

might  have  feized  this.x)ppor-  pital,  to  be  always  about  the 

tunity  of  introdjiKing  circum-  king ;  the  other  lived  at  On, 

£ifion    into    ^e   family,    and  or  Heliopolis  (4)* 
thence,  by  degrees,  among  all 

(3)  Vide  Maim  on.  Hieron.  in  loc.  Eugubin.  &c*  Targ.  Onkel. 
in  loc.  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.ii.  cap.  6.  LXX.  Grot.  Jun.  in  loc. 
Jk  al.  (4)  Vide  penef.  xliit  18.    £zek.  xxx.  i6«    Hieron, 

Aoc.  Hebr. 

S  4  .  made 
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made  him  forget  all  his  toils ;''  and  the  next  he  call#d 
Ephraim,  becaufe  God  had  rendered  him  fruitful  in  the 
land  of  his  aiRiflion.  Thefe  feven  plentiful  years  were  fuc- 
ceeded  immediately  by  the  other  feven  of  famine ;  nor 
was  the  fcarcity  confined  to  Egypt,  but  was  felt  all  over 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  all  the  nations  round  about. 
As  foon  therefore  as  the  Egyptians  canie  to  be  in  want  of 
bread,  they  applied  to  Pharaoh,  who  commanded  them 
to  repair  to  Jofeph  ;  upon  which  he  immediately  ordered 
his  (tores  to  be  opened,  and  corn  to  be  fold  to  the  people 
who  flocked  to  him,  not  only  from  all  parts  of  Egypt,  bbt 
from  all  the  neighbouring  countries  *. 

Jacob,  who  was  not  exempt  from  the  common  cala- 
mity, hearing  that  there  was  corn  to  be  bought  in  Egypt, 
fent  ten  of  his  fons  thither  to  buy  grain,  and  kept  only 
Benjamin  at  home.  Thefe,  upon  their  arrival  in  Egypt, 
were  direfted  to  Jofeph  for  an  order.  When  they  came 
into  his  prefence  they  proftrated  themfclves  before  him, 
and  begged  they  might  be  fupplied  with  corn.  Jofeph 
knew  them  immediately,  though  he  was  fo  altered  that 
they  could  not  call  him  to  mind ;  afluming  a  fevere  look, 
he  afked,  in  angry  tone,  whence  they  came  ?  and,  upon 
their  anfwering  from  Canaan,  he  charged  them  with 
being  fpies,  come  to  difcover  the  weaknefs  of  the  land. 
They  alfured  him,  in  the  mod  fubmiflive  terms,  that  they 
were  all  one  man's  fons ;  that  they  had  left  a  younger 
brother  with  their  father,  who  had  been  bleflre<f  with  an^ 
other  befides,  but  he  was  now  no  more.  Jofeph  laying 
hold  of  the  declaration,  told  them,  with  an  imperious  air, 
that  unlefs  one  of  them  would  go  and  fetch  this  youngeft 
fon,  whilft  the  reft  were  kept  in  fafe  cuftody,  he  would 
not  be  perfuaded  but  that  they  were  fpies,  and  would 
punifh  them  accordingly.  To  fhew  that  he  was  in  carneft, 
he  fent  them  all  to  prifon,  and  kept  them  there  three  days; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  fent  for  them,  and,  in  a 
milder  tone,  faid  to  them,  "  This  do  and  live,  for  I  it2i 
(God :  let  one  of  you  remain  a  prifoner  with  me,  whilft 
the  reft  go  home  with  proviiion  for  your  family  ;  and, 
when  you  bring  your  youngeft  brother  hither,  he  {hall  be 
delivered  up  fafe,  and  you  will  be  juftified."  JHe  then  com- 
manded Simeon,  who  had,  perhaps,  been  one  of  his  moft 
bitter  enemies,  to  be  bound  before  their  eyes,  and  fent 
to  prifon,  whilft  he  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  tbem  cpn- 
fefs  their  inhumanity  to  their  brother,  whofe   cries  had 


t  Gen.  xli*  per  tot* 


not 
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not  been  able  to  foften  tbem  into  pity ;  acknowleging,  that 
this  misfortune  had  befallen  them  as  a  juft  puniihment 
for  their  unnatural  behaviour  to  Jofeph.  Here  Reuben 
had  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  himfelf,  by  reminding 
■them  of  the  pains  he  took  ^ to  diffuade  them  from  the 
horrid  faft,  not  im.agining  that  he  was  undcrftood  by  any 
but  his  brethren,  for  Jofeph  fpoke  to  them  by  an  inter- 
preter. At  length,  having  learnt  all  that  he  wanted  to 
know,  he  difmiffed  them,  not  without  contriving  a  frefli 
occafion  of  furprize  to  them  after  they  were  gone  j  hav- 
ing bid  the  officer,  who  was  to  fill  their  facks  with  corn, 
return  their  money,  by  putting  the  price  in  the  mouth  of 
each  fack.  Accordingly,  when  they  halted  to  give  fome  *^^^^^  ^'"^ 
provender  to  their  beafts,  they  were  not  a  little  alarmed  to  *^^  r4UNrn' 
find  all  their  money  in  their  facks,  and  failed  not  to 
make,  all  the  difmal  refleftions  upon  it  that  their  fear 
could  fuggeft ;  concluding,  that  the  haughty  Egyptian 
lord  had  pra6lifed  this  expedient  that  he  might  have  a 
pretence  to  enflave  them  at  their  next  coming.  Arriving 
at  their  own  home,  they  acquainted  their  father  with  all 
thefe  adventures,  who,  though  he  was  grieved  at  the  de- 
tention of  his  fon  Simeon,  was  much  more  fo  when  he 
found  that  Benjamin  mud  go  down  to  redeem  him.  H^ 
withftood  all  their  perfuafions  as  long  as  he  could  * ;  till 
at  length,  the  famine  increafing,  and  the  provi'fion  being 
almoft  fpent,  Judah  prevailed  upon  him  to  part  with  his 
favourite  fon  for  a  time,  promifing  to  bring  him  fafe  back, 
or  elfe  to  be  anfwerable  for  him  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life  (X).     As  it  was  not  without  the  utmoft  relu£lance 

that 

"  Gen,  xliii.  per  tot. 

(X)  The  whole  conduct  of  eighty  miles  at  moft  from  He- 
Jofeph,  from  his  being  firft  bron,  where  Jacob  dwelt.  To 
brought  into  Egypt,  to  his  this  fln6lure  it  may  be  anfwer- 
difcovering  himfelf  to  his  bre-  ed,  That  if  he  had  returned 
thren,  having  bieen  very  much  home,  his  brethren  would,  in 
canvafTed  and .  difapproved,  it  all  likelihood,  have  taken  a 
will  not  be  amifs  to  enquire  more  efFe6tual  way  to  be  rid  of 
how  far  it  deferves  cenfure,  hinj^  and,  upon  the  firft  op- 
and  how  far  it  may  be  juftified.  portunity,  have  put  their  for- 
He  is  blamed  for  not  having  mer  bloody  fcheme  in  execu- 
fentword  to  his  father  of  his  tion.  And  fecondly,  Egypt 
condition,  who  would  have  re-  being  the  place  where  he  ex- 
deemed  him  at  any  rate,  the  peded  the  preferment,  which 
city  pf  Memphis,  where  he  his  dreams  had  fore-fignified 
was    fold,    not  being   above  to  him,  it  was  by  no  means 

advife« 
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that  Jacob  confented  to  this  reparation,  fo  he  failed  not 
to  give  his  fons  the  {lri£left  charge  about  him,  to  take  all 
the  proper  meafures  for  their  fafe  return,  and  to  gain  the 
favour  of  the  proud  Egyptian  lord.  He  bid  them  carrjr 
double,  their  money  and  make  ready  fuch  prefents  as  they 
thought  would  be  acceptable  ( Y).    Having  intreated  hea* 

vcn 


advifeable  for  him  to  leave  it, 
but  to  wait  patiently  there  for 
the  event.  Again,  he  is  blam- 
ed for  his  rough  and  unjuil 
ufage  towards  his  brethren, 
which,  it  is  pretended,  fa- 
vours of  the  rankeft  revenge. 
But  if  revenge  had  been  the 
chief  motive  of  his  behaviour, 
he  could  have  indulged  it  in  a 
more  efie6tual  way,  without 
dny  danger  of  being  called  tb 
an  account;  whereas,  it  is  plain, 
he  had  a  much  better  deiign, 
namely,  either  to  make  them 
repent  of  their  heinous  cruelty, 
or  in  order  to  inform  himfelf 
of  the  ilate  of  his  family,  ef- 
pecialiy  of  his  father  and  of 
his  brother  Benjamin  ;  or  laft- 
.ly,  to  make  them  reliili  his 
future  kindnefs  the  better  by 
previous  rough  ufage.  The 
lafl,  and  indeed  the  mofl  con- 
fiderable  article  of  the  charge, 
is  the  peremptory  manner  in 
which  he  infifted  upon  their 
bringing  his  brother  Benjamin 
into  Egypt ;  a  circumuance 
which  he  knew  would  caufe 
an  infinite  deal  of  grief  to  his 
aged  father,  if  not  break  his 
heart ;  and  if  he  refufed  to 
fend  him,  the  whole  family 
muft  have  flarved  at  home, 
and  Simeon  would  have  remain- 
ed in  bonds.  As  for  the  latter 
part  of  the  charge,  Jofeph  had 
It  ftill  in  his  power,  if  he  had 
found  that  his  other  brethren 
flayed  longer  than  ordinary,  to 
have  fent  Simeon  home  with 


what  meiiage  and  fupply  he 
pleafed  ;  but  as  for  his  caufing 
Jacob  to  pafs  fo  many  days,  if 
not  weeks,  in  all  the  fear  and 
anxiety  that  {o  dear  a  fon's  ab- 
fence,  and  danger,  could  caufe, 
it  cannot  eafily  be  juflified  any 
other  way,  than  byfuppofing 
that  Jofeph  did  certainly  fore- 
fee  what  would  hap|)en;  and 
that  his  father's  ^riev^ing  fome 
time  for  Benjamin,  would  be 
fo  far  from  endangering  his 
health,  that  it  would  only  in- 
creafe  his  joy  when-  he  faw  him 
again,  and  give  a  greater  relifli 
to  the  news  of  his  own  advance- 
ment and  fuccefs  in  Eg^pt. 
Without  this  fuppofition,  it  is 
plain,  fuch  a  fudden  tranfition 
from  an  excefs  of  forrow  to  a 
tranfport  of  joy,  was  of  itfelf 
fuihcient  to  have  endangered 
his  life  or  his  fenfes. 

(Y)  The  generality  of  our 
expofitors  have  not  been  very 
happy  in  their  tranflation  of 
fome  of  the  prefents  Which  Ja- 
cob fent  into  Egypt ;  and  fome 
learned  critics,  of  a  later  date, 
have  endeavoured  to  give  us 
a  more  rational  account  of 
them.  Such  were  the  honey, 
nuts,  and  almonds,  which  could 
be  no  great  rarities  in  Egypt, 
nor,  indeed,  any  of  the  others, 
except  the  balm,  which  was 
that  of  Gilead,  of  great  price 
all  the  world  over ;  but  as  for 
reiin  and  wax,  they  could  not 
be  worth  fending.  Bochart 
thinks  it  was  refin  or  tur{>en« 

tine, 
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^n  for  their  good  fuccefs,  he  difmifled  them,  little  dream- 
ing what  happy  tidings  he  ihould  hear  at  their  return,  to 
make  him  amends  for  his  fon'fe  abfence.  When  they  ap- 
peared before  Jofeph,  with  their  brother  Benjamin,  he 
commanded  his  fteward  to  conduft  them  to  his  houfe, 
where  he  intended  they  fhould  dine  with  him.  But  they, 
who  had  abandoned  themfelves  to  fear,  began  to  fufpecl 
that  fome  ill  defign  was  hatching  to  enflave  them,  upon 
account  of  the  money  which  they  had  found  in  their 
facks ;  to  prevent  which,  they  aiTured  the  fteward,  tlJlt 
they  had  brought  it  back,  with  a  new  fupply,  to  buy  fome 
frefe  provifions.     He  feeing  their  concern,  bid  them  not 
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tine,  rather  than  balm  of  Gi- 
lead,  becaufe  Gilead  was  on 
the  other  iide  Jordan,  at  fome'' 
diilance  from  Jacob's  habita- 
tion ;  but  this  will  not  prove 
that  there  was  none  to  be 
bought  there,  or  tobefent  for 
upon  fuch  an  occaiion.  He 
adds,  indeed,  that  Jofephus 
affirms  balm  to  have  oeen  un- 
known in  Judxa,  till  the  queen 
'of  Sheba  brought  fome  of  it  to 
'Solomon  from  Arabia  Felix ; 
but  Jofephus  may  be  miliaken. 
JSeiides,  how  came  Gilead  to 
be  io  famous  for  it  afterwards  ? 
"Fhe  queen  hardly  brought  the 
trees  with  her ;  and,  it  Solo- 
mon had  fent  for  them  after- 
wards, he  would  have  planted 
them,  in  all  likelihood,  nearer 
to  his  own  refidence ;  but, 
whatever  it  was,  it  is  plain,. 
the  reiin  and  turpentine  could 
not  be  a  prcfent  worth  Jofeph 's 
acceptance.  The  next  is  ho- 
ney, which  was  indeed  very 
.niuch  admired  by  the  ancients, 
as  well  Jews  as  Qen tiles,  for 
a  delicious  food;  but  unlefs 
that  of  Canaan  was  better  than 
ordinary,  it  was  hardly  worth 


fending  to  an  Egyptian  prime 
minifler,  fince  it  is  hardly  pof* 
fible  that  country  ihould  be 
without  it.  It  is  mofl  likely, 
therefore,  that  they  were  dates, 
which  are  called  by  the  fame 
name,  debelh,  as  the  Jewifh 
dodors  obferve,  and  which, 
when  full  ripe,  yield  a  fort  of 
honey.  The  Arabic  calls  dates 
duboos,  and  the  honey  of  them 
dibo  or  dibes,  to  this  day; 
and  it  is  plain  that  Judaea  a- 
bounded  in  palm-trees  of  all . 
forts,  more  efpecialiy-  aboot 
Jericho,  if  we  may  believe^  Jo* 
fephus  and  Pliny.  The  next 
is  what  we  tranflate  fpices; 
but  the  Hebrew  word  nekoth 
doth  rather  fignify  ftorax^  a 
noble  aromatic  gum,  that  was 
put  into  all  precious  oint- 
ments. Myr,  or  as  it  is  in  the 
original 7^/,  is  rather  the  fladie 
or  ladanum  of  the  Chaldee  and 
Septuagint,  the  lafl  name 
coming  nearer  the  Hebrew 
word.  It  is  thought  to  be  the 
gum  of  the  cyprefs-tree,  and 
was  one  of  the  aromatics  in 
the  perfume  prefcribed  by  God 
to  Mofes(i). 


(i)  Vide  X  Sam.  xiv.  27*  2  Sam.  xvii.  19.  Cant.  v.  i.  Sueton. 
de  Neron.  cap.  xxvii.  &  alt  Bochart.  Hierozoic.  lib.  iv*  coll.  531, 
j3s.    £xod.  xxx.  34» 

be 
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be  under  any  apprehenGons  about  it,  and  brought  tbem 
into  the  houfe,  where  they  found  their  brother  Simeon. 
He  then  acquainted  them  that  they  were  to  dine  with  his 
lord,  who  would  return  by  noon  ;  upon  which  they  made 
ready  their  prefonts,  and  laid  them  before  him  with  the 
Bentamiti      ^^^o&   reverence,  as  foon  as  he  came   home,     Jofeph 
undhis        having  faluted  them  round,  began  to  enquire  after  their 
kreihren       father's  health,  and  whether  that  was  their  youngeft  bro- 
^'"Z  T        ^'^^  ^^^  ilood  before  him.     Benjamin  bowed  his  head  to 
JW  •        jhe  ground,  and  Jofeph  having  bleffed  him,  ordered  the 
vitliuals  to  be  ferved.     They   weie  placed   according  to 
their  rank  and  feniority,  whilft  he  fat  at  table  by  himfelf, 
and  his  Egyptian  guefts  at  another;  for  it  was  an  abomi- 
nation to  the  Egyptians  to  eat  with  the  Hebrews.    Jofeph, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ^,  fent  diflies  from 
his  own  table   to  all  his  brethren  ;  and  they  were  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  fee  how  exadly  he  ferved  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  feniority ;  but  much  more  fo  when  they 
faw  Benjamin's  portion  five  times  larger  than  any  of  the 
reft,  which  was  an  ufual  mark  of  honour  to  the  perfon  to 
whom  It  was  fent.     After  they  had  eaten  and  drank  plen- 
tifully, they  began  to  think  of  taking  their  leave,  and  of 
going  about  their  other  affairs  '  ;  but  Jofeph  had  yet  one 
more  mortification  in  refervc  for  them,  before  he  difco- 
vered  Irimfelf.     He  dire£ied  his  fteward  to  put  his  drink- 
ing-cup  into  Benjamin's  fack,    and  overtaking  them  at 
j^fepKt       fome  diftance  from  the  city,  after  a  thorough  fe^rch,  to 
€upfoufid     bring  the  pretended  thief  back  as  a  prifoner.    The  order 
$nBenja--     ^^^  pun£lually  executed,  and  we  may  eafily  imagine  their 
^     *    furprize  and  concern  when  the  filver  cup  was  produced 
out  of  the  fack  of  their  younger  brother.    They  made  all 
poflible  hafte  to  load  their  afTes  again,  and  returned  to 
Jofeph,   who   received    them    with  a  warm   reprin>and 
for    thus   requiting  his  kindnefs    and    civility,    afTuring 
tbem,  however,    that    though    he    might  juftly  puniih 
them  all,    yet   the  perfon   only    upon   whom    the   cup 
was  found,  fliould  remain  a  (lave,  whilft  the  reft  might 
go  home  in  peace.     After  they  had  expreffed  their  grief 
and  fhame   in   the  humbleft  manner,   Judah,  who  had 
Judah's       taken  Benjamin  under  his  care,    addrefTing  himfelf  to 
jpetch  to      Jofeph  in  the  moft  pathetic  terms,  acquainted  him  with 
Jofeph.         his  father's  extreme  fondnefs  for  the  lad,  the  great  dif- 
ficulty they  had  to  perfuade  him  to  part  with  one  he  to 
tenderly  loved,  and  the  danger  of  his  grieving  to  death  for 

k  Vide  Zenoj^vin  Vit.  Cyr.  lib.  viii»  «  Gcn»  xUii.  per  tot. 
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tlie  lols  of  him.     He  likewifc  ofFered  himfelf  at  the  fame 
time  as  an  equivalent  for  his  brother,  with  fuch  zeal  and 
concern,  that  Jofeph  was  no  longer  able  to  contain  him- 
felf.    His  bowels  began  to  yearn,  and  his  tears  to  flow  fo 
fait,  that  he  was  forced  to  fend  all  the  by-ftanders  away, 
whilfthemade  himfelf  known  to  his  brothers.     When  he  J^fiP^  ^^fi 
teld  them,  that  he  was  Jofeph  their  brother,  which  was  ^m/^*^^ 
all  that  his  full  heart  would  let  him  utter,  they  were  all 
ftruck  with  fuch  a  mixture  of  joy  and  fuiprlze  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  that  they  could  make  no  anfwer,  neither 
did  they  dare  even  to  look  towards  him,  to  convince  them- 
felves  that  it  was  really  he.     Jofeph,    defiring  them  to 
dravr  nearer,  embraced  them  all  round  with  great  tender- 
nefs ;  and,  to  difpel  all  their  farther  apprehenfion^,  told 
them,  that  their  felling  him  into  Egypt  having  been  di- 
re^ed  by  an  unfeen  Providence,  and  proved  the  means  of 
fo  much  good  both  to  himfelf,  to  them,  and  to  all  Egypt  ^ 
he  Mras  fo  far  from  refenting  it,  that  they  fhould  never  bear 
it  fo  much  as  mentioned  by  him  from  that  day.     During 
this  afFefting  fcene,  fome  of  the  Egyptians  went  and  ac- 
quainted the  king  and  the  whole  court,  that  the  minifter's 
brethren  were  come  to  buy  corn*.     Jofeph,  who  only  fent 
the  Egyptians  out  of  the  room,  that  he  might  be  without 
witnefles  whilft  he  difcovered  himfelf  to  them,  went  him- 
felf with  the  news  of  it  to  Pharaoh,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  Thuflmaros  king  of  Lower  Egypt  •*,  who  told  him,  Pharaoh^g 
that  fince  his  father  had  fuch  a  numerous  family,  and  the  orders  $9 
famine  was  not  half  over,  he  might  fend  for  them,  and  J^fiP^* 
place  them  in  what  part  of  the  country  he  tl>ought  fit ; 
promifing  that  they  (hould  never  want  provifions,  nor  any 
other  favour  he  could  fhew.     He  likewife  ordered  him  to 
fend  them  a  frefh  fupply  of  grain^  and  fuch  other  necef- 
faries  as  they  might  want  for  their  journey,  and  chariots 
to  briog  their  wives,  children,  and  beft  moveables  ;    tejl- 
ing  them,  that  they  needed  not  regard  the  ordinary  ftufF, 
fince  the  good  of  the  land  was   before  them.     Jofeph  JofipA 
gladly  obeyed  the  king's  orders,  and,  befides  the  chariots  fends  for 
and  provifions,  fent  to  his  father  ten  afles  laden  with  the  "^'  f^^f^^r* 
choiceft  commodities  of  Egypt ;  he  likewife  prefented  his 
brethren   with   changes  of  garments,   and  dillinguifhed 
Benjamin  by  the  additioii  of  a  large  fufn  of  money  ;  then 
he  difmiffed  them  with  a  drift  charge,  that  they  fhould 
not  fall  X)ut  by  the  way.     It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  their 
journey  was  performed  with  great  alacrity.    They  found 
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their  father  alive  and  well,  whofe  firft  care  was  tojook 
out  for  his  favourite  fon,  whom  having  joyfully  received^ 
he  thought  himfelf  at  the  height  of  his  happinefs.  But 
when  they  acquainted  him  with  Jofeph's  grandeur^  and 
told  him,  that  he  was  the  very  man,  who  had  given  thern 
fuch  mortal  alarms,  the  good  old  man,  unable  to  bear  fo 
much  good  news  at  once,  fainted  away  in  their  arm$,  an4 
being  come  to  himfelf,  doubted  whether  it  was  not  g 
dream.  At  length,  when  they  produced  Jofeph*s  prf*- 
fents,  and  the  Egyptian. chariots,  his  doubts  and  fe^ra 
vaniAed,  and  he  cried  out  in  an  excefs  of  joy :  ^^  It  ia 
enough  for  me,  that  my  fon  Jofeph  lives ;  I  have  nowno^ 
thing  more  to  wifli,  but  to  go  down  and  fee  him  once  mor^ 
before  I  die  V^ 

This  eager  defire  of  feeing  a  fon  whom  he  had  fo  long 
mourned  for,  in  all  his  Egyptian  glory,  fpurred  him  up  t^ 
haften  his  departure^  and  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties 
which  the  number  of  bis  children,  cattle,  and  the  other 
lumber  of  houfhold  ftuff  laid  in  his  way  (A). 

Jofeph  was  no  fooner  informed  of  his  approach,  than 
he  got  up  into  his  chariot,  and  went  to  meet  his  father; 
and  their  mutual  joy  upon  this  occafi(Hi  was  fuch,  si$  may 
be  better  imagined  than  exprefled.  After  this  tender 
greeting,  Jofeph  told  them,  that  he  would  go  in^medir 

c  Gen.  xlv.  16,.  &  feq. 

(A)    Neverthelefs,    as  his  proted  him,  and  in  due  time 

gratitude  to  God  for  all  the  bring  his  pofterity  out  of  E- 

mercies  he  faw  himfelf  blefTed  gypt,  to  enter  into  the  poffef- 

with,  and  his  farther  want  of  non  of  the  Promiied   Land ; 

^e   divine   prote6tion  to  ac-  adding,  that  as  for  Jacob,  he 

txxnpany  him  fafe  into  Egypt,  (houM  have  the   comfort    to 

^kmanded  fome  freih    ad  of  live  near  hit  fon  Jofeph,  and 

mligion,    he  chofe  to  go  to  to  die  in  his  arms.  IfraeU  thus 

'    Beeriliebfl,  to  offer  fome  facri-  comforted,    and    encouraged, 

fices  there;  both  becaufe  it  was  haf^ened  to  the  metropolis  of 

the  place  where  Abraham  and  Egypt.     When  he  was  within 

Jfaac  had  lived  fo  long,  and  fo  fome  fmall  diflance  from  it,  he 

happily ;    and  becaufe  it  was  fent  Judah  before  to  acquaint 

Jn  his  way  to  Egypt,  being  the  Jofeph  with  his  arrival,  and  to 

utmoft  boundary  of  Canaan,  defire  him  to  come  come  to 

towards  the  fouth.     Here  God  him  in  the  land  of  Goihen  ; 

appearing  to  him  again,  bade  where  he  had  promifed  they 

him  not  fear  to  go  down,  for  Chould  be  fettled (i). 


die  would  be  with  him,  and 

(1)  iride  Gen.  xlvL  x— S. 
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stely,  and  give  notice  of  their  arrival  to  PKaraoh,  who   Joftph  ac" 
would>  no  doubt,  have  the  curiofity  to  fend  for  them,  y«««'^ 
and  enquire  after  their  occupation ;  in  which  cafe  he  charg-     ^I^ 
ed  them  ta  tell  him,  that  they,  as  well  as  their  fore-fa- 
thers, were  {hepherds  from  their  youth.    This  was  indeed 
an  occupation  which  the  Egyptians  abominated  ;  but  Jo- 
feph   ufed  this  precaution,    being  afraid,    left  Pharaoh 
ihould  detain  them  in  his  fervice,  inftead  of  fending  them 
into  the  land  of  Goihen,   where  be  was  defirous  they 
ihould  be  placed  (B).     Accordingly,  when  five  of  his  bre- 
thren were  brought  before  the  king,  and  a(ked  what  their 
profeiTion  was ;   they  anfwered  him,  as  Jofeph  had  di- 
re£ted,  adding,  that  the  famine  which  raged  in  Canaan, 
had  forced  them  to  come  with  all  their  cattle  into  Egypt, 
and  begging  that  he  would  permit  them  to  live  in  the 
land  of  Gofhen }  which  requeft  Pharaoh  readily  granted^ 
Jofeph  likewife   prefented  his  father,    who   wiflied  the   Yr.ofFI, 
king  abundance  of  happinefs  ;  and,  being  aiked  how  old        ^4*- 
he  was,  anfwered,  a  hundred  and  thirty.     The  king  ex-   -^"^^  ^^^^ 

frefling  fome   wonder  to  fee  a  man  fo  old  and  in  good       ' 
ealth,  Jacob  added,  that  his  life  had  been^fo  full  of  trou-  jaeob 
ble,  that  he  came  vaftly  fliort  of  the  years  of  his  ancef-  fands  ht* 
tors-     After  this  interview,  Jofeph  conduced  him  and  fon'Pk^ 
his  whole  family  to  the  l^nd  of  Goflien,  where  he  took  ''^^* 
care  to  fupply  them  with  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  famine.     Pharaoh  likewife  ordered 
Jofeph  to  take  charge  of  his  herds,  which  were  put  under  - 
their  care  accordingly. 

Whilft  Jacob  and  his  family  were  maintained  in  peace 
and  plenty  by  the  provident  care  of  his  fon,  the  Egyptians 
iPelt  the  difmal  effciSls  of  the  famine,  which  increafing 
daily  upon  them,  and  Jofeph  felling  his  corn  at  a  high 
rate,  foon  drained  them  of  all  their  money.    Then  they   Th  Egjp^ 
were  reduced  to  fell  their  cattle,  houfes,  land,  and  at  ^^^ns  jell 
length  themfelvcs,  for  fubfiftence.    Thus  be  bought  all   ^^^^^^^'^^ 
their  lands  and  perfons  for  the  king's  ufe,  and  from  that  /gives  far 

(B)  Goihen  was  fituate  be-  tells  us,  that  Pha];aoh  kept  his 
tween  the  Red  Sea  and  the  own  in  that  place.  It  was  fe- 
Nile,  upon  the  borders  of  parate  from  Egypt,  and  there- 
Canaan,  not  far  from  On,  or  fore  fitteft  for  Jacob  and  his  fa- 
Hieropolis,  where  his  chief  mily,  which  would  be  out  of 
habitation  was.  It  was  a  fruit-  all  danger  of  interfering  with 
ful  fpot  of  ground,  and  fit  for  the  Egyptians  (2). 
cattle ;  and  therefore,  Jofephus 

(2)  Vide  Jofeph.  Ant.  lib.  ii.  cap*  7*    Juiv  Merc,  ftal, 
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time,    they  became  flaves  to   the   crown,    except  their 
priefts,  who  had  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  allotted 
them  out  of  the  royal  ftores,  without  being  at  any  ex^* 
Yr.  of  Fl.  pence.     One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that  Jofeph's  zeal  fof 
A  ^*  Ph     ^^  king's  intcreft  carried  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  com-' 
"1704.  '  ^^^  prudence  and  humanity ;  and  that  he  did  not  confider, 
'  -    that  whilft  he  took  fuch,  an  advantage  over  a  ftarving  peo- 
ple, he  raifed  the  king's  power  to  the  degree  of  an  abfolute 
/    tyranny,  under  which  his  family  or  their  pofterity  would 
one  time  or  other  fevetely  groan,  as  they  actually  did. 
And  an       The  text*  as  well  as  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  he  tranfplanted 
iranfplant'   ^\^q  people  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other ;  and 
^ ndoTthe'  ^^^  ^^  miferable  multitude  went  fome  one  way,  and 
kingdom  to   fome  another,  fubmitting  to  any  mifery  rather  than  that 
thi  other,     of  ftarving  ^     However,  in  the  feventh  and  laft  year  of 
fcarcity,  Jofeph  told  them,  that  they  nfight  expeft  a  crbp 
againft  the  next  feafon ;    that  the  Nile  would  overflow, 
and  the  earth  produce  again  as  ufual ;    that  he  would 
diftribute  frefh  lands,  cattle,  and  corn  to  them,  that  they 
might  return  to  their  ufual  tillage  ;   upon  this  condition, 
^hefifik      neverthelefs,  that  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  produft  of  their 
^t^dua  f    ^^"^®  ihculd  from  thenceforth  go  to  the  king,  and  the 
iheir  land    ^^^  ^^  theirs.     The  poor  people  were  glad  to  fubmit  to 
affigned  to    thefe  conditions,  which  were  rauch  better  than  they  pro- 
ike  crown*  bably  expefted.      They   all    fet    about    cultivating   the 
ground  that  was  allotted  them  ;  and  from  that  period  it 
paft  into  a  law,  that  the  fifth  part  of  the  produft  of  the 
whole  land  of  Egypt  fhould  belong  to  the  crown  ;  which 
law  continued  in  force  feveral  centuries,  till  a  new  regu- 
lation and  divifion  was  made.     As  for  the  lands  of  the 
priefts,    we  have   already  obferved  that  they  were   un- 
alienable. 

Whilft  he  was  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  great  fucccfs 

and  policy,  his  family  at  Gofhen,  whom  he  failed  not  to 

vifit  frequently,  wonderfully  increafed,  both  in  children 

and  wealth.     At  length  Jacob,  by  that  time  he  had  lived 

there   feventeen   years,    finding   himfelf   grow  old    and 

feeble,  and  that  his  end  could  not  be  far  off,  fent  for  his 

Jacob's  re*  fon,  and  fpoke  to  him  to  this  purpofe :    **  Though  the 

fuefi  to  JO'  defire  of  feeing  a  fon  fo  dear  to  me  a^  you  are,  raifed  to  the 

A**'  height  of  Egyptian  glory,  joined  to  the  raging  famine 

with  which  our  land  was  vifited,  made   me  willing  to 

come  down  into  this  ftrange  country  ;    yet  Canaan  being 

-t 
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the  mheritance  which  God  promifed  to  Abraham  and  his 

pofterity,  and  where  he  lies  interred  with  my  father  Ifaac, 

and  fome  others  of  our  family,  in   the  ground  which  he 

purchafed  of  the   inhabitants;  mylaft  and  dying  requeft 

to  you  is,  that  you  will  not  fufFer  me  to  be  buried  here,  but 

that  you  will  fwear  to  nje  to  fee  me  carried  to  Machpelah, 

and  there  depofited  with  my  anceflors  :  your  great  power 

with  the  king  of  Egypt  will  eafily  obtain  you  and  me  that 

favour,  which  is  the  laft  I  have  to  afk."     Jofeph  did  not  ^'*'  ®^  ^'* 

make  his  father  wait  long  for  that  fatisfaftion  ;  he  pro-    .       chr 

mifed  and  fwore  to  him,  that  he  would  fulfil  his  defire  ;       \^%fx, 

and  Jacob  bowed  himfelf  upon  the  bed's  head,  in  token  -^ 

of  adoration  and  gratitude  ^ 

Not  long  after  this  tranfaftion,  word  being  brought  to  Jofeph 
Jofeph,  that  his  father  was  dying,  he  went  with  his  two  ^'"'"^•^  ^" 
fons  Manafleh  and  Ephraim,  whom  he  prefented  to  him,  ^^'^  jf^^ 
begging  he  would  give  them  his  blefling  before  he  died. 
Jacob,  at  fight  of  them,  found  his  ftrength,  as  it  were, 
renewed.     He  fat  up  in  his  bed,  and,   addrefling  himfelf 
to   Jofeph,    fpoke  with   fuch  chearfulnefs,    and  in  fuch 
ftrong  and  lively  terms,  as  fhewed  nothing  lefs  than  the 
dotage  or  weaknefs  of  a  dying  old  man.     He  began  with 
recapitulating  all  the  glorious  promifes  which  God  had 
formerly  made  to  him,  concerning  his  numerous  pofte- 
rity's  inheriting  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  concluded  with 
the  death  of  his  dear  Rachel :    "  For  whofe  fake,'  added 
h&,   '*  I  will  now  give  you  a  farther  proof  of  my  afFcftion  :  . 
you  have  two  fons  born  in  thi§   ftrange  land,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  order  of  inheritance,  fhould  have 
only  the  portion  of  grand-children  in  the  divifion  of  the 
Promifed  Land  ;  but,  I  will  do  more  for  them,  and  they 
(hall  from  this  day  be  called  by  my  name,  be  efteemed 
my  fons,  and,  as  heads  of  two  diftinft  tribes,  receive   a  tphram 
double  lot:    thus,    inftead  of  the  tribe  of  Jofeph,  they  and  Ma- 
ihall  be  called  the  two  tribes  of  ManaiTeh  and  Ephraim.  ^^^j^^^' 
But  if  you  have  any  more  fons  after  them,  they  fhall  only  ^^^-^^^  ^-^  jr^ 
have  the  portion  of  grand-children."     He  then  defired  his  raeL 
t'wo  grand-fons  to  be  brought  to  him,  and  Jofeph  placed  the 
eldeft  at  Jacob's  right-hand,  and  the  youngeft  at  his  left : 
but   Jacob,    crofling   his  arms,  laid   his   right  upon  the 
younger,  and  his  left  upon  the  elder  •,    which  pofitionj  Jacob  blef^ 
Jofeph  afcribing  to  a  miftake,  was  going  to  re£l:ify  it ;  but  ^'^  '^'    , 
his   father  told  him,  that  he  afted  by  divine  direftion ;  -fgrg^l^g 

tlder* 
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and,  in  blcffing  the  lads,  he  not  only  preferred  Ephraifli 
to  Manafleh,  but  gave  him  much  the  larger  and  nobler 
blefling  8. 

Ifrael  now  finding  himfelf  enfeebled,  and  his  death 
approaching,  refolved  to  confecr?ite  his  few  remaining 
hours  in  foretelling  to  his  fons,  whom  he  had  gathered 
about  him,  what  fliould  happen ,  to  them  in  the  latter 
days  ;  and  prophefied  to  this  efFeft  : 
Jacobs  **  Reuben,  thou  art  my  firft-born,  and  was  once  the 

buffing  to     firft-frults  of  my  might,  and  my  ftrength  ;    and,  as  fuch, 
hts  twelve  ^^ft  entitled  to  the  right  of  primogeniture,  the  heft  por- 
Reben        ^^^^  ^^  ^^  inheritance,  to  the  dignity  of  the  priefthood, 
and  the   fupreme  authority  over  thy  brethren  :    but  all 
thefe  prerogatives,  like  the  unliable  waters  that  pafs  and 
*  return  no  more,  are  gone  from  thee ;    becaufe  thou,  lit- 
tle regarding  the  facred  character  of  thy  father's  bed, 
didft   defile   it,  and, alienate   it   from  me**.     For  which 
crime,  though  thou  continue  ftill  to  be  a  tribe  in  Ifrael, 
yet  thou  fhalt  ever  be  far  inferior  to  the  reft  of  thy  bre- 
thren, in  number,  wealth,  and  ftrength. 
i^mtm  and      **  Simeon,  or  Levi  might  have  fucceeded  to  the  right 
l^ivu  qI  primogeniture,  which  their  brother's  inceft  has  juftly 

deprived  him  of,  had  they  not  proved  fuch  inftruments  of 
treacherous  cruelty.  May  my  foul  be  for  ever  preferved 
from  fuch  bloody  counfels,  and  my  honour  unftained  from 
their  horrid  guilt !  for  the  fiercenefs  of  their  anger  hurried 
them  to  commit  murder ;  and  the  impetuofity  of  their 
fury  made  them  break  through  all  obftacles  that  oppofed 
them.  Curfed  be  their  fury,  for  it  was  violent ;  and 
their  malice,  for  it  was  inhuman  !  This  cruel  difpofition 
of  theirs  forces  me  to  divide  their  tribes,  that  they  may 
never  be  rejoined  in  Ifrael  *."  iThen  cafting  his  eyes  09 
Judah,  he  thus  proceeded  ; 
y,iidah.  *^  Judah,  thy  name  fignifies  praife  ;    and  accordingly^ 

thou  (halt  have  the  praife  of  all  thy  brethren.  They  fhail 
fall  proftrate  before  thee,  as  before  their  king  and  fove- 
reign,  and  thine  enemies  ftiall  be  forced  to  fubmit  their 
necks  to  thy  yoke.  Like  a  young  lion  fhall  my  fon  fall 
upon  his  prey,  and  like  an  old  lion,  or  a  fierce  lionefs, 
ready  to  rufti  upon  it :  who  fliall  dare  to  roufe  him  up  ? 
The  fceptre  fliall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  the  law- 
giver from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  be  come,  and 

8  Gen.  xlviii.  per  t'ot.  *  Gen^  XXXY.  iz.    Vide  Munft. 

in  ioc.  i  Gen.  xlix<  5,  5,  7, 

the 
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the  people  be  gathered  tinto  him  (C)  :  his  portion  fhall 
abound  with  fuch  fertile  vineyards,  fruitful  trees,  and 
pafture-grounds,  that  he  fhall  tie  his  afs  to  the  vine  and 
palm-tree,  and  wafli  his  garments  in  the  juice  of  the 
grape,  and  his  teeth  with  the  milk  of  his  kine  '^(D). 

"  Zebulun's  dwellings  fhall  fpread   themfelves  along  Zehulun. 
the  borders  of  the  fea ;  and  he  fhall  flretch  the  number  of 
his  commodious  havens  as  far  as  the  city  of  Zidon  *. 

•*  Machar,  like  a  ^flrong  but  indolent  afs,  fhall  choofe  IJfachar^ 
to  carry  burdens  in  the  midft  of  his  brethren,  rather  than 
be  deprived  of  his  beloved  eafe,  in  the  pleafant  land  of 
his  inheritance,  and  prefer  fervitude  and  tribute  before 
the  fatigues  of  war  and  conqueft  V* 

ic  Gen.  xlix.  8,  &  feq.        I  Gen.  xlix.  13.        ta  Gen.  Xlix.  14* 


(C)  The  difputes  about  the 
meaning  of  this  prophecy  are 
cndlefs,  and,  in  all  probability, 
its  obfcurities  will  never  be 
cleared  up  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
the  different  enquirers.  The 
Jews  difagree  among  themfelves 
about  the  fignification  of  the 
word  mechokek,  which  is 
tranilated  IcFwgiver,  As  to 
the  word  Shiloh,  though  it  be 
generally  fuppofed  to  mean 
the  Meffiah  ;  yet  as  to  its  ori- 
ginal fignification,  there  is  no 
fmall  controverfy.  St.  Jerom 
reads  it  Ihaloach,  from  fha- 
lach,  to  fend 'y  ofhers  derive  it 
from  (halah,  to  he  peaceable  ; 
and  underfland  by  Ihiloh,  a 
peace -maker.  One  critic  takes 
the  word  (hiloh  to  fignify  the 
end^  and  the  fenfe  of  the  words 
to  be,  "  that  from  the  time 
the  fceptre  comes  into  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  it  will  continue  in  it, 
till  that  trib^  be  at  an  end  ;'* 
but  his  opinion  has  been  con- 
futed by  Monf.  Saurin,  in  an 


elaborate  difcourfe  on  that  fub* 
jedl.  Another  modern  author 
tells  us,  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
rived from  fhulah,  to  fatigue ^ 
he  tired^  f^ff^f^  and  alludes  t6 
the  fufferings  of  the  Melliah  : 
but,  without  fatiguing  our 
readers  any  farther,  the  mofl 
probable  fenfe  of  the  word,  if 
the  change  of  a  letter  be  al- 
lowed, will  be  that  of  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  Onkelos,  and  others^ 
who  read  it,  fhelo,  that  is,  to 
fwhom  it  belongs.  The  fenfe 
of  it,  therefore,  muflbe,  "  that 
the  fceptre  fhall  not  depart 
from  Judah,  until  the  right 
owner,  ftielo,  or  he  to  whom 
it  belongs,  makes  his  appear- 
ance in  the  world  ( i  ).*' 

(D)  The  country  affigned  to 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  verified  the 
predidion  exactly,  being  a  fer- 
tile fpot,  abounding  in  vine- 
yards and  fruit-trees^  and  af- 
fording excellent  paflure  for 
cattle. 


(1)  Hieron.  Quaeft.  Hebr.  Mercer,  &  aU  Le  Clerc  in 
Comm.  Pentat^  in  loc.  Gouffet*  Onom.  Ling.  Hebr.  Calm,  fub 
voce  Shilo. 

T  2  From 
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From  the  fix  fons  of  Leah,  Jacob  paffed  to  thofe  ©f 
Bilhah,  Rachel's  maid.  He  began  with  intimating,  that 
the  fons  of  the  handmaids  fhould  have  the  fame  privileges 
with  thofe  of  the  miftrefles,  and  be  heads  and  judges  of  their 

Dan,  ^'wn  tribes.     Then  alluding  tcJ  the  name  of  Dan,  a  judge» 

he  declared,  **  that  he  fliould  judge  his  people,"  that  is,  his 
own  tribe,  like  the  reft  of  the  twelve  ;  and  **  th«t  like  a 
ferperit  hid  in  the  highway,  or  a  viper  in  the  fand,  which 
doth  not  openly  aflault  its  enemy,  but  bites  him  by  the 
heel,  fo  Dan  fhould  overcome  more  by  policy  and  ftrata- 
gem,  than  by  valour  and  open  force."  **  Gad,"  conti- 
nued he,  ^*  {hall  be  often  mfefted  by  bands  of  robbers, 
and  plunderers  j  but  he  (hall  conquer  them  at  laft  "." 

AJher*  **  Aflier's  portion  fhall  make  him  happy ;  it  fliall  abound 

with  excellent  corn  and  oil  5  the  bread  and  dainty  meats 
that  fhall  be  made  of  them,  fhall  be  fit  fora  king's  table'." 

l^aphtalu .  "  Naphtali  is  like  a  large  tree,  well  fpread,  or  having 
grafts,  which  fhoot  out  pleafant  branches  ;"  or,  according 
to  our  Englifhverfion,  "  Naphtali,  like  a  hind  newly  et 
caped,  or  let  loofe,  fliall  excel  his  brethren  in  fwiftnefs, 
and  be  remarkable  for  the  fweetnefs  of  his  eloquence  p." 
•  Thefe  four  lafl  were  the  fons  of  the  two  handmaids, 
from  whom  he  paffed  with  a  feeming  joy  to  thofe  of  his 
beloved  Rachel  ;  and  Jofeph,  whofe  turn  came  next, 
heard  his  bleffmg  pronounced  in  the  moft  pompous  and 
endearing  terms, 

Jofeph.  "  Jofeph,"  faid  the  good  old  father,    "  fhall  increafe 

daily  more  and  more,  as  his  name  doth  emphatically  im* 
ply.  His  beauty  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  fair-fex ;  the 
damfels  ran  upon  the  walls  to  fee  him  (P)."  Or,  accord- 
ing to  our  verfion,  he  fhall  multiply  like  a  fruitful  bough 
planted  by  a  well-fide,  whofe  branches  run  up  and  fpread 
againft  the  wall.  *^  Men  armed  with  the  poifofted  darts  of 
rancour  and  envy,  have  caufcd  him  a  world  of  woe  ;  his 
ruin  would  have  been  unavoidable,  had  not  the  Almighty, 


«  Gen.  xlix.  19. 


Ibid.  ver.  20. 


P  Ibid.  ver.  «i. 


(P)  The  original  has  hen 
ferath^  which  if  derived  from 
the  root  para^  he  has  fruBificdy 
as  fome  do,  the  fenfe  will  be, 
Jofeph  is  a  fruitful  /on  ;  and 
then  the  word  hanoth^  daugh- 
ters^ mufl  be  underllood  figu- 
ratively of  the  branches  that 
run  along  the  wall ;    but  we 


rather  choofe  to  derive  the 
word  ixom  paar^  to  make^  or  he 
beautiful  \  and  then  the  literal 
fenfe  will  be,  Jofepb  is  a/on  of 
beauty  ;  the  daughters  ran  upon 
the  Tvalls  to  fee  him.  And  thii 
reading  has  by  far  the  niofl 
followers. 


m 
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in  whom  he  trufted,  proved  his  ftrong  fhield  and  defence, 
broken  his  bonds  from  off  his  arms  (Q^),  and  brought 
him  out  of  prifon,  to  be  a  father  and  proteftor  to  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael ;  for  this  the  Lord,  even  the  God  of  thy 
father,  fhall  blefs  thee  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  with 
the  fatnefs  of  the  earth,  with  the  fruit  of  the  womb,  a 
numerous  pofterity,  and  the  fruit  of  the  breafl,  and  plenty 
of  ali  forts  of  cattle.  May  all  the  bleffings  promifed  to 
me,  and  to  my  forefathers,  be  doubled  upon  Jofeph's 
head,  even  upon  his  crowned  head  (R) ;  may  they  out- 
top  and  out-ftretch  the  everlafting  mountains,  and  prove 
to  him  more  fruitful  and  laftiiig  than  they  ^!" 

Benjamin,  the  laft  of  all  Jacob's  fons,  who  had  been    Benjamin0 
fo  great  a  favourite  of   the  father,  probably  expefted  a 
fuitable  bleffing  from  him  \  but  whether  it  were  that  Ja- 
cob faw  no  extraordinary  merit  or  happinefs  attending  his 
tribe  ;  or  that  its  being  afterwards  blended  with  that  of 

^  Gen.  xlix.  ver.  »i,  &  feq. 


(  Q^j  Our  EngliQi  yerfion 
jmd  feme  others  render  this 
vcrfe  thus :  *•  but  his  bow 
abode  in  flrength,  and  the 
arms  of  his  hands  were  made 
ftrong;"  but  this  interpreta- 
tion is  fomething  forced.  The 
literal  fenfe  runs  thus  :  '*  but 
he  continued  in  the  ftrength 
of  his  bow ;  and  the  bands  of 
his.  arms  (not  weapons,  but 
the  arms  of  his  body),  japhufu, 
^Hverf  not  Jlrengthened^  as  it  is 
there  rendered,  but,  accord- 
ing to  the  literal  Hebrew,  hro^ 
ken^  /cattered;  applicable  to 
his  fetters,  in  which  fenfe  the 
Septuagint,  Vulgate,  Chal- 
dee,  &c.  have  taken  it. 

(R)  We  have  here  likewife 
ventured  to  depart  from  the 
Engliih  verfion,  nazir  achauf, 
him  that  ivc^s  feparate  from  his 
hrothers ;  for  though  the  verb 
nazar  fignifies  to  feparate^ 
whence  the  word  Nazarite 
fcomes  ;  and  Jofeph  was  really 


feparated    from    his   brethren 
when  he  was  fold  into  Egypt  j 
yet  it  is  not  probable,  that  Ja- 
cob would  have  couched  fo  bar- 
barous and  unnatural  an  a£tion 
in  fuch  foft  terms,  when  the 
original  abounds    with    terms 
that  are  more  expreffive ;  be- 
lides,  nazar  doth   rather  ligni- 
fy  a  feparating  upon  a  religious 
account :  it  is  therefore  more 
probable,    that    he    ufed   the 
word    nazir,    which    fignifies 
crovjned^  iji  allufion  to  the  fu- 
perintendents    of    the    king's 
houfhold,    in   all    the   eaftern 
empires,  who  were  called  na» 
zirs,  and  probably  wore  fome 
kind   of  diadem    about    their 
heads,    by  way  of  diftindlion 
and  grandeur.     This  fenfe  will 
be  more  agreeable  likewife  to 
the     folemn     and      pompous 
fiyle,  which  the  patriarch  ufes 
throughout  all  Jofeph's  bleil^ 
ing(i).. 


(i)  Vid.  Calmet  Hift.  Old  Teft.  in  loc.  &  Au^.  ab  cocitat. 
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Judah,  would  make  it  (hare  in  a^l  its  bleffings,  he  con-^ 
tented  himfelf  with  defcribinghim  by  his  fierce  and  warlike 
difpofition,  who,  wolf-lik^,  fliould  flied  the  blood  of  hij 
enemies,  and  in  the  evening  divide  their  fpoil. 

Ifrael  having  thus  pronounced  his  prophetical  bleffirig  to 
every  tribe,  reminded  them,  efpecially  Jofeph,  that  they 
(hould  bury  him  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  ;  and  they  hav- 
ing renewed  their  promife  to  him,  he  "laid  himfelf  again 
in  his  bed,  where  he  foon  after  expired,  being  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-feven  years  of  age,  feventeen  of  which  he 
had  fpent  in  Egypt,  in  the  land  of  Gofhen. 
Yr,  of  FL       Here  Jofeph,    wlio  had  hitherto  fupprefled  his  grief, 
659-        began  to  give  it  full  vent ;  he  fell  upon  his  dead  father; 
!r«  bathed  his  face  with  tears,  and  expreffed  all  the  filial  for- 

^*  row  that  fuch  a  lofs  could  infpire ;  at  length,  remember- 
ing his  dying  cliarge,  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  embalm-? 
ed,  and  made  all  other  preparations  for  his  funeral.  The 
Egyptians,  on  their  part,  mourned  for  him  as  long  as  the 
procefs  of  his  embalming  lifted,  namely,  feventy  days  5- 
the  ceremony  of  which  was  performed  in  the  manner  we 
have  defcribed  in  a  former  chapter. 

His  mourning  rendering  him  unfit  to  appear  at  court, 
he  begged  fome  of  Pharaoh's  officers  to  acquaint  his  fo-^ 
vereign  with  his  father's  death,  and  with  his  laft  com-! 
mands;  who  made  no  difficulty  to  grant  his  favourite's 
juft  requefl,  and  ordered  moreover  the  chief  officers  of 
his  houfhold,  and  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  to  ac- 
company the  funeral  pomp.  All  Jacob's  family  likewife 
attended  it,  none  fl^ymg  behind  but  their  wives  and  little 
ones.  The  cavalcade  confifled  of  a. great  number  of  char 
riots,  and  a  vaft  multitude  of  men  011  horfeback.  A$ 
foon  as  they  had  crofTed  the  river  Jordan,  and  were  en- 
tered into  the  land  of  Canaan,  they  made  a  halt  of  feven 
fdays  at  the  threfhing-floor  of  A  tad,  and  there  performed 
a  funeral  ceremony,  which  induced  the  Canaanites  to  call 
the  place  Abel-Mi zraim,  or  the  mourning  of  the  Egyptians, 
Thence  they  continued  their  march,  till  they  arrived  at 
Machpelah,  where  Ifrael'sfons  depofited  him  in  the  cave, 
and  then  returned  to  Egypt  with  the  refl  of  the  company. 
It  was  at  this  period  that  Jofeph's  brethren,  flill  dread- 
ing his  refentment,  fent  a  humble  meflage  to  acquaint 
him,  that  it  was  their  father's  ^arnefl  requelt,  that  he 
would  forget  all  paft  injuries,  and  flJU  grant  them  his 
proteftion.  Jofeph  could  not  refrain  from  tears,  whilft 
the  meflTenger  fpoke.  He  fent  immediately  for  his 
l>rethren|  and  received  them  with  the  fame  affedion  a^ 

he 
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he  had  flicwn  them  when  Jacob  was  alive.  He  excufed 
and  comforted  them,  and  gave  them  fuch  frefh  aflurances  • 
of  his  future  love  and  protection,  that  they  went  joyfully 
home  to  their  families,  though  probably  very  much 
amazed  at  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul,  a  virtue  to  which  they 
themfelves  feem  to  have  been  utter  ftrangers. 

Jofeph,  who  outlived  his  father  about  fixty  years,  find    Yr.  of  Fl» 
ing  his  death  approaching,  fent  for  his  brethren,  and  told       713- 
them  with  the  fame  prophetic  fpirit  that  had  illuminated  -^"^^  ^^^* 
Jacob,  that  God  would,  according  to  his  promife,  bring  ^^' 

their  pofterity  out  of  Egypt  into  the  land  of  Canaan  :  he 
charged  them  therefore  not  to  bury  him  in  Gofhen,  but 
to  lay  his  body  in  a  coffin,  to  depofit  it  in  fome  fecure 
place,  and  to  carry  it  away  with  them,  and  inter  it  in  the 
fpot  of  ground  which  Jacob  had  given  him  by  his  laft 
will.  He  gave  up  the  ghoft  foon  after  *",  and  his  brethren 
took  care  to  fulfil  his  laft  requeft,  having  firft  caufed  his 
body  to  be  embalmed,  after  the  manner  of  the  Egyptians. 
The  fequel  of  the  ftory  fliews  how  punctually  their  pofte^ 
rity  performed  the  latter  part  of  his  will,  taking  his  body 
with  them,  and  burying  it  in  the  place  which  be  bad  apr 
pointed  (S).  He  was  one  hundred  and  ten  years  old 
when  he  died,  having  continued  eighty  years  at  that  pin- 
nacle of  grandeur,  to  which  he  had  been  raifed  by  PhaT 
jraoh,  or  rather  by  his  own  great  wifdom  and  merit. 

r  Gen.  xlix.  ad  fin. 

(S)  The  Talmudifts  and  o-  long  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  Huffed 

ther  rabbles  have  added  a  great  with  many  fabulous    circumr 

number  of  fabulous  and  abfurd  fiances,  which  the  eaflern  peor 

fiories  to  this  great  patriarch's  pic  have  flill    more  enlarged 

life,  which  we  ftiall  not  trouble  upon.      The     Mahommedans 

our  readers    with ;    but  only  pretend  to  have  feveral  book9 

add,  upon  the  teftimony  of  St.  of  his  amours  with  Zeleikah, 

Jerom,  that  the  [fraelites  raif-  Pharaoh^s  daughter,  his  mafler 

ed  a  mod  noble  monument  to  Potiphar's  wite,    which    they 

Jofeph's  memory,  which   was  make  ufe  of  to  kindle  the  love 

ilill  to  be  feen  in  his  days.     It  of  God  in  their  hearts,  it  be- 

Hood  in  Sechem,  in  the  field  ing   among   them,    what   the 

which  Jacob  bought  of  Hamor,  Canticles  are  with   the    Jews 

;ind  afterwards  gave  to  him  ;  and  Chriftians,  that  is,  an  aU 

in  which  Jofeph  was  a^ually  legory  of  the  love  of  God  and 

buried.     Mahommed,    in   his  a  pious  foul  (2), 
JCorau,    farat  xii.    gives  us  a 

(a)  Vide  Hieron.  Qn.  Hebr.  in  Genef.  Jo(h.  xxiv.  %%,  Vide 
Marac.  Notes  on  the  Alcoran.  Herbel.  Diftion.  in  the  word  Jou- 
!(buph, 

T  4  fo 
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In  what  manner  the  Ifraelites,  after  the  death  of  their 
great  patron,  and  prot^£l:or,  became  by  degrees  as  dread- 
ful and  odious  to  the  Egyptians,  as  they  incrcafed  in  num-r 
ber  and  power,  till  they  were  at  length  brought  under 
^  pioil  cruel  flayery,  will  be  feen  in  the  next  fe£lion.    . 


The  great 
increafe  of 
the  Ifrael" 
ites  in 


SECT.    VI. 

The  Hijiory  of  the  Jews^  from  the  Beginning  of  their 
Egyptian  Bondage^  to  their  Entrance  into  the  Land 
cf  Canaan. 

np  H  E  Ifraelites  in  Egypt  increafed  fo  prodigioufly  both 
*  in  number  and  ftrength,  as  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of 
the  natives,  Jong  before  they  departed  from  that  country, 
Indeed  if  we  confider,  ihat  the  feventy  fouls,  which  came 
down  with  Jacob,  were  multiplied,  as  Mofes  tells  us,  to 
fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  from  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards, all  able  to  bear  arms  ^  \  befides  thofe  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  old  men  from  fixty  to  a  hundred,  and  up-* 
wards,  for  they  lived  even  much  longer;  and  women, 
which  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have  been  at  leaft 
as  numerous  as  the  men  :  I  fay,  if  we  confider  this  won- 
derful increafe  (which,  in  a  proportionate  and  moderate 
computation,  allowing  them  to  have  brought  feventy 
wives  with  thern,  the  utmoft  that  can  be  fuppofed,  will 
be  as  140  to  280,000,  that  is,  as  20,000  to  i),  we  (hall 
not  wonder  at  Egypt's  fearing,  left  they  fliould  in  a  (hort 
tirne  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  kingdom  (T),     JIow^ 


ever 


^  Nurab.  i.  46. 


I 


(T)  St.  Auftin  thinks,  that 
this  prodigious  increafe  of  the 
Ifraelites  was  nlrogether  mira- 
culous ;  in  which  particular 
many  of  the  Jews  agree  with 
him.  A  ben  Ezra  tells  us,  -that 
they  brought  forth  three  or 
four  at  every  birth  ;  and  affirnis, 
that  a  woman  may  bring  forth 
as  far  as  feven  children  at  once. 
Trogus  fays,  that  in  Egypt 
the  women  were  fometimes  de- 
livered of  feven  children  at 
pjipe^     According  to  Simler's 


computation,  feventy  perfons, 
if  they  beget  a  child  every 
year,  will  in  thirty  years,  have 
above  two  thoufand  children, 
of  which  admit  that  one  third, 
part  only  comes  to  procreate, 
in  thirty  years  more  they  vt/\\\ 
amount  ro  nine  thoufand ;  the 
third  part  of  it  will,  in  thirty 
years  more,  be  multiplied  to 
forty-five  thoufand  ;  according 
to  which  moderate  calculation, 
in  two  hundred  and  ten  years, 
the  whole  amount  will  be,  at 
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ever,  it  is  not  cafy  to  fix  the  time  when  their  bondage  be- 
gan,   nor  how  long  they  had  groaned  under  it,    when 
Mofes  was  born  ;  fure  it  is,  that  even  before  that  time, 
they  began  to  be  more  and  more  cruelly  oppreffed  by  the 
Egyptians,  who  had  many  caufes  of  hatred  againft  this 
people  (U).     But  the  main,  and  indeed  fufficient  motive.  They  an 
mentioned  in   the  text,  was  their  being  grown   fo  nu-  hated  by 
merous,  that  in  cafe  of  a  war,  they  might  join  the  enemy,  '^'  ^iyP' 
and  help  to  drive  the  Egyptians  out  of.  the  land  ^.     This  yT'of  Fl 
laft  confideration  made  fuch  an  impreffion   upon  them,        y^^. 
thiit  they  refolved  to  weaken  them  by  degrees,  by  hard  Ante  Chr. 
labours,  taxes  (Xj,  and  all  kind  of  oppreffion.  »573* 

This 

c  £xod.  1.  9, 10. 


|eaft,  two  millions  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixty  thoufand.  If, 
therefore,  there  was  any  thing 
miraculous  or  extraordinary, 
it  was  that  they  (hould  be  able 
to  multiply  at  that  rate,  not- 
withilanding  their  hard  la- 
bours, and  cruel  bondage  (3). 

(U)  Such  as  their  contempt 
of  all  nations  but  their  own ; 
their  hatred  of  the  Ifraelites, 
both  as  fhepherds,  and  as  He- 
brews, who  killed  and  lived 
upon  thofe  beafts  that  were 
worfhipped  in  Egypt ;  the  great 
difference  of  religion,  envy  to 
fee  them  fo  fuccefsful,  and 
emulation. 

(X)  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  original  words  fare 
maffim,  which  we  tranflate 
tajk-mafteri^  properly  fignify 
tax-gatherers ;  the  burdens  are 
mentioned  afterwards  under 
another  name ;  fo  that  they 
laid  heavy  tributes  upon  them 
to  impovcrifli,  and  heavy  bur- 
dens to  weaken  them.  Philo 
tells  U8,  that  they  were  made 
to  carry  burdens  above  their 
ftrength,   and. to  work  night 


and  day  ;  that  they  were  forced 
to  be  workers  and  fervers;  that 
they  were  employed  in  brick- 
^laking,  digging,  and  build- 
ing ;  that  if  any  of  them  drop* 
ped  dead  under  their  burdens, 
they  were  not  fuffered  to  bury 
them.  Jofephus  fays,  more- 
over, that  they  were  compelled 
to  dig  trenches  and  ditches; 
to  drain  rivers  into  channels;  to 
wall  towns,  cafting  up  dykes 
and  banks  to  keep  off  inunda- 
tions ;  nay,  to  erc6l  fantaftical 
pyramids ;  that  they  were  o- 
Higed  to  learn  feveral  labo- 
rious trades,  and  confined  to 
perpetual  labour.  Another  au- 
thor obferves,  that  in  order* to 
render  them  more  odious  to  the 
Egyptians,  they  were  con- 
flraincd  to  go  differently  ap- 
parelled. But,  without  troub- 
ling ourfelves, farther  than  with 
what-  Mofes  tells  us,  we  fliall 
find  their  work  hard  enough. 
They  were  forced  to  work  in 
clay  and  brick,  and  compelled 
at  length  to  go  and  feek  for 
flubbleinftead  of  ftraw,  without 
the  leail  diminution'  of  their 


(3)  Vide  Aug.  de  Civit.  lib.xviii.  cap.  7«  Aben  £zr.  ap.  Munft. 
\^  loc.  pelican.  4c  al. 

talks, 


T/ieir  cruel 
boitdage* 


Yr.  of  Fl. 

^    775- 
Ante  Chr. 
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This  perfecution  began  under  the  reign  of  a  new  king% 
who  knew  not  Jofeph  (D),  or  had  forgot  the  great  fer- 
vices,  which  that  minifter  had  done  both  the  crown  and 
nation  of  Egypt.  When  he  found  by  the  experience  of 
ten  years,  at  leafb,  that  neither  the  hardlhips  he  laid  upon 
them,  nor  all  the  cruelties  which  his  officers  and  people 
ufcd  towards  them,  could  prevent  their  multiplying  as 
faft  as  ever  s,  he  fent  for  the  two  chief  Hebrew  mid  wives, 
Shephrah  and  Puah  (E),  and  ftriftly  charged  them  that^ 
when  they  performed  their  office  to  the  Hebrew  women, 
they  fhould  deflroy  all  the  males,  and  let  the  females 
take  their  chance.  But  thefe  women,  who  feared  God, 
and  abhorred  fuch  a  cruel  office,  neglefted  the  king's 
commands,  and  faved  all  the  children  that  were  born, 
males,  as  well  as  females.  Pharaoh,  extremely  provoked 
at  their  difobedience,  commanded  them  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and,  in  a  threatening  tone,  afked  how  they 
dared  to  difobey  his  orders  ?  The  women  had  not  their 
anfwer  to  feek.  They  readily  told  him,  that  the  Hebrew 
women  did  not,  like  the  Egyptian  females,  want  a  mid- 
wife to  deliver  them,  being  lufty  and  l^rong,  bringing 
forth,  like  the  beafts  of  the  forefts,  without  any  afliftance ; 
fo  that  the  children  were  born  before  they  (the  midwives) 
could  reach  their  places  of  abode.  Mofes  tells  us,  that  the 
piety  and  mercy  of  thefe  good  women  did  not  pafs  unre* 
warded,  for  God  bleffed  them  with  a  numerous  pofterity, 
a  reward  bell  fuited  to  the  temper  of  that  carnal  people. 
Pharaoh,  finding  that  thefe  private  direftions  proved  in- 
e£Fe£lual,  refolved  to  aft  more  openly  againft  the  Ifraelites, 
and  to  make  the  parents  become  the  executioners  of  their 


'Exod.i.  8. 

taiks,  of  which  if  they  chanced 
to  fall  (hort,  their  overfeers 
were  feverely  beaten. 

(D)  Who  this  king  was, 
the  learned  have  not  been  able 
certainly  to  difcover ;  ail  their 
labours  on  this  fubje6t  amount 
to  no  more  than  conjedures, 
everyone  of  which  contradidts 
another ;  and  all  of  them  are 
clogged  with  fuch  difficulties 
and  objedtions,  as  we  cannot 
pretend  to    furmount.      The 


s  Exod.  ].  pair. 

reader  may  confult  on  this 
head  Eufeb.  Hieron.  Chronic. 
Udier.fub  A.M.  2427.  Shuck- 
ford,  Connect,  vol.  ii.  p.  206. 
Jof.  Ant.  lib.  ii.  cap,  9,  Gc« 
nebrard.  Chronogr.  p.  i  u  fub 
A.  M. 2660. 

(E)  Though  Mofes  men* 
tions  but  two  midwives^  yet 
we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  they 
could  fuffice  for  fuch  a  vaft 
number  of  women. 
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own  children.     To  this  end  he  liTued  out  an  order,  under  Th  IfraeU 
the  fevered  penalties,  that  every  Hebrew  male  child  that  *^^'  ^»«»- 
was  born,  fhould  be  caft   into  the  Nile,  and   that  none  ^^"^^^  *^ 
but  the  females  fhould  be  fuffered  to  live;  by  which  de-  their chiU 
cree  the  people  faw  themfelves  obliged  either  to  drown  drm* 
their  own  children,  or  to  fee  them  drowned  by  the  Egyp- 
tians, as  foon   as.  they  were  difcovered,  and  themfelves 
feverely  punifhed  for  not  obeying  the  king's  edift.     Such 
a  cruel  command  could  not  but  produce  the  greateft  con- 
fternation  among  the  afflidted  Ifraelites,  too  prone  natur- 
ally to  defpond  and  diftruft  God's  promifes.  But  the  Divine 
Providence,  whofe  defigns  could  not  be  fruftrated,  either  • 
by  the  private  artifices,  or  open  violence   of  the  king  of 
Egypt,  made  this  tyrant  the  inftrument   of  bringing   up 
that  very  child  whom  he  defigned  to  be  the  deliverer  of 
his  people  ^. 

Amram,  the  fon   of  Kohath,  and  grand-fon  of  Levi, 
had  married  Jochebed,   the   daughter  of  Levi,   his  own 
aunt  (F),  by  whom  he  had  two  children  before  the  king's 
cdift,  viz.  Miriam  and   Aaron  *  ;  but  Mofes,  not   being  Yr.  of  FL 
born  till  fome  time  after  the  promulgation  of  it,  and  he        777' 
proving  a  lovely  and  beautiful  child,  the  parents  felt  a      ^^^  ^^^^ 
more  than  ordinary  reluftancy  to  obey  the  cruel  ordinance,       '^^'' 
fo  that  they  ventured  to  keep  him   privately   during  the  Mofes  is 
fpace  of  three  months,  till,  at  laft,  fearing   the  extrei^e  born^ 
danger  of  a  difcovery,    which  would   have  proved   fatal  and  con^ 
both    to  the   child  and   themfelves,    they   were  forced,  ^^^^^^'^'''^ 
though  with  the  utmoft   regret,  to  expofe  him  like  the  * 

reft.  Accordingly,  they  inclofed  him  in  a  fmall  ark  of 
bulruihesy  or  rather  of  the  flags  of  the  tree  of  which  the 
Egyptians  made  their  paper  ^^  and  committing  him  to  the  andexpof' 

mercy  of  the  waves,  left  Miriam,  his  fifter,  who  was  then  tdtotht 

common 

^  Gregor.  lib.  viii.  ^4oral.  lExod.  vi.  ao.  k  Jof.  •'^^'* 

Antiq.  lib.  ii.cap.  9. 

(F)   We  have  ventured  to  bidden  in    the  Levitical  law. 

call  Jochebed  Amram's  aunt.  For  though  the  word  dod,  in 

though  the  Septuaginr,    Vul-  the  original,  fometimes  figni- 

gate,  and,  after   them,    many  fies  an   uncle^s  fon^  and  dodah, 

learned  expofitors,  both  papifts  an  uncle's  daughter^    or  coujin^ 

and  proteftants,  have  thought  german  ;     yet,    feeing     Mofes 

that  (he  was  no  more  than  his  tells  us,  that  (he  was  born  un- 

uncle  Kohath's  daughter,    and  to  Levi,   and  accordingly  calls 

confequently   his    coufin-ger-  her  Amram's  aunt  in  another 

man,  becaufe  the  marriage  of  place,  we  thought  we  might 

jin  auf^t  was   afterwards  for«  f^fely  give  her  that  name. 

'    ;ibout 
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atout  nine  or  ten  years  of  age,  at  a  convenient  diftance,  to 
watch,  and  fee  what  would  become  of  the  infant.  The 
reeds  and  flags,  with  which  that  river  abounds,  foon  ftop* 
ped  the  cradle  from  being  carried  by  the  current :  and  here 
it  was*  that  God  fent  him  a  happy  deliverer  from  all  fu- 
ture dangers,  on  account  of  the  king's  edift.  This  was 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  being  come  to  the  river,  with  a 
defign  to  bathe,  fpied  the  ark  as  flie  was  walking  along 
the  fliorc.  Her  curiofity  induced  her  to  fend  fome  of  her 
mnd taken  retinue  to  fetch  it ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  her  fur- 
"^^  prize,  at  the  fight  of  fo  beautiful  a  child,  was   fucceeded 

by  an  irrefiflible  love  and  compaffion.  She  immediately 
concluded  that  it  was  the  child  of  fome  of  thofe  unfortu- 
nate Hebrews  who  groaned  under  her  father's  heavy 
thraldom  ;  her  pity  told  her  that  fo  lovely  a  boy  deferved 
a  better  fate,  and  that  it  was  her  duty,  fince  chance  had 
thus  thrown  him  in  her  way,  at  any  rate  to  fave  him  from 
the  common  ruin. 
smJBrought  Providence,  which  conduced  the  whole  fcene,  infpired 
•^^  ^^^'  her  with  the  defign  to  have  him  educated  as  her  own  fon, 
dmsEhUr,  *"^>  ^^  ^^^  fame  time,  impelled  young  Miriam  to  ap- 
proach theprincefs,  andoflFer  herfelf  to  fetch  a  Hebrew 
nurfe  to  fuckle  the  foundling.  She  had  no  fooner  ob- 
tained this  permiffion,,  than  (he  flew,*  with  all  imaginable 
joy,  to  call  the  mournful  Jochebed,  who  came  and  re- 
ceived the  dear  infant  from  the  hands  of  the  princefs,  and 
with  him  anexprefs  order  to  take  the  fame  care  of  him  as 
if  he  were  her  own.  As  ihe  did  not  know  the  child's 
real  name,  (he  gave  him  that  of  Mofes,  feeing  fhe  had 
drawn  him  out  of  the  water  (G) ;  and  having  promifed 
the  nurfe  an  ample  reward  for  her  care  of  him,  the  joyful 

(G}  Mofes  is  here  thought  likely  that  the  word  mofeh  is 

to  have  hebraized  his    name,  derived  from  the  Hebrew  maf- 

in  order  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  fab,    which   lignifies   to  i/raw 

the  Egyptian  appellation, which  outy  and  is  taken  in  that  fenfe 

had  been  given  him  by  Pha-  by  the  Pfalmifl,  Pf.  xviii.  17. 

raoh's   daughter.      The  word  **  He  fliall   draw   me    out  of 

mo,  ormou,  in    the  Egyptian  many    waters;"    which    verb 

tongue,  according  to  Jofephus,  might  probably  be  common  to 

fignjiQes   water^    anU  yfes,    or  the    Hebrew     and     Egyptian 

ifes,    fignifics  prcfcr^ved-j,    and  tongues,    both   in   found  -aiid 

.  fo  Mo-yfes,  one  preferred  okt  fignification  (2), 
of  the  i\)aier ',  but  it  is  more 

(»)  Simlcr.  Ofiander  in  loc.  Villct  in  Exod.  cap.  ii.  qu«ft.  i?* 

mother 
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mother  went  home,  to  impart  to  her  hulband  the  news  of 
this  happy  accident  ^. 

This  fignal  care  of  Providence  failed  not  to  make  them 
look  upon  Mofes  as  a  child  defigned  for  fome  glorious 
purpofe ;  and  to  give  him  an  education  fuitable  to  the 
idea  they  had  conceived  of  his  importance.  They  brought 
him,  in  due  time,  to  Pharaoh's  daughter,  who  adopted 
him  for  her  fon,  and  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  in- 
ftru£led  in  all  the  kinds  of  learning  for  which  that  country  His  educs* 
was  renowned  *.  However,  his  parents  had  fo  well  in-  tioti^ 
ftru£led  him  in  their  religion,  and  informed  him  of  his 
real  birth,  that  he   made  no    other  ufe  of  the  education  > 

which  the  princefs  gave  him,  than  to  confirm  himfelf 
more  and  more  againft  the  fuperftitions  and  idolatry  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  to  make  himfelf  fit  to  anfwer  thofe 
great  ends  for  which  he  feemed  to  be  defigned  by  Provi- 
dence. It  was  this  confideration  that  induced  him  to 
prefer  the  reproachful  and  defpifed  name  of  Ifraelite  to  all 
the  pomp  and  glory  of  Pharaoh's  court ".  It  was  this 
love  to  his  own  nation,  which  made  him  vifit  and  com- 
miferate  their  diftrefs,  and,  where  it  was  in  his  power, 
relieve  them  from  their  oppreffion,  though  at  the  hazard 
of  his. own  life  :  having  obferved,  one  day,  an  Egyptian 
ufing  a  Hebrew  with  fome  uncommon  barbarity,  he  was 
fo  exafperated  at  this  outrage,  that,  feeing  no  body  near, 
he  fell  upon  the  oppreflbr,  killed  him,  and  buried  his  ^tllsam 
carcafe  in  the  fand.  If  what  Jofephus  tells  us  be  true  ",  ^syP^f^^p 
that  he  had,  before  this  time,  commanded  Pharaoh's 
troops,  and  made  feveral  fuccefsful  campaigns  againft  the 
Ethiopians,  who  had  ravaged  and  plundered  fome  pro- 
vinces of  Egypt,  we  need  not  wonder  at  his  martial  fpirit 
(hewing  itfelf  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  but  we  are  not  fure 
that  what  this  hiftorian  fays  is  really  fadl,  feeing  Philo, 
who  had  purpofely  written  Mofes's  life,  and  had  better 
opportunities  of  being  informed  of  all  the  particulars  of  it, 
is  altogether  fi lent  on  this  fubjedl: ;'  and  Mofes  himfelf 
is  fo  far  from  mentioning  any  fuch  warlike  prowefs, 
that  he  rather  defcribes  himfelf  as  a  man  of  the  utmoft 
meeknefs  and  patience  :  we  muft  therefore  fuppofe 
that  the  injury  done  to  the  Hebrew  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  it  either  deferved  death,  or  could  not  be  pre- 
vented but  by  killing  the  Egyptian.  However  that  be, 
Mofes  was  not  fo  faJte  as  he  imagined ;  for,  endeavouring 

^  Exod.  ii.  per  tot.  ^  A6t.  vii.  a 2.  ^  Hebr.  xi,  24,  &c. 

»  Ant. lib.  ii.cap.  io« 

ibon 
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foon  after  to  compofe  a  difference  between  two  Hebrew^^ 

whofe  cruel  flavery  could  not  hinder  them  from  injuring 

one  another,    the  more  guilty  of  the  two  aiked  him, 

whether  he  defigned  to  kill  him  as  he  had  flain  the  Egyp- 

Yr,  of  Fl.  tian  ?  Finding,  therefore,  that  the  faft  was  known,  and 

A  ^^  Ch     f^^^'^g  ^^^  cffefts  of  Pharaoh's  refentment,  he  fled  into 

"  *  the  land  of  Midian,  not  daring  to  rely  too  much  upon  the 

.  prote£iion  of  his  adoptive  mother.     It  is  fuppofed,  how- 

nndis         ever,  that  he  had  made  ufe  of  that  princefs's  iiitereft,  long 

firced  to  fly  before,  to  get  that  bloody  edift  againft  the  Hebrew  male 

^1^1  If        children  recalled,  fince  the  fequel  of  the   hiftory  fliews^ 

Midian*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^'  been  put  in  force  for  fome  time. .  The 
news  of  the  flain  Egyptian  was  brought  to  the  king,  and 
in  all  likelihood  aggravated,  with  the  blackeft  circum* 
fiances,  by  the  jealous  courtiers ;  fo  that,  had  not  Mofes 
made  all  pofliible  hafte  to  pafs  thofe  great  deferts,  that  lay 
between  Egypt  and  Midian  (H),  and  fafely  reached  hof- 
pitable  Jethro's  habitation,  he  would  infallibly  have  been 
put  to  death.  At  his  arrival  in  that  country  he  met  with 
fuch  another  adventure  as  Jacob's  in  Padan-Haran  **,  by 
th€  well  whither  the  damfels  ufed  to  come  to  water  their 
flocks  ;  an  account  of  which,  and  of  his  forty  years  abode 
there,  has  been  given  in  the  hifl:ory  of  the  Midianites. 

How  he  fpent  his  time  in  his  long  retirement,  fave  that 
he  kept  Jethro's  flocks,  is  what  he  has  not  thought  fit  to 
acquaint  us  with.  Thofe  who  fuppofe  that  he  wrote  the 
book  of  Job  during  this  interval,  have  certainly  this 
ftrong  argument  on  their  fide,  that  it  appears  to  have  been 
written  before  the  deliverance  of  the  Ifi-aelites  out  of 
Egypt,  otherwife  it  were  abfurd  to  imagine  that  either  Job 
or  his  friends,  confidering  what  country  or  kindred  they 
were  of,  could  be  either  fo  ignorant  of  the  wonders  which 
God  had  wrought  in  favour  of  that  opprefled  people,  or 
fo  forgetful  of  them,  as  not  to  have  urged  them,  in  the 

♦  Gen.  xxix.  9. 

(H)  We  muft   take  care  to  tells  us,  the  ruins  of  it  were 

diftinguifli  this  land  of  Midian,  ftill  to  be  feen   in  his  days: 

of  which  an  account  has  been  whereas,    this     which    Mofes 

already  given,  from  another  of,  went  to,  was  in  Arabia  Petraea, 

thatname,  whofe  chief  city  was  whofe   metropolis'   was   called 

alfo  called  Midian,  and  might  Petra,    not    far  from   Mount 

be  a  colony  of  the  other,  fitu-  Horeb,  where  he  kept  Jethro's 

ate  by  Arnon  and  Areopolis,  flocks  (3),                          ^ 
according  to  St.  Jerom,  who 

(3)  Vide  HieroD.  loct  Htibrarc,    £9;od.  iii.  i. 

ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft  terms,  during  theit  long  and  intricate  contro- 
veify  about  the  various  difpenfations  of  Providence. 
And,  indeed,  were  not  Job  fo  often  mentioned  by  Eze- 
kielP,  with  Noah  and  Daniel,  much  might  be  faid 
•  ifor  thofe  who  look  upon  this  hiftory  as  a  parable,  or 
rather  a  dramatic  piece,  written  on  purpofe  to  comfort 
the  affli£led  Ifraelites  under  their  heavy  bondage. 

As  the  reader  may  have  a  defire  to  know  all  the  proba- 
ble particulars  that  can  be  collefked  on  this  fubjedl,  we 
fliall  fubjoin  them  in  few  words. 

The  mod  ancient  monument  we  have  concerning  the  AdiirtJlli9m 
genealogy  of  Job,  and  which  has  been  received  and  allow-  conegmmtg 
cd  by  Arifteas,  Philo,  Polyhiftor^,  and  feveral  ancient  ^^^* 
fathers  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  church  %  is  an  addition  to 
that  hiftory,  at  the  end  of  the  Greek,  Arabic,  and  Vulgate 
verfions,  affirmed  tohave  been  taken  from  the  ancient  Syriac 
tranllation  to  this  purpofe ;  that  Job  dwelt  upon  the  con- 
fines of  Idumsea  and  Arabia  5  that  his  firft  name  was  Jobab, 
and  that  he  married  an  Arabian,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon 
named  Ennon.     As  for  Job,  he  was  the  fon  of*  Zarali, 
and  the  fifth  in  defcent  from  Abraham,  by  Efau,  and 
reigned  in  Idumaea.     The  order  of  the  kings  that  reigned 
before  and  after  him  is  as  follows :   Balak,  the   fon  of 
Beor,  reigned  in  the  city  of  Denabah  ;  after  him  reigned 
Job,    called  alfo  Jobab,   who  was   fucceeded  by  'Afom 
prince  of  Teman  ;  his  fucceflbr  Adad,  the  fon  of  Barad, 
was  he  who  overthrew  the  Midianites  in  the  plains   of 
Moab;  the  name  of  his  city  was  Jethem.    JoVs  friends, 
who  came  to  vifit  him,  were  Eliphaz,  king  of  Teman,  of 
Efau's  pofterity ;  Bildad,  king  of  the  Zucheans,  and  Zo- 
phaz,  king  of  the  Mineans.    Thus  far  the  additions  which 
have  been  preferved  by  Theodotion,  in  his  verfion  of  the 
book  of  Job  *.     If  this  genealogy  be.  admitted,  and  that 
Job  is  the  fame  with  Jobab,  mentioned  in  Genefis  •  and 
Chronicles  ",  it  will  follow,  that  he  and  Mofes  were  con- 
temporary,   being  both  but  three    generatipms   removed 
from  Ifaac,  thus : 

Ifaac, 


Jacob,  Efau, 

Levi,     ^  Reuel, 

Amram,  Zerah, 

Mofes,  Jobab,  or  Job. 

f  Kzek.  xiv.  pair.  qEufeb.  Pra?p.1ib.  ix.  cap.  25.  r  Vide 
Fred.  Span beim  in  Vit.  Job.  cap.  iv.  Mercer,  Pineda,  Dieg.  de 
Stunica,  &ak  Cora,  in  Job.  •  Vide  Caljn>.  Diflcrt.  in  Joh. 

<  Gen.  xxxvi.  3».  •  i  Cbron.  i.  33,  z^ 

It 
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It  will  likcwife  be   plain,  that  he  reigned  in  the  city  o( 
Denaba,  or  Dinhabah,  for  fo  the  author  of  the  firft  book 
of  Chronicles  affirms  *.     Thofe   who  embrace  the    no- 
tion that  Job  is  the  Jobab  mentioned  in  thofe  two  places 
of  Scripture  above  quoted,  and  confequently  that  he  was 
contemporary  with  Mofes,  have,  with  much    draining, 
extradled  two  paflagcs  in  his  hiftory,  which  they  pretend 
make  exprefs  mention  of  Pharaoh's  pride  and  overthrow, 
and  of  the  Ifraelites  paffing  through  the  Red  Sea.     The 
firft  is,  where  Eliphaz  fays  of  the  wicked,  that  **  trouble 
and  anguifh  fhali  make  him   afraid,  and  prevail  againft 
him,  as  a  king  ready  to  battle  * ;"  which  words  they  apply 
to  Pharaoh's  pride   and  hardnefs  of  heart,    though  it   is 
plain,  by  what  goes  before  and  after  thofe  two  verfes, 
that  Job's  friend  fpeaks  only  of  the  wicked  in  general, 
fuch  as  he  fuppofes  him  to  be  from  the  afflidions  which 
had  befallen  him.     The  other   text  is,  where   Job   fays, 
•*  that  God  divided  the  fea  with  his  power,  and,  by  his 
underftanding,  fmiteth  through  the  proud  ".'*     And  this, 
they  thmk,  alludes  to  the   paffing  of  the  Red  Rca,  and 
to  Pharaoh's   overthrow   in  it.      But   the  word   in  the 
original  doth  more  properly  fignify  to  Jiilt  than  to  divide  \ 
and  it  is  plain,  from  the  tenor  of  the  whole  chapter,  that 
Job  fpeaks  only  of  the  wonderful  Jjower  and  providence 
of  God  in  general,  and  not  of  this  miracle  in  particular. 
Befides,  it  is  hardly  probable  that,  had  this   conference 
between  Job  and  his  friends  happened  after  fo  remarkable 
a  deliverance  as  that  of  the   Ifraelites,  more  ample  and 
exprefs  mention  of  nt  fhould  not  have  been  made  through- 
out the  book  than' we  find  in  thefe  two  ohfcure  pafiTages; 
efpecially  if  we  confider  that  Job's  defire  of  vindicating 
his  own  integrity,  did  naturally  lead  him  to  it,  and  that 
the  afflidions,  as  well  as  the  deliverance  of  the  Ifraelites, 
were   a   full  confutation  of    what    his  friends   alleged 
againft  him  *.     Neither  do  we  fee  any  neceffity  for  mak- 
ing Job  to  have  lived  fince  this  miraculous  deliverance  of 
the  Ifraelites,   in  order   to   adjuft  the   genealogy  above 
mentioned,  fince  it  will  be  fufficient  to  fuppofe,  that  thefe 
four  generations,  on  Efau's  fide,  were,  by  fome  few  years, 
ftiorter  than  thofe  on  Jacob's ;  a   fuppofition  not    at  all 
improbable,  feeing  the  latter   were  remarkable  for  their 
long  lives  ;  and  then  it  will  be  poffible  enough  for  Job  to 
have  feen  an  end  of  all  his  fufferings,  before  Mofes  left 

•  I  Chron.  i.  t  Job  xv.  24,  15.  »  Job  xxvi.  i%* 

«  See  particularly  chap.  xxii.. 1 5«  k  aiib.  paiT. 
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tlic  land  of  Mtdian  ^  in  which  cafe  this   law-giver,  being 
fdppofed  to  be  the  moft  ancient  writer,  has  been  likewife 
thought  the  author  of  Job's  hiftory  by   the  majority  of 
learned  men.     However,  there   is  one'  main  objedtion  ; 
namely,  that  if  Jobab  be  the  fame  with  Job,  and  he  con- 
temporary with  Mofes,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  the  latter 
to  have  outlived  him  by  fo  many  years,  as  to   be   able  to 
give  us  an  account  of  his  death  and  of  his  numerous  pof- 
terity  ^  for  it  is  faid,  that  Job  lived  a  hundred   and  forty 
years  after  his  fuiferings  were    ended,  and   that  he  faw 
the  children  of  his  fons  to  the  fourth  generation  ;  whereas 
Mofes  lived  but  forty  years  in  the.  land  of  Midian,  and 
forty  mofe  ,  after  he  left  it.     This   difficulty,  therefore, 
cannot  be  removed,  but  by  fuppofing  that  the  three  or 
four  laft  verfes  of  the   book  were  added  afterwards  by 
forhe  infpired  perfon,  in  order  to  make  the  hiftory  com- 
plete, in  the  fame  manner  as  Jofhua,  or  fome  other,  added 
the  account  of  Mofes *s  death  and  burial,  at  the  end   of 
Deuteronomy ;  but  how  far  this  fuppofition  may  be  allow- 
ed, we  chufe  to  fubmit  to  our  reader's  judgment, 

Mofes  feems  to  have  lived  quietly  as  a  herdfman  in  the 
land  of  Midian,  without  ever  dreaming  that  Providence 
bad  chofen  him  to  be  the  deliverer  of  the  Ifraelites.     For 
when  God  was  plcafed  to  appear  to  him  at  the  end  of  forty 
years,  in  a  burning  buih,  upon  Mount  Horeb^  where  he   Codap'- 
called  him  by  name,  afTuring  him,  that  he  was  the  God  pears  to 
of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and  Jacobji,  he  declined  the  x)ffice,  k^*^  (» ^^* 
when  commanded  to  go  into  Egypt,  and  execute  the  de-  ^"^'"'^ 
figns  of  Providence ;  he  defired  to  be  excufed  from  the     "'  ' 
difficult  office,  though  God  was  pleafed  to  clear  all  his 
doubts,  and  to  give  him  fuch  promifes  of  his  miraculous 
af&ftance,  -as  might  (one  would  think)  have  emboldened 
the  moft  fearful.     The  divine  vifion  began  with  telling 
him,  that  the  affliflions  under  which  the  Ifraelites  groan-  Commands 
ed,  we»e  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  and  the   cruelties  of  him  to  re* 
their  enemies  fo  enormous,  that  the  time  was  now  come,  '*^"  ^^  ^" 
both  for  their  deliverance,  an^  for   their  poiTefling  the  ^^^' 
Promifed  Land,  as  a  recompence  for  their  long  patience 
and  fufferings.     He  therefore  commanded  him  to  go  tp  . 
Pharaoh,  and  in  his  name  demand  their  difmiftHon  ;  afiur- 
ing  him,  that  thofe  who  fought  his  life  were  now  dead, 
and   that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Egyptians. 
Mofes  made  feveral  excufes,  and  at  laft  objefled,  that  he 
very  much  doubted,  whether  the  Ifraelites  had  not  fo  far 
forgot  the  God  of  their  fathers,  that,  when  he  fhould  ac- 
quaint them  with  his  commiffion  ffom  him,  they  would 
Vol.  n.  U  be 
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be  apt  to  afk  what  his  name  was  ;  in  which  -caft  lie  would 
be  at  a  lofs  what  anfwer  to  make  (T).    Here  God  was 

pleafed 


(T)  The  cabbaliftical  Jews, 
and  after  thefn  Jofephus,  and 
fome   Romanifts,     think   that 
Mofcs  did  not  afk  for  the  name 
of  God,  but  for  the  true  pro- 
nunciation of  it,    which  they 
fay  had  been  loft  through  the 
wickednefs  of  mankind  :    for 
which  reafon  th-e   former  af- 
firm,    that   the-  word  holam, 
ufed  by  Gud  preientJy  after, 
being  written  without  a  vau, 
fhould  not  be  rendered  y<-;r  cnjer^ 
but  h;d^  from  the  root  hahm, 
to  hide^  not  confidering,  that, 
if  that  was  the  cafe,,  it  fhould 
be  written    halum,    and    not 
holam.      Upon    this    account 
the  name  is  by  all  the  Jews 
called    Shem-hamphorafh,    the 
unutterable  Name^  which  Jofe- 
phus,   in  the   place  juft  now 
quoted,  fays,  was  never  known 
or  heard  of,  before  God  told 
it  to  IVJofes  J  and  adds,  that  he 
does  not  fo  much  as   mention 
it :    for  which  reafon  they  ne- 
ver pronounce  it,  but  ufe  the 
words  Adonai,  or  Elohim,  or 
plainly  the  word  Halhem,  the 
Namey  to  exprefs  it.     Thus, 
in  their  letters  and  common 
difcourfe,     inflead  of   faying, 
*'  The  Lord  blefs  or  prote6t 
you,"  they  fay,  **  The  Name 
blefs  you,  &c."    Not  but  their 
high-prieft   did   pronounce    it 
Jehovah  once  a  year,  on  the 
day   of   expiation,    from   the 
time  of  their  return  from  the 
Bwbylonifh    captivity,    to   the 
laft  deftruc^ion  of  the  temple  : 
but  they  had  but  itvf  difciples 
near  them  that  could  learn  its 
pronunciation  ;     and,    during 
the  time  of  the  bleffing    in 


which  this  name  was  repeated^ 
the   priefts  and   Levites  fung 
louder  than  ordinary,  that  none 
elfe  might  hear  it.    But  even 
then  they  were  far  from  think- 
ing it  the  right  pronunciation 
of  the   tetragrammaton :     for 
they  think,  that  any  man  that 
could  once    attain  it,     might 
(liake  heaven  and  earth   with 
it,,  work  the  greateft  miracles, 
and  dive  into  the  decpeft  fe- 
crets  of  Deity;    upon  which 
account,  the  Talmud  have  de- 
nounced a  moft  horrid   curfe 
upon  thofe  who  Ihall  dare  to 
utter  it»    becaufe   they   think 
the  angels  themfelves  arc  noe 
allowed  to  pronounce  it.    The 
truth  is,  thofe  who  think  thai 
Jehovah  is  the  right  pronun- 
ciation, are  far  enough   from 
being  fure  of  it.     It  is  plain, 
that  the  ancients  wrote  it  very 
differently  from    them.     San- 
choniatho  fpells  it  )evo  ;   Dio- 
dorus  Siculus,  Macrobius,  Cle- 
mens of  Alexandria,    St.  Je- 
rom,  and  Origen,  pronounced 
it  Jao.     The  Samaritans,  and 
after    them    Epiphanius    and 
Theodoret,    call    it    Javc    or 
Jabe*.     Others  of  the  ancients 
write   it  Jahoh,    Jav^,    Jaon, 
Jaho,  and  Jahoae.    Among  the 
moderns,  Ca  pell  us  is  for  pro- 
nouncing it  Javo;  Drufius  con- 
tends for  Jave ;  Hottinger  for 
Jehva;     Mercer  will  have  it 
Jehovah;  Caftalio  fays  Jovah; 
andLeClerc,  Jaivoh,orjawoh. 
Something  like  thefe  the  Ro- 
mans had    in   their  Jovis,   to 
which  Varro  feems  to  allude, 
when   he  fays,    "  Deum  Ju- 
d«orum  efle  Jovem,"  that  Jove 

was 
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)^leafed  to  anfwer  a  queftion  Ke  had  formerly  refufed  to 
Jacob  %  though  in  fuch  terms  as  feems  to  have  implied 
reprehenfion.  "  I  am  that  I  am,"  faid  he,  bidding  him 
tell  his  brethren,  that  "  I  am  "  had  fent  him  unto  them  ; 
that  he  was  the  God  of  their  fathers,  of  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob  \  and  that  he  would  be  remembered  and  9c- 
knowleged  by  that  name  throughout  all  generations,  as 
their  great  Redeemer  and  Deliverer.  Not,  continued 
he,  that  Pharaoh  will  let  you  go  at  your  fir  ft  or  fecond 
afking,  nor  indeed  at  all,  till  I  have  convinced  him  both 
of  my  juftice  and  power,  by  the  terrible  punifliment  I  (hall 
fend  upon  him  and  his  land,  for  their  oppreffion  of  n^y 
people :  nor  fhall  the  Hebrews  come  away  altogether  un- 
rewarded for  their  long  and  cruel  fervitude  **. 

After  finch  ample  affurances,  one  would  hardly  expeft, 
that  Mofes  would  have  ftarted  any  new  difficulties :  ne-^ 
verthelefs,  he  freely  owns,  that  his  doubts  were  far  from 
being  wholly  difpelled ;  he  knew  the  temper  of  the  If* 
raelites  too  well,  not' to  forefee,  that  they  would  moft 
likely  call  his  miffion  in  queftion.  He  therefore  begged 
to  be  informed  what  he  muft  do  in  that  cafe  ;  and  God 
was  pleafed  to  clear  this  doubt  alfo,  by  two  miracles j 
which  he  wrought  in  his  prefence.  The  fim  was  by 
turning  his  rod  into  a  frightful  ferpent,  and  then  into  a 
rod  again.  The  fecond  was  by  fmiting  one  of  his  hands 
vi^ith  leprofy,  upon  his  pulling  it  out  of  his  bofom,  and 
then  reftoring  it  to  its  former  fanity.  God,  moreover, 
declared,  that  if  the  working  of  thefe  two  miracles  before 
the  Ifraelites  did  not  give  a  fufficient  fanftion  to  his  mef-* 


291 


^  Gen*  xxxii.  29. 

was  the  God  of  the  Jews,  as 
St.  Auftin  alleges  out  of  him, 
in  the  firfl  book  of  his  Defence 
of  theGofpel,  cap.  22.  The 
Moars  likewife  call  God  Juba, 
or  Jubah,  and  the  Mahomme- 
dans,  Hoti,  which,  with  them, 
fignifies  the  fame  as  Jehovah, 
i.  e.  He  ^ho  is.     This  name 


b  Exod.  iii.  per  tot. 

they  write  at  the  beginning  of 
all  their  patents,  pafTes,  and 
the  like,  and  often  repeat  it  in 
their  prayers.  Some  of  their 
devotees  will  fometimes  repeat 
that  word  fo  often,  and  with 
fuch  quicknefs  and  vehemence^ 
that  they  grow  giddy,  and  drop 
down  (!)• 


(i)  Vide  Jof.  Antiq.  lib.  ii.  cap.  11.  Berruyer  Hift^  du  Peup, 
de  Dieu,  torn.  ii.  p.  36.  Sanchoniat.  ap.  Eufeb.  Praep.  lib.  x.  cap« 
9.  Diod.  Sic.  Bibliorh.  lib.  ii.  Macrob.  Saturnal.  lib.  i.  cap.  iS. 
Clem.  Alex.  Stromat.  lib.  v.  Origen.  contr.  Celf.  lib.  vi.  Epiph. 
Hacrcf.  40.  Theodorct.  in  Exod.  Quaeft.  15.  Herbclpt.  Biblioth. 
Orient,  p.  46?,  fub  voce  Hou,  &  p.  326.  Aib  Efota, 

U  2  .  fagc. 
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fage,  he  (hould  then  have  liberty  W  try  the  faccefs  of  8 
third,  by  taking  fome  water  out  of  the  Nile,  which, 
upon  its  being  fpilt  on  the  ground^  would  immediately 
turn  the  river  into  blood  *. 

Mofes  had  ftill  one  msiterial  obje£%ion  to  make ;  name' 

ly,  an  impediment  in  his  fpeech,  which  he  faid  rendered 

him  unfit  to  fpeak  either  to  Pharaoh,  or  to  the  Ifraelites* 

But  this  alfo  the  Divine  Being  was  pleafed  to  remove,  by 

telling  him,  that  his  brother  Aaron,  who  was  now  by  his 

appointment  to  meet  him,  fhould  be  his  interpreter  both 

to  Pharaoh,  and  to  the  Hebrews*    There  was  certainly 

jjpmething  very  furprifing  in  this  relufkancy  of  Mofes,  as 

well  as  in  the  patience  with  which  Ood  heard  him  :    yet| 

after  all  theib  afiurances,   he  had  recourfe    to  prayer, 

Mtfisbegs    carneftly  begging   of  God,   who   certainly  knew  many 

f0  be  ex'      among  the  Hebrews  more  fit  for  the  work  than  himfelf, 

£u/eii.  to  make  choice  of  fome  other  to  execute  his  command. 

Finding,  however,  that  his  fervice  could  not  be  difpenfcd 

Obeys  at       with,  and  afraid,  left  he  fhould  incur  the  divine  difplea-^ 

/^^*  ^'^M'    ^^^^  ^y  ^  farther  refufal,  he  made  the  heft  of  his  way  to* 

^^''      '  wards  Midian,  in  order  to  prepare  himfelf  for  his  journey^ 

and  to  m^t  his  brother  Aaron. 

Exprefmig  to  his  father-in-law  Jethro,  a  defire  to  go  and 
vifit  his  brethren  in  Egypt,  he  eafily  obtained  his  difmif* 
fion ;  and  taking  his  wife  Zipporah,  and  his  two  fonS 
with  him,  the  leaft  of  which,  being  too  young  to  walk, 
he  fet  upon  an  afs,  he  departed  in  a  very  mean  equipage  , 
for  Egypt,  having  the  miraculous  rod  in  his  hand.' 
Jaron*t  During  Mofes's  retreat  in  Midian,  Aaron  his  brother  had 

€hildren       married  Elizabeth,  the  fitter  of  Naafon,  both  defcended 
^«rf«^  his    frorci  Judah  by  their  father  Aminadab,  the  fon  of  Ezron* 
Ibfenci        He  had  already  had  four  fons  by  her,  viz.  Nadab,  AbihUf 
Eleazar,  and  Ithamar  ^ ;   the  firft  of  whom  had  likewife  a 
fon  named  Phineas,  by  a  daughter  of  Phutiel**.     This  was 
He  goes  to     ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Aaron*s  family,  when  God  commanded  him 
meet  him  at  to  go  and  meet  his  brother ;  but  before  he  could  reach  the 
Honb.         Mount  of  God  (Horeb),  a,  dreadful  accident  was  like  to 
have  happened  to  Mofes,  the  particular  occafton  and  cir-« 
cumilances  of  which  we  are  left  to  guefs  at,  he  not  hav- 
ing thought  fit  to   commit  them  to  writing.     The  ac* 
*  count  we  have  of  it,  being  but  darkly  expreiTed  in  the 

original,  and  having  been  mifunderftood,  and  miflranf- 
lated  in  moil  verfions,  and  particularly  our  own,  we  fhall 
Venture  to  depart  from  it,  where  the  original,  and  the 

c  Exod.  iv.  9.  ^  Exod.  vi.  ij*  «  Ibid.  vcr.  15. 

authority 
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authority  of  thofe,  who  by  their  dHigjent  application,  have  Yr.  of  ¥1^ 
been  able  to  eive  it  a  better  li&rht,  will  juftify  our  de-       *57. 

Mofes  was  upon  his  firft  day's  journey,  between  Mi-        ^^ 
dian  and  Horeb,  where  he  afterwards  met  his  broth'er ; 
when   God  appeared  again  to  him,-  and  charged  him  to 
perform  all  thofe  wonders  which  he  had  fhewed  him,  be- 
fore the  king  of  Egypt,  and  to  demand  of  him  the  dif- 
mifiion  of  his  people  Ifrael,  whom  "he  calls  by  way  of  ex- 
cellency, his  *^  firft-born  ;"  afluring  him,  that  he  would 
be  with  him,  and  that  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate  refufal, 
which   he  forefaw,    he  would  flay  all  the  firft-born  of 
Egypt  **.     Mofes  "vi^as  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  inn,  than 
be  was  ftruck  with  a  terrible  difeafe  (U) :    he  ddlh  not   Mofiffinit" 
tjell  us,  whether  the  divine  anger  was  occafioned  by  his   unbytlu 
incumbering  himfelf  with  a  wife  and  two  children,  when   f^ff^^^"^^' 
he  was  fent  upon  fo  important  a  meflage,  or  becaufe  he  '''** 
bad  deferred  to  circumcife  his  youngeft  fon,  either  out 
of  regard  to  his  tender  age,  or  in  complaifance  to  his  wife, 
yf^o  might  fear,  left  fuch  an  operation  fliould  make  him 
i^nfit  to  travel  for  a  while,  if  not  endanger  his  life  in  that 
hot  country.     Zipporah,  however,  taking  it  in  the  latter  zu^rah 
fenfe,  made  what  hafte  fhe  could  ,to  get  a  (harp  ftone,  drcumcifts 
Y^ith  which  (lie  cut  off  the  child's  prepuce,  and  laid*  it  at  hrfon^and 
his  feet,  telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  now   ^ofesisrs^ 
become  a  joyful  bridegroom  to  her  by  the  blood  of  this   "^^^^* 
circumcifion.     Tlie  ceremony  was  no  fooner  performed, 
than  Mofes  was  reftored  to  hi-s  former  health,  and  able 
to  purfue  his  journey  towards  Mount  Horeb,  whilft  his 
wife  returned  with  the  two  children  to  her  father  Jethro, 
refolved  to  wait  there  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity 
(hould  offer  to  rejoin  her  hufband. 

In  the  mean  time  Mofes  and  Aaron  met  at  the  foot  of  joins  his 
Mount  Horeb,    and  the  former  acquainted  his   brother  brother  at 
with  the  commiflion  he  had  received  from  God.     Aaron    -Wonw/  Ho* 
expreffed  great  joy  at  the  news,  promifed  to  be  obedient  ^'  ' 
in  all  things  to   the  divine  will,  ^d  they  continued  their 
journey  towards  Egypt.    Being  arrived  at  the  land  of  Go- 

^  Exod.  vi.  %if  &  fcq; 

(U)  Many  things  which  have  ence  to  the  reader's  underfland- 

4)een    written   in   explanation  ing,  which  we. (hould  be  loth 

of  this  adventure,  by  Jews  and  to  infult* 
Chriftians,  we  omit,  m  defer- 

U  3  {hen. 
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Declares      flicn,  their  firft  care  was  to  aflemble  the  elders  or  heads 
his  commif'  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  to  impart  to  them  the  joyful  tidings 
fiont^the     Qf  their  fpeedy  deliverapce  :   on  which  occafion,  Mofes, 
jra(  i  a.     j^^  order  to  remove  all  hefitation  on  their  fide,  wrought 
thofe    miracles   before  them,  by  which  God  had  com- 
manded him  to  eftabliih  his  credit  and  authority;     Thefe 
•  firft  eflays  were  received  with  incredible  joy  by  the  whole 
aflembly,  every  one  bowing  himfelf  in  token  of  gratitude 
and  adoration  to  the  divine  goodnefs,  which  had  at  length 
taken  pity  of  their  miferable  flavery  ®.     But  this  difpofi-. 
tion  lafted  no  longer  than  they  thought  their  deliverance 
'«  would  coft  nothing  but  miracles,  and  that  the  care  and 

Ante  Chr.  danger  of  it  would  only  fall  upon  Mofes  and  Aaron  ;  for 
1491.       whenMt  came  to  touch  them  a  little  nearer,  Mofes  found 
■  them  as  hard  to  be  perfuaded  to  embrace  their  freedom, 

as  Pharaoh  was  to  grant  their  difmiflion  (X). 

Declares  Mofes  and  Aaron  did  not  delay  to  open  their  commif- 

/iis  mejpage    fion  before  the  Egyptian  king  :  but  the  preamble,  **  Thus 

to  the  king    f^jji^  ^Y\e  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,"  founded  fo  ftrangely 

V    gyf  •     jj^  j^jg  ggj-g^  ^\y^^  i^Q  could  not  forbear  wondering  at  their 

prefumption,  telling  them  that  he  knew  no  fuch   God; 

and  that  as  to  the  Ifraelites,  they  fliould  not  find  him  fo 

cafy  to  part  with  them.     They  anfwered,  that  the  God, 

whom  he  refufed  to  acknowlege,  had  enjoined  them  to 

go  three  days  journey  to  celebrate  a  feftival  to  him  ;    and 

that  if  they  fliould  omit  complying  with  his  command,  he 

would  foon  piinifli  their  difobedience,  either  by  peftilence, 

or  by  the  fword.     This  threat  more  amazed  the  haughty 

monarch,  who  thereupon  difmifl^ed  them  with  a   fevere 

reprimand,  for  putting  fuch  idle  notions  into  the  heads  of 

e  ^xod.  iv.  per  to(, 


(X)  Spme  hiflorians  have 
ventured  to  give  us  the  name 
pt  this  Pharaoh,  though  Jo- 
fephus  only  calls  him  the  new 
king.  Apion  calls  him  Amo- 
fispr  Amafis ;  Eufebius,  Chen- 
cris  ;  but  Archbifliop  Ufher 
thinks,  after  Manetjio,  that  it 
V«'as  Amenophis,  the  fon  of 
P.amefe«  Miamun,  and  father 
of  Sethofis,  called  alfo  after 
\\\9  grand-father,  Ramefis.  He 


is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  this 
Amenophis  is*  the  fame  rao- 
narch,  whom  the  Greeks  call 
Belus,  the  father  of  ^gyptus 
and  Danaus,  though  the  fable- 
writers  have  confounded  him 
with  Belus  the  Aflj-rian,  and 
father  of  Niiius.  The  truth 
is,  we  have  fo  little  light  from 
hiftory  as  to  this  point,  that  it 
is  very  dangerous  to  affirm  any 
thing  about  it  (3), 


(3)  Vide  Jqf.  Ant,  IJb.  ii.  cap.  9,    Ufhcr  fub  A.  M.  2427' 
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Aeif  people,  and  deljauching  them  from  their  work  ; 
bidding  them  return  to  their  own  tafks,  and  they  ihould 
foon  know  the  fuccefs  of  .this  wife  embafly.  Thus  began 
-that  famous  conteft  between  Mofes  and  the  king  of  Egypt, 
the  fatal  fource  of  new  complaints  and  forrows  to  the  If-  77;^  ifrael- 
raelites.  For  Pharaoh  dreading  their  excefliye  numbers,  ites  burden 
and  thinking  that  idlenefs  and  wantonnefs  had  occafioned  increafed^ 
this  rambling  fit  of  religion,  ordered  their  tafk-mafters  to 
double  their  labour,  and  inftead  of  giving  them  draw  to 
jdry  their  bricks,  itiake  them  wander  over  the  land,  fince 
they  had  fuch  an  inclination  for  a  change  of  air,  and  ga- 
ther Hubble  inftead  of  it,  without  diminifhing  one  tittle 
■of  their  work.  This  order  was  foon  obeyed  by  their  mer- 
cilefs  tafk-mafters,  who  failed  not  to  punifh  their  over- 
feers,  whenever  they  found  them  ftiort  of  their  appointed 
:tafk.  Thefe .  therefore  came  in  a  body  to  make  their 
grievances  known  to  ,the  king,  who,  inftead  of  minding 
their  piteous  complaints,'  only  accufed  them  of  being 
grown  idle  and  wanton  for  want  of  work,  and  difmiffed 
Ahem  with  the  moft  barbarous  indifference.  In  their  re- 
turn from  the  palace,  they  were  met  by  Mofes  and  Aaron, 
^gainft  whom  they  began  to  inveigh  in  the  bittereft  terms, 
as  the  authors  of  this  new  addition  of  mifelry,  which 
-could  terminate  in  nothing  but  death  and  defpair-  It 
-would  have  been  in  vain  for  Mofes  to  offer  any  thing  ei- 
ther in  his  own  defence,  or  by  way  of  comfort  to  them  at 
that  time ;  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  apply  him- 
ielf  to  God,  and  in  the  humbleft  terms  to  expoftulate 
•with  him  upon  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  firft  meffage  ^ 

God  gave  him  frefh  affur^ces  of  his  love  and  compaf-    Mofes  is  bid 
fion   for  his  groaning  people,  bidding  him  affure   them    to  go  agatn 
from  him,  that  he  would  fpeedily  let  all  Egypt  fee,  he   ^^^^^''^^^' 
was  their  God,  and  would  be  their  deliverer  and  conduc- 
tor into  that  land,  which  he  had  promifed  to  their  fathers. 
He  faid  he  had  indeed  appeared,  and  been  known  here- 
tofore  by  the  .name  of  El  Shaddai,  God  Almighty^  or  all 
fuffjcienty  though  never  till   now  by  his  great  name  Jeho- 
vah (Y-).     He   alfo  declared  he  would  fignalize  the  deli- 
verance, by  fuch  examples   of  juftice  on  that  obftinatc 
prince,  and  people>  as  fhould  force  the  proud  monarch  to 

f  Exod.  V.  per  tot, 

(Y)  Writers  on  this  pafTage    he  was  to  have  facriliced  his 
frcm  to  forget,  that  Abraham    fon,  Jehovah-Jired. 
called  the  mountain,  on  which 

U  4  dlfmifa 
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difmirs  them  in  fafcty.  All  thcfc  divine  promifes,  how- 
ever, were  fo  little  regarded  by  the  defponding  Ifraelites, 
that  when  God  commanded  Mofes  to  go  again  to  Pharaoh^ 
and  renew  his  demand  in  his  name,  he  was  fo  diiheart- 
ened  at  his  ill  fuccefs,  that  he  could  not  forbear  exprefC- 
ing  great  relu£lancy  to  obey.  Alas!  faid  he,  if  my  words 
can  find  fo  little  credit  with  thy  own  people,  how  can  i 
€xpe3  that  they  will  be  regarded  by  that  unbelieving 
monarch,  efpecially  confidering  with  what  difficulty  I  am 
forced  to  utter  them.  To  this  obfervation  God  replied: 
*'  Behold,  Mofes,  I  give  thee  a  miraculous  power  over 
Pharaoh,  and  thy  brother  fliall  be  thy  prophet  and  inter- 
preter to  him,  and  though  I  fufFer  hi$  heart  to  continue 
hardened  (Z),  till  thou  haft  wrought  all  the  miracles  i 
have  charged  thee  with  ^  yet  be  aflured,  that  I  will  bring 
Ifrael  out  of  their  bondage,  like  a  triumphant  army,  and 
the  Egyptians  fhall  know,  that  I  am  the  Lord.  Go  there- 
fore, and  let  your  mighty  works  convince  that  proud 
tyrant  at  leaft,  that  your  mcflage  is  from  a  greater  and 
more  powerful  monarch  than  he  **.''  Mofes  and  Aaron 
forthwith  obeyed ;  and  having  prefented  themfelvcs  be- 
fore Pharaoh,  confirmed  their  commiffion  by  the  firft 
miracle,  Mofes  throwing  down  his  rod,  which  turned  im- 
_^  mediately  into  a  ferpent-     Pharaoh,  ftill  incredulous,  feat 

iurned\nto  ^^  ^''^  '^^^^  ^^^  magicians  could  do,  and  thefe  likewifc 
a  ferpent.  turned  then*  rods  into  ferpents  ;  fo  that  all  the  fuperiority 
*The  magu  which  Mofes  fliewed  over  them  at  this  time  was,  that 
ctansdothe  his  rod  fwallowed.up  thofe  of  the  Egyptians  (A).  How- 
Jame.  ever,  this  advantage  made  no  great  impreflion  on  Pha« 

raoh,  who  might  attribute  it  only  to  his  fuperior  fkill  in 
magic.     The  miracle,  therefore,  was  foon  followed  by 

^  £xod,  vi.  per  tot. 


WracU 

firft. 


(Z)  We  have  ventured  to 
depart  from  our  own,  and  al- 
moft  all  other  verlions,  which 
make  God  the  chief  hardener 
of  Pharaoh's  heart,  that  he 
might  infiidl  the  mare  fevere 
pnnilhments  -on  him.  A  no- 
tion, which,  however  em- 
braced by  the  predeftinarians, 
feems  fo  ftiocking  to  reafon, 
that  one  would  fooner  choofe 
to  fay  with  the  fool,  "  there  is 
no  God,"  than  to  believe  him 


capable  of  fuch  manifeft  in- 
juflice. 

(A)  St.  Paul  gives  the  names 
Jannes  and  Jambres  to  the  two 
principal  magicians  who  with- 
llood  Mofes ;  but  from  what 
has  been  written  on  this  fub- 
je6t  by  all  the  commentators, 
Jews  as  well  as  Chriflians,  we 
learn  nothing  more  than  that 
thefe  EgyptVah  conjurers,  un- 
derftood  the  aft  of  legerde- 
main. 

another. 
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unotlier^  which  changed  all  the  runmng  and  fbnding 
Waters  into  blood,  fo  that  there  was  not  a  drop  of  water   Seconti 
left  in  the  whole  land  for  the  Egyptians  to  drink*     This   miracle, 
metamorphofis   was  likewife  imitated  by  the  magicians,   *^^f  waters 
but  whether  upon  fea-water  brought  on  purpofe,  or  freih  ^/f/^"^^  '**• 
water  from  the  land  of  Go&en,  or  fome  of  that  which  ' 

they  had  drawn  from  tiieir  new-dug  w«lls,  is  not  eafy  to 
guefs.     However  that  be,  Pharaoh's  heart  being  ftiH  har- 
dened%  Mifes  was  again  fent  to  threaten  him  5  that  if  he 
did  not  let  Ifrael  go,  his  whole  kingdom  ihould  be  fo  fill- 
edj  with  frogs,  that  their  ovens,  their  beds,  and  tables,  rhird  ml*' 
fhould  fwarm  with  thofe  animals.     As  the  king  perfifted   racU  of 
in  his  refufal,  this  calamity  was  brought  npon  the  land  f^^g^*^ 
accordingly  J    but  his  magicians  found  means  again  to 
perfuade  him,  that  Mofes  was  only  fucfe  another  miracle- 
monger  as  they  were  5  for  they  imitated  alfo  this  miracle, 
by  bringing  a   frefh   fwarm  of  frogs  into  the   country. 
Wherefore  Pharaoh  was  reduced  to  fend  for  Mofes,  an4 
to  promife  him  that  he  would  let  Ifrael  go,  if  he  would 
fciit  deliver  him  from  this  odious  vermin.   Mofes  took  him 
•at  his  word,  |and  defiring  him  to  name  the  time,  when  'he 
fhould  rid  the  land  of  thofe  creatures,  performed  his  part 
fo  efFeftually,  that  by  next  day  tbtre  was  not  one  frog 
•left  alive  in  all  the  land.     But  whilft  ihi«  fubje€fcs  were 
gathering  them  up  in  heaps,  in  order  to  carry  them  o^ 
left  their  ftench  fhould  breed  an  infeftion,  Pharaoh  was 
thinking  how  to  elude  his  promife,  not  confidering  that 
-lie  only  made  way  for  another  plague. 

Mofes    finding   himfelf  again  deceived,    touched  the  Fourth  mU 
ground  with  his  rod,  and  the  duft  was  immediately  turned  ^f^^^'  ofthi 
into  lice,  or,  as  fome  think,  into  gnats,  a  kind  of  fmall  ^'^^ 
infe£^  more  common  and  more  tormenting  in  Egypt,  than 
aiiy  where  elfc.     But  our  verfion  ieems  to  us  more  agree- 
able to  the  original,  and  to  the  generality  of  ancient  an4 
modem  tranflations   and   expofitions  *".      Thefe   infe£l:ed 
man  and  beaft  in  fuch  quantities,  that  one  would  have 
imagined  all  the  duft  of  Egypt  had  been  turned  into  lice. 
Pharaoh  once  more  fent  for  his  magicians,  and  bid  them 
try  their  fkill,   which  they  exercifed  in  vain;  for  either 
their  power  proved  too  feeble,  or  was  curtailed  by  a  fu* 
perior  hand  \  fo   that  they  were  forced  to  acknowlege, 
that  the  finger  of  God  did  plainly  difplay  itfelf  in  this  mi-      * 
racle.     The  tyrant  neverthelefs  difregarding  their  words, 

•  E^od.  vii.  per  tot.  f  Chald.  Targ.  Jof  Ant.  lib.  \\\  cap. 

14.    Rabbin.  Montan.  Munfter.  VAtabl.  Jon.  Bochart.  &  al. 
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and  continuing  obftinate,  Mofes  and  Aaron  met  him  next 
morning,  as  he  was  going  down  to  the  river,  and  told 
him,  that  his  obftinacy  would  only  bring  upon  him  more 
and  worfe  plagues,  the  next  of  which  would  be  fuch 
Ftfth  m-  fwarms  of  flies,  as  would  darken  the  air.  They  likewifc 
racU  9/  gay-g  i^jrn  to  underftand,  that  God  would  make  a  difFer- 
/war«i^  ence  between  his  people  and  the  Egyptians,  and  that 
there  fhould  none  be  found  in  all  the  land  of  Goflien^ 
though  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  fwarmed  with  them.  Ac^ 
cordingly  by  the  next  day  the  air  was  filled  with  thofc 
infe£ts,  whofe  bite  was  fo  venomous  and  painful,  that 
the  mifchief  which  they  did  to  Egypt  became  intolerable. 
Pharaoh  now  ftartled,  fent  for  the  two  Hebrew  chiefs, 
and  told  them,  that  he  would  give  them  leave  tOxfacrifice 
to  their  God,  provided  it  was  done  within  his  dominions. 
To  this  intimation  they  anfwered,  they  could  not  com- 
ply with  his -command,  without  imminent  danger  of  their 
lives,  feeing  they  {hould  be  obliged  to  facrifice  fuch  crea- 
tures as  the  Egyptians  worlhipped,  who  would  therefore 
be  rdady  to  ftone  them,  as  guilty  of  the  moil  horrid  and 
abominable  facrilege.  They  therefore  infifted  upon  go- 
ing three  days  journey  out  of  the  land,  that  they,  might 
fafely  perform  that  command  of  their  God.  He  was 
puzzled  by  this  anfwer,  which  gave  him  juft  reafon  to 
fufpe6l,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  return ;  but 
at  length  he  confented  that  they  fhould  go,  provided  it 
was  at  no  great  diftance  from  Egypt ;  and  they  promifed 
him  faithfully  to  return  in  a  little  time.  Mofes  aflurcd 
•  him,  that  he  would  immediately  go  out,  and  intreat  the 
Lord  for  him,  and  defired  him  to  keep  his  word  ;  but  no 
fooner  had  his  prayer  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  delivered 
the  kingdom  from  thofe  venomous  infedls,  than  the  king 
incurred  another  plague  by  his  obftinacy,  and  breach  of 
promife  ^.  ' 

Sixth  mi-  The  next  judgment  fell,  according  to  Mofes^s  predic- 

ra<:if.  tion,  on  all  the  cattle  of  the  Egyptians,  the  greateft  part 

^fV^F^'  of  which  died  by  the  next  day,,  whilft  thofe  of  the  Ifrael- 
gyptians  *'^^  remained  unhurt.  But  this  calamity  not  touching 
kiiledbythe  the  king  near  enough,  the  next  that  followed  was  more 
murrain.  afFedling,  being  a  violent  and  painful  boil,  which  broke 
Seytnth  qq^  upon  man  and  beaft.  Pharaoh,  according  to  cuflom, 
^oUs  uto  ^^^  recourfe  to  his  magicians,  who  being  themfelves 
men  and  fmitten  with  boils,  durft  not  appear  before  Mofes.  Ncr 
ktajis.  verthelefs  the  king  remained  inflexible  \  fo  that  the  He- 
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.  brew  was  fetit  again  to  threaten  him  with  a  more  terrible 
judgment.  He  was  told,  that  the  voice  of  the  God  of 
ifrael  fhould  be  heard  in  thunder,  and  his  vengeance  felt 
in  fuch  dreadful  ftorms  of  hail,  as  had  not  been  known, 
fince  the  foundation  of  Egypt.  Mofes  gave  him  but  one 
day  to  confider  of  it,  afluring  him,  that  the  next  would 
prove  difmal  to  the  Egyptians,  unlefs  he  confented  to  dif- 
mifs  the  Ifraelites  before  that  time,  between  whom  and 
.the  Egyptians  God  would  put  fuch  a  difference,  that  the 
land  of  Goflien  (hould  be  entirely  free  from  the  terrible 
punifhmeht,  with  which  Egypt  would  be  afflifted.  Mofes  Eighth  mi" 
accordingly  lifted  up  his  rod  towards  heaven  on  the  next  racU, 
morning ;  whereupon  thunder,  lightning,  and  hail,  fol-  Hail-fonet 
lowed  one  another  fo  thick,  that  Egypt  was  half  deilroyed.  ^"^  ^^^^ 
The  hail  was  of  fuch  prodigious  fize,  that  it  killed  man 
and  beaft,  broke  all  the  trees,  and  deftroyed  all  the  barley 
and  flax.  The  wheat  only  and  the  rye  efcaped,  becaufe 
they  were  not  fufficiently  grown ;  for  the  barley-harveft 
in  Egypt  begins  about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  March  ; 
whereas,  that  of  the  wheat  and  rye  doth  not  begin  till 
fix  or  feven  weeks  after.  As  for  the  land  of  Goftien,  it 
was  found,  upon  enquiry,  to  have  been  as  free  from  this, 
as  it  had  been  from  all  the  former  plagues. 

This  dreadful  vifitation,  efpeciaily  the  hail,  which  was 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  feldom  or  never  rains  in 
that  part  of  Egypt,  fo  frightened  the  proud  king,  that  he 
fent  immediately  for  Mofes  and  Aaron,  and  exprefled 
himfelf  in  fuch  terms  to  them,  as  might  have  pafled  for 
fure  tokens  of  a  real  converfion.  He  eameftly  begged  to 
be  delivered  from  the  noife  of  thofe  dreadful  thunders ; 
at  the  ceflation  of  which  he  promifed  not  to  detain  the 
Ifraelites  one  moment  longer.  Mofes,  though  he  gave 
no  credit  to  this  promife,  yet  engaged  to  obtain  a  fpeedy 
ceiTation  of  the  plague,  which  being  removed  accordingly 
in  confequence  of  his  prayers,  the  Egyptians  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  the  mifchicf  done  by  the  hail,  Th great 
which  they  found  to  be  much  greater  than  they  had  mtf chief 
imagined.  This  obfervation  infpired  many  of  them  with  ^^'^^  ^  ''• 
^  real  fear  of  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  but  Pharaoh  and  his 
council  no  fooner  perceived  the  ftorm  was  over,  than 
they  returned  to  their  former  obftinacy  and  deceit. 
Whereupon  Mofes  was  fent  to  threaten  them  with  a 
more  fatal  curfe ;  namely,  fuch  an  infinite  number  of 
locufts,  as  (hould  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  eat  up 
what  the  hail  had  left  undeftroyed.  There  were  fome 
iqdiyiduals  about  the  king,  who  now  took  the  liberty  to 
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rcpre£ent  to  him  the  inconceivable  damage  which  his 

kingdom  had  already  received  *,  that  Egypt  was  half  de- 

ftroyed^  and  that  it  was  high  time  the  Hebrews  .were  fent 

away  to  ferve  their  God.    Pharaoh  was  now  perfuaded  to 

let  them  go,  but  having  fent  for  Mofes  and  Aaron,  to 

enquire  which  of  them  were  to  go,  and  which  to  ftay,  be 

was  fo  highly  provoked  at  their  infifting  upon  taking 

with  them  tbeir  wivesi  chi)dr<en,  cattle,  and  all  they  had, 

that  he  eould  not  forbear  upbraiding  them  with  their  ill 

intentions,  which,  though  concealed  wiith  fo  much  art, 

tnd  cloaked  with  the  fpecious  pretence  of  religion^  did 

yet  but  too  plainly  fhew,  that  they  had  no  n^ind  ever  to 

return  to  Egypt.     He  warsed  tbei»  pf  the  danger  they 

would  incur,  and  advifed  them  to  content  themfelves  with 

taking  only  the  men  with  them,  leaving  their  wives  and 

children  behind.     Having  thus  threatened  thenji  feverely, 

he  caufed  them  to  be  thruil  from  his  prefence. 

ffinih  ml'        Mofes  no  foQfier  qi^itted  the  palace  than  he  li£te;d  up 

racte  oflo»    his  rod  iovcr  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  this  motion  was  im- 

^^/^^*  modiately  followed    by  an  e»ft  wind,  which  blew  all 

the  night,  and  brought  fuch  myriads  of  locjofts  by  the 

next  jEQorning,  .as  had  never  been  feen  before.    Thefe 

fpreading  themfelves  all  over  the  land,  in  a  little  time  eat 

Vf^  every  blade  of  grafs,  and  ty&ry  thing  that  had  ^fcaped 

the  ftorm  of  hail.    Pharaoh  did  not  fail  ito  fend  for  Mofes, 

to  own  his  fault,  and  beg. for  one  reprieve  more;  but 

having  obtained  it  t>y  means  of  a  weft  wind,  wshicb  blew 

all  the  locufts  into  the  fea,  he  continued  ^s  oUUnate  as 

^itith  mi-     ever,     Egypt  was  ptrefently  after  finitten  .with  fuch  horrid 

rade  of       darknefs,  diat  Mofes  choofes  to  exprefe  it  by  a  darknefs 

^neTdurin    ***  ^^^  ^  ^^^^\   Burrif^  the  three  days  it  laSed,  the 

^ii  'days.  Egyptians  did  neiriber  fee  one  amother,  nor  dare  to  Air  out 

of  their  houfes,  whilft  the  land  of  Gofhen  .enjoyed  the 

ufual  day^light.     The  horror  of  this  obfcurity,   which 

-could  not  be  removed  by  the  common  methods  dien  ufed 

to  fupply  the  place  of  the  fun,  caufed  fuoh  dreadful  ap- 

preheniions  in  the  king  and  all  his.fubje&s,  and  was  fo 

heightened  by  the  difmal  outcries  of  men,  women,  and 

childijen,    that  their  conftemation  may  :be  much  eafier 

imagined  than  exprefied.     As  foon,  therefoce,  as  the  light 

was  reftored  to  them,  Mofes  and  Aaron  wei^  itnmediately 

fummoned,   when  the  king,  according  to  cuftom,  told 

them  that  he  was  willing  to  grant  their  requeft,  and  that 

^hey  might  ^o  with  thoir  wives  and  children,  but  infified 

4hat  theii  £ocks  fiiould  be  left  behind.     Mofes,  after  many 

cxpoftulationSf  ohferving  Phai:aob's  uawiiiingnefs  to  con^- 
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feftt,  told  him,  in  exprcfs  terms,  that  they  would  take  a1! 
their  cattle  with  themj  and  that  not  a  fitigle  hoof  fhould 
i-emain  in  Egypt.  We  need  not  wonder  if  fo  proud  a 
king  could  not  bear  fo  bold  a  declaration  without  the 
higheft  rcfentment.  Hecaufed  him  to  be  thruft  from  his 
prefence  with  the  utmoft  indignation,  threatening  him, 
that  if  he  dared  to  come  before  him  any  mbre,  it  fhould 
certainly  coft  him  hig  life.  Such  impotent  menaces 
had  nothing  in  them  that  could  frighten  a  man  like 
Mofes !  however,  it  is  fuppofed  that  at  this  laft  interview 
he  fignified  to  the^king  the  finifhing  fttoke  6f  the  divine 
vengeance  upon  all  the  firft-bom  of  men  and  Cattle 
throughout  Egypt,  which  would  occafion  fuch  confterna- 
tion  among  all  his  fubjefts,  that  they  fhould  come  with 
bended  knees  to  the  Ifraelites,  and  lieg  of  them,  in  the 
taioft  fubmiffive  terms,  to  depart  out  of  their  country*; 
whilft  God  would  ftill  (hew  fuch  regard  to  the  latter, 
that  they  (hould  enjoy  their  ufual  calmnefs  and ,  tran- 
quillity, not  a  dog  daring  to  open  his  mouth  agaitift  any  of 
thenfi.  Mofed  having  finiftied  this  laft  prediction,  retired 
to  his  people  into  the  land  of  Gofhen,  where  the  Ifraelites  - 
celebrated  thePaflbver  that  very  night,  according  to  God's  TA€  Paf- 
commands  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  he  advifed  them  °^^''  ^'^ 
to  borrow  jewels,  fine  raiment,  and  other  precious  things,  ''**'^^^ 
from  their  Egyptian  neighbours,  afluring  them  from  God, 
that  they  fhould  find  them  very  ready  to  accommodate 
them  with  the  heft  ornaments  in  their  pofTeffion  **. 

This  ceremony  of  eating  the  Paflbver,  as  well  as  the  hsfirfiim* 
method  of  doing  it,  had  been  prefcribed  by  Mofes  to  the  ftitutkn. 
Ifraelites,  during  thofe  tranfaftions  that  paffed  between 
liim  and  the  king  of  Egypt,  though  they  are  poflponed  to 
the  twelfth  chapter,  to  avow  an  interruption  in  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  wonders  which  God   had  wrought  by  his  mi- 
oiftry.     He   Commanded,  that  this  month,    wnich  was  ne  order 
then  the  fixth  of  the  year,  according  to  the  common  or  andnmk^ 
civil  computation,  fhould  from  thenceforth  be  the  firft  neroftt* 
month  in  the  year  in  the  facred  calendar ;  and  that  all 
the  other  annual  feafts,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  in- 
ftituted,  fhould  be*  regulated  by  that  of  the   Paflbver. 
This  injunSion  was  to  be  perpetual,  but  on  this  night 
they  were  moreover  to  fave  the  blood  of  the  lamb  in  a 
bafon,  and  fprinkle  the  two  fide  and  crofs  pofts  of  their 
doors  with  it,  that  the  deftroying  angel  might  leave  their 
houfes   untouched,    when   he  pafled  by  to  deftroy  the 
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firft-born  of  Egypt,  and  to  execute  the  divine  vengeance 
on  their  gods,  whether  it  were  their  princes,  who,  in 
the  language  of  Scripture,  are  often  called  gods,  or  thofe 
animals  which  that  fuperilitious  nation  worfhipped.  In 
memory  of  which  great  deliverance,  they  were  to  keep 
this  fead  of  unleavened  bread  feven  days,  that  is,  from 
the  fourteenth  day  at  even,  until  the  twenty-firft  day  at 
even :  during  which,  whofoever  was  found  among  them 
eating  leavened  bread,  whether  he  was  an  Ifraelite  or  a 
ftranger,  was  to  be  cut  off  from  Ifrael.  The  firft  and  laft 
of  ihefe  feven  days  were  to  be  kept  holy,  and  free  from 
all  n^anner  of  work.  Laftly,  no  ftranger  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  eat  of  the  Paflbver,  unlefs  he  confented  to  be 
circumcifed.  As  for  the  Ifraelites,  they  were  ftriftly  to 
remember  this  great  and  glorious  night,  and  to  inftruci 
their  children  in  the  meaning  of  this  inftitution,  that  they 
might  likewife  perpetuate  the  memory  of  it  to  future  ages. 

The  people,  whom  fo  many  judgments  executed  on  the 
Egyptians  had  rendered  more  tradable,  received  Mofes's 
orders  with  the  utmoft  rcfpeft,  and  went  to  prepare  for 
putting  them  in  execution. 

The  fatal  hour  being  come,  whilft  both  fides  were  in 
the  greateft  tranquillity,  the  Egyptians  thinking  now  all 
the  plagues  paft,  and  Pharaoh  flattering  himfelf  that 
Mofes's  menaces  againft  the  firil-born  had  proved  abor- 
tive, becaufe  four  days  were  elapfed  fince  they  were  de- 
nounced, God  fent  his  deftroying  minifters,  who  fuddenly 
difperfed  themfelves  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  fmote  all 
the  firft-born  with  immediate  death,  from  the  eldeft  fon 
of  him  who  fat  on  the  throne,  to  the  firft-born  of  the  im- 
prifoned  captive,  and  even  to  that  of  the  meaneft:  animal 
in  the  land.  The  firft  expedient  this  afirighted  monarch 
could  think  of  was  to  fend  for  Mofes  and  Aaron,  who 
bein  fettled  at  Ramefes,  not  far  from  hi^  capital  city, 
were  foon  brought  into  his  prefence.  Inftead  of  repeat- 
ing his  ufual  menaces,  he  was  now  urgent  and  preffing  for 
their  departure,  with  their  children,  cattle,  and  all  that 
they  had.  The  Egyptians  likewife  were  no  lefs  impa- 
tient to  fee  them  depart,  fearing  left  every  minute  of  their 
ftay  fliould  prove  fatal  to  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  Ifraelites 
found  them  as  ready  to  lend  them  the  moft  valuable 
things  they  had,  as  they  themfelves  were  to  borrow. 
Mofes,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Pharaoh's  change- 
able temper,  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  feize  the  pre- 
fent  opportunity.  He  forthwith  fettled  the  beft  order  he 
could  icduce  to  practice  among  that  vaft  multitude,  and 
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in  the  general  confufion  that  reigned,  gave  the  fignal  for 
their  departure  long  before  break  of  day.     Leaving  there- 
fore the  Egyptians  to   mourn  for  and  bury  their  dead, 
the  Ifraelites,   loaden  with  the  fpoils,  began  their  march 
under  theconduft  of  Mofes,  to   the  number  of  fix  hun-  ntnum- 
dred  thoufand  men  able  to  bear  arms,   befides   old  men,  ^f^  of  the 
wonnen,   and  children,   fervants,    and    an   innumerable  Vj'^^ittes 
multitude  of  ftrangers,  who  joined,  and  followed  them  in  out  to*^^^ 
their  march  (M).  '  As  foon  as  they  arrived  at  Succoth,  Egytt^ 
Mofes  direfted  them  to  encamp  according  to  their  tribes 
and  families,  which  was  likewife  the  order  they  had  fol- 
lowed in  their  march.     It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  diC- 
tance  from  Ramefes  to  the  utmoft  bt>rders   of  Egypt,  on 
the  fide  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  was  not  much  above  three- 
fcore  miles,  fo  that  Mofes  could,  in  a  few  days  march, 
have  brought  them  out  of  Pharaoh's  territories ;  yet  God 
fo  ordered  it,  that  they  were  full  forty  years  before  they 
arrived  in  the  Promifed  Land. 

Whilft  they  continued  at  Succoth,  Mofes  was   com-  nefirft^ 
manded  to  confecrate  the  firft-born   of  man  and  bead  to  ^^^^  ^f 
God  ;  the^  firft-born  of  men  to  be  redeemed  at  the  price  H^'^^^^T^ 
of  five  Ihekels  of  the  fanftuary,   each  worth  double  the 
common  fhekel,  that  is,  about  two  fhillings  and  fix  pence  j 
fo  that  the  whole  fum  amounted  to  about  twelve  millings 
and  fix  pence  ;  which  money  was  afterwards  to  be  given  to 
the  priefts.     This  redemption  was  fourided  not  only  upon 
the  right  which  God  has  over  all  his  creatures,  but  more 
particularly  on  his  indulgence  in  having  fpared  the  firft- 
born  of  the  Ifraelites,  when  he  fmote  thofe  of  the  Egyp- 


tians (N). 

(M)  -There  was  yet  one 
thing  wanting,  viz.  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  provifions  for  all 
that  multitude;  and  perhaps 
they  expected  to  have  had  time 
enough  to  procure  it  before 
their  march,  but  the  Egyptians 
drove  them  away  with  fuch 
cagernefs,  that  the  people  were 
forced  to  carry  their  pafte  with 
them  unleavened,  with  which 
they  baked  cakes  upon  the  coals. 
What  other  provifion  they 
could  get  they  took  with  them 
undrefTed,  and  marched  from 


^     Mofes, 

Ramefes  to  their  firft  encamp- 
ment at  Succoth.  Jofephus 
tells  us  that  their  dough,  and 
other  provifion,  which  they 
carried  from  Egypt,  lalled  a 
whole  month ;  but  it  is  not 
likely  that  they  would  load 
themfelves  with  fuch  luggage, 
which  in  all*  probability  they 
knew  not  how  to  preferve  fo 
long,  when  they  were  already 
burthened  with  the  valuable 
fpoils  of  the  Egyptians  ( i }. 

(N)  This  law  concerning  the 
firll-born  of  men  did  not  at  all 


(i)  Vide  Exod,  xxii,  per  tot.    Jofeph*  Antiq.  lib,  ii,  cap.  75. 
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Mofcs,  inftcad  of  taking  the  nearcft  way  to  tlie  land  of 
Canaan,  through  that  of  the  Philiftines,  wheeled  about 
along  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea  towards  Arabia  Petraa. 
They  proceeded  from  Succoth  to  Etham,  towards  Arabia 
Dcferta^  which  is  therefore  called  in  the  original  the  Wil- 
dernefsy  near  the  borders  of  which  Etham  was  lituate, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  fecond  day  after  their  depar- 
ture out  of  Egypt.  But  next  day,  it  feems,  Goddireded 
him  to  turn  towards  Pihahiroth,  which  lies  between  the 
Red  8ea,  Migdol,  and  Baal-2^phon  (O).  The  Supreme 
Being  was  alfo  pkafed  to  (hew  his  care  for  them  in  an- 
other miraculous  manner ;  for  though  he  might  have  no- 
tified to  them  when,  and  whither  to  march,  or  where  to 
halt  and  encamp,  as  he  (>gnified  his  other  commands  by 


regard  the  women  ;  for  if  the 
firfi-fruits  of  a  marriage  proved 
a  female,  no  redemption  was  to 
be  paid  for  her.  Secondly,  as 
to  that  of  beafls,  it  extended 
only  to  the  clean;  the  unclean 
beafts  were  either  to  be  re- 
deemed, each  by  one  that 'was 
clean,  as  an  afs  by  a  lamb,  or 
to  be  killed  and  flung  away. 
They  were  ordered  to  teach 
the  reafon  of  this  law  oi  re- 
demption to  their  children, 
and  grand -children,  that  their 
pofterity  might  never  be  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  it,  nor  the 
wonders  which  were  wrought 
in  favour  of  them  be  forgot. 
Among  all  the  cares  which 
Mofes  and  Aaron  had,  they  did 
not  forget  to  bring  Jofeph's 
coffin  and  bones  with  them, 
purfuant  to  the  oath  which 
that  .patriarch  had  exadied 
from  them.  The  Jews  tell  us 
they  placed  them  in  a  fump- 
tuous  car,  or  open  herle, 
which  proceeded  under  the 
guard  and  conduct  of  the 
tribes  of  Ephraim  and    Ma- 


nafieh,   his  two  children  (a)« 
(O)  We  k»ow  but  little  of 
the   geography    of   all    thefe 
places.     Etham  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  Buthee  of  Herodotus ; 
and   Pihahiroth,    the  city   of 
Heroum,  on  the  extreme  part 
of  the  Arabic   gulph,  or  the 
Phagroriopolis,       placed     by 
Strabo  near  the    fame   place. 
All  that  we  know  of  Migdol  is 
only,  that  it  fignifies  a  to^Mcr* 
Baal-Zephon  feems  wholly  un- 
known to  Jthe  ancient  geogra- 
phers.   The  Jewifli    rabbies, 
^nd,  after  them,  Grotius,  be- 
lieve it  to  have  been  an  idol 
fet  up  to  guard  the  confines  of 
Egypt.    Eufebius  takes  it  for 
a  town,  and  not  a  flatue,  and 
places  it  near  Clyfma ;  though 
St.  Jerom  has  omitted  it  in  bis 
tranflation.     It  flands  upon  the 
mofl  northern  point  of  the  Red 
Sea,  where  the  ancients,  efpc- 
cially    the   Jews,    think    the 
Ifraelites  pafTed  it,  and  where 
flands  to  this  day  a  Chriflian 
moriaftery  (3). 


(i)Vide   Elle  Shemoth   Rahbah.  (3)   Vide  Calm.  Hiflf. 

V.  T.  Comm.   in  Exod.  xiv.   &  Diflcrt,  on  Paflage  of  the  Red 
Sea, 

the 
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the  mouths  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  yet,  confidering  their 
(intradtable  tamper,  and  how  apt  they  would  be  to  mur- 
mur againft  their  leaders  at  every  difficulty  they  might 
encounter,  he  condefcended  to  conduG  them  by  the  mi-  ^hemira* 
raculous  appearance  of  a  pillar  of  fire  in  the  night,  and  a  ^^^^^^  P^^' 
column  of  fmoke  in  the  day.     Thefe  phsenomena  never      f{  jf 
forfook  them  during  their  forty  years  wandering  in  the 
wildernefs,  but  guided  their  progrefs  from  place  to  place  They  arg  led 
through  forty-two  encampments.     But  whether  it  was  fy  the  mi^ 
exhibited  at  their  firft,  fecond,  or  third  march,  at  Sue-  raculous 
coth  or  Etham,  docs  not  appear* from  the  text ".  ^'  ^^* 

By  this  time  the  king  of  Egypt  began  to  repent  of  his  Fharaoh 
parting  with  the  Ifraelit^s,  who,  he  perceived,  had  no  P^J^f^^* 
intention  to  return.    Thinking  they  might  eafily  be  fur-  */'^'*» 
prifed  among  the  mountains,  and  cut  off,  he  prepared  a 
confiderable  army,    together  with  fix    hundred  of   the 
choiceft   chariots,    befides  all   the  chariots  of  war  that 
could  be  found  in  Egypt,  and  began  his  march  in  purfuit 
of  the  fugitives.     Mofes  has  not  given  us  any  farther  par- 
ticulars concerning  that  army  5  but  Jofephus,  who   fel- 
dom  fails  to  improve  the  text,  whenever  it  ferves  for  the 
honour  of  his  country,  makes  it  amount  to  fix- hundred* 
chariots,  fifty  thoufand  horfe,  and  two  hundred  thoufand 
foot  * ;  and  Ezekiel,  the  poet  quoted  by  Eufebius,  hath 
increafed  it  to  a  million  of  men.    But,  whatever  the  army 
was,  Pharaoh  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it,  and  led  it      < 
with  fuch  fpeed,  that  he  overtook  tham.at  Pihahiroth,  ''^^overy 
and  encamped  there   in  full  fight  of  the  Ifraelites,  who 
being  a  pufillanimous  race,  inured  to  bondage,  could  not 
behold  the    enemy  fo  near    without    the   utmoft  con- 
ftemation.     Inftead  of  having  recourfe  to   that  mighty 
arm,  that  had  fo  vifibly  ftretchcd  itfelf  out  in  their  favour, 
they  ran  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  Mofes's  tent,  com- 
plaining that  he  had  brought  them  to  be  flaughtered  in 
the  wildernefs  \  and  that  they  had  now  nothing  to  expeft 
but  the  moft  cruel  death  in  that  difmal   place.     Mofes,  Mofes 
inftead  of  upbraiding  them  with  their  cowardice  and  in-  comforts 
gratitude,    endeavoured  to  afTuage  their   fears  with  the  {hedefpatr" 
aflfurance,  that  this  would  be  the  laft  time  of  their  feeing  |^  ''^^' " 
the  Egyptians.   He  had  confulted  God,  who  ordered  them 
forthwith  to  begin  their  march  towards  the  fea,  direfting 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ftretch  out  his  rod  over  it,  when 
the  waters  would   inftantly  divide,    and   make  way  for 
them  to  pafs  through,  as  on  dry  land ;  whereas  Pharaoh^ 

a  Exod.  xiii,  ver,  ult.  '  Jaf.  Ant  lib.  xi,  cap.  15. 
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and  his  whole  army,  fliould  they  venture  to  purfutf^ 
fliould  be  finally  overw^helmed.  Accordingly,  a  ftrong 
call  wind  dividing  that  arm  of  the  fea,  afforded  a  paffage, 
and  the  Ifraelites  were  beginning  their  march  towards  it, 
when  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  who  condufted  them  in  the 
pillar  of  fire,  removed  from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the 
army,  and  flood  between  them  and  the  Egyptians  ;  thus 
producing  a  double  effeft,  giving  light  to  the  Ifraelites  ia 
their  march,  and  dazzling  the  eyes  of  their  enemies,  to 
prevent  their  perceiving  what  was  doing  among  the  He- 
brews. "We  are  given  to- underftand,  that  whilfl  thefe 
were  paffing  through  the  fea,  the  wates  arofe  in  heaps, 
and  flood  as  a  wall  on  each  fide  them  (R).  The  Egyp- 
tians, perceiving  that  the  Ifraelites  were  marching  off, 
that  the  cloud  which  condudled  them  was  removed  to- 
wards the  fea,  refolved  upon  a  clofe  purfuit,  not  dream- 
ing that  they  were  launching  into  another  element,  much 
lefs  could  they  fuppofe  that  it  would  prove  as  fatal  to 
them  as  it  was  friendly  to  thofe  whom  they  fo  eagerly 
purfued.  For  it  doth  not  appear  by  the  text  that  the  Egyp- 
tians were  fenfible  of  their  entering  into  the  fea  ;  and  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  they  were  too  eager  in  the  pur- 
fuit, and  had  too  little  Hglit  to  perceive  the  danger  they 
were  running  into,  unlefs  we  will  fuppofe,  with  th€  Jewifh 
hiftorianJ',  that,  becaufe   they  faw  the  Ifraelites  march 


y  Jof.  Ant.  lib 

(R)  Many  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians  have  imagined  that  this 
paffage  was  cffeded  by  coafl^ing 
one  end  or  corner  of  the  Red 
Sea  at  low  water,  without  any 
miraculous  interpofitton  in  their 
behalf.  In  effe6);,  it  is  not  at 
all  impoilible,  that  a  flrong 
wind,  co-operating  with  the 
ebb,  might  leave  fpace  enough 
for  a  coniiderable  army  to  pafs 
within  high -water  mark ;  and 
that  the  return  of  the  tide,  re- 
inforced by  a  flro'ng  gale  froni 
the  oppofite  quarter,  might , 
overwhelm  their  purfucrs.  In- 
deed Artaphanes,  an  ancient 
writer,  quoted  by  Eufebius, 
afl'ures  us,  this  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  prieils  of  Memphis, 
while  thofe  of  Heliopolis  be- 


.  ii.cap.  i6« 

lieved  it  to  be  altogether  a  fu- 
pernatural  phaenomenon.  Jo- 
fephus  feems  to  fpeak  doubt- 
fully on  the  fubjed,  mention- 
ing the  Pamphylian  fea,  which 
retired  from  the  fhore,  and 
opened  a  paflage  for  Alexander 
and  his  army,  in  his  expedition 
againll  the  Perfians;  while 
Grotius  and  Le  Clerc  declare 
for  the  paiTage  of  the  Ifraelites 
along  fliore,  though  they  ac- 
knowlege  the  interpofition  of 
a  Divine  Providence  in  the 
ftrong  wind  that  blew,  caufing 
the  waters  to  retire  farther 
than  ufu'al,  fo  that  they  recoil- 
ed with  greater  violence  upon 
the  Egyptians.— The  whole 
tranfadlion  was  undoubtedly 
miraculous. 

fefely 
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fafcly  through  the  fea,  they  vainly  hoped  they  might  take 
the  fame  route,  and  were  not  undeceived  till  it  was  too 
late.  By  break  of  day  they  began  to  find  their  chariots 
move  more  and  more  heavily,  and  had  fo  many  indica^- 
tions  of  God's  fighting  againft  them,  as  made  them  re- 
folve  upon  turning  about,  and  fleeing  from  thofe  virhom 
they  fo  eagerly  purfued.  But  all  their  hafte  could  not  nty  are 
fave  them  :  God  commanded  Mofcs  to  ftretch  again  his  alldronvn- 
rod  over  the  fea,  and  he  had  no  fooner  obeyed,  but  the  '^* 
waves,  which  had  been  till  then  miraculoufly  fufpended, 
fell  in  again  by  their  own  weight,  and  overwhelmed  Pha- 
raoh and  his  hoft,  fo  that  not  one  of  them  efcaped  from 
the  common  ruin ;  whilft  the  Ifraelites  beholding,  with 
wonder  and  amazement,  the  carcafes  and  the  rich  fpoils 
of  their  enemies  thrown  upon  the  fea-fhore,  began  to  fear 
the  Lord,  and  refign  themfelves  implicitly  to  his  direc- 
tion (S).  •  ^ 

Mofes  well  knowing  the  levity  and  fickle  temper  of  the 
people  whom  he  had  to  govern,  took  hold  of  this  happy 
difpofition   to   celebrate  this  miraculous  viftory,  and  to 
infpire  them  with  the   deepeft  fentiments  of  gratitude  to 
their  Almighty  Deliverer,     To  this  end  he  compofed  a   Mofes^s 
hymn,  in  which  he  extolled  the  greatnefs  of  God's  power,  fongfor 
difplayed  in  this  fignal  miracle,  and  his  amazing  mercy  ^^"  ^^''* 
towards  his  people.    Having  divided  the  Ifraelites  into  two  "^^^"^^^ 
great  choirs,  he  placed  himfelf  and  his  brother  Aaron  at 
the  head  of  the  men,  and  his  filler  Miriam  at  the  head  of 
the  women  ;  and  while  the  former  fung  the  canticle,  the 
MTomen  anfwered  alternately  to  each  verfe,  repeating  the 
firft  words  of  it :  "I  will  fing  to  the  Lord  j  for  he  has 

.    (S)  The  exa£t  fituation  of  much  about  its  fituation,  that 

the  places,    at  which  the  If-  we  are  flill  to  feek  for  the  fide 

raelitet  entered,  and  came  out  on  which  it  flood,  whether  on 

of  the  fea,    are  fo  much  un-  the  north,    on  the    eaA,    or 

known  to  us,  that  it  is  next  to  fouth  or  weft  fhore  of  the  A- 

impoilible    to    defcribe    their  rabic  gulph.     For  which  rea- 

route  with  any  tolerable  cer-  fon  we  hope  the  reader  will 

tainty*     For  fliould  we  fo  far  excufe  us  from  entering  into 

depend  upon  Eufebius,  as  to  any    farther    enquiry     about 

ibeiieve  Baal-zephon  to   have  them,  and   for  referring  him 

been  Clyfma,  and  that  the  an-  to  a  learned  author,  who  hath 

cient  tradition  were  true,  that  obliged  the  world  with  a  curious 

it   was  at  this  latter  place  they  and   elaborate  diflertation  on     , 

pailed  the  fea;  yet  the  gene-  this  fubje^  (i). 
lality  of  geographers  differ  fo 

,  (i}Sbaw*8Supplementy  cbaptfviii.    See  alfo  lus  Travels* 
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greatly  triumphed,  and  has  overthrown  the  horfe  and  its 
rider  into  th.e  fea."  Their  mufic  was  likewife  accom- 
panied with  dances,  and  the  found  of  fuch  inftruments  as 
they  had  brought  with  them  from  Egypt. 

And  now  the  Ifraelites  began  to  think  that  a  few  days 
march  would  eafily  bring  them  to  the  borders  of  the  Pro- 
mifed  Land,  the  conqueft  o,f  which  could  not  but  appear 
cafy  to  them,  who  had  God  for  their  proteftor,  and 
Mofes  for  their  guide.  Indeed,  if  they  had  met  with  no 
other  difficulties  than  the  ruggednefs  of  the  way,  and  the 
hatred  and  oppofition  of  thofe  warlike  nations  that  in- 
habited it,  Canaan  would  foon  have  been  in  their  poflef- 
Con.  But  their  ilubbom  and  ungrateful  temper,  their 
continual  murmurings  and  rebellions  againft  God,  joined 
to  an  invincible  fbndnefs  for  idolatry  and  fuperilition, 
proved  not  only  a  conflant  obftacle  to  their  hopes,  but  an 
cndlefs  fource  of  misfortunes  to  them,  and  of  grief  and 
vexation  to  their  leader,  though  otherwife  famed  above 
all  men  for  his  meek  and  gentle  difpofition.  They  had 
fcarce  travelled  three  days  from  the  Red  Sea,  into  the 
wildernefs  of  Shur,  before  their  exceffive  thirft,  and  want 
of  water,  exhaufted  all  their  patience,  infomuch,  that 
when  they  came  to  difcover  the  waters  of  Marah,  and 
found  them  too  bitter  to  drink,  they  filled  the  air  with 
Th  Ifraeh  their  complaints  againft  Mofes;  whoi  fearing  the  ill  con- 
ites  mur^  fequence  of  this  murmuring,  addrefled  himfelf  to  God  in 
murfor  jjjg  humbleft  manner,  and  was  direfted  td  a  tree,  which, 
tuater  whether  by  any  intrinfic  virtue,  or  by  a  new  miracle, 
fweetened  the  waters  as  foon  as  he  had  caft  it  into  the 
fource.  The  people,  indeed,,  ceafed  to  murmur  as  fbot» 
as  they  had  quenched  their  thirft  ;  but  as  this  was  neither 
a  fatisfadlion  for  their  late  riot,  nor  a  fecurity  againft 
future  relapfes,  'God  was  pleafed*  to  make  a  farther  trial 
of  their  future  obedience,  by  giving  them  here  fon^e  new 
ftatutes,  adding  a  promife,  that  if  they  obfefved  them 
\irith  an  upright  mind,  he  would  ftiower  down  upon  them 
continual  bleffings.  In  memory  of  the  bitter  ^waters,  the 
place  was  called  Marah,  from  whence  they  went  and  en- 
camped at  Elim,  where  they  found  twelve  fountains  of 
water,  and  feventy  palm-trees ;  and  there  they  continued 
about  three  weeks  *. 

From  Elim  they  marched  towards  the  wildernefs  of  Sin, 
by  which  route  they  removed  ftill  farther  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Promifed  Land  ;  but  as  they  were  diredled  by 

«  Exod.  XV.  pef  tot* 

the 
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the  miraculous  pillar,  they  were  forced  to  follow  Whither- 
foever  it  Jed  the  way.     Here  their  provisions  becoming  A  new 
exceeding  fcarce,  they  began  to  murmur  more  violently  murmur 
than  ever,  repenting  from  their  hearts  that^thcy  had  fuf-  fi^  '*^^^} 
fered  themfelves  to  be  decoyed  from  the  flefh-pots  and  ^^P^°'^*' 
plenty  of  provifion,  which  they  enjoyed  in  Egypt,  into  a 
barren  wildernefs,  where  they  could  expeft   nothing  but 
to  die  with  hunger.     This  tumultuous  deportment,  which 
fcemed  levelled  at  God  himfelf,  whofe  directive  column 
they  had  followed  into  that  defert  place,  provoked  no   re- 
proof, but  a  gracious  promife  to  rain  down  bread  from   f^anna 
heaven.     The  Lord  commanded  them  to  go  and  gather  a  promi/ed. 
certain  quantitjr  of  manna  every  morning,  and  on  thefixth 
to  provide  a  double  portion,  "becaufe  they  were  not  to  ex- 
pe£t  any  to  fall  on  the  feventh,  which  was  afterwards  to 
be  kept  holy.     Aaron,  in  communicating  this  meffage  %o 
the  people,  failed  not  to  give  them  a  fevere  reprimand  for 
their  murmurings.     He  had  fcarce  made  an  end  of  fpeakn 
ing,  when   the   people,  looking  towards  the  wildernefs, 
beheld  the  glory  of  God  difplayed  out  of  the  cloud  ;  from 
which  God  confirmed  again  what  Aaron  had  promifed  to   Slutub 
the   people,   afluring  them,  that  they  fhould   that  very  P^^^fi^^* 
evening  be  fatisfied  with  plenty  of  flefh,  and  next  morning 
find  that  heavenly  bread  which  he  had  promifed  to  pro- 
vide. 

The  firft  part  of  this  promife  was  accordingly  fulfilled 
that  very  evening,  by  whole  clouds  of  quails^,  which  came 
pouring  down  upon  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  alighted  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  they  quite  covered  their  camp  (T) ;  the 
other  was  accomplifhed  by  the  manna,  which  defcended 
by  the  very  next  morning.  This  laft  did  not,  indeed',  fall 
clbfe  to  the  camp,  but  at  fome  diftance  from  it,  towards 
the  wildernefs.  By  break  of  day,  therefore,  the  Ifraelites 
followed  Mofes  towards  the  place,  where  he  (hewed  them 


(T)  It  muil  be  remembered, 
that  tl*is  was  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April,  which  is  the  time  in 
which  that  bird  is'obferved  to 
crofs  the  Red  Sea  in  vaft  num- 
bers, and  incredible  quanti- 
ties are  ftill  caught  there  about 
this  tinie.  Ludolph,  in  his 
Treatife  of  Locufls,  at  the  end 
of  his  Appendix  to  his  Defcrip- 
tion  of  Abyifinia,  has  offered 
fome  probable  arguments    to 


prove  that  thefe  were  fuch, 
and  not  quails.  He  affirms 
them  not  only  to  be  in  great 
plenty  in  thofe  parts,  and  all 
over  Africa,  but  likewife  de- 
clares they  were  efteemed  a  de- 
licious food.  We  own,  in- 
deed, that  the  word  is,  even  by 
the  confeffion  of  the  Jews,  of 
very  uncertain  fignification, 
and  may  as  well  fignify  a  locuft 
as  a  quails 

X  3  a  kind 
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a  kind  of  white  dew,  refembling  a  fmall  hoar  froft,  which 
covered  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and   told  them,  that  this 
was'the  bread  which  God  had  promifed  to  feed  them  with 
during  their  abode  in  the  defert;  commanding  them   tq 
gather  a  homer  for  every  head,  which  is  about  five  pints, 
or  forty-three  eggs*.     The  people  no  fooner  faw  this  new 
bread,  than  they  exclaimed,  **  What   is  this  ?    Whence 
Cometh  it  ?  "  for  they  were  furprifed  at  the  ftrangenefs  of 
it ;  and  from  thence  they  gave  it  the  name   of  man,  or 
manna  (U).     For  a  memorial  of  this  miraculous   bread 
Mofes  was  ordered  to  preferve  a  homer-  full  in  a  veflel,  to 
be  afterwards  depofited  in  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and 
preferved  in  it,  as  a  witnefs  to  future  ages  **.    Leaving  this 
defert  of  Sin,  and  advancing  a  few  days  journey  tow^ards 
Mount  Horeb,  they  raifed  freih  murmurs  at  Rephidim,  for 
A  ntvf         want  of  water.     Mofes  ftrove  in  vain  to  perfuade  them  to 
murmur       ^,^j^  God's  leifure  j  they  only  grew  more  defperate,  and 
ofiAfotir  •    were  ready  to  (lone  him  to  death.     In  this  emergency  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  Lord,  who  foon  difpelled   his  fears, 
promifing  to  fignalize  this  place  by  a  miraculous  fource  of 
water,  as  he  had  diftinguifhed  the  laft  by  a  fupematural 
fupply  of  food.     He   commanded  him  to   condud  the 
elders  of  Ifrael,  and  all  the  people,  to   Mount  Horeb, 
afTuring  him  that,  upon  fmiting  the    rock  with  his  mira* 
culous  rod,  the  waters  fhould  immediately  gu(h   out,  in 
fuch  plentiful  ftreams,  as  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
which  allay  their  thirft.     Mofes,  obeying  the  injunction,  God 

flows  from  youchfafed  to  fend  them  plenty  of  water ;  and  in  memory 
lousrock.      of  this  new   murmuring  the  place   was   called  Mafiah, 
tempting^  and  Meribah,  contention. 

About  this  time,  the   Ifraelites  being  attacked   by  the 
Amalekites,  Mofes  was  forced  to  detach  his  fervant  Joihua^ 

*  Le  Seen.  EfTay  on  a  New  TranQation>  p.  170.  R.  Salom. 
*Exod.  xiv. 

(U)  Man  hu,  in  the   origi-  late  it    muftard-feed^    becaufe 

nal,  fignifies  ^whaty  or  njohence  one  fort  of  it   is  whitifli  ;  and 

U  this  T    Not  fo  eafy  is  it  to  Aben  Ezra  frankly  owns,  that 

know  the  meaning  of  the  word  he  knows  not  what  feed  it  is. 

gad,  which  we  tranflate  cori^  In  another  place  it  is  compar- 

ander-feed^  though,    according  ed,  in  colour,  to  bdellium,  of 

to  the  original,    it  ihould  be  which  we  know  as   little ;  for 

rendered,  and  it  was  white  like  the   gum   fo  called  is  quite  a 

the  feed  of  Gad^  whereas  cori-  different    fubftance  to   which 

andcr  is  of  a  brown   colour,  this  name  has  been  given  by 

Some  Jews,  therefore,  ^x^xS>  the  modems. 

with 
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Vith'a  fufficient  force,^to  make  head  againft  them,  whilft 
he  hiYnfelf  fliould  afcend  to  the  Mount,  to  intreat  God  for 
hisfuccefs.  Accordingly,  next  morning,  he  wenf  up, 
with  his  brother  Aaron  and  Hur,  to  a  neighb6uring  hill,' 
whence  they  could  have  a  full  view  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and  held  up  his  hands  in  prayer,  whilft  Jolhua  was  fight- 
ing with  the  Amalekites.  And  here  God  paid  a  fingular 
regard  to  his  intercefBon,  for,'  whilft  he  held  his  hands 
up  Jofliua  prevailed,  and  when  he  let  them  down  Amalek 
had  the  advantage ;  but  at  length  they  grew  fo  heavy,  Amalek 
that  Aaron  and  Hur  were  forced  to  ftay  them  up  on  each  difcomfitedi 
fide  till  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  that  is,  till  Ifracl 
gained  the  viftory,  and  Amalek  was  difcomfited.  Mofes 
was  ordered  to  record  this  fignal  viftory,  and  to  vow  per- 
petual war  againft  the  Amalekites,  till  their  very  remem- 
brance fhould  be  quite  blotted  outi  He  alfo  reared  up  an 
altar  to  God,  and  called  it  Jehovah-niiJi,  the  Lord  is  my 
banner  5  to  intimate,  that  God,  who  had  made  them  de- 
nounce war  againft  Amalek,  would  not  fail  to  crown  it 
with  fuccefs  *^. 

The  defeat  of  Amalek  opened  a  way  for  the  Ifraelites  to 
Mount  Sinai,   where  their  abode  was  fignalized  by  the 
wonderful  promulgation  of  the  law,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  principal  ceremonies  which  th^ y  were  afterwards 
to  obferve.     Mean  w^hiie,  God,  who  forafaw  what  an  ad- 
dition the  office  would  be  to  the  other  cares  and  fatigues  Jetkro 
of  Mofes,  did,  in  good  time,  conduft  his  hofpitable  father-  f?.^"^' 
in-law,  with  Zipporah  and  her  two  fons,  to  the  camp  of  "^^J*^* 
Ifrael.     Jethro,  obferving  with  what  patience  his  fon-in- 
law  ftood  to  hear  the  people's  complaints  from  morning 
to  night,  and  fearing  left  he  fhould  in  time  fink  under  the 
fatigue,    advifed   him  to  fele£t  a  competent  number  of 
elders,  who  (hould  help  him  to  bear  fuch  a  part  of  the- 
burden,  as  would  otherwtfe  have  proved  too  much  for  his 
ftrength  5  an  account  of  which  we  have  already  given  in 
the  hiftory  of  Midian.     Mofes  was  thus,  eafed  of  a  great 
load  by  the  appointment  of  thofe  inferior  judges,  fome  of 
whom  he  fet  over  thoufands,  others  over  hundreds,  and 
others  over  tens,  referving  the  moft  momentous  caufes 
to  bis  own  cognizance.     Soon  after  this  tranfaftion  his 
father-in-law  took  leave  of  him,  while  he  gave  the  fignal 
for  decamping  from  Rephidim,  and  marched  to  the  wil- 
demefs  of  Sinai :  a  removal  which  was  made  about  the 

c  Exod.zvii.pertot. 
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beginning  of  the  third  month  aftCr  their  departure  from 
Egypt «». 

His  next  care  was  to  order  their  encampment  fo,  that 
there  might  be  a  confiderable  fpace  between  it  and  the 
mountain.  Whilft  they  were  pitching  their  tents,  ac- 
cording to  his  direftions,  Mofes  went  up  to  the  moun- 
tain,  where  he  was  commanded  to  remind  the  Ifraelites 
of  all  the  wonders  which  God  had  wrought  in  their  fa- 
vour, and  to  aflure  them,  if  they  proved  obedient  to 
God's  laws,  he  would  ftill  look  upon  them  as  his  peculiar 
people,  a  favourite  nation,  and  a  royal  priefthood.  Mofes, 
defcending  from  the  Mount,  affembled  the  elders,  and 
charged  them  to  acquaint  the  people  with  the  gracious  mef- 
fage,  who  likewife  promifed  all  poflible  obedience  to 
God's  commands  ;  upon  which  he  direfted  them  to  pre- 
pare themfelves,  againft  the  third  day,  for  the  glorious 
fcene  that  was  to  be  afted ;  to  wafh  their  cloaths,  and 
abftain  from  all  nuptial  commerce.  He  cautiooed  them 
from  approaching  the  mountain  under  the  fevereft  penal- 
ties, obferving,  that  either  man  or  bead  tranfgreffing  this 
injunftion,  Should  be  immediately  iloned,  or  fhot  to 
death.  The  fignal  for  their  coming  out  was  to  be  the 
found  of  the  miraculous  trumpet :  accordingly,  on  the 
third  day,  the  people  having  prepared  themfelves  in  obe- 
dience to  the  divine  injunftion,  and  being  in  the  utmoft 
expectation  for  this  wonderful  fight,  they  faw,  by  break 
of  day,  the  mountain  furrounded  by  the  thickeft  cloud, 
from  whence  iflued  forth  fuch  thunders  and  lightnings,  as 
filled  them  with  terror  and  amazement.  The  found  of 
the  trumpet  being  heard,  Mofes  brought  -the  people  out 
<5F  their  camp  towards  the  Mount,  as  far  as  the  barrier 
which  he  had  fetj  and  there  they  obferved  the  top  of 
Sinai  covered  with  fire  and  fmoke,  whilft  the  foundation 
of  it  feemed  to  fliake  under  their  feet.  In  the  midft  of 
this  dreadful  fcene,  the  trumpet  being  heard  ftill  louder 
and  ftronger,  God  called  to  Mofes,  and  bid  him  bring 
his  brother  Aaron  with  him  5  they  immediately  went  up, 
and  were  both  involved  in  the  cloud.  The  thunders  and 
the  trumpets  ceafed  foon  after,  when  God  was  heard 
from  the  midft  of  the  fire  and  fmoke,  which  continued 
all  the  while,  to  pronounce  the  ten  principal  laws,  which 
were  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft,  and  of  which  an 
account  hath  already  been  given  * :  thefe  Mofes  was  order- 

^  Vide  Ufher  Ann.  A.  M.  2513.    Riberam  de  Tempi,  lib.  r, 
cap.  7,  &  aU  •  See  Seft,  ii.  of  this  Chapter,  p.  116—183. 
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cd  afterwards  •  to  write  upon  two  tables  of  ftone  ^  In 
the  mean  time  the  people,  aftonifhed  at  what  they  faw 
-and  heard,  removed  farther  off,  and  Mofes  defgended. 
The  divine  voice  had  no  fooner  done  fpeaking,  than  they 
approached  Mofes,  and,  in  a  tranfport  of  fear  and  fur* 
prize,  promifing  all  poflible  obedience  to  the  divine  pre- 
cepts, befought  him  that  he  would,  for  the  future,  fpeak 
to  them  in  God's  ftead,  left,  if  they  ihould  hear  his  dread- 
ful  voice  again,  they  ihould  die  with  horror  and  amaze- 
ment. Mofes,  commending  the  awe  and  regard  which, 
they  exprefled,  went  up  again  to  the  mountain,  where, 
for  that  time,  God  was  pleafed  to  add  a  few  ceremonial  Sonu  an* 
laws  to  thofe  moral  precepts,  which  he  had  couched  in  the  «*w^ 
Decalogue ;  all  which,  as  well  as  thofe  he  received  after-  ?^^j  '^'* 
wards  from  time  to  time,  we  have  alfo  already  given  in 
one  body.  To  prevent  needlefs  repetitions,  we  fhall  avoid 
following  the  divine  hiftorian  too  clofe  in  all  the  inters 
courfe  he  had  with  God  ;  wherein  the  obfervance  of  the 
fame  laws  is  inculcated  over  and  over,  the  fame  affur- 
ances  of  the  divine  favour  and  affiftance,  and  fevere 
threatenings  in  cafe  of  their  difobeying,  and  the  fame  pro- 
mifes  of  their  pofTeffing  the  lands  of  the  Canaanites^ 
Amorites,  Hittites,  Hivitcs,  Perizzites,  Girgaflaites,  and 
•  Jebufitesy  being  repeated  almoft  upon  every  freih  occafion* 
What  might  induce  Providence  td  deliver  them  in  that 
feemingly  irregular  and  interrupted  method,  is  not  eafy  to 
be  gueffed,  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that  a  more  methodical 
manner  would  have  favoured  too  n)uch  of  human  wifdom* 
But,  neither  the  frequent  repetition  of  thefe  promifes  and 
denunciations,  itbr  the  grievous  punifhments  which  wer^ 
infii£):ed  upot^  them,  in  confequence  of  their  difobedience, 
proved  fuificient  to  bend  their  ftubborn  seeks,  or  cure 
them  of  their  paifion  for  the  gods  of  the  Egyptians.  Ii^ 
vain,  it'feems,  had  the  true  God  declared  that  he  would 
fend  his  angel  to  facilitate  their  way,  and  to  bring  them  to 
the  Propnifed  Land ;  and  that,  if  they  proved  obedient  to 
his  voice,  and  kept  themfelves  from  the  pollutions  of 
thofe  nations  which  they  went  to  conquer,  he  would  in- 
fufe  a  panic  fear  into  their  enemies,  fo  that  they  (hould 
not  be  able  to  refift ;  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  them  to 
underftand,  that  they  fhould  not  make  a  complete  con^ 
queft  of  them  at  once,  left  the  wild  beafts  fhould  prove 
too  ftrdng  for  them  \  but  that  they  fhould  carry  it  on  gra-» 
dually,  till  they  had  extended  it  from  the  Red  Sea  unto 

^  £xod.  xix.  per  tot.  cap.  xx.  per  tot. 

the 
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•  the  Sea  of  the  Philiftines,  and  from  the  defert  unto  tbc 


river  ". 


^he  eevi'  Immediately  after  this  communication,  Mofes  reared  an 
nant  be-  altar  to  God,  and  offered  burnt-facrifices  and  pcace-ofFer- 
'*"^Ta^  ings  upon  it;  and  having  caufed  the  contents  of  this  new 
peepie  rati'  covenant  to  be  read  to  all  the  people,  and  exa6^ed  a 
fid^  folemn  promife  from  them,  that  they  would  keep  it  faith- 

fully, he  ratified  it  by  fprinkling  the  altar,  the  book,  and 
the  people  with  the  blood  of  the  viftims ;  then  ordered 
twelve  pillars  to  be  erefted,  one  for  each  tribe,  as  a  (land- 
ing monument  of  this  alliance  between  God  and  them. 
Having  made  an  end  of  this  ceremony,  he  took  with  him 
^offs  fakes  Aaron,  Nadab,  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the  elders  of  If- 
^ik'^Sr       ^^^^i  fome  part  of  the  way  towards  the  mountain,  where 
mp  tonvardj  ^^^J  beheld  the  God  of  Ifrael  in  a  kind  of  vifion ;  and 
ihemouk'     Mofes  having  committed  the  care  of  the  people  to  them, 
tain.  took  Jofhua  up  into  the  mountain  with  him,  and  ftayed 

Goes  hm-     there  full  forty  days.     It  was  during  this  interval,  that 

ihtH '  ^^^  &^^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^  tables  of  ftone,  whereon  were 
written  the  Ten  Commandments  by  the  finger,  that  is,  by 
the  immediate  command  and  direftion  of  God  himfelf ; 
together  with  the  whole  plan  of  the  Jewifli  religion,  of 
the  tabernacle,  and  all  the  utenfils  belonging  to  it ;  and 
feveral  other  laws  concerning  the  priefts,  Levites,  an4 
laity;  in  particular  an ^ order  for  exafting  a  free-will  of- 
fering from  all  the  children  of  Ifrael,  according  to  their 
abilities,  of  gold,  filver,  brafs,  fcarlet,  filk,  wool,  oil, 
fpices,  and  all  other  neceflary  materials  for  the  taber-s 
nacle,  ark  of  the  covenant,  prieftly  robes,  and  all  other 
things  that  were  to  be  appointed  for  the  public  worfhip  % 
The  care  of  making  all  thefe  things  was  committed  to 
Bezaleel  of  Ae  tribe  of  Judah,  and  Aholiab  of  the  tribe 
of  Dan,  two  perfons  whom  God  had  endowed  with  an 
extraordinary  fkill  and  wifdom  to  contrive  and  execute  all 
thefe  defigns,  according  to  his  dire6i:ions  p. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  who  had  feen  Mofes  en-s 

Is  given      ^^r   into  the  cloud,  whilft  the  top  of  the   mountain  was 

ever  by  the  all  in  flames,  after  they  had  waited  above  a  month  for  his 

people.         return,  began  to  give  him  over  for  loft.  '  In'  this  appre- 

henfion  tbey  aflerabled  in  a   tumultuous  manner  about 

Aaron's  tent,    and  told  him,   that  as  they  defpaired  of 

Mofes *s  return,  it  was  very  expedient  that  he  fhould  make 

them  fome  gods  to  dire£l  and  protcft  them  in  their  pror 

*  Exod.  xxiv.  31.      «  Exod.  cap.  xxv.  ad  cap.  xxx.      p  Exod. 
xxxi.  paflim. 

grefs^ 
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grefs.  Aaron  does  not  feem  to  have  hefitated  one  mo- 
ment, but  direfted  them  immediately  to  bring  him  fufE- 
cient  quantity  of  their  gold  ornaments,  to  make  them  a 
golden  calf.  So  eager  were  the  people  for  this  new  god, 
mat  they  willingly  parted  with  their  gold  ear-rings  to 
Aaron,  who  loft  no  time  to  have  it  caft  according  to  his 
promifel  Having  fet  it  upon  a  pedeftal,  in  full  fight  of 
all  the  camp,  and  reared  up  an  altar  before  it,  he  told 
them  in  their  own  dialed,  that  thefe  were  the  gods  which 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  appointed  the  next  day 
as  a  folemn  feftival,  which  they  began  with  offering  burnt- 
facrifices  and  peace-ofFerings,  and  concluded  with  feaft- 
ing  and  dancing. 

Mofes,  accompanied  by  his  fervant  Jofcua,    coming  y^^  ^f  p|^ 
down  from  the  mountain  with  the  two  tables,  was  not  a       857. 
little  furprifed  to  hear  their  loud  ihouts ;  but  when  he  Ante  Chr, 
drew  near  and  beheld  them  worfhipping  the  calf  in  imi-      '49'* 
tation  of  the  Egyptian  Apis,  which  his  brother  had  fet  up,   ^  ^ 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  confufion  and  concern.     In  the   comes dowm 
firft  tranfports  of .  his  paflion,  he  broke  the  two  tables,  from  the 
then  advancing  to  his  brother,  upbraided  him  in  the  fe-  Mount  5 
vereft  terms,  for  having  been   acceflary  to  fuch  an  im-  ^^'^'J^ 
pious  apoftacv,  which  laid  them  open,  naked,  and  de-    *^^ 
tencelefs  to  all  their  enemies  \  as   they  undoubtedly  for- 
feited the   divine  proteftion,    which  alone  could  bring 
them  fafc  into  the  Promifed  Land  ■• 

Aaron  failed  not  to  lay  the  blame  on  thb  tumultuous 
people ;  but  Mofes,  inftead  of  liftening  to  his  excufes,  * 
fet  himfelf  immediately  about  the  deftruftion  of  the  idol, 
and  the  punifhment  of  fuch  of  the  delinquents  as  his 
prefence  had  not  driven  away  from  the  place  where  it  was 
adored.  He  caufed  the  calf  to  be  taken  down,  bumt^ 
ground  into  powder,  and  caft  into  the  water,  of  which 
he  made  all  the  people  afterwards  drink.  During  this 
tranfaftion,  he  called  aloud,  "  Who  is  on  the  Lord's 
fide?"  and  finding  that  the  fons  of  Levi  immediately 
joined  him,  he  commanded  them  to  gird  on  their  fwords, 
and  flay  indifferently  all  that  they  ^ound  ftill  »t  the  ido- 
latrous feaft,  without  regard  to  age,  quality,  kindred, 
friendfhip,  or  acquaintance.  Thefe  went  forthwith  from 
Mofes's  prefence,  and  punilhed  with  immediate  death  tg,itis%U 
about  three  thoufand  of  the  delinquents,  whom  they  found  ^ftree  thou* 
ftiU  in  the  midft  of  their  mirth  fX).'    The  people  feeing  fanddelm- 

this  J«'*^^* 
*  Exod.  xxxii.  i ,  &  feq. 

(X)  This  zeal  of  the  tribe    did  not  go  long  unrewarded : 
pf  Levj  againfl  thofc  idolaters,    it  not  only  wiped  off  that  ble- 

mifh, 
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this  dreadful  example,  and  having  heard  with  what  fe-. 

verity  Mofes  had  reproved  his  brother,  were  ftruck  with 

Mofes  re-     the  greateft  conilernation  :  but  he  went  up  to  the  Mount 

tums  to  the  again,  and  interceded  fo  powerfully  for  them,  that  he  at 

M^unt.        length  obfcained,  not  only  their  pardon,  but  a  renewal  of 

God's  former  promife,- of  bringing  them  into  the  land  of 

Canaan  under  the  condu£l;  of  his  angel.     Both  the  pardon 

and  promife  were   fo  far  conditional,    that  the  people 

fliould  make  fome  atonement  for  their  rebellion,   by  a 

folemn  and  public  a£t  of  humiliation,  and  a  prcilnife  to 

be  more  obedient  for  the  future ;  for  in  cafe  of  relapfc 

they  were  told  this  crime  would  be  remembered  in  their 

puniftiment  •. 

One  of  thcfe  conditions  the  people  immediately  em- 
braced^ and  a  folemn  fail  was  kept  throughout  the  whole 
camp,  during  which  they  divefted  themfelves  of  all  their 
gaudy  apparel,  and  coftly  ornaments  ;  and  in  memory  of 
this  fin  and  of  the  breaking  of  the  two  tables,  the  Jews 
obferve  that  fad  yearly  even  to  this  day.  At  the  fame 
time  God,  to  adminifter  fome  comfort  to  Mofes,  whom 
he  faw  labouring  under  fuch  a  heavy  load  of  grief  and 
care,  was  pleafed  at  his  requeft,  to  grant  him  a  fight  of 
hh  glory,  that  is,  as  the.  context  explains  it*,  a  fight  of 
that  angel  under  whofe  direction  and  care  they  were  to 
go  and  conquer  the  Promrfed  Land  { Y). 

Mofes  having  ftayed  in  the  Mount  other  forty  days  and 
nights,  made  two  other  tables,  like  tbofe  which  he  had 

•  £xod.  xxxii.  per  tot.  t  £xod.  xxxili.  it>  &  feq. 

mifli,  which  their  progenitor  other  privileges  and  immuni- 

had  intailed  upon  them,    for  ties,  of  which  an  account  hath 

the  bloody  maflkcre  of  the  Se-  been  given  in  a  former  fe6tion. 
chemites,    but  in  a  very  (hort         (Y)  The  account,     which 

time  procured  them  the  Levi-  Mofes  gives  us  of  this  divine  vi- 

tical  prieflhood,  which,  though  lion,  is  none  of  the  cleareft;  and 

fubordinate  to  that  of  Aaron  fome  of  the  exprellions  whijcb 

and  his  pt^ilerity,  intitled  them  he    ufes,    fuch    as,     that    he 

to  the  tenths  of  all  kinds  of  fliould  not  fee  God's  face,  but 

•  bcafts,  fruits,  and  grain  in  If-  only  his  back,    &c.    have  in- 

fael ;  to  the  inferior  miniflry  duced  fome  free-thinkers  to  tax 

of  the  tabernacle,   and  after-  him  and  all  the  Jews  after  him 

wards  of  the  temple;  to  a  place  with  being  anthropomorphires, 

in  the  judicial  courts  of  every  till  they  learned  a  more  refined 

city^  and   town  ;    to  the  pro-  divinity  from  the  Babylonians, 

perty  of  thirty-five  cities  and  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 

towns,    with    all  their  lands,  Mofes  fpoke  to  a  grofs  people, 

fome  of  which  were  appointed  in  a  manner  adapted  to  their 

cities  of  refuge ;  and  to  feveral  ideas. 

broken^ 
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broken,  and  received  fome  farther  inftruftions  fron^  God, 
came  down  again  to  the  people,  who  wire  not  a  little, 
furprifed  to  obferve  that  his  face  had  acquired  fuch  a 
luflre  during  his'^ecefs,  that  they  could  not  look  upon 
him  without  being  dazzled ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to 
cover  it  with  a  veil  whenever  he  was  to  fpeak  to  them  ». 
By  this  time  the  people  were  become  fo  tradable,  that 
upon  his  exa£l:ing  from  them  a  free-will-ofFering  of  atl  Agtmr^ 
forts  of  materials  for  the  tabernacle,  ark,  utenfils,  pricftly  ^^^  €f 
garments,  &c.  both  men'  and  women  readily  contributed  f^^ 
their  richeft  jewels,  metah,  and  other  precious  things,  the    ^  * 
ipoils  of  the  Egyptians   and  Amalekites,  including  oils, 
fpices,  ointments,  and  perfumes ;  all  which  he  diftributed  to 
proper  perfons  to  be  wrought  j  and  Bczaleel  and  Aholial 
were  appointed  overfeers  of  all  the  work.     Thefe  exerted 
fuch  diligence,  and  employed  fo  many  hands,    that  the 
tabernacle  and  all  its  rich  furniture,  and  coftly  apparatus, 
were  finifhed,  and  fet  up  at  the  fdot  of  Mount  Sinai,  in 
lefs  than  fix  months ;  there  Aaron  and  his  fons,  being   Yr.  of  FI, 
folemnly  confecratcd  priefts,  began  to  offer  up  all  kinds        858. 
of  facrinces  upon  the  new  altar,  according  to  the  law  of  ^^^^  Chr. 
Mofes.     Soon  after  this  tranfaftion,    the  head  of  each       '^9°' 
tribe  cante  and  appeared  before  Mofes  and  Aaron,  and   Aaron  cou' 
prefented  a  very  confiderable  offering  to  God  in  £\x  wag-  fecrated 
gons  drawn  each  by  two  oxen ;  ail  which  were  fet  afide  hi^h-priefi. 
for  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle.     Thus  was  this  pompous 
worfhip  of  the  Ifraelites  begun,  in  framing  and  inftituting 
which,  conlideration  was  had  to  their  grofs  and  carnal 
minds,  which  were  incapable  of  being  affefted  with  a 
purer  and  more  Ipiritual  cultivation  *. 

Aaron  had  not  been  long  inftalled  in  his  office  of  high-  His  fins 
ptieft,    before  he   had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  two  killed  by 
fons  Nadab  and  Abihu,  ftruck  dead  by  fire  from  heaven,  fi^^fr^^ 
for  prefuming  to  burn   incenfe  in  the  tabernacle  with      ^^^*' 
ftrange  fire,  contrary  to  the  command  of  Mofes  y,  who  or- 
dered them  to  be  carried  forthwith  out  of  the  camp,  and 
buried  without  afiy  mourning  or  funeral  pomp. 

The  people  were  foon  ready  for  another  rebellion,  be-  ^he  rebel- 
caufc  he  had  made  them  take  too  long  a  march  at  their  Hon  at  Ta* 
departure  from  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai  5  fo  that  the  di-  berah. 
vine  anger  was  already  kindled,  and  had  Ihewed  its  ef- 
kds  in  an  extraordinary  fire,  which  began  to  confume 
the  extremities  of  the  camp ;   but  at  the  interceilion  of 

n-^xod.  xxxiv.  per  tot.  x  Numb.  vii.  r,  &  fcq.    Exod. 

from  chap,  xxxvi.  to  the  end*  y  I<vit  x.  1,  i,  Sc  fe(}. 

Mo&S 
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Mofes  the  fire  ceafed>  and  in  memory  of  it  the  place  Wai 
called  Taberah,  or  burning  ».     Mofes  began  to  find  by  this 
frefh  inftatice  of  their  ftubbornnefs,  that  the  burden  of 
government  was  like  to  prove  too  heavy  for  him,  not- 
withftanding  his  having  thrown  a  great  part  of  it  upon 
thofe  magiftrates,  which  he  had  chofen  by  Jethro's  ad- 
^hi  great     vice.     On  this  occafion  he  prcfented  his  complaint  to 
^tvt     *-  ^^^*  who,  to  eafe'  him  of  this  load  of  care,  commanded 
tmnted.        him  to  make  choice  of  feventy  of  the  moft  confiderable 
of  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  both  for  wifdom  and  integrity, 
and  ereft  them  into  a  fupreme  court,  thit   they  might 
bear  their  (hare  of  the  burden.     It  was  not  long  before 
lie  found  the  advantage  of  this  inftitution  5  for  they  were 
no  fooner  removed  from  Taberah,  than  their  very  next 
encampment  was  fignalized  by  a  frefti  infurreftion.     A 
mixed  multitude,  of  the  dregs  of  Egypt,  and  other  na- 
tions, who  had  followed  the  Ifraelites  hitherto,  began  to 
murmur  at  the  manna,  and  to  regret  their  forfaking  the 
garlick,  onions,  and  flefli-pots  of  Egypt  j    and  their  dif- 
content  foon  infeft^d  the  whole  camp  with  a  longing 
J  murmur    after  better  food.     Mofes's  tent  was  befet  on  all  fides  with 
^^wtf«^      crowds,  who  came,    and  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  de- 
•^*  manded  that  he  fhould  provide  them  flefli  to  eat,  inftead 

of  the  manna,  which  their  fouls  began  to  loath. 

In  this  emergency,  God  commanded  him  to  call  toge- 
ther the  feventy  elders  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  ;  and, 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  camp,  he  promifed  to  fend  them 
fuch  a  prefent  fupply  of  flefh,  as  fliould  ferve  them,  not 
for  a  day  or  two,  but  for  a  whole  month,  till  it  became 
as   loathfome  to  theih  as  the  manna  was ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  infpired  the  feventy  elders  with  fuch  a  fhare  of 
his  fpirit,  that  they  all  began  to  prophecy  (Z);  and  the 
fame  gift  continued  with  them  as  long  as  they  lived.     The 
camp  was  at  that  time  in  Arabia  Petraea,  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  Red  Sea  ;  from  the  other  fide  of  which,  a 
A  fupply  of    ftrong  wind  brought  fuch  infinite  flights  of  quails,  that 
^"^'•^Yl%    ^^^y  ^^^  ^^^y  covered  the  whole  camp,  but  all  the  ground 
'ed  thirty      round  about  it  for  feveral  miles  **.     Thefe  birds,   being 
Jajj.  tired  with  their  long  flight,  and  not  able  to  foar  above 

,  a  Numb.  xi.  1,  &  fcq.  ^  Numb.  xi.  3i,&  feq. 

(Z)  This    aflembly  of  the    terwards  fo  famous  under  the 
feventy  elders,  the  Jews,  and     name    of    the    i^nhedrim,  to 
after  them  Grotius,  and  fome     which  even  their    kings   and 
other  ChrilHans,  have  affirmed  .  high-prieft«  were  fubjeS. 
to  be  the  fame  that  became  af- 

two 
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ttiro  cubits  from  the  ground,  were  eafily  caught  by  the 
people,  and  in  fuch  quantities,  that  the  leaH  that  any  of 
them  gathered  was  ten  homers  (A).    Their  firft  care  was 
to  glut  themfelves  with  them  ;  then  they  began  to  think 
how  to  preferve  the  reft  from  being  corrupted.  ■   But  in   Afnjh 
the  midft  of  their  feafting,  God  was  pleafed  to  fmite  a  plaguidi^ 
great  number  of  them  with  a  fore  difeafe,  which  carried  A^'« 
them  off  with  the  meat,  as  it  were,  in  their  mouths  :  in  f^J!^ /i?*'" 
memory  of  this  fevere  punifhment  for  their  unreafonable  rebtk.* 
luft,   the  place  was  called  Kibroth-hatavah,  or  the  Jtpul- 
chres  of  concupifcence ;  from  whence,  they  removed  to  Ca- 
defh-Barneah,  and  afterwards  advanced  to  Hazaroth.     In 
this   encampment  Miriam,  Mofes's  fifler,    having   been   Miriam 
fmitten  with  leprofy  for  fame  refleftions  which  Ihe  had  A*^**"*^* 
caft  upon  him  and  his  wife,  Mofes,  at  her's  and  Aaron's  ^t^^J^* 
requeft,  obtained  a  cure  for  her ;  yet  fo  that  ihe  was  to  re- 
main without  the  camp,  as  a  polluted  per  Ton,  feven  days  ;  • 
after  which  they  returned  towards  Cadefli-Barneah,   in 
the  wifdernefs.  of  Paran.     Here  Mofes  was  commanded   twelve 
to    choofe  twelve  proper  men,    one  out  of  ^ach  tribe,  fpiesfentm 
and  to  fend  them  to  fearch  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  among   '^'f'Ufihg 
which    was  Jofliua   and  Caleb.     Thefe    twelve   having  ^*^' 
received  Mofes's    direftions  to    view   the   whole   land, 
to    examine  the    ftrength  of  its  cities   and   inhabitants, 
together  with  the  nature  and  fertility  of  its  foil,  fet  out 
upon   their  progrefs,    which   they  performed    in    forty 
days. 

At  their  return  from  Rehob,  which  is  at  the  foot 
of  Mount  Libanus,  they  paffed  through  the  valley  of 
Eflicol,  fo  called  from  the  great  quantity  of  the  largeft 
grapes,  a  large  clufter  of  which  they  pulled,  and  fixing 

(A)  Homer,  or  rather  cho-  hits,  that  is  above  a  yard  thick 

mer,  is  a  meafure  which  con-  upon  the  ground,  whereas  the 

tains  ten  baths,  or  five  bufhels :  original  may  properly  enough 

the  Jews  think  chomer  is  the  be  rendered,  that  they  flew  no 

fame  with  chamef,  an  afs^  be-  higher  than  two  cubits  from  it: 

caufe  the  .letters  are  the  fame,  and   this   quantity    was  more 

and   chomer  is   an  afs^s  load,  than  fufficient  to  ferve  them  a 

However,  as  we  would  not  en-  month  ;    confidering  that   not 

large  the  miracle  more  than  is  only  the  camp,    but  all    the 

needful,  we  have  ventured  to  country  for  a  day*s   journey 

depart  a  little  from  our  own,  round,    was  covered  with   it, 

and  moil  other  veriions,  which  and  that    the  fleih  of  quails 

render  the  words  of  Mofes  as  could  not  be  eaten  in   great 

if  the  quails  had  lain  two  cu-  quantity, 

it 
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''        It  ^  upon    a   ftaffy    brought  it  to  the  camp  upon   theif 
ihoulders. 

Thefc  fpies  made  their  report  to  Mofes  and  Aaron,  in 
prcfence  of  the  elders  and  all  the  people.     They  began 
•with  extolling  the  richnefs  of  the  land,  and  (hewed  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  it  in  the  bunch  of  grapes  which  they  had  brought 
with  them,  together  with  fome  of  their  fineft  pomegra- 
nates, figs,  and  other  fruits  \  but  as  foon  as  they  obferved 
that  this  account  hadinfpired  the  reft  with  a  defire  of  be- 
coming the  happy  pofleflbrs  of  it  by  a  fpeedy  conqueft, 
^en  bring     ten  of  them  immediately  altered  their  note,  and  began 
an  e'vil  rf  to  reprefent  it  as  a  thing  impoffible,  by  reafon  of  the 
t^^9  ftrength  of  their  fortified  towns,  and  the  bravery  and  gi- 

gantic ftature  of  its  inhabitants  s.  Joihua  and  Caleb  were 
of  a  different  opinion ;  and  t^e  latter,  w^ho  obferved  a 
kind  of  defpair  in  the  people,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  en- 
courage them,  by  alTuring  them,  that  fuch  a  glorious  en- 
terprize  was  by  no  means  impoffible :  but  the  Ifraelites 
gave  fuch  credit  to  the  report  of  the  other  ten,  that  they 
wholly  defpairedof  overcoming  fuch  powerful  and  gigantic 
nations,  in  comparifon  of  whom  they  looked  upon  them- 
felves  as  mere  graihoppers  and  reptiles.  Their  murmur- 
migdeaufi  *"8^  grew  to  fuch  a  height  before  next  morning,  that  a 
an  infur-  return  into  Egypt  was  again  looked  upon  as  vaftly  pre- 
ri3m»  ferable  to  fuch  an  undertaking ;  and  they  were  already 
confulting  how  to  choofe  themfelves  a  leader,  to  condud 
them  back  to  the  land  of  their  former  thraldom.  The 
uproar,  however,  was  in  fbme  meafure  fuppreffed  by  the 
appearance  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  cloud,  which  then 
covered  the  tabernacle,  and  from  which  he  was  heard  to 
fpeak  to  Mofes  in  fuch  threatening  terms,  as  gave  them 
caufe  to  fear  fome  terrible  judgment  would  be  the  reward 
of  their  rebellion  and  ingratitude. 

Mofes  was  forced  again  to  become  their  interceflbr; 

but:  the  ingratitude  and  infidelity  of  thofe  mifcreants,  who 

had  been  eye-witnefles  of  the  wonders  which  he  wrought 

both  in  Egypt  and  in  the  defert,  and  of  the  punifliment 

which  he  had  inflifted  upon  other  rebels,  was  of  too  cry* 

ing  a  nature,  not  to  exa6l  fome  confpicuous  mark  of  the 

AU above     divine  difpleafure.     Wherefore,  God  ^id  then  fwear,  that 

%oytan  of  ^one  of  thofe  that  were  above  twenty  years  of  age,  except 

^gdfrorntn-  J^^hua  and  Caleb,  fliould  ever  enter  into  the  Promifcd 

urtng  into    Laild ;  but  that  they  (hould  wander  from  place  to  place 

thePromif  during  the  fpace  of  forty  years,    till  all  their  carcafcs 
$dLand, 

I  Numb.  xiii.  per  tot« 

fliouM 
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SiOttM  be  jotted  in  the  wildernefs  (B).  As  for  the  ten 
.  WretcbeSf  whofc  pufillanimous  report  occafioned  this  re- 
bellioUy  they  were  all  defeoycd  by  a  fudden  death,  and 
]>eGame  the  firft  inftances  of  the  puniihment  denounced 
sigaiaft  the  whole  nation  ^. 

This  fevere  fentexice  fo  terrified  the  multitude,  that 
they  prefented  tfaemfelves  early  in  the  morning  before 
Mofes,  ready  armed,  and  told  him,  that  they  were  now 
ready  to  retrieve  their  credit  by  fome  noble  exploit  againll 
the  Amalekite«,  or  fome  of  the  Canaanitifh^  nations, 
Moies  ftrove  in  vain  to  divert  them  from  fuch  a  rafh  enter- 
jprize,  by  representing  to  them,  that  they  would  certainly 
peiiAi  in  tic  attempt,  becaufe  they  had  now  forfeited  the 
divine  affiftance  and  prote<9;ion :  his  remonftrance  ferved 
onjy  to  whet  their  unfeafonaWe  ardour;  ever  indocile^ 
and  deaf  to  good  counfel,  they  refolved  to  try  their  for- 
tune, and  to  gain  the  pafles  of  the  neighbouring  hills ; 
but  the  Amalekites  and  Canaanites  falling  upon  them, 
made  a  great  flaughter  \  and  purfued  them  as  far  as  Hor- 
mah'.  All  this  while  Mofes,  who  foiefaw  the  coaife- 
quence  of  this  rafh  enterprize,  wifely  remained  with  the 
strk  of  the  covenant  in  the  camp  (C). 

During 
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H90. 

Their  rajb 
and  ill- 
timed  ex^ 
floita^atnfi 
the  Ama- 
lekites pw 
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h  Numb.  xiv.  36,  37, 

(B)  Mofes  here  makes  u(e 
of  a  round  number,  alluding 
to  the  forty  days  of  the  fpies 
fearching  the  land  ;  though  it 
is  plain,  that  their  children 
entered  it,  thirty-nine  years 
after  this  fcntcnce  was  pro- 
nounced againft  their  fathers* 
It  is  farther  to  be  obferved, 
that  though  this  .exclufion  ex- 
cepts noue  but  Caleb,  and  in 
other  places  where  it  is  repeat- 
ed, it  mentions  only  Jodiua 
along  with  him ;  yet  there 
were  certainly  fome  others  not 
included  in  it,  fuch  were  Mo- 
fes and  Aaron,  who  had  ho 
|)art  in  the  mutiny,  but  were 
excluded  afterwards  upon  an- 
othe^ account ;  together  with 
Eleazar,  and  a  few  more, 
efpecially  of  the  tribe  of  Levit 

Vol.  ih 
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In  memory  of  this  rebellion, 
the  Jews  have  ever  fince  kept 
a  ftrid  faft,  on  the  feventh  day 
of  Elul  or  fixth  month. 

(C<  After  fome  (lay  in  this 
camp,  they  continued  moving 
from  place  to  place,  but  fti!! 
in  the  iame  ivildernefs  of  Seir, 
during  which  time  Mofes  re- 
iieived  many  other  .laws ;  but 
we  have  given  an  account  of 
the  mod  remarkable  in  a  former 
feftion.  However,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  their  encamp- 
ments from  this  time  were 
much  longer  than  they  had 
formerly  been,  feeing  we  read 
but  of  feventeen  during  the 
remaining  thirty-feven  years, 
whereas  this  removal  from 
Kade(h-Barneah  was  the  fif- 
teenth from  their  coming  out 

Y  ef 
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During  this  long  interval  of  thirty-nine  years,  the  Di- 
vine Providence  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  moft  confpicuous 
manner,  forming  and  polifhing  this  new  generation,  for 
whom  the  conqueft  of  Canaan  was  referved.     The  mira- 
culous pillar  continued  ftill  to  direftthem,  and  the  manna 
to  afford  them  nourifhment.     Mofes  ftill  maintained  his 
intercourfes  with  God  ;  and  fuch  was  the  Almighty's  pa- 
<7#<f  J  won-  temal  care  of  his  people,  that  their  raiment,  particularly 
derful  care  ^^\y  ftibes,  remained  whole,  and  their  feet  unhurt,  not- 
^lelerath^  withftanding  their  long  and  frequent  marches.     If  at  any 
*  time  the  people  relapfed  into  their  ufual  murmurs  and  re- 
bellions, as  they  often  did,  their  punifliment  followed  fo 
clofe  and  fo  fevere,  that  their  difobedience  could  neither 
be  countenanced  by  the  number  of  delinquents,  nor  flat- 
ter itfelf  with  hopes  of  impunity.     And  this  may  be,  per- 
rhifab'      haps,  the  main  motive,  which  infpired  them  with  fuch  a 
bath  break'  laudable  zeal  againft    the  fabbath- breaker,    whom  they 
er  accufed    brought  to  Mofes,  and  on  the  next  day,  according  to  bis 
JmM*'  '^    fenteiice,  led  out  of  the  camp,  and  there  ftoned  to  death  \ 
V     V  Fi        ^^  ^^^  "^^  long>  however,  before  their  conduftor  dif- 
%77.     *  covered  a  moft  dangerous  confpiracy  hatched  againft  him, 
Ante  Chr.  by  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  livi,  and  countenanced 
147 '•      by  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  men  of  the  whole  camp, 
■'  efpecially  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben  ^ 

Kr  h"     -       Korah,  the  great-grand-fon  of  Levi  by  his  father  Jahar, 

bellion  and  as  Aaron  alfo  was  by  his  father  Am  ram,  and  confequent* 

accbm-         ly  one  of  the  heads  of  that  tribe,  repining  at  the  fortune 

flicis.  of  Aaron  and  his  family  raifed  to  the  high  priefthood,  had 

drawn  a  confiderable  number  of  eminent  perfons  into  his 

intereft;  and  among  them,  Dathan,  Abiram,  and  Hor, 

chiefs  of  the  houfe  of  Reuben.    Whether  he  thought  that 

he  ihould  never  gain  his  point  againft  his  rival,  whilft 

'Mofes  enjoyed  the  fuprcme  power,  and  confequently,  that 

It  was  neceffary  to  infpirc  them  with  a  defire  of  fupplant- 

ing  their  chief  5  or  whether  he  had  already  obferved  fome 

fuch  defign  in  thofe  three  chiefs,  he  played  his  part  fo  well, 

xthat  he  engaged  them  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  more 

k  Numb.  XV.  3*,  &  fcq.  ^  Ibid.  xvi.  paflim, 

of  Egypt.     We  fiiall  not  trou-  a  more  particular  account  of 

ble  our  readers  with  a  farther  them,  may  find  it  in  the  An- 

detail   of   them    at    prefent :  nals  of  the  learned  archbifl)op 

thofe  who  are  defirous  to  have  U(her  (3). 

(3)  Vide  Ann  Ufher,  Tub  A.  M.  1513.  p.  as,  &  feq. 

into 
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into  his  t>afty.    As  foon  as  he  found  things  ripe  for  an    ' 

Sen  rupture,  he  appeared  at  their  head,  and  confronting 
ofes  and  Aaron^  began  ^o  upbraid  them  with  their  un-* 
juft  ambition.  He  charged  them  with  ingroffing  all  the 
power  into  their  hands ;  and  excluding  the  reit  of  the 
congregation,  whom  he  affirmed  to  be  holy  as  they* 
^oies,  furprifed  at  the  boldnefs  of  this  addrefs,  rebuked 
them  for  their  prefumption  in  the  fevereft  terms ;  but 
waved  farther  debate  till  next  morning,  when  they  might 
appear  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  with  each  his  cenfer 
in  his  hand  \  at  which  time  he  promifed  that  the  Lord 
ihould  declare  himfelf  openly  in  favour  of  thofe  whom  ha 
defigned  for  that  high  office. 

Mean  while  he  fent  privately  for  Dathan  and  Abiram^ 
whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  been  inveigled  by  Korah  into 
the  confpiracy,  with  a  defign  to  argue  the  cafe  more  calm- 
ly with  them  \  but  they  not  only  refufed  to  come,  but 
fent  his  meffenger  back  with  an  infolent  anfwer ;  in  which 
they  upbraided  him  with  having  decoyed  the  whole  nation 
out  of  the  rich  and  fertile  land  of  Egypt,  under  pretence 
of  bringing  them  into  a  better^  inftead  of  which  he  only 
detained  them  in  that  barren  wildernefs  to  make  them 
greater  flaves  to  his  ambition '. 

Early  next  morning  Mofes  and  Aaron  repaired  to  the  ta- 
bemacle,  whither  Korah  failed  not  to  come  foon  after,  at 
the  head  of  his  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  each  having 
a  copper  cenfer  in  his  hand.  Thefe  were  followed  by  a 
Tail  multitude,  aflcmbled,  either  to  be  fpeftators  of  this 
famous  conteft,  or  to  fupport  the  feditious,  in  cafe  of  op- 
pofition.  The  firft  obje£t  that  drew  their  eyes,  was  the 
glory  which  appeared  in  the  cloud  over  the  tabernacle, 
from  which  God  commanded  Mofes  and  Aaron  to  with- 
draw themfelves  from  the  rebellious  crew,  left  they  ihould 
Srifh  in  the  ruin  which  was  ready  to  fall  upon  them, 
ere  Mofes  became  interceffi>r  again  with  their  divine 
condudlor.  When  the  crowd  had  feparated  themfelves 
from  Korah  and  his  company,  that  followed  him  to  the 
quarters  of  the  Reubenites,  where  Dathan  and  Abiram 
with  their  families,  ftood  at  their  tent  doors^  Mofes  de- 
clared to  the  aflembly,  that  if  thofe  rebels  died  a  common 
death,  he  would  give  them  leave  to  queftion  his  divine 
miffion ;  but  that  if  the  earth  immediately  opened  in  a  mi- 
raculous manner,  and  fwallowed  them  up  alive,  he  then 
hoped  they  w0uld  look  upon  him  as  fufficiently  authorized 

>  Numb,  xvi.  is,  &  feq. 
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for  all  he  did*  He  had  fcarce  pronounced  thefe  word^ 
when  the  earth  clove  afunder  under  the  feet  of  the  con- 
fpirators,  and  buried  them  alive^  with  all  their  families 
and.  fubftance.  At  the  fame  time  Korah  and  his  whole 
company,  who  ftood  with  their  cenfers  before  the  court 
of  the  tabernacle,  were  deftroyed  by  a  fupomataral  fire  y 
funifitmnu  though  their  children  werefpared  becaufe,  in  all  likelihood^ 
they  nad  no  fhare  in  their  father's  guilf  (D). 

Neverthelefs,  the  people,  though  they  had  fled,  terri-* 
Caufei  a      fied  at  the  fight  of  fo  dreadful  a  fpe£lacle,  were  fcarce 
ne*w  infur-  recovered  from  their  frightj  before  they  began  to  murmur 
^'^'^"j^      afrefli,  and  to  accufe  Mofes  and  Aaron  of  having  murdered 
gMn/Mo'    ^Yic  people  of  the  Lord.    Thofe  two   ran  hnmediately 
into  the  tabernacle,  from  tehence  the  glory  appealing 
again  in  the  cloud,  fufpehded  for  fome  time  the  fury  of 
the  infurre£Hon.     Mofes,  who  forefaw  that  fome  terrible 
judgment  was  juft  ready  to  fall  on  the  rioters^  immedi- 
ately commanded  his  brother  to  take  his  cenfer  and  make 
atonement  for  the  people :   but  though  Aaron  made  all 
pof&ble  hafte  to  obey  him,  the  plague  was  already  began, 
and  raged  fo  furioufly,    that  it  had  deilroyed  fourteen 
thoufand  and  feven  hundred  men,  befides  thofe  who  had 
perifhed  in  Korah's  rebellion :    all  that  he  could  do  was 
to  put  a  ftop  to  its  further  progrefs,  by  {landing  with  his 
cenfer  between  the  living  and  the  dead.    But  here,  to  pre- 
vent Aaron's  authority  from  being  any  more  called  in  quef- 
tion,   God  was  pleated  to   cbnfirm  it  by  one   miracle 
%„J^  more  (E).    So  that  from  this  day  all  but  the  fons  of  Aaron 

rod. 

n  Vide  Num.  xxvL  ii. 


AarorCs 

priefthood 

cofifirnifd 


(D)  In  memory  of  this 
dreadful  judgment,  and 'to  d&* 
ter,  for  the  uiture,  any  but  the 
fons  of  Aaron  from  prefuming 
to  burn  incetife  before  the 
Lord,  Eleazarwas  cotnmand- 
ed  to  take  the  cenfers  of  Ko- 
rah and  his  men,  and  to  beat 
them  into  broad  plates,  for  a 
covering  of  the  altar. 

(£)  Aaron,  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  head  of  evety  tribe  on 
the  other,  were  ordered  to 
bring  an  almond-rod  with 
their  names  Written  upon  it ; 
and  thefe  were  to  be  depofitcd 


in  the  tabernacle  till  next 
morning,  by  which  time  the 
Lord  would  decide*  in  favour 
of  that  family,  on  whofe  rod 
fome  vifible  and  miraculous 
change  was  found.  Accord- 
ingly, when  they  came  to  ex- 
amine them  on  the  morrow, 
Aaron's  rod  alone  was  found 
to  have  budded,  and  broughc 
forth  leaves,  and  ripe  almonds; 
and  Mofes  was  commanded  to 
lay  it  up  in  the  ark  as  a  fland* 
ing  monument  of  their  rebel* 
lion  and  unbelief*. 

were 
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were  exprefsly  prohibited  from  going  into  the  tabemaclei 
under  pain  of  death. 

The  Ifcaelites  wandered  near  thirty  years  in  the  defelrt 
cf  Arabia  Petrxa,  and  near  thirty-nine  were  elapfed  (ince 
they  quitted  Egypt :  during  which  peregrination,  they  had 
continued  moving  from  place  to  place,  about  the  moun- 
tains of  Idumaea,  ftill  murmuring  againft  their  leader, 
from  time  to  time,  and  abandoning  their  God,  to  worfhip  Several 
the  idols  of  Ren^han,  Malchom,  and  many  others.     At  idolatries 
length  the  time  drawing  near  for  their  entering  into  the  ""J'  record* 
Promi&d  Land,  they  moved  from  Ezion-Gaber  towards  ^^^^-^* 
Kadeih  in  the  wildernefs  of  Zin,  defigning  probably  to        g^ 
enter  Canaan  by  the  narrow  paffes,  called  the  Way  of  the  Ante  Chr. 
Spies;  but  they  were  difcomfited  in  their  firft  attempt  by       3453* 
Arad,  one  of  the  kings  of  the  Canaanites,  who  killed  a  ■ 

freat  number  of  them,  and  took  fome  confiderable  fpoih 
Jpon  this  difafter  they  vowed  all  the  cities  of  Arad  to  de- 
ftrudioa :  after  fome  refpite,  they  made  a  fecond  attempt, 
wherein  they  defeated  the  king  and  d^ilroyed  fonie  of  his^ 
towns,  calling  the  field  of  vidory  Hormah,  or  rather 
fChormahy  that  is,  anatbima^  or  utter  deftryiiion^  \  though 
the  total  ruin  of  that  country  did  not  happen  till  the  time 
of  Jofhua^  ; 

About  tjiis  period  alfo  it  was,  that  the  king  of  Edom, 
having  refufed  a  free  pailage  through  his  country  t6  the 
Jfraelites,  they  were  in  all  likelihood  going  to  take  fome 
kind  of  revenge  for  the  affront ;  but  God,  who  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  commit  any  hoftilities  againft  that  people, 
Ibecaufe  they  were  their  brethren,  caufed  them  to  take  a  i 
turn  round  their  country,  and  to  march  peaceably  away 
towards  Mount  Hor  p,  where  Miriam,  Mofes's  fitter,  died 
ipon  after,  in  the, hundred  and  thirtieth  year  of  her  age  ^. 

Whilft  they  remained  at  Kadeih^  a  new  murmuring  ^  „g^ 
arofe  for  want  of  water;    and  Mofes  was  again  com-  murmuring 
manded  by  God  to  bring  them  a  frefh  fupply  out  of  the  /•'*  'z^antof 
irock ;  but  he  performed  the  operation  in  fuch  a  manner  •"'^^''** 
as  proved  difpleafing  to  the  Lord,  who  for  his  intempe- 
rate deportment  on  this  occafion,  excluded  him  and  his 
brother  from  the  benefit  of  the  Promifed  Land  (F).     In 

memory 

>  Numb.  xxi.  i»  1,  &  icq*  *  Jofh.xii.  14.  P  Numb. 

SIX.  2ft.    Deut.  ii.  S,  9.  q  Numb.  xx.  i. 

(F)  God  had  commanded  whether  out  of  impatience  at 
him  to  cajl  for  the  water  by  their  loud  murmurs,  or  from 
only  fpeaking  to  the  rock ;  but    diffidence  of  the  promifed  fup- 

Y  3  piy» 
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memory  of  this  new  rebellion,  the  place  was  called  Me^^ 
ribah,  jftrife\  from  which  they  went  and  encamped  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Hor,  on  the  frontier  of  the  land  of  Edom. 
Here  Mofes  was  commanded  to  condu£t  Aaron  and  £lea^ 
zar  his  fon,  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  in  fight  of  all  the 
people  ;  the  father  was  ftript  of  his  prieftly  robes,  with 
which  the  fon  was  invefted.  The  ceremony  was  no 
Aar9H*s  fooner  performed,  than  Aaron  died,  and  was  buried  on 
death.  the  fpot :  but  the  place  was  kept  fo  private,  that  none  of 
thofe  countries  could  ever  find  it  out.  The  children  of 
Ifrael  mourned  thirty  days  for  him,  and  Eleazar  fucceeded 
him  in  the  high  priefthood  ^. 

Soon  after  the  (bys  of  mourning  were  paft,  they  went 
and  encamped  at  Zalmona;  fo  denominated  from  the 
image,  or  figure  of  the  brazen  ferpent,  which  Mofes 
cauled  to  be  fet  up  in  this  place  ^.  The  people  being 
tired  with  the  length  of  their  peregrinations,  and  labour* 
ing  under  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  began  to  murmur  afrefh 
againil  him,  in  fo  grievous  a  manner,  that  God  was  pro- 
voked to  fend  large  flights  of  fiery  ferpents,  which  deftroyed 
fuch  multitudes,  that  the  furvivors  applied  to  Mofes,  and, 
in  the  humbled  terms,  begged  him  to  deliver  them  from 
that  deftroying  vermin  (S). 
Tk  hr  Accordingly  he  had  recourfe  to  God,  who  commanded 

ferpenUe^  him  to  caft  a  brazen  ferpent  of  the  fame  figure  with  thofe 
up.  that  infefted  them,  and  to  fet  it  on  a  pole  on  fome  emi- 

nent ground ;  that  as  many  as  were  bit  by  the  fetpentSj 
might  be  healed  by  looking  upon  this  image  **.     Being  dc- 

b  Numb.  XX.  %iy  &  feq.    ^  Ibid.  xxi.  9.     ^  Numb.  xxi.  4,  &  («q: 

ply,  he  fmote  it  twice. with  his  and  modern  authors  to  prove 

rod,   and  ufed  fome  indecent  that  they  are  the  fame  with 

expreffion,  either  to  the  rock,  the ,  hydra  of  the  Greeks  and 

or  the  people,   for  which  he  Latins.     Herodotus,  who  went 

was   excluded    from   entering  on  purpofe  to  the  city  of  Butos 

the  Promifed  Land,  and  con-  to  fee  them,  fays  that  they  are 

demned  to  die  in  the  wilder-  not  unlike  the  hydra  ;  and  that 

nefs(i).  '  he  had  feen  a  vaft  quantity  of 

(S)  Bochart   tells   us    that  their  Ikeletons,  whofe  fleih  had 

thefe  flying  ferpents  are  fliort,  been    devoured    by  the   ibis, 

aud  fpotted    with  divers  co-  which  bird  is  peculiar  to  Egypt, 

lours,  and  that  their  wings  re-  and  a  continual    deilroyer  of 

femble  thofe  of  a  bat.     He  thofe  ferpents  (2), 
quotes-  a  great  many  ancient 

(1)  Vide  Pf.  cv.  3»,  33,  (»)  Bochart  dc  Animal,  fac.  p.  11^ 

lib,  iii.  cap.  13. 

livcred 
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Inrered  from  this  plague,  they  marched  towards  Phunoti) 

fince  known  by  the  name  of  Metallo-Phunon  *,  becaufe 

of  the  copper-mines  with  which  it  abounded  ;  and  from 

Aence  proceeded  to  Oboth,  called  by  Pliny  Eboda.    This  ^^'  ^^  ^^• 

was  their  thirty-feventh  encampment;  their  next  was  Jic-  AntcChr 

Abarim(T),  upon  the  borders  of  Moab>  in  that  part  of  the       j^^z, 

defert  wiiicfa  lies  over-againft  the  land  of  Moab  eaft ward  ^,  —   ■ 

and  is  therefore  called  the  Defert  of  Moab «.     As  they 

were  afterwards  removing  to  pafs  the  brook  or  valley  of 

Zaredy  .God  forbad  them  to  commit  any  hoftilities  againft 

the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  becaufe  he  had  given^  to 

thefe  nations  that  land  for  their  habitation,  and  obliged 

then^  to  take  a  large  turn  round  their  country  to  reach 

Canaan.    They  arrived  at  length  at  Bamoth,  or  Bamoth- 

Amon,  that  is,  the  high  places  of  Arnon^  under  which  is  a 

fine  valley  belonging  to  the  Moabites,  watered  by  the 

brook  or  torrent  of  Arnon,  and  pitched  their  tents  at  the 

foot  of  Mount  Pifgah.     From  thence  they  proceeded  to 

Beer,  fo  called  from  the  well,  which  the  heads  of  Ifrael 

dug  there  by  God's  dire£lion  \  and  this  incident  produced 

that  fong  of  Mofes,  fung  by  the  Ifraelites;  the  burden 

«f  which  begins  with  the  words,  **  Spring  up,  O  well  5 

ling  ye  unto  it''.'* 

After  feveral  marches  between  the  countries  of  Moab 
and  Ammon,  they  came  at  length  to  the  land  of  the 
Amorites,  and  fent  again  to  beg  a  peaceable  paflage 
through  the  territories  of  Sihon,  king  of  Heihbon.  But 
that  prince,  having  refufed  to  let  them  pafs  upon  any 
terms,  and  making  ready  to  attack  them,  was  overthrown 
in  a  pitched  battle.  The  Ifraelites  having  feized  upon 
fais  kingdom,  from  the  torrent  of  Amon  to  that  of  Jab- 
bok,  put  men,  women,  and  children  to  the  fword,  and 
iaved  nothing  but  the  cattle  ^    Og,  king  of  Bafhan,  at- 

•  Vide  Eufeb.  loc.   Hebr.  Tub  Phenon«  f  Numb.  xxi.  1 1. 

X  D;eat.ii.  8.  '^Namb.  xxi.  i7>5e  feq.  ^  Judg.  xi.  i],  * 

&  fcq. 

(T)  It  mufi  be  remembered,  that  they  encamped  at  fuch  % 

however,  that  when  Mofes  tells  convenient  di^nce  from  them^ 

us,    that    they  encamped    at  that  they  might    eafily  fend 

Oboth,  Jie^Abarim,  and  other  thither  to  buy  provifions,  with* 

cities  belonging  to  the  £dom-  out  giving  them  the  umbrage 

ites  and  Moabites,  he  mufl  not  of  their  having    any    hoflile 

be  underibod  as  if  he  adtualy  defign  againfl  them, 
occupied  thofe  places,  but  only  *  "" 
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tempting  in  like  manner  to  obftru£i  their  paflagC)  Under* 
went  the  fame  fate ;  as  we  have  already  &ewa  in  the 
■•  hiftory  of  the  Canaanites.  ' 

Bstak fends       By  this  time  Balak^  king  of  Moab,  near  wfaofe  tcr- 
JorBaiaam.  ^itories  the  Ifraelites  were  qncamped,  with  a  defign  to 
crofs  the  river  Jordan,  in  order  to  enter  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, began  to  look  upon  them  with  fuch  a  jealouaeye^ 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fufficient  to  make  a  ftrong  alliance 
with  the  Midianites  and  Ammonites^  his  neighbours^  in 
order  to  ftop  their  progrefs ;  but  refolTed,^fore  be  com* 
menced  hoftilities,  to  try  how  far  Balaam's  enchantments- 
might  prevail  towards  turning  the  fortune  of  war.     We 
need  not  repeat  what  has  been   faid  in  the  hiftory  of 
Moab  concerning  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Balak's  prpje£^»  and 
Th  Jfroil'  the  too  fuccefsful  advice  of  Balaam,  for  debauching  the 
ites  di-       Ifraelites  by  the  help  of  fome  of  their  moft  beautiful 
touched  by  ^Qmgn  ;  which  fully  anfwered  their  hopes,  as  the  He- 
\o  Matry,  brcws  failed  not  to  give  into  the  fnare,  and  to  make  re- 
pentance again  neceffary.     Balak  had  ordered    his  fob- 
je£ls  to  celebrate  a  grand  feaft  to  Baal-Peor,  (generally 
luppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  with  Priapus  or  Adonis  % 
in  which  the  moft  fhameful  kinds  of  lewdnefs  were  per- 
petrated),   and   to   invite   the  Ifraelites   to  the  feftivaL 
Yr.  of  PI.  Thcfe  were  foon  enticed  from  one  crime  to  another  by 
*9^'       the  beautiful  women  that  were  fent  among  them  ;  and 
Ante  Chr.  plugging  from  intoxication  into  lewdnefs,  and  from  Icwd- 
^^'      nefs  proceeding  to  idolatry,  they  became  fo  enamoured 
T'heirfe-      ^'it^  thofe  fair  delude rs,  that  obferving  in  them  a  more 
menpU'      than  ordinary  forwardnefs  to  follow  them,  they  made  no 
nijlmtnu     fcruple  to  brin^  a  great  number  of  them  into  their  camp; 
ib   that  the  iafe£i:ion  foon  became  univerfal,    atid  was 
punifhed  by  a  plague,  which  carried  off  about  twenty-foor 
thoufand  of  the  ofl^nders.     As  this  fevere  paniffament 
did  not  put  an  efFeftual  ftop  to  their  difobedience,  God 
commanded  Mofes  to  ere£k  a  court  of  judicature,  con(ift«> 
ing  of  the  heads  of  all  the  families,  and  try  and  hang  all 
that  had  been  guilty  of  this  rebellion  and  idolatry,  with- 
out refpedl  to  friendihip  or  kindred  (U). 

This 
«  Calm.  Diflert.    Lc  Oerc*s  Com.  in  loc. 

(tJ)  We   have    gh"en  this  them   up  in   the  face  of  the 

place   a  different    fenfe  from  foB^.  The  word$  in  the  originsl 

that  of  our  own  verfions  of  the  are  capable  cf  «ur  intcrpr eta- 

B'lbl^  vvhidi  makes  Gk»d  con^  tion,    and  the  reafon   of  the 

mand  Mofes  to  take  all  the  tHing    naturally    fuggefts  it  \ 

heads  of  the  people  and  h^g  otherwife  it  would  be  iropofli- 

ble 
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This  command  was  accordingly  executed,  and  about 
one  thoufand  more  were  put  to  death.     By  this  time  the 
greateft  part  of  the  people,  having  attained  a  due  fenfe  of 
rfieir  fin,  and  bewaUing  their  folly  at  the  door  of  their  ta- 
bernacley  were  furprifed  with  an  inftance  of  the  mod  un« 
paralleled  prefumption  in  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  trib^ 
of  Simeon,  named  Zimri,  who  had  brought  a  young  Mi-*  Zimriand 
dianitifh  princefs  into  the  camp }  and  in  fight  of  Mofes,  Cojbi, 
and  the  whole  congregation,  was  leading  her  into  hi^ 
tent.     Phineas,  the  fon  of  Eleazar  the  high-prieft,  ioU 
lowed  them  clofe  with  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  and,  fired  with 
holy  zeal,  at  one  ftroke  joined  their  bodies  in  death,  as  ari/(MOir§^ 
they  were  before  joined  in  their  tranfgreffion ;  for  whiclj  ^  fumJM» 
pious  exploit  the  high-priefthood  was  confirmed  to  him 
and  his  pofterity.    Neither  did  the  authors  of  this  de- 
£e^on  efcape  unpunilhed  i  Balaam  was  killed  in  a  battlcj  Balaam 
which  Ifrael  fought  againft  five  kings  of  Midian,  who  witAj^vg 
likcwife  fell  on  that  day.    The  conquerors  made  a  ter-  ^-^f  •/ 
rible  ilaughter,  putting  all  to  the  fword,  women  and  chil-  ^'f^'^ 
dren  excepted ;  plundering  and  burning  their  cities,  and 
carrying  off  a  confiderable  booty,  which  they  brought  to 
Mofes  and  £lea2ar  y  who  ordered  one  fiftieth  part  of  it 
to  be  diftributcd  among  the  priefts,  and  another  fiftieth  to 
the  Levites. 

In  a  little  time  after  this' defeftion,  Mofes  Vas  ordered  TAe  IfraeU 
to  Xdkc  an  account  of  all  the  children  of  Ifrael  that  were  wnum* 
able  to  bear  arms,  that  is,  from  twenty  years  old  and  up*  ^^'^* 
wards ;  Jofephus  £ays,  from  twenty  to  fifty ;  and  thefe  Yr,  of  FI. 
vrere  found  to  amount  to  fix  hundred  and  one  thoufan4       ^9^* 
feven  hvoidred  and  thirty,  befidsiS  the  Levites,  who  being  ^^^^  ^^^* 
miitibered  from  one  month  and  upwards,  amounted  to      '^^*' 
twenty-three  tfaoufand.    This  account  was  tadcen  in  the 
plain  of  Moab,  near  the  river  Jordan,  ©ver-againft  Jericho  \ 
and  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  laft  ptiniihment  which  befel 
the  two  thoufand  four  hundred  adorers  of  the  Midjanitiflji 
deity>  made  a  total  end  of  the   murmuring  generation. 


ble  to  reconcile  the  comtnand 
to  our  ideas  of  common  juflice. 
Jofephus  was  fo  well  convinced 
that  \x  could  not  be  pa]>i^ted 
by  any  argiuuents,  that  he  hiis 
chofen  to  fuppreis  it  wholly  ; 
an  argumeat,  that  he  uxuler^ 
flood  neither  the  Hebrew  nor 
theChaldee,elfehe  might  eafi« 


ly  have  fallen  upon  our  fenfe  of 
that  command,  as  the  Targum 
of  Onkelos,  Rabbi  Salomon^ 
and  other  Jews  have  done,  as 
well  as  the  learned  Fagiys,  in 
his  comment  on  the  plac^ 
amd  others  among  theChrijC- 
ti^9^ 

which 
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which  had  been  excluded  entering  the  land  of  Canaan, 

becaufe,  upon  examination,  there  was  not  one  of  them 

found  in  this  new  lift  which  Mofes  took  of  the  people, 

except  Joftiua  and  Calebs.    The  numbering  of  the  people 

was  no  fooner  finiflied,  than  Mofes  received  orders  to  di« 

re£i  the  diftribution  of  the  Promifed  Land'  among  the 

tribes  by  lot  \  not  into  equal  parts,  but  in  proportion  ta 

the  number  of  men  in  each  tribe.     As  for  that  of  Levi, 

it  was  not  to  have  any  inheritance  with  the  reft,  being 

otherwife  provided  for,  as  we  have  already  (hewn  (X). 

yUfa  eom-      Immediately  after  this  tranfaftion   God   commanded 

mmtdidio    Mofes  to  afcend  Nebo,  which  is  one  of  the  mountains 

^^^^      that  make  that  long  ridge  called  Abarim,  and  take  a  view 

Canaan       of  the  Promifed  Land,  which  he  was  not  permitted  to 

/rom  Neb:  enter  becaufe  he  had  mifbehaved  in  the  defert  of  Zin  ; 

and  he  was  given  to  underftand  that  he  ihould  die  very 

foon  in  this  mountain.    Mofes  was  nothing  furprifed  at 

the  news  of  his  approaching  death,  which  he  only  looked 

s  Numb.  XVII.  64, 65. 

(X)  When  this  order  was  female  line  (i).    But  there  be* 

pubiiihed,  there  came  ^vc  of  ing  ilill  feme  doubt  remaining, 

the  daughters  of  Zelophehad,  namely,   whether    the    latter 

of  the  tribe  of  ManaiTeh,  the  might  marry  out  of  their  tribe, 

foQ    of    Tofeph,    to   petition  that    of  ManafTeh    came    to 

Mofes  and  Eleazar  for  an  in-  Mofes,  and  reprefented  to  him 

heritance  with    their  father's  the    inconveniency     of  fuch 

brethren,  that  his  name  might  marriages,  feeing  tKofe   heir« 

not  be  loft  in  Ifrael,  feeing  be  eiles  would    carry   ^eir    in* 

Bad  left  no  fons,  but  was  dead  heritances  into  other    tribes, 

in  the  wildemefs ;  not  for  any  which    might,   in  procefs  of 

fedition,  but  had  ihared  in  the  time,  caufe  a  great  deal  of  con* 

common  fate  with    the  refi:.  fufion,    and    probably    leflen 

Their  requed  was  approved  one  tribe  and  enrich. another, 

by  God,  and  readily  granted  This    remonflrance  was  like^ 

by  Mofes,  who  allotted  them  wife  approved  by  God,  who 

a  portion  in  their  kindred^s  in-  immediately     declared,     that 

heritance  accordingly.    Then  neither  thefe  daughters  of  Zc- 

God  enacted  a  law,  that,  for  lophehad,    nor    any  heirelles 

the  future,  the  eilates  of  thofe  for   the  future  (hould   marry 

who  died  without  liTue  male  out  of  their  tribes,  orevenouti 

fliould   be  inherited  by  their  •  of  their  own  family.     As  for 

daughters;  and  if  they  had  no  the  other  females,    who  had 

daughters,     that    then    they  no  inheritance,  they  were  per* 

ihould  go  to  the  next  of  the  mitted  to  marry  into  what  tribe 

male,  and  that  failing,  of  the  theypleafed  (2). 

(i)  Numb^  xxvii.  1, »,  k  feq.         («)  Numb,  xxxvi,  ad  fin. 

upoA 
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upon  as  a  haven  of  rcpofe  after  a  life  of  the  greateft 
trouble  and  fatigue.     Neither  was  he  folicitous  to  have 
his  commiflion  tranfmitted  to  his  children,  or  in  the  leaft 
difpleafed  to  fee  his  own  fervant  appointed  his  fucceflbr ; 
but  finding  his  end  fo  near,  he  made  it  his  chief  bufinefs, 
during  thefe  few  remaining  days  of  his  life,  to  fettle  taufet 
things  in  the  bed  order  he  could  eftabifh.     The  firft  care  Jojbua  t9 
he  took  was  to  have  Jofhua  confirmed  his  fucceffor,  in  ^'pro- 
the  moft  public  and  folemn  manner,  to  prevent  any  op-  ^'^'^'fr  ^'' 
petition  from  his  own  family  after  his  death.     To  this 
end  he  brought  him  forth,  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael,  laid 
his  hands  upon  him,  and  having  prefented  him  to  Elea* 
zar  the  high-prieft,  and  given  him  all  neceflary  dire£tions» 
in  particular  that  of  confulting  God  upon  all  emergencies^ 
by  the  urim  and  thummim  (C),  he  caufed  him  to  ht  pro- 
claimed  head  and  general  of  all  Ifrael^ 

aS 

•  Numb,  xxvii.  pafi*. 

(C)  As  for  this  divine  oracle  great  ceremony.     The  high- 

of  urim  and  thummim,  which,  priefl,  dreffed  in  his  pontifical 

in  the  original,  fignifies  light  robes,  particularly  his  breafl- 

and  pcrfekion ;  and  the  Sep-  plate,    went    into    the    holy 

tuagint  and  Philo  render  by  place,    though  not    into   the 

^  the  words  %^w01y  and  uXfAuoa^  holy  of  holies,  towards  which  ' 

ntanifeftation  and  truib^  as  hav-  he  was  only  to  turn  his  face 

ing  thofe  two  diilin£i  virtues ;  when  he  enquired  of  the  Lord. 

it  was  not  to  be  coniulted  by  But  how  this    divine .  oracle 

private  peribns,  but  only  by  gave  its  anfwer,  whether  by 

the  judges,  whilil  Ifrael  was  the  unufual  luflre  of  the  flones 

govfcraed  by  them,  and  after-  in  the  breafl-plate,  when  the 

wards  by  the  kings,  orfuchas  omen  was  favourable,  and  by 

were  fent  by  them ;  or,  ac-  their  dimnefs  in  the  contrary 

cording  to  the  Talmudifls,  by  cafe,  as  Jofephus,  and  others 

the  ab-beth-din,  ox  the  head  if  after  him,  have  imagined ;  or 

the  Sanhedrim^  and  even  by  the  by  virtue  of  the  name  nifl^* 

general  in  time  of  war,  as  in  written  or  engraven  in  or  be- 

the  cafe  of  Jofhua.    Spencer,  tween  the  double  breafl-plate ; 

indeed,  thinks,  that  the  head  or  thirdly,  by  the  prominency 

of  the  nation  alone,  and  he  in  of  the  letters  engraved    upon 

his     perfon,    was  allowed    to  the  twelve  flones  of  it,  which 

confolt  the    urim;    but    the  the    high-prieft,   being   then 

contrary  feems  more  probable,  infpired,  knew  how  to  range  fo 

from   David's    confulting  the  as  to  give  a  true  anfwer :  or 

I^ord  by  Abiathar,  before  he  laftly,  whether  God  anfwered 

was  fettled  upon  the  throne,  the  high-prieft  viva  voce,  by 

However  that  be,   this  ordi-  .an    articulate  voice  from  the 

nance  of  confulting  by  urim,  mercy-feat,  where  the  cheru- 

&c»  was  not  performed  without  bim  covered  the  ark  of  the 

teftimony, 


$$%  Th  Hjlory  of$h  ^iws 

Afr  {bmcwhat    more  than  a  month  ehpfed  between 

Mofes's  receiving  the  intimation  of  his  approaching  deadij^ 

and  the  day  in  which  he  expired,  he  fpent  the  beft  part 

cf  that  time  in  making  fome  farther  regulations.  Amongi); 

other  things,  he  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  the  twelve  thou^ 

f^^nd  men,  whom  he  had  detached,  return  from  the  total 

overthrow  of  the  Midianites,  loaden  with  the  richeft  fpoil» 

and  to  order  the  diftribution  of  it ;  one  half  of  whka  be 

allotted  to  the  conquerors,  and  the  other  to  thofe  who 

had  not  gone  to  the  war,  referving,  as  we  faid  before^ 

pne  fiftieth  part  of  each  for  the  priefts  and   Levites; 

which  diftribution  feeips  to  have  p^fled  afterwards  iBto 

^  law  ''•    Wh^t  added  ftill  nK>re  to  his  joy  was,  that  the 

chief  captains,  upon  a  ftri£l  enquiry,  h^d  not  found  one 

i^aa  mifling  of  al)  that  went  upon  this  expedition ;  a  cir«> 

cumftance,  for  which  they  were  fo  thaixkful,  that  they 

Pmri  tftki  prpfented  to  the  Lord  an  offering  of  the  gold  rings,  brace- 

^'^^''^  lets,  and  ornaments  tjiey  had  taken,  amounting  to  the 

^Su^r'  ^^is"^* °^ fixteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  ftiekels ; 

l^^         ail  which  was  depofited  by  Elc^zar  in  the  tabernacle,  as  a 

monQineiit  of  their  gratitude.     It  is  likewife  fuppofed, 

that,  during  this  interval,  he  diflributed  the  land  of  Si- 

hon  and  Og  to  the  two  tribes  and  Jijalf  % 

Yn  of  Fl«      And  now,  as  the  Ifraelites  were  on  th^  eye  of  enterbg 

Ante  Cbr.  ^^  Promifed  Laj^d,  fee  apf  oiiued  tfie  liwits  of  the  couttr 

1451.     fry  >ylwch  they  w^x^  tP  conquer,  and  the  diftriiwiuoo  of  it 

m  by  lot,  according  to  God's  conftmand;  and  committed  the 

ne  Kmits   whole  care  of  it  to  Jofhua  and  Eleazar  the  bigh-prieft,  af 

tf  the  land  ^fec  head  oi  the  chiefs  of  every  tribe.    Some  farther  direct 
mftMUtd*  * 

^  Vide  Numb.  xxxi.  3.0,  &  fcqq.  s  Maccatfo.  viii.  a8.      «  OTicr*t 
Ann. 

» 

teftinsKMEiy,  caUedi  theiQefoiiB,  confuked^  frprnthebuildtDgof 
^e  oracle,  we  areaot  able  to-  Solomoi»'s  tempk;  on  the 
determine*  All  diefe  opiinoiis  oontrary  we  r&^  that  when 
^reconje(S:ures  equally  idle  and  Htlkiah,  the  high -prieft,  found 
.unfatisfa<5tory.  A  certain  jew*-  the  book  of  the  law  in  Jofiah's 
i(h  rabbi  declared,  that  he  wa$  reign,  and  that  ^od  kiog  was 
on  the  fafeil  fide  who  roundly  not  a  Httk  perplexed  at  the 
iowned  his  ignorance  of  tlue  terrible  threatemngs  pronounc- 
matter.  How  kmg  the  urim  ed  agaioft  the  tcan%reibis  of 
and  thummim  continued  is  not  it,  he  fent  ixi  conibk  the  pro- 
difficult  to  decide :  the  Jeiwa,  phetefs  Hjukiah  about  it ;  a 
in  genecal,  agree,  that  it  tailed  Jftep  vfhich  he  needed  not  to 
no  longer  than  the  taberaade.  have  taken,  had  the  urim  itiU 
We  do  not  meet  with  one  fiji-  fubfiil^. 
I^e  inftance  bf  the  urun'e  being 

tions 
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lions  were  aifo  gii^n  concerning  the  forty-eight  cities^ 
and  their  fubuH>s,  or  rather  diftridis,  which  were  to  be 
allotted  to  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  fix  of  thefe  were  to  be 
cities  of  refiige  for  the  manilayer ;  to  which  he  added  a 
permiffion  to  appoint  three  more,  whenever  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  their  borders  fhould  make .  it  neceifary.  We 
have  given  an  account  of  them  in  a  former  feftion. 

The  nearer  Mofes  drew  to  his  end,  the  more  folicitoiis 
he  was  to  complete  his  arduous  tafic.    Accordingly,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  the  eleventh  month,  anfwering  to  our 
Saturday)  February  the  20th,  of  the  fortieth  yesw  of  the 
exod,  theifraelites  being  ftill.  encamped  in  the  plain  of 
Moab,  he  afiembled  the  people,  and,  in  a  long  and  pa*  M9fes*t 
thetic  fpeech,  recapitulated  to  them  all  that  had  happened,  fpeech  to 
fince  their  departure  out  of  Egypt,  to  that  time.     He  alfo  tfulfraH* 
gave  them  to  underftand,  he  had  earneftly  requefted  of  ^**'  ' 

Gk)d  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  enter  the  Promifed 
Land,  but  that  his  prayer  had  not  been  able  to  prevail. 

He  now  dire<9:ed  Joihua  and  the  elders  to  ere£):  a  capa* 
cioas  altar,  iipon  Mount  £bal,  of  unhewn  ftones,  coveiM 
with  plafter,  upon  which  they  Ihould  write  a  fair  tran- 
fcttpt  of  all  thefe  laws,  copies  of  which  he  delivered  to 
the  Levites  to  keep  *  5  to  fct  up  the  blefEngs  arid  curfes  ^liBingM 
upon  Mount  Ebal  and  Mount  Gerizxim,  in  full  fight  of  andcurfa 
all  Ifrael,   fix  tribes  of  which,   namely,   Reuben,  Gadf  ta  he  fit 
Aflier,  Zebulun,  Dan,  and  Naphtali,  (hould  ftand  upon  ^^V"^^^^ 
the  former,  and  thofe  of  Simfeon,  Levi,  Judah,  Iflachar,  ^rrlSi. 
Jofeph,  and  Benjamin,  on  the  lattery  and  that  the  people 
ihould  alternately  anfwer  Amen  to  all  the  blei&ngs  and 
curfes,  when  they  ihould  be  fet  up  and  proclaimed ;  a 
ceremony  which  was  accordingly  performed  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Joihua  ^     Finally,  tti^t  there  might  be  nothing 
wanting  in  thefe  bns  laft  inftni&ions,  Ke  prefcribed  a  kind 
df  exhortation,  to  be  pronounced  aloud  at  the  head-  of  the 
aitny,  by  a  prieft  appointed  for  that  pmrpofe,  \(rhenever 
they  were   going  to  engage  their  etiemies,  in  order  to 
infpire  the  people  with  an  unihaken  truil  in  God,  and 
aiTurance  of  viftory.    He  <Jrdered,  likewife,  that  procla*  * 
mation  fhould  be  made,  at  the  fame  time,  by  proper  offi« 
cers,  permitting  not  only  all  that  had  left  new  wivesy 
koiifes,  or  vineyards  unenjoyed,  but  even  all  fuch  as  were 
afraid  of  the  battle,  to  return  home.    Finally,  he  inftrud* 
ed  them  in  what  manner  they  (hould  behave  towards  thofe 
cities  that  accepted  of  thetr  profiered  peaoe,  and  tp  ^efe 

'  Deut«  xxvii.  5,  &  feq.  xxxii  9.  «  Jolh.  viiit  33,  &  fcq« 
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ne  old      by  which  it  was  rejected  ^  Thefe  difpofitions  being  mader 
ivtmant     he  foon  after  aflembled  the  whole  nation,  men,  womeny 
^f^'^jjH    *^^  children,  that  they  might  renew  the  covenant  which 
^'fathM,        ^^^'^^  fathers  had  made  with  God  in  Horeb  5  and,  as  he 
enforced  the  obfervance  of  it  by  the  mod  engaging  mo- 
tives, fo  did  he,  at  the  fame  time,  endeavour  to  deter 
them  from  the  breach  of  it,  by  fuch  menaces,  as  proved 
no  lefs  than  prophetical  of  thofe  miferies  they  underwent 
in  the   fequel  for  their  difobedience  <^.     Having  caufed 
this  covenant  to  be  ratified  by  the  whole   aflembly,  he 
commanded  the  Levites  to  depofit  a  copy  of  it,  which  he 
delivered  to  them,  in  the  ark,  and  concluded  with  calling 
heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs  for  the  truth  of  what  they 
had  heard  from  him,  for  the  reafonablenefs  of  thofe  laws 
which  God  had  given  them,  and  for  the  certainty  of  thofe 
bleflings  or  curies  which  would   infallibly  follow  their 
JHdfis*f       obedience  or  apoftacy.    However,  to  fix  thefe  important 
/^"i*  truths  more  ftrongly  in  their  minds,  he  compofed  a  pfalm 

or  canticle,  in  which  they  are  exprefTed.  This  being  read 
before  all  the  people,  he  delivered  it  to  Jofhua,  to  be 
learned  by  heart  by  them  and  their  pofterity  ^. 

The  lefture  of  it  being  ended,  Mofes  delivered  a  du- 
plicate of  the  laws  to  be  preferved  in  the  ark,  with  aa 
order,  that  this  latter  fliould  be  publicly  read,  before 
the  whole  aflembly,  at  the  feaft  of  the  tabernacles,  every 
fabbatic  or  feventh  year. 
Ul^a^i  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  being  at  an  end,  he  had  nothing  left 

thfl^elvi  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^°  gather  the  tribes  about  him,  and  to  pronounce 
tr'tbis,         hisprophetic  blefling. 

Mofisg^s        This  being  finifhedj  he  went  up,   in  the  fight  of  all 
"2J'*  Ifrael,  to  Mount  Nebo,  from  the  fummit  of  which  he 

Ne^^  beheld  all  the  land  which  God  had  promifed  to  Abra- 
ham's pofterity,  Jofephus  adds^,  that  he  was  accom- 
panied by  Jofhua,  Eleazar,  and  the  feventy,  to  the  Mount; 
and  that,  whilft  the  two  laft  were  taking  their  forrowful 
farewel  of  him,  a  cloud  conveyed  him  away  to  a  certain 
His4eai^p    valley  5  but  the  text  feems   rather  to  intimate,   that  he 

iXIrlkn  ^^"^  ^P  ^^^^  '  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^*  ^^^^»  ^^^  author  of  this  laft 
chapter,  whoever  he  was,  aflures  us,  that  he  died  imme- 
diately after,  and  that  the  Lord  conveyed  him  into  a  val- 
ley in  the  land  of  Moab,  over-againft  Betb-Peor,  and 
there  buried  him  in  fo  private  a  place,  that  his  fepulchre; 

'Dent.  XX.  per  tot.  t  Deut.  xxix.  paff.  h  Dcut.  xxx. 

&  zxxi,  xxxiu  ad  ver.  45*  ^  Ant.  lib.  i?,  cap.  S. 

was 
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round  the  tabernacle^  and  have  the  charge  ahd  icuftody 
was  not  known  at  the  time  of  his  writing*  (D).  His 
death  happened  on  the  firft  day  (according  to  Jofephus 
and  archbifhop  Uflier  *,  or  on  the  feventh,  according  to 
the  generality  of  the  latter  Jews  "*)  of  the  twelfth  month^ 
which  is  called  Adar,  and  in  the  hundred  and  twentieth 
of  his  age,  the  iaft  forty  of  which  he  had  fpent  in  the 
goveramentof  the  Ifraelites.  The  people  mourned  for 
him  one  whole  month,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
nation  for  the  death  of  any  eminent  perfon ;  after  which 
Jofhua  entered  into  bis  office,  and  foon  after  into  the 
land  of  Canaan,  as  (hall  be  ihewn  in  the  next  fe£iion  (£). 

Before  we  difmifs  this  feftion,  it  will  be  expefted  that 
we  fhould  give  fome  account  of  the  order  and  manner  of 
encamping  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  becaufe  it 
is  not  only  curious  but  ufeful,.in  order  to  underftand 
fcveral  places  of  Scripture  that  allude  to  it,  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament. 

The  text  tells  us,  that  **  they  were  to  pitch  their  tents, 
every  man  by  his  own  camp,  tribe,  and  ftandard,  through- 
out the  whole  hoft  :  that  the  tribe  of  Levi  was  to  encamp 

« 
k  Dcut.  xxxiv.  6,  1  Ant.  &  An.ubi  fupra.  »  Vide 

Sedar  Holam  Rab.  cap«  x.    Malmon.  Prsfat.  ad  Mifnaioth,  &c« 

(D)  Nothmg  is  plainer  from  in  the  literal  fenfe,    "upon 

the  text,  than  that  Mofes  did  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  ;*'  from 

really  die  and  wa&  buried ;  but  which    expreffion    they   con- 

fbme  wife  Jews  and  Chriflians  elude,     that    Mofes,    having 

believe  he  was  tranilated  into  begged  of  God  not  to  deliver 

heaven.      St.  Jude  mentions  up  his  foul  to  the  angel  of 

a  conteil  which  the  archangel  death,  breathed  it  out  in  a  kifs, 

Michael  had  with    the  devil  which  the  |L«6rd  was  pleafed  to 

about  his  body.   This  circum-  give  him.    As  to  his  writings, 

fiance  feems,  in  all  probability,  befides  the  Pentateuch,  which 

to  be  quoted  by  the    apoftle  is  generally  received  by  Jews 

from  an  apocryphal  book,  in-  and  Chriflians  as  penneu  by 

tuledlli^  eifoc>i^tu;Muv(n^,o(  him,    there  have  been  fome 

tJl^e  JJfumption  of  MofeSy  fome-  other  works  attributed  to "  him, 

thing  like  which  we  find  in  though  without  any  certainty. 
fome  Jewiih  writings.     Other        (£)  In  the    mean  time  it 

rabbies,    though  they  believe  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 

that  he  was  fo  far  dead,  as  that  the  ceremony  of  circumcifiott 

there  was  a  feparation  of  foul  was  difcontinued    during  the 

and  body,  y^t  deny  his  dying  whole  time  that  the  Ifraelites 

a  common  death,  becaufe  he  is  abode    in  the  wildernefs,   an 

faid  to  have  died  ^^  according  omiilion  for  which  no  proper 

|0  the  word  of  the  Lord ;"  but,  reafon  can  be  well  ailigned. 

round 


I 

^35  The  Hffiary  cf  the  yews 

of  it  K^  This  area  compofed  not  a  perfeft  iqnate,  becaoii; 
the  tabernacle  and  its  court  were  oblong,  mnch  left  a  dr-^ 
c^Cf  as  feme  have  fancied  it,  from  the  words  round  about 
taken  too  literally)  but  an  i^ong-fquare,  in  the  center  of 
which  ^as  the  ta^macle  and  its  court,  in  length  a  hun- 
dred, and  in  breadth  fifty  cubits  ".  Parallel  to  each  of  the 
four  fides  of  it,  and  at  a  proper  diftance  between  it  and 
the  other  tribes,  was  that  of  Levi ;  along  the  eaft  end  was 
Eleazar  the  high-prieft,  with  the  reft  of  the  family  of 
Aaron  at  the  head  of  the  four  clafles  of  Levites.  As  for 
Mofes's  pavilion,  all  that  he  has  told  us  of  it,  is  only  that 
it  ftoodon  the  fame  fide  with  thofe  of  Aaron's  children" ; 
though  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  it  was  in  the 
moft  honourable  place  of  the  whole  camp,  as  be  was 
their  chief  and  law-giver,  and  neareft  tli^e  tabernacle, 
to  which  he  was  obliged  to  repair  upon  all  emergencies. 
On  the  wefl  fide  were  the  Gerihonhes  under  £liafaph 
'  the  fon  of  Lael,  in  number  feven  thoufand  five  hundred*. 
The  Kohathites,  under  EHzaphan,  the  fbn  of  Ufiel,  in 
Clumber  eight  thoufand  fix  hundred:  and  laftly,  the 
Merarites,  under  Zuriel  the  fbn  of  Abibail,  in  number  fix 
thoufand  two  hundred;  and  thefe  two  laft  encamped 
along  the  fouth  and  nordi  fides.  All  thefe  together  made 
an  army  of  twenty-two  thoufand  tJiree  hundred.  Each 
of  thefe  had  their  particular  fundHons  and  charges  allotted 
to  them*  both  as  to  the  worfhip  of  God  and  the  <^ilodf 
.of  the  tabernacle,  with  all  its  a,pparatus  p. 

As  the  tribe  of  Levi  conftituted  four  fmall  bodies  on 
each  fide  the  tabernacle  ;  fo  did  the  other  twelve  make 
four  large  camps  pairatlel  to  them,  eath  body  confifting^f 
<three  tribes*  Thatof  Judah,  whether  becawfe  itwastlhc 
moft  confideraWe,  muftering  fcventy-fotir  tlhoufand  fix 
'hundred  fighting  men,  or  in  confideration  of  the  Jceptre 
or  the  Mefliah  promifed  to  it,  held  the  ,poft  of  honour, 
and  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide  hehind  the  priefts^  at  the 
head  of  two  other  tribes;  namely,  that  of  ifiachar,  con- 
fiAtng  of  Efty-four  thoufand  four  hundred,  and  tdiatof 
Z^buhm  of  mty^Ctvcn  thoufand  four  hundred  men;  fo 
ifhat  this  body  elmoUnted  to  one  hundred  eighty4]x  thou- 
ifiind  four  hundred  fighting  incn'^  :  but  whether  he  en- 
caiinFipted  on  ibe  vight-hand  of  the  dther  two  tribes,  as  the 
Jew  ^itnk,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  feemg  he  was. 


1  Numb.  1.  ^2,  Sc  feq.  ii.  i,  s»  &  feq. 
•  Numb.iii.3«.  •  Ibid.  «§• 

4  Ibid.  it.  3*^. 


»  Exod.  xxvii.  iX. 
F  Numb,  iv.  per  tot. 

as 
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I 

a$  It  were,  their  head  and  general,  in  the  centre  betwixt 
them  j  is  neither  certain  nor  material ;  the  fame  may  be  faid 
aifo  of  the  heads  of  the  other  three  bodies. 

Reuben  was  at  the  head  of  the  next  body,  and  his  camp 
on  the  fouth  fide ;  his  tribe  confifted  of  forty-fix  thoufand 
five  hundred  men  j  and  Sinieon  with  fifty-nine  thoufand 
three  hundred  ;  and  Gad  with  forty-five  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  marched  under  his  banner;  this  divifion  con- 
fifted of  one  hundred  fifty-one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  fifty. 

The  next  was  Ephraim  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
five  hundred  of  his  own  tribe,  under  whom  ManaflTeh  led 
thirty-two  thoufand  two  hundred,  and  Benjamin  thirty- 
five  thoufand  four  hundred,  in  all  one  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  \  thefe  encamped  on  the  weft  fide. 

The  laft  was  the  tribe  of  Dan,  amounting  to  fixty-two 
thoufand  feven  hundred,  with  that  of  Alher,  confifting 
of  forty  one  thoufand  five  hundred,  and  Naphtali  of  fif- 
ty-three thoufand  four  hundred  ;  in  all  one  hundred  fifty-- 
feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty,  and  thefe  were  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  tabernacle.  Thus  the  Ifraelitifh  hoft 
amounted  to  £\yi  hundred  and  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  fighting  men,  exclufive  of  the  Levites.  To  which 
if  we  add  the  old  men  above  fixty,  and  the  young  men 
under  twenty,  their  wives,  daughters,  fervants,  flaves, 
arid  ftrangers,  which  amounted  to  little  lefs  than  three 
millions,  their  vaft  number  of  cattle,  waggons,  and  other 
lumber,  the  leaft  fpace  that  can  be  allowed  for  fuch  a 
prodigious  camp  muft  be  twenty  miles,  though  we  fup- 

})ofe  the   fpaces  between  each  tribe  to  have  been  much 
efs  than  the  Jewifli  doftors  affirm  (N). 

Thefe  four  large  divifions  had  each  their  general  ftand« 
ard,  to  which  their  own  and  the  other  tribes  were  to  re- 
pair ;  under  thefe  were  twelve  more,  one  to  every  tribe  ; 
and  under  thefe  again  were  thofe  of  all  the  heads  of  fa- 
milies, amounting  to  fifty-feven,  according  to  Mofes's 
own  account  ^.  What  the  colours,  emblems,  and  de- 
vices of  thefe  enfigns  were,  neither  Mofes  nor  any  in- 
fpired  writer  has  recorded. 

^  Numb.  ii.  &  xxvi.  pafl*. 

(N)  This  prodigious  army  vine  Majefty;"  the  next  the 

is  by  the  ancient  Jews  called  camp  of  Levi,  or  '*  little  hoft 

threefold,  whereof  the  taber-  of  the  Lord;"  and  the  largely 

nacle,    with    its    precm6t,    is  **  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  or  the 

called  '*  the  camp  of  the  di-  great  hoft." 

Vol-  II.  Z  They 


gg8  The  Hijoty  of  the  Jev)i 

They  had  likcwife  a  feparate  camp,  for  lepers,  for  thofif 
who  had  running  fores,  or  any  infirmities  of  that  nature^ 
or  had  defiled  themfelves  by  touching  a  dead  body,  and 
the  like  ;  all  thefe  were  excluded  from  the  great  encamp^ 
ment. 

With  refpeS  to  the  order  of  their  decamping,  march- 
ing, and  engaging  in  battle,  as  they  are  more  particularly^ 
defcribed  by  Mofes,  we  ihall  content  ourfelves  with  men- 
tioning the  principal  heads  relating  to  each,  and  removing 
fome  few  difficulties  that  occur ;  and  refer  our  readers^  for 
a  mpre  circumftantial  detail,  to  the  text  itfelfi  and  to 
thofe  who  have  treated  of  them  more  at  large  *. 

In  their  decamping,  whilft  in  the  wildemefs,  the  firft 
thing  they  were  to  obferve,  was  the  (ignal  from  the  mira- 
culous pillar,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken ;  which 
Mofes  immediately  took  care  to  communicate  throughout 
the  camp,  by  means  of  two  filver  trumpets.  Thefe  were 
alfo  ufed  for  other  fignals,  fuch  as  calling  the  elders  to  the 
tabernacle,  proclaiming  anniverfary  feftivals,  and  the 
like  \  and  thefe  were  differently  founded,  according  to  the 
fignal  they  were  to  give.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  firfl 
iignal  was  given  for  marching,  every  tribe  began  to  pre- 
pare; and  this  preparation  took  up  fome  confiderablc 
time,  efpecially  with  refpeft  to  the  priefts  and  Levites> 
who  had  the  tabernacle  with  all  its  utenfils,  to  take 
down,  cover  and  pack  up ;  part  of  which  was  fet  upon 
waggons  made  for  that  purpofe,  and  part  carried  upoii 
men's  (boulders.  The  Levites  having  got  every  thing 
ready  for  the  march^  the  fecond  fignal  was  given  ;  then 
all  that  bore  arms  repaired  to  their  feveral  ftandards, 
whilft  the  invalids,  women,  children,  and  carriages,  af- 
fembled  in  the  rear.  Upon  the  next  fignal,  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  at  the  head  of  the  other  two  that  belonged  to  his 
camp,  began  to  march ;  and  thefe  were  followed,  accord- 
ing to  the  moft  general  opinion,  by  the  Gerfhonites  and 
Merarites,  who  guarded,  the  waggons  loaded  with  the 
boards,  pillars,  &c.  belonging  to  the  tabernacle.  Upon 
the  next  fignal^  Reuben,  and  his  two  tribes,  began  to 
move;  after  whom  proceeded  the  Kohathites,  bearing 
the  ark,  altar,  table,  and  other  utenfils  upon  their  (houl- 
ders ;  fo  that  by  the  time  thefe  were  at  their  journey's 
end,  the  Gerfhonites  and  Merarites  had  fet  up  the  taber- 
nacle, and  got  all  things  ready  for  their  reception.  The 
ark,  and  its  bearers,  were  guarded  by  the  tribes  of  Ephra- 

«  Bafnage,  ubi  fupra,  chap.  i^. 

iin. 
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im,  Benjamin,  andManafleh.  Laft  of  all  came  the  tribes 
of  Dan,  Aflier,  and  Naphtali,  efcorting  the  invalids, 
that  none  might  be  left  behind.  For  which  reafon  this 
body  is  called  the  rear^ward,  or  as  our  margins  more  pro- 
perly name  it,  "  the  gathering  hoft  ^  (O)." 

Concerning  their  order  of  battle  and  method  of  fight- 
ing, we  have  nothing  certain  but  what  has  been  occafion- 
ally  mentioned  before.  One  prieft.was  anointed  to  be 
confulted  by  urim,  inftead  of  the  high^-prieft,  who  never 
went  to  the  wars ;  the  amercol,  or  exhorting  prieft,  is 
thought  to  be  the  fame  with  the  former  by  fome  authors  s, 
and  his  fpeech  (at  leaft  the  fubftance  of  it)  has  been  pre^ 
ferved  to  us  by  the  ancient  Jews  (P).    All  that  we  can  fay 

f  Joili  vi.  9,  Vide  Munft.  in  loc.  Goodwtn*8  Mof.  &  Aaron, 
lib.  vi.  cap.  4.  art.  3.  See  alfo  Numb.  x.  2i>  &  fec^q.  <  Calmet 
&'Bafnage,  ubi  fupra. 
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(O)  However,  it  is  plain, 
that  this  order  was  not  always 
obferved ;  for,  firft,  as  to  the 
ark,  there  are  fome  places 
where  it  is  faid  to  have  gone 
before,  upoti  fome  emergen- 
cies ( I J ;  and  with  refpedl  to  the 
whole  body,  though  they  kept 
this  order  of  marching  in  co- 
lumns, as  often  as  the  lands 
through  which  they  paffed, 
would  permit ;  yet  when  they 
crofled  mountains,  they  were 
often  forced  to  make  their  way, 
Ibme  over  heights,  and  other 
difficult  ground,  preferving 
Aill  the  bell  order  they  could 
for  their  own  fafety.  AH  that 
can  be  added  upon  this  fubje6t 
is,  that  when  the  ark  was  tak- 
ing up  for  the  march,  Mofes 
ufed  to  fay,  "  Arife,  O  Lord, 
and  let  thine  enemies  be  fcat- 
tered ;  and,  let  them  tha  thate 
thee  flee  before  thee.'*  And 
when  the  prieils  fet  it  down, 
he  faid,  **  Return,  O  Lord, 
unto  the  many  thoufands  of  If- 


rael(2)."  Thefe  words  are  fl:i II 
ufed  by  the  Jews,  when  they 
fetch  the  roll  of  the  law  out  of 
its  repofitory,  and  when  they 
carry  it  thither  again. 

(P)  Among  other  remark- 
able exprelfions  in  this  fpeech 
were  thofe  that  follow  j  ' '  Hear, 
O  Ifrael, — you  2LXt  now  going 
to  engage,  not  againft  your 
brethren,  not  one  tribe  againlt 
another,  by  whom  if  you 
chanced  to  be  taken,  you 
might  expert  to  be  ufed  with 
mercy  :-*-but  againfl  your  ene- 
mies, into  whofe  hands  if  it 
be  your  misfortune  to  fall,  you 
mufl:  expe6t  no  quarter: — let 
not  your  courage  fail  you;  let 
not  the  neighing  of  their 
horfes,  the  brightnefs  of  their 
fpears,  the  clattering  of  their 
(hields,  or  the  found  of  their 
trumpets  difheartenyou.— God 
is  in  the  midfl  of  you;— your 
foes  come  againft  you  with  an 
arm  of  fleih,  but  you  truft  in 
the  flrength  of  the  Almighty  " 


9* 


(i)  See  Numb,  x.  33.    Jo(h.iii.  6.         {%)  Numb,  x*  35>  3^* 

Z  2  farther 


340 

Their  man' 
ner  of  en- 
gaging. 


the  Eiftory  of  the  Jews 

farther  on  this  head  with  any  certainty,  is,  that  as  (bon  a* 
the  trumpets  had  given  the  fignal  for  the  engagement,  the 
combatants  raifed  a  great  fli6ut,.and  fell  immediately  upon 
their  enemies  8.  ' 


Yr.  of  Fl. 

897. 

Ante  Chr. 

1451. 


Tivofpies 
fent  to  Jc' 
richo  ; . 


concealed 
fy  Rahab* 


SECT.       VIL 

the  Hiftory  of  the  Jews  under  Jofhua.     the  Conquefi 
and  Partition  of  the  Land  of  Canaan. 

'Tp  H  E  Ifraelitifti  camp  continued  at  Shittim,  near  the 
*  Jordan,  in  fight  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  during  the 
days  of  mourning  for  Mofes ;  and  the  people  were  only 
waiting  for  the  fignal  to  pafs  that  river,  when  their  new 
general  received  frefh  and  repeated  promifes  of  the  divine 
afliftance  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Promifed  Land  ^. ' 

His  firft  care  was,  to  make  choice  of  two  proper  per- 
fons  to  go  privily  to  the  land  of  Jericho,  and  examine 
what  condition  their  cities  and  people  were  in.  Thefe 
fpies  having  crofled  the  Jordan,  went  and  lodged  at  the 
houfe  of  an  innkeeper  called  Rahab  (QJ  j  where  they  had 
not  been  long,  before  a  ftricl  fearch  was  made  after  them^ 
by  order  of  the  alarmed  king  of  Jericho.  Their  fear,  how- 
ever, was  foon  difpelled  by  their  hoftefs,  who  fent  away 
the  fearchprs,  by  telling  them  out  of  her  window,  that 
two  ftfangers  had  indeed  refreflied  themfelves  at  her 
houfe,  but  that  they  were  gone,  and  might  be  eafily  over- 
taken, if  clofely  purfued.  Their  backs  were  no  fooner 
turned,  than  fhe  went  to  the  two  fpies,  lo  whom  {he 
freely  owned  the  panic  dread  that  had  feized  not  only 
that  city,  but  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  at  the  news  of 
what  the  God  of  Ifrael  had  done  in  favour  of  their  na- 
tion, both  at  the  Red  Sea,  and  againft  thofe  kingdoms, 
which  they  had  fo  lately  conquered.  She  faid  for  her 
own  part,  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  'he  was  the  only 
true  God,  againft  whofe  decrees  all  oppofition  would  be 
vain  and  dangerous,  fhe  was  now  ready  to  fave  them  frora 


s  Vide  Cun.  &  Goodwin,  ubi  fupra. 


*»  Jofli.  J.  per  tot. 


(QJ  We  have  ventured  to 
give  Rahab  a  more  favourable 
appellative  than  moft  verfions 
have  done,  who  make  no  fcru- 
ple  to  call  her  a  harlot,  though 
it  is  plain,  that  the  word  zonah 


iignifies  an  innkeeper ^  as  well  as 
a  harlot  5  for  it  is  derived  frono^ 
the  root  zon,  which  fignifies 
to  gi'vefoodt  and  is  the  femi- 
nine participle  adtive  of  that 
verb. 

their 
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dieir  imminent  danger,  upon  condition  they  would  fwear  ^hey 
to  fave  her  and  her  family,  when  they  became  mafters  of  fwear  to^ 
the  city.     The  two  fpies,  who  in  the  condition  they  were  -^^^^^^^f 
fn,  would  have  purchafed  their  fafety  upon  much  harder  ^"     ^'^  ^* 
terms,  gave  her  all  the  defired  affurance,  that  not  only 
•  Ihe  and  her  family,  but  all  that  were  found  in  her  houfe 
at  the  taking  of  the  city,  fhould  be  exempted  from  the 
common  ruin.     She  therefore  kept  them  concealed  dur- 
ing the  remaining  part  of  the  time  under  fome  hempen 
flacks,    and  about  midnight  let  them  down  by  a  rope 
out  of  one  of  her  back  windows,  which  was  contiguous 
to  the  city  wall,  after  (he  had  charged  them  to  keep  them- 
felves  concealed  in  fome  clifF  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains for  two  or  three  days,  till  their  purfuers  (hould  be 
returned  home.     Before  they  took  their  leave,  they  agreed, 
that  (he  fhould  hang  a  fcarlet  line  out  of  her  window  as  a 
fignal  to  them,  and  a  fafeguard  to  her  houfe.     The  rifk 
ihcy  had  run  put  a  flop  to  their  farther  progrefs ;  and  . 
what  they  had  learned  at  Jericho,  made  it  as  needlefs  as 
dangerous ;  fo  that  they  returned  to  their  camp  on  the 
third  day,  where  they  related  to  Jofhua  all  that  had  hap- 
pened to  them  in  their  excurfion. 

The  confternation  which,    they  told  him,  had   over-  Return  i9 
fyread  the  whole  land,  was  univerfally  looked  upon  as  a  the  camp, 
f ure  omen  of  their  future  fuccefs.     Jofhua  failed  not  to  ^"^.  ^*^^ 
improve  it,  fey  afTuring  them,  that  it  was  God  himfelf  Lq^^/^' 
^«^ho  had  flruck  their  enemies  with  fuch  a  terror;  and  that 
they  had  now  nothing  to  do,  but  to  fight  valiantly  under 
his  banner  and  prote£lion.     He  then  reminded  the  two 
tribes  and  a  half  of  their  former  promife  of  afTifting  their 
brethren  in  the  conquefl  of  the  land.     But  as  thofe  tribes 
i-ompofed  an  army  of   a  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, 
Jofhua  contented  himfelf  with  lefs  than  one  half,  and  left 
the  refl  to  defend  their  new  poflcffions  and  families.     He 
then  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  the  camp,  that 
they  fhould  pafs  the  Jordan  within  three  days ;    during 
which  time  they  fhould  make  provifion  of  victuals,  feeing 
the  manna  was  to  ceafe  as  foon  as  they  had  fet  foot  on 
the  other  Ihore.     Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  he  gave  Theypr^* 
the  fignal  for  marching  from  Shittim  to  the  neighbour-  p^re  to 
ing  banks  of  that  river,  where,  as  foon  as  they  were  en-  ^^''^^  '«- 
camped,  he  fent  and  communicated  to  every  tribe  the  or-  y^^J„^ 
der  to  be  obferved  in  this  folemn  march.     The  priefts   rhe  order 
bearing  the  ark  were  to  begin  the  proceflion  ;  and  as  foon  ofcrojfmg 
as  their  feet,  touching  the  water,  had  opened  a  miracu-  ^^^  rt<v£r. 
lous  way  to  themi  each  tribe  was  to  follow  in  the  fame 

2  3  order 
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order  as  they  had  obferved  in  all  their  marches^  keeping 
however  the  awful  diftance  preferibcd  of  two  tfaoufand 
cubits,  from  that  facred  fymbol  of  the  divine  prefencc, 
whilft  thofe  that  bore  it  were  to  continue  in  the  middle  of 
the  river,  till  the  whole  hoft  of  Ifrael  ihould  have  reached 
the  other  fide. 

To  infpire  the  people  with  a  ftill  greater  regard  for  this 

wonderful  paffage,    they  were  commanded   to   fan£Hfy 

thcmfelves,  as  had  been  formerly  done  updn  fuch  folemn 

occafions ;  and  Jofhua  charged  every  tribe  to  fend  a  man 

to  him  to  be  ready  to  execute  fuch  orders  asiie  ihould  givQ 

them  on  the  morrow,     At  the  dawn,  the  priefts  began 

their  march  towards  the  river,  and  the  people  made  tfaem<^ 

fclves  ready  to  follow  them  in  two  columns,  one  abovej. 

Which  di'     ^^^  ^^  otner  below  the  ark.     As  foon,  therefore,  as  the 

nndes  itfilf  priefts  that  bare  the  ark  had  touched  the  extremity  of  the 

to  open  a      ftream,  God,  who  had  promifed  to  iighalize  their  new 

drypajfagi.  general  here,  in  as  miraculous  a  manner  as  he  had  diftin-i 

guifhed  their  old  leader  at  the  Red  Sea,  caufed  the  wa* 

ters  of  the  river  from  above  to  retire,  and  rife  up  in  heaps 

far  beyond  the  city  of  Adam  j  which  is  by  that  of  Zaretan, 

whilft  thofe  below,  continuing  their  ceurfe  towards  the 

Sea  of  the  Plain,  otherwife  called  the  Salt  or  Dead  Sea, 

opened  a  paflage  o£  about  (ixteen  or  eighteen  miles  to  the 

Ifraelites,  till  they  had  all  fafely  pafTed. 

During,  all  the  time  of  their  paffing,  the  priefts  remained 
with  the  ark  in  the  midft  of  the  river,  and  waited  only  for 
Jofhua's  orders  when  to  come  out,  and  join  the  reft  of  the 
Two  monu'  camp.  But  Jofliua,  who  defigned  to  perpetuate  the  me-. 
ments  of  it  mory  of  this  wonderful  tranfaiS^ion,  commanded  them  to 
reared  up.  ftand,  till  he  had  made  thofe  twelve  men,  whom  he  had 
direded  to  wait  about  him,  take  twelve  large  ftones,  one 
for  each  tribe,  and  lay  them  on  one  heap  in  the  place 
where  the  ark  ftood,  fo  that  they  might  be  feen  afterwards 
from  each  fliore,  when  the  waters  of  the  river  were 
abated.  At  the  fame  time,  he  dircfted  them  to  take  up 
twelve  other  ftones  from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  to 
ereft  a  monument  with  them  on  the  bank.  This  work 
being  performed,  the  priefts  had  orders  to  march  with  the 
ark,  and  leave  the  waters  to  refume  their  ufual  courfc- 
From  this  place,  Joftiua  commanded  the  van-guard,  which 
confifted  of  the  forty  thoufaild  men  of  the  tribes  of  Reuben, 
Gad,  and  half  ManafTeh,  to  ^atch-  towards  the  plains  of 
Jericho  ;=  thcfe  were  foon  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  army* 
and  encamped  at  Gilgal>   TisiovX   feven  or  eight  miles 

frora 
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from  Jordan,  and  about  three  or  four  from  the  city  of 
Jericho  *>. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  feaft  of  the  Paflbvcr  drew  nigh, 
untQ  which  no  uncircumcifed  perfon  was  to 'be  admitted, 
under  the  fevereft  penalties ;  and  yet  that  ceremony  had 
been  intermitted  during  their  forty  years  wahdering,  as 
has  been  lately  hinted ;  it  was  therefore  neceffary,  be-  Cireumci- 
fore  all  things,  that  it  fliould  be  renewed  out  of  hand  :  >«'*'»'«'- 
wherefore,  Jofhua  was  commanded  to  fee  it  immediately 
performed ;  and  God,  highly  pleafcd  with  their  obedi- 
ence, told  them,  that  he  had  now  removed,  or  rolled 
away  fro^  them  the  reproach  of  Egypt ;  that  is,  that  he 
lie  longer  looked  upon  them  as  uncircumcifed  Egyptians, 
but  as  his  own  people  ;  in  memory  of  which  tranfaftion, 
the  place  was  called  Gilgal,  or  rolling. 

It  was  happy  for  them  that  they  enjoyed  the  immediate 
and  miraculous  proteftion  of  heaven,  otherwife  this  ope- 
ration performed  on  their  whole  hoft,  would  have  difabled 
them  for  fome  time  from  ufing  their  arms  in  their  own 
defence,  confequently  rendered  them  an  eafy  prey  to  their 
enemies.  The  Ifraelites  being  thus  qualified,  were  per- 
mitted to  keep  the  feaft  of  the  Paffover. 

In  this  place  it  was,  that  God,  or  his  angel  appeared  Godap^ 
to  Jofliua  in  the  fhape  of  a  warrior,  ftanding  at  fome  dif-  pears  to 
tance  from  him  with  a  drawn  fword.     Joihua  being  fur-  J^fi^^* 
prifed  tb  fee  a  man  ftand  fo  near  him  in  that  hoftile  pof- 
ture,  afked  him,  whether  he  was  for  or  againft  Ifrael  ? 
Upon  hijs  anfwering,  that  he  was  the  captain  of  the  Lord's 
hoft,  the  other  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  worfliipped  him, 
and  in  the  humbleft  terms  expreiTed  his  readinefs  to  receive 
his  commands  ^.     The  Lord  was  pleafed  to  dire£t  the 
wonderful  manner  in  which  he  would  have  Jericho  be^ 
fieged,  that  the  reft  of  the  Canaanites  might  be  made  fen- 
£ble,  that  it  was  not  an  arm  of  flefli  that  fought  againft 
them. 

We  have  already  given  fome  account  of  the  fiege  and 
redu£tion  of  this  place  in  the  hiftory  of  Canaan.  AJl 
that  needs  be  added  here,  is,  that  the  city,  into  which 
great  numbers  out  of  the  neighbouring  villages  had  re- 
tired, fome  to  defend  it,  and  others  to  fave  themfelves, 
had  been  clofely  fhut  up  by  order  of  the  king,  who  com- 
manded there  in  perfon  \   and  that  on  the  feventh  day, 

b  JoC  iv.  IS,  i3«  <  Grot.  Le  Gere.  &  al.  Jo(h.  v. 

per  tot. 

Z  4  which 
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ne  man-     whith  was  the  fabbath,  the  circumveaion  of  the  ark  was 
ner  oftak-    repeated  feven  times,  with  the  ufual  folemnity ;  the  prieft^ 
iugjencho.  founding  with  the  rams-horns,  and  the  fame  guard  of 
armed  men  marching  before  and  after  it,  as  on  the  firft 
fix  days.     As  foon  as  the  feventh  circuit  was  performed, 
the  found  of  the  trumpets  was  accompanied  with  an  uni- 
verfal  fliout  of  all  the  befiegers ;  and  this  was  followed 
by  the  fall   of   the  city-wall,   opening  a  way  into  it,  at 
which  every  man  mounted  the  breach  that  was  neareft. 
Their  firft  care  was  to  convey  Rahab  and  all  her  family 
Rahah  and  out  of  the  city.     Thefe  were  no  fooner  fafely  withdrawn,* 
her  family   than  the  Ifraelites  maflacred  all  the  men,  women,  chil- 
Y*^    V  Fl    ^^^^y    ^"^   cattle   that  were  found  in  it ;    after  which 
897.     *  flaughter,  having  feized  upon  all  the  gold,  filver,  brafs. 
Ante  Chr.  and  other  bafer  metals,  and  depofited  them  in  the  trea- 
145 » •       fury,  they'fet  the  place  on  fire,  and  levelled  it  to  the  ground. 
'  Jofliua  added  a  prophetic  curfe  on  the  man  that  (hould  after- 

wards attempt  to  rebuild  it,  importing,  that  he  fhould  lay  , 
the  foundation  of  it  in  his  firft-born,  and  fet  up  its  gates 
in  his  youngeft  fon  ** ;  by  which  expreflion  the  Jews  under- 
fland,  that  all  his  children^  fhould  die  an  untimely  death 
before  he  had  finifhed  the  work.  This  curfe,  it  feems, 
was  literally  fulfilled  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after,  by  Hiel,  the  Bethelite,  who  laid  the  foundatfon  of 
it  in  his  eldeft  fon  Abiram,  and  fet  up  its  gates  in  his 
youngeft  fon,  Segub  ^  (C).  Such  was  the  fatal  end  of  Je- 
richo, which  Mofes  chofe  to  call  by  the  name  of  the  City 
of  Palm-trees  S  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  them  that 
grew  in  the  adjacent  plains.  Jofephus  adds,  that  the  tree, 
frpm  which  flowed  the  beft  balm  of  Gilead,  grew  in  its 
neighbourhood  ^y  from  whofe  fragrancy  it  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  named  Jericho,  which  in  the  original,  fignifies 
odour.  As  for  Rahab  and  her  family,  they  had  a  place 
afligned  them  out  of  the  Ifraelitifti  camp  ;  and  (he  was 
foon  after  incorporated  into  their  commonwealth,  by  her 
embracing  the  Jewifti  religion,  and  her  marriage  to  Sal- 
She  is  mar-  nion,  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

ried  to  Sal- 

«P^*»  *  Jofli.  vi.  per  tot.  «  1  Kings  xvi.  ver.  ult.  f  Deut* 

xxxiv.  3.  g  Jofeph.  de  Bell,  lib*  v.  cap^  4. 

(C)  In  this  interval,  how-  Jericho  in  David's  days  (2).  Sa 

/           ever,  betwixt  Jolhua  and  Hiel,  th^t  one  would  be  apt  to  think 

we  read  of  the  City  of  Palm-  there  was  a  miilake  fomewhere 

trees  in  Eglon's  time  ( 1 ) ,  and  of  in  the  hiftory. 

(0  Judg.  iii.  13.  (2}  2  Sam.  x.  45. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  Jofhua,  confidering  the  time    that 
the  making  and  dividing  of  future  conquefts  would  take, 
during  which  his  numerous  army  muft  be  fupplied  with 
provifions,    chofe .  to   make  that  fruitful  plain   his  head 
quarters,  from  whence  he  might  conftantly  fend  detach- 
ments to  invade  other  territories,  till  they  had  fo  far  en- 
larged their  own,  as  to  admit  of  a  diftribution  among  the 
tribes  which  were  not  fettled  till  fix  years  after  this  event. 
He  began  with  fending  a  detachment  of  three  thoufand  ThelfraeU 
men  againft  the  king  of  Ai,  whofe  capital  was  about  ten  itesrepuljed 
or  twelve  miles  diftant  from  Jericho,  where  they  received  ^'  ^^' 
an  unexpefted  repulfe.     This  fmall  check  fo  damped  the 
people's  courage,  that  Jolhua  was  forced  to  have  recourfe 
to  God,  who  immediately  anfwered  by  urim,  that  a  facri- 
lege  had  been  committed,  and  ordered  him   to  difcover 
the    guilty   perfon   by  lot  (D),    and  punifh   him    with 
immediate  death.     Jofliua  loft  no  time,  and  having  caft 
.lots  from  the  tribes  to  the  families,   Achan  the  fon  of 
Carmi,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  was  found  to  be  the  guilty 
perfon,  who,  at  the  general's  requeft,  confefled,  that  he 
had  concealed  fome  of  the  accurfed  plunder  of  Jericho. 
His  crime  was  no  fooner  verified  by  the  fearch  that  was   AchatCs 
made  in  his  tent,  than  he  and  all  he  had  were  conveyed   crime  pu* 
to  the 'adjacent  valley,  which  was  from  that  time  called '  »5^*^« 
the  'Valley  of  Achor,    or  trouble^    and    there   ftoned  to 
death ;  after  which  execution,  they  reared  up  a  heap  of 
^ones  for  a  monument  of  his  crime  *. 

c  Jofli.  vii.  per  tot# 


(D)  How  thcfc  lots  were 
caft,  is  neither  clear  from 
Scripture,  nor  explained  by 
•  commentators,  though  we  have 
a  great  many  inftances  of  their 
being  made  ufe  of  by  the  Jews, 
as  well  as  others.  Jofephus  ( r) 
only  fays,  that  it  was  done  be- 
fore the  high-prieft  and  fe- 
venty  elders.  Other  Jews  add, 
that  they  were  made  to  pafs 
before  the  ark,  and  that  the 
high-prieft  was  dire6led  by  the 
urim  to  pitch  upon  the  tribe, 


family,  &c.  However  that  be, 
the  lawfulnefs  of  this  way  of 
cafting  lots  cannot  be  denied, 
feeing  it  was  not  only  counte- 
nanced, if  not  prefcribed,  by 
God,  but  afterwards  pradlifed 
by  the  apoftles  (2)  ;  though  the 
heathenifh  fuperftition,  which 
fince  mixed  itfelf  with  it,  and 
the  vi\e  purpofes  to  which  it, 
was  put,  hath  made  it  exceed- 
ing dangerous,  if  not  altoge- 
ther criminal. 


(1)  Vide  Jof.  Antiq.  lib.  v.  cap.  1. 


(2).  A£ls  i.  vcr.  ult. 


The 
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Canaan  .         The  army  being  thus  purged,  they  had  much  better 
£onquirid     fuccefs,  tiot  Only  in  their  next  expedition  againft  Ai,  but 
infixyears.  alfo  againft  the  whole  land,  the  conqueft  of  which  was 
(though  not  perfeftly)  finilhed  in  fix  years.     Put  as  we 
have  given  an  account  of  it  in  a  former  part,  we  (hall 
only  mention  two  miraculous  tranfa£tions  which  happened 
Ithi  fun       at  this  time  5  namely,  the  flopping  the  courfe  of  the  fua 
^^^A    '    ^^  Jofliua,  and  the  remarkable  rain  of  hail-ftones  that  .did 
^antH^  *  ^"^^  terrible  execution  upon  the  confederate  army  of  the 
Canaanites,  both  which  events  happened  on  the  fame  day. 
JMany,   otherwifc    learned  men,    among   the  Chriftians, 
have  fcriipled  to  fall  in  with  the  Copernican  fyftem,  upon 
a   notion,  that  it  is  direftly  contrary  to  feveral  exprefs 
teftimonies  of  ^holy  writ,  amongft  which  this  of  the  fan 
and   moon   (landing  ftill  is  |ftrenuoufly  urged  by  them; 
whilft  othersi  from  a  contrary  principle,  have  been  in- 
duced to  queftion  the  authority  of  the  Bible^  becaufe  it  fa- 
voured fo  abfurd  a  fyftem  as  that  of  Ptolemy  is  now  ge* 
nerally  allowed  and  proved  to  be.     Alphonfo^  king  of 
Naples,  faid,  that  *'  if  the  fyftem  of  the  earth's  ftanding 
(till  were  true,  the  whole  univerfe  was  but  a  bungling 
piece  of  mechanifm  ^  (E)." 

As  the  cafe  is  undoubtedly  miraculous,  there    Is  no- 
thing  farther   to  be  faid ;  however,  a  great  number  of 
authors,  both  Jews  and  Ghriftians,  have  ranfacked  their- 
brains  to  find  out  more  fatisfadory  folutions,  though  with 
fo  little  circumfpe£lion  and  futcefs,  that  they  have  mul- 
tiplied the  difficulties,   which    they  endeavoured  to  re- 
move K. 
ne  rain  of      The  fliowcr  of  ftones  hath  likewife  proved  a  ftumbling- 
fifMis  that    block  to  many  fcrupulous  e4iquirers.     The  text  exprefsly 
fiUuponihi  declares  that  "  the  Lord  caufed  great  ftones  to  fell,  or  to 
CoMOOMites*  \^  ^afl.'  y^Qj^  them j  and  many  more  died  by  the  abne  ha- 
*     barad,  the  haii-jionesy  than  by  the  fword/'     This  laft  ex- 

Jrefljon   hath  induced  the  Septuagint,    and  after  them, 
ofephus,  and  the  author  of  Ecclefiafticus,    to    believe 

^  Bacon's  Apophthegms.  t  Vide  Cbald.  Paraph.  R.  Levi 

Ben.Gerftj.  &  al.  Munft.  in  loc.  Calmet.  Differt.  Jof.  &  Dav. 
Kimchi.  Mairaonid.Morc  Nevoch.  part  ii.  cap.  39.  Grot.  Tract. 
Thfolog.  Politic,  cap.  1,  Peirer.  Frseadamit.  liB.  iv.  cap.  6.  Le 
Clerc  poi^  Mai  mo  n. 

(E)  The  words  literally  run    Ion  :'*  and  in  the  next  vcrfe 
thus :    •'  Sun,  be  thou  filent    it  is  faid,   that   they  •*  ftood 


in,  or  upon  Gibeon,  and  thou    ftill  "  accordingly, 
iijoon  in  the  Valley  of  Aja- 


it 
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it  was  real  hail,  of  more  than  ordinary  fizey  in  which 
there  is  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  enough  to  the  ge-^ 
nius  of  the  tongue.  Biit  on  the  other  hand»  it  is  certain^ 
that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  the  obvious  meaning,  that  the 
word  hail  feems  rather  to  be  ufed  here  to  exprefs  the  vaft 
quantity,  prodigious  fore  vehemence,  and  execution  of 
thofe  ftones  which  then  fell  ;  and  the  expreffion  of  **  fly- 
ing and  falling  as  thick  as  hall,''  is  not  only  common  to 
all  the  ancient,  but  is  likewife  retained  in  moil  modem 
languages;  for  which  reafon,  feveral  learned  men  have 
underftood  it  of  a  miraculous  fhower  of  real  ftones,  as  be^ 
ing  the  moft  eafy  and  natural  meaning  of  the  text. 

We  return  now  to  Jofliua,'  whom  Providence  had  by 
this  time  fo  far  fignalized,  not  only  by  the  two  miracles 
lafl  mentioned,  but  by  the  paflage  of  the  Jordan,  and  the 
deftru£^ion  of  Jericho,  that  the  terror  of  his  arms,  foon  be- 
came fo  formidable  to  all  the  Canaatiites,  that  great  part 
of  them  abandoned  their  country,  and  fled,  fome  into  ' 
Afia^  others  into  Africa,  to  avoid  the  confequence  of  his 
vengeance  (E).  Ail  thefb  circumftances  greatly  facilitated 
the  conqueft  of  the  country,  which  was,  in  fome  meafure, 
completed  in  lefs  than  feven  years,,  and  divided  among  the  Thttand 
tribes  by  lot,  in  the  manner  we  have  fliewn  in  the  gcogra-  f''^'^'^f* 
phyof  ralefl:ine.  Caleb,  the  fonof  Jephunneh,  was  im-^ 
mediately  put  in  pofleflHon  of  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Judah,  and  of  Hebron,  which  had  been  afligned  to  him 
by  God*:  then  the  tribe  of  Judah,  of  which  he  was  chief, 
that  of  Ephraim,  and  the  other  half  tribe  of  Manafleh,  had 
likewife  their  feveral  afCgiiments.  Jofhua  having  fent  pro- 
per perfons  to  furvey  the  land,  and  to  bring  him  an  ac- 
count of  it,  whilft  he  and  the  reft  of  the  tribes  were  a£- 
fembled  at  Shiloh ;  he  divided  to  each  their  portion,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpeftive  lots ;  then  he  had  the  territorj^ 
of  Timnath-Serah,  in  the  mountains  of  Ephraim,  allotted 


Yr.  of  FI. 

904. 

Ante  Chr, 

1444. 


(F)  This  faa  the  learned 
Bochart  hath  taken  great  pains 
to  prove ;  though  ohuckford' 
feems  not  altogether  fo  well 
fatisfied  with  his  arguments* 
We  have  not  room  to  enter 
into  the  merit  of  the  contro- 
verfy ;  but  if  there  be  any 
frvith  in  the  infcription,  which 
Procopius,  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  the  emperor  Juftinian, 


tells  us  was  engraved  on  fome 
pillars,  near  the  place  where 
Tangier  pow  flands,  importing, 
that  thofe  who  fet  them  gp 
were  the  fugitives  from  the 
face  of  that  great  robber -Jo- 
fliua, the  fon  of  Nun,  be  of 
any  weight,  there  will  be  no 
doubt  made,  that  great  multi- 
tudes fled  from  the  conquering* 
fword  of  the  Hebrew  general. 

fo 
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for  his  own  inheritance  by  the  whole  people ;  and  there 
he  built  the  city  of  that  name,  and  made  it  his  chief  re* 
.  fidence  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Cities  of  His  next  care  was  to  appoint  three  cities  of  refuge  on 

refuge.        this  fide  Jordan ;  and  thofe  likewife  which  were  to  be  al- 
lotted to  the  priefts  and  Levites,  in  number  forty-fix, 
which  we  have  already  fpoken  of  elfewhere.     As  for  the 
altar,  fet  up  on  Mount  Ebal  \  the  bleffings  and  curfes  on 
that,  and  Mount  Gerizzim ;  together  with  an  epitome  of 
the  Mofaic  law^;    all  thefe  matters  had  been  tranfafted 
foon  after  the  deftruftion  of  Jericho  and  Ai,  and  before 
Yr.  of  Fl.  his  viftory  over  the  Canaanites.     Soon  after  this  event, 
9toi.       he  made  that  treaty  with  the  Gibeonites,  by  which  they 
Ante  Chr.  fay^d  themfelves  from  the  common  deftruftion^     He  had 
'^^^*       now  nothing  to  do,  but  to  difmifs  the  two  tribes  and  a 
half,  which  had  been  feated  on  the  other  fide  the  Jordan. 
Having  accompanied  and  afiifted  their  brethren  in  the 
conqueft  of  Canaan,  they  now  begged  leave  to   return 
to  their  families.     Jofliua  readily  complied  with  their  re- 
queft,   and  caufed  them  to  be  honourably  difmified  by 
the  heads  of  the  tribes ;  but  in  their  return  homeward, 
before  they  landed  on  the  other  fide  the  Jordan,  they  re- 
An  altar      folved  to  eref):  an  altar  of  a  prodigious  fize  upon  the  bor- 
reateduf     dcr  of  that  river,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
by  the  two    the  relation  they  bore  to  the  other  tribes,  and  of  the  won- 
tribes.  jgj.g  ^jjjch  God  had  wrought  in  their  favour. 

yr.  of  Fl.       This  laudable  dcfign  was  fo  far  miftaken,  however,  by 
904.       JojQiua,  and  the  refl:  of  the  people,  that  they  took  great 
Ante  Chr.  umbrage  at  it,  infomuch  that  he  aflembled  the  heads  at 
^^'      Shiloh,  where  it  was  refolved  to  commence  a  bloody  war 
againft  them,  in  cafe  they  did  not  difculpate  themfelves 
from  the  crime  of  rebellion  and  apoftacy,  which  this  new 
altar  had  given  •  caufe  to  fufpeft  them  guilty  of.     He  ac- 
Adeputa-    cordingly  deputed  ten  of  the  chiefs,  with  Phinehas,  the 
^thmb^^^    high-prieft's  fon,  at  their  head,  to  go  and  enquire  into  the 
Jo/bua,        reafon  of  their  erefting  the  altar;    feeing  they  could  not 
be  ignorant,  how  exprefsly  they  had  Ijeen  forbid  by  God 
to  offer  up  facrifices  any  where,  but  at  the  place  which 
he  himfelf  fhould  appoint  \  and  to  declare  to  them  that  in 
cafe  they  had  formed  any  fuch  fchifmatical  defign,  the 
other  nine  were   refolved  to    oppofe    it   with  all  their 
might. 

Phinehas    failed    not   to  deliver    his   mcflage  •  in  the 
.ftrongeft  terms,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  danger  which 

h  Deut.  XXV ii,  4,  &  feqq. 
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the  introduftion  of  any  new  worfliip  would  expofe  them 
to  J  but  was  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear  them  take  God  to 
witnefs,  that  they  had  not  built  that  fumptuous  altar  with 
a  view  of  oiFering  facrifices  upon  it ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
to  prevent  their  pofterity's  being  debarred,  in  procefs  of 
time,  the»  privilege  of  coming  and  ofFering  them  at  the 
place  which   God  fliould  appoint,    under  pretence  that 
Providence  had  feparated  them  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  by  fetting  the  river  Jordan  as  a  barrier  bet^Areen 
them.     Their  anlwer  was  couched  in  fuch    fubmiflive 
terms,  and  accompanied  with  fuch  plain  tokens  of  fince- 
rity,  as  afforded  to  the,  deputies,  and  foon  after  to  Jofhua 
and  all  the  Ifraelites,  all  the  fatisfa£kion  they  could  wifh  *. 
After  this  explanation,    Joihua  governed  the  Ifraelitiih   yr,  of  FL 
commonwealth  peaceably  during  the  fpace  of  feventeen        ^i*. 
years ;  when,  finding  himfelf  drawing  near  his  end,  he   Ante  Cl>n 
caufed  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes  to  afiemble  at  Shechem;       H^^' 
There,  having  reminded  them  of  all  the  wonders 'which  ^ 

God  had  wrought  in  their  favour,  and  how  much  it  was 
their  intereft  as  well  as  duty  to  continue  lledfaft  in  their 
obedience  to  him,  he  exhorted  them  to  renew  their  cove- 
nant, which  they  readily  did,  and  confirmed  it  with  an 
oath,  which  he  caufed  to  be  regiftered,  and  a  new  mo- 
nument to  be  ere£led  in  memory  of  it,  near  the  great  oak 
that  is  in  Shechem.  He  expired  foon  after,  in  the  one 
hundred  and  tenth  year  of  his  age  ^,  and  was  buried  in 
the  border  of  his  inheritance  in  Timnath-Serah,  in  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill  of 
Gaafli  *  (G). 

His  death  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  Eleazar  the 
high-prieft,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Phinehas :  by 
degrees  the  reft  of  the  feventy  elders,  who  had  out-lived 
Jofhua,  died  alfo  ;  and  with  them,  one  would  think,  not 
only  all  the  remembrance  of  Jofhua,  and  of  their  late  co- 


i  Jofli.  xxii.  pailim.  ^  Ibid.  cap.  ult.  ver.ig. 

30.     See  alfo  xix.  50.  &  Juc^g*  ii*  9* 


1  Ibid. 


(G)  This  famous  general, 
whofe  original  name  of  Ofeah 
was  changed,  as  is  fuppofed, 
by  Mofes,  into  that  of  Jofhua, 
fignifying  a  faviour^  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  been  the  author 
of  the  book  called  by  his  name ; 
and  it  is  plain  by  the  word  w^, 
ufed  by  the  hiftorian  in  fpeak- 


ing  of  the  miraculous  paflage 
over  Jordan,  that  he  was  one 
of  thofe  that  paffed  it ;  and 
the  book  itfelf  concludes  with 
affirming,  that  Jofhua  wrote 
all  thefe  tranfa£tions  in  the 
Book  of  the  Law  of  God,  or 
as  an  Appendix  to  thofe  which 
Mofes  had  written  before. 

venant 
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'venant  fo  folemnly  ratified  by  all  the  tribes,  but  HkewiiSj 
all  fenfe  of  religion,  fear  of  God,  or  regard  of  his  lawsj 
for  Jofhua  had  been  dead  fcarce  twenty  years,  when  we 
find  them  funk  into  the  moil:  brutal  vice  and  the  grofleft 
idolatry. 

SECT.    VIII. 

s 

The  Wfiory  of  the  Jews  under  the  Judges^  from  the 
Death  of  Jofhua  to  Saul  their  firji  King. 

Yr.  of  Fh  A  T  the  death  of  Joihua,  a  great  part  of  Canaan  remained 
905.  -*A  jj^jii  unconquered,  fo  that  the  Ifraelites  could  not, 
Ante  Chr.  ^itjjQut  purfuing  their  conqueft,  fecure  the  poifeffion  of 
_.,.J1.^  9Fhat  they  had.  The  tribe  of  Judah  was  appointed  by 
Juiaks  tbe  oracle  to  begin  the  war ;  Caleb,  the  fon  of  Jephunnel^ 
wiir.  was  chief  of  that  tribe,  and  engaged  that  of  Simeon,  with 

which  bis  own  was  interwoven,  to  join  him  againft  the 
king  of  Bezek,  who  was  routed  and  taken.  He  after- 
wards  undertook  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem,  at  that  time  pof<* 
fefled  by  the  Jebufites.  The  city  was  accordingly  facked 
and  burned ;  but  the  befieeed  retired  into  the  fortrefs  of 
Zion  *.  After  this  exploit  he  turned  his  forces  towards 
the  fouth,  againft  the  cities  of  Hebron,  or  Kirjath-Arba, 
jind  Debir,  called  alfo  Kirjath-Sepher,  inhabited  by  the 
gigantic  fons  of  Anak.  Thefe  had  been  formerly  pro^ 
mifed  to  him  by  Mofes,  as  a  reward  of  his  fidelity,  and 
yielded  to  him  accordingly  by  Joihua,  a  little  before  his 
death  ^.  Caleb  being  then  above  four-fcore  and  five  years 
of  age,  though  ftill  ftrong  and  vigorous,  thought  it  pru- 
dent not  to  exhauft  his.  ftrength  too  far  in  the  fiege  of 
thofe  ftroBg  places.  He,  therefore,  prc^ofed  his  daugh- 
ter Achfah  as  a  revi^ard  to  the  man  that  ihould  take  Kir- 
jath-Sepher; audit  was  not  long  before  it  was  gained  by 
Othniel,  a  man  of  his  own  farnily(A),  whofe  conduft 
and  bravery,  upon  this  occafion,  raifed  him,  foon  after, 
to  the  dignity  of  judge. 

Whilft  Caleb,  and  his  new  fon-in*law,  were  employed 
in  thus  enlarging  their  inheritance,  the  other  tribes  neg- 
leSed  the  exprefs  order  of  their  law-giver,  and,  inftcad 
pf  ipctirpating  their  enemies,  contented  themfelyes  with 

*Ja4g  i»-9.  ^Jo(h.  XV.  13,  &  feq. 

(A)  The  text  calls  him  the    terminc  whether  he  or  his  fa* 
ibnoflCenaK,  brother  to  Ca-    tfaer  was  Caleb's  brother. 
leb,  4bchatitisQot«afytodc-     * 

laying 
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laying  them  under  tribute.  The  Canaanites,  in  appear- 
ance,  patiently  fubmitted  to  their  yoke  ;  fo  that  they  be- 
came lefs  cautious,  and  were,  by  degrees,  fo  far  en- 
fnared  with  the  beauty  of  their  women,  as  to  contrad 
affinities  with  them.  Thefe  intermarriages  foon  recon- 
ciled them  to  the  worfhip  of  Baal,  Aflitaroth,.  and  othCT 
idols  of  Canaan,  and  provoked  the  true  God  to  forfake 
them  J  then  their  enemies  feized  the  opportunity  of  regain- 
ing their  liberties,  and  of  opprefling  them  in  their  turn. 

During  this  period  of  apoilacy  and  confufion,  Micah, 
a  \(realthy  man  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  ere^ed  that  idol  in  his  houfe,  which  was  foon  after 
taken  from  him  by  the  Danites,  and  fet  up  at  Dan. 

Micah  having  from  remorfe   rcftored   to  his  mother  y      r  ^t 
eleven  hundred  pieces  of  filver  which  he  had   feized,  flie       '935. 
was  fo  tranfported  with  joy,  that  (he  refolved   to  confe-  Ante  Chr* 
crate  the  greateft  part  of  it  to  what  ihe  called  a  religious      ^4-^** 
ufe,  fuch  as  might  prove  an  equivalent  bleffing  to  him  for  '  * 

the  curfes  he  had  extorted  from  her.  Accordingly,  with  5^m^2, 
part  of  that  filver,  flie  and  her  fon  purchafed  two  idols, 
one  molten,  and  the  other  carved,  and  with  the  reft  built 
a  chapel,  where  they  were  placed,  together  with  fome  ^ 
teraphim,  which  they  had,  in  all  likelihood,  already  in 
the  houfe.  To  this  apparatus  they  added  an  ephod,  or 
prieftly  garment,  with  which  Micah  inftalled  his  fon  in 
the  priefthodd  of  his  new  gods ;  but,  in  the  fequel,  a 
young  indigent  Levite,  wandering  that  way,  was  hired,| 
as  a  more  proper  perfon,  for  that  office. 

Micah  thought  him&lf  highly  bleifed,  and  that  nothing 
could  hinder  him  from  the  favour  of  God  ^,  when  the 
Danites,  who  found  themfelves  ftreightened  in  their  own 
tribe,  fent  out  fome  fpies  to  feek  for  a  new  habitation. 
Thefe  chancing  to  pafs  that  way,  confulted  the  Levite 
about  the  fuccefs  of  their  journey,  and  having  received  a 
favourable  anfwer,  went  dire£bly  to  Laifh,  a  confiderable 
town,  whofe  rich  inhabitants,  like  thoie  of  Zidon,  lived 
in  the  moft  carelefs  fecurity,  without  magiftrates,  foldiery^ 
or  ftrength.  They  returned,  and  acquainted  their  tribe 
with  the  joyful  news ;  upon  which  the  Danites  of  Zorah 
and  Eihtaol  armed  fix  hundred  of  their  men  i  and  thefcy 
with  the  five  fpies  at  their  head,  marched  immediately 
toward  Laifh.  In  their  way  the  .  fpies  acquainted  them 
with  Micah's  having  a  young  Levite,  named  Jonathan, 

the  fon  of  Gerfliom,  from  whofe  mouth  they  had  received 

• 

^  Judg.  xyii.  pair,  vide  ?er.  ult. 
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a  proinife  of  fuccefs  in  this  expedition.    The  Danite$# 
therefore,  inftead  of  reproving  Micah  for  his  apoftacyi 
entered  by  main  force,   itook  away  the   idols,  teraphim, 
and  cphod,  and  forced  the  young  pricft  to  go  along  with 
them  to  Lailh.     Micah  followed  them,  and  made  loud 
complaints,  t^at  they  had  robbed  him  of  all  that  was  valu^ 
able  in  life ;  all  the  anfwer  they  gave  him  was,  that  his 
outcries  might  coft  him  his  life,  and  that  it  was  his  fafeft 
way  to  go  home  quietly.    They  foon  arrived  at  Laifli, 
which  they  took    and  deftroyed,    with   its   inhabitants. 
Having  built  a  new  city,  and  called  it  Dan,  after  the 
'name  of  their  progenitor,  they  fet  up  their  idols  there, 
and  retained   young  Jonathan  and.  his  fons   to  be  their 
priefts.      The  Septuagint,   Vulgate,    and    fome   Jewifli 
rabbies,  call  him  the  grandfon  of  Mofes,  but  the  original 
fays  he  was  the  grandfon  of  ManafTeh  *. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       During  thefe  years  of  anarchy  the  inhabitants  of  Gi- 
941.       beah,  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  were  guilty  of  fo  horrid 
Ante  Chr.  ^  breach   of  hofpitality  towards   a  wandering  Levite,  as 
'^  proved  the  ca.ufe  of  much  bloodftied,  and  was  like  to  have 

A  bhody  occafioned  the  ruin  of  that  whole  tribe.  The  Levite  was 
war  a-  bringing  his  eloped  concubine  home,  and  coming  to  that 
gainfl  Ben-  place  about  fun-fet,  was  invited  to  lodge  with  an  old  man 
jamin.  ^^q  ^let  him  in  the  ftreet.  They  had  fcarce  refrefhed 
themfelves,  when  a  band  of  profligate  youths  furrounded 
the  houfe,  and,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  demanded. (he 
ftranger  to  be  facrificed  to  their  brutifh  luft  ;  the  Levite 
could  find  no  other  means  of  faving  himfelf  but  by  deli- 
vering up  his  concubine  to  them,  and  next  morning  he 
found  her  dead  at  the  threfhold  of  the  door,  whether  of 
fhame  or  of  the  grievous  abufe  fhe  had  fufFered.  It 
was  in  vain  to  complain  of  this  cruelty  in  fuch  an  aban- 
doned place ;  he  took,  therefore,  the  dead  body  with 
him,  and  brought  it  to  his  own  houfe,  where  he  divided 
it  into  twelve  pieces,  and  fent  one  to  each  tribe,  with  an 
account  of  the  outrage.  The  incenfed  tribes  aflTembled 
from  all  parts  of  Ifrael  to  Mizpeh,  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  fighting  men  ;  and  there  the  Levite 
gave  them  a  farther  detail  of  the  injury  he  had  fuftained**. 
i  he  whole  aflembly  rofe  up  as  one  man,  and  refolved  not 
to  return  to  their  refpeftive  homes  till  they  had  punifced 
the  authors  of  that  unheard-of  abufe  with  the  utmoft 
feverity.  They  fent  deputies  to  the  heads  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  to  demand  the  delivery  of  the  profligate  Gibea- 

^  Judg.  %x\\\,  30.  *  Judg,  XX.  5,  &  feq. 
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Jhites  5  but  th^t  haughty  tribe,  inftead  of  complying  with 
their  requeft,  armed  twenty- five  thoufand  of  their  beft 
warriors,  befides  feven  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Gibeah,  to  go  out  againft  them.  This  unexpefted  obfti- 
nacy  exafperated  the  Ifraelites  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
made  a  vow  to  take  a  fuller  revenge  on  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin. They  confultcd  the  Lord  which  of  the  tribes 
ihould  goagainfl  them,  and  were  anfwered,  by  the  mouth 
of  Phineas,  the  high-prieft,  that  Judah  fhould  go  forth. 
A  battle  enfued,  and  Judah  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
two  and  twenty  thoufand  men.  This  tribe  tried  their  for- 
tune in  a  fecond  engagement,  but  met  with  the  fame  fate  ; 
at  length,  having  recourfe  to  God  with  failing  and  prayer, 
they  obtained  a  favourable  anfwer ;  and  the  high-prieft 
promifed  them,  that  the  Lord  would,  on  the  next  onfet,  . 
deliver  the  Benjamites  into  their  hands.  This  anfwer  in- 
fpfred  them  with  frefh  courage,  and  they  devifed  a  ftra- 
tagem  which  had  the  defired  efFe6l.  'They  divided  them- 
iclves  into  three  bodies,  one  of  which  lay  in  ambulh, 
ready  to  enter  the  city  as  foon  as  the  men  fhould  fally 
out ;  another  made  a  falfe  attack,  an^  pretended  to  fly 
before  them,  on  purpofe  to  draw  them  out  into  the  plain, 
-vi^hilft  the  third  and  main  body  lay  concealed  in  the  nejgh- 
_  .bourhood  of  Baal-Tamar.  The  children  of  Benjamin  gave 
eafily  into  the  fnare.  The  Jews  giving  way,  they  purfued 
them  with  great  eagernefs,  till  finding  themfelves  fur- 
prifed  in  their  purfuit  by  the  main  body,  they  attempted  a 
retreat  into  the  town,  which,  by  this  time,  their  enemies 
had  pofTefTed ;  fo  that,  turning  about,  and  feeing  it  in 
flames,  they  were  fo  diflieartcned,  that  they  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  cut  off  without  farther  lefiftance,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-five  thoufand.  About  fix  hundred 
faved  themfelves  by  flight,  and  fortified  themfelves  upon 
the  tops  of  the  rocks  of  Rimmon,  where  they  remained 
four  months. 

This  viftory  ferved  only*  to  whet  the  fury  of  the  other 
tribes,  which  did  not  cool  till  they  had  burnt  down  all 
their  cities  and  villages,  maflacred  all  the  inhabitants 
without  diftindlion,  and  made,  as  they  thought,  an  utter 
end  of  that  unfortunate  tribe.  It  was  then,  indeed,  that  they 
began  to  refleft,  withfome  remorfe,  upon  what  they  had 
done,  and  to  bewail  the  lofs  of  one  pf  their  tribes.  They 
-wrent  up  to  Shiloh  again,  and,  having  been  informed  that 
the  fix  hundred,  who  were  efcaped  from  the  flaughter, 
ivere  ftill  upon  the  rocks  of  Rimmpn,  they  entreated  God 
to  direft  them  how  to  recall  then>  peaceably,  and  to  re- 
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ftorc  the  loft  tribe  by  their  means.  There  was,  in<!ce(f^ 
'  one  main  impediment  to  it,  namely,  a  rafli  oath  they  had 
made  at  Mizpeh,  that  none  of  them  would  give  their 
daughters  to  any  of  that  tribe.  The  oath,  being  unlawful 
in  itfelf,  might  have  been  difiblved  by  the  high-prieft, 
who  was  there  prefent;  but  whether  their  confciencei 
were  become  more  tender  than  ufual,  they  bethought 
themfelves  of  another  expedient,  which  would  anfwer 
their  end,  though  it  was  fcarcely  fo  juftifiable  as  the 
breach  of  fuch  an  oath  would  have  been.  They  caufed 
ftrift  fearch  to  be  made  in  their  mufter-roUs,  whether  any 
of  the  tribes  had  failed  to  come  to  the  camp  at  Mizpeh, 
and  found,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  belong-* 
ing  to  the  half-tribe  of  Manafleh,  on  the  other  fide  Jor- 
dan, had  not  come  to_  the  general  affembly  j  they  forth-i 
with  fent  twelve  thoufand  armed  men,  with  orders  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  except  the  virgins* 
Thefe  foon  executed  this  bloody  command,  and  brought 
four  hundred  virgins  captive,  which  were  given  to  29 
many  of  the  remaining  men  of  Benjamin.  There  were 
ftill  two  hundred  unprovided  for,  and  no  more  towns  io 
be  condemned  to  the  fate  of  Jabefli ;  however,  rather 
than  break  their  oath,  the  viftors  bethought  themfelves  of 
a  way  of  evading  it,  by  giving  them  leave  to  take  that  by 
force,  which  they  thought  not  lawful  to  give  of  their 
own  accord.  The  men  took  their  advice,  and  lying  in 
ambufli  among  the  vineyards  of  Shiloh,  when  the  young 
damfels  came  out  with  tabrets  to  dance,  in  fome  folemn 
feaft,  every  man  feized  upon  a  female,  and  carried  her 
off,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  tribes  returned  alfo  every  man  to 
his  habitation  ^  Thefe  fix  hundred  men  foon  reftored 
the  loft  tribe  to  its  former  ftrength,  and  ever  after  it  con- 
tinued attached  to  that  of  Judah,  and  gave  the  fecond 
judge  and  firft  king  to  Ifrael. 
Yr.  of  Fl.  The  firft  flavery  which  the  defeftion  of  the  Ifraelites 
943*  brought  upon  them  was  under  Cufhan-Rifhathaim,  king 
Ante^Chr.  ^f  Mefopotamia,  who  held  them  in  fubjeftion  about 
.  eight  years ;  at  the  end  of  which,  the  warlike  Othniel 

Othniel  the^  found  means  to  raife  an  army  againft  him,  with  which  he 
firfi judge,     gained  a  fignal  viftory,  and  freed  Ifrael  from  the  yoke  of 
that  potent  prince.     His  fuccefs  obtained  them  a  peace, 
which  lafted  forty  years ;  that  is,  till  the  death  of  their 
judge  and  deliverqr «. 
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iSoon  after  it  they  were  enflaved  by  the  Moabites ;  and*  Yr.  of  Fl, 
ftt  the  end  of  eighteen  years,  Ehud,  their  fecond  judge,  of        10*3. 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  being  deputed  to  carry  the  yearly  '^"^®  ^^^^* 
tribute  to  Eglon,  freed  them,  by  the  death  of  that  prince,        ^^^^' 
whom  he  privately  ftabbed  whilft  he  was  delivering  to  Ehud,  fi- 
him  a  pretended  mefFage  from  God.     Having  efcaped  un-  cund  judge. 
difcovered,  he  blew  the  trumpet,  and  raifed  a.  fufficient 
army,  with  which  he  Ihook  off  the  Moabitifh  yoke,  and' 
procured  his  people  another  peace  of  forty  years  ^J. 
,    Shamgar,  their  third  judge,  delivered  them  from  fome   Yr.  of  FI. 
fmall  oppreffion  which  they  fufFered  under  xht  Philiftines.        1044. 
The  text  gives  us  no  farther  particulars  about  him,  than   -^ote  Chr* 
that  he  flew  fix  hundred  of  them  with  an  ox  goad,  or,  as         ^^'*" 
the  Latin  and  Greek  verfions  render  it,  with  a  plough-  Bhamear^ 
ihare '.     How  long  he  judged  Ifrael,  is  not  to  be  deter-  third ju^ige. 
mined :  he  was  fucceeded  by 

The  prophetefs  Deborah,   foon  after  the  fmart  of  a   Yr.  of  FI. 
fourth  fervitude,  worfe  and  longer  than  any  of  the  three       1^63.    - 
former,  had  brought  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  fins  and  in-  ^"^^^  ^*^r- 
gratitude.     After  the  death  of  their  judge,  they  fell  into       '^  ^' 
new  crimes ;  and  God,  to  punifli  them,  raifed  up  a  more   r>eborah  ^ 
powerful  adverfary  againft  them  in  the  perfon  of  Jabin,  fourth    * 
king   of  Canaan,    whofe   ftrength,  befides  a   numerous  judgt. 
army,  and  a  valiant  general,   confifted  in  an  incredible 
number  of  iron  chariots,  whereby  he  held  them  in  fevere 
fubjeftion  twenty  years  \  when  their  cries  and  repentance 
had  obtained  a  promife  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance,  left  they 
ihould  arrogate  to  themfelves  any  fhare  in  the  gidry  of 
their  future  viftory,  two  women  were  chofen  to  be  the 
main  inftruments  of  it,  and  Jael  co/npleted  what  Deborah 
had   concerted.      Barak,    at    the  head    of  ten   thoufand 
men,  difcomfited  Sifera  and  his  numerous  army,  though 
ftrengthened  with  nine   hundred  chariots  of  iron.      A 
vi£lory,  in  confequence  of  which  Ifrael  enjoyed  a  refpite 
of  forty  years  ■. 

The  ungrateful  Ifraelites,  having  forgot  their  fignal  de- 
liverance, were  plagued  with  a  frefh  bondage.  Under 
the  laft,  Deborah  was  allowed  to  judge  Ifrael  in  the  face 
of  the  fun;  but  now  they  were  left  not  only  without 
judge,  but  even  without  habitation,  except  what  they 
were  forced  to  feek  for  among  the  clefts  and  caverns  of 
the  rocks ;  and  if  they  found  time  and  convenience  to 
fow,  their  enemies  poured  in  upon  them,  and  reaped  the 
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fruits  of  their  labour.    While  they   groaned  under  Ai§ 

miferabie  bondage,  God  fent  a  prophet  to  convince  them 

how  juftly  they  fuffered ;  and  he  afterwards  made  choice 

of  a  proper  perfon  to  undertake  their  deliverance.     Gideon 

privately  threfliing  his  corn,  to  favc  it  from  becoming  a  • 

prey  either  to  Midian  or  Amaiek,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 

faluted  him  with  the  title  of  Saviour  of  his  People,  and 

convinced  him,  by  repeated  miracles,  that  Ifrael,  whom 

he  now  looked   upon   as  forfaken  by  God,   ihould  be 

fpeedily  and  miraculoufly  reftored  to  their  freedom  by  his 

Yr.  of  FJ.  means.     Gideon  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  de- 

"^3-       iefted  condition  of  his  nation,  to  think  that  fuch  a  deli- 

verance  could  be  wrought  by  an  arm  of  flefli ;  and,  far 

^'       from  expefting  fupernatural  affiftance,  he  feemed  to  doubt 

'  Gideon.        of  the  truth  of  all  that  the  angel  foretold.     He  neverthe- 

lefs  prepared  a  facrifice,  which  the  heavenly  meflenger  no 

fooner  touched  with  the  end  of  his  ftaff,  than  a  fire  rifing 

.  out  of  the  rock  on  which  it  was  laid,-confumed  the  whole. 

Then  the  .angel  vanilhed  ;  and  Gideon,  in  memory  of  this 

fupernatural  vifit,  erefted  on  the  fpot  an  altar  which  he 

named  Jehovah-Shalom  ^. 

That  very  night,  the  Lord  commanded  him  to  begin 
his  heaven-appointed  ta/k  with  the  deftruftion  of  the 
altar  and  grove  of  Baal,  the  fatal  fource  of  Ifrael's  de- 
feftion  and  punifhment ;  and  to  expiate  their  crime  by 
the  facrifice  of  a  bullock  of  feven  years,  in  the  place 
where  they  had  ferved  that  Midianitilh  deity.  Gideon 
obeyed  with  great  alacrity.  Next  morning,  however, 
the  citizens  furrounding  the  houfe  of  his  father  Joafli,  de* 
manded  that  he  fhould  deliver  up  his  fon  to  be  put  to 
death,  for  his  facrilege  againft  Baal ;  but  the  old  man 
foon  made  them  fenfible  of  their  abfurd  zeal  for  an  im- 
potent deity,  which  could  not  defend  his  altar  and 
honour  againft  his  fon,  who  thus  acquired  the  furname  of 
Jerubbaal,  that  is,  let  Baal  look  to  himjelf. 

Gideon  was  foon  after  aflured,  by  a  repeated  miraclci 
of  gaining,  with  a  handful  of  men,  a  complete  viftory 
over  the  combined  armies  of  the  enemy. '  God,  in  order 
to  convince  the  Ifraelites  of  their  folly  and  ingratitude  in 
depending  upon  their  own  ftrength  and  valour,  com. 
manded  Gideon  to  difband  all  his  foldiers  that  were 
faint-hearted  ;  and  accordingly  twenty-two  thoufand  of 
his  daflardly  troops  were  immediately  difmiffed.  He  was 
again  commanded  to  lead  his  troops  to  the  water-fide, 
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and  there  feparate  thofe  who  kneeled  to  drink,  from  fuch 
as  lapped  the  water  out  of  the  hollow  of  their  hand. 
There  were  found  but  three  hundred  of  the  latter,  and 
God  promifed  him  the  viftory  by  thefe,  ordering  the  reft 
to  be  fent  away.  We  have  already  given  an  account  of 
his  ftratagem  and  fuccefs  againft  the  confederate  army, 
by  which  the  Ifraelites  gained,  jKrith  their  freedom,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  richelt  fpoil ". 

Gideon,  refolving  to  make  the  beft  advantage  of  this 
Tiflory,  fummoned  feveral  tribes  to  purfue  the  enemy, 
and  to  fecure  the  fords  of  Beth-Barah  and  Jordan.  Thofe 
who  had  (hrunk  from  danger,  began  now  to  take  courage, 
when  they  faw  the  enemy  flying,  and  to  purfue  them  one 
way,  whilft  he  himfelf  and  his  three  hundred  men  gave 
chace  to  another  body  of  the  fugitives  who  pafled  the 
river  Jordan.  Gideon  and  his  followers  arriving  at  Suc- 
coth,  found  themfelves  fo  tired  and  faint,  that  he  fent 
to  entreat  fome  refrefhment  out  of  the  city,  that  he  might 
continue  his  purfuit  after  the  princes  of  Midian,  Zeba 
and  Zalmunna ;  but  he  was  refufed  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  fent  him  word,  that  it  would  be  time  enough  for 
him  to  expe£l:  fuch  a  fupply  of  provifion  when  he  had 
made  thofe  two  princes  prifoners.  Gideon  contented 
himfelf  for  the  prefent,  with  threatening  to  punifh  the  in- 
Xolent  Succothites  in  the  fevereft  manner;  and  con-, 
tinued  his  journey  to  Penuel,  where  he  again  fent  the 
faixie  meffage,  and  met  with  the  fame  repulfe.  Hearing  ' 
the  two  printes  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Korkor, 
with  fifteen  thoufand  men,  the  poor  remains  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand,  he  continued  the  purfuit,  fell 
upon  them  by  furprize,  and  fecured  their  perfons,  after 
having  routed  their  army.  Mean  while  the  Ephraimites 
had  overtaken  and  flain  Oreb  and  Zeeb,  two  other  princes 
of  Midian,  and  brought  their  heads  to  Gideon,  as  he  was 
returning  from  Korkor  with  his  two  royal  prifoners  ;  btit 
at  the  fame  time  they  infolently  demanded  why  he  had 
not  fummoned  their  tribe  to  the, war  againft  Midian? 
Gideon  thought  proper  to  temporize,  extolling  their  at- 
chievement,  and  telling  them,  that  the  gleanings  of 
Ephraim's  laurels  vaftly  outweighed  the  vintage  of  his 
own  tribe.  Having  pacified  them  with  this  compliment, 
he  went  to  difcharge  his  refentment  againft  the  cities  of 
Succoth  and  Penuel.  In  his  way  he  met  with  a  youth  of 
Succoth,  who  gave  him  the  names  of  feventy-feven  of  its 

^  See  the  Hiflory  of  Midian,  vol.  i.  p«  369* 
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chief  magiftrates  and  elders,  whom  he  feverely  puniflied 
for  having  treated  him  with  fuch  indignity;  at  the  fame 
time  he  commanded  the  inhabitants  or  Penuel  to  be  put 
to  the  fword,  and  their  tower  to  be  demolifhed.  He  then 
examined  his  two  prifoners,  Zeba  and  Zalmunna,  con- 
cerning fome  men  whom  they  had  flain  at  Mount  Tabor, 
and  finding  they  were  his  own  brethren,  caufed  the 
aflaffins  to' be  put  to  death  on  the  fpot  *. 

The  Ifraelites,  thus  delivered  from  their  cruel  flavery, 
and  loaden  with  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies,  began  to 
think  they  could  not  fhew  their  gratitude  to  their  brave 
deliverer,  nor  fecure  their  retrieved  freedom  more  effec- 
tually, than  by  offering  to  fettle  the  fupreme  authority 
upon  him  and  his  pofterity  \  and  Gideon,  who  had  three-, 
fcore  and  ten  fons  by  feveral  wives,  might  eafily  have 
been  tempted  to  accept  it,  had  he  not  been  fo  lately  con- 
vinced, that  their  greateft  fecurity  chiefly  depended  upon 
their  obedience  to  their  divine  Proteftor:  he  therefore 
advifed  them  not  to  put  their  confidence  in  their  own 
ftrength,  nor  in  their  generals  valour,  but  in  God ;  and 
to  make  fure  of  his  proteftion,  by  a  ftrifter  obedience  to 
his  laws.  But  Gideon  foon  fullied  his  glory,  by  an 
a<^ion  no  ways  anfwerable  to  this  mark  of  piety  and  mo- 
deration. He  demanded,  aa  an  acknowlegement  of  his 
late  fervices,  all  the  golden  ear-rings  they  had  got  from 
their  enemies ;  fo  that  a  garment,  being  fpread  upon  the 
4  ground,  was  prefently  covered  with  thofe  ornaments, 
amounting  to  feventeen  hundred  fhekels,  or  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ounces  of  gold,  befides  coUais,  chains,  and 
other  ornaments  of  the  fame  metal,  and  fome  purple  and 
other  coflly  garments,  of  which  they  had  flripped  the  con-, 
federate  princes.  "With  thefe  the  Jewifh  general  caufed 
an  ephod,  or,  as  mod  interpreters  think,  an  idol,  to  be 
made,  which  he  fet  up  in  his  own  city  Ophrah  ;  and  the 
text  adds,  "  that  it  proved  a  fnare  both  to  him  and  to  his 
houfe,  becaufe  it  became  the  occafion  of  a  new  kind  of 
idolatry  to  the  Ifraelites."  As  for  Gideon,  he  returned  to 
his  own  inheritance,  and  judged  Ifrael  forty  years,  during 
which  none  of  their  enemies  dared  to  invade  their  quiet. 
The  Midianites  had  received  fo  total  an  overthrow,  that 
they  never  made  any  attempt^  againft  Ifrael  from  that 
Vr.  of  Fl.  time.  Gideon  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  buried 
m«-  with  his  anceftors  ;  but  the  Ifraelites,  whom  he  left  in  a 
peaceful  and  flourifhing  condition,  forgetting  both  God 
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and  him  in  a  very  little  time,  adopted  Baalim^  and 
other  new  gods,  and  repaid  Gideon's  fervices  with  the 
blackefl;  ingratitude.  He  had  left,  beiides  his  other  chil- 
dren by  his  wives,  a  natural  fon  by  a  concubine  ^  \  and 
he  it  was  who  fucceeded  his  father  by  the  moft  horrid 
treachery,  even  by  the  deftruftion  of  his  whole  race. 

His  name  was  Abimelech,  a  man  of  a  bafe  and  in-  Ahimeltck'i 
triguing  genius,  full  of  ambition  and  cruelty.  The  firft  ufurpation 
ftep  he  took,  after  his  father's  death,  was  to  go  and  in-  ^^d  cruel^ 
fufe  into  the  Sechemites  fome  ftrange  jealoufies  againft  O'* 
the  fons  of  Gideon.  He  artfully  aiked  them  at  firft,  whe- 
ther they  thought  it  better  for  Ifrael  to  have  'pne  mafter 
or  feventy ;  and  whether  it  were  more  for  the  intereft  of 
the  Sechemites  to  have  their  city,  or  that  of  Ophrah,  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  feat  of  the  fupreme  judge  ?  By  thefe, 
and  fuch  like  infinuations,  he  obtained  from  them  a  fum 
of  feventy  fliekels  of  gold,  out  of  the  treafury  of  Baal* 
Berith,  with  which  he  hired  a  number  of  profligate  men« 
papable  of  the  wickedeft  enterprize,  and  led  them  di- 
reftly  to  Ophrah,  where,  having  furprifed  his  brethren, 
the  feventy  fons  of  Gideon,  he  murdered  them  all,  except 
the  youngeft.  This  unnatural  fratricide,  which  ought  to 
have  been  held  in  abhorrence  by  all,  who  had  the  leaft 
grateful  remembrance  of  Gideon,  brought  all  the  Se- 
chemites, and  thofe  of  Millo,  into  his  intereft.  They 
even  proclaimed  him  king,  in  a  confpicuous  part  of  the 
plain  of  Sechem,  in  hopes  that  all  the  reft  of  the  nation 
would  follow  their  example.        .  ' 

Jotham,  the  only  furviving  fon  of  Gideon,  took  that 
opportunity  to  afcend  Mount  Gerizzim,  which  was  near 
the  place  of  this  tumultuous  aflembly  \  and,  being  within 
hearing,  though  out  of  their  reach,  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing apologue,  to  difluade  them  from  their  rafh  and  ini- 
quitous enterprize  * :  **  The  trees,  once  upon  a  time,  af- 
fembled  to  make  choice  of  a  king :  they  offered  that  dig- 
nity to  the  olive-tree,  which  ,anfwered,  that  it  could  by 
no  mea;ns  diveft  itfelf  of  its  oil  and  fatnefs,  fo  acceptable 
to  God  and  men,  to  reign  over  them :  they  then  invited 
the  fig-tree,  which  alfo  refufed  them,  on  account  of  its 
fweetnefs  :  the  vine  being  applied  to,  preferred  her  juice, 
which  affords  gladnefs  to  gods  and  men,  to  the  empire 
over  them.  At  length,  the  bramble,  being  invited  to  ac- 
cept of  that  dignity,  anfwered,  that,  if  they  really  meant 
to  make  him  king  over  them,  they  fhould  cgme  and  flicl- 

^  Judg.  viii.  ad  fin.  ^  Judg.  ix.  ver.  7,  ad  ai. 
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ttv  themfelvcs  under  its  fliadows;  if  not,  let  fire  come  out 
of  the  bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon." 

Some  interpreters  fuppofe,  that  by  the  olive,  the  fig- 
tree,  and  the  vine,  he  alluded  to  Othniel,  Deborah,  and 
Gideon,  who  were  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
cept of  the  dignity  of  judge,  and  refufed  to  have  it  intailed 
on  their  pofterity  ^ ;  but  whether  it  be  fo  or  not,  it  is 
plain,  from  his  own  application,  that  the  bramble  alluded 
'        to  the  traitor  Abimelech,  who  was  fo  far  from  being 
able  to  proteA  the  Sechemites,  that  he  would  unavoidably 
prove  the  occafion  of  a  bloody  war,  which,  like  a  con- 
fuming  fire,  would  end  in  their  utter  ruin :  **^For,"  added 
he,  "  1  appeal  to  you,  whether  your  choice  of  Abime- 
Icch,  preferably  to  any  of  the  fons  of  Gideon,  your  late 
benefactor  and  deliverer,  be  either  grateful  or  juft  5,  or 
rather,  indeed,  whether  the  murdering  of  all  his  chil- 
dren, for  the  fake  of  the  fon  of  a  Have,  be  not  an  inftance 
of  the  blackeft  cruelty  and  ingratitude  ?     If  you  think  it 
is  not,  I  wifh  you  joy  of  your  new  king,  and  him  of  his 
new  dignity ;  but,  if  it  is,  may  he  prove  a  curfe  to  Se-i 
chem  and  Millo,  and  you  to  him." 

^fter  thi9  bold  expoftulation,  Jotham  fled  to  Beer,  a 

city  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  not  far  from  Jehus,  or  Jerufalem, 

where  he  continued  all  the  time  of  Abimelech's  reign, 

which,  according  to  his  prediftion,  proved  both  thorny 

and  of  (hort  duration ;  for,  befides  his  mortification,  in 

not  being  acknowleged  by  any  of  the,  tribes,  the  text  fays, 

that  God  caufed  a  ipirit  of  jealoufy  to  be  fown  between 

the  Sechemites  and  him,  which  produced  in  them,  a  full 

^      -.  p,    refolution  to  expiate  their  folly  by  his  death.     But  God 

'^iiia.    *  fufFered  him  to  cfcape  for  the  prcfent,   that   he  might 

Ante  dhr.  fhortly  become  the  inftrument  of  a  more  fevere  chaftife-* 

i»36.       ment  againft  them.     Gaal,  informed  of  the  hatred  which 

"*~ they  had  conceived  agaipft  their  new-made  king,  came  to 

^^a''^^^^''  Sechem,  with  a  full  defign  to  blow  it  into  an  open  rup- 
Jb  J'*  i^'  ^m-g  .  ijut  Zebul,  whom  Abimelech  had  entrufted  with 
the  government  of  that  city,  a  fit  fervant  for  fuch  a  maf- 
ter,  failed  not  to  acquaint  him  with  their  aim,  whilft,  in 
outward  appearance,  he  fided  with  Gaal  and  his  party. 
At  length,  after  feveral  bickerings  on  both  fides,  upon 
Abimelech's  entering  the  town,  the  frighted  inhabitants 
retired  into  the  temple  of  Baal^Berith,  as  into  a  fanduary, 
where  they  were  foon  made  fenfible,  to  their  cod,  w^hat 
a  god  they  had  preferred  to  that  of  Ifracl.     Abimelech 

^  N.  de  Lyr.  &  al. 

commanded 
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commanded  a  detachment  to  follow  him  into  the  next 
wood,  where  every  one,  after  his  example,  cut  down  a 
bough  of  a  tree,  and,  having  piled  theni  jound  the  temple, 
and  fet  fire  to  them,  the  confpirators  were  all  fmothered 
to  death,  being  about  a  thoufand  men  and  women.  He 
then  caufed  the  city  and  tower  to  be  rafed  to  the  ground, 
and  to  be  ftrewed  with  fait ;  and  thus  was  the  firft  part  of 
Jotham's  prophecy  fulfilled,  '*  and  the  fire  from  the 
bramble  burnt  up  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.'* 

Abimelech,  flufticd  with  his  fuccefs,  marched  againft 
Thebez,  a  city  of  Judah,  which  had  alfo  taken  up  arms 
againft  him,  and  there  met  with  an  ignominious  death, 
wrhere  he  expefted  a  new  conqueft.  The  citizens,  re- 
pulfed  by  his  viftorious  troops,  retired  into  a  tower, 
where  he  thought  to  have  burnt  them  alive,  when  a  wo- 
man flung  down  a  ftone,  which,  lighting  upon  his  head, 
delivered  her  people  from  his  fury.  Abimelech  finding 
death  approaching,  and  being  more  aihamed  of  the  hand 
that  gave  it,  than  of  his  own  parricides  and  tyranny, 
chofe  rather  to  die  a  fecond  death,  than  to  fall  by  the 
hands  of  a  woman,  and  prevailed  upon  his  fervant  Zebul 
to  difpatch  him  with  his  fword  *.  After  the  ufurpation 
of  Abimelech,  which  latted  three  years,  Ifrael  was  judged 
twenty-three  years",  by 

Tola,  the  fon  of  Puah,  the  fon  of  Dodo,  of  the  tribe  Tola,  ^th 
of  IfTachar.     The  text  mentions  nothing  particularly  of  judge. 
him,  except  that  he  dwelt  at  Shamir,  upon  Mount  Ephra- 
im,  where  he  was  buried. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Jair,  a  wealthy  man,  of  that  part  Yr.of  FI. 
of  the  tribe  of  Manafleh  which  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  .  "3*; 
Jordan,  and  poflefled  a  vaft  territory  in  the  land  of  Gi- 
lead,  in  which  were  thirty  cities,  which  he  gave  to  his 
thirty  fons  ;  whence  they  were  called  Havoth,  or  Hamlets 
of  Jair  °.  He  judged  Ifrael  twenty-two  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  city  of  Camon,  in  the  fame  land.  The  text 
adds,  as  a  mark  of  their  wealth  and  greatnefs,  that  they 
all  rode  upon  afles  coitus  •. 

The  ungrateful  Ifraelites  returiied,  foon  after,  to  their 
idolatry,  and  even  multiplied  the  number  of  their  gods, 
a  relapfe  which  brought  a  fifth  thraldom  upon  them  of 
eighteen  years,  under  the  Philiftines  and  Ammonites. 
Here  they  had  recourfe  again  to  prayer  and  repentance  ; 
b^f:  they  were  bid  to  go  and  cry  to  thofe  deities  they  had 

1  Judg.  ix.  per  tot.  "^  Judg.  x.  i,  ii  •  Numb.  xxii.  41, 
Peut.  iii.  14..  ^  Judg.  v,  lo. 

adopted. 


Ante  Chr« 


I2IO. 


36a; 


The  Hiftoty  of  the  Jews 


yefkM* 


adopted)  for  deliverance.  This  anfwer,  and  the  preffing 
danger  they  were  in  from  the  Ammonites,  who  had  al- 
ready pafled  the  Jordan,  and  were  going  to  fall  upon  Ju^ 
dah  and  Benjamin,  obliged  them  to  put  away  all  their 
ftrange  gods,  and  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  earneft ;  upon 
which  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  a  promife,  that  they 
fliould  be  fpeedily  delivered.  They  aflembled  at  Mizpeh, 
to  flop  the  career  of  the  children  c^.Ammon  5  but  as  God 
had  not  now  nominated  a  judg^r  general,  as  at  other 
times,  they  were  forced  to  fend  an  invitation  to  the  va- 
liant Jephthah  to  accept  of  the  command,  and,  -with  it, 
of  the  place  of  judge  or  general  during  life. 

Jephthah  was, the  fon  of  Giiead,  but  by  a  concubine, 
for  which  reafon  he  had  been  thruft  out  by  his  other  bre-f 
thren,  and  forced  to  retire  into  the  land ,  of  Tob  (N), 
where  he  became  chief  of  outlaws  and  vagabonds,  and 
fignalized  himfelf  more  by  his  valour  than  by  his  honefty  $ 
he  therefore  received  their  meffage  with  fome  miftruft, 

Yr.  of  Fl.    and  did  not  accept  of  their  offered  dignity,  till  it  was  con-^ 
T160.       firmed  to  him  by  an  oath»     As  foon  as  he  had  put  him- 

"^^^o?^^*  felf  at  their  head,  he  fent  an  expoftulatory  meffage  to  the 
Ammonites ;  but  finding  them  more  bent  upon  conqueft 
than  parly,  he  affembled  troops  in  the  land  of  Gilead  and 
Manafleh  ;  and,  having  formed  a  fufficient  army,  march- 
ed direftly  againft  the  enemy.  Before  he  ventured  a 
battle,  however,  he  made  a  raih  vow,  that,,  if  God  would 
blefs  him  with  viftory,  he  would  facrifice  to  him  the  firft 
living  creature  that  fliould  come  out  of  his  hdufe  to  meet 
him  at  his  return:  and  this  inconfiderate  promife  robbed 
him  at  once  of  the  glory  and  pleafure  of  the  enfuing  ac- 
tion. The  Ammonites  were  indeed  totally  defeated,  and 
the  Ifraelites  laden  with  their  fpoil  5  but  Jephthah 's 
daughter,  a  virgin,  and  his  only  child,  proved  the  un-p 
happy  viftim  of  his  rafh  vow.  The  welcome  news  of 
her  father's  fuccefs  had  brought  her  out,  at  the  head  of  a 
company  of  maidens,  to  congratulate  him,  with  timbrels 
and  dances,  and  other  expreffions  of  filial  joy  ;  fo  that 
Ihe  chanced  to  be  the  unhappy  objeft  upon  which  he  cafl: 


ii&S. 


(N)  This  land  is  on  the 
mod  northern  part  of  Mariaf- 
feh*s  lot,  on  the  other  fide 
Jordan.  It  is  called  Tgby, 
and  its  inhabitapts  Tobinians, 
or  Tubinians,  in  the  firfl  and  fe- 
cond  books  of  the  Maccabees, 
^s    for    Jephthah's    brethren 


driving  him  out  of  the  inherit- 
ance, he  could  not  juflly  com- 
plain of  it,  becaufe  it  had  paiT- 
ed  into  a  conftant  law  ever 
fince  Abraham's  time,  and 
was  founded  on  the  command 
which  God  gave  him,  to  caft 
put  th^  fon  oi  the  concubine. 

hi« 
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fcis  eyes,  and  which  he  had  accordingly  vowed  to  deftruc- 
tion.  As  foon  as  he  faw  her,  he  rent  his  cloaths,  and 
4ifclofed  the  fecret  to  her  with  the  moft  pathetic  expref- 
fions  of  grief.  She  heard*  him  with  a  conftancy,  which 
one  would  hardly  have  expedted  in  a  perfon  of  her  tender 
years  ;  and  only  begged  for  a  refpite  of  two  months,  dur- 
ing which  (he  would  retire  witji  fome  of  her  companions 
into  the  mountains,  i(f  bewail  her  virginity.  Her  requeft 
being  granted,  fhe  abfented  herfelf  during  that  fliort 
fpace,  and,  at  the  end  of  it,  returned  to  her  father,  who 
did  to  her  according  tohis  vow*j  that  is,  according  to 
the  generality  of  Jewifh  and  Chriftian  interpreters  %  he 
offered  her  up  for  a  burnt-offering  j  from  which  arofe 
that  cuflom  mentioned  in  the  text,  for  the  daughters  of 
Ifrael  to  go  yearly  to  lament  Jephthah's  daughter  four 
days  in  a  year  "  (O). 

This  dearrbought  viftory  was  like  to  have  proved  fatal 
to  him  from  another  quarter.  He  was  fcarce  returned  to 
his  own  houfe,  when  the  turbulent  Ephraimites  furround^ 
cd  it,  and,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  threatened  to  fet  it 
on  fire,  and  to  burn  him  and  all  he  had,  for  having  dared 
to  engage  the  Ammonites,  without  fummoning  them  to 
^rms.  Jephthah,  being  of  a  rough  difpofition,  upbraided 
them  with  their  bafenefs,  in  not  anfwering  his  fummons, 
and  leaving  him  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  enemy;  a  re^ 
proach  which  flung  them  fo  to  the  quick,  that  they  fcrupled 
not,  in  the  height  of  their  refeatmcnt,  to  call  the  Gi- 

•  Judg.  xi.  per  tot.  *  Jofeph.  Antia.  lib.  v.  cap.  9,    Rab- 

bin, fer.  omn.  Chald.  Paraph.  Jonath.  in  foe.  Juft.  Mart.  Am- 
brof.  deOiF.  lib.  iii.  cap.  11.  Hieron.  contra  Jovinian.  lib.  i.  & 
alib;  Auguft.  Quaeft.  in  Judic.  xlix.  Chryf.  Homil<xiv«  ad  Pop. 
Antioch.  Theodoret  Quaeft.  in  Judic.  xi.  Scrar.  Salian.  Gene- 
brard.  Cajet.  &  al.  mult.  Vide  &  Lud.  Capel.  &  D.  Calmet.  Dif- 
fert.  Devot.  Jeph.  «  Jadic.  xi.  vcr.  ult.  Pagnin.  Arr,  Montan. 
Trcmel,  Munft.   Druf.    Grot.    N.  de  Lyr.  &  al.  in  loc, 

(O)  The  far  greater  part  of  had  fb  often  declared  his  utter 

|he  Jews,  even  Jofephus,  Phi-  abhorrence  againft  all  fuch  a- 

lo,  and  the  Chaldee  paraphrafl,  bominations,  and  rejedted  the 

acknowlege  Jephthath  to  have  Canaanites  upon  that  very  ac- 

been  fuffered  by  God,  by  the  count.   A  great  deal  hath  been 

high-prieil,     and   the    whole  written  to  eflablilh  a  probabir 

people,  to  ofier  the  fruit  of  his  lity,   that  (he  was  not  put  to 

own  body,  an  innocent  young  death,  but  reft rii5ted  to  a  life  of 

virgin,  an  only  child,  the  fole  celibacy;    but,    all    that    has; 

pbje6t  of  his  prefent  comfort  been  alleged  in  fupportof  both 

and  future  hopes,  in  a  burnt-  opinions,  amounts  to  nothing 

pSering  unto  the  Lord,  who  but  conjedture. 

leadites 
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leadites  fpurious  fugitives,  and  mongrels  between  Ephra- 
im  and  Manafleh.  '  A  bloody  fight  enfued,  in  which 
thofe  of  Ephraim  were  difcomfited  with  a  great  lofs  ;  and 
the  Gilcadites,  having  feized  the  fords  of  Jordan,  fufFered 
none  of  thofe,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  flaughter,  to 
live  (P). 

Jephthah  was  fucceeded  by  Ibzan,  whom  the  Jewilh 
r^bbies  will  have  to  be  the  fame  with  Boaz,  who  married 

Ante  Chr.  Ruth  the  Moabitefs  ",  but  without  any  foundation.     This 
"  **       was  their  tenth  judge,  a  native  of  Bethlehem ;  but  whe- 

l^jg^^^  ther  of  the  part  appertaining  to  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  or 
of  that  which  belonged  to  Judah,  is  not  certain  *.     He  is 

,       '  only  recorded  for  his  numerous  pofterity,  namely,  thirty 

fons,  and  as  many  daughters,  whom  he  lived  to  fee  marri- 
ed ;  fo  that  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  fons  and  daugh- 
ters^ and  fons  and  daughters-in-law,  be(ides  grand-chil- 
dren. Such  a  family  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  bleiling  in 
Ifrael.  He  governed  feven  years  "^y  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Elon,  of  the  tribe  of  Zebulun,  who  judged  Ifrael  ten 
years.  He  was  buried  in  Aijalon,  in  his  own  tribe,  and 
the  magiftracy  devolved  to 

Yr*  of  Fl,  Abdon,  the  Ton  of  Hillel,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and 
native  of  Pirathon,  in  the  Mount  of  the  Amalekites  \ 
where  he  was  buried,  after  having  judged  Ifrael  eight 
years.  He  is  recorded  for  his  numerous  iffue,  having 
left  behind  him  forty  fons  and  thirty  grandfons,  who  rode 
on  as  many  affes  colts,  after  the  manner  of  the  great  men 
in  Ifrael. 

.fiSk,  Thefixth  flavery  began  about  the  feventh  month  after 

KH  united,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  dignity  of  judge  to 
that  of  high-prieft  *.  He  was  of  the  family  of  Ithamar, 
the  younger  branch  of  Aaron's  houfe,  to  which  the  high- 

m 

^  Ruth,  iv  8.  k  feq.  Matt.  i.  5.  Vide  Munft.  in  Judg.  xii.  8. 
*  Jofhua  xi^.  15.  y  Jud.  xii.  8,&  feq.  2  Uflier.  Ann.  fub. 
A.  M.  2848,  and  the  Chroaol.  Index  at  the  end  of  our  Bibles,  Year 
before  Chrift,  1256. 
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(P)  In  order  to  deteiS  the 
Ephraimitcs  who  attempted  to 
crofs  the  river,  they  made  them 
pronounce  the  word  (hibboleth, 
which  fignifies  an  ear  of  corn^ 
and  which  thofe  of  that  tribe 
were  known  to  pronounce  fib- 
bolcth ;  fo  that  as  many,  as 
were  caught  by  that  fnare, 
were  immediately  (lain  5   and 


this  unhappy  contention  occa- 
lioned  the  lofs  of  forty-two 
thoufand  Ephraimites.  As  for 
Jephthah,  we  read  no  more  of 
him,  except  that  he  judged 
Ifrael  iix  years,  namely,  that 
part  of  it  which  was  on  the 
other  fide  of  Jordan ;  and  that 
he  was  buried  in  one  pf  the 
cities  of  Gilead, 

prieft- 
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firiefthood  had  been  tranflated  from  the  elder  branch  of 
^leazar.  It  is,  indeed,  furprifing,  that  the  people  (hould 
have  continued  fo  long  free  from  defeftion,  during  the 
livesof  their  lay  judges,  and  fall  into  idolatry  under  the 
government  of  a  high-prieft.  But  Eli  is  particularly  re-  ' 
corded  for  his  indolence  and  remiflhefs,  efpecially  towards  • 
his  two  fons,  whom  he  fufFered  to  run  into  the  greateft 
cxcefles  of*  debauchery  and  irreligion  *.  However,  he 
was  the  only  ruler  the  Ifraelites  had  during  this  long 
thraldom,  and  feems  to  have  been  chofen  by  God  a^  the 
propereft  judge  for  them  at  that  time ;  for,  as  he  was 
known  to  be  incapable  of  undertaking  any  thing  for  their 
deliverance,  he  was  the  fitteft  to  withdraw  their  ufual 
confidence  in  the  arm  of  flelh,  and  to  make  them  look  up 
to  heaven  for  relief.  Accordingly,  when  the  feverity  of 
their  thraldom  had  brought  them  to  a  better  fenfe,  God 
fent  them  a  deliverer  in  Samfon, 

The  miraculous  fon  of  old  age.     His  birth  and  prowefs  Yr.  of  FI. 
had  been  foretold  by  an  angel,  firft  to  his  mother,  then   A-V^ch' 
to  Manoah  his  father,  a  native  of  Zorah,  in  the  tribe  of      ,,-.^ 
San,  with  a  ftri£t  charge  to  the  mother,  that  fhe  fhould  , 

abftain  both  from  wine  and  ftrong  drink,  and  from  all  54ia/*». 
unclean  meats,  during  her  pregnancy,  and  that  no  razor 
ihould  come  on  the  child's  head  all  his  life,  becaufe  he 
was  to  be  a  Nazarite  from  his  birth.  Samfon  foon  exhi-^ 
bited  marks  of  extraordinary  courage  and  ftrength  ;  and 
the  text  fays,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  began  to  move 
him,  at  times,  in  the  camp  of  the  Danites  between  Zo- 
rah and  Eflitaol  *',  the  place  of  his  abode. 

How  be  plagued  the  Philiftines,  during  his  twenty 
years  government,  and  was  at  length  betrayed  into  their 
hands  by  a  treacherous  harlot,  fhorn,  and  bereaved  of  his 
ftrength  and  eyes,  become  the  objedt  of  their  fcom  and 
revenge ;  and  in  what  manner,  after  a  year's  miferable 
fervitude,  he  buried,  with  himfelf,  all  the  Philiftine  no- 
bles, under  the  ruins  of  a  magnificent  ftrudlure,  we  have 
feen  in  the  hiftory  of  that  nation. 

This  extraordinary  flaughter  of  the  Philiftine  nobility, 
might  have  infpired  the  Ifraelites  with  frefh  courage  to 
attempt  the  regaining  their  liberty,  had  not  their  wicked- 
ncfs  proved  an  invincible  obftacle  to  their  fuccefs.  Eli, 
their  judge,  was  alraoft  a  hundred  years  old%  and  hi« 
two  fons,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  who  a£led  under  him, 
took  the  advantage  of  his  extreme  weaknefs  to   commit 

*  I  Sam.  ii.  12,  &  feq.  ^  Jud.  xiii.  pafT.         c  x  Sam.  iv«  15. 

the 
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the  greateft  abominations.  The  Seripture  ftigmatizerf 
them  as  "  fons  of  Belial^  who  knew  not  the  Lord  v  whtf 
committed  fuch  infamous  irregularities,  in  the  fervice  o( 
the  tabernacle,  as  caufed  the  people  to  abhor  the  offering  of 
the  Lord ;  and  even  debauched  the  women  who  affem- 
>  bled  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle."  Eli  was  not  ignorant 
of  their  profligacy  ;  and  yet,  inftead  of  correding,  or* 
even  degrading  them,  he  contented  himfelf  with  giving 
them  a  gentle  reproof,  and  telling  them,  not  that  their 
aftions  were  vile  and  abominable,  but  only  that  they 
were  not  good  •*.  No  wonder  then  if  fuch  an  expoftula- 
tion  made  fo  little  imprefEon  on  thofe  two  profligate 
young  men  (S). 

Such  remiffnefs,  in  a  high-prieft  and  a  judge,  was  fa 
difpleaflng  to  God,  that  he  fent  a  prophet  to  upbraid  him 
with  his  ingratitude,  and  to  affure  him,  that  the  high- 
priefthood  ftiould  be  taken  from  his  houfe,  that  his  two 
fons  (hould  be  cut  off  in  one  day,  and  that  the  furvivors  of 
his  family  ihould  pine  away  in  the  utmoft  poverty  and 
diftrefs.  This  heavy  fentence  was  again  confirmed  by 
God,  to  young  Samuel,  in  a  vifion,  ^nd  by  him  related 
to  Eli. 
Samtul*f  Samuel  was  a^nother  child  of  old  age  and  ref)uted  bar- 
€all»  rennefs,  obtained  by  the  prayers  of  his  mother,  dedicated 

to  God  by  a  folemn  vow,  and  enrolled  in  his  fervice  at 
the  age  of  three  years.  As  he  grew  up  he  was  appointed 
to  minifter  to  Eli,  in  the  holy  funftions,  girded  with  a 
linen  ephod,  and  to  open  and  fhut  the  doors  of  the  taber- 
nacle* One  morning,  before  break  of  day,  as  he  lay  in 
his  bed,  near  Eli's  chamber,  he  heard  himfelf  called,  at 
three  diftind  periods,  and  as  often  ran  to  know  his  maf- 
ter's  pleafure.     Eli,  finding  fomething  extraordinary  in 

d  t  Sam.^ii.  12,  &  feq. 


.  (S)  Were  we  to  follow  the 
fenfe  of  our  own,  and  fome 
other  verfions,  we  (hould  be 
apt  to  attribute  their  incorrigi- 
bility to  what  is  faid  in  the  2  5  th 
verfeof  the  2d  chapter,  "  That 
they  hearkened  not  to  the 
voice  of  their  father,  becaufe 
the  Lord  would  flay  them.'* 
But  we  muft  remind^  our 
readers,  that  the  conjun6lion 
chi,  which  is  rendered  Ucaufty 


doth  often  iignify,  and  ought, 
both  here,  and  in  feveral  0- 
ther  places,  to  have  been  tranf- 
lated  ^joherefore^  or  though  ;  fo 
that  the  fenfe  will  be,  *'  They 
did  not  hearken  to  their  father; 
wherefore  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  flay  them ;  or,  they  heark- 
ened not  — though  the  Lord 
threatened  to  flay  them  for  their 
difobedience," 

that 


to  the  Bahyhnijh  Captivity.  ^6j 

tliat  call,  direfted  young  Samuel  what  anfwer  to  mate  M 
the  divine  voice ;  and  it  was  then  that  God  revealed  to 
him  the  heavy  judgments  he  had  denounced  againft  Eli's 
houfe.  Samuel  was  fearful  of  difclofi rig  the  dreadful  pur- 
port of  the  vifion,  till  ftriftly  charged  and  adjured  to  it  by 
the  high-prieft.  He  afterwards  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as 
a  prophet,  and  was  eftablifhed  as  a  judge  in  Ifrael  in  the 
room  of  Eli « (T). 

The  Ifraelites  being  repulfed  in  an  attempt  againft  th6 
Philiftines,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand  men,  'refolved 
to  bring  the  ark  of  God  into  their  camp,  in  hopes,  at 
leaft,  that  it  would  ftrilce  a  terror  into  their  enemies,  and 
iiifpire  the  people  with  more  than  ordinary  courage ;  but 
the  confequence  of  this  wild  projeft  was,  that  they  loft 
both  the  battle  and  the  ark,  and  the  two  fons  of  Eli,  that 
bare  it,  perifhed.  The  old  prieft,  who  waited  with  im- 
patience to  hear  of  .the  fuccefs  of  the  battle,  had  feated 
himfelf  on  a  bench  in  the  highway  to  Shiloh,  being  under 
the  greateft  concern  for  the  ark  of  God :  as  foon  as  he 
heard  the  news  of  its  being  taken  by  the  enemy,  he  fainted 
away,  and  falling  backward  from  his  feat,  broke  his  neck 
and  died.  His  daughter-in-law,  the  wife  of  Phinehas, 
being  then  near  her  time,  fell  in  labour  upon  hearing  all 
thefe  dreadful  tidings ;    fhe  teftified   the  excefs  of  hef 

®  I  Sam^ii.  iii.  pafT. 

(T)  Samuel  was  of  the  tribe  knew  him  to  be  Samuel,  when 

cfLevi,  of  the  branch  of  Kg-  he  appeared^to  the  witch  of 

hath  ;  but  becaufe  he  cxercif-^  Endor  in  a  prieftly  veil,  though 

ed   feveiVal  prieftly   fun6Hons,  he  calls  his  father  a  plain  Le- 

fuch  as  anointing  of  Saul  and  vite,  where  he  fpeaks   of  his 

David,   offering    up  facrifices  birth ;  but  it  appears  from  the 

even  out  of  the  tabernacle,  his  Chronicles,  that  he  was  of  the 

wearing  a  linen   ephod,  -and  branch  of  Kohath,  the  fecond 

being  named  by  the  Pfalmift  fon  of  Levi ;    and  as  for  his 

with  Mofes  and  Aaron,    the  wearing  an  ephod,  David  did 

prieds  of  the  Lord,  fome  an-  the  fame ;  and  Gideon,  Ma- 

cient  fathers  have  thought  he  noah,    Saul,    Elijah,    and   o- 

was  of  the  race  of  Aaron,  and  thers,  who  were  neither  priefts 

performedthefundionofhigh-  nor   LeviteSj   have    facrificed 

prieft  after  the  death  of  Eli  upon  particular  occafions ';  and 

and   his  two  fons.     Jofephus  fome  prophets,  and  even  their 

feems  to  hint  fomething  like  difciples,  have  anointed  kings 

it,   when  he   fays,    that  Saul  (i). 

(i)  Auguft.  inPf.x<:viii,  cont.  Fauft.  &  alib.  Chryfoft.  Ambn 

ic  al.  Vide  Mendeat:.  in  i  Reg;  ii.  i  Chron.  vi.  2;t*  &  feq.  a  SanSj* 
vi.  14, 

.  grief. 
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grief  by  calling  the  child  ihe  was  delivered  of  Ichabodj  to 
fignify,  that  the  glory  sf  Ifrael  was  departed^  and  expired 
immediately  ^ 

What  befel  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  thofe  that  kept 
it  captive,  and  its  being  fent  back,  we  have  already  feen  «. 
Its  wonderful  and  unexpefted  return  to  Bethfliemefli  oc- 
caiioned  univerfal  joy  in  all  the  people,  who  came  croud- 
ing  from  all  the  adjacent  parts  to  feaft  their  eyes  with  thtf 
fight  of  the  facred  fymbol,  it  being  then  the  time  of  har- 
veft.  In  the  field  where  it  flopped,  was  a  large  ftone^ 
upon  which  the  priefts  and  Levites  offered  up  the  two 
milch  kine  that  brought  it  for  a  burnt-offering.  This  was 
accompanied  with  feveral  others,  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place  facrificed  on  the  fpot,  and  the  ark  and  tref- 
Yr.ofFl.  pafs-offcring  were  depofited  upon  the  fame  ftone.  But 
A*'^rh  their  joy  was  foon  converted  into  mourning  and  lamenta- 
j^j^^  *  tion,  through  the  irreverence  of  the  Bethfhemefhites, 
,  whom  an  imprudent  curiofity  excited  to  look  into  the 
ark  \  for  which  prefumption  fifty  thoufand  and  feventf 
men  were  puniflied  with  immediate  death  (U).  This  ter- 
rible flaughter  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  furvivors,  that 
they  fent  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kirjath-jearim,  a  city  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bethlhemefh,  and  in  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  defiring  that  they  would  fetch  the  ark  away  **.  It 
was  removed  accordingly,  and  jplaced  in  the  houfe  of 
one  Abinadab,  which  flood  on  the  higheft  part  of  the 
city,  where  it  continued  till  David's  time,  that  is,  about 
feventy  years,  and  Abinadab's  fon,  Eleazar,  was  confe- 
crated  to  be  its  keeper. 

i  1  Sam.  iv.  to  the  end.  8  See  the  Hiftory  of  tbePhiliftines, 

vol.  i.  p.  419,  &  feq.  ^  i  Sara.  vi.  per  tot. 

(U)  This  is  what  ours,  and  joy  to  receive  the  ark,  fuppof- 

moft  other  verfions,  make  the  ing  fuch  a  number  could  really 

original  to  fay  :  for  which  rea-  have  all  looked  into  it. 
fon  we   have  not  dared  to  dc-         The  original  is  capable  of  a 

part  from  it ;  though  we  own,  two-fold  fenfe,  befides  this  in 

with  the  learned  Bocharr,  that  our  verfion,  and  both  greatly 

we  can  neither  conceive  how  leffen  that  number.     The  firu 

there  could  be  fuch  a  multi-  implies   fifty  men  of  a  thou- 

tude   of  people  in   a    village  fand,  inflead  of  fifty  thoufand, 

on   the    borders    of    Judaea,  that  is,  in  all,  feventy.     The 

nor '  how    it  could    be    con-  other  makes  it  feventy  of  the 

fiflent   with    the  goodnefs  of  common  people,  and  fifty  of 


God  to  make  fuch  a  flaughter    the  captains. 
of  thofe  men,  who  came  with 


S^mu£}> 


to  the  Bahylonijh  Captivity.  ^6^ 

Samuel,  who  a£ted  by  this  time  both  as  prophet  and.  Samuel's 
Judge,    took  occafion,   from  the  people's  aflembling  in  exhortation 
great  multitudes  before  the  ark,  to  lament  their  not  yet  '°  ^^'  /'** 
recovered  live rty,  toperfuade  them  to  put  away  Aflitaroth,  ^ 
and  the  other  ftrange  deities,  from  among  them,  and  to 
ferve  the  Lord  alone ;  upon  which  condition  only  he  could 
promife  them  a   fpeedy  deliverance   from   the  Philiftinc 
yoke.     The  people  readily  complied  With  his  advice,  and 
afterwards  affembled  at  Mizpeh,  according  to  his  appoint- 
ment, where  they  failed  and  prayed,  and  expreffed   all 
the  tokens  of  fincere  repentance.      I  his  unufual  meeting 
gave  umbrage   to  the  Philiftines,  who  immediately  took 
up  arms,  and  came  againft  them ;    but   Samuel  having 
offered  up  a  fucking  lamb  for   a  burnt  ofFerine>  by  bis 
prayers  obtained  fucha  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning  as 
quite  difcomfited  their  enemies,  whom  the  Ifraelites  pur- 
fued,    with   great   flaughter,    unto   Beth-Car.      In   mcj- 
xnory  of  this  (ignal  vidlory,  Samuel  caufed  a  great  ftonc 
to  be  erjedled  between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  which  he  called 
Eben-Ezer,  or  the  ftone  of  help  ;    and  from  that  time,  to 
Samuel's  death,  the  Philiftines  were   fo    far  from  rhak- 
ing  any  farther  attempt  againfl  Ifrael,  that  they  fuffcred 
them  to  recover  all  the  cities  and  fortrefles   which   had 
been  takep  from  them,  from  Ekron  even  unto  Gath,  and  Yr.  of  Fl. 
the   adjoining  territories  %     At  the  fame  time  the  Ifrael-       i*s*« 
Jtes  were  at  peace  with  the   Amorites,  fo  that   the  land  Ante  Chr. 
enjoyed  profound  repofe  all  the  days  of  Samuel's  govern-       '^^  * 
inent,  whilft  he,  to  make  it  eafier  to  the  people,  left  Ra- 
inah,  his  refidence,  and  the  place  of  his  nativity,  once  a 
year,  to  take  a  circuit  round  Beth-el,  Gilgal,  and  Miz- 
peh, toadminifter  juftice;  then  b^  returned  to  his  own 
city,  where  he  had  built  an  altar  unto  God.  and  whither 
the  people  might  refort  to  .him  at  all  other  times  ^ 

By  that  time  Samuel  had  judged  Ifrael  twenty  years 
with  great  integrity  and  applaufe,  he  had  the  moi;tifica- 
tion  to  hear,  that  his  two  fons,  Joel  and  Abiah,  whom 
he  had,  in  his  later  days,  made  judges  at  Beerflieba,  fuf- 
fered  thernfelves  to  be  bribed  to  pervert  judgment ;  upon 
which  account  he  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  the  elders  of 
Ifrael,  who  defired  that  he  would  appoint  to  them  a  king, 
like  other  nations,  fince  his  fons  were  not  worthy  to  fuc- 
ceed  him  in  his  office.  Samuel  expoftulated  with  them 
in  the  ft rpngeft  terms  ;  upbraided  them  with  their  ingra^ 
^tude,  and  forewarned  them  of  their  danger  \  and,  among 

^  I  Sam.  vi.  &  icqq.  >  Ibid.  vii.  to  the  end. 
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other  difluafives,  laid  before  them  all  the  mifchiefs  and 
grievances  they  were  Hkely  to  fufFer  from  a  king.  In  a 
word,  he  omitted  nothing  that  could  poflibly  divert  them 
from  their  defign,  though  all  to  no  purpofe,  till  God  com- 
manded him  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  and  to  fct  fuch 
a  king  over  them  as  he  fhould  direift.  Samuel  havings 
therefore,  promifed  to  grattfy  their  wilh,  difmiffed  them 
for  the  prefent  *;  and  Saul  was  foon*^ after  appointed  by 
(Jod  to«bc  the  firft  king  of  Ifrael, 

SECT.    IX. 

iThe  Hifiory  of  the  Jews  under  their   monarchical 

Government. 

Yr.  of  Fl.  O  A  U  L,  the  fon  of  Kifli,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  was 
1235.  a  comely  youth,  taller  by  the  head  and  ihoulders  than 

Ante  Chr*  the  common  fize.     He   had  been  fent  with  a   fervant, 
'^^^'      about  the  time  of  this  dcfeftion,  in  queft  of  fome  ftrayed 
Saul  firfl    ^ff^s.     Samuel,  who  knew  him  to  be  the  perfon  appointed 
^king'o/lf"    by  God  to  the  regal  dignity,  and  was  then  going  to  blefs 
raeL  a  facrifice  which  was  held  in  his  city,  took  that  oppor-. 

tunity  to  introduce  him  to  the  feaft,  where  he  fet  him  in 
the  higheft  place,  and  diftinguiflied  him  from  all  the 
other  guefts  by  regaling  him  with  particular  dainties.  He 
detained  him  all  night,  and  on  the  morrow,  accompanied 
him  fome  part  of  the  way.  On  this  occafion,-  having 
cpmmanded  his  fcrvant  to  go  on  before,  he  poured  the 
oil  upon  his  head,  and  falutcd  him  king  of  Ifrael.  Saul 
behaved,  during  this  ceremony,  with  extraordinary  mo^ 
defly,  alleging  the  fmall  importance  of  his  tribe  and  fa-r 
mily,  as  an  argument  of  his  being  unfit  for  fo  high  a  dig- 
nity ;  but  the  prophet  affured  him,  that  he  fhould  find 
himfelf  endowed  with  fuch  a  fuperior  portion  of  God's 
fpirit,  as  would  give  him  a  new  heart,  fo  that  he  would 
ihortly  feel  himfelf  quite  another  man.  He  affured  him, 
that  in  his  way  home  he  would  be  met  by  a.  company  of 
prophet?,  and  that  he  would  then  receive  the  fpirit  of  prot- 
phecy.  This  prediftion  was  literally  fulfilled,  to  the 
.aftonifhment  of  his  acquaintance,  whofe  exclamation  be-r 
came  proverbial,  "  Is  Saul  alfo  among  the  prophets  r'* 
3oon  after  this  tranfaflion^  Samuel  called  all  the  heads  of 
Ifrael  to  Mizpeh,  and  caufed  them  to  prefent  tbemfelve^ 

9  I  Sam.  yiii,  i,  &  fcqcj. 

by 


So  the  Babyhn'ifh  Captmiiy.  ill 

by  their  tribes  before  the  Lord.  As  they  pafled  in  order, 
that  of  Benjamin  was  taken  j  then  were  the  families  of  it 
called,  and  that  of  Matri  was  taken,  and  next  to  that  the 
fon  of  Kifli  *. 

During  thfe  ceremony,  Saul,  who  had  concealed  him- 
felf,  being  brought  forth,  Samuel  prefented  him  to  the 
people,  as  the  perfon  whom  God  had  chofen  to  be  their 
head;  and  immediately  the  air  rang  with  the  people's 
fliouts,  **  Long  live  the  king !"  Here  Samuel,  who,  af 
their  firft  tumultuous  meeting,  had  forewarned  them  of  all 
that  a  king  might  do  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  and 
what  they  had  to  fear  from  him,  now  thought  it  neceflary 
.  to  inftrua:  him,  before  the  aflembly,  in  all  the  duties  of  a 
foverelgn.  Finally,  he  caufed  him  to  be  proclaii^ed  and 
anointed  king  of  Ifrael.  The  new  king  returned  to  his 
faoufe  in  Giheah,  whither  he  was  attended  by  a  number  of 
brave  fubje£ls ;  whilft  another  company  of  loofe  young 
fnen  defpifed  his  youth,  and  refufed  to  acknowlege  him  as 
their  fovereign. 

In  a  little  time,  however,  he  had  an  occafion  to  give 
them  an  earneft  of  his  courage,  and  to  let  them  fee  how 
well  he  could  ufe  his  new  authority.     The  inhabitants  of 
Jabcfh-Gilead    were   ftreightly  befieged  by  the  Ammo- 
nites, and  upon  the  brink  of  lofing  not  only  their  liberty,, 
but  their  right  eyes,  as  a  lafting  reproach  to  the  whole 
fiation,   when,  having  obtained  a  refpite  of  feven  days 
from  the  Ammonitifli  king,  they  fent  an  account  oi  their 
difmal  ftate  to  the   elders  of  Ifrael.     Saul  immediately  SauVsfrfi 
caufed  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  be  hewed  in  pieces,  and  diftri-  ixfioit. 
buted  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  through  all  the  tribes,  with 
this  threatening  meffage,  that  whofoever  refufed  to  follow 
'  him  to  the  relief  of  their  brethren  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  fhould 
fee  his  cattle  deftroyed  in  the  fame  manner-     The  peo- 
ple, alarmed  at  this  declaration,  immediately  repaired  to 
Bezek,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  thoufand,  beiifles 
thirty  thouiand  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.     Saul,  thus  rein- 
forced, fent  the  befieged  ^ord,  that  he  would  come  to 
their  refcue  by  the  next  morning,  and  marched  all  that 
night  without  halting.     As  foon  as  he  approached  the  Yr,  of  Fl. 
enemy,  he  divided  his    army  into  three  bodies,  and  fell       i»5S- 
upon  them  by  break  of  day  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  ^"^^  ^^^* 
forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  fly  with  the  utmoft  preci-      '°^^^ 
pitation.     The  people,  elevated  with  this  fignal  victory, 
advifed  him  to  put  to  death  all  who  had  refufed  to  ac- 

^  I  Sam.  X.  II.  21.  24. 
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knowlege  Saul  for  their  king  5  but  he  generoufly  with- 
ftood  the  propofal,  alleging  that  it  was  not  fit  to  ftain  the 
beginning  of  his  reign  with  the  flaughtcr  of  their  bre- 
thren, after  God  had  wrought  fo  great  a  falvation  in 
Ifrael.  This  moderate  anfwer  pleafed  the  people  ftiU 
more  ^  and  Samuel,  who  had  accompanied  him  to  the 
battle,  invited  the  people  to  Gilgal,  there  to  confirm  the 
jtingdom  unto  Saul  by  univerfal  confent,  fince  he  had 
fliewed  himfelf  fo  worthy  to  reign  ;  he  was  accordingly 
inftalled  with  great  folemnity  ^. 

Samuel  took  this  opportunity  to  juftify  his  adminiftra« 
tion  as  judge ;  becaufe  his  authority,  now  devolved  upon 
Saul,  would  be  no  longer  a  eheck  upon  any  of  them  from 
ic;chibiting  their  complaint,  if  any  fuch  they  had  againft 
him.  He  therefore  challenged  them,  as  he  was  now 
old,  and  ready  to  leave  the  world,  to  accufe  him  openly 
,      before  their  new  king,  if  he  had  committed  any  fraud,  in- 

t'uftice,  or  oppreflion,  that  he  might  now  make  reftitution 
lefore  he  died  5  and  he  had  the  fatisfaSron  of  being 
cleared  and  conimended  by  thq  general  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple. However,  to  convince  them  of  their  ingratitude  in 
demanding  a  king,  he  recapltuUted  all  the  grievous  thralr 
doms  which,  their  idolatry  and  difobedience  had  drawn 
upon  them  fince  their  being  feated  in  that  land ;  an4 
the  many  fignal  deliverances  which  God  had  wrought 
for  them  upon  their  repentance ;  and,  to  add  a  ftill 
greater  weight  to  his  words,  and  afiure  them  how 
highly  God  was  difpleafed  a^  them,  he  reminded  them, 
that  it  was  then  the  time  of  harveft,  when  the  air 
was  generally  ferene,  and  free  frorn  clouds  and  ftormy 
rains ;  but  he  told  them  that  be  would,  by  his  prayers, 
obtain  fuch  an  extraordinary  ftorm  of  thunder  and  rain, 
as  fhould  convince  them  that  God  had  been  highly  pro- 
voked by  their  ungrateful  demand.  He  put  his  threats 
in  execution  accordingly,  and  the  people  were  terrified 
into  a  fenfe  of  their  own  \inworthiners.  They  now 
carneftly  begged  he  would  ufe  his  prayers  to  avert  the  im- 
pending danger,  and  he  readily  complied  with  their  fupr* 
plication.  He  then  aflured  them  that  he  woujd  continue 
|iis  good  offices  to  them  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  that  if  thcv 
and  their  king  would  continue  ftedfaft  in  their  obedience 
to  God,  inftead  of  confiding  in  their  vain  and  deceitful 
jdpls^  every  thing  would  go  well  with  them  j  but  that  if 

k  I  Sam.  xi.  per  tof. 
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lliey  relapfed,  both  he  and  they  muft  cxpedJ:  to  feel  the 
e£Fe£ls  of  the  divine  difpleafure  *^. 

All  thefe  trinfadlions  happened  in  the  firft   year  of 
Saul's   reign ;    in  the   next  he   difmiffed  his   numerous 
army,  and  referved  only  three  thoufand  men,  two  thou- 
fand  of  whom  he  put  into  the  garrifons  of  Michmafh  and 
Beth-el ;  and  the  other  thoufand  he  left  at  Gibeah  of  Ben- 
jamin, under  his    fon   Jonathan.     This   young  prince,  Jonathan 
willing  to  atchieve  fomething  worthy  the  fori  and  fucceflbr  jurprifes 
of  Saul,   went  and  fmote  a  Philiftine  garifon  at  Geba  ;   ^*'  ^^^* 
the  news  of  which  having  alarmed  that  nation,  obliged  M'J/^'*** 
his  father  to  blow  the  trumpet,  and  to  let  Ifrael  know    . 
that  the  Philiftines  were  coming  againft  them  with  a  nu- 
tnerous  hoft.    They  had  indeed  thirty  thoufand  chariots, 
and  fix  thoufand  horfemen,  befides  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  foot,  with   which  they  came   and  encamped     ** 
againft  Michmafh,  eaftward  of  Beth-Aven.     The  fight  of 
fo  vaft  an  army  ft  ruck  an  univerfal  terror  through  all 
Ifrael,  infomuch  that,  forgetting  their  late  vidlory,  and  the 
Valour  which  their  new  king  had  fliewn  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  a  great  part  of  that  disorderly  people  hid  them* 
felve§  in  caves,  dens,  and  othef  lurking  holes  ;  whilft  an- 
other part  fled  to  the  other  fide  of  Jordan  for  fafety,  leav- 
ing their  country  open  to  their  enemies,  and  their  king  to 
make  the  heft  of  the  remains  of  the  people  that  ftood  by 
him  in  the  day  of  trouble.     One  misfortune,  however,    , 
attended  them,  which  may,  in  fome  meafure,  excufe  theif 
defeftion  $  which  was,  that  the  Philiftines  had  taken  care 
to  ftrip  them  of  all  kinds  of  weapons,  and  even  of  the 
inftruments  with  which  they  ufed  to  fliarpen  their  rural 
tools,  left  they  ihould  ufe  them  inftead  of  arms.     They  Vr.  of  Fl. 
Ibad  neither  fmith  nor  forgcj  and  fo  naked  were  they  at      1*55. 
this  time,  that  there  was  neither  fword  nor  fpear  but  Ante  Chr. 
thofe  which  Saul  and  his  fort  ufed  **,  when  he  came  to       ^°93' 
knufter  his  litte  army.     The  king,  however,  continued  "" 

with  them  at  Gilgal,  expefting  Samuel's  coming  accord- 
ing to  his  appointment ;  but  after  he  had  waited  feven 
whole  days,  and  found  that  Samuel  neither  came  nor 
fent,  and  that  his  little  army  was  almoft  dwindled  away 
to  a  fmall  handful,  fearing  left  he  ftiould  be  furprifed  by 
the  enemy,  before  he  had  implored  the  protection  of 
God  in  the  ufual  way  of  facrifices,  he  ventured,  on  the 
feventh  day,  to  offer  up  fome  peace-offerings,  and  a  burnt- 
offering.    He   had  fcarce  made  an  end   of  facrificing, 

•  I  Sam.  xii.  per  tot.  '  1  Sam,  xUi*  i9j  &  feq. 
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when  Samuel  came,  and  blamed  him  highly  for  what  he 
had  .done  (A).     Saul  excufed  himfelf  upon  the  prefling 
Saul  re-       neccffity  he  was  in ;  but  the  prophet  told  him  he  had 
fmved  by    done  a  very  foolifli  aftion  ;  and  that  his  difobedicnce  ta 
SamtUL       God's  command  would  caufe  the  kingdom  to  be  tranf- 
f erred  from  him  to  a  more  worthy  perfon.     As  foon  as 
Samuel  had  departed  from  him,  to  go  to  Gibeon,  Saul 
and  his  fon  followed  him  thither  with  his  little  army, 
confifting  of  only  fix  hundred  men  un^med.     There  they 
beheld,  with  forrow,  the  Philiftines,   who  were  ftill  en- 
camped in  Michmafti,  making  a  three-fold  incurfion  into 
Ifrael,  and  committing  great  depredations  by  feparate  de- 
tachments j  one  towards  Ophrah,  another  at  Beth-Horon, 
and  the  third  in  the  valley  of  Zoboim. 
Jonathan*!      They  were  in  this  difmal  fituatioh,  when  Jonathan  vcn- 
Jratagem     tured,  unknown  to  his  father,  or  to  any  perfon  but  his 
i/uenemv     ^rn^o^r-bearer,  who  accompanied  him,  to  climb  on  his 
hands  and  feet  through  cragged  rocks,  and  fall  upon  one 
of  the  enemy's  out-guards,  where  he  killed  twenty  of 
their  men,  and  put  the  reft    to  flight.     Thefe  fugitives 
running  into  the  camp,  fpread  fuch  a  panic  through  the 
hoft,  tihat  it  was  eafily  perceived  by  Saul ;  who,  finding 
Jonathan  was  miffing,  eafily  guefTed  him  to  be  the  au- 
thor of  their  confufion.     Saul  had  with  him  the  ark  of 
God,  and  Ahiah  the  high-prieft,  the  great-grandfon  of 
y  Eli  y  and  was  going  to  defire  him  to  enquire  of  the  Lord, 

whether  he  Ihould  fall  on  the  enemy,  when  the  noife 
and  tumult  increafed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  affured  him 
they  were  put  to  the  rout.  He  then  bid  Ahiah  hold  his 
hand,  and  with  his  followers  fell  on  the  flying  Philiftines, 
his  army  ftill  increafing,  as  well  from  a  number  of  He- 
fcrew  captives,  who  took  that  opportunity  to  make  their 
efcape,  as  from  a  greater  number  of  thofe,  who,  obfervi 
ing  from  their  lurking-holes  the  fuccefs  of  their  brethren, 
came  and  joined  their  king. 
t>eftais  the  This  viftory  might  have  been  more  complete,  had  not 
F/ii/iJiines,  jgayi  unadvifedly  adjured  his  army  not  to  flop  their  pur- 
fuit  to  take  fome  convenient  refreftiment.  Jonathan, 
.  knowing  of  his  father's  imprecation,  and  being  quice  fpent 
with  that  day^s  toil,  had  refreflied  himfelf  with  a  little  ho- 
ney which  he  found  in  his  way ;  fo  that  when  his  tranf- 
greflicn  came  to  be  difcovered  by  urim,  Saul  would  in- 
fallibly have  condemned  him  to  die,  had  not  the  whole 

(A)  It  IS  not  eafy  to  divine    drew  upon  him  fuch  a  fevere 
what  Saul*s  crime  was,  which    fentcnce  from  the  prophet. 

army 
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l»?my  mterpofed,  and  fworq  that  not  a  hair  of  lih  Wd 

fliould  be  hurt,  in  confideration  of  the  fignal  deliverance 

which  he  had  effe£led.     Saul  returned  home  viftorious, 

and  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  purfuing  his  conqueft, 

not  only  againft  the  Philiftines,  but  atfo  againfl:  the  Am-' 

IBonites,  Moabites,  Edomites,  and   the  kings  of  Zobah 

ftnd  Amalek.     His  general  was  Abner,  the  fon  of  his  ^^Amak' 

uncle  Ner ;  he  had  alfo  two  fons  bc(ides  Jonathan ;  and,  *'^'^' 

next  to  that  of  his  army,  his  care  was  to  have  a  guard 

about  himfelf,  compofed  of  the  moft  valiant  men  he  could 

find  in  his  dominions  ^ 

The  Scripture. gives  us  no  particular  account  of  any  of 
thefe  wars,  that  againft  Amalek  excepted,  of  which  we 
have  fpoken.  in  its  proper  place  ^ ;  neither  is  it  eafy  to 
guefs  at  what  period^  of  Saul's  reign   any  of  them  hap- 
pened.  All  that  we  know  is,  that  he  reigned  forty  years  s  j 
that  he  was  a  valiant  and  fuccefsful  prince,  continually  at 
war  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  ;  and  that  he 
over-awed  ill  his  enemies  round  about ;  fb  that,  had  he 
not  been  unmindful  of  God's  command  with  refpeft  to 
the  king  of  Amalek,  and  the  plunder  of  his  fubje6i:s,  he 
might,  in  all  likelihood,  have  reigned  all  his  life  without 
misfortune.     The  fentence  of  rejeftion,  which  the  pro- 
phet had  pronounced  againft  him,   made  fo  deep  an  im- 
preftion  upon  Saul,  that  he  owned   his  fault,  and  only 
begged  of  Samuel,   for  decency  fake,  that  he  would  ftill 
Ihew  fome  regard  to  him,  and  accompany  him,  whilft  he 
went  and  paid  his  adoration  to- God.     Samuel  complied 
with  his  requeft,  and  foon  after  caufed  the  proud  Ama* 
lekitifh  king  to  be  put  to  death,  whofc  deftroying  fword 
had  bereaved  fo  many  mothers  of  their  children ;  and  re- 
turned to  -Ramah,  the  place  of  his  abode.     From  that 
period  he  neVef  came  more  to  Saul,  but  continued  mourn- 
ing for  him  ^,  till  he  was  reproved  by  God,  and  com- 
manded to*  go  to  Bethlehem,  and  anoint  one  of  the  fon^   DaviJa' 
of  Jeffe  in  the  room  of  the  reigning  prince.  nointed 

Samuel  was  forced  to  colour  his  journey  with  the  pre-  ^''^-?* 
tence  of  offering  up  a  facrifice  there ;    and  accordingly 
took  a  young  heifer  with  him,  both  to  avoid  giving  any 
fufpicion  to  the  jealous  king,  and  to  difperfe  the  fears  of 
the  elders  of  Bethlehem,  who  would  be  alarmed  at  his'  Yr.  of  FI. 
unexpefted  arrival.     As  foon  as  he  came  to  Jeffe's  houfe,    -  !*^rl 
he  called  all  his  fons  to  pafs  before  him  in  order  5    and        ^^5^^ 

e  I  Sara.  xiv.  paff.  f  See  the  Hift.  of  the  Amalekites,  vol.  i. 

p.  386,  5c  feq.  s  A^8  w\%  21.  b  I  Sara.  xx.  palT. 
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when  he  beheld  the  eldeft  of  thetn,  who  was  a  maif  of 
valour,  he  prefently  fuppofed  him  to  be  the  perfon  chofea 
to  be  Saul's  fucceflbr  :  however,  God  rejefted  him,  as  ht 
did  alfo  the  other  fix  in  their  turns.  Samuel  then  aiked 
their  father,  whether  thefe  were  all  the  fons  he  had  ?  who 
infwered,  that  he  had  one  more,  his  youngeft,  a  ftripling, 
who  was  then  employed  in  keeping-  his  Iheep.  He  waa 
direfted  to  fend  for  the  youth ;  and,  as  foon  as  David 
came  in,  Samuel  was  ordered  to  ahoint  him  in  the  pre- 
ience  of  his  brethren  (D).  Then  he  made  a  feaft  to 
JeiTe's  family,  and  to  the  elders  of  the  city^  and  rettimed 
to  Ramah,  while  David  went  back  to  his  flocks. 

Not  long  after  this  event,  the  Lord  having  forfaken 
Saul,  he  began  to  be  tormented  by  an  evil  fpirit,  or  by  a 
deep  melancholy.;  to  difpel  which,  he  was  advifed  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  mufic  of  the  harp,  and  to  engage  as 
his  minflrel,  young  David,  who  by  this  time  had  gained 
the  reputation  of  an  expert  mufician.  He  was  fent  for  ac- 
/  cordingly;   and    the  ruddinefs  of  his  complexion,    and 

comelinefs  of  his  perfon,  joined  with  the  fweetnefs  of  his 
Reliivei      mufic,  won  Saul's  heart  fo  far,  that  he  made  him  his  ar- 
SauPs  mi',   mour-bearer,  and  retained  him  always  near  his  perfon* 
ianchofy.      Whenever,  therefore,  Saul's  diftemper  came  upon  him, 
David  was  ordered  to  divert  him  with  his  mufic,  which 
never  failed  to  give  him  eafe  "*     At  length  the  king's  dif- 
order  being  to  all  appearance  cured,  David  was  permitted 
to  go  home  and  refume  his  former  occupation. 

A  rupture  enfuing  between  the  Ifraelites  and  Philiftine^ 
Saul  took  the  field,  and  encamped  by  the  Valley  of  Elab, 
while  the  enemy  pitched  their  camp  at  Ephes-Dammim, 

n  1  Sam.  xvi.  ult, 

(D)  It  ig  hardly  to  be  fup-  ken  for  a  promifing  warnor.. 

pofed,    that  Samuel  did  then  Jofephus    fays,     that   Samuel 

explain  the  whole  myftery  of  only  whifperc4  the  fecrct  into 

bis  anointing  of  David ;  which  David's  and  his   father's   ear, 

might  have  had  fome  fatal  con-  and  concealed  it  from  the  reft, 

feq^uence,  had  it  come  to  the  And,  indeed,  had  his  brethren 

ears  of  Saul ;  but  as  it  was  ufual  known,  or  even  fufpedted,  that 

to  anoint  men  to  the  office  of  he  had  been  anointed  to  the 

prophet,  as  well  as  to  the  regal  regal  dignity,  it  is  not  credible 

dignity,  it  is  moft  likely^  that  they  would  have  ufed  him  with 

he  left   them  to  fuppofe  the  fuch  roughnefs  and  ill  raanneri 

former ;    as    David    was    not  as  they  did,  when  their  father 

much  above  fifteen  years  of  fent  him    to  them  to  Saul's 

age,  and  too  tender  to  be  ta-  camp. 

between 
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between  Shochoh  and  Azekah,  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.     A 
valley  parted  the  two  armies,  which  had  contented  them- 
felves  with  looking  upon  one  another,  without  ftriking  a 
blow,  during  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  and  nothing  pad 
but  the  repeated  defiance  or  challenge  of  the  gigantic 
Goliath.     But  that,  which  had  chilled  the  hearts  of  all 
the  Ifraelites,  wrought  a'  contrary  effedl  upon  young  Da- 
vid, who  was  juft  arrived  in  the  camp,  fent  thither  by  old  ' 
Jeflc  with  provifions   to  his  three  eldeft  brothers,  who 
Were  then  in  SauFs  army.     Hearing  that  this  champion 
had  defied  the  army  of  Ifrael,  and  that  Saul  had  promifed 
liis  daughter  as  a  reward  to  the  man  that  fhould  flay  him, 
this  young  fhepherd  refolved  to  difcharge  the  exploit  which 
no  other  Ifraelite  had  courage  to  attempt.     At  his  pre- 
fenting  himfelf  to  the  king,  all  that  beheld  him,  judged  Yr.  of  FL 
him  altogether  unequal  to  the  combat ;  neverthelefs,  with-       'i^s* 
out  any  other  weapon  than  a  fling,  and  a  few  pebble-  -^"^^  S}"** 
ftones  in  his  fhepherd's  pouch,  he  fallied  forth  againft        '^  ^* 
*this   giant,    whom   he   flew;    and,    in   a  few   minutes,  Hefeau 
brought  his  head  and  fword,  and  laid  it  at  the  feet  of  Goliath. 
Saul. 

What  efFeft  this  viftofy  had  over  the  amazed  Philiftines,  Jonathan's 
may  be  eafily  conceived  "  :  but  David's  behaviour  wrought  friendjbip 
fo  much  on  the  heart  of  Jonathan,  that  it  gave  birth  to  '^  ^^"^^ 
the   moft  intimate  friendfhip  between   them,   infomuch 
that  the  text  fays,  their  fouls  were  knit  together ;    and 
David  elfewhere  tells  us,  that  it  exceeded  by  far  the  love 
of  women.     But  it  foon  after  made  a  much  diflrerent  im- 
prefiion  upon  Saul,  though  at  firft  he  feemed  charmed 
with  the  youth's  conduft,  and  gave  him  a  confiderable 
poft  in  his  army.     What  infpired  that  prince  with  the  firft 
lentiments  of  jealoufy  againft  him,  was  the  indifcretion 
of  a  company  of  women,  who  came  to  meet  them  at  their 
return  from  the  battle,  with  vocal  and  inftrumental  mu- 
^Cy  and  in  their  fongs  extolled  David  above  him,  faying, 
that  Saul  had  killed  his  thoufands,  but  David  his  ten 
thoufands.     P'rom  that  moment  he  looked  upon  the  fon 
of  Jefle  as  a  dangerous  rival,  and  thought  himfelf  unfafc 
nrhile  the  other  remained  alive.     His  difeafe  now  feem-  Danfidhat'- 
cd  to  be  wholly  turned  into  jealoufy,  and  David  often  edtySauU 
narrowly  efcaped  becoming  the  viftim  of  it ;    for,  even 
on  the  very  day  after  this  exploit,  whilft  David  was  en- 
deavouring to    foothe   his  melancholy  with  mufic,    he 
threw  a  javelin  at  him  with  fuch  force,  that  it  ftuck 

a  See  the  Hid.  of  the  Philiftines,  vol.  1.  p.  ^t^. 
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againft  the  wall.    He  made  a  fecond  attempt,  but  Daviil 
again  efcaped. 

At  length,  Saul  obferving  how  much  David  was  b&« 

loved  by  the  people,  thought  proper  to  temporifey  and 

promoted  him  to  a  higher  office,  in  hopes,  that  being  cx- 

pofed  to  frefh  dangers,  he  might  fall  by  the  hands  of  the 

enemy.    He  promifed  him,  at  the  fame  time,  his  eldeft 

daughter,  as  a  reward  of  his  next  viftory  j  but  David  had 

thie  mortification  to  fee  hei*  given  to  another-    The  next 

fnare  which  Saul  laid  for  him  was,  to  intimate,  that  he 

defigned  in  earned  to  give  him  his  fecond  daughter,  and 

would  accept  of  a  hundred  fore-ikins  of  the  Philiftines, 

inftead  of  a  dowry.     David  embraced  the  terms,    and 

brought  him  double  that  number ;  fo  that  Saul,  having 

no  pretence  left  to  excufe  himfelf  from  his  promife,  gave 

him  Michal  in  marriage,  whofe  fincere  affedlion,  joined 

to  that  of  her  brother  Jonathan,  proved  afterwards  very 

ferviceable  to  him,  by  defeating  their  father's  attempts 

againil  his  life,  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  own.     David, 

in  the  fequel  having  gained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Phi- 

liftifies,  was,  at  his  return  to  court,  in  danger  of  being 

ftuck  to  the  wall  again  with  a  javelin.     In  confequence 

of  this  outrage  he  retired  to  his  own  houfe, .  whithec  Saul 

purfued  him,  caufing  the  houfe  to  be  befet  by  fome  of  his 

lervants,  when  his  faithful  wife  contrived  his  efcape,  by 

conveying  him  privily  out  at  a  window,  in  the  dead  of 

night,  that  he  might  have  time  to  travel  a  confiderable 

way  before  he  was  purfued.    When  her  father's  mca 

came  in  the  morning,  fhe  affured  them,  that  her  hu{ban4 

was  very  ill,  and  confined  to  his  bed,  (hewing  them  at 

the  fame  time  the  figure  of  a  man,  which  ihe  had  con.- 

Ycyed  into  it,  and  covered  up  with  bed-cloaths,  to  pre^ 

I'ent  difcovery.     They  were  foon  fent  back  with  orders  to 

bring  him  alive ;    by  which  means  her  ftratagem  being 

difcovered,  fhe  incurred  the  wrath  of  her  fath/er,  which 

Jhe  with  difficulty  appeafed,  by  pretending  (he  had  beea 

forced  to  promote  her  hufband's  efcape,  in  order  to  favc 

her  own  life. 

David  withdrew  to  Ram  ah,  to  acquaint  Samuel  with 
the  unwelcome  news ;  and  thence  both  went  down  to 
Naioth,  which  was  not  far  from  Ramah,  where  was  ft 
fchool  of  prophets.  It  was  not  Ipng  before  Saul  feat 
meffengers  to  fetch  him,  who  were  no  iopner  com^  withiu 
■fight  of  Samuel  and  the  prophets,  thsm  they  fell  a-psTO- 
pnefying  likewife,  and  fo  returned  without  having  exe- 
cuted theix  orders.    Qje  fent  others  ^  fecopd  v^  ^  third 

time^ 
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ttme^  with  the  (attie  fucccfs,  and  at  length  refolved  to  go 
faimfelf;  and^  when  he  came,  he  prophefied  likewife^ 
caft  off"  his  cloaths,  and  lay  down  uncovered  (E)  the 
whole  day  and  night ;  a  circumftance  which  gave  David 
an  opportunity  to  withdraw  %  and  to  have  a  private  con- 
ference with  Jonathan,  wherein  they  fwore  to  each  other 
a  perpetual  friendfhip.  That  generous  young  prince  ex- 
pofed  himfclf  to  his  father's  fury  for  his  friendfhip  to  Da- 
vid, and  was  repr<Jved  for  it  in  the  hittcreft  terms  ;  nay, 
having  once  ventured  to  plead  for  him,  he  narrowly  ef- 
caped  being  killed  by  the  incenfed  king.  Finding  at 
length,  that  his  friend's  death  was  refolved  on,  he  went 
to  the  ftone  Ezel,  the  place  appointed  for  their  n^eeting ; 
and  there  he  had  an  interview  with  David,  whom  he 
fully  informed  of  the  danger  to  which  he  would  be  ex- 
pofed,  ihould  he  ftay  any  longer  within  the  reach  of  his 
implacable  iFather.  They  therefore  took  a  melancholy  Da^vidflm 
farewel  of  each  other  p  :  and  David  haftened  to  the  land  '*  Ahims^ 
of  Nob,  where  Ahimelech  the  high-prieft  had  his  re-  ^'^^* 
fidence. 

David  was  forced  to  amufe  the  high-prieft  with  a  pre- 
tence  of  being  fent  by  the  king,  upon  fome  private  bufi- 
nefs  of  importance ;  but,  having  obfcrvcd  in  this  place, 
Doeg  an  Edomite,  one  of  Saul's  flicpherds,  by  whom  he 
forefaw  he  fhould  certainly  be  betrayed,  if  he  made  any 
ftay,  he  told  Ahimelech,  that  his  bufinefs  was  urgent^ 
and  begged  that  he  would  give  him  fome  refreftiment  for 
himfelf,  and  the  young  men  that  were  with  him.  Whca 
they  had  refrefhed  themfelves,  David  alked  him,  whether 
he  could  not  furnifh  him  with  fome  fwords  or  fpears ;  and 
was  anfwered,  that  the  place  afforded  no  other  weapon 
but  the  fword  of  Goliath,  which  he  defired  might  be 
brought  to  him  ;  and,  having  girt  it  on,  he  took  his  leave 
of  the  high-prieft,  and  fled  to  Achifli  king  of  Gath.  The 
courtiers  of  that  prince,  in  order  to  excite  his  jealoufy  and 
refentment  againft  the  fon  of  JeiTe,  recited  the  fongs  of 
the  Ifraelitifti  women,  implying  **  that  Saul  had  flain  his 
thoufands,  and  David  his  ten  thoufands."     David,  alarm- 

^  I  Sam.  xix*  paflTim*  f  Ch.  xx.  paflim. 

(E)  The  words  in  the  on-  all  fuch  indecencies,    in  op- 

final  fay,  that  he  lay  naked ;  poiltion  to  the  heathen  priefts, 

ut  it  were  abfurd  to  under-  who  were  not  afliamed  to  ap-  \ 

ftand  it  in  the  literal   fenfe,  pear  naked   at  fome  of  their 

God  having  ilri£tly  forbidden  feafts* 
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cd  for  his  own  life,  refolved  to  convert  their  king'a  !<?-» 
fentment  into  pity  or  contempt,  and  counterfeited  mad-* 
nefs  fo  naturally,  that  Achifh,  believing  him  really  infane^ 
permitted  him  to  retire  unmolefted  to  the  cave  of  Adul- 
lam. 

Mean  while,  Saul,  vexed  to  find  that  David  was  out  of 
his  reach,  ftormed  at  Jonathan,  and  at  his  own  fervants, 
as  if  they  had  all  confpited  with  the  fon  of  Jefle  againft 
him  ;  when  Doeg  the  Edomite  came  and  acquainted  him 
with  what  had  paiTed  at  Nob,  how  Ahimelech  had  fur- 
nifhed  David  with  provifions  and  weapons,  and  had  en- 
quired of  the  Lord  concerning  his  fate.  The  king  was  fo 
exafperated  by  thefe  tidings,  that  he  ordered  the  pontiff 
and  all  his  kindred  to  be  ^  apprehended  and  brought  into 
his  prefence ;  where,  after  having  loaded  them  with  the 
moft  bitter  inveftives,  he  declared  they  fhould  fufFer  im- 
mediate death.  In  vain  Ahimelech  pleaded  his  ignorance 
of  any  difference  or  animofity  between  the  king  and  Da- 
vid. Saul's  anger  was  rather  incenfed  than  appeafed  by 
this  apology,  and  he  commanded  his  attendants  to  cut 
them  all  in  pieces.  This  odious  and  cruel  oflBce  being 
declined  by  all  the  reft,  was  immediately  executed  by 
Doeg.  But  Saul,  not  yet  fatiated  with  vengeance,  order- 
ed a  detachment  to  go  and  put  the  whole  city  of  Nob  to 
thefword,  men,  women,  children,  and  cattle ;  and  this 
ilaughter  was  alfo  executed  fo  effedually,  that  none  but 
Abiathar,  one  of  Ahimelech's  fons,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape.  He  went  immediately  to  David,  who  com- 
forted him  for  the  difafter  of  his  family,  by  taking  him 
into  his  prote£):ion,  and  promifing  to  raife  him  to  the  dig- 
nity of  high-prieft,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  in  his  power. 

Among  thofe  who  followed  David,  were  his  father, 
mother,  brethren,  and  other  relations,  with  the  prophet 
Gad.  Beddes  thefe,  he  was  joined  by  multitudes  of  dif- 
trefled  and  difcontented  perfons,  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred.  But  the  prophet  Gad  having  told  him,  that  it 
was  no  longer  fafe  for  him  to  abide  in  that  place,  he  con- 
veyed his  parents  into  the  land  of  Moab,  and  left  them 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  king  of  that  country,  whilft 
he  himfelf  and  his  men  repaired  to  the  foreft  of  Haretb 
in  the  land  of  Judah.  However,  he  ftayed  not  long  there; 
but,  having  refcued  the  city  of  Keilah  from  the  Philiftines, 
removed  into  the  wildernefs  of  Ziph,  with  his  adherents, 
who  were  by  this  time  increafedto  £ni  hundred.  Whilft 
he  lurked  about  the  rocks  and  caves  of  this  place,  he 
was  privately  vifited  by  Jonathan,    when  their  former 

vows 


to  the  Baiyhnifh  CapfwUy.  381 

vows  of  friendihip  were  repeated.  David  promifed 
upon  oath,  that  if  he  fhould  be  raifed  to  the  throne, 
Jonathan  fhould  maintain  the  next  place  in  dignity ;  or 
if  Jonathan  fhould  not  live  to  fee  that  event,  which  he  was 
hy  this  time  well  afTiired  would  one  day  happen,  that  Da- 
vid fhould  exprefs  the  fame  regard  to  his  children. 

Saul  being  informed  by  thp  Ziphites,  that  David  lay 
concealed  in  their  neighbourhood,  was  fo  tranfported  with 
joy  at  the  news,  that  he  could  not  forbear  blefEng  them^ 
as  the  only  people  that  fhewed  any  concern  for  his  inte- 
refl.  But  David,  apprifcd  of  his  being  difcovered,  re- 
moved to  the  wildernefs  of  Maon,  whither  Saul  foon  pufi. 
fued  him,  and  encamped  over-againft  him,  with  a  defign 
to  furround  him  5  but,  in  the  mean  time, ,  news  were 
brought  him,  that  the  Philiftines  had  made  a  frefh  incur- 
fion  into  the  land,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  go  back  to  put 
a  flop  to  their  progrefs.v  In  memory  of  this  deliverance, 
David  called  the  rock  where  he  then  was,  Sela-Hammah-» 
lekoth,  or  the  rock  of  divifions.  Removing  with  his  little 
army  to  Engedi,  he  concealed  himfelf  among  the  flrong 
holds  of  that  place  ^.  Here  6aul,  who  had  foon  repulfed 
the  Philiftines,  found  him  out  again,  and  came  againft 
him  with  three  thoufand  men ;  but,  whilfl  he  was  in 
fearch  of  him,  an  urgent  occaiion  obliged  him  to  retire 
into  the  cave  where  David  lay  concealed.  David's  fol- 
lowers now  remonflrated  that  this  was  the  time  in  whicli 
God  had  promifed  to  deliver  his  enemy  into  his  hand ; 
and  that  he  had  it  now  in  his  power  to  put  a  total  end, 
with  one  blow,  to  this  unnatural  war,  and  free  himfelf 
and  them  from  all  their  mifery.  He  feemed  to  liflen  to 
their  advice  ;  ftole  foftly  near  Saul ;  cut  oflF  the  fkirt  of  Datnd^t 
his  robe,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  efcaping  alive^  j^s^^^ 
whilfl  he  appeafed  the  reffentment  of  his  men,  with  re- 
prefenting  to  them,  how  heinous  a  crime  it  was  to  flretch 
forth  a  hand  againft  their  lawful  prince,  and  the  Lord's 
anointed '.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  Saul  was  gone  out  of 
the  cave,  he  begged  of  him  to  entertain  no  longer  fuch 
unworthy  fufpicidns  of  him,  fince  he  had  now  given  him 
fo  fignal  a  proof,  how  much  his  heart  abhorred  the  crimes 
for  which  he  was  fo  unjuftly  perfecuted.  This  humble 
and  affedling  fpecch,  reinforced  with  the  infallible  tefli- 
mony  of  the  piece  of  his  robe,  melted  f>aul  into  tears  of 
tendernefs  and  forrow  :  he  acknowleged  his  fon's  fuperior 
virtue  in  fparing  his  life,  and  owned,  that  he  alone  was 

1  I  Saip.  xxiii.  pdifiti)*  '  1  Sain>  xxiv*  5. 
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wolthy  to  fit  on  the  throne  of  Ifraiel)  which,  he  told  him^ 
be  was  now^fttisfied  he  would  foon  afcend.    He,  therer 
lore,  as  a  farther  proof  of  his  genero(;ty,  and  filial  af«- 
feflion,  defired  him  to  fwear,  that  he  ,^ould  not  revenge 
the  father's  injuries  upon  any  of  hi^  children;  but  treat 
them  with  the  fame  tendernefs  afki  companion  be  had* 
flow  mani fefted  for  their  father.     David  readily  gave  him 
that  fati^adiion^     After  mutual  embraces,  Saul  returned 
to  Gibeah,  and  David  ^nd  his  men  retired  to  their  ftroi^ 
hold'. 
Yr.  ofFl.       About  this  time  Samuel  died,  in  the  ninety-fcyentb  or 
l*'rhr   -oinety-cighth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at  Ramaht 
"^    in  his  own  houfe  or  garden.     He  had  judged  Ifrael  for 
-twenty  years  from  £li'd  death,  and  had  lived  about  thirty- 
Samuiri     SiK  »keT  his  anoiming  Saul  to  the  regal  dignity.     As  for 
dioiAt  David,  having,   in  all  probability,  received  intellieence 

d  S»jd'$  reiapfe,  be  romovfcd  farther  froiaa  the  neighbour^ 
Jbkood  of  Engedi,  towards  the  wildeirnefe  oi  Paran,  near  to 
•Maon  or  Carmel,  whidb  was  aUb  in  the  tribe  of  Judah. 
Thfiv^e  he  fent  a^ieflage  tp  a  wealthy  Can;nelite,  called  Na^ 
jbal,  who  wa6  then  making  a  feaftto  his  fheep-ihearer«,  de- 
firing  him  to  fend  him  ai^^ivis  menfomepor^tion  of  his  good 
jchear^  b.iit  4he  man,  being  nfiturally  covetous  and  brutal, 
jdiLfiQpij%d  tbie  mefienger  with  fuch  a  churlifli  anfwer,  as 
would  have  proved  fatal  to  him  dtnd  hx$  family,  had  not 
Jbis  w4fe,  Abigail,  made  hafte  to  carry,  inperfon,  a  fup* 
ply  otf  refreihment,  which  prevented  all  farther  mifcbief, 
^nddharmed. David  with  her  difcro^  .and  modeft  ({ehar 
viour.  Sbe  returRod  to  herhufba^d ;  and  next  day,  when 
Aeop  had  difiipated  the  fumes  of  his  >v;iQe,  acquainted  him 
Mrith  the  danger  which  his  refufal  was  like  to  have  brought 
Upon  him.  Tercified  with  the  apprebenfion  of  David's 
X  '    jrefentment,  he  was  taken  ill  and  died  in  a  few  days ;  a 

^circumftance  which  was  no  fooner  known  to  David  than 
he  took  Abigail  to  wife,  Michal  having,  by  this  time, 
.been  given  by  Saul  to  another  man. 

He  was  forced,  foon  after,  to  retire  to  Maon,  into  the 
defert  of  Ziph,  whither  Saul,  who  had  by  that  time  for- 
got all  that  paAed  at  their  lafl  interview,  took  the  field 
againft  him  with  three  thoufand  chofen  men,  and  gave 
iiim  a  frefh  opportunity  of  evidencing  his  innocence. 
"The  fon  of  Jeffe,  accompanied  by  Abiftiai,  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  entered  Saul's  camp,  where  they  found  all 
Jus  people  faft  afleep  ;  the  king  hirafelf  lay  with  his  fpear 

*  I  Sam.  x;(iv.  j. 
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ft*uck  in  the  ground  by  his  holfter,  and  Abner,  his  general, 
with  the  reft  of  his  officers,  encamped   round  his   tent. 
Abiihai  obferved,  that  Providence  had  brought  his  enemy 
once  more  into  his  hand  as  a  victim  to  the  flaughter,  and 
that,  if  he  miffed  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  transfixing  him 
to  the  ground  with  his  own  fpear,  he  might  in  vain  bewail 
his  folly.     David  ftopped  his  hand ;  and,  contenting  him-  a  fecond 
felf  with  carrying  away  his  fpear,  and  the  pitcher  of  water  inftance  of 
that  lay  under  his  head,  unperceived  by  any  of  Saul's  Da^v'td's 
men,  foon  after  reached  his  own  camp.     Saul,  being  ap-  ^f^yt» 
prifed  of  this  adventure,  came  out,  and,  in  the  mildeffc    '^' 
terms,  acknowleged  himfelf  indebted,  a  "fecond  time,  for 
his    life,  to  his  generous,  though  much-injured  fon-in- 
Jaw.     David  complained  of  his  injuftice  and  cruelty,  with 
Cxpreffions  fo  full  of  duty  and  humility,  reprefenting  to 
him  how  much  beneath  a  king  of  Ifrael  it  was,  to  hunt 
after  a  poor  harmlefs  flea,  or  an  innocent  partridge ;  and 
begged  of  him  to  defift  from  perfecuting  a  man  to  death, 
^howas  not  only  innocent,  but  who  fliewed  fuch  a  ten- 
der regard  for  his  life  when  it  was  in   his  power,   that 
Saul  could  not  refift   fo  ftrong  an  evidence  of  his  fon's 
/fuperior  virtue,  which  he  muft  'have  admired  even  in  an 
enemy.     He  fhewed  the  mdft  lively  marks   of  remorfe; 
acknowleged  his  folly  and  injuftice,  promifed   never  to 
fcek  his  life  any  more,  and  parted  from  him  with  feeming 
tokensof  love  and  friehdfhip.     David,  however,  not  dar- 
ing to  rely  too  far  on  his  fair  promifes,  retired  once 
more  to  Achifh,  king  of  Gath,  defigning  to  abide  with  Retires  t§ 
Jiim   till  Providence   fliould  give  a  better   turn    to   his  Cath. 
affairs.    The  hdfpitable  reception  he  met  with  from  that 
prince  has  been  mentioned  in  another  place ;  but  here, 
though  he  found  fo  generous  a  friend  and  protedlor,  yet 
an  unexpected  misfortune  befel  him,  which  was  like  to 
have  proved  as  fatal  to  him,  as  if  he  had  fallen  into  his 
enemy's  hand  ®.  ' 

He  remained  at  Ziklag,  the  place  allotted  him  by  the 
king  of  Gath,  one  year  and  four  months,  during  which 
Jie  was  joined  by  fome  of  Saul's  kindred,  and  multitudes 
of  valiant  m^n,  and  commanders  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
min, Judah,  and  Gad,  who  ventured  to  pafs  the  Jordan 
to  come  to  him,  even  at  fhe  time  when  it  overflowed  its 
banks,  befides  fome  of  the  tribe  of  Manaffeh.  "With 
thefe  he  ufed  to  make  incurfions  into  the  countries  of  th-^ 
CJcflii[jritcS|     Gerizites,     and  Amalekites,   without    th^ 
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knowlege  of  the  king,  to  whom  h^  pretended  thefe  ezpe^ 
dttions  were  undertaken  againft  Judah.  Achiih,  in  diis 
perfuafion,  repofed  fuch  confidence  in  his  attachment, 
that  he  intended  to  ufe  him  and  his  forces  in  a  war  againft 
Saul. 

We  have  already  feen,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Amalekites, 
how  thefe  people,  in  the  abfence  of  David,  iacked  the 
city  of  Ziklag,  and  carried  ofF  all  the  women,  children, 
and  cattle  ;  how  David,  being  difimifled  from  the  camp  of 
the  Fhiiiftines,  in  confequence  of  the  jealoufy  of  that  na-> 
tion,  and  finding  his  city  taken  and  plundered,  was  in 
danger  of  being  ftoned  by  his  own  people ;  how,  having 
confulted  the  Lord  by  means  of  Abiathar,  ^and  received  a 
favourable  refponfe,  he  purfued,  overtook,  and  defeated 
the  Amalekites,  and  retrieved  all  the  booty  they  had  car« 
ried  away  from  Ziklag. 

After  this  fignal  deliverance,  David's  affairs  began  to 
take  a  better  turn ;  and  the  death  of  Saul,  which  hap- 
pened immediately  after,  not  only  freed  him  from  an  in- 
veterate enemy,  but  opened  a  fair  and  eafy  way  to  the 
crown.  Saul  being  abandoned  by  a  great  number  of  his 
fubjefbs,  who  had  revolted  to  David,  and  feeing  himfelf 
on  the  eve  of  being  attacked  by  a  formidable  enemy,  which 
in  all  probability  his  rival  would  reinforce,  began  to  feel 
the  horrors  of  defpair :  he  had  killed  all  the  priefts  except 
Abiathar,  who  was  alfo  fled  to  David,  fo  that  he  could 
not  confult  the  Lord  by  urim ;  Samuel  was  dead,  and 
not  a  prophet  left  to  advife  him.  In  this  emergency  he 
would  gladly  have  fought  for  counfel  from  witches  and 
wizzards,  but  he  had  long  ago  banifhed  them  all  out  of 
his  dominions.  At  length,  by  dint  of  much  enquiring, 
he  learned  there  was  a  woman  at  Endor  who  had  a  fat 
miliar  fpirit.  To  her  he  went  difguifed  in  the  night,  and 
having  promifed  fecrecy,  prevailed  upon  her  to  raife  up 
Samuel.  Seeing  the  prophet  appear  (lie  fiirieked  with 
affright,  knowing  the  pcrfon,  who  had  employed  her, 
could  he  no  other  than  the  king  himfelf.  When  fhe  com-f 
plained  (lie  had  been  irripofed  upon,  Saul  defired  fhe 
would  proceed,  aiTuring  her  fhe  fhould  ^e  fafe,  and  afked 
what  fhe  had  feen  :  fhe  anfwered,  "  an  old  man  covered 
with  a  mantle,"  whom  Saul  underflood  to  be  Samuel, 
and  to  whom  he  bowed  himfelf  to  the  ground.  The  ap- 
parition afking  why  he  had  diflurbed  and  called  him  up, 
Saul  owned,  that  the  diflrefs  he  was  in  from  the  Philifr 
tine  army,  and  his  being  deflitute  of  counfel  from  God, 
bad  obliged  him  to  havje  recourfe  to  this  expedient  to  ob- 
tain 
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tdhi  fais  advice,  that  he  might  know  ^hat  courfe  he  fhould 
take  under  thofe  difficulties.     Samuel   replied,    "  Why 
doft  thou   aik  my  advice,  feeing  thy  difobedience  hath 
alienated  God  from  thee,  and  that  thy  kingdom  is  given 
to  David  ?  And  now  the  Lord  is  going  to  give  up  the 
Ifraelites  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  thou  and 
thy  fons  fliall  be  with  me  to-morrow  (P)'\     At  thefe  laft 
words  the  afflifted  king,  who  had  eat  nothing  all  that 
day,  fainted  away,  and  falling  flat  on  the  ground,  remain- 
ed fpeechlefs  for  fome  time.     His  men,  at  length,  came 
and  raifed  him  up,  and  the  old  woman  befought  him,  in 
the  humbleft  terms,  to  take  fome  fuftenance  before   he 
went  away  5  he  complied  with  her  importunity,  and  re-  Yr.  of  FI. 
freihed  himfelf,  then  departing,  reached  the  army  before      1293. 
break  of  day'.     A  dreadful  battle  foon  enfued,  and  the  AjiteCbr, 
Ifraelites  were  totally  defeated.     Saul  feeing  his  army       ^^^^* 
routed,  and  apprehenfive   of  being  taken  alive,  and  ill  'saidTdih 
lifed  by  his  enemies  (  Q^),  fell  upon  his  own  fword,  and  fgat  and 
put  pn  end  to  his  unfortunate  life.     The  vidorious  Phi-  </mM» 

f  I  Sam.  xxviii.  pafll 

(P)  There  is  hardly  a  paf-  of  Ecclefiafticas,  it  is  expreflly 
fage  in  the  Old  Teftament  that  faid,  that  Samuel,  **  after  his 
has  been  more  canvaffed,  by  death,  prophefied,  and  fliewed 
authors  of  all  ages,  than  this  ^  the  king  his  end." 
we  are  upon ;  and,  when  a  (  QJ  Notwithllanding  what 
inan  has  read  them  all,  he  will  has  been  faid  in  our  hiftory  of 
be  forced  to  own,  that  there  the  Philifttnes,  of  Saul's  re- 
are  difficulties  in  whatever  fenfe  ceiving  fevefal  wounds  before 
lie  takes  the  hiftory  of  this  ap-  he  fell  upon,  his  fword,  we  beg 
parition.  Some  fuppofe  the  leave  to  obferve  here,  that 
whole  to  have  been  the  delu-  in  this  place,  and  in  the  Chro- 
£on  of  a  juggler;  others  think  nicies,  where  the  account  of 
the  apparition  was  a  familiar  Saul's  death  is  repeated,  the 
ipirit  under  the  command  of  root  of  the  verb  is  cbul,  which 
tlie  forcerefs  :  but  the  greater  lignifies  to  he  in  dread^  inpangs^ 
number  of  critics  infifl  upon  its  and  alludes  to  the  travail  of  a 
having  been  the  very  foul  of  Sa-  woman,  &c.  and  not  challal, 
itiuel;  a  fuppoiition  thatevi-  to  wound.  So  that  it  doth  not 
dently  clafhes  with  the  alfertion  appear  that  he  was  at  all 
of  certain  learned  writers,  who  wounded,  but  only  in  the  ex- 
affirm,  that  the  Ifraelites  had  treroity  of  fear,  when  he  faw 
no  idea  of  a  future  flate.  It  himfelf  fo  thick  befec  with 
muft  be  obferved,  however,  enemies  that  there  was  no  way 
that  in  the  forty -iixtk  chapter  to  efcape  (i).       . 

(1)  Vide  Chald.  Paraph.  Munft.  &  al.  in  loc. 
Vol.  n.  C  c  liftincr 
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liftines  could  not  forbear  wreaking  their  refentmcnt  on  hb 
dead  body,  andthofe-of  his  fons,  which  they  mangled 
fend  expofed  upon  the  walls  of  Beth-Shan.  But  the 
grateful  Jabefhites,  remembering  how  Saul  had  faved 
them  formerly,  from  lofing  their  eyes  and  liberty,  fent 
fome  of  their  braveft  men,  who  brought  ofF  the  bodies, 
which  were  honourably  interred,  and  a  fall  of  feven  days 
was  kept  in  memory  of  their  death. 

David  had  been  returned  from  the  flaughter  of  the 
plunderers  of  Ziklag  about  two  br  three  days,  when  he 
received  the  news  of  Saul's  and  Jonathan's  death,  by  an 
Amalekite,  who  alfo  brought  him  the  king's  crown  and 
bracelets^  How  glad  foever  David  might  be  to  hear  of 
his  enemy's  death,  yet  that  of  his  beloved  Jonathan  touch- 
ed him  to  the  heart :  and  the  great  defeat  of  the  Ifraelites, 
caufed  a  general  mourning  and  fading  in  his  whole 
army.  As  for  the  meffenger,  he,  who  pretended  to  have 
given  Saul  his  laft  wound  at  his  own  defire,  he  was 
puniflied  with  immediate  death,  for  having  lifted  up  his 
hand  againft  the  Lord's  anointed*. 

David  having  mourned  for  Saul,  confulted  the  Lord 
which  way  he  fhould  fteer  his  courfe  next ;  and  was  com- 
manded to  remove  to  Hebron,  where  he  was  again  anoint- 
ed king  of  Judah  by  that  tribe,  who  came  to  him  in  mul- 
titudes, whilft  Abner,  Saul's  general,  proclaimed  that 
king's  fon,  Mhbofheth,  who  was  then  forty  years  old, 
king  of  Ifrael,  atMahanaim.  Thus  was  the  kingdom  di- 
vided between  two  fovereigns,  each  enjoying^  his  own 
{hare  quietly,  Mdthout  molefting  the  other,  during  the 
fpace  of  two  years  5  the  tribe  of  Judah  cleaving  to  David, 
and  the  reft,  generally,  adhering  to  lihboftieth.  The  firft 
popular  ftep  which  David  took,  was  to  fend  a  meffage  of 
thanks  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jabefh-Gilead,  for  the  regard 
they  had  paid  to  the  bodies  of  the  dcceafed  king  and  his 
fons.  Then  he  married  Maacah,  the  daughter  of  Talmai 
king  of  Gefliur,  by  whom  he  had  Abfalom  and  Tamar. 
At  the  end  of  two  years,  Abner,  having  repafled  the  Jor- 
dan with  his  army,  encamped  on  one  fide  of  the  pool  of 
Gibeon ;  and  Joab,  the  fon  of  Zeruiah,  David's  general, 
took  poft  over-againft  him,  on  the  other. 

Hitherto  no  hoftilities  hadpaifed,  nor  had  any  war  been 
declsbred  between  the  two  monarchs,  fo  that  their  fub- 
je^s  on  both  fides  being  Ifraelites,  there  was  a  necefBty 
of  making  foine  kind  of  hoftile  overture  which  might 
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Wing  on  an  engagement;  the  two  generalsj  thefefore^ 
bethought  themfelves  of  the  following  ftrange  expedient : 
they  agreed  to  fend  twelve  men  out  of  each  an:ny>  to 
meet  in  a  proper  place  between  them,  under  pretence  oi 
performing  fome  warlike  exercife  ;    but   they  were  no 
fooner  come  within  reach  of  one  another,  than  each  man 
took  his  antagonift  by  the  head,  and  ftieathed  his  fword 
in  his  body,  fo  that  they  were  all  killed  upon  the  fpot.    In 
linemory  of  this  bloody  teat  the  place  was  called  Helcath- 
Hazzurim,  the  field  of  Jlrong  men.     A  dreadful  battle  im- 
mediately enfued,   in  which  Abner's    army  was   totally 
routed,  and  he  himfelf  iForced  to  fly  for  his  life.    The  pur-   Defeated 
iuit  lafted  till  fun-fet,  a's  far  as  the  hill  of  Ammah,  within   hy  Da*vi(Ct 
iighUof  Giah,  along  the  wildernefs  of  Gibeon.     Here  the  g^^^^^^* 
Benjaminites  rallied  under  Abner,  and  pofting  themfelves 
oh  the  rifing  of  the  hill,  refolved  to  make  a  ftout  defence ; 
but  their  general,  who  was  weary  with  fighting,  called 
to  Joab,  and  defired  hini  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  flaughter  of 
his  brethren,  whofe  deftruftion  could  not  but  caufe  bitter- 
nefsinthfe  end*     joab,  accordingly^  caufed  the  trumpet 
-to  found  a  retreat;  after  which  Abner  and  his  men  took 
the  way  of  Mahanaim,   and  Joab  returned   to  Hebron. 
^here  were  but  nineteen  men  killed  on  David's  fide,  but 
Benjamin  loft  three  hundred  and  fixty.     From  that  time 
David  grew  daily  ftf  onger,  and  Ifhbofheth  became  weaker ; 
.but  the  war  between  thofe  two  princes  did  not  end  till  the 
death  of  the  latter,  which  happened  foon  after  this  event. 
In  the  mean  time  Abner,  having  entered  into  a  crimi- 
nal intercourfe  with  one  of  Saul's  concubines,  named  Riz- 
pah,  was  reprimanded  for  it  by  Ifhbofheth,  and  refented  the 
rebuke  fo  highly,  that  he  fwore  he  would,  from  that  mi- 
nute, become   a  friend  to  David;   he  accordingly  fent 
mefTengers  privately  to  him  to  concert  a  revolt,  and  fooft 
found  the  following  pretence  forgoing  to  him  unfufpefted. 
David  demanded  of  Ifhbofheth  his  wife  Michal,  whom   JMoJheth 
Saul,   during  his  exile,   had  married  to  another;    and  ^M*'^h 
Abner,  having  obtained  an  order  to  convey  her  fafe  to  her       *''""    , 
,firft  hufband,  went,  accompanied  with  twenty  men,  and 
prefcnted  her  to  David,  by  whom  he  was  gracioufly  re- 
ceived.    In  his  return  home,  joab  fent  for  him  back  to 
Hebron,  under  fome  friendly  pretence,  and  killed  him  as 
foon  as  he  was  come  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  under  colour 
of  revenging    the  death  of  his  brother  Afahel,  whom 
Abner  had  lately  flain.  David  being  informed  of  this  afTaf- 
finatioh,  proteftcd  his  own  innocence,  and  vented  his  re^ 
•  fentment  in  imprecations  againft  the  perpetrator ;  then  he 
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caufed  Abner  to  be .  decently  buried,   and  attended  tirS 
corpfe  to  the  grave  with  all  toe  marks  of  forrow  and  re-  ' 
fpea  •. 

The  death  of  Abner  haftened  the  fate  of  Ifliboihetb^ 
the  chief  /upport  of  whofe  throne  was  now  taken  away. 
Baanah  andRechab,  two  of  his  captains,  confpiring  againft 
his  life,  aflailinated  him  as  he  lay  aileep  in  his  cnamber, 
and  carrying  his  bead  to  Hebron,  prefented  it  to  David^ 
from  whom  they  expefted  fome  very  confiderable  recom- 
pence.  But  the  king  of  Judah,' abhorring  their  treachery, 
ordered  them  to  be  put  to  death ;  their  hands  and  feet 
were  hung  up  over  the  pool  of  Hebron  ;  and  the  head  of 
Iflibofheth  was  buried  in  the  fepulcbrc  of  Abner. 

David  by  this  time  had  reigned  over  Judah  in  Hebron 
about  feyen  years  and  a  half.  When  the  reft  of  the  tribcf 
heard  of  Iflibofheth's  death,  they  aflembled,  and  came  to 
anoint  him  king  over  all  Ifrael.  Thefe  are  faid  to  have 
amounted  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  qien,  and  upwards,  all  ready  armed,  and  ex- 
pert warriors,  out  of  all  the  twelve  tribes,  except  part  of 
that  of  Benjamin,  which  ftill  adhered  to  the  houfe  of 
Saul.  David  received  them  with  joy,  and  feafted  them  at 
Hebron  during  three  days ;  not  only  his  own  and  the 
lieighbouring  tribes,  but  evei^fome  of  the  more  diftant, 
pouring  in  plenty  of  provifions  upon  this  occafion. 

Nea^t  year,  David  wetit  and  befieged  Jerufalem,  a  place 
of  fuch  urength,  that  it  had  hitherto  withftood  the  united 
force  of  Judah  and  Simeon.  Here  Joab  dlfplayed  fo 
much  bravery  and  condufb,  that  he  was  made  general  in 
chief  of  Ifrael ':  he  defeated  the  Jebufites,  and  carried  by 
aflault  the  fortrefs  of  Sion,  or  Zion,  which  David  made 
his  refidence  from  that  time.  He  enlarged  and  fortified 
it  from  Millo  round  about,  and  called  it  the  city  of  Da- 
vid, whilft  Joab  rebuilt  the  reft  of  the  city,  furrounded 
it  with  a  ftrong  wall ;  and  from  that  time  it  became  the 
metropolis  of  Judaea  ". 

David's  fuccefs  fo  alarmed  the  Philiftines,  that  they 
refolved  to  crufli  him  at  once  ;  with  this  view  they  came 
Suddenly  upon  him,  took  Bethlehem,  and  put  a  garrifoh 
into  it,  before  he  could  make  any  refiftance,  whilft  he 
was  forced  to  retire  to  the  cave  of  Adullam  for  prefent 
fafety.  Jt  was  here,  that,  having  exprefied  a  longing  de* 
fire  for  fome  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  three 
of  his  chiefs  ventured  through  the  enemies  hoft,  which 

'  2  Sam.  ill.  per  tot.  t  %  Sam.  v.  8.    i  Chron.  xi«  ^ 
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WAS  encamped  along  the  valley  of  Rephaim,  and  fetched 
him  fomc  water  from  thence.  Soon  after  this  incident, 
having  received  a  favourable  anfwer  from  God,  he  fell 
upon>  and  fo  effeftually  difcomfited  the  Philiftines  at  two 
different  onfets,  that  they  were  never  more  able  to  make 
head  againft  him,  or  any  of  his  fucceflbrs' ".  David  find- 
ing himfelf  thus  ftrengihened,  his  army  numerous  and 
well  difciplined,  under  the  condudJ:  of  more  than  thirty 
warriors,  who  had  all  fignalized  themfelves  by  extraordi- 
nary exploits,  and  his  enemies  fo  tljoroughly  weakened ; 
made  a  firm  alliance  with  Hiram  king  of  Tyre,  by  whom 
he  was  furniflied  with  cedars  and  other  woods,  and  with 
expert  workmen  to  build  him  a  palace  in  his  own  city^ 
He  likewife  increafed  the  number  of  his  wives  and  con- 
cubines, by  whom  he  had  many  children  at  Jerufalem, 
befides  thofe  that  were  bom  to  him  in  Hebron. 

Such  a  feries  of  fuccefles,  and  the  univerfal  peace  which  Htsgrail' 
then  reigned  through  the  whole  kingdom,  infpired  him  tudetoGod^ 
with  the  defire  of  making  his  city  the  centre  of  God's 
worfhip,  by  tranfporting  thither  the  facred  ark,  which  had 
continued  almoft  fifty  years  at  Kirjath»-Jearim,  and  plac- 
ing it  in  one  of  the  beft  apartments  in  his  new  palace. 
He  confulted  the  elders  and  chiefs  of  Ifrael,  and  being 
anfwered  with  the  univerfal  approbation  of  the  aflembly, 
difpatched  meffengers  through  the  whole  kingdom,  to  in- 
vite all  the  priefts  and  Levites,  and  as  many  of  the  people,^ 
as  were  fo  difpofed,  to  come  to  the  folemnity.    The  ark 
•was  accordingly  fet  upon  a  new  cart,   in  order  to  be 
})rought  from  Abinadab's  houfe   to  Jerufalem,   accom*- 
panied  by  David  and,  his  court,  by  multitudes  of  priefts 
and  Levites,  who  fung  and  played  upoq  various  mftru- 
ments,  and  by  a  numerous  concourfe  of  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.    But  their  joy  was  fufpended  by 
an  accident,  which  filled  the  king  and  afiembly  with  fear 
and  aftonifhment.     The  ark  was  come  to  Nachon's  threfhi- 
ing-floor,  when  the  oxen  that  drew  it,  ftarting  at  fome- 
thihg,  had  like  to  have  overturned  the  carriage.     In  order 
to  prevent  this  accident,  Uzzah,  one  of  Abinadab's  fons, 
who  drove  it,  clapped  his  hand  upon  the  ark  in  a  furprize, 
and   was  for  his  prefumption   fmitten  with  immediate 
death.     David  could  not  forbear  expreffing  a  more  than 
ordinary    grief  at  this    feverity,    and    refolved   to   have 
the  ark  depofited  in  the  houfe  of  Obed-Edom,  the   foil 
of  Jeduthun  *,  where  it  continued  about  three  months* 
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Finding  tliat  God  had  blefled  that  Lcvite  in  an  extraor- 
dinary manner,  ever  fince  the  ark  had  been  under  his 
roof;  and  being  defirous  to  procure  forhimfelf  a  fhare  of 
thofe  divine  bleffings,  he  caufed  it  to  be  brought  to  his. 
own  houfe.  However,  he  took  care  to  have  it  performed 
in  a  more  regular  manner,  by  preparing  a  fumptuous  ta- 
bernacle for  it(X)*,  and  caufing  the  priefts  to  bear  it  ac- 
cording to  God's  command,  offering  facrifices  at  every 

W^ZfaL  fix  paces.  He  himfelf  put  on  a  linen  ephod,  ^nd  danced 
before  it  to  the  found  of  inftruments  ;  infomuch  that 
Michal,  who  faw  the  proceflion  through  a  window,  could 
not  forbear  defpifing  and  reflisfling  upon  him,  for  adling, 
as  flie  thought,  a  part  fo  far  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  king 
of  Ifrael.  As  foon  as  the  ark  was  depofited  in  the  taber- 
nacle, he  offered  a  large  quantity  of  burnt  and  peace-of- 
ferings ;  and  having  feafted  the  great  concourfe  of  people 
who  had  come  from  all  parts  to  the  city,  difmlffed  them 
to  their  own  homes  ^  (Y).  * 

fieivf  He  fent  afterwards  for  the  prophet  Nathan,  to  confult 

with  him  about  building  a  (lately  temple  to  the  Lord  | 
and  that  feer  at  firft  highly  applauded  his  pious  defign  i 
but  God,  who  appeared  to  him  that  night,  direded  him 
to  tell  the  king,  that,  though  his  intentions  were  highly 
acceptable  t6  him,'  yet,  forafmuch  as  he  had  fo  often  dc^ 
£led  his  hands  witli  blood,  he  did  not  think  him  a  proper 
perfon  for  fuch  a  work,  but  that  he  would  raifc  him  up  a 
fon  and  fucceffor,  who  fhould  be  bleffed  with  wifdom,  a& 
fluence,  profperity,  and  pfeace,  and  build  a  temple  to  the 
Lord.  David  proftrftted  himfelf  before  the  Lord,  and, 
in  the  humbleft  terms,  acknowleged  his  extrdhie  iinwor« 
thinefs  of  all  thefe  promifbd  mercies.  From  thencefor^ 
ward  he  began  to  make  preparations  for  that  fumptuous 
))Viilding,  and  laid  up  for  it  immenfe  c^uautities  of  goldi 

7  2  Sam*  vi*  per  tot. 


(X)  It  may  be  wondered, 
^hat  David  chofc  to  ere^l  a  new 
tabernacle  for  the  ark,  inftead 
of  fending  for  that  which  Mp- 
fes  had  caufed  to  be  made  in 
the  wildernefs. 

'  (Y)  The  ark  being  thus 
fixed  in  this  new  repofitbry, 
>the  next  care  was  to  appoint 
^he  claffes  of  priefts  and  Le« 
yicc8  to  officiate  before  it^  ac- 


cording to  their  fevera]  func- 
tions. He  aifo  chofe  a  number 
of  fingers,  and  players  upoii 
muiical  rndrunieuts,  to  cele- 
brate the  praifes  of  God  ia 
their  turns,,  to  fet  fuch  pfalmi 
and  hymn&'as  he,  or  any  other 
infpired-  perfon,  compofed,  ia 
orcfcr  to  have  them'  fung  upo^ 
feftivals,  and  other  folemn  oc« 
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ttvcr,  copper,   precious  ftones,  wood,  and  other  mate-    . 
rials.     In  thofe  fuccefsful  wars,  which  he  waged  againft  ' 

the  Philiftines,  Moabites,  Amalekites,  the  kings  of  Zo- 
bah,  Syria,  and  £dom,  he  amafled  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  the  richeft  fpoil,  part  of  which  he  never  failed 
to  dedicate  to  this  defign,  that  the  wealth  which  he  left 
at  his  death  is  almoft  beyond  belief-  His  oeconomy  was 
not  inferior  to  his  fuccefs ;  he  found  that  the  maintenance 
of  a  numerous  army  would  exhauil  his  treafury,  and 
caufe  too  gi^at  a  fhare  of  the  lands  to  lie  uncultivated  ; 
to  prevent  which  inconveniences,  he  appointed  twelve 
bands,  each  of  twenty<-four  thoufand  men,  making  in  all 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand,  with  proper  of- 
ficers over  them,  to  ferve  each  their  refpeftive  months  in 
the  year ;  at  the  expiration  of  which,  they  were  difmified 
to  their  own  private  affairs  during  the  other  ckven  months. 
He  likewife  appointed  twelve  expert  perfons  to  regulate 
bis  finances,  under  Azmaveth  and  Adoram ;  and  judges 
Ml  ev-ery  tribe,  to  adminifter  juftice  to  the  people  j  befidcs 
thofe  of  his  great  council,  who  had  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  religion  and  the  ftate ;  the  former,  under  the  two 
bigh-priefls,  Zadok  the  fon  of  Ahitub,  and  Ahimelcch 
the  fon  of  Abiathar ;  and  the  latter  under  proper  officers* 
Joab  w^s  general  of  the  army ;  Jehofhaphat  chief  fecre- 
tary,  Seraiah  recorder,  Benaiah  commander  of  the  Chere- 
thites  and  Pelethices  (Z)  ^  whiUi  fome  of  Ate  king's  fons 
'were  fet  over  all  thefe  oflBcers  **• 

David  at  kngth  remembering  his  engagements  to  Jo-  Gratltudi 
aathan,  now  fought  out  that  prince's  only  fon  Mephibo-  to  Jona- 
iheth,  whom  he  fent  for  to  court,  and  caufed  all  the  ^hafC^/Qn, 
lands  of  his  royal  grandfather  to  be  reftored  to  him,  com- 
manding Ziba,  his  head  fervant,  to  improve  them  to  the 
befl  advantage  for  his  mafler.     He  moreover  appointed 
bim  a  table  in  his  own  palace,   among  his  own  fons ; 
kindneiTes  which  bound  tha^  young  prince  to  his  intereft 
%o  the  day  of  hi^  /li^a^b  K 


fc  1  Chron.  xxvii.  paflT. 

(Z)  It  is  not  .eafy  to  guef^ 
who  thefe  were.  The  Chal- 
dee  paraphraft  renders  thefe 
words  by  archers  and  Jlingers  ; 
and  the  rabbles  underftand  by 
jfhem,  abfurdly  enough,  fome, 
the  urim  and  thummim ;  and 
others,  the  grand  fanhedrim  ; 
and,   if  we  have   no   better 


*  %  Sam.  ix.  pMT* 

helps,  we  may  remain  in  the 
dark  long  enough*  We  fup- 
pofe  the  Cherethites  were  Phi- 
liftines inlifted  in  the  fervice  ; 
but,  .Y^hctl^cr  jcaptives  of  war, 
auxiliary  troops^  or  a  kind  of 
life-guard,  we  will  not  venture 
to  determine* 
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Yr,  of  FI.  His  gratitude  to  the  king  of  the  Ammomtes  did  not 
1311.       meet  with  the  fame  returns:  Nahafh,  from  whom  David 

Ante  Chr.  j^a^j  received  fome  fignal  favours,  being  dead,  he  fent  an 
'^^^'  embafly  to  Hanun  his  fon,  with  offers  of  renewing  their 
ancient  friendfhip ;  but  that  weak  prince,  unjuftly  fuf- 
pedling  the  ambafladors  were  come  upon  fome  bafer  de- 
fign,  treated  them  in  a  mod  (hameful  manner,  caufing^ 
their  beards  to  be  fhaved,  and  fent  them  away.  This  af- 
front, however,  turned  to  David's  advantage :  Joab  be- 
ing fejit  to  revenge  it  at  the  head  of  a  pow^erful  army, 
gained  a  complete  vi6lory  over  the  Ammonites,  and  their 
confederates.  The  Syrians  came  againft  him  with  freih 
forces,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  year ;  and  were  fo  ef- 
fectually defeated,  that  they  were  glad  to  obtain  a  peace 
,  on  condition  of  becoming  his  tributaries.  The  Ammon* 
ites  would  have  embraced  the  fame  terms;  but  David 
was  too  much  exafperated  and  too  fuccefsful,  not  to  pur- 
fue  his  vi(^ory  to  the  utmoft.  He  detached  Joab  to  in- 
vade their  country,  and  that  general  harafled  them  with 
fucli  feverity^  as  reduced  them  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  dif* 
trefs  >. 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Whilft  Joab  was  employed  in  the  fiege  of  the  mctropo- 
1313.       lis  of  the  unfortunate  children  of  Ammon,  a  place  of  fuch 

Ante  Chr.  ftrength,  that  it  held  out  two  years,  David  was  enamour* 

'^^^*   V  ed  at  home  of  a  beautiful  woman,  called  Bathfheba,  whom 

^  he  had  obferved  bathing  one  evening  in  her  garden.     She 

was  the  daughter  and  wife  of  two  of  his  braved  captains, 

Eliam  and  Uriah,  who  were  then  with  Joab  at  the  fiege  j 

His  adul     but  the  king's  pafGon  proved  too  violent  to  admit  of  any 

'^  i  check  from  reafon  or  religion,   or  even  of  delay  ;  and 

therefore  he  gratified  it  without  hefitation.  Her  fudden 
pregnancy,  and  the  danger  flie  was  in,  of  being  put  to 
death  for  it,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  fuggeded  an 
expedient  which  he  forthwith  put  in  praftice.  He  fent 
for  her  huft)and  from  the  fiege,  under  pretence  of  inform- 
ing himfelf  how  it  proceeded,  but  in  reality,  in  hopes 
this  man  would  fpend  a  night  or  two  with  his  wife  ;  but, 
whether  Uriah  had  any  fufpicion  of  the  wrong  done  to 
him,  or  whether,  indeed,  he  thought  it  beneath  the  bra- 
very of  a  captain  to  folace  himfelf  at  home,  whild  his 
general  and  fellow-foldiers  were  expofed  to  the  fatigues 
of  a  fiege,  he  remained  all  night  at  the  gate  of  the  palace 
with  the  red  of  the  king's  guard,  David  made  a  fecond 
effort  next  day>  making  him  eat  at  his  table;  and  drink 

^  %  S^m*  Xi  pafE 

plenty 
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plenty  of  wine ;  but  Uriah  fpeiit  that  night  alfo  with  the 

fuards.  The  king  thus  difappointed,  refolved  to  facri- 
ce  his  life  to  that  of  his  faithlefs  wife.  Accordingly, 
next  morning,  he  difpatched  him  with  a  letter  to  Joao, 
wherein  he  ordered  that  general,  to  expofe  this  brave 
officer  to  fomc  imminent  danger,  and  to  leave  him  to  the 
fury  of  the  befieged.  The  fcheme  fucceeded,  and  Uriah  andmur" 
fell.  David  having  received  the  news  of  his  death,  fpon  ^^^ 
(heltered  the  woman  from  danger,  by  making  her  his  wife  ^,    , 

God,  highly  provoked  by  the  commiilion  of  fuch  hei-% 
210US  crimes,  made  choice  of  the  prophet  Nathan  to  go 
and  denounce  his  fevere  judgments  againft  him,  at  the 
time  when  that  monarch,  infenfible  of  his  guilt,  was  in- 
dulging in  the  fruit  of  his  adultery.     The  prophet  accoft-  Nathaits 
cd  him  with  the  parable  of  a  wealthy  man,  who  had  pAraboHcai 
fpared  his  own  numerous  flocks,  and  feized  i^pon  an  only  -^t'^^^J^ 
favourite  lamb  of  a  poor  neighbour,  to  feed  a  hungry     ^     • 
gueft.    He  embelliflied  his  ftory  with  fuch  aggravating 
circumftances,  that  the  king  in  anger,  pronounced  fen- 
tence  of  death  againft  the  perfon  who  had  been  guilty  of 
fuch  an  unnatural  violence.     The  words  were  no  fooner 
but  of  his  mouth,  than  Nathan  made  him  fenfible,  that< 
he  had  pronounced  it  againft  himfelf,    by  telling  him^ 
with  a  prophetic  boldnefs,  *^Thou,  thyfelf,  art  the  man.'' 
He  faid  he  had  not  only  defiled  the  bed  of  a  faithful  cap- 
tain, but  alfo  murdered  him  by  an  enemy's  fword,  that 
lie  might  take  the  adultrefs  into  his  bofom ;  he  concluded 
with  denouncing  the  eflfefls  of  the  divine  refentment 
againft  him,  declaring  that  Uriah's  murder  would  prove 
dn  endlefs  fource  of  bloodihed  in  his  own  pofterity ;  and 
that  his  adultery)  how  private  foever,  fliould  be  expiated 
with  the  open  defilement  of  his  own  wives  and  concu- 
bines, by^hofe  of  his  own  family^  and  in  the  face  of  the 
fun. 

This  terrible  fentence  brought  David  to  fuch  a  deep  Hisrtfeni^ 
fenfe  of  his  guilt,  that  he  exclaimed  in  his  anguifli,  "  I  enct» 
have  finned  againft  the  Lord ! "  but  his  fincere  remorfe, 
obtained  an  immediate  alleviation  of  the  puniftiment. 
However,  the  unhappy  fruit  of  his  commerce  with  Bath- 
flieba  was  doomed  to  death.  David  tried  in  vain  to  obtain 
a  reprieve  for  him,  by  prayers  and  tears,  by  fafting,  wear- 
ing fackcloth,  lying  on  the  ground,  and  other  marks  of 
repentance.  As  for  the  other  part  of  the  fentence,  which 
related  to  his  wives,  it  was  foon  after  fulfilled  by  his  un- 

^  2  Sam»  xi<  paiH 

natural 
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natural  fon  Abfalom.  Bathflieba  found  hcrfelf  pregnaift 
lagain,  and  he  called  the  fon^  that  flie  then  bore  to  him, 
Solomon,  a  name  fignificative  of  his  future  peaceable 
reign,  to  which  Nathan  added  that  of  Jedidiab^  or  *'  be-? 
loved  of  the  lord  '.'* 

David,  what  hopes  foever  he  might  have  conceived, 
that  his  repentance  had  happily  difarmfd  the  divine  anger, 
yet  never  ceafed  feeling  fome  of  the  fevcreft  and  mofl 
fenfible  ftrokes  of  it,  to  the  laft  periods  of  his  life  ;  not  fo 
much  from  his  enemies  without,  as  from  his  own  chiU 
Jmnon's  dren.  Amnon,  his  eldeft  fon,  had  fcarce  attained  hii^ 
vuffi*  eighteenth  year,  when  he  laid  the  foundation  of  3II  the 
domeftic  troubles  of  his  indulgent  father,  by  committing 
inceft  with  one  of  his  own  fitters.  David  had  tw.Q  jchil- 
dren  by  Maacah,  the  princefs  of  Geihur,  namely,  Abfa- 
lom and  Tainar  *,  the  beauty  of  which  laft  became  the  Wr 
happy  caufe  of  fo  much  mifchief.  Amnon  was  obferved 
to  pine  away  fccretly,  afhamed  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  his 
trouble,  when  Jonadab,  the  fpn  of  Shimeah,  David'^ 
brother^  having  difcovered  the  fatal  fecret,  not  only  en- 
couraged him  with  hopes  of  enjoying  her,  but  fuggefted  the 
infamous  expedient  of  ufing  violation*  Having  decoyed 
her  into  his  chamber,  he  riiviihM  ber  in  fpite  of  all  her 
tears,  fupplications,  and  refiflance.  The  gratification  of  his 
impious  paffion,  was  fucceeded  by  averfion  and  difguft. 
He  ordered  her  to  be  turned  out  of  his  houfe,  a  prey  to 
the  keeneft  forrow  and  defpair.  She  tore  her  virgin  robeSt 
covered  her  head  with  duft,  and  filled  the  air  with  criesi 
and  lamentations.  In  this  diftra&ion  fhe  repaired  to  Ab-^ 
falom's  houfe,  who,  being  her  brother,  both  by  father 
and  mother,  was  the  propereft  perlbn  tQ  procure  her  re- 
drefs,  if  any  could  be  had.  That  prince*  who  was  na 
lefs  politic  than  haughty  and  revengeful,  contented  him- 
felf  for  the  prefent  with  defiring  her  to  conceal  her  grief^ 
feeing  it  was  a  brother  who  was  the  caufe  of  it,  and  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  her  days  in  folitude  with  him ; 
which  advice  Ihe  followed  ;  whilft  he,  young  as  hp  was? 
fo  artfully  concealed  his  thoughts,  that  Amnon  had  not  the; 
leaft  fufpicion  of  his  refentment.  When  the  report  of  thi^ 
infamous  aftion  reached  David's  ears,  he  was  exceedingly 
troubled  5  but  Amnon  was  his  eldeft  fpn,  and  he  could 
not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  inflift  any  other  punifhmen^ 
'  en  him,  than  that  of  his  difpleafure, 

*  ft  Sam.  xii.  paflT.  *  Ibid*  x\iu  ij  &  feqq. 

Such 
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Such  remiffnefs  on  the  part  of  his  father,  added  frefli 
fuel  to  Abfalom's  hatred,  though  two  years  elapfed  before 
he  could  find  a  proper  opportunity  for  executing  his  re- 
venge.     At  length   he  invited  his  father,    and  all  hi9 
brothers,  to  a  flieep-fliearing  feaft,  which  he  was  to  make 
at  Bsaal-Hazor.   He  excufed  the  king,  who  declined  goings 
from  a  principle  of  oeconomy ;  but  he  infifted,  in  parti- 
cular, upon  his  brother  Amnon's  coming  with  the  reft  of 
his  brethren,  and  eafily  obtained  his  confent.   He  received  y^^  ^f  pj^ 
them  with  an  air  which  fhewed  nothing  lefs  than  his  real       13 iS. 
intention ;  but,  as  foon  as  wine  had  raifed  their  mirth  to  -Ante  Chr* 
the  defired  pitch,  he  gave  a  fignal  to  fome  of  his  fervants,       '^^°' 
who  immediately  fell  upon  Amnon  and  ftabbed  him  to  ^^^^ 
"death,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  king's  fons  made  all  poffible  murdend 
hafte  to  mount  their  mules,  and  rode  away  to  Jerufalem.  by  Abfa* 
Before  they  could  reach  the  city,  word  had  been  brought  **•• 
to  the  king,  that  Abfalom  had  caufed  all  his  brethren  to 
be  aflaffinated ;  and  David,  upon  receiving  this  dreadful 
account,  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  moft  violent  expref- 
fions  of  grief.     The  fervants  that  were  about  him  fympa- 
thifed  with  his  forrow,  and  ftood  round  him  with  their 
cloaths  rent.    Jonadab  only,  the  infamous  inftrument  of 
Amnon*s  inceft,  rightly  gueffed  that  he  alone  had  proved 
the  viftim  of  Abfalom's  revenge.      He  acquainted  the 
king  with  his  thoughts,  which  were  foon  after  confirmed 
by  the  arrival  of  the  reft  of  the  young  princes,  who  told 
Tiim  all  that  had  happened.     The  king  mourned  for  fome 
time  the  lofs  of  his  eldeft  fon,  whilft  his  murderer  went 
and  fheltered  himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of  his  grand- 
father, the  king  of  Geihur|  where  he  continued  three 
whole  years*. 

At  length  Joab^  obferving  that  the  king  expreffed  lefs 
grief  for  his  dead  fon,  than  uneafinefs  for  him  who  was 
tibfeni, '  concluded,  that,  if  he  could  work  upon  him  to 
recall  him  by  any  ftratagem  that  could  but  fave  his  honour, 
it  would  be  an  acceptable  fervice  to  them  both.    To  com-  yoah*i 
pafs  this  aim,  he  inftru£led  a  notable  woman,  whom  he  firatagtm 
.bad  fent  for  from  Tekoah,  a  place  not  far  from  Jerufa-  tohaje 
km,  to  addrefs  herfelf  to  the  king,  in  the  charafter  of  a  J^^^^ 
diftrefled  widow,  juft  on  the  brink  of  being  bereaved  of  * 

her  only  fon,  who  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  death  / 

for  having  killed  his  brother  m  a  fray,   by  which  there 
'Would  be  a  total  end  of  .  her  hufband's  name  and  family.  ' 

She  told  her  ftory  with  fuch  pathetic  expref&oos  of  griefj 

*  a  Sam.  :uii.  per  tot. 
-  that 
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tbat  David,  moved  with  compaflion,  gave  her  his  royal 

word,  that  her  furving  fon  fhould  be  fheltered  from  all 

future  profecution    He  had  fcarce  bound  it  with  an  oatb^ 

when,  according  to  her  inftruf^ions,  (he  took  the  liberty, 

though  in  the  humbleft  .terms,  to  reprefent  to   him  the 

wrong  he  did  himfelf,  by  fufFering  his  own  fon  to  cbn« 

tinue  longer  in  his  baniuiment,  feeing  that  could  by  no 

means  recall  the  dead,  whofe  life,  once  gone,  was  like 

water  fpilt  upon  the  ground,  which  could  not  be  gathered 

up  again.    The  king,  perceiving  Joab  was  at  the  bottom 

of  this  ftratagem,  interrogated  toe  woman,  who  acknow* 

lesed  the  truth,  adding,  that  the  king  was  as   an  angel 

of  God,  from  whom  it  was  impoflible  to  conceal  any 

thing.     Joab,  who  was  prefent  all  this  while,  took  this 

opportunity  of  falling  proftrate  before  him,  feemingly  to 

beg  pardon  for  his  ftratagem,  but  really  to  lay  hold  ou 

his  prdmife  in  favour  of  Abfalom ;   and  David  inune* 

diately  ord^ed  him  to  be  fetched  from  his  banifliment^ 

but  with  this  condition ;  that  he  fhould  not  approach  the 

king's  perfon,  but  retire  to  his  own  houfe,  fo  chat  he  did 

'  not  fee  the  king  for  two  whole  years  after  his  return  (H). 

Being  tired,  at  length,  with  living  fo  long  in  difgrace, 

and  having  repeatedly  fent  in  vain  for  Joab    to  come 

to  him,  he  could  find  no  other  way  of  bringing  him,  but 

Yc*  of  Fl.  caufing  fome  of  his  adjacent  com  to  be  fet  on  fire.    Joab 

13^3*      foon  arrived  at  the  news  of  this  unexpe£led  treatment, 

^11,?^^'  and,  after  fonie  paffionate  cxpoftulations  on  both  fides,  it 

was  agreed  that  die  king  fhould  be  applied  to  in  favour  of 

his  fouy  who  was  accordingly  reinftated  in  his  father's 

aflPeftion  K 

This  reconciliation  could  not  but  convince  Abfalom  of 
his  father's  extraordinary  fondnefs ;  but  that  ungrateful 
prince  only  fought  how  to  make  the  moft  unnatural  ad- 
vantage oi  it.    He  immediately  procured  a  fumptuous 

^  1  Sam.  xiv.  per  tot. 


10*5. 

Abfalom 
ncwcilid 
f  his  fa- 


(H)  The  text  here  takes  no- 
tice of  his  exceifive  and  en- 
fnaring  beauty,  which  fo  cap- 
tivated the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple to  him,  that  it  infpired 
him  with  the  firil  fentiments 
of  his  unnatural  rebellion. 
There  is  a  difficulty  in  this 

(i)  St  Sam.xiv*  27. 


place(i),  where  mention  is  made 
of  Abfalom's  thtee  fons,  and 
of  one  daughter,  named  Ta« 
mar,  whereas,  it  isfaid,  inan« 
other  place  (2),  that  he  reared 
up  a  pillar  in  the  king's  dale, 
to  perpetuate  his  name,  be* 
caufe  ne  had  no  male  iflue. 


(«}  Ibid.  cb«  xviii,  iS« 


equipage 
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equipage  of  chariots,  horfes,  and  running-footmen^  td 
attra£t  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and,  by  an  affefted  popu- 
larity, and  fecming  compaffion  for  thofe  who  came  to  the 
king  for  juftice,  it  was  not  long  before  he  perfuaded  the 
nation  in  general,  that  they  would  be  much  happier  under 
his  government.   This  conduft  he  purfued  fome  years  (I) :  Yr.  of  Fl« 
at  laft,  finding  himfelf  ftrohg  enough  to  break  out  into      »3*S« 
open  rebellion,  he  obtained  leave  of  his  too  eafy  father  id   "^"'^  ^***** 
go  and  perform  a  pretended  vow  in  Hebron,  where  he  had       '*^*^*  ^ 
appointed  the  chiefs  of  his  party  to  meet  him;  whilft  andrehiU 
others,   difperfed   through  the  tribes,    were  ordered  to  a^aiujk 
proclaim  him  king,  as  foon  as  they  (hould  hear  the  fignal   ^<m* 
given  by  the  found  of  the  trumpet.     At  his  arrival  in  He- 
bron, he  fentfor  Ahithophel;  and  the  defeftion  of  that 
great  politician,  who  had  been  one  of  David's  chief  cbuni- 
fellors,  did  not  contribute  a  little  to  increafe  tHe  numbcfr 
of  confpirators.      David  was  then  at  Jerufalem,   whert 
news  was  brought  to  him  of  his  foh*s  rebellion.     Afraid 
cither  of  being  furprifed  in  the  city,   or   of  being  the 
"caufe  of  misfortune  to  the  inhabitants,  he  left  his  palace  to 
the  care  of  ten  of  his  concubines,  and  made  what  hafte  he 
could  into  the  open  country,  attended  by  a  handful  of  men* 
Among  thefe  were  the  high-priefts,  Zadok  and  Abia- 
thar,  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  Levites,  who  had  brought 
the  ark  of  God  with  them.    David,  however,  did  not 
think  fit  that  they  fliould  follow  him,  but  commanded 
them  to  bear  the  ark  to  Jerufalem,  whence  they  might 
fend  him  intelligence  of  all  that  pafled,  by  their  two  Tons, 
Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan,  and  aflift  him  with  their  counfel, 
as  they  were  endowed  with  the  gift  of  prophecy,  whilft  h6 
"  went  and  concealed  himfelf  in  fome  of  the  plains  of  the 
'wildernefs.     As  foon  as  the  priefts  had  departed,  David 
received  intelligence  that  Ahithophel  was  gone  over  to 
his  fon ;  upon  which  he  prayed  earneftly  to  God  to  con- 
found whatever  counfel  that  old  ftatefman  ihould  give  to  ^    ^ 

(I)   The    text   fays    forty  fruits  and  parched  corn  which 

3rears ;  but  the  learned  tJ^er  Barzillai  brought  to  David  in 

has    (hewn,     that  it  can  be  his  flight. 

only  meant  from   David's  be-        We    may  likewife  obfenre  . 

ing  firft  anointed  by  Samuel,  here,  that  Abfalom  is  the  firft 

and  not  from  his  reconciliation  who   introduced  the   ule    of 

to  Abfalom,  for  this  rebellion  horfes  in  Ifrael ;  till  then  the 

happened    about    four   years  kings  ufed  to  ride  on  mules,, 

after  it.  That  prelate  obferves,  and  the  greateft  nobles  upon, 

that  it  ^  was  before,  or  about  alTes,  as  wehavefeen  in  the 

WhitfuQtidCi    by     the    new  hiftory  of  the  Judges, 

the 
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tDe  xonfpirators ;  and  repaired,  foon  after,  be  and  {Ai 
fmall  troop,  to  Mount  Olivet*  The  march  was  mournful 
beyond  exprellion ;  the  king,  bathed  in  tears,  went  \x^ 
with  his  head  covered,  and  his  feet  bare,  whilft  his  for-» 
rowful  retinue  expreffed  their  deep  concern,  by  the 
ftrongeft  expremons  of  real  grief.  When  they  reached 
the  top,  and  had  offered  up  their  prayers  to  God,  Provi- 
dence fent  him  an  old  friend,  named  Hufhai,  who  camd 
with  his  cloaths  rent^  refolved  to  ihaie  in  His  misfortunes^ 
David,  though  fatisfied  with  his  fidelity,  did  not  think  fit^ 
however,  tq  take  him  into  his  retinue,  but  rather  begged 
of  him  to  join  his  Rebellious  fon,  where  he  might  do  him 
inuch  greater  fervice,  by  thw;arting  th^  counfels  of  Ahi- 
thopjiel,  and  by  inforining  him',  by  means  of  the  two 
high*priefts,  01  every  thing  that  fliould  be  refolved  upon 
among  the  rebels.  Hufhai  readily  accepted  the  office^ 
and  acquitted  himfelf  of  it  with  fuch  faithful  zeal,  that 
he  proved  one  main  inftrument  of  their  overthrow  *^. 

In  the  mean  time,  whilft  tbe  forrowful  monarch  was  oil 
his  march,  Ziba,  the  treacherous  fervant  of  Mephibofhetfa^ 
brought  him  fome  neceflary  refrefliments ;  and,  being 
'  alked  where  his  mafter  was,  told  him,  that  he  was  then 
at  Jerufalem,  where  he  expefled  to  be  ihortly  reftorcTd 
to  the  throne  ef  Ifrael.  An  accident,  that  followed 
foon  after  this  falfe  report,  helped  to  convince  David  of 
Mephiboflieth's  ingratitude.  At  Bahurim,  a  village  not 
far  diftant  from  that  metropolis,  he  was  met  by  oile  of 
Saul's  family,  named  Shimei,  who  had  the  boldnefs  to 
throw  ftones  at  him,  accompanied  with  the  bittefeftcUrfes 
and  imprecations,  for  being  the  author  of  Saul's  misfor- 
tunes. This  unexpefled  indignity  fo  enraged  fome  of  his 
captains,  that  they  offered  to  go  and  fmite  oS  his  head  ; 
but  David  reftrained  thehl,  by  putting  them  in  tnind  of 
his  more  unriatUral  fon,  who  fought  a  teinder  father's  life, 
whilft  this  Benjaminite  expreffed  no  liiore  thati  a  natural 
concern  for  Saul's  life;  adding,  that  if  the  curfes  came 
from  God,  patience  and  refignation  would  more  eSe£luaIly 
av^jrt  them  than  fuch  bloody  refentmenti 

By  this  time  Abfalom  and  Ahithophel  were  come  to 
Jerufalem,  and  here  it  was  that  Hufliai  went  to  congra** 
tulate  and  off^er  his  fervices  to  the  ufurper.  Abfalom, 
who  knew  him  to  have  been  a  very  faithful  friend  to  his 
father,  expreffed  fome  furprize,  at  firft,  at  this  onexpefled 
change  \  but  was.anfwered  by  that  confummate  politiciaB^ 

<  1  Sam.  XV.  k  xvir  per  tot* 

that 
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tk^t  fce  thought  it  high  time  to  abandon  the  fattjer^s  in- 
tereft)  when  Providence  had  fo  openly  declared  for  the 
fon  ;  fo  that  he  had  now  no  more  to  do  but  to  ferve  him 
with  the  fame  fidelity  that  he  had  (hewn  to  his  father. 
Such  a  declaration  cQuld  not  but  pleafe  the  proud  young 
prince,  who  admitted  him  into  the  numbter  of  his  coun- 
sellors,  without  the  lead  fufpicionj   and  repofed  fuch      , 
confidence  in  him,  that  he  foon  after  preferred  his  advice 
•to  that  of  Ahithophel,  and  loft  thereby  the  faireft  oppor- 
tunity pf  fecurtng  the  vi£tory,  and  his  father's  crown,  to 
himfelf.     As  foon  as  they  were  well  fettled  in  the  king's 
palace,  a  council  was  called,  in  which  Ahithophel   ad- 
vifed  the  prince  to  rear  up  a  pavilion  on  the  top  of  the  ly  ^  • 
)ioufe,  and  go  and  lie  with  his  father's  concubines  in  the  toAbfalom, 
face  of  the  fun  (K). 

The  next  ftcp  which  Ahithophel  propofed  was,  that  he  His  next 
Should  be  fent,  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  chofen  men,  ^ounfel  de* 
to  fall  upon  David's  little  army,  whilft  they  were  ftill  ^l^^i^J^ 
weary  with  their  flight,  afluring  him,  that,  as  foon  as  .  ***  ; 
the  king  was  taken  off,  all  the  people  would  gladly  come 
over  to  him  as  one  man.  This  counfel  was  approved  both 
by  Abfalom  and  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  but,  as  it  was 
^iven  in  Hufhai's  abfence,  the  prince  refolved  to  have  his 
advice.  Huihai,  wifely  forefeeing,  that  if  Ahithophel** 
<x)unfel  was  followed,  David  muft  be  inevitably  loft, 
omitted  nothing  to  difiuade  Abfalom  from  putting  it  in 
execution.  He  told  the  council,  that  David  and  his 
afficers  were  men  of  too  great  valour  and  e^cperience  to 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  thus  furprifed  ;  that,  for  ought  he 
knew,  they  had  fortified  themfelves,  by  that  time,  in 
foraie  caverns,  or  among  the  rocks,  whence  they  could 
fally  out,  with  fuch  defperate  fury,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poiTible  for  the  affailants  to  ftand  the  fhock ;  that  if  they 
ihould  be  unhappily  repulfed  in  this  firft  enterprize,  the 
fame  of  David'«  valour  would  quickly  fpread,  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  infufe  univerfal  terror  into  their  army,  and 
give  the  e^^afperated  king  the  faireft  opportunity  of  quafti- 
ing  the  confpiracy.   For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he  thought 


(K)  This,  being  eftecmcd 
the  greatefl  indignity  that 
could  be  offered  to  a  crowned 
head,  was  fuggefled  as  the 
inofl:  effedual  means  to  make 
Jiis  men  fight  defperately  for 
Jiim,  becaufe  they  would  then 
l^k  upoD  the  breach  as  irre- 


concileable  ;  and  it  would  not 
be  expelled  that  Abfalom,  who 
had  already  been  guilty  of  fra- 
tricide, and  of  rebellion  againft 
his  own  father,  (hould  fcruple 
to  .add  adultery  an4  inceft  (Q 
his  other  qrimes^ 


it 
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it  dangerous  to  undertake* any  thing  againft  hini,  till  !4tvi 
falom  had  wholly  diflieartcned  his  fathei^s  men,  b^  <;all- 
ing  together  all  Ifrael  from  Dan  to  Becrfheb^  and  pour- 
ing his  troops  fo  thick  upon  them^  that  neither  means 
nor  hopes  might  be  left  to  efcape.  .His  remonffrance 
prevailed.  Ahithophel  was  the  only  perfon  who  per- 
ceived the  dfift,  and  dangerous  confequence  of  it;  Vex- 
ed to  fee  Hufliai's  advice  preferred  to  his  own,  he 
ordered  hi$  afs  to  be  faddled,  and   rode  away,  with  all 

Ahithophel    fpeed,  to  his  houfe,  whercj  having  fettled  his  family 

hangs  afFairs,  he  hanged  himfelf. 

him/elf*  Hufliai,  in  the  mean  time,  informed  the  high*priefts 

of  what  had  pafTed,  and.  of  the  danger  the  king  and  his 
men  would  be  in,  if  they  did  not  crofs  the  Jordan  that 
very  night.    Thefe  imniediately  difpatched  a  maid  fervant 
^  to  their  fons,  Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan,  who  lay  concealed 

for  that  purpofe  at  En-Rogel,   with  orders,   that   they 
,  fhould  go  immediately  and  inform  David  of  this  advice. 

Do'vidgoes  Thus  apprifed,  the  old  king  loft  no  time,  but  crofled  the 

rwy^r-  Jordan,. with  his  little  army,  in  the  dead  of  the  night; 
and  next  morning,  when  he  came  to  Mahanaim,  and  had 
I  taken  a  review  of  them,  he  found  that  they  were  all  fafe. 
As  foon  as  the  news  of  his  arrival  had  reached  that  neigh- 
bourhood, feveral  of  his  friends  went  thither,  with  a 
timely  fupply  of  provifions,  tents,  couches,  and  other  ne* 
ceffary  utenfils  *.  On  the  other  hand,  Abfalom,  hearing 
that  his  father  was  removed  to  this  place,  advanced  againft 
him  with  an  army,  udder  the  command  of  Amafa,  and 
encamped  in  the  land  of  Gilead  •*. 

David  having  refrefhed  himfelf  and  his  troops,  and  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  thofe  officers  who  were  gone  over  to 
Abfalom,  divided  his  army  into  three  bodies,  under  the 
Command  of  Joab  and  his  two  brothers,  refolving  to  ap- 
pear in  perfon  againft  his  rebellious  fon  ;  but  the  people 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  intention,  alleging  that  his  life 
was  of  too  great  confequence,  to  be  hazarded  at  a  time, 
when  his  enemy  would  prefer  his  fingle  death  before  the 
defeat  of  his  whole  army.  The  king  acquiefced  in  this 
reafon,  and  ftayed  at  Mahai^aim  with  a  fmail  reinforce- 
ment ;  but  whilft  the  reft  of  his  men  marched  out  before, 
.  him,  under  their  refpe<Slive  officers,  he  failed  not  to  give 
them  a  ftrift  charge  to  be  very  tender  of  Abfalom*s  life. 
A  fierce  battle  was  foon  after  fought  in  the  foreft  of 
£phraim,  wherein  the  rebel  army  was  difcomfited  with 

*  %  Sara.  xvii.  if«  ^  Ibid,  xviic  per  tot. 

the 
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the  lofs  of  stwenty  thoufand  men,  killed  on  the  Ipot,  be-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
fides  a  great  number  whoperifhed  in  the  wood,  and  in       >3*5* 
their  flight :    Abfalom  bimfelf,  mounted  upon  a  mule,  -^"^^  ^^^' 
was  forced  to  fly  towards  the  wood,  where  the  bough  of      '^^^' 
an  oak  having  taken  hold  of  his  bufhy  hair,  the  mule  *"""■"■-" 
running  with  full  fpeed,  left  him  fufpended  between  hea-  Abfalom 
ven  and  earth.     Joab,  informed  of  this  accident,  went  to  hung  by  his 
the  place,  and  thruft  three  darts  through  his  body.     Then  ^f"**  ^«^ 
he  caufed  the  trumpet  to  found  a  retreat,  to  prevent  the  j    ,  ^ 
farther  efiiifion  of    blood.      Abfalom's  body  was   taken 
down,    flung   into    a  large    pit,    and   covered   with    a 
heapof  ftones:    the  reft  of  the  rebels  were  no  fooner 
informed  of  his  death,  than  they  fled  every  man  to  his 
own  home.     All  this  while  the  king  ftaid-  at  the  gate  of 
Mahanaim,  impatient  to  hear  the  fuccefs  of  the  a£lion ; 
but,  in  his  heart,  more  folicitous  for  the  life  of  his  un- 
natural fon,  than  for  his  own;  infomuch  that,  when  he  Da'vid's 
received  the  news  of  his  death,  not  able  to  fupprefs  his  untimely 
tears,  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  to  the  apartment  over  S*'}^fS^ 
the  gate,  to  hide  his  extreme  weaknefs,  and  to  give  a  full       ' 
vent  to  his  forrow  ^. 

Joab  made  no  difficulty  to  upbraid  him  with  his  weak-  Reproved 
nefs  ;  and  explained  the  bad  efi^fts  it  might  produce,  in  ^  Joab. 
fuch  terms,  that  the  king  was  forced  to  fufpend,  or  atleaft 
conceal  his  aflBi£lion,  and  {hew  himfelf  to  the  people  with 
a  feeming  chearful  countenance.    As  foon  as  they  heard 
of  his  appearing  publicly  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  not  only.  Dan/id  is 
his  own  men,  but  even  thofe  who  had  followed  Abfalom,  eicknowleg" 
came  in  crowds,  and  ftrove  who  fliould  fhew  him  the  '^  ^^  fj^ 
gveateft  afitdion.    When  he  perceived  that  all  the  tribes       ^^ 
were  ready  to  bring  him  back  to  Jerufalem,  he  fent  word  ■ 
to  the  two  high-priefts,  to  haften  the  elders  of  Judah  to 
come  and  accompany  him  to  his  palace,  and  to  promife  to 
Amafa,  Abfalom's  general,  that,  if  he  would  come  over 
to  him,  tie  fliould  be  his  chief  general  in   the  room  of 
Joab,  who  was  difmiflfed  from  the  fervice  (R). 

Hitherto 
^  s  Sam.  xviii.  per  tot. 


(R)  Among  thofe  that  came 
over  Jordan  to  meet  the  king, 
Shimei  was  one.  of  the  firft ; 
he  came  at  the  head  of  a  thou- 
fand men  of  his  own  tribe  ; 
and,  falling  prof^rate  at  his 
feet,  acknowleged  his  crime, 
begged  that  it  might  be  for- 

VoL.  IL 
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given,  in  conflderation  of  his 
being  foremofl  of  all  the  tribes, 
to  congratulate  him  upon  his 
late  victory :  he  was  according- 
ly pardoned  for  the  prefent, 
and  his  pardon  was  confirmed 
by  an  oath.  Mephiboflieth 
came  next,  to  ezprefs  his  joy 
D  d  at 


' 
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fiitlicrto  nothing  had  appeared  but  imiverfal  emttlatibfl^ 
among  the  tribes,  to  wipe  off  the  guilt  of  their  late  defec- 
tion, by  fubnriffion  and  zeal ;    but  th€  partiality  whichf 
David  mewed  for  his  own  tribe,  inviting  it  to  come  fore-- 
moft  to  receive  him,  excited  fuch  jealoufy  in  the  other 
Antwrf'    fen,  a$  occafioned  a  new  revolt.    Sheba,  of  the  tribe  df 
'd^JT^  Benjamin,  blew  the  trumpet,  to  affemble  all  the  male- 
^  '        contents,  who  immediately  idifclaimed  all  farther  intcreft 
in  David,  and  bad  open  defiance  to  him  and  all  his  ad- 
herents.    He  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  all  the  tetr 
tribes,  that  alone  of  Judah,  which  had   occafioned  this- 
defeftion,    following  their    king  from  Jordanr  to  Jcni-^ 
falem. 

David  had  no  looner  arrived  in  his  metropolis,  than  he 
ordered  his  new  general  to  affemble  what  forces^he  could 
collefl  out  of  Judah,  and  to  come  to  him  within  three 
days ;  whilft  he  himfelf  took  that  time  to  clear  his  pa- 
lace of  his  polluted  concubines,  and  afligned  them  a  fuit*^ 
able  maintenance,  and  another  houfe,  whtere  ihey  might 
fpend  their  days  in  a  kind  of  widowhood'..  Amafa,  who- 
met  with  greater  difficulty  than  he  expefted,.  having  out- 
ftaid  his  time,  the  king  gave  the  command  of  his  guards,* 
and  of  thofe  few  troops  he  had  about  him,"  to  Ablfhai,. 
Joab's  brother,  another  of  his^  generals,'  who  had  com*- 
manded  one  third  of  his  army  againft  Abfalom,  and  or- 
dered him  tQ  purfue  Sheba,  before  he  could  fccure  him- 
felf in  any  fenced  city.  At  the  great  ftone  at  Gibeon 
•Joab  came  forth,  feemingly  to  welcome  Amafa  ;  and,, 
taking  hold  of  his  chin  with  one  hand,  as  if  he  intended  to- 
kifs  him,  ran  his  fword  through  his  bowels  with  the  other^ 
and  laid  him  dead  at  his  feet.  As  foon  as^  he  had  removed 
liis  body  out  of  fight,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
troops,  and  marched  direftly  to  Beth-Maachah,  into  which 
the  rebel  had  retired.  He  had  fcarce  begun  to  befiege  the 
^lace  in  form,  when  a  woman  fpake  to  him  from  the  top 
of  the  wall.  She  defired  him  to  liften  to  the  advice  of  an 
inhabitant  of  a  place,  which  he  might  remember  had  beeff 
always  famed  for  counfel  and  wifdom.  Sfhe  exhorted  him 
to  forbear  his  hoftilities  againit  a  mother  city  of  Ifrael ;: 

at  the  king's  return,   and  to  and  of  Ziba's  perfidy.    Never- 

juftify  himfelf  from  the  bafe  thelefs,    David    ordered     one 

afperfions  of   his  treacherous  half  only  of  his  lands   to  be 

fervant.      He   gave  the  king  reftored,  and  allowed  the  tnd- 


evident   proofs    both    of    his    tor  to  keep  the  refl. 
ileady  gtlatitude  and  fidelity, 


promifing 


h  the  Batyhnifh  Captivity  ^  403 

j^oihiling  faim,  upon  that  condition^  that  4he  liead  6^ 
Sbeba  &ould  be  flung  to  him  over  the  wall  ^.  Joab  af-' 
lifted  to  the  propofal,  and^  as  foon  as  he  had  received  the 
arch-rebers  head,  ralfed  the  fiege,  and  tetufned  to  Jeru« 
falem.  This  fuccefsful  a^on,  which  quaihed  at  once  a 
dangerous  revolt,  and  reflored  an  univerfal  peace  to  the 
kingdom,  failed  not  to  raifethe  credit  of  the  difgraced  ge"" 
fieral ;  infomudi  that,  though  he  had  undertaken  it  with- 
out order,  yet  the  king  faw  himfelf  forced  to  exprefs  his 
approbation,  by  reftormg  him  to  his  former  poft,  which 
ic  enjoyed  till  that  monarch's  death  <*.  ' 

Two  years  after  this  event,  a  famine  raged  in  the  land  Yr.  of  W. 
for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  David  confulted  the       13*7- 
J;<ord  concerning  the  caufe  of  it,  and  was  anfwered,  that  -^"^^  ^**'* 
it  was  for  the  murder  of  the  Gibeonites,  whom  Saul  and  _ 

liis  bloody  houfe  had  unjuftly  caufed  to  be  O^in  (S)*    On  a  famine 
ithis  intimation,  the  king  fent  to  know  what  fatisfaflion   in  the  land. 
±hey  required  for  the  wrong  they  had  fuftained.    They 
anfwered,  that  they  defired  neither  gold,  filver,  nor  any 
Taluable  confideration,  but  only  that  feven  males  of  Saul^s 
family  might  be  fent  to  be  put  to  death  by  them.     The 
Jcing  loft  no  time»  btit  caufed  thofe  vi£lims  to  be  fought 
out  of  that  unfortunate  houfe  ;    but  gave  exprefs  orders, 
that  Mephiboiheth  fhould  be  fpared,  out  of  gratitude  to 
his  father ;   and,  as  foon  as  they  were  put  to  death,  the 
iamine  was  ftayed.     After  this  tranfaclion,  David  fought 
four  fucceilive  battles  •with  the  Philiftines,    which  the 
deader  may  fee  defcribed  in  the  hiftory  of  that  nation ;  in 
the  6rft,  he  hazarded  himfelf  fo  far,  that  he  was  like  to 
have  been  killed  by  one  of  their  gigantic  champions,  but 
was  timely  fuccoured  by  one  of  his  own  warriors ;    for 
which  reafon,   his  officers  fwore,  that  he  fhould  never 
more  expofe  his  perfon  to  fuch  dangers  *. 

David  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  fruit  of  thefe  victories,  David 
before  he  brought  a  heavier  punifhment  upon  his  king-  numbers 
dom,  by  ifluing  an  order  to  have  the  people  numbered,  thepeopU» 
Joab  in  vain  reprefented  to  him  the  danger  of  his  difpleaf- 
ing  God  by  fuch  an  enquiry  (T).     The  king  would  be 

obeyed  \ 

<  2  Sara.  XX.  26-^ii.  d  ^  Sam.  xxi.p«rtot.         «  Ibid. 

(S)    It  is  not  eafy  to  fay    ifits,  given  orders  to  cut  tbem 
when  this  (laughter  of  the  Gi-    all  off ;  but  they  give  us  no  au- 
beonites  was  committed :   the    thoriry  for  this  alTertion. 
Jews  indeed  pretend,  that  Saul         (1j  "f  be  text  fays,  that  the 
had,  in  one  of  his  phrenetic    Ifraelites  had  provoked  God's 
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obeyed ;  aii4  Joab,  with  the  reft  of  the  commiflioncrj^ 
were  forced  to  execute  his  will.  Thefe  travelled  through 
the  land  on  either  fide  Jordan  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  and  twenty  days,  brought  him  the  fum  of  all  the 
fighting  men  in  the  whole  kingdom";  namely,  of  Ifrael 
eight  hundred  thoufand>  and  of  Judah  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  :  but  this  account  differs  from  that  which  is  given  of 
the  fame  tranfaClion  in  the  Chronicles.  Before  this 
time,  David  having  probably  felt  fome  evident  tokens  of 
the  divine  difpleafure  %  was  ftruck  with  a  lively  fenfe  of 
his  folly,  which  broke  out  in  expreffions  of  the  deepeft  re;- 
morfe.  The  prophet  Gad  was  fent  to  him,  to  choofe, 
as  a  punifliment  for  his  fin,  either  a  feven  years  f^^- 
mine  (LJ),  or  to  be  three  months  purfued  by  his  enemies, 
or  to  fuffer  a  three  days  peftilence.  The  humbled  mo- 
narch owned  it  to  be  a  hard  choice  ;  but,  confidering  that 
war  and  famine  feldom  fall  fo  heavy  on  the  great,  as  on 
thofe  of  the  lower  rank,  chofe  the  peftilence,  as  the  more 
equal  pUnifhment,  and  more  immediately  under  the  di-' 
reftion  of  heaven*  No  fooner  had  David  made  this 
choice,  than  that  dreadful  diftemper  received  the  divine 
commiflion,  and  executed  it  with  fucb  amazing  fwift- 
nefs,  that  it  had  deftroyed  feventy  thoufand  men  before 
the  time  was  expired.  It  wa&now  beginning  to  fall  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  when  God  was  pleafed  to 
put  a  ftop  to  it  at  the  prayer  of  David ;  who,  beholding 
the  minifter  of  divine  vengeance  ftanding  by  the  threftiing- 
floor  of  Araunah,  a  prince  of  the  Jebufites,  humbly  in- 
treated  the  Lord,  that  he  would  fpare  the  innocent  people, 
and  lethis  anger  fall  upon  himfelf,  and  thofe  of  his  court, 
who  bore  a  ftiare  in  his  guilt,  Whilft  he  was  offering  up 
this  fupplication,  the  prophet  came,  and  commanded  him 
to  ereft  an  altar  on  that  fpot  of  ground,  where  he  had 
feen  the  deftroying  angel  ftand.  David  immediately 
haftened  towards  the  threfhing-floor,  where  Araunah 
came  forward  to  give  him  a  refpeftful  meeting;  and,  as 
foon  as  he  underftood  that  monarch's  purpofe  of  buying 

e  See  I  Chron.  xxvii.  24. 


anger  againfl  them  ;  and  that 
he  fuffcred  David  to  be  tempt- 
ed to  this  deed  by  the  devil. 
Though  the  motive,  which 
prompted  him,  was  difplcafing 
to  tjie  Almighty,  the  deed  it- 
felf  was  not  j   on  the  contrary, 


there  was  ah  exprefs  permiflion 
from  Mofes  for  it,  provided 
they  paid  half  a  fhekel  for 
every  perfon  fo  numbered. 

(U)  The  book  of  the  Chro- 
nicles fays  three  years  famine. 


iti 


to  the  Bahylonijh  Captivity;  ^^c 

iV  he  made  him  an  offer  of  the  floor,  the  threfhing- 
oxen,  carts,  and  all  the  wooden  inftruments  that  were 
upon  the  fpot.  David  thanked  him  for  his  genero- 
fity,  but  told  him,  that  it  did  not  become  the  king  of 
Ifrael  to  oflFer  facrifices  to  God  at  odier  people's  colt ;  and 
defired  him  to  fet  a  price  upon  it.  Araunah  fold  him 
the  floor,  and  all  that  was  upon  it,  for  fifty  fhekels  of  fil- 
ver.  David  immediately  reared  an  altar,  on  which  he 
offered  burnt-ofi^erings  and  peace-offerings ;  and  a  mira- 
culous fire,  which  defcended  from  heaven,  and  confumed 
the  viftims,  foon  gave  them  a  manifefl  proof,  that  God 
was  again  reconciled  to  the  land  ^ 

David  being  about  feventy  years  of  age,  had  fo  exhaufl-  Yr.  of  FU 
cd  his  ftrength,  and  natural  heat,  by  a  continual  feries  of    .   '333* 
wars,   fatigues,  and  misfortunes,    that  no  cloaths  could      ^ll 
keep  him  warm  ;  fo  that  his  fervants  were  forced  to  feek  ^ 

out  a  young  beautiful  virgin  to  cherifli  him,  and  lie  in  his  Adonijah's 
bofom«  His  declining  flate  induced  Adonijah,  who  was  conjpiracy, 
next  in  birth  to  Abfalom,  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  al- 
ready invcfted  with  the  regal  dignity.  He  procured  a 
fumptuous  equipage  of  chariots,  guards,  and  running 
footmen  ;  whilft  David,  out  of  a  natural  fondnefs  for  his 
children,  beheld  this  pomp,  without  flie wing  any  dif- 
like :  but  his  defign  being  fufpefted  by  Nathan,  Zadok, 
and  fome  of  David's  friends,  who  were  in  young  Solo- 
mon's interefl,  tiie  prophet  went  and  advifcd  Bathlheba  to 
go  and  inform  the  king  of  Adonijah's  praftices,  and  to 
put  him  in -mind  of  his  promife  in  favour  of  her  fon. 
8hc  followed  this  advice  ;  and  whilft  ihe  was  ftill  fpeaking 
to  the  king,  Nathan  came,  as  it  had  been  pre-concerted, 
and  gave  Kim  an  account  of  a  feaft  which  Adonijah  had 
prepared  at  Zoheleth,  for  his  partifans,  who  intended  to 
proclaim  him  king  of  Ifrael.  The  king,  alarmed  at  this 
report,  ordered  Solomon  immediately  to  be  fet  on  his 
mule,  and  carried  to  Gihon,  accompanied  by  his  guards, 
with  Zadok,  Benaiah,  and  fome  others  of  his  chief  of- 
ficers, there  to  be  anointed  king ;  tb-en  to  be  brought  back, 
feated  upon  the  royal  throne,  and  proclaimed  his  fuc- 
cefTor  by  the  found  of  the  trumpet. 

The  king's  commands  were  executed  with  fuch  fpeed,  Sohmon 
that  Adonijah  and  his  company  had  not  the  leaft  know-  froclaimid* 
lege  of  what  had  paflfed,  till  they  were  alarmed  with  the 
(houts  of,  **  Long  live  king   Solomon."     Jonathan,  the 
fon  of  Abiathar,  went  foon  after  to  them,  and  gave  them 

f  ^  Sam.  xxiv.  per  tot. 
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an  adcoont  of  the  whole  ceremony,  afitiring  ihtmf  that  it 

was  all  performed  by  the  exprefs  order^  of  the  king)  who 

had  teftified  an  uncommon  joy  at  feeing  his  favourite  fon 

feated  upon  his  throne  before  be  left  the  World,  whilft  the 

air  was  iiHed  with  the  acclamations  of  alt  the  people,^ 

Thefe  unexpedled  tidings  ftruck  them  with  fuch  ama2e* 

ment,  that  they  all  fled  with  the  tttmoft  fpeed ;  and  Ado« 

nijah,  feeing  himfelf  forfaken,  went  and  took  fan£kuary 

at  the  horns  of  the  altar.     Solomon,  being  informed  of 

this  particular,  fent  him  word,  that,  if  he  behaved  him^ 

felf  for  the  future  like  an  honeft  man,  he  would  not  hurt 

a  hair  of  his  head  j  but  afTured  him,  that  his  next  diiloyal 

attempt  would  certainly  be  puniihed  with  death.     This 

mefTage  broueht  Adonijah  upon  his  knees  to  the  new  kingi 

after  which  lubmiffion  he  was  ordered  to  retire  to  bis 

own  houflc  '.  y 

David,  now  finding  himfelf  near  his  end,  ailembled  the 
beads  of  all  the  tribes,  his  generals^  and  chief  officers^ 
with  the  priefts  and  Levites,  and  acquainted  them  with 
his  former  defign  to  have  built  a  magnificent  repofitory  for 
the  ark  of  God,  had  not  the  prophet  told  him,  that  the 
work  was  referred  for  Solomon's  peaceable  reign.    He 
gave  them  to  underftand,  he  made  great  preparations  for 
it,  and  laid  up  immenfe  quantities  of  gold,  filver,  copper, 
iron,  and  other  materials  (X) ;    all  which,  together  with 
the  plans  and  models  of  that  edifice,  the  order  and  difpo^ 
fition  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  divine  fervice,  the 
courfes  of   the  priefts  and  Levites,    of  the  muficians, 
fingers,  and  porters,  the  plan  for  eftabliihing  judges,  and 
courts  of  juuice,   with  many  other  religious,  civil,  and 
ihilitary  regulations,  he  now  refigned  up  to  him  to  be 
perfefrcd^  as  his  wifdom  fhould  dire£t.    He   requefted 
them  to  afiift  his  fucceflbr  ip  fo  defirable  a  work,  and  that 
thofe,  who  were  inclined  to  contribute  towards  that  builds 

g  I  Kings  i.  paiBm. 


(X)  The  book  of  Chronic 
desfays,  that  the  gold,  which 
was  that  of  Ophir,  amounted 
to  three  thoufand  talents  ;  and 
the  filver,  which  was  of  the 
pureft  fort,  to  fcven  thoufand 
talents ;  as  to  the  baier  metals, 
they  are  faid  to  have  been  with* 
put  number  ( i )  • 

(i)  X  CJiron.vlt,  vcr,  ^ 


Dean  Prideaux  obferves  (2), 
that  the  fum  amafled,  if  reck- 
oned by  the  Mofaic  talent, 
amounted  to  above  eight  hunr 
dred  miilions  flerling ;  a  fum 
exceeding  all  the  fpecie  now  ta 
be  found  on  the  face  of  tho 
earth. 


(2]  Conpe^.  book  i. 


*ng» 


to  the  Babyhnlfh  C(^imfy.  40:7 

ing,  (hould  bring  their  free-will-oi^rings  intq  the  trea- 
fury.  This  exhortation  infpired  fach  a  fpirit  of  munifi- 
<2ence  in  the  rich  men  of  Ifrael,  that  they  vied  with  one 
another  in  the  richoefs  of  their  prefents  towards  the  builds 
ing  of  the  temple ;  fo  that  David  had  the  pleafure  to  fee 
an  incredible  quantity  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  and  other 
metals,  befides  precious  ftones,  marble^  porphyry,  and 
.other  rich  materials,  brought  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
Ungdom^.  He  now  ordered  a  thovfaad  o^en,  a  thou* 
fand  fheep,  and  the  fame  n^n^bei!  of  lambls  to  be  offered 
up,  befides  the  daily  facrifices,  and  a  proportionate  quan- 
tity of  jmeat  and  drink-offerings,  with  which  the  whole 
company  were  feafted.  Solomon  was  anointed  a  fecond 
time  by  Zadok,  received  the  homage  of  all  his  brethrcBj 
and  of  all  the  chiefs  of  Jodah  and  Ifrael,  and  was  pro- 
claimed king  through  all  the  tribes  :  Zadok  was  at  the 
fame  time  declared  fole  high-prieft,  for  his  ftri£t  adher- 
<ence  to  Solomon  ^i  and  Abiathar  reduced  to  the  fecond 
irank,  for  his  defeftlon  to  Adonijah. 

David's  life  drawing  near  a  clofe^  he  fent  for  Solomon  DanAits 
to  receive  his  laft  advice  and  inftru£^ions.     He  reminded  ^^fi  inftruc 
bim  of  the  promifes  made  by  God  in  favour  of  him  and  ^I^"^  '^  ^^ 
kis  pofterity,  which  were  only  conditional,  and  would  be     ^  *' 
fulnlled  in  proportion  to  his  aad  their  obedience.    He  re- 
commended to  his  favour  and  protection  old  Barzillai  and 
his  family,  with  other  friends  who  had  adhered  to  him^  in 
his  adveriky.    He  exhorted  him  to  take  vengeance  oa 
Joab  who  had  fiain  Abfalom,  Abner,  and  Amafa ;  and  to        ^ 
put  Shimei  to  death  for  His  Infolence,  although  his  par- 
don had  been   fealed  with   an  -oath  j  obferving,   that, 
though  he  (David)  had  fwom  to  fpare  his  life,  Solomon 
was  under  no  fuch  obligation.    The  king  died  in  the  fe- 
irentieth  year  of  his  age,  after  having  reigned  feven  years 
in  Hebron,  over  the  houfe  of  Judah,  and  thirty-three  over 
all  the  twelve  tribes.     He  left  an  immenfe  treafure,  be- 
fides that  which  he  had  dedicated  to  the  fervlce  of  the 
temple  ;  and  was  buried  in  a  ftately  tomb^  in  that  part  of 
the  city  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built^  adjoining  to  the 
old  JebuS)  or  Jerufalem  ^,  ^ 

Solomon,  having  afcended  the  throne,  delayed  not  to  Yr.  of  Fl. 
fulfil  his  father's  laft  injundions.     Adonijah,  obnoxious       '^l^r 
and  difgraced  as  he  was  for  his  late  attempt  upon  the      ^'*      ^* 
crown,  made  ufe  of  Bathiheba's  interceflion  tp  obtain  the 

h  1  Chron.  ult  ver.  7,  &  feq.  *  i  Cliron.  xxix.  per  tot* 
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king's  leave  to  marry  Abifhag,  the  young-  Shunamltifh 
virgin^  who  had  been  the  cherifher  of  David's  old  age  ; 
affiiring  her,  that  he  defired  no  other  recompence  for  the 
lofs  of  a  crown,  which  belonged  to  him  by  right  of  primo- 
geniture. Bathfheba,  glad,  perhaps,  to  find  that  her  fon*s 
riyal  would  be  fatisfied  at  fo  eafy  a  rate,  made  no  diffi- 
culty to  promife  him  her  intereft,  not  doubting  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Solomon,  who  expefled  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a 
requeft  from  her,  received  her  with  all  the  marks  of 
honour  that  were  diie  to  a  queen,  and  a  mother ;  but 
when  he  heard  the  purport  of  her  fuit,  he  was  fo  enraged 
at  his  brother,  that  he  forthwith  ordered  him  to  be  put  to 
death.  Joab  took  fanftuary  at  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
from  whence  he  was  dragged  to  death  ;  and  was  fucceeded 
in  his  poft  of  general  by  Benaiah,  who  had  been  before 
appointed  his  and  Adonijah's  executioner.  Abiathar  had 
been  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Adonijah's  confpiracy ;  but  the 
king  contented  himfelf  with  divefting  him  of  his  fhare 
of  the  high-priefthood,  and  confining  him  to  his  own  ter- 
ritories at  Anathoth,  in  confideration  of  his  having  car- 
ried the  ark  before  his  father,  and  been  a  ftiarer  in  his 
affliftions.  The  king  then  fent  for  Shimei,  and  told  him, 
that  though  he  thought  him  worthy  of  death,  yet,  out  of 
regard  to  his  father's  promife,  he  would  put  it  in  his 
power  to  fave  his  life,  by  confining  himfelf  within  the 
walls  of  Jerufalem  ;  but  he  aflured  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  if  ever  he  ftirred  out  of  it  without  leave,  his  dif. 
obedience  fhould  coft:  him  his  head.  The  old  man 
thanked  the  king  for  his  unexpedled  clemency ;  but  ven-r 
turing,  fome  years  after,  to  purfue  two  run-^way  fer-p 
vants,  he  was  put  to  death  at  his  return  '. 

Solomon  did  not  think  it  enough,  that  he  had  rid  him- 
felf of  two  fuch  powerful  enemies  as  Adonijah  and  Joab  ; 
he  fought  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  ftill  more,  by  marrying 
the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Egypt,  who  was  then  very 
powerful.  Pharaoh  gave  her  for  dowry  the  city  of  Ge- 
zer,  which  he  had  taken  from  the  Canaanites,  and  burnt 
down  to  the  ground ;  but  which,  being  rebuilt  by  Solo^ 
lomon,  became  a  very  confiderable  place"*.  Solomon  re- 
paired foon  after  to  Gibeon,  the  place  where  the  ark  re- 
mained. Here,  having  offered  a  thoufand  facrifices,  the 
Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  promifed  to  grant 
him  whatever  he  fhould  afk.  The  young  monarch  begged 
only  for  fuch  a  degree  of  wifdom,  as  might  enable  him  to 


1  I  Kings  ii,  paff. 
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govern  wiA  prudence  and  fagacity  as  became  a  king  of 
Ifrael ;  which  modeft  requeft  obtained  him  fuch  a  ihare 
of  wifdom  and  knowlege,  as  had  never  been  poflefled  by 
any  mortal,  together  with  a  promife  of  fuch  other  earthly 
bleflings,  as  he  had  fo  judicioufly  overlooked.  It  was  not 
long,  before  he  gave  his  people  a  proof  of  his  excellent 
wifdom  and  difcemment.  Two  women  appearing  before 
him  with  a  dead,  and  living  child,  and  each  claiming  that 
which  was  alive  as  her  own,  with  equal  ardour  and  ap- 
pearance of  truth  5  he  ordered  the  living  child  to  be  cut  ^  pregmaa^ 
afunder,  and  equally  divided  between  them*  •  Nature  im-  proof  of  it. 
mediately  difcovered  the  truth.  The  real  mother  was  fo 
much  afFe£led  by  the  fentence,  that  fhe  eameftly  defired 
the  contefted  child  fhould  be  given  to  her  antagonift  ra« 
ther  than  fufFer  death  ;  and  by  this  expreflion  of  tender^ 
ncfs,  Solomon  recognized  the  true  mother  ". 

The  wifdom,  wealth,  and  magnificence  of  this  mo-  jilfmagm' 
narch,  fhone  confpicuous  in  the  choice  he  made  of  his  fictwtm 
counfellors,  ofEcers,  and  magiftrates ;  in  the  regulation 
of  his  finances  ;  the  inftitution  of  his  laws  ;  the  ceconomy 
of  his  houihold(C),  comprehending  his  numerous  and 
fumptuous  tables,  his  chariots,  horfes  (D),  flails,  and  equi- 
page; the  fplendor  anddifciplineof  his  guards ;  the  flrength 
of  his  army ;  and  the  multitude,  valour,  and  wealth  of 
his  fubje£ts.  His  immenfe  riches  gave  him  fuch  a  pow- 
erful fway,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  lived  in  the  prof oundeit 

^  I  Kings  ill* 

(C)  His  provifions  are  faid        (D)   Solomon  fent  for  his 

to  have  amounted  every  day  to  chariots   and     horfes    out   of 

thirty  meafures  (each  meafure  Egypt,  not  only  for  his  own 

containing  about  eight  bufhels  ufe,    but  for  that   of  feveral 

and  a  hair )  of  fine  flour,  dou-  neighbouring  kings,  whom  he 

ble  that  quantity  of  common  obliged  to  pay  him  fix  hundred 

flour,   ten   fatted  and  twenty  fhekels  for  every  chariot  and 

pafture  oxen,  and  a  hundred  four  horfes,  and  a  hundred  and 

fheep;  befides  venifon,  poul-  fifty   for  every    fingle    horfe. 

try,     wild-fowl,     fi(h,     pulfe.  He  had  likewife  abundance  of 

fruit,   herbs,    and  other  eat-  yarn,   linen,   and  other  com- 

ables,  which  were  fent  to  him  modities,  brought  to  him  out 

from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  of  Egypt,   which  he  fold  to 

under  the  dire6^ion  of  twelve  his  fubje6ts  and  merchants  at 

officers,  who  took  their  turns,  a  certain    price ;     all    which 

each  in  his  refpedtive  month,  produced    an      immeafe    re- 

and  out  of  his  refpe^tive  can-  venue* 
ton  (i). 

(l)  I  Kings  iv.  7,  &  fcq. 

peace^ 
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pekcty  plenty,  and  grandeur  of  any  prince  of  his  time  ;. 
moved  by  his  friends  and  allies^  who  were  conilantly 
*  pouring  the  richeft  prefents  npon  him  \  feared  by  his 
enemies ;  receiving  large  .tributes  from  feveral  erowned 
lieads  (E) ;  and  reforted  unto  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
for  his  wifdom  and  munificence,  which  brought  a  con*- 
tmual  concourfe  of  ftrangers  to  his  metropolis,  and  en^^ 
richcd  it  to  fnch  a  degree,  that  gold  and  filver  feemed  to 
baive  loft  their  intrinfic  value,  by  their  extraordinary 
abundance.  The  rery  revenue  which  his  navy  brought 
bim  in,  exclufivc  of  bis  cuftoms,  amounted  to  fix  hundred 
and  fi]rty«fix  talents  of  golcL  All  this  while  the  Ifraelitiih 
Ittbjeds  enjoyed  the  fweets^  not  only  of  peace  and  plenty,^ 
but  alio  of  univerfalf  freedom,  there  being  no  flaves,  during;; 
bis  leign,  but  the  pocnr  Catiaanttesi  and  ibme  captives  cS 
Other  nations  *. 
Jlbnmf9  Of  all  the  princes  that  fought  his  friendfhip,  Hiram, 

^^^^  king  of  Tyre,  David's  old  friend  and  ally,  was  the  firft  wba 
^th^  fent  amb^fiadors  to  congratulate  bim  on  his  acceffion  to 
^^^  ^  the  crown,  and  to  offer  him  his  fervice.  Solomon  re-t 
turned  the  embafiy,  and  acquain^d  him  with  his  defign 
of  buildififf  the  temple,  defiring  him  to  fend  him  a  fuffi* 
eient  nunwer  of  workmen  to  join  with  his  artificers  fof 
the  work;  p^rticnlarly  ibxae  diat  were  well  flulled  in 
working  in  gold,  filver,  and  other  bafer  metals,  precious 
ftones,  fcarlet,  crimfon,  and  other  fine  dyes.  Thefe  were 
readily  granted  by  the  Tyrian  king ;  in  confideration  of 
which  afiiftance,  Solomon  agreed  to  furnifh  him  yearly 
with  twenty  thoufand  nieafures  of  wheat,  and  twenty 
thoufand  barrels  of  fine  oil  for  his  houihold,  befides  th<; 
fame  quantities  of  barley,  wheat,  wine  and  oil,  which  he 
engaged  to  give  his  fervants  that  were  employed  in  the 
work.  On  the  other  fide,  Hiram  was  to  fend  the  ce- 
dars, fir,  and  other  woods,  upon  floats  to  Joppa,  there  to 
be  delivered  to  Solomon's  fervants,  to  be  thence  brought 
to  Jerufalem.  He  fent  him  alfo  a  man  of  his  own  name  , 
a  Tyrian  by  birth,  who  was  a  fecond  Bazaleel,  fuch  an 
excellent  workman  in  all  kinds  of  metals,  ftones,  carving, 

*  I  Kings  IV.  10.  &  feq.    2  Cbron.  ix*  pafl 

(E)  The  text  fays,  that  his  of  Egypt,  and   that    all    the 

dominion    reached    from    the  kings  of  thofe  countries  wem 

river  Euphrates,  or  even  be-  tributary  to  him  (s), 

yond  it,  to  the  Nile,  or  borders  . 

(z)  I  Kings  ir«  34.    %  Cfarsn.  ix«  26. 

engraving. 
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engraving,  embroidery,  tapeftrjr,  and  in  making  all  forts  of 
fine  cloaths,  that  Hiram  honoured  him  with  the  title  of  fa- 
ther. Solomon  made  him  overfeer  of  all  the  artifts  whom 
David  had  formerly  procured  out  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  An 
jalUance  foon  followed  between  thefe  two  princes,  which 
only  ended  with  their  lives  p. 

To  carry  on  thiis  ftupendous  work  with  greater  cafe  ne  build' 
and  fpeed,  Solomon  caufed  an  account  to  be  taken  of  all  ing  oftht 
the  Canaanites,  and  other  foreign  ilaves,  that  were  in  the  '^«//f« 
land,  and  they  were  found  to  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  thoufand  fix  hundred  5  feventy  thoufand  of  whom 
he  appointed  to  carry  burdens,  eighty  thoufand  to  hew  tim- 
ber and  ftone  in  the  mountains,  and  the  remaining  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  he  appointed  to  be  overfeers  over 
them  *>.    Befides  thefe  ftrangers,  over  whom  he  appointed 
fome  of  his  chief  officers  to  overfee  the  work,  he  levied 
thirty  thoufand  men  out  of  all  Ifrael,  whom  he  appointed 
to  work  in  Lebanon  one  month  in  three,  ten  thoufand 
every  month,  under  the  infpe£iion  of  Adoniram ;  thefe 
were  likewife  employed  in  hewing  wood,    marble  and 
other  ftone,  which  was  afterwards  wrought  by  the  Tyrian 
mafons  and  carvers,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Jbppa  by 
Vrater  ^.    Solomon,  who  had  been  ftill  adding  immenfe 
quantities  of  gold,  filver,  precious  ftones,  and  other  rich 
materials,  to  thofe  which  David  had  laid  up  before  his 
death,  now  put  them  into  proper  hands,  to  be  wrought 
kito  an  almoft  infinite  variety  of  ornaments.    The  vaft 
number  of  hands  employed,  and  the  diligence  of  the  over- 
fecrs  and  workmen  was  fuch,  that  he  was  able  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  this  great  ftru£):ure  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  which  was  the  fecond  after  David's  death,  and  the 
four  hundred  and  eightieth  after  the  exod.    The  work 
was  begun  on  Monday  the  fecond  day  of  the  month  Zif, 
^which  anfwers  to  the  twenty-firft  of  our  April,  being  the 
fecond  month  of  the  facred,  and  the  eighth  of  the  civil 
year ;  and  was  carried  on  with  fuch  prodigious  difp^tch, 
that  it  was  finifhed  in  little  more  than  feven  years  ;  if  not  yr.  of  Fl 
in  that  magnificent  manner,  in  which  we  have  feen  it  re-       1343, 
prefented  in  a  vaft  number  of  pbns,  and  by  fome  late  Ante  Cbr» 
models  expofed  to   public  view,  yet  at  leaft  in  fuch  a       ^^^s* 
rich  and  fumptuous  manner,  as  greatly  excelled  any  thing  _.,   ,    , .  ' 

1  ^      J.       TTn_  -.    •     /LMi  r         'f  •'      .     °    ^he  build" 

then  extant.     What  is  Itill  more  furpriung,  every  piece  i^j,linijbed. 
of  it,  whether  timber,  ftone,  or  metal,  was  finiftied  before 
\t  was  brought  to  Jerufalem,  fo  that  there  were  no  other 

F  1  Kings  y,  pafT.         9  %  Cbron.  ii.  17,  \%*  r  i  Kings  v.  9. 
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tools  wanted,  or  heard,  than  what  were  neceflary  to  the 
joining  them  to  each  other'  (F). 

The  king  of  Ifrael,  in  order  to  celebrate  the  dedication 
of  this  new  temple  with  the  greater  magnificence,  chofe 
to  defer  it  till  the  next  year,  which  was  the  jubilee,  at 
which  folemnity  there  ufed  to  be  always  a  vail  con^ourfe 
^ididka"  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  ceremony 
tmo/it*  began  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  feventh  month  of  the  fa- 
cred  year,  which  was  the  firft  of  the  civil  year,  anfwering 
to  the  latter  end  of  our  Odiober,  and  lafted  feven  days, 
at  the  end  of  which  began  the  feaft  of  the  tabernacles, 
which  continued  like  wife  feven  days ;  fo  that  the  people 
who  were  invited  by  the  king,  and  flocked  to  that  folem- 
nity, (laid  at  leaft  fourteen  days  in  Jerufalem.  The  ce- 
remony opened  with  a  poijipous  proceffion,  in  which  the 
prieils  carried  the  -ark  from  the  tabernacle  which  David 
had  erefled  for  ic  to  tjie  temple,  and  depofited  it  in  the 
moft  holy  place,  between  the  two  golden  cherubim, 
vrhich  Solompu  had  caufed  tp  be  made  l)y  Hiram  (G). 

The 
c  I  Kings  vi.  7. 


(F)  It  may  be  eafily  con- 
ceived, how  difficult  it  would 
be  to  give  fuch  a  defcription  of 
this  celebrated  fabric,  as  (hould 
at  once  avoid  the  extrava- 
gancies of  the  Talmudifts,  and 
our  modem  model-mongers, 
and  fupply  fuch  omiffions  as 
may  have  been  overlooked  by 
the  facred  hiflorians;  but  a 
curious  encourager  of  this 
hiftory,  fome  years  ago,  pre- 
vailed upon  a  learned  gentle- 
man of  his  acquaintance  to 
make  an  exact  delineation  out 
of  the  two  books  of  Kings  and 
Chronicles.  He  has  favoured 
us  with  a  fight  of  the  plans, 
and  given  us  leave  to  examine 
tind  compare  them  and  their 
proofs  with  the  original  text ; 
and  finding  how  much  we  ap- 
proved of  them,  and  that  they 
could  not  but  be  very  ufeful 
and  acceptable  to  the  curious, 
he  has  not  only  made  us  a  ge- 
nerous offer  of  the  whole,  to 


be  communicated  to  theworld^ 
but  has  given  usifeveral  oppor- 
tunities of  receiving  fiirther  fa- 
tisfadHon  from  his  learned 
friend.  But,  as  his  demonffra- 
tions  would  interrupt  the  thread 
of  our  hiflory,  we  think  it  will 
be  more  acceptable  to  our 
readers,  if  we  join  them  with 
the  plans  of  the  city  and  tem- 
ple, in  that  fuccin^):  and  ex- 
planatory method  in  which  he 
has  been  ffill  prevailed  upon  to 
adapt  them  to  this  work,  in  an 
appendix  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 

(G)  Thefe  that  were  made 
by  Hiram  for  the  mofl  holy 
place,  differed  from  the  former, 
and  were  of  two  forts,  namely, 
the  two  which  fpread  one 
wing  over  the  ark,  and  touched 
the  wall  with  the  other;  and 
thofe  which  were  made  in  baflb 
relievo,  to  adorn  the  fide  of  the 
wall,  being  placed  between 
palm-trees  likewife  in  relievo, 

.       '  and 
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The  king  himfelf,  accompanied  by  all  his  chief  officers, 
and  the  elders  of  Ifrael,  marched  before  the  ark ;  thefe 
were  followed  by  a  great  number  of  priefts  and  Levites, 
who  fung  fome  canticles  proper  to'  the  occafion,  and 
played  upon  various  inftruments.  Next  to  the  ark  foU 
lowed  another  number  of  fingers  and  players,  with  other 
priefts  bearing  the  golden  candleftieks,  altar  of  incenfe, 
and  other  facred  utenfils  of  the  fanftuary,  which  had  been 
brought  from  Gibeon,  where  they  and  the  tabernacle  had 
been  depofited  till  that  time  (H).  Whilft  the  priefts  were 
depofiting  the  ark  in  the  moft  holy  place,  the  air  rung 
with  the  found  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  trumpets,  and 
with  the  voices  of  the  Levites,  who  fung  thfc  praifes  of 
God,  repeating  thefe  words  at  proper  ftanzas:  "  Give 
thanks  to  the  Lord ;  for  he  is  good,  and  his  mercy  en- 
dureth  for  ever."  It  was  then  that  God  feemed  to  come 
down  in  a  vifible  manner,  to  take  pofleffion,  as  it  were, 
of  his  new  temple,  by  filling  it  with  a  cloud,  as  he  had 
formerly  overftiadowed  the  tabernacle,  infomuch,  that  the 
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and  all  of  the  fineft  gold. 
What  the  fize  of  thefe  laft  was 
we  know  not ;  but  that  of  the 
two  mailive  {landing  cherubim 
may  be  gueffed  at  by  the 
length  of  their  wings,  which, 
reaching  to  the  north  an^  fouth 
walls  with  one  extremity,  and 
joining  at  leaft  by  the  other 
over  the  centre,  muft  have 
been  each  five  cubits  long,  be- 
caufe  the  place  was  twenty 
cubits  in  length  and  breadth ; 
fo  that  one  may  reafonably 
fuppofe  the  cherubim  them- 
felves  to  have  been  about  ten 
cubits  high, 

Solomon  made  all  the  other 
utenfils  and  ornaments  of  the 
temple,  proportionable,  both 
in  fize  and  richaefs,  to  that  of 
the  edifice*  The  Mofaic  altar 
of  burnt-offering,  for  inftance, 
was  fet  by  on  account  of  its 
fmallnefs,  and  another  placed 
in  lieu  of  it,  which  was  twenty 
cubits  in  length  and  breadth, 
and  ten  in  height.    The  fame 


change  was  made  in  the  altar 
of  perfume,  and  the  tables  of 
fhew-bread  ;  which  laft,  as 
well  as  the  golden  candleftieks, 
he  increaffcd  five  br  fix-fold. 

Befides  thefe,  there  was  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  other 
gold  and  filver  veflels  and 
utenfils,  concerning  which 
the  text  only  fays,  that  they 
were  without  number. 

(H)  Thefe  were  not  depo- 
fited in  the  fand^uary,  becaufe 
the  king  had  caufed  a  new  fet 
of  them  to  be  made,  which 
were  larger,  and  more  anfwer- 
able  to  the  fpacioufnefs  of  the 
place,  but  were  laid  up  in 
fome  other  repofitory  prepared 
for  that  purpofe.  To  add  the 
greater  magnificence  to  the 
proceflion,  the  king  ordered 
the  ark  to  ftop  at  proper  dif- 
tances;  and  there  caufed  a 
prodigious  number  of  victims 
to  be  offered  up  before  it,  till 
they  had  reached  the  fanduary. 

priefts  • 


414.  ^i>^  Hifiary  of  the  Jeuii 

pnefts  could  not  ftaiid  to  offer  up  the  facrlficec;^  ^liictl 
they  had  prepared  upon  that  occafion  r. 

Solomon,  who  ftood  upon  a  brafen  (caffold  three  cUi> 
bits  hi^h,  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  having  commanded 
the  attention  of  the  people,  which  ftood  in  the  court,  and 
in  the  galleries  round  about,  kneeled  down,  and  fpread-> 
ing  his  hand  towards  heaven,  dedicated  the  facred  build- 
ing to  God  in  a  devout  prayer,  which  he  then  uttered  in 
their  hearing  \  intreating  the  Divine  Mercy  to  make  it  its 
refidence  in  favour  of  Ifrael,  and  to  be  ready  fnnn  thence 
to  hear  the  prayers  which  his  people  (hould  dire&  thither, 
from  whatever  part  of  the  world ;  and,  what  conditioa 
foever  they  were  in,  to  grant  their  requefts,  and  pardoa 
their  offences.  All  this  while  the  priefts  had  covered  the 
jpaoiotts  altar  with  proper  vi<^imst  which,  as  foon  a^  his 
f>rayer  was  ended,  were  confumed  by  a  miraculous  fire, 
as  a  token  of  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance*  The 
king  then  turning  hin^lf  about,  blefled  the  audience^ 
and  retired ;  then  the  priefts  proceeded  to  offer  a  vaft 
A  'vaft  multitude  of  othei  facrifices,  which  had  been  fent  thither 
number  of  jj^^ii  ]yy  ^ixQ  king,  and  by  the  heads  of  the  tribes ;  info- 
'ufeT*       «iuch  that  they  were  forced  to  rear  a  number  of  other  oc- 

<afional  altars  in  the  court  (N). 
Solomon's         As  foon  as  Solomon  had  finiihed  this  noble  ftrudure, 
palaces.       \^q  fc^  feig  artificers  to  work  upon  two  other  buildings, 
one  for  himfelf,  and  another  for  Pharaoh's  daughter'^ 

f  sChron.  v.  per  tot.  >  Compare  i  Kings,  tH.  i.    i^i.  S. 

hx.  24.  andiChron.  viii.  11  •    . 

(N)   On  the  very  firfl  day  of  to  him  in  a  dream,  on  the  tirfi 

this  ceremony,   which    lafled  jiight  of  the  dedication,    ex- 

ieven    days,    they    facrificed  prelTed  his  acceptance  of  that 

twenty-two  thoufand  bullocks,  fumptuous  edifice ;     and    re- 

and  one  hundred  and  twenty,  newed  his  promifes  to  him,  and 

thoufand  iheep,   for  peace-or-  His  poflerity,  provided  he  and 

Jerings,  which  ferved  to  feaft  they  ihould  ferve  him  with  an 

the  people;  belides  a  prodi-  upright  heart:    on  the  other 

•gious  number  of  burnt  and  o-  hand,   he  affured  him,    that, 

ther    offerings,    which    were  in  cafe  they  provoked  him  by 

brought  in  every  day.     The  their  idolatry  and  difobedience, 

ifeafl  of  the  tabernacles,  which  that  glorious  building,  which 

immediately  followed  this,  was  was  now  the  wonder  of  the 

likewife  ohferved  with  unufual  world,  (hould  infalliby  become 

.magnificence ;  after  which,  the  ^  defolation,    a  dwelling   for 

jpeople  were  difmiffed.     We  owls  and  bats,  and  a  proverb 

acts  told,  that  God  ^pearin^  among  .all  nations  (i). 

(i)  I  Kings,  ]X..&.feq. 

and 
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snd  fpared  nothing  that  art  and  riches  coidd  famifii(0) 
for  dieir  decoration.  He  was  emplojod  almoft  thtrtocn 
years  in  building  them ;  fo  that  he  finiflied  thofe  thvee 
magnificent  edinoes,  with  a)l  their  coftly  furniture,  uten- 
fils,  and  ornaments,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  (F)l 
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(O)  One  of  thefe  palaces  is 
called  **  the  houfe  of  the  foreft 
of  Lebanon,"  though  it  was 
at  Jerufalem;  the  reafon  of 
vdiich  appellation  cannot  be 
Cafily  gueffed.  The  Chaldee 
paraphraft  calls  it  a  fammer- 
faoufe,  or  houfe  of  refreih- 
neiit ;  others  think  it  was  built 
in  that  foreft  after  Solomon 
had  taken  the  city  of  Hamath- 
Zobah;  but  the  general  opi- 
nion is,  that  they  gave  the 
name  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon, 
to  the  city  of  David,  an  account 
of  the  prodigious  quantities  of 
cedar,  and  other  trees,  which 
had  been  brought  from  thence 
CO  build  the  temple,  and  other 
fumptuous  edifices,  infomuch 
that  it  ieemed  as  if  Lebanon 
iiad  been  tranfported  to  Jeru- 
falem. Upon  this  account, 
«md  perhaps  alfo  from  the  fra- 
^rrancy  or  the  cedar,  both  the 
fcity  and  temple,  as  well  as  the 
palace,  are  called  Lebanon  by 
the  pfalmift,  and  fome  of  the 
^prophets  (2), 

(P) .  Thefe     palaces    were 

'built  with  the  utihoft  magnifi- 

<cence,   whether   we    confider 

<the    prodigious    quantities  of 

.gold,  filver,    cedar  and  other 

-precious  woods,   marble    and 

ether  coftly  ftones;    the  ftu- 

pendous  fize  of  them  ;  or  the 

€xquifitenefs  of  the  workman- 

ihip ;  or  the  richnefs  of  their 

'furniture,  and  the  fumptuouf- 

'^efs  of  the  galleries,  porches, 

-courts,  and  apartments.     A- 

(i)  Pfal.  xxix.  paflira,  xcii.  xx^ 
16,  7«    s  Gbron.ix.  15* 


mong  thefe  there  was  one  more 
fpacious  than  the  reft,  called 
the  porch,  or  hall  of  judg- 
ment, in  which  was  placed  the 
king's  throne,  and  on  estafk 
fide  of  it  the  feats  o(  his  coua* 
fellors.  It  was  raifed  in  t^ 
midft  of  a  range  of  rich  pil* 
lars  of  cedar,  curioufly  car\^d 
and  inlaid  with  gold.  The 
throne  itfelf^  in  the  faftiion  of 
a  niche,  was  covered  with 
ivory,  inlaid  with  curious  or- 
naments in  gold ;  the  afcent  to 
it  was  by  fix  fteps^  .each  ftep 
fupported  on  either  fide  with  « 
fmalllion,  and  the  arms  of  the 
feat  with  two  large  ones  as  big 
as  the  life.  All  thefe,  and 
even  the  fteps  themfelves,  wefb 
likewife  covered  with  gold  and 
ivory.  The  richnefs  of  the 
furniture  of  thefe  fumptuous 
edifices  may  be  guefied  at,  by 
the  plate  and  drinking-veftels 
which  were  ufed  in  them,  aU 
•of  the  fineft  gold.  To  thefe 
he  added  three  hundred  ihields 
of  the  fame  metal,  to  be  car- 
ried before  him  when  he  went 
abroad,  and,  upon  his  return, 
fufpended  along  the  rows  of 
pillars.  JSefides  thefe,  he  like- 
wife  caufed  two  hundred  targets 
to  be  made  of  a  larger  fize,  which 
were  hung  up.  in  fomeconfpicu- 
ous  places  of  the  temple;  all 
thefe  weremadeof  fome  precious 
wood,  and  covered  with  gold; 
thefe  latter  amounted  to  fix  hun- 
dred' (hekels  each,  and  the  for- 
mer  to  three  pounds  weight  ( 3]  • 

13,  &  alib.  (3)  z  Kings,  x* 

Thefe 
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Thefe  magnificent  works  being  accompliihed,  he  fent 
back  a  great  part  of  the  Tyrian  artificers  ;  and,  to  exprefs 
his  gratitude  to  their  prince,  who  had  fo  generoufly  fur- 
nifhed  him,  not  only  with  vafl  quantities  of  flones  and 
woody  but  alfo  with  great  fums  of  gold,  he  prefented 
him  with  twenty  cities  in  Galilee.  But  Hiram  coining 
foon  after  to  view  thefe,  was  fo  difgufted  at  them,  that 
he  could  not  forbear  breaking  out  into  fome  complaint 
againft  his  brother  Solomon,  and  exprefling  his  difiatisf ac- 
tion by  his  refufal  of  them,  and  by  the  contemptible 
name  which  he  gave  to  that  whole  land  \  upon  which  So- 
lomon built  them  anew  himfelf^  and  planted  them  with 
colonies  of  Ifraelites.  The  reft  of  his  workmen,  whether 
Tyrians  or  others,  together  with  the  Canaanitifh  flaves, 
were  employed  in  furrounding  the  city  of  Jerufalem  with 
a  ftrong  and  ftately  wall,  and  fortifying  Millo,  Hazor, 
Megiddo,  Ge?er,  Beth-Horon,  Baalath,  Tadmor,  or  Pal- 
myra, and  other  places  of  confequence  5  befides  feveral 
other  ftore-cities  for  his  chariots  and  horfes,  for  his  ma- 
gazines of  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  other  provilions  and  am- 
munition (Q^)- 
Solomon's  To.fupply  all  thefe  vaft  expences,  Solomon  built  a  navy 
•^V'  at  Ezion-Geber,  upon  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  put 
ft  under  the  care  of  fome  expert  Tyrian  failors,  who, 
with  his  own  men,  went  with  it  to  Ophir  (R),  and  in 

about 


(Q^)  He  built  likcwife  fome 
fortreifes  in  Lebanon,  proba- 
bly to  fecure  a  free  communi- 
cation between  his  kingdom 
and  that  of  Syria.  Soon  after, 
he  brought  under  his  yoke  the 
remainder  of  the  Amorites, 
Hittites,  Perizzites,  Hivites, 
and  Jebufitcs,  who  feem  to 
have  remained  unconquered 
till  his  time,  and  made  them 
all  tributaries  (4). 

(R)  'Various  conje£lures 
have  been  ilarted  about  this 
land  of  Ophir,  concerning 
which  all  that  we  learn  from 
the  Scripture  amounts  to  no 
more  than  that  it  produced  a 
great  qua.ntity  of  the    iinefl 


gold,  together  with  precious 
Hones,  fpices,  ivory,  ebony, 
almug-wood,  peacocks,  and 
monkies ;  that  Solomon's  fleet 
bound  on  this  voyage  fet  fall 
from  Ezion-Geber,  a  fea-port 
on  the  Red  Sea^  and  performed 
it  in  three  years.  Some  have 
fuppofed  this  land  to  be  no 
other  than  America,  a  notion 
void  of  all  probability.  Others, 
on  no  better  foundation,  con- 
tend for  its  being  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  A  third  fet  of  critics 
declare  for  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Arabia  :  but  the  mod  plau- 
fible  opinion  feems  to  be  that 
of  Jofephus,  who  places  it  in 
fome  part  of  the  £ail  Indies. 


(4)  1  Kings,  ix.  17,  &  feqq.    %  Chron,  viii.  x>  &  feqq. 
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aDOUt  three  years  time  brought  him  back  an  immenfe 
weight  of  gold  and  filvcr,  befides  feveral  kinds  of  pre* 
cious  ftones,  fpices,  ebony  and  other  curious  wood, 
ivory,  peacocks,  monkies,  and  other  rarities  *.  The  gold 
itfelf  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  taleilts  yearly, 
befides  the  profit  which  he  made  of  all  the  other  commo* 
dities.  Some  of  thofe  precious  wdods  the  king  ertiployed , 
in  adorning  the  galleries  about  the  temple,  and  in  making 
a  great  number  of  mulical  inflruments  for  the  fervicc  of 
Godf. 

Among  the  remarkable  perfonages  whom  his  fame  Thg  queen 
brought   to   Jerufalem,    the  mofl  confiderable  was    the  ofSMay 
queen  of  Sheba(S),  a  princefs  of  tranfcendent  wifdom,  '^i/^*^^*^* 
and  fuch  extraordinary  opulence,  that  (he  vied  with  the 
Jewifh  monarch,  in  the  fumptuoufnefs  of  her  equipage, 
and  in  the  richnefs  of  her  prefentSi     She  brought  with 
her  a  vaft  number  of  camels  laden  with  gold,  precioud 
ftones,  and  fuch  fpices  and  perfumes  as  had  not  till  then 
been  known  even  in   Solomon's  court.     Her  knowlege 
^nd  fagacity  were  equal  to  her  wealth.     She  was  more 
attrafted   by  Solomon's   wifdom   than  his  power,    and 

e  I  Kings,  ]X.  ver.  ult.  x.  2«.  %  Chronicles  Yiii.  15,  &  feq« 
f  aChron.ix.  ii* 

Thofe  who  want  to  know  in  hand,  claim  this  queen  as  theif 

what  manner  thefe  different  o-  own ;    they  call  her  Balkifh, 

pinions  are  fupported,  may  con-  and  pretend  that  (he  was  queen 

fult  the  following  authors  (j).  of  Arabia,  and  had  her  reii- 

(8)  Jofephus  calls  her  Ni-  dence  in  the  city  of  Mareb, 

caulis,  and  fays,  (he  was  queen  which  they  make  the  metropo« 

of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia ;  the  lis  of  the  province  of  Saba. 
Ethiopians   pretend    that    (he        That  ihe  came  from  Arabia, 

was  queen  of  that  country,  and  fcems  probable,  becaufe  (he  is 

preferve  Hill  a  lift  of  her  fuc-  called    in   the  Gofpel,    "  the 

ceflTors.     They  add,  that  fhe  queen  of  the  South;"  and  is         * 

had  a  fon  by  Solomon,  whom  faid  to  have  come  from  the  ut- 

Ihe  fent  to  be  brought  up  by  termoft  parts  of  the  «arth ;  a 

him  ;  they  call  him  Meilik  or  defcription  which  anfwers  ex- 

Menilehek,   and  pretend  that  adtly  to  Arabia  Felix,    lying 

twenty-four  of  their  kings  are  fouth  of  Judaa,  and  bounded 

defcended  from  that  prince  fuc-  by  the  ocean.     To  this    we 

ceilively,    down    to  Bafilides,  may  add,  that  it  abounded  with 

who  reigned  in  the  middle  of  gold,  precious  ftones,  and  fine 

the  feventeenth  century.  perfumes,  more  than  any  other 

The  Arabians,  on  the  other  country  thereabouts. 

(5}  Prideaux  Connect,  lib.  i.  Grot,  in  i  Kings,  ix.  Huet.Dif- 
fert.deNavig.  Solomon.  Gorpp.  Becan.  Bfvar.  Horn.&al.  Bo- 
chart.  Phal.  Ab.  Choifi,  in  Vit.  Solom.  Lipen.  Tra£t«  de  Ophir. 
Calmet.  Proleg.  in  Gen. 

Vol.  II.  £  e  '       feemed 
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feemed  rcfolvcd  to  difpute  with  him  the  prize  of  fuperior 
un^erftandlne-  She  attempted  to  puzzle  him  with  futtle 
queftions  and  enigmas  prepared  for  the  purpofe^  but 
found  him  fo  acute  in  conceiving  her  meanings  fo  ready^ 
in  fblving  her  doubts^  and  fo  fagacious  in  explaining 
her  riddled,  that  flie  was  charmed  with  his  chara&er, 
and  could  not  help  owning  it  was  not  without  reafon  that 
he  was  efteemed  the  wileft  prince  of  his  time «.  The 
king  entertained  her  with  a  view  of  the  temple,  of  his 
palaces  and  gardens,  and  all  the  magnificence  of  his 
court  and  capital ;  at  which  (he  exprefied  her  extreme 
fatisfa£Hon.  She  prefented  him  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty  talents  of  gold,  a  great  number  of  precious  ftones> 
and  rich  perfumes.  Solomon,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
^too  generous,  not  to  make  her  fuitable  returns,  and  dif- 
mifled  her  with  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  his  munificence  *• 

Hitherto  we  have  feen  nothing  in  that  prince's  life,  but 
what  gives  us  the  higheft  idea  of  his  wifdom,  piety,  and 
magnificence ;  but  the  remainder  of  his  reign  exhibits  a 
melancholy  rcverfe.  Solomon,  emphatically  called  the 
Wife,  beloved  of  God,  and  admired  by  all  the  world  for 
fo  many  excellent  virtues,  became  fuch  a  ilave  to  the  paf- 

Ws  dific*    fion  of  love,  in  his  old  age,  that  he  ventured  to  marry  an 

^^*  amazing  multitude  of  ilrange  women,  without  diftinc- 

tion  of  nation,  country,  or  religion,  and  without  the 
lead  regard  to  God's  exprefs  commands ;  and  at  length 

iklatriis,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  feduced  into  all  manner  of  idolatry.. 
The  number  of  his  wives  amounted  to  feven  hundred,  be- 
fides  three  hundred  concubines,  or  wives  of  the  fecond 
rank ;  and  his  complaifance  for  them  went  fo  far,  as  to 
build  altars  and  temples  to  all  their  deities;  infomuch 
that  the  neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem^.  if  not  the  city  itfelf, 
'  was  filled  with  idols  and  temples ;  and  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  over-againft  it,  was  denied  with  two  altais,  one 
to  Chemofh,  the  god  of  Moab,  and  another  to  Moloch, 
the  idol  of  the  Ammonites.  Such  a  ihameful  defedion 
could  not  but  be  highly  difpleafing  to  God :  and  Sqlomon 

Yr.  of  Fl.  was  foon  made  fenfible  of  his  indignation.     Appearing 
1373'       the  third  time  to  him  in  a  dream,  he  told  him,  that  his 

Ante  Chr.  ingratitude  would  coft  his  fucceflbrs  the  lofs  of  his  king- 
^^^'       dom,  the  tribe  of  Judah  excepted,  which  he  would  leave 

and  death,  them,  in  confideration  of  his  former  promife  to  David, 
for  whofe  fake  he  alfo  forbore  to  rend  the  other  tribes 
from  him  till  after  his  death.     Whether  this  fevere  de- 

%  I  Kings  X.  3.        ^  s  Kings  x  »4,  &  feqq,  %  Chron.  ix.  i,  &  feq. 

nunciatioA 
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rtunciation  awaked  him  to  repentance,  or  whether  he 
died  immerfed  in  his  idolatry  and  luft,  the  text  doth  no 
where  explain.  He  died  in  tne  fortieth  year  of  his  reign, 
and  about  the  fifty^ighth  Of  his  age  ;  was  buried  in  the 
ftately  fepulchre  of  his  father  D^vid ;  and  fucc^eded  by 
his  fon  Rehoboam  *  (T). 

Whilft  Solomon  fpent  thelaft  years  of  his  life  lii  plea-  J^hhoamt 
fare  and  indolence,  the  feeds  of  the  threatened  defeftion 
were  fowing  both  in  Ifrael  and  elfewhere ;  fo  that  when 
his  fon  Rehoboam  afcended  the  throne,  he  had  three 
potent  adverfaries  to  encounter.  The  firft  was  Hadad  , 
king  of  Edom,  who  bore  a  mortal  hatred  to  Ifrael,  ever 
fince  David's  general  had  caufed  fuch  a  dreadful  maflacre 
in  that  kingdom.  He  was  now  returned  from  Egypt, 
where  he  had  been  forced  to  take  fanftuary,  during  the 
reigns  of  David  and  Solomoti.  The  fecond  was  Rezin,  i 
fubjeft  of  the  king  of  Zobah,  who  fled,  likewife,  from 
David's  eonquering  fword,  and,  having  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  band  of  brave  warriors,  eftablifhed  a  petty 
kingdom  at  Damafcus;  from  whence  he  never  ceafed 
annoying  Ifrael,  and  revenging  David's  old  hoftilities  on 
the  iZobeans.  But  the  moft  dangerous  of  the  three  was 
Jeroboam,  an  enterprizing  youth  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
whom  Solomon  had  formerly  made  overfeer  of  his  tribe, 
and  that  of  Manaifeh,  in  carrying  on  his  works.  Thid 
man  had  been  told,  by  the  prophet  Ahijah,  that  God 
would  give  him  the  ten  tribes  which  were  to  be  rent  from 
Solomon's  fucceflbrs*  Whether  this  prophecy  had ,  taken 
air,  and  upon  this  account,  or  for  fome  particular  mifde«* 
meanor,  he  had  been  forced  to  fly  into  E^pt,  to  avoid 
the  king's  refentment ;  there,  probably,  ne  concerted 
with  the  king  of  Edom,  a  plan  for  railing  an  infurre£tion 
in  Ifrael.  As  fooii,  thereiore>  as  he  heard  that  Reho^ 
boam  was  upon  the  throne,  he  returned  from  Egypt,  to 
watch  a  proper  opportunity  $  and  that  weak  prince,  foon 
after,  gave  him  fuch  as  his  heart  could  wifh. 

Rehoboam  was  gone  with  his  court,  and  the  elders  of 
all  the  tribes,  to  receive  their  homage  at  Sechem  j  but 
they  refufed  to  acknowlege  him,  unlefs  he  would  pro«* 

*  I  Kings  ^i.  per  tot.  %  Chron.  ix.  30,  31. 

(T)  Solomon  is  recorded  to  loft,  as  well  as  thofc  of  the 
have  written  a  great  oumber  of  prophets  Nathan,  Ahijah,  and 
books ;  of  which  we  have  only  Iddo,  who  are  faid  to  have 
his  Proverbs,  Ecclefiaftes,  and  penned  the  hiftory  of  that 
the  Canticles ;  all  the  reft  are    prince. 

E  c  :^  mift 
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Yr.  of  Fl.  mife  to  lighten  their  yoke,  which,  they  complained,  hip 
I373'       father  had  made  too  heavy.     Th^  king  took  three  days  to 
Ante  Chr,  confider  of   an  anfwer  j  and,  as  he  had  attained  to  the 
^^^*       fortieth  year  of  his  age,  one  might  have  expefted  that 
he  would  have  hearkened  to  the  wholfome  advice  of  wife 
Reho'  counfellors ;  but  he  unfortunately  preferred  that  of  fomc 

boam'sfolfy  hot-headed  youths,  who  had  been  brought  up  at  court 
eecafions       ^j|.{j  y^\^^     Inftead  of  foothing  the  people,  on  the  third' 
*t^rivolt.     ^^y>  he  anfwered  them,  in  a  haughty  tone,^hat  he  de- 
figned  to  govern  them  with  greater  feverity  than  ever  hi& 
father  had  exercifed ;  and  that,  if  they  dared  to  murmur, 
he  would  ufe   fcorpions,   inftead  of  whips,    to  chaftifc 
their  infolence.     Exafperated  by  this  harfli  declaration, 
they  difclaimed   all  further  allegiance   to  the  houfe   of 
David  ;  and,  having  murdered  Adoram,  whom  the  king 
had  fent  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  ten  of  the   tribes  chofe 
Who  fhofe   Jeroboam  to  be  their  fovereign.     Judah  and  Benjamin, 
Jeroboam    however,  adhered  to  Rehoboam,  and  conveyed  him  with 
klnl  "'"      ^^  fpced  to  Jerufalem.     He  immediately  raifed  an  army 
out  of  the  two  tribes,  which  muftered  a  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  valiant  men,  to  reduce  the  reft  to  their 
obedience  \  but,  whilft  they  were  preparing  for  battle,  the 
prophet  Shemaiah  came,  and  acquainted  them,  that  this 
defeftion  was  from  God,  and  perfuaded  them  to  defift. 
Jeroboam,  on  the  other  hand,  who  thought  of  nothing 
^  but  how  to  fecure  his  new-acquired  kingdom,  took  the 

advantage  of  that  peaceful  interval,  X6  rebuild  Shechem 
^   and  Penuel,  the  former  of  which  he  made  the  pFace  of 
his  refidencc.     But  there  was  ftill  one  thing,  which  he 
feared  might,   in  time,  reconcile  the  ten  tribes  to  the 
houfe  of  David,  namely,  the  cuftom  of  going  three  time* 
a  year  to  Jerufj^lem.    With  a  view  to  render  this  pilgrim- 
age unneceflary,  he  facrificed  religion. to  his  fafety,  and 
fet  up  a  couple  of  golden  calves,  one  at  Dan,  and  the' 
other  at  Beth-el,  which  were  at  the  two  extremities   of 
the  kingdom ;  to  which  places  he  commanded  the  people 
to  repair  for  worlhip,  without  going  to  Jerufalem.     He 
,  like  wife  built  fome  temples  and  altars  in  the  high-places  j 
and,    becaufe   the    Levites   adhered  to  Rehoboam,   he- 
chofe  priefts  to  his  deities  out  of  the  dregs  of  his  people  ". 
His  idola-        The  dedication  of  the  two  calves  was  proclaimed  through 
'0^«  Ifrael,  and  a  great  concourfe  of  people  had  flocked  to 

Beth-el,  when  a  prophet  was  fent  thither  by  God,  to  de- 
nouixce  the  deftruflion  of  the  new  altar  by  a  future  king 

^  I  Kings,  xii.  pafH 

•  of 
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i)f  Judah^  named  Jofiah,  This  meflenger,  as  a  proof  of 
his  miflion,  told  them,  that  the  altar  Ihould  forthwith 
exhibit  marks  of  the  divine  wrath.  Immediately  it  burft 
afunder,  and  the  cinders  ran  out  at  the  rent.  Jeroboam, 
ftanding  by  the  altar,  juft  going  to  offer  incenfe,  when  he 
heard  the  prophet's  menaces,  ftretched  out  his  hand  to 
caufe  him  to  be  apprehended ;  but,  to  his  great  furprize, 
felt  it  withered  in  an  inftant.  Upon  his  fubmifEon,  how-p 
ever,  it  was  reftored,  and  he  invited  the  prophet  to  his 
houfe ;  but  this  laft,  having  been  exprefsly  forbidden  to 
ftayin  Bcth-el,  even  to  drink  a  cup  of  water,  refufed  his 
offer,  and  went  his  way. 

Jeroboam,  nothing  moved  at  this  extraordinary  event, 
continued  debauching  the  people  from  the  worfhip  of 
God®.  At  length,  his  fon  Abijah  being  feized  with  a 
dangerous  difeafe,  he  fent  his  wife,  in  difguife,  to  Ahi- 
jah  the  prophet,  who  had  foretold  that  he  mould  be  king 
over  the  ten  tribes,  to  know  whether  the  youth  would 
recover.  Ahijah,  though  blind  with  age,  knew  her  at  - 
her  firft  coming ;  and,  having  called  her  by  name,  bid 
her  go  and  tell  her  hufband,  that  fince  he  had  proved  fd 
ungrateful  to  God,  and  had  filled  Ifrael  with  idolatry,  the 
death  of  the  child  would  be  the  leaft  punifhment  that 
(houid  fall  upon  him.     He  declared,  that   his  pofterity  ' 

fliould  be  cut  off";  that  they  who  died  in  the  city  would 
become  the  food  of  dogs  ;  and  thofe  that  fell  in  the  field 
fliould  be  devoured  by  the  ravens.  Notwithftanding  all 
thefe  menaces,  Jeroboam  perfifted  ftill  in  his  idolatry,  and 
gave  thereby  no  fmall  advantage  to  the  king  of  Judah  p. 

Whilft  Jeroboam  ftrengthened  himfelf  in  Shechem^ 
Rehoboam  was  not  idle  at  Jerufalem ;  he  built  and  for- 
tified a  confiderable  number  of  places  in  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin, fecured  them  with  garrifons,  and  fl:<&red  them 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  At  the  feme  time  the  tribe 
of  Levi,  which  was  difperfed  over  Ifrael,  being  difpleafed 
with  Jeroboam,  came  flocking  to  Jerufalem  from  their 
refpeftive  cities,  befides  a  vaft  number  out  of  the  other 
tribes,  who  abhorred  his  calves  and  idolatries,  and  went 
thither  to  ferve  God  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  fo 
that  he  faw  his  fubje^is,  in  a  little  time,  as  numeious  as 
thofe  of  his  revoked  rival «.  But  that  weak  prince  had 
fcarce  continued  three  years  in  the  true  fervice  of  God, 
before  he  fell  into  the  vileft  idolatries,  even  more  abfurd 
than  thofe  praftifed  by  the  apoftate  Ifraelites ',     For  thefe 

*  I  Kings,  xiii.  per  tot.  p  i  Kings,  xiv.  i— ai«  q  %  Chron* 
xi.  5i  &  feq.  r  |  Kings  xiv.  23,  24. 
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yr.  of  FL  enormitieSf  God  ftirred  up  a  potent  adverfary  ugainft  hiniy 
<97^*      namely,  Shifliak,  king  of  Egypt,  who  took  many  of  hit 
Ante  Chr-  fenced  cities^  and  drove  the  wealthieft  fubjefts  of  Judah 
,   ^^*'       into  the  metropolis  for  flielter.    Here  the  prophet  She* 
maiah  took  occafion  to  upbraid  them  with  their  wicked* 
nefs,  which  had  brought  this  diftrefs  upon  them ;  and  he 
foretold  the  ruin  of  the  city*     His  denunciation  had  fo 
good  an  effed,  that  they  humbled  themfelves  before  God^ 
and,  by  acknowleging  the  juftice  of  this  punifhment^ 
avoided  its  feverity  4.  Shiihak,  having  reduced  Jerufalem, 
contented  himfelf  with  {tripping  the  temple  and  palaces  of 
all  their  golden  (hields  and  veiTels,  and  left  them  to  fub- 
ftitute  others  in  their  room  of  a  bafer  metal.    This  di£- 
after  happened   in  the   fifth  year  of  Rehoboam  ;  after 
Bihoboam^s  which  he  reigned  twelve  years  peaceably,  bating  a  few 
death.         ikirmiiheS'  with  the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  died  in  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  reign  (A). 
Yr.  of  Fl.      Jeroboam  had  reigned  eighteen  years  in  Ifrael,  when 
Ant^ifchr.  ■^^U*''^*  ^^  Abijah,  as  he  is  called  in  the  book  of  Chro« 
^^%,    *  nicies,  Succeeded  to  the  crown.    This  new  fovereign  im-» 

• —  mediately  took  the  field  with  four  hundred  thoufand  men, 

Ahijah'4  and  encamped  on  Mount  Zemaraim,  upon  the  borders  rf 
r#/^».  Ephraim,  where  Jeroboam  met  him  with  an  army  of  dou- 
ble that  number.  The  two  kings,  being  within  hearing 
of  each  other,  Abijah  upbraided  his  competitor  with  bis 
bafe  extraftion,  and  bafer  a£):ions  ;  obferving,  that  from 
being  a  fervant  to  Solomon,  he  had  taken  the  advantage 
of  Rehoboam's  weaknefs  to  deprive  him  of  the  largeft 

fart  of  his  kingdom^  and  had  endeavoured  to  fecure  i^ 
y  debauching  the  people  from  the  worfhip  of  God  to  the 
moft . abominable  idolatries;  he  concluded  with  telling 
him,  that  he  could  expe£t  nothing  but  ruin  and  deftruc-* 
tion  as  a  juft  puniihment  for  his  rebellion  againfl:  his  God 
and  bis  prince,  who  w^s  now  come  againft  him  with  an 

%  %  Chron,  xii*  paflT. 

(A)  He  had  eighteen  wives  red  to  all  his  other  fons  to  fuc- 

and  fixty  concubines,  and  by  ceed  him  ;  for  which  end  he 

them  twenty-eight  fofis    and  caufed  him  to  be  educated  un- 

fixty  daughters;   but,    of  all  der  his  own  eye,    whilft  he 

his  wives,  he  befl  loved  Maa-  difpofedofall  his  other  children 

chah,  the  daughter,  or  rather  IQ  different  cities  of  his  king- 

and-daqghter  of  Abiihalom,  doQi.    His  hiftory  was  writteii 

y  whom  he  had  four  fons,  by  the  prophets  Iddo  and  Sh^i 


E 


the  eldeil  of  whom  he  preferi-    maiah  (5). 

(5)  1  Chron.  xi.  18.  ad  fin.  ^  xii.  i^ 
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army  of  men  which  had  faithfully  adhered  to  the  fervic^  of 
both.    Jeroboam :was  too  hardened  a  politician  to  fuffer 
himfelf,  or  his  men,  to  be  intimidated  by  fuch  reproaches. 
Whilft  he  feemed  to  give  the  king  of  Judah  the  hearing, 
he  had  ordered  a  bodv  of  men   to  wheel  round  the  hill 
and  furprife  him  in  the  rear,  whilft  he  himfelf  attacked 
bim  in  front ;  and  this  ftratagem  was  fo   pun£tually  ex- 
ecuted, that  Abijah  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  the  enemy 
before  he  was  aware  of  their  defign.    This  furprize  occa- 
fioned  a  great  outcry  in  his  army,  and  would,  in  all  like- 
lihood, have  produced  an  univerfal  panic,  had  not  they 
found  means  to  gain  over  a  great  number  of  the  Ifraelites  \ 
of  whom,  however,  there  fell  five  hundred  thoufand  on  the 
fpot :  Abijah  purfued  his  viftory,  and  retook  feveral  con-  Difeais 
fiderable  places,  particularly  Beth-el,  and  weakened  Je-   JtroboanCs , 
roboam  fo  much,  that  he  never  could  recover  his  ftrength  ^^^J'* 
during  the  fcort  remainder  of  Abijah*s  reign,  which  did 
not  exceed  three  years  (B)» 

Afa  fucceeded  Abijam  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Jero-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
boam.     He  was  a  religious  prince }  and  as  the  ten  firft    .'393' 
years  of  his  reign  were  blefled  with  peace,  he  fpent  a  ^^^^  ^^^* 

treat  part  of  that  time  in  purging  his  kingdom  from  the 
eathenifh  abominations,  which  his  predeceflbrs  had  in*  jya's 
introduced.    So  fincere  was  his  zeal  in  that  great  worky  rtign  \ 
that  he  depofed  his  own  mother  for  patronizing  idolatry,  ^^  P^^^y* 
and  erefting  a  grove  for  the  worfliip  of  fome  idol,  which 
he  caufed  to  be  deftroyed,  with  all  the  othet  monuments 
of  irreligion,  except  the  high-places,  which  he  endeavour- 
<ed  in  vain  to  aboliih.     He  alfo  put  his  whole  kingdom  in 
a  good  pofture  of  defence,  by  fortifying  feveral  important 
places,  and  entertaining  an  army  of  five  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  men  :  three  hundred  thoufand  of  thefc 
were  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  famous  for  handling  the  tar- 

fet  and  fpear ;  the  reft  were  chiefly  of  Benjamin,  cele- 
ratedfor  their  uncommon  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  the 
fiiield  and  bow.  His  riches  increafing  with  his  might, 
he  adorned  the  temple  with  a  quantity  jof  gold  and  filver 
TefTels,  in  the  room  of  thofe  which  the  king  of  Egypt  had 

(B)    Abijah    left    fourteen  bis  father,  inftead  of  ferving 

wives  and    twenty-two    fons,  God  with  the  ifincerity  of  Pa- 

and  was  fucceeded    by   Afa.  vid.    About  two   years  aftei 

His  hiftory  was  written  by  the  Jeroboam   alfo    died,    having 

prophet  Iddo.     All  that  is  fur-  reigned  in  Ifrael  twenty-two 

cher  recorded  of  him  is,  that  years,    and  was  fucceeded  by    ' 

he  foUiowed  the  finful  ways  of  his  fon  Nadab.. 
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Yr.  of  Fl.  carried  away.  In  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign  Nada^ 
fucceeded  Jeroboam  in  Ifrael ;  but  nothing  happened, 
remarkable,  during  his  two  years  reign,  except  his  cleav-* 
ing  to  the  fins  of  his  father,  and  his  being  killed  at  the 
fiege  of  Gibbethon,  a  fortrefs  belonging  to  the  Phi-» 
lilunes,  by  Baaiha,  a  man  of  the  tribe  of  Ifiachar, 
who,  having  feized  upon  the  kingdom,  deftroyed.  the 
whole  race  of  Jeroboam,  according  to  the  prophet's  pre- 
diftion  ^ 

At  length  Afa  faw  his  kingdom  attacked  by  a  prodigious 
army  of  Cufhites,  with  Zerah,  the  Ethiopian,  at  their 
head.  Afa,  who  trufted  more  in  God  than  in  his  own 
ftrength,  was  not-  terrified  at  this  numerous  hoft^  but 
boldly  marched  againft  them  to  Mereftiah ;  where,  in  a 
pitched  battle,  he  totally  routed  the  Ethiopians,  and  re-* 
turned  to  Jerufalem  laden  with  their  fpoil.  Soon  after 
his  arrival  he  facrificed  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  booty 
to  the  fervice  of  God.  He  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  him- 
fclf  encouraged  by  a  prophet,  and  to  fee  multitudes  flock 
to  him  from  feveral  of  the  revolted  tribes,  whom  either 
his  zeal  or  fuccefs  drew  away  from  Baaflia,  the  new-made 
](ing  of  Ifrael. 

It  was,  probably,  this  continual  defeQion  which  pro-^ 
duqed  a  feries  of  (kirmifhes  between  the  two  kings,  and 
obliged  Baafha  to  build  the  fortrefs  of  Ram  ah,  to  ftop  the 
communication  between  the  two  kingdoms.  He  wa«i. 
then  leagued  with  the  king  of  Syria ;  and  Afa,  afraid  of 
engaging  two  fuch  powerful  enemies,  found  no  better  ex- 
pedient than  to  bribe  Benhadad  to  break  his  alliance  with 
the  king  of  Ifrael,  and  to  caufe  fome  powerful  diverfion 
in  his  dominions.  To  this  end  he  fent  him  all  the-  gold 
that  he  cOuld  find,  both  in  his  own  treafury  and  in  that 
of  the  temple  ;  which  had  fuch  an  influence  upon  the 
Syrian  king,  that  he  took  all  the  fenced  cities  of  the  tribe 
of  Naphtali,  and  obliged  Baaflia  to  defift  from  his  enter- 
prize  to  go  and  defend  his  own  territories  •.  As  foon  a^ 
he  had  departed  from  Ramah,  Afa  iflTued  out  a  procla- 
mation, commanding  his  fubjefts  to  tranfport  all  the  ma-» 
terials  of  that  fortrefs  to  Geba  of  Benjamin,  and  to  Miz- 
peh,  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  to  ufe  them  in  fortifying 
thofe  two  places  (C).     He  died  in  the  forty-firft  year  of 

hi 
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hadad, 


His  death* 


'  z  Kings,  XV.  27,  Sc  feqq.  •  i  Kings,  xv.  iS,  &  feqq. 


^ 


(C)  The    prophet  Hanani 
reproved  Afa  tor  his  weaknefs, 


in  feeking  help  from  Benhadad, 
when  he  had  been  fo  lately 

viftoriou? 
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Us  relgni    and   was    fucceeded  by    his   fon   JehoOia- 
phat. 

Baafha,  all  this  while,  continued  to  pradife  the  ido-  Yr.  of  FU 
latties  of  Jeroboam,  and  was  engaged  in  conftant  wars    .  '**pi, 
with  the  king  of  judah,  when  Jehu,  the  fon  of  Hanani,      "^^^    ^* 
G9J0QC  from  the  Lord  to  tell  him,  that  fmce  he  had  imitated  _l' 

bis  predcceflbr  in  his  fin,  he  ftould   likewife  fhare  in  his 
punifhment,  and  be  cut  off  with  his  pofterity.     Baafha 
died  foen  after,  and  was  fucceeded  bv  his  fon  Elah,  who 
afcended  the  throne  in  the  twenty-uxth  year  of   Afa's 
reign  :  he  had  fcarce  reigned  two  years  before  he  felt  the 
iefie£ts  of  Jehu's  predi£kion  i  he  was  then  at  the  ficge  of 
Gibbethon,  where  Zimri,  who  commanded  his  chariots,   EUth,  king 
flew  him,  and  fe:ized  upon  his  kingdom.     Zimri's  reign   ofl/rael, 
lafted,but  feven  days,  Omri,  another  general  ofKcer,  being   f'^^f'*'^  ^ 
chofen  king  by  the  army  5  yet  found  he  time  enough,  in    ^  ^*^^h 
that  fhort  fpace,  to  deilroy  the  whole   race  of  Baafha, 
even  to  his  remoteft  relations.    Omri  left  Gibbethon,  and 
went  to  befiege  him  in  Tirzah ;  but,  before  he  could  en- 
ter that  city,  Zimri  went  into  the  royal  palaeie,  and  fet- 
ting  it  on   fire^  periihed  in  the  flames  \    however,  he 
reigned  long  enough  to  ihew  himfelf  unworthy  of  the 
kingdom,  by  his  propenfity  to  Jeroboam'sldolatry  ^ 

Omri  had  another  competitor  in  Tibni,  the  fon  of  Gi- 
nath,  whom  one  part  of  the  people  had  ekQed  king :  but 
thefa£lion  of  Omri,  being  much  the  ftronger,foon  perfuskU 
cd  the  reft  to  join  with  them  5  fd  Tibni  was  killed,  and 
Omri  reigned  unrivalled.  This  revolution  happened  in 
the  thirty-firft  year  of  Afa*s  reign. 

During  the  firft  fix  years  of  his  government,  Tirzah 
bein?  then  the  royal  place  of  refidence,  Omri  bought  the 
hill  Someron,  or  Samaria,  o^  one  Shemer,  for  two  talents 
pf  filver,  and  built  upon  it  the  city  of  that  name,  which 
he  made  afterwards  the  metropolis  of  his  kingdom.  We 
kavc  nothing  more  recorded  of  him,  except  that  he  reigned 


1 1  Kings,  xvi.  i,  &  feq'.  ad  18. 


vi^riouB  over  the  Ethiopian  the  text  does  not  fay.'    The 

hoft;  but   the  king,   by  this  book  of  Kings    barely    fays, 

time  grown  impatient,  by  rea-  that  he  was  buried  with  his  an- 

fon  Ota  diflemper  in  his  feet,  ceftors  ;  but  that  of  Chronicles 

was  fo  exafperated  at  his  bold-  adds,  that  he  was  embalmed, 

ncfs,  that  he  call  him  into  pri-  and  laid  upon  a  Hately  bed, 

ibn.    He  was  likewife  guilty  covered  with  fpices  and  odori- 

of  fome  cruelties  towards  other  ferous  drugs* 


perfoDS,  upon  what  pretence 


fix 
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Yr.  of  FI.  fix  years  in  Samaria,  in  all  the  profligacy  of  his  predecef* 
1430.       fors  i  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ahab^  who  proved 
Ante  Chr.   jj^jy  ^^^^  wicked  than  any  of  them  ". 

^'^'  Ahab  began  his  reign  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  Afa's  ; 

Ahahking    ^^^  unlawful  marriage  with  Jezebel,  the  daughter  of  Eth- 

$fJfraeL  baal,  king  of  Zidon,  proved  a  conftant  fource  of  idola^ 
tries  and  wicked  deeds.  He  fuffered  her  to  introduce 
the  worfhip  of  the  Zidonian  deities,  which  confifted  in 
human  facriGces,  and  in  the  moft  abominable  ceremonies* 

V      f  Fl        Whilft  Ahs^b  and  his  idolatrous  queen  were  propagating 
'•  j^^    *  their  impieties  in  Ifrael,  and  murdering  all  thofe,  whether 

Ante  Chr.  prophets  or  others,  who  dared  to  cenfuTie  their  conduS, 

9I4:*       Jehofhaphat,  who  fucceeded  Afa  about  the  latter  end  of 

'  "■  the  fourth  year  of  Ahab's  reign,  was  employed  in  dcftroy- 

Zfik^'      *"S  idolatry,  and  promoting  the  pure  worfliip  of  God  in 

ofJudA.  hi^  o^^  kingdom,  with  fuch  zeal  and  application,  that  it 
drew  upon  him  and  his  people  the  greateft  profperity  and 
fuccefs.    He  was  thirty-five  years  old  when  he  began  his 

Hispiity,  reign ;  and  the  firft  ftep  he  took  was  to  pull  down  all  the 
monuments,  of  idolatry  and  fodomitical  groves,  which  his 
father  had  not  been  able  to  abolifli.  In  the  third  year  of 
his  reign  he  fent  fome  of  the  chief  officers  of  his  court, 
with  a  competent  number  of  priefts  and  Levites^  with 
copies  of  the  Pentateuch,  to  inftru£l:  the  people  through* 

widfiuafi.  ^^^  his  kingdom.  At  the  fame  time  he  fortified  all  the 
coafiderable  places  of  the  land,  and  put  garrifons  in  them, 
as  well  as  in  tbofe  which  his  father  had  taken  from  the 
kings  of  Ifrael.  Befides  thefC)  he  maintained  an  army  of 
above  one  million  of  fightine  men.  In*  a  word,  he  was 
foprofperous  and  powenul,  that  none  of  his  enemies  dared 
,  to  moleft  him  :  the  Philiftines  and  Arabians  were  tribu- 
taries to  him,  andjiis  allies  were  ftill  increafing  his  wealth 
by  their  prefents  *. 

Thus  it  fared  with  that  religious  prince  and  bis  fuln 
je£U,  whilft  war  and  famine  were  the  reward  of  Ahab's 
impiety  in  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael. 
Ffiiak's  At  the  end  of  three  years  Elijah  prefented  himfelf  to 

m€tUtfg       Obadiah,  governor  of  Ahab's  houfe,  as  he  was  going  in 

nuith  Oba-  fearch  of  fome  frefh  fprings  of  water,  to  fave   that  little 
,  ^'«^»  cattle  they  had  left,  whilft  the  kin^  himfelf  went  another 

way  upon  the  fame  errand.  Obadiah  was  a  pious  man, 
and  had  expreflTed  uncommon  zeal  for  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
by  faving  a  hundred  of  his  prophets  from  Jezebels  fury, 
and  fupporting'  them  with^food  in  their  concealment  dur* 
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ing  the  whole  time  of  the  famine*  As  foon,  therefore^ 
as  hefaw  Elijah,  he  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  received  him 
with  profound  refpe£k ;  but  when  the  prophet  bid  him 
go  after  the  king,  and  acquaint  him  with  his  arrival,  he 
modeftly  excufed  himfelf  from  executing  fo  dangerous  a 
meflage :  '*  For,  added  he,  there  is  fcarce  a  nation  or 
kingdom  from  which  Ahab  has  not  exa£led  an  oath,  to 
bring  you  back  to  Samaria,  wherever  you  may  be  found.'* 
But,  upon  the  prophet's  promifing,  tnat  he  would  fhew 
himfeli  to  the  king,  Obadiah  went,  and  informed  him  of 
Elijah's  return,  andhispromife  of  a  fpeedy  rain.  Elijah  andJUuik. 
accordingly  appeared,  and  the  firft  greeting  between 
Ahab  and  him,  was  fuch  as  might  be  reafonably  expe£):ed 
between  a  wicked  haughty  monarch,  and  a  perfon  of  that 
prophet's  charaflrer.  Aftermutual  inve£bives,  Elijah  defired 
that  all  Ifrael  might  be  gathered  together  at  Mount  Car- 
mel^  with  all  the  priefts  of  Baal,  whom  Jezebel  main^ 
tained.  Thefe  being  aflembled  accordingly,  he  reproved 
the  people  for  halting  between  two  opinions,  and  divid« 
ihg  their  fervice  between  God  and  Baal.  **  You  fee,  faid  Elijah's 
he,  that  I  am  the  only  prophet  of  the  Lord  that  is  left,  xeata* 
and  thofe  of  Baal  are  four  hundred  and  fifty ;  let  them  ^^'^ 
offer  up  a  bullock  to  Baal,  and  I  will  ofier  up  another  to  ^^ ' 
^he  God  of  Ifrael ;  and  let  the  deity,  whofe  facrifice  is 
confumed  by  a  miraculous  fire,  be  henceforth  the  only 
objedi  of  your  worihip,"  As  foon  as  the  people  had  ex- 
prefied  their  aflent  to  his  propofal,  the  priefts  of  Baal 
were  ordered  to  begin.  They  hewed  their  bullock  in  , 
pieces,  and  laid  it  upon  the  altar,  and  called  upon  Baal, 
from  morning  till  noon ;  but  receiving  no  anfwer  to  their 
invocations,  they  began,  according  to  their  cuftom,  to 
cut  themfelves  with  knives,  till  the  blood  ran  down  upon 
the  ground  ^.  All  this  while  Elijah  plied  th^m  with  the 
moft  biting  farcafms,  bidding  them  to  cry  louder,  for  Baal 
no  doubt,  was  a  great  God,  and  would  hear  them,  un- 
lefs  he  were  either  afleep,  or  more  advantageoufly  em- 
ployed. At  4ength,  about  the  time  of  offering  the  even- 
ing-facrifice,  he  reared  up  an  altar  of  twelve  ftones,  ac- 
cording to  the  Mofaic  law,  and  laid  the  wood  and  viflim 
upon  it ;  then  caufing  a  deep  trench  to  be  dug  round  it, 
he  ordered  the  ai&ftants  to  pour  water  upon  the  altar 
till  the  trench  was  overflowed,  Thefe  fteps  being 
taken  he  called  upon  God  with  a  loud  voice,  beg-** 
jy^ing  of  him  that  he  would  fliew  himfelf  to  the  whole 
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pA)plc,  to  be  the  only  God  of  the  univcrfc  ;  a  fire  dart- 
ing down  from  heaven,  immediately  coufumcd  the  vic- 
tim, wood  and  ahar,  and  dried  up  all  the  virater  in  the 
trenches ;  at  fight  of  which  phaenomena,  the  people  fell' 
upon  their  faces,  and  cried  out,  *^  The  Lord  is  the  only 
God.'*  The  prophet  thiai  addrefliog  himfelf  to  the  pco* 
pie,  told  them,  that  if  they  were  really  convinced,  they 
ought  to  feize  thofc  falfe  prophets,  the  priefts  of  Baal, 
who  had  feduced  them  from  the  worfhip  of  Gted,  to  fervc 
that  filthy  deity,  and  taking  them  to  the  brook  Krfhoni 
put  them  all  to  death.  Th^e  people  obeyed  this  injunc- 
tion ;  and  Ahab,  wheHier  the  late  miracle  made  him  a 
profelyte,  or  he  thought  it  dangerous  to  check  their  zeal, 
made  no  efforts  for  their  prefervation.  But  when  he 
reached  his  palace,  he  acquainted  his  queen  with  what 
had  happened  at  Carmel,  and  what  ftiameful  check  her 
favourite  deity  had  received,  in  fight  of  all  Ifrael.  One 
would  expefl,  that  the  long  wiflied-for  rain,  obtained  by 
the  prophet's  prayer,  might  have  comforted  her  for  that 
misfortune,  and  havc'infpired  her  with  an  uncommon  re- 
ffcQ:  for  his  perfon ;  but  it  happened  quite  otherwife, 
and  the  death  of  fo  many  of  her  prophets  threw  her  into 
fuch  a  rage,  that  flie  vowed  to  fend  the  author  of  it  after 
diem  by  the  next  day ;  fo  that  Elijah  was  forced  a  fecond 
time  to  fly  for  his  lire. 

By  that  time  Ahab  had  reigned  eighteen- years,  Ben- 
hadad  king  of  Syria  came  at  the  head  of  thirty-two  petty 
kings,'  and  a  numerous  army,  and  laid  fiege  to  Samaria; 
where,   notvrithftanding  his  great  forces,  and  the   arro- 
Ahah^svic'  g^J^ce  with  which  he  threatened  both  city  and  king,  he 
toryandge-  was  repulfed  by  a  handful  of  men,  who  fallied  out  at 
mrojitj.       mid-day,  with  Ahab  at  their  head,  a^d  forced  him  to  fly 
with  prodigious  lofs.    He  endeavoured,  in  the  coiirfe  of 
the  following  year,  to  retrieve  his  credit ;    and  was  de- 
.  feated  again  by  the  Ifraelites  with  a  terrible  flaughter,  he 
himfelf  having  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  prifoner  in 
the  city  of  Aphek :  but,  upbn  his  fending  from  thence  a 
fubmiffive  meffage,  Ahab  received  him  with  amazing  con- 
defcenfion  into  his  chariot,  and  brought  him  to  his  pavilion, 
where  they  made  an  alliance  together ;   after  which,  he 
generoufly  difmiffed  him  without  ranfom.    The  particu- 
lars of  thefe  two  famous  actions  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
hiftory  of  Syria.     As  foon  as  Benhadad  was  departed,  one 
of  the  fons  of  the  prophets  prefented  himfelf  before  Ahab, 
his  face  befmeared  with  blood  and  duft  :  .  he  complained, 
tliat  during  the  a£lion,  a  Syrian  prifoner  had  been  com- 
mitted 
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ttiitted  to  his  cufto'dy,  with  a  ftrift  charge  not  to  let  him 
cfcape,  under  pain  of  death  j  but  that,  whilft  he  bufied 
himfelf  about  different  things,  the  prifoner  was  fled, 
and  himfelf  now  in  danger  of  being  punifhed  for  his  ne- 
gleft.  Ahab,  who  believed  the  fa£t  to  be  really  as  he 
told  it,  made  no  fcruple  to  pronounce  him  guilty  oi 
death  ;  but  the  prophet,  wiping  his  face,  and  difcovering 
himfelf  to  the  king,  foon  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  he 
had  pafled  fentence  againft  himfelf;  and  that  fince  he  had 
left  fo  powerful  an  enemy  of  Ifrael  to  go  free,  when  God 
had  delivered  him  into  his  hand,  his  life  fliould  pay  for 
that  of  his  prifoner.  Ahab  was  ftruck  with  fuch  furprize 
at  the  boldnefs  of  the  ftratagem,  that  he  went  away  to  Sa- 
maria full  of  grief  and  indignation  " :  neverthelefs,  he 
kept  his  word  with  the  king  of  Syria,  till  that  prince,  de- 
taining Ramoth-Gilead,  a  city  which  belonged  to  Ifrael, 
contrary  to  his  promife,  afforded  him  a  pretence  for  in- 
vading his  territories  about  three  years  after  th'e  laft  pa- 
cification "... 

In  the  mean  time,.  Ahab  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fe-  NaBotk 
duced  by 'Jezebel  to  an  inhuman  deed,  which  proved  fatal  murdtreai 
to  him  and  his  whole  family.  Naboth,  an  inhabitant  of 
Jezreel,  had  a  vineyard  contiguous  to  th6  palace,  which 
Ahab  offered  to  buy,  or  exchange  for  another  piece  of 
ground,  intending  to  make  an  herb-garden  of  it  for  his 
houfe ;  but,  as  it  was  reckoned  fcandalous  to  fell  an  in- 
heritance, Naboth  was  uncourteous  enough  to  refufe  the 
ofibr.  Jezebel,  incenfed  at  his  obftinacy,  fent  a  letter  to 
the  elders  of  Jezreel,  fealed  with  the  king's  fignet,  com- 
manding them  to  proclaim  a  faft,  and  to  hire  fome  pro- 
fligate wretches  to  fwear  treafon  and  blafphcmy  againft 
Naboth,  for  which  he  (hould  be  ftoned  to  death.  The 
Jezreelites,  not  daring  to  difobey  her  order,  fent  her 
word  foon  after  of  Naboth's  death,  and  fhe  acquainted 
Ahab  with  it  5  but,  whilft  he  was  taking  poffeflion  of  the 
ground,  the  prophet  Elijah  came  to  him  from  God, 
foretold  the  deftruftion  that  this  murder  would  bring  , 
upon  him,  upon  Jezebel,  and  upon  his  whole  houfe ; 
that  the  dogs  Ihould  lick  his  blood,  where  they  licked 
that  of  Naboth  ;  that  Jezebel  fhould  be  devoured  by  dogs, 
and  all  his  pofterity  utterly  cut  off.  This  dreadful  fen- 
tence fo  alarmed  the  king,  that  he  rent  his  cloaths,  re- 
turned home  overwhelmed  with  grief,  and,  by  a  timely 
repentance,  obtained  a  gracious  refpite  \  fo  that  the  ca- 
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lamities  that  were  to  fall  upon  Jiis  houfe,  did  hot  iia^|)tffl 
till  after  his  death  ^. 

All  this  time  Jehofhaphat  enjoyed  profound  peacCy  and 
fpent  his  tipie  partly  in  ftrengthening  his  kingdom,  and 
promoting  his  n^val  trade,  and  partly  in  making  the  pro-* 

Eer  regulations  for  the  utter  abolifhing  of  idolatry.    He  ia 
lamed  only  in  two  particulars  of  his  condud,  namely^ 
his  not  totally  demolilhing  the  high**places,  and  his  mak-» 
ing  alliance  and  affinity,  with  Ahab  (I).    It  was  in  c6nfe-« 
quence  of  this  laft  connexioti,  that  he  came  down  to  Sa-* 
maria  to  pay  a  vifit  to  that  prince,  having  left  the  care  of 
his  kingdom  to  hisfon  Jehoram.  By  this  time,  Ahab  had  re^ 
fplved  upon  taking  Ramoth-Gilead  from  the  Syrians  ;  he 
therefore  feized  this  opportunity  of  afking  his  royal  gueft 
to  aflift  him  in  the  enterprize  \  the  other  readily  confented, 
but  defired  firft  of  all,  that  God  might  be  confulted  con- 
AhaVs  ex*  cerning  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.     Ahab  immediately 
fedttion  a-  affembled  four  hundred  of  his  prophets,  at  the  gate  of 
gamfl  Ra-    Samaria,  where  the  king  of  Judah  and  he  fat,  each  on  a 
**^  ftately  throne  \   and,  upon  his  afking  the  queftion,  they 

one  and  all  promifed  him,  that  he  would  prove  vi£)x)rious  ^ 
but,  they  fpoke  with  fuch  eagernefs  and  afTurance,  a&  ren- 
dered them  fufpeded  to  Jehoihaphat,  who  therefore 
begged,  -that  if  there  were  any  other  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
he  might  be  fent  for  and  confulted.  There  was  indeed 
fuch  a  man  as  he  defired,  Micaiah  the  fon  of  Imlah  ;  but 
his  known  veracity  had  made  him  too  odious  to  the  king: 
however,  he  was  obliged,  in  complaifance  to  Jehofhaphat, 
to  fend  for  him  ;  and  he,  being  before  acquainted  with 
the  flattering  promifes  of  the  falfe  prophets,  did  likewife 
anfwer,  in  a  jocofe  tone,  that  the  expedition  would  not 
fail  of  fuccefs ;  but  the  king,  obferying  that  he  did  not 
fpeak  ferioufly,  adjured  him  to  tell  the  truth  in  the  name 
of  God :  upon  which,  Micaiah  declared,  that  he  would 
certainly  lofe  the  day,  with  his  life ;  that  his  army 
would  be  defeated;  and  that  God  had  fufFered  his  prophets 
to  be  poflefled  with  a  lying  fpirit,  that  he  might  go  and 
meet  his  death  where  he  expected  a  viftory.    The  king, 
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(I)    This  affinity  confided  great  mifchiefs  in  Judah ;  and 

irrfufFering  his  fon  Jehoram  to  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  named 

marry  Athaliah  the  daughter  Ahaziah,  who  afterwards  fuc- 

of  Ahab,  a  moil  wicked  prin-  ceeded  his  father. 
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however,  wag  fo  far  from  being  deterred  by  tbis  fpeech,  Yr.  of  FI. 
that  he  ran  refolutely  upon  his  own  ruin  y  and  Jehoftia-    -  HS'- 
phat,  being  too  eafily  perfuaded  to  accompany  him,  nar-       g^  ^^^* 
V)wly  efcaped  fliaring  in  the  lame  fate.     Ahab,  wounded  , 

by  a  random  fliot,  died  in  the  evening.     As  foon  as  his  His  ill/uc'' 
death  was  known,  his  generals  caufed  a  retreat  to  be  ceff  ami 
founded  through  his  army,,  and  both  fides  withdrew  be-  ^<«'*« 
fore  night.    The  king's  corpfe  was  brought  to  Samaria, 
and  buried  in  the  royal  fepulchre ;  and  his  bloody  armour, 
chariot  and  hamefs,  were  brought  to  a  pool  in  that  place 
to  be  walhed,  where  the  dogs  coming  to  lick  his  blood,  . 
verified  Elijah's  prophecy. 

Jehofhaphat,  on  the  other  hand,  having  thus  happily 
efcaped,  returned  to  Jerufalem;  and,  in  the  way,  was 
met  by  the  prophet  Jehu,  who  reproved  him  in  the  fe- 
vered terms,  for  entering  into  a  confederacy  with  the  im- 
pious king  of  Ifrael ;  and  the  king,  become  fenfible  of  his 
error  by  his  late  danger,  endeavoured  to  retrieve  it  by  a 
more  afliduous  application  to  every  thing  that  related  ei- 
ther to  religion,  or  the  good  of  his  kingdopi.  With  this 
view,  he  made  a  progrefs  through  a  great  part  of  it,  dili-*  - 
gently  examined  how  the  prielxs  inflru£ted  the  people ; 
how  the  judges  and  magiftrates  adminiftered  juftice ;  and 
every  where  exhorted  them  to  their  duty,  with  a  zeal 
wormy  of  fo  good  a  prince  p. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ahaziah,  who  had  fucceeded  his  Yr.  of  Fl; 
father  Ahab,  both  in  his  kingdom  and  idolatry,  happened       »45»- 
to  fall  through  a  grate  in  his  dining-room,  about  the  fe-  Ante  Cbr. 
cond  year  of  his  reign,  and  was  fo  hurt  by  the  fall,  that'      ^  ' 
his  li^  was  defpairedof.    In  this  extremity,  he  fent  mef-  ' 

fengers  to  confult  Beelzebub,  the  deity  of  Ekron,  about 
his  recovery ;  but  thefe  were  met  by  Elijah,  who  fent 
them  back  with  this  aiTurance,  that,  fince  he  had  fent  to 
the  god  of  Ekron,  as  if  there  had  been  no  God  in  Ifrael 
worth  confulting,  he  fhould  never  leave  his  bed,  till  he 
was  carried  to  his  grave.  Attheir  return,  they  2|cquainted 
the  king,  that  they  had  met  a  prophet,  who  fent  them 
back  with  a  fentence  of  death  from  the  Lord  ;  and,  upon 
their  defcribing  him,  that  he  was  a  hairy  man,  girt  with 
a  leathern  girdle,  he  knew  him  to  be  Elijah,  and  died  foon 
after,  according  to  his  prophecy  *i.  During  his  fliort  reign^ 
the  Moabites,  who  had  been  tributaries  to  Ifrael  ever  fince 
Jeroboam's  defection,  rebelled  againft  him  ;  wherefore, 
when  his  brother  Jehoram  came  to  the  crown,  he  fent  to 
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beg  the  affiftaiice  of  Jehoihaphat,  who  made  no  (ctnpU^ 
upon  fuch  an  occafion,  to  go  in  perfony  and  help  to  reduce 
them.  It  was  well  for  Jehoram,  that  he  had  fo  good  a 
prince  with  him  ;  for,  when  the  army  was  ready  to  periih 
with  thirft,  £li{ha>  at  his  requeft,  obtained  a  miraculous 
fupply  of  water,  which  at  once  refreflied  the  confederate 
army,  and,  by  the  red  reflexion  it  occafioned  at  fun<« 
rifing,  fo  terrified  the  Midianitifli  hoft,  that  Ifrael  gained 
9  complete  vi£);ory. 

At  length,  tpwards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  Jehoflia* 
phat  faw  his  kingdom  invaded  by  the  Ammonites  and 
Moabites,  with  a  mixed  multitude  of  other  nations,  who 
poured  in  with  fuch  velocity,  that  they  had  already  ad-* 
vanced  as  far  as  Hazazon-Tamar,  or  Engedi,    that  is^ 
within  thirty-fix  miles  of  his  capital,  before  he  knew  any 
thing  of  their  approach.    In  this  emergency  he  had  re-< 
courfe  to  God,  proclaimed  a  general  fail,  and.  went  at 
the  head  of  the  people,  who  were  aflembled  at  Jerufa-' 
lem  upon  that  occafion,  to  the  temple ;    where,  having 
implored  the  divine  afliilance,  in  a  humble  and  pathetic  - 
prayer,  he  was  anfwered  by  the  prophet  Jahaziel,  that 
God  would  fpeedily  deliver  him  from  thofe  invaders  in 
f\ich  an  extraordinary  manner,  that  he  ihould  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  feize  upon  their  fpoil.   Accordingly,  next 
morning,  the  king  went  out  againit  them  with  a  fmall 
army,  whom  he  ftill  encouraged,  as  they  marched,    to 
rely  wholly  upon  God.    Accordingly,  their  enemies  were 
feized  with  a  kind  of  panic  phrenzy,  flaughtering  one  an- 
other with  great  fury,  till  they  were  all  cut  ofi^-     The 
plunder  they  found  among  the  ilain,  being  more  than 
they  could  well  carry,  they  only  cbofe  out  the  richeft, 
which  they  were  three  days  m  gatheriilg.     On  the  fourth, 
they  halted  at  a  convenient  valley,  to  return  thanks  to 
heaven  for  their  vi£kory ;  and  from  that  day  the  place  Mras 
called  the  Valley  of  Berakah,  or  bUffing,    The  army,  in 
their  return  to  Jerufalem,  marched  to  the  founds  of  mu- 
fical  inftruments,  accompanied  with   canticles  fung  by 
Levites ;    foon  after  which  event,  Jehofhaphat  ended  his 
days  in  peace '  (K). 

Je- 

•  a  Chron.  xx,  i-»3o. 


(K)  Some  time  before  his 
death,  Ahasdah,  who  was 
then  kilig  of  Ifrael,  and  as 
impious  as  his  father  Ahab, 
obtained  his  coufent  to  fend 


fome  fhips  of  his  own  to  Tar* 
Ihifti  along  with  his  fleet ;  for 
which  condefcenfion,  Jehofha- 
phat was  feverely  rebuked  by 
the  prophet  £liezer,  who  fore- 
told 
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Jehoram,  who  had  borne  a  fliare  in  the  government  of  Yr,  of  FU 
Judah  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  father's  reign,  no       '459" 
fooner  faw  himfelf  alone  upOn  the  throne,  than  he  began        1^       • 
Io  undo  all  that  his  pious  father  had  done,  and  to  bring  ^* 

lipon  himfelf  and  his  houfe  all  the  curfes  that  bail  beeii  judah  and 

fronounced  againft  that  of  his  father-in-law.     Judah  and  Ifraet  im* 
frael  fecmed  now  but  one  kingdom,  and  one  fcene  of  ^''fo^ '« 
idolatry  and  wickednefs.     They  were  both  governed  by  ^  ''"''CX* 
kings  of  the  fame  name.     Jehoram,  king  of  Judah,  was 
influenced  by  his  wife  Athaliah,  the  impious  daughter  of 
Ahab ;  and  Jehoram,  king  of  Ifrael,  was  direfted  by  his 
mother  Jezebel :  this  proceeded  in  all  the  abominations 
of  his  father;  and  that  introduced  them  into  his  own 
kingdom,  after  they  had  been  abolifhed  by  his  two  prede- 
ceflbrs  ;  both  bringing  down  the  heavieft  judgments  from 
heaven ;  the  one,  by  forfaking  the  ways  of  his  pious  far- 
ther ;  and  the  other,  by  continuing  in  thofe  of  his  impious  ^ 
parent. 

JehoHiaphat  had  left  a  numerous  iiTue,  and  diftributed 
his  fons  in  feveral  cities  of  Judah,  under  proper  tutors, 
with  appointments  fuitable  to  their  rank;  but  he  wa« 
fcarce  cold  in  his  grave,  before  his  impious  fon  fignalized 
the  beginning  of  his  reign  with  the  maflacre  of  them,  and  . 
of  all  the  nobles  of  his  kingdom,  who  either  dared  to  op- 

{)ofe,  or  diflike  his  cruelty*.  After  this  barbarous  pre- 
ude,  being  wholly  influenced  by  his  queen,  he  gave  hhn* 
felf  up  to  idolatry  5  and  eftablifhed  the  worfhip  of  Baal, 
through  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  the  metropolis,  in 
imitation  of  his  father-in-kw.  For  thefe  crimes  he  was 
feverely  reproved  in  a  letter  by  Elijah*  a  little  before  that 
prophet's  aflTumption  * ;  wherein  was  foretold,  among  many 
other  evils,  the  almoft  total  extirpation  of  his  pofterity, 
and  the  king's  own  death  by  an  incurable  difeafe  in  his 
bowels  *». 

The  firft  token  of  the  divine  difpleafure  which  he  felt,  Edwins  fi^ 
was  the  revolt  of  the  Edomites,  who  refufed  to  pay  him  nalre*voH 
the  ufual  tribute.     Jehoram  went  out  againft  them,  and  f^^^  V^^^^* 
defeated  them ;  but  they  foon  recovered  ftrength  enough 
to  Ihake  off  the  yoke,  and  to  fct  up  a  king  of  their  own  : 
thus  verifying  Ifaac*s   prophecy,    that  £fau'8  pofterity 

«  %  Chron.  xxi.  i,  U  feq.       «  %  Kings,  paflT*       ^  %  Cbron.  xxi. 
14,  &  feqq. 

told    the    lofs   of  that  fleet,  vcr  in  the  fequel,  let  any  of 

which  happened  accordingly ;  the  ihips  of  Ifirael  mix  with  hit 

£)r  which  reafon  he  would  ae«  own. 
Vol.  IL  Yi  iheiM 
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fhould  in  time  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  Jacob.  At  the  fame 
time,  Libnah)  belonging  to  the  priefts,  in  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  and  upon  the  frontiers  of  Idumaeai  revolted  from 
Jehoram  :  but  thefe  revolts  were  only  the  preludes  of  the 
judgments  that  were  to  fall  upon  him.  His  kingdom  was 
prefently  after  invaded  by  the  Philiftines  and  Arabians^ 
who  penetrated  even  to  Jerufalem,  and  carried  off  all  the 
*riches  of  that  metropolis,  together  with  Jehoram's  wives, 
and  all  his  fons,  except  only  Jeboahaz,  who  waa  the 
youngeit,  and  fucceeded  him  on  the  throne.  Jehoram 
was  foon  after  feized  with  an  incurable  difeafe  in  his 
belly,  probably  a  bloody-flux,  which  lafted  two  years,  and 
weakened  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  his  bowels  came 
out,  and  he  died  with  extremity  of  pain  (N)« 

Whilft  Judah  groaned  under  thefe  difafters,  Eliiha  wag 
working  wonders  for  Ifrael.  He  performed  a  miraculous 
cure  upon  Naaman,  a  famous  general  of  the  king  of 
Syria,  and  difcovered  all  the  fecrct  defigns  of  that  prince 
to  the  king  of  Ifrael ;  thus  preventing  tlie  Syrians,  for 
fome  time,  from  fucceeding  in  their  attempts  againft  him;^ 
But  at  length  Benhadad  advanced,  not  by  ambufhes  and 
ftratagems,  as  formerly,  but  with  a  numerous  hoft  ;  and 
befieged  Samaria  fo  clofe,  that  it  began  to  labour  under  a 
very  fevere  famine ;  infomuch  that  an  afs's  head  was  fold 
for  fourijpore  pieces  of  iilver,  and  a  fmall  meafure  of 
pulfe  (O)  for  five.    How  long  this  (lege  had  lafted^  is  not 

eaiy 


(N)  He  reigned  eight  years, 
four  with  his  father  Jehoftia- 
phat,  and  the  other  four  by 
nimfelf:  his  difeafe  having 
rendered  him  incapable  of  go- 
▼ermng  bis  kingdom,  he  was 
obliged  to  make  his  fon  Jehoa- 
haz,  otherwife  called  Ahaa^iah, 
viceroy,  who  fucceeded  him 
about  a  year  after,  and  in  the 
twelfth  of  Jehoram  king  of  If- 
rael (i). 

(b)  As  mofi  tranflations 
have  rendered  the  word  chir- 
jonim  by  don^e^s  dungy  they  have 
given  commentators  a  vaft  deal 
of  trouble  to  find  out  fuch  an 


ufe  for  it,  as  might  anfwer  this 
^xceffive  price,  that  a  mea- 
fure, which  held  but  fix  eggs, 
fiiould  fell  for  above  eleven 
ihiUings.  It  were  endlefs  to 
mention  all  their  various  con* 
jedhires :  we  have  therefore 
followed  the  learned  Bochart's 
verfion,  who  proves,  that  the 
word  among  other  things,  fig;> 
nifies  a  kind  of  peas,  common, 
in  all  thofe  countries,  which 
the  Jews  in  particular  ufed  to 
parch  over  the  fire  for  food. 

As  to  what  we  read  farther^ 
that  an  afs*s  head  was  fold  for 
upwards  of  nine  pounds  of  our 


r 

(i)  ^  Chron.  3^xi,  iS,  &  feqq«    Vide  Ufiier.  Anni  fttb  A  M  3bi5» 
&  3118. 
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Ifeafy  to  gueft  5  but  what  might  increafc  thi§  grievoiiS'  fa- 
mine^ was,  that  it  begun  fome  years  before  in  the  land, 
^  infomuch  that  Elifha,  who  timely  forefaw  it,  fent  his  kind 
hoftefs  the  Shunamite,  of  whom  we  fhall  have  occafion  to 
ipeak  hereafter,  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  feek  for  food 
.  where  flie  could  find  it,  whilft  he  himfelf  tarried  in  the 
.  college  of  the  prophets,  and  now  and  then  afforded  them 
a  miraculous  fupply,  till  the  Syrian  army  forced  him  into' 
the  city.  By  this  time  the  extremity  to  which  Samaria  Agreixt 
was  reduced,  feemed  either  to  have  obliterated  all  the  f^^ine, 
former  fervices  of  that  prophet  in  the  mind  of  the  king ; 
or,  more  probably,  to  have  rendered  him  fufpefted  of  be- 
ing gained  over  to  the  Syrian  intereft,  fince  he  fufFered 
the  city  to  labour  under  thefe  di£Bcultie$,  without  inter- 
pofing  his  miraculous  power,  as  upon  ^  other  occafions. 
His  fufpicion  at  length  broke  out  with  unufual  fury,  upon 
the  following  dreadful  occafion :  the  king  was  taking  a 
melancholy  turn  round  the  walls  of  the  city,  when  a  wo- 
man came  to  him,  and  begged  f or  juftice  againft  another, 
whom  (he  had  admitted  to  eat  a  fhare  of  her  child,  upon 
condition  that,  when  they  had  made  an  end  of  him,  the 
other's  fhoiild  be  likewife  killed  and  drefled  to  fupply  their 
common  want ;  but  now  the  fecond  refufed  to  fulfil  her  pro- 
mife,  and  had  concealed  her  infant  in  order  to  preferve 
its  life.  Such  a  fhocking  tale,  accompanied  wifh  all  the 
marks  of  defpalr,  could  not  but  fill  the  diftreflied  monarch 
with  the  utmoft  horror ;  he  rent  hiscloaths;  difclofed  his 
£e{h  covered  with  fackcloth  ;  and,  fwearing  that  Eliiha's 
head  0iould  pay  for  the  diftrefs  of  the  people,  fent  im- 
mediately ah  officer  to  take  it  off.  Elifha,  aware  of  hi$ 
defign,  was  complaining  of  the  king's  cruelty  to  the  el- 
ders of  Ifrael,  who  were  at  his  houfe,  juft  as  the  mefien- 
ger  of  death  entered.  However,  the  prophet  found 
means  to  detain  him  at  the  door,  till  the  king  himfelf  ap- 
peared. After  the  prophet  had  reprefented  to  him  the  in- 
juilice  of  punifhing  an  innocent  perfon,  for  a  calamity 
which  was  fent  from  above,  he  defired  him  to  have  but 
patience  till  next  day,  by  which  time  there  would  be  fuch 
a  fupply  of  provifion  in  Samaria,  that  a  bufhel  of  fine 
flour  ihould  be  fold  for  a  ihekel  of  filver,  and  the  reft  in 
proportion. 

money,  though  it  was  an  un-^  that  time,    to  their  extreme 

clean  creature,  and  forbidden  want  of  provifion,  which,  i|i 

by  the  law  of  Mofes ;  we  muft  all  fuch  cafes,  may  be  allowed 

attribute  the  eating  of  it  at  to  difpenfe  with  law* 

F  f  2  Th^ 
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The  prcdiftion  was  verified  accordingly:  tliat  very 
night  feme  lepers,  who  lodged  on  the  outfide  of  the  gate, 
almoft  pcriihing  with  hunger,  refolved,  whatever  might 
befal  them,  to  ,go  into  the  Syrian  camp*  in  hopes  to  mid 
either  fome  fupply  of  food,  or,  at  the  worft,  a  fpeedicr 
death  than  that  of  ftarving.  They  entered  it  without  hcfi- 
tatjon,  and  were  furprifed  to  find  the  tents  full  of  provi- 
fions  and  baggage,  but  empty  of  foldiers.  As  foon  as 
they  had  fatisned  their  hunger  with  what  they  found  at 
hand,  they  returned  and  communicated  the  news  to  the 
famifhed  Samaritans.  The  king,  at  firfl,  fufpedied  it  to 
be  a  ftratagem  of  the  Syrians,  contrived  to  intice  him  out 
bf  the  city;  but,  upon  his  fending  a  party  to  examine 
farther  into  the  matter,  he  found,  that  the  enemy  had 
really  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  ^nd  left  their 
tents,  horfes,  and  baggage.  On  the  preceding  night  it 
feems  the  Lord  had  excited  an  extraordinary  noife  of 
chariots,  horfes,  and  armour,  which  made  them  conclude, 
that  Jehoram  had  hired  the  kings  of  Egypt,  and  othei 
neighbouring  nations,  to  come  to  his  affiftance*  This 
fuppcfition  ^read  fuch  an  univerfal  panic  through  the 
whole  camp,  that  they  did  not  fo  much  as  flay  to  mount 
their  horfes,  but  fled  in  the  utmoO;  confufion  ;  kaving, 
befides  an  immenfe  variety  of  rich  plunder,  fuch  a  (Quan- 
tity of  provifions,  that  a  meafure  of  fine  flour  was  fold 
for  a  ihekel,  and  the  reft  in  proportion,  at  the  gate  of  Sa- 
maria, according  to  the  word  of  £li(ha.  At  the  fame 
time  a  nobleman,  who  had  ventured  to  declare  againft 
the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  unexpe£^ed  plenty,  and  had 
been  anfwered  by  the  prophet,  that  he  Ihould  fee  it  with- 
out tafting  of  it,  being  appointed  by  the  king  to  ftand  at 
the  city  gate,  to  prevent  any  diforders,  was  trampled  to 
death  by  the  multitude  K  . 

Soon  after  this  unexpeAed  deliverance,  the  prophet, 
whether  out  of  difconteht,  or  bv  divine  impulfe,  took 
the  way  to  Damafcus,  where  the  king  lay  quite  exhaufted 
through  old  age,  fatigues,  and  difappointments.  What 
the  defign  and  refult  of  the  vifit  were,  the  reader  may 
fee  in  the  hiftory  of  Syria.  In  the  mean  time  the  king  of 
Ifrael  entertained  himfelf,  during  his  abfence,  with  the 
recital  of  Eliflia's  wonderful  adions,  from  the  mouth  of 
his  fervant  Gehazi ;  who,  among  other  things,  was  giv- 
ing hini  an  account  of  his  raifing  the  child  of  his  Shuna- 
mitifli  hoftefs  to  life ;  and  of  his  fending  her  and  her  fa- 
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mily  to  feek  their  bread  out  of  the  kingdom,  during  the 
{even  years  of  famine*  He  had  fcarce  made  an  end  of 
the  ftory,  when  the  woman  herfelf  came,  in  a  lucky 
hour,  to  petition  the  king  for  her  land,  which  had  been 
confifcated  during  her  abfence ;  and  gave  Gehazi,  who 
prefently  called  her  to  mind,  an  opportunity  of  being 
l)oth  her  evidence  and  advocate.  So  many  favourable  cir- 
cumftances  could  not  but  render  hev  fuit  fuccefsful :  but 
the  king  even  granted  her  more  than  fhe  aiked  ;  and  or- 
dered, that  ihe  (hould  have  not  only  her  land,  but  like- 
wife  the  feven  years  income  of  it  refunded '. 

By  this  time  Hazael  having  murdered  Benhadad,  and  Yr.  of  Fl. 
invaded  his  throne,  according  to  the  word  of  Elifha,  Je-       1464* 
horam,  who  was  then  at  peace  with  the  king  of  Judah,   "^^It  ^^^* 
thought  it  a  favourable    jun£lure   to     try  his  fortune  ^' 

againft  Ramoth-Gilead,  which  his  father  had  attempted  jfhoram^s 
in  vain.  He  fent  at  the  fame  time  to  Ahaziah,  who  had  [eamd  ex* 
fucceeded  his  father  in  Judah,  and  invited  him  to  accom-  pedition  «• 

Eany  him  in  that  enterprize.     Ahaziah,  who  was  then  Z^^fi^f*^ 
ut  twenty-two  years  of  age  (P),  being  the  youngeft  of  all  ^^ '  ^" 
his  brethren,  who  had  been  carried  away  captive  in  his 
father's  days,  was  wholly  condufled  b^  his  mother  Atha- 
liah,  and  by  fuch  councillors  as  ihe  pleafed  to  appoint; 
And,  as  he  followed  all  the  impious  ways  of  his  father, 
he  made  no  difficulty  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  with  the 
king  of  IfraeU    This  expedition  feemed  at  firft  more  fuc- 
cefsful than  the  former  \  but,  in  the  event,  it  proved  the 
fatal  fource  of  endlefs  misfortunes  to  Ifrael,  by  giving 
Hazael  an  occafion  of  exercifing  all  thofe  cruelties  which 
had  been  foretold  by  Eliflia.     Neither  did  it  prove  lefs 
f^tal  to  Jehoram ;  the  city  was  indeed  taken,  but  he  him- 
/elf  was  fd  defperately  wounded  in  the  attack,  that  he  j/^  /j 
was  forced  to  return  to  Jezreel  to  be  cured ;  leaving  Jehu  ^omndtd 
at  the  head  of  a  number  of  forces,  to  fecure  the  place,  '^^*- 
whilfl;  the  king  of  Judah  probably  returned  to  Jerufalem. 
In  the  mean  time  Eliiha  fent  one  of  the  young  prophets 
to  Ramoth,  where  he  ordered  him  to  anoint  Jehu  king  of  Jehu  «• 
Ifrael  privately ;  and  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  appointed  ntnnted. 

1  %  Kings,  vjii.  5,  U  feq.    See  UCber.  Ann.  fub  A.  M.  3110. 

V 

(P)  The  book  of  the  Chro-  years  not  of  his  age,  but  of  the 

nicies    makes  him   begin  his  time  which  had  elapfed  from 

reign  in  the  forty -fecond  year  Omri's  coming  to  the  crown, 

of  his  age;  but  that  is  allowed  to  the  reign  of  Ahaziah,    as 

to  be  an  error,  unlefs  we  will  Tremellius  does,  which  amount 

underfiand     thofe     forty-two  juil  to  that  number. 
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by  God  to  execute  his  vengeance  againft  the  whole  race 
of  Ahab,  even  to  the  impious  Jezebel,  whofe  carcafc 
fhpuld  (bortiy  be  devoured  by  dogs,  whiift  all  the  seft  of 
his  family  were  condemned  to  peri(b  by  his  fword.-  The 
prophet  had  no  fooner  executed  his  commiflion,  and 
poured  the  oil  upon  his  head,  than  he  fled  out  of  the 
tent  with  all  fpeed,  to  avoid  farther  examination.  When 
Jehu  came  forth,  his  officers  alked  what-bufinefs  that 
mad  man  had  with  him;  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  ac-> 
quainted  them  with  the  fecret^  they  all  paid  their  homage 
to  him,  and  proclaimed  him  king  of  Ifrael  by  found  of 
the  trumpet.  But  Jehu  did  not  think  proper  to  difclofe 
his  defign,  till  he  had  reached  Jezreel,  and  furprifed  the 
wounded  king  before  he  could  be  in  a  condition  to  op- 
pofe  him.  Thither  he  rode  with  all  fpeed,  at  the  head  of 
his  men ;  and  when  he  came  within  fight  of  the  place,  the 
watch  acquainted  the  court  with  the  arrival  of  the  infur- 
gents*  The  frightened  kipg  fent  two  meffengers  fuccef- 
fivcly,  to  enquire  whether  or  not  they  came  peaceably, 
But  Jehu  ordered  them  both  to  turn  behind  his  chariot. 
The  centinel  having  informed  the  king  of  this  circum- 
ftance,  he- communicated  it  to  the  king  of  Judah,  who 
was  come  to  vifit  him ;  and  thefe  two  moparchs  went 
with  their  guard  againft  Jehu,  who  by  that  time  was 
known  from  the  furious  velocity  with  which  his  chariot 
was  driven.  The  place  where  they  met  was  the  vine- 
yard, for  which  Naboth  had  loft  his  life ;  and  here  Jeho- 
ram  aiked  him,  whether  he  came  peaceably ;  but  Jehu 
foon  gave  him  proof  of  the  contrary,  by  upbraiding  him 
with  his  and  his  mother  Jezebel's  murders  and  idolatries, 
and  by  putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  offence.  The 
frighted  monarch  cried  out  iri  vaiii  to  Ahaziah,  that  they 
were  betrayed  :  before  he  could  turn  his  chariot  about  to 
T/ii  kings  ^void  his  enemy,  Jehu  pierced  his  heart  with  an  arrow, 
of  Ju<iaA  and  ordered  one  of  his  captains  to  caft  his  body  into  Na- 
ani^  Ifrael  both's  field,  there  to  be  devoured,  according  to  the  word 
kilie^bj  Qf  Eiij^jj^  At  the  i'ame  time  the  king  of  Judah,  terrified 
'  •  .at  the  tragedy,  endeavoured  to  avoid  fharing  his  brother's 
fate,  by  flying  through  the  private  road  that  led  to  the 
garden-houfe  ;  but  Jehu  ordered  a  detachment  to  purfue 
him,  by  which  being  overtaken  at  the  afccnt  of  Gur,  he 
received  divers  mortal  wounds,  of  which  he  died  as  foon 
as  he  had  reached  the  city  of  Megiddo.  Thence  he  was 
carried  to  Jerufalem,  and  buried  with  his  anceftorgj  hav- 
ing r^igued  one  year^  and  leaving  only  one  fopj  a  phild, 
*  who 
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who  afterwards  facceeded  *him,  when  he  was  yet  but 
ieven  years  of  age. 

Whilft  Jehu's  troops  went  in  purfuit  of  Ahaziah,  Jehu 
himfelf  matrched  direiftly  towards  the  royal  palace  of  Jez- 
reel,  where  Jezebel,  the  queen-mother,  by  that  time  in- 
formed of  her  fon's  fate,  was  waiting  to  give  him  fuch  a 
haughty  welcome,  as  did  not  well  fuit  with  her  prefent 
circumilances ;  but  {he  hoped,  perhaps,  that  he  would 
ihew  fome  regard,  if  not  to  her  quality,  at  lead  to  her  fex ; 
perhaps  alfo  me  thought  thatfhe  had  flill  charms  enough, 
in  fpite  of  her  years,  to  captivate  the  new  monarch,  efpe- 
cially  after  (he  had  improved  them  by  art,  and  with  the 
richeft  ornaments.  She  was  looking  out  of  a  window 
when  J^u  entered  the  palace,  and,  in  a  haughty  tone, 
afked  him,  whether  he  expe£l:ed  a  milder  recompence  of 
his  rebellion,  than  his  predeceffor  Zirari  had  formerly 
received?  Jehu  ftaid  not  toigive  her  an  anfwer ;  but  ob- 
ferving  fome  eunuchs  ftanding  on  each  fide,  he  com- 
manded them  to  throw  her  out  of  the  window.  They 
forthwith  obeyed  his  order;  fome  of  her  blood  was 
daihed  againft  the  wall,  her  body  trampled  to  death  by  the  jezthel 
horfes  that  were  in  his  retinue,  and  afterwards  devoured  killed. 
by  dogs- 

.  The  prophet's  fenteace  was  not  yet  fulfilled :  the 
whole  race  of  Ahab  was  included  in  the  prediction,  and 
he  had  left  feventy  fons,  who  were  all  brought  up  under 
governors  in  Samaria.  Jehu,  therefore,  did  not  think  fit 
to  enter  that  capital,  till  he  had  tried  whether  the  chief 
magiftrates  of,  it  had  courage  enough  to  undertake  any 
thing  for  the  pofterity  of  their  late  king*  To  this  end  he 
fent  letters  to  them,  feemingly  to  exhort  them  to  make 
choice  of  one  of  the  braveu  of  Ahab's  fons,  and  to  fet 
him  upon  the  throne^  But  they,  who  rightly  guefied  at 
the  meaning  of  fuch  a  mefiage^  chofe  rather  to  facrifice 
that  unhappy  ra^e  to  Jehu's  fuccefsful  valour,  than  to  run 
the  riik  of  turning  it  againft  themfelves.  He  no  fooner 
underftood  their  inclination,  than  he  fent  them  an  order 
to  put  all  the  young  princes  to  death,  and  to  bring  their  Set^mi^ 
heads  in  baikets  to  him  by  the  next  day ;  an  order  which  y^«^  <?/ 
was  punftually  executed.  The  bloody  prefent  being  fent  ^^ab  killed, 
to  Jezreel  that  very  night,  Jehu  ordered  them  to  be  laid 
tn  heaps  at  the  gate  of  Samaria ;  and  next  morning  the 
elders  of  that  city  came,  and  prefented  themfelves  before 
him.  As  foon  as  he  faw  them,  he  fpake  to  them  to  this 
efFeft.:  **  In  all  probability  you  look  upon  me  as  the  fole 
author  of  all  this  bloodfhed,  as  the  murderer  of  your  late 

Ff4       ^  king. 
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king,  and  the  iifurper  of  his  throne  \  but  if  I  confpired 
againft  Jehoram,  did  not  you  murder  all  thefe  young 
princes,  in  whofe  defence  you  might  have  ftood,  if  you 
had  thought  fit  ?  Know  ye,  therefore,  that  neither  you 
nor  I  have  done  more  than  executed  the  fentence  which 
had -been  pronounced  againft  Ahab*s  pofterity.  But  I 
have  not  finiihed  my  talk,  as  long  as  there  remains  any  of 
his  kinfmen,  counfellors,  priefts,  or  any  of  the  abettors  of 
his  crimes."  Accordingly,  thefe  were  all  put  to  death 
before  he  departed  from  JezreeU 

Jehu  then  took  the  road  to  Samaria,  and  in  his  way 
rtet  forty-two  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Judah,  going  down 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  Ahab,  all  of  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  flain  upon  the  fpot.  After  this  mafiacre, 
he  met  with  Jehonadab,  the  fon  of  Rechab  (S),  and  carried 
him  in  his  chariot  to  Samaria,  that  he  might  be  an  eyew 
witnefs  of  his  zeal  againft  the  impious  worfhippers  of 
BaaK 

When  he  arrived  at  that  capital,  he  caufed  a  fblemn 

feaft  to  be  proclaimed,  pretending  great  zeal  for  that 

deity;  and  ordered  all  its  pri^ils,  prophets,  and  votatiea 

to  be  prefent  at  it,  on  pain  of  death.     As  foon  as  they 

were  aflembled  in  fuch  numbers  as  filled  the  temple,  he 

commanded  a  body  of  troops  %o  rufh  in,  and  put  them  all 

.  to  the  fword,  in  the  midft  oiF  their  woHhip.     After  this 

(laughter,  he  buried  all  the  idols  and  ornaments ;  and  the 

'^^'         building  being  demolifhed,   the  place  became  a  common 

^umUd'    J^^^®*    ^^^  ^^^  metropolis  was  not  the  only  place  in  which 

fimtd.   *    temples  and  altars  had  been  raifed  to  Baal ;  ,the  infedion 

had  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  he  ntr^ 

cleared  of   this  fpecies  of  idolatry.     God  being  well 

pleafed  with  his  zeal,  fent  a  prophet  to  aflure  him,  that 

the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  fhould  remain  in  his  pofterity  till 

the  fourth  generation.     Happy  would  it  have  been  for 

Yr.  of  Fl.  him,  if  this  promife  had   encouraged  him  to  extirpate 

1491.       likewife  the  worihip  of  the  golden  calves  of  Dan  and 

8*  6     *  Beth-el ;  but  he  followed  Jerobpam's  politics  as  long  as  ho 

^         lived.    For  this  reafpn,  Gqd  rcfplved  to  cut  Ifrael  ihort, 

(S)  The  Rechabites  were  a  tents.     They  abdained  from 

fet  of  religionifts,  who  diflin*  wine,  rejeded  all  worldly  pofs 

guifhed  themfelyes  by  aufle-  feffions,  and  would  not  even 

^ity  of  manners.    They  would  en^ploy  themfelves  in  any  kind 

not  dwell  in  citirss,  nor  even  of  agnculture(i), 
in  houffss^   but    fojourned  in 

(ij  Jercm,  xx^cv,  ^,  7. 

pv^i^ 
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even  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign-;  fo  that  Hazael  . 
prevailed  againft  them,  and  took  a  great  number  of  towns 
from  the  two  tribes  and  a  half  on  the  other  fide  of  Joiw 
dan,  faefides  fome  other  frontier  towns  on  this  fide  ;,  and 
ravaged  all  the  places  he  came  to,  putting  all  the  inhabit- 
ants to  the  fword  in  the  moft  inhuman  manner^  as  we 
have  feen  in  the  Syrian  hiftory.  Jehu  dying  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  was  buried  in  Samaria^ 
and  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jehoahaz  *.  - 

Whilft  Jehu  was  thus  laudably  employed  in  aboliihtng  Athaliak's 
the  worihip  of  B^al  in  Ifrael,  the  impious  Athaliah  ufed  impious 
her  utmoft  endeavours  to  extirpate  that  of  the  living  God,  ^^i^$ 
and  even  the  remembrance  of  it,  out  of  Judah.    The 
death  of  her  fon  Ahaziah,  and  of  forty-two  princes  of  his 
houfe,  followed  by  that  of  Jezebel,  e^£ied  by  a  perfon    - 
newly  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Ifraetin  confeqUence  of  the 
divine  command,  filled  her  with  fuch  abhorrence  both  of 
the  race  and  the  God  of  David,  that  (he  refolved  not  to  andjU^g^* 
flieath  her  fword,  until  (he  had  totally  extirpated  the  one,  ^^  o/Da' 
and  invalidated  all  the  promifes  of  the  other.    But  whilft  ^'^'  '*^'* 
(he  was  wreaking  her  fury  againft  the  fad  remains  of  the 
houfe  of  Judah,  Providence  conducted  thither  Jehofheba, 
the  daughter  of  the  late  king  Joram,  married  to  the  high-* 

i)rieft  ^hoiada^  This  pious  princefs  found  means  to 
ave  young  Joafh,  her  brother  Ahaziah's  fon,  who  was 
then  but  a  year  old,  from  Athaliah's  fword,  and  to  con* 
vey  him  and  his  nurfe  out  of  the  palace,  unperceived  by 
tliat  cruel  queen.  This  infant  prince  was  conveyed  into 
the  temple,  where  he  was  brought  up  under  Jehoiada's 
care,  and  kept  with  the  utmoft  privacy  till  he  was  feven  >•'•> 

years  old.  During  this  interval,  Athaliah  tyrannized 
over  Judah  without  controul,  filling  Jerufalem  with 
blood,  and  deftroying  the  fervants  of  the  true  God,  that 
(he  might  more  effe^ually  eftablifh  the  worfhip  of  Baal 
through  the  kihgdom.  By  this  time  her  murders  and  im- 
pieties were  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  that  Jehoiada  faw 
himfelf  forced  to  put  a  ftop  to  them,  by  producing  the 
only  remains  of  David's  race,  at  once  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple, that  Go4  was  ftill  mindful  of  his  promife  to  that  holy 
monarch,  by  mrraculoufly  preferving  him  from  the  com-  joafi  is 
mon  ruin.  This  high-prieft  privately  conveyed  into  the  preftr^td, 
temple  fome  of  the  chiefs  and  elders  of  Judah,  upon  whofe 
fidelity  he  could  depend.  Having  bound  them  under  the 
j^ri£left  oaths  of  fecrecy,  he  prefented  their  young  mo- 

f  %  Kin^^s  X'  per  tot.     ^Coinpi  2  Kings  zi.  %*    %  Chron.  xxii.  it. 

narch  \ 
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Yr.  of  Fi.  narch ;  told  them  by  what  means  he  had  been  fayed ; 
1470*       and  exhorted  them  to  ftand  now,  if  ever,  in  the  defence 

^^^9^^'  of  their  true  fovereign,  of  their  religion  and  liberty.  The 
^  '  .  chiefs  received  theie  tidings  of  their  preferved  king  with 
equal  joy  and  furprize.  To  give  him  an  immediate  proof 
of  their  zeal  and  attachment,  thev  took  an  oath  of  fidelity 
to  him,  promifing  the  high-prieft,  that  they  would  raife 
forces  without,  whilft  he  ftrengthened  himfelf  in  the 
temple,  by  retaining  and  arming  all  the  priefts,  Levites> 
and  Nethinims.  All  thefe  fteps  were  taken  with  fuch 
fecrecy  and  difpatch,  that  the  temple  was  foon  filled  with 
armed  men,  to  whom  Jehoiada  appointed  their  feveral 
poils ;  by  which  time  the  generals  without  had  raifed  a 
fufficient  number  of  troops,  ready  to  fecond  them  upon 
the  firfl  fignal.  On  the  day  appointed,  the  young  mo- 
narch was  brought  out,  and  condu£ied  into  the  prieft's 
porch,  attended  with  a  numerous  train  of  armed  Levites* 

^crvwfh  There  being  anointed  and  crowned  bv  the  high-priefl,  who 
likewife  adminiftered  to  him  the  ufual  oath  upon  the  fa- 
cred  volumes^  he  was  feated  upon  a  throne,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  homage  and  loud  acclamations  of  the  people  ; 
and  that  facred  place  echoed  with  the  found  of  ^^  Long 
live  king  Joafh  P* 

Athaliah,  alarmed  at  this  noife,  ruflied  into  the  porch^ 
where  feeing  the  young  king  enthroned,  and  furrounded 
by  fuch  a  number  of  armed  men,  ihe  rent  her  garments, 
exclaiming  *'  Treafon  I"  Jehoiada,  fearing  left  his  zealous 
Levites  fhould  pollute  that  facred  place  with  her  blood, 

MtkaUah  is  ordered  her  to  be  hurried  out  of  it,  and  put  to  death. 

JUu».  Then  the  king  was  conduced  from  the  temple  to  the 

royal  palace,  and  the  news  of  this  happy  change  was 

Eroclaimed  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  high-prieft 
eing  now  in  great  efteem  both  with  king  and  people^ 
took  hold  of  this  happy  jund;ure  of  the  public  joy,  to 
root  out  once  more  the  worfhip  of  Baal.  They  began 
with  the  temple  of  that  idol,  where  having  facrificed  Ma* 
than,  the  infamous  prieft,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  thev 
pulled  the  whole  fabric  to  the  ground ;  nor  did  they  defift 
until  they  had  likewife  deftroyed.all  the  other  temples, 
ailtars,  and  monuments  of  that  idolatrous  worfhip,  which 
Athaliah  and  her  predecefTors  had  reared  up,  both  in  Je- 
rufalem  and  Judah.  Jehoiada  likewife  employed  his  in- 
fluence in  making  a  new  reformation  at  court,  and  in  the 
temple,  by  naming  thofe  who  had  fhewed  the  greateft 
bravery  and  zeal  in  the  late  revolution,  to  the  higheft 
pofts  in  the  government  \  and  by  reftoring  that  regularity 

in 
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in  the  divine  fervice,  which  had  been  interrupted  during 
the  reigns  of  fo  many  impious  monarchs.  He  in  parti- 
cular prohibited  all  ftrangers,  and  idolatrous  apoftates, 
from  entering  the  temple  of  God;  and  appointed  porters 
at  the  gates,  to  prevent  all  unclean  perfons,  of  what  kind 
foever,  from  being  admitted  ^. 

Joafh,  who  was  proclaimed  king  in  the  feventh  year  joaflTs  ^ 
of  his  age,  continued  to  teflify  his  grateful  fenfe  of  the  fittyand 
Divine  Providence,  by  his  uncortimon  zeal  for  the  wor-  «^«^ 
fhip  of  God,  during  the  life  of  the  high-prieft.    One  of 
his  firft  cares,  after  ^  he  was  come  to  age,  was  to   repair 
the  dilapidations  which  had  been  made  in  the  temple. 
To  this  end  he  ordered  the  priefts  and  Levites  to  make 
their  yearly  circuits  through  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and 
to  raife  voluntary  contributions  among  the  people,  befides 
the  poll  and  redemption-money,  to  be  employed  in  iiniih- 
ing  thofe  repairs.    But  the  priefts,  who  looked  upon  the 
latter  as  part  of  their  own  revenues,  executed  his  orders 
with  fuch   reluftance,   that  he  was  forced  to  difcharge 
them  at  once,  and  to  commit  the  whole  care  of  the  mo- 
ney and  repairs  to  the  high-prieft,    and  other  proper 
officers.    But  Joalh's  zeal  did  not  long  furvive  Jehoi- 
ada's  life.     That  good  old  prieft  died  in  the  hundred  and 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age.   In  honour  of  his  faithful  counfel,  ^ 
and  fignal  fervices  to  the  king  and  nation,  he  was  buried     \Jl^ 
in  theroyal  fepulchre  of  Jerufalem;  and  with  him  feemed  Ante  Chr, 
to  expire  the  remembrance  of  all  that  he  had  done.     Soon       850. 
after  his  death,  the  bafe  princes  of  Judah, .  tired  with  dif-  - 

fembling  a  zeal  for  God,  which  that  pontiff's  authority 
had  only  forced  them  to  profefs,  came  and  proftrated 
themfelves  before  the  king,  defiring  that  they  might  have 
leave  to  return  to  their  old  way  of  worfhip,  which  they 
had  been  ufed  to  in  former  reigns.     The  king,  ^leafed,  Joafi  and 
perhaps,  with  their  uncommon  fubmifEon,  having  readily  ^"  ^^'V* 
granted  their  requeft,  they  immediately  forfook  the  tern-  q[^^ 
pie  and  worfliip  of  God,  and  fet  up  new  altars  to  thofe 
filthy  idols,  which  they  had  formerly  been  ufed  to  worfliip 
in  their  groves  with   the  moft  abominable  ceremonies. 
This  ungrateful  apoftacy, ,  after  fo  fignal  a  deliverance, 
was  not,  however,  punifhed,   till  they  had  been  often 
forewarned,  by  feveral  prophets,  of  the  miferies  which 
it  would  bring  upon  them  (Y).    But  when  they  proved 

deaf 
c  %  Kings^  xi«  paiT.    %  Cbron.  zxiii.  pafl". 

( Y)  Among  thofe  prophets,    and  his  nobles,  was  the  high- 
1^)10  oared  to  reprove  the  king    priefl  Zechariah,  the  worthy 

fOA 


444 

Yr.  of  Fl. 

1509. 

Ante  Cbr. 

S39. 

^he  king  of 
Syria  in^ 
nfodes  J  Ml' 
dalu 


Joajb  is 
wmrdired* 


Joajb  fuC" 
ttididby 


The  Htflory  of  the  Jews 

deaf  to  all  thofe  diyine  admonitionsy  God  ftirred  up 
againft  them  the  Syrian  king,  who  began  to  commit  fevere 
outrages  In  Judaea ;  whilil  the  cowardly  Jews,  though 
much  fuperior  in  number,  were  delivered  into  his  hands, 
as  a  punifhment  for  their  idolatry.  Hazael,  flufhed  with 
his  fuccefs  againil  Judah,  advanced  again  ft  Jerufalem, 
and  made  a  terrible  flaughter  among  thofe  Jewifh  princes 
who  had  been  the  firft  authors  of  that  defediion.  The 
king  himfelf  found  no  other  way  to  efcape  iharing  their 
fate,  but  by  ftripping  the  temple,  and  his  own  palace,  of 
all  their  treafure,  and  giving  it  as  a  ranfom  to  the  Syrian 
conqueror,  who,  thus  gratified,  left  Jerufalem,  and  re* 
turned  to  Damafcus  *.  Joaih,  however,  did  not  efcape 
the  divine  vengeance ;  though  he  then  laboured  under  a 
grievous  difeafe  ^  his  fervants  confpired  againft  him,  and 
murdered  him  in  his  bed,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  bis 
reign,  then  crowned  his  fon  Amaziah  in  his  ftead  (Y). 

Amaziah  fucceeded  him  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his 
age,  by  which  time  Jehoahaz,  the  fon  of  Jehu,  having 
reigned  feventeen  years  in  Ifrael,  had  left  the  kingdom  to 
his  fon  Joa(h.  During  this  period  nothing  confiderablc 
had  happened  in  that  kingdom,  except  that  their  idoW 
tries  had  alfo  expofed  them  to  the  cruel  6ppxeffions  of 
the  king  of  Syria,  till  Jehoahaz 's  repentance  and  prayer 
obtained  a  kind  of  miracuk)us  deliverance*  "What  hap- 
pened during  his  fon*s  reign  we  fiball  fee  in  its  proper 
place.  In  the  mean  time  the  young  king  of  Jadah  cauied 
the  murderers  of  his  father  to  be  put  to  death  ;  but  the 
text  obferves,  that  he  fpared  their  children,  according  to 
the  law  of  Mofes^  Amaziah  had,  indeed,  feen  mch 
f«vere  judgments  infli£ted  upon  Joaih,  his  father,  and 

9  Comp.  a  Kings,  xii.  paiT.  &  Chron.  xxiv.  palH      t  Deut.  xxiv.  16. 


fon  and  fucceiTor  of  the  late 
Jehoiada ;  but  his  zeal  cofl 
him  his  life.  The  impious 
king  caufed  hira  to  be  floned 
to  death  in  the  very  court  of 
the  temple,  without  regard 
either  to  the  place,  or  hischa* 
ra6^er,  as  a  prophet  and  high- 
prieft,  or  to  the  great  feiTicea 
of  his  father,  to  whom  he  ow- 
ed both  his  life  and  kingdom. 
However,  Zechariah,  being 
full  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  fore- 
told,  srs  he  was  dying,    that 


God  would  fpeedily  punifh  the 
murder  upon  the  king  and 
them  ;  and  his  prediction  was 
foon  fulfilled. 

(Y)  Joa(h  was,  by  this  time, 
infuch  abhorrence  for  the  mur- 
der of  the  high  prieft,  that  he 
was  even  deprived  of  the  ro3ra] 
fepulchre ;  for,  thougb  he 
was  buried  in  the  city  of  Da- 
vid, yet  the  text  fays,  that 
they  did  not  depofit  his  body 
in  the  fepulchre  of  his  ance& 
tors,  but  in  fome  place  apart. 

Ills 
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his  spoliate  chiefs,  as  made  him,  forfome  time,  afraid  to 
imitate  them  5  though  he  forgot  them  but  too  foon,  and, 
like  Joaih,  having  begun  his  reign  pioufly  and  fuccefsfully, 
his  end  was  as  impious  and  tragical.  His  fignal  fuccefs  AmaxiakU 
againft  the  Edomites,  promifed  to  him  by  God  himfelf,  fucafs  % 
did  but  too  much  fwell  the  heart  of  that  young  monarch. 
He  had  an  army  of  three  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, 
and  hired  a  hundred  thoufand  more  of  the  king  of  Ifrael, 
when  he  was  going  upon  that  expedition ;  but  was  it 
length  prevailed  upon,  by  a  prophet,  to  difmifs  thefe  laft, 
not  without  great  refentment  and  animofity  on  their  fide, 
of  which  they  failed  not  to  give  an  ample  proof,  by  burn- 
ing and  ravaging  all  the  countries  through  which  they 
paffed  in  their  return  home.  This  outrage  broke  at  once 
all  friendfhip  between  thofe  two  monarch s,  and  pi^oved 
the  fource  of  a  bloody  war.  Happy  had  it  been  for  A- 
maziah  if  this  had  been  all;  but  that  infatuated  prince, 
after  his  viftory  over  Edom,  became  fofond  of  the  idols,  WiJb«^ 
which  he  had  taken  from  them,  that  he  caufed  them  to  ^^O'* 
be  fct  up  in  Judah  at  his  return,  and  went  fo  far  as  to 
burn  incenfe  before  them  with  his  own  hands,  and  vented 
fome  infolent  threats  to  a  prophet  fent  from  God  to  reclaim 
him  from  his  idolatry. 

Amaziah  had,  indeed,  caufe  to  refent  the  ravages 
which  the  difbanded  Ifraelites  had  committed  in  his  king- 
dom, during  his  expedition  againrt  Edom  5  and,  had  he 
been  lefs  elated  with  his  fuccefs,  might  have  taken  more 
proper  meafures  for  doing  himfelf  juftice.  On  the  'other 
hand,  Joafh  had  no  lefs  reafon  to  truft  to  his  own  valour. 
Soon  after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown,  he  had  been  pay- 
ing a  mournful  vifit  to  the  prophet  Eliflia,  who  was  then 
lying  on  his  death-bed.  He  reprefented  to  that  holy  per- 
fon  the  melancholy  ftate  in  which  he  was  going  to  leave 
the  kingdom ;  which  had  already  fuffered  the  greateft 
calamities  from  the  kings  of  Syria,  during  the  two  laft 
reigns  ;  and  the  prophet  had  prophefied  to  him,  that  he 
fliould  gain  three  fucceeding  viftories  over  that  domineer- 
ing nation".  Joafh,  therefore,  who  had,  by  this  time, 
given  fuch  fignal  proofs  of  his  courage  and  condu£):,  by 
thofe  viftories  \yhich  he  gained  over  the  Syrians,  and  by 
recovering  all  the  places  which  they  had  taken  from  his  ' 
predece£rors(Z),  could  not  forbear  exprefBng  the  utmoft 

con-i 
a  %  Kings*  xiii*  14,  &  feqq. 

(Z)  Tt  18  not  eafy  to  deter-    ries.    As  for  Elifha,  he  died 
mine  the  date  of  thefe  vi£to-    foon  after.     Some    Ifraelites 

going 
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.  contempt  of  Amaziah's  defiance*  The  anfwer  he  retuniej 
was  couched  in  the  mod  fcornful  and  mortifying  terms^ 
finder  the  allegory  of  a  defpicable  thiftle,  which,  having 
afpired  to  an  alliance  with  the  noble  cedar,  hkd,  for  bis 
ambition,  been  cruflied  under  the  feet  of  a  wild  beaft : 
he  concluded  with  adyifing  him  to  reft  contented  with 
his  late  petty  viftorics,  and  not  fuffer  his  ambition 
to  drive  him  into  a  defperate  attempt,  which  would  end^ 
in  all  likelihood,  in  the  total  lofs  of  bis  kingdom^  A-« 
maziah  was  only  the  more  exafperated  at  this  anfwer« 
Is  dtfiatid  He  immediately  took  the  field  againft  this  rival,  and 
by  the  king  iht  two  armies  met  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beth- 
iflfraeU  (hemefh,  where  Judah  was  totally  routed*  Jofephus  adds, 
that  they  were  feized  with  fuch  a  panic,  at  the  very  firft 
onfety  that  they  turned  their  backs  without  ftriking  one 
ftroke,  and  left  their  king  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror*. 
Amaziah  was  a£bually  taken  prifoner,  and  Joaih  marched 
on  with  him,  and  his  own  army,  to  Jerufalem,  where  he 
obliged  his  captive  to  buy  his  freedom,  at  the  expcnce  of 
all  the  gold  and  filver  which  were  found,  either  in  the 
temple  or  in  his  own  treafury.  Then  he  demolifhed  about 
four  hundred  cubits  of  the  city  wall,  and,  having  taken 
fome  hoftages,  returned  to  Samaria.  He  did  not  outlive 
this  vifhory  above  one  year ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Jeroboam,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  after  he  had 
reigned  fixteen  years.  As  for  Amaziah,  though  he  out- 
lived his  difgrace  about  fifteen  years,  yet  we  read  no  more 
of  him  till  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  when,  having  dif* 

X  Ant.  lib.  ix.  cap.  lo. 


Jmaziah 
taken  pri' 
fetter. 


going  to  bury  a  corpfe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Samaria,  per- 
ceived a  band  of  Moabites 
coming  towards  them,  for  fear 
of  whom  they  caft  the  dead 
body  into  £li(ha's  tomb,  and 
fled ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  had 
touched  the  bones  of  the  dead 
prophet,  the  man  revived,  and 
ran  after  them.  We  have  E- 
li(ha*s  panegyric,  in  few  words, 
in  the  book  of  Ecclefiailicus  :' 
^'  EHAieus,  fays  that  author, 
was  filled  with  the  fpirit  of 
Elijah;  whilH  he  lived,  he 
was  not  pver-awed  by  any 
prince,  neither  could  any  bring 


him  into  fubjeflion ;  no  word 
could  overcome  him ;  and, 
after  his  death,  he  prophefied, 
&c.*' 

Some  authors,  however,  not 
content  with  the  miracles  he 
had  wrought  during  his  life, 
and  after  his  death,  have  af- 
firmed that,  at  his  birth,  one 
of  the  golden  calves  pronounc- 
ed thefe  words,  with  fuch  a 
loud  voice,  that  it  was  heard 
from  Gilgal  to  Jerufalem: 
"  This  is  he  that  is  to  deiiroy 
the  carved  idols,  and  break 
the  molten  images  in  pieces.** 

covered 
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covered  a  confpiracy  that  was  fprmed  againft  him  at  Je- 
rufalenij  he  was  forced  to  flee  to  Lachifh^  where  he  was 
parfued  and  murdered  by  the  confplrators.  His  body  was 
carried  back  to  Jerufalem,  and  buried  with  his  anceuors ; 
and  his  fon  Azariah  proclaimed  in  his  (lead  '• 

Whilft  Amaziah  fpent  the  remnant  of  his  reign  in  a  kind  Yr.  of  Ft 
of  inaftive  fecurity  in  Jerufalem,  Jeroboam  II.  the  brave  ^  t^Vi 
great-gran4fon  of  Jehu,  feemed  ordained  by  Providence     "/j5,  ^* 

to  reftore  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  to  its  priftine  fplendon  His  1^ 

reign,  which  lafted  forty-one  years,  befides  thofe  ten  which  Jeroboam 
he  had  governed  in  conjunction  with  his  father,    gave  ^'*  ^j^^ 
iim  time  more  than  fufficient  to  perform  that;  noble  work,  V^^^ 
to  which  he  was  encouraged  by  the  prophet  Jonah,  the 
fon  of  Amittai  (A),    and  Hofea  the  fon  of  Been,  who 
were  contemporaries  with  him,  and  foretold,  that  he  fhould 
complete  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael,  which  his  father  had 
begun,  notwithflanding  his  cleaving  to  the  idolatries  of  his 
predeceflbrs.     Accordingly,  he  took  the  Syrian  capital, 
Damafcus,  and  Hamath,  with  all  their  territories  5    both 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Judah,  and  all  the  country 
on  the  other  fide  Jordan,  from  Hamath  to  the  fea  of  the 
plain,  or  the  Dead  Sea.    The  particulars  of  all  thefe  ac- 
tions are  unknown  to  us,  having  been  written  in .  the  an- 
nals of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  long  time  loft.     He  died  in  y^.  of  ^ 
the  forty-firft  year  of  his  reign  ;    was  buried  with  his  an-       1564. 
ceftors  m  Samaria^  and  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Zechariafa  ^.  An^  Chn 
Jeroboam's  reign  was  glorious,  with  refpeft  to  his  con-       7>4« 
quefts ;  but  it  ftands  branded  for  various  idolatries,  and  ' 

for  the  injuftice,*  luxury,  rapine,  and  other  immoralities 
which  reigned  at  that  time :  infomuch  that  the  prophets 
Hofea  and  Amos,  who  lived  in  his  days,  give  us  a  very 
dreadful  account  of  the  diforders  and  debauchery  which 
were  committed  both  in  Samaria  and  in  Ifrael,  for  they 
were  fent  to  foretel  the  total  ruin  which  the  fins  of  their 
inhabitants  would  fhortly  bring  upon  the  whole  kingdom. 
Amos,  in  particular,  went  fronr  Judah,  where  he  was  a 
common  Ihepherd,  to  denounce  the  moft  feverc  judg- 
ments againft  Ifrael,  even  to  its  total  difperfion.  Thefe 
judgments  he  foretold  under  the  types  of  grafhoppers, 
which  deftroyed  all  ther  fruit  of  the  land ;  of  a  devouring 

s   1  Kin^s  XIV.  paflim.  to  ver;  »i.     %  Chron.  xxv.  per  tot* 
*  2  Kings  xiv.  ver.  ult. 

(A)  This  is  the  fame  Jonah,    fent  to  preach  repootance  to 
or  Jonas,  as  he  is  called  in  the    the  Ninevites. 
Gofpel,  who   was  afterwards 

fire; 
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Bxt\  and  laftly,  of  a  plumbet-line»  and  tdttering-ntralf 
ready  to  bury  the  idols  of  Ifrael  under  its  ruins  ^.     For 
thefe  prophecies  he  was  accufed  to  the  king^  by  Ama« 
SEiah,  one  of  the  idolatrous  priefts  of  Beth-el^  and  by  him 
commanded  to  return  into  Judah*   He  was  forced  to  obey, 
though  not  before  he  had  denounced  this  heavy  judgment 
againft  the  meiTenger,  that  his  wife  (hould  become  an  open 
proftitute  in  the  city,  that  his  fons  and  daughters  fhould 
fall  by  the  fword,  and  himfelf  die  in  a  polluted  land, 
namely,  that  of  Aflyria ;  whither  the  ten  tribes  were  foon 
after  carried  away  captive. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       Zechariah  fuccceded  his  father  Jeroboam.     He  was  the 
1576-      great-grand-fon  of  Jehu ;    and  fo   far  was  God's  pro- 
Ante  Chr.  jy^jfg  jQ  ^jjjg  j^(j  fulfilled,  that  the  kingdom  fliould  continue 

^^^'  in  his  family  to  the  fourth  generation ;  but  we  may  date 
Zechariah,  ^^^  downfal  of  Ifrael  from  the  reign  of  Zechariah.  From 
that  time,  we  read  of  nothing  but  treafons  and  rebellions^ 
of  murders,  anarchy  (B),  and  univerfal  defolation :  Ze- 
chariah had  fcarce  reigned  fix  months,  before  he  was 
publicly  maflacred  by  Shallum,  one  of  his  own  domeftics, 
according  to  Jofephus  %  who  feized  upon  the  kingdom, 
and,  after  a  reign  of  thirty  days,  was  himfelf  murdered 
by  Menabem,  ZechariaVs  general,  in  the  metropolis  of 
.  i  Samaria.    As  foon  as  this  lad  was  feated  upon  the  throne, 

he  returned  to  Tirzah,  a  city  in  the  tribe  of  Epfaraint, 
formerly  the  refidence  of  Jeroboam  I  *.  which  place  re- 
fufing  to  open  the  gates  to  him,  he  put  all  the  inhabitants 
to  the  fword,  and  committed  the  moft  horrid  cruelties  on 
their  pregnant  women  that  ever  were  perpetrated  by  the 
vilefl:  barbarians.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he 
faw  himfelf  invaded  by  Pul  king  of  Aflyria  (C) ;   and,  as 

i»  Amos  vU.  paiHni.  c  Ant.  lib.  ix.  cap.  ii«  '  1  Kings 

xiv.  17. 

(B)  Archbifiiop  Uflier  ob-  that  this  Pul  was  the  father  of 
Curves  here,  that  there  muft  Sardanapalus,  called  from  him, 
liave  been  an  interregnum  of  Sardan-Pul ,  as  Merodach  king 
eleven  years  and  a  half  before  of  Babylon  was  called  Meror 
Zechariah  afcended  the  throne;  dach-Baladan.  Pul  is  the  firft 
without  which  fuppoiition  it  king  of  AiTyria  we  find  named 
will  be  impofiible  to  make  his  in  Scripture,  from  the  time  of 
death,  and  Shallum's  (horC  Nimrod,  and  may  be  reafon- 
reign,  coincide  with  the  thir-  ably  enough  fuppofed  to  have 
ty-ninth  year  of  Azariah  king  reigned  in  Nineveh  at  the 
of  Judah,  in  which  it  is  £ud  time  of  Jonah's  preaching, 
to  have  happened.            ^  After  all,  this  is  mere  con« 

(C)  The  hme  prelate  thinksp    je6^ure« 

lie 
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he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  head  againft  him,  he 
Svas  forced  to  buy  his  fricndfliip  at  the  price  of  a  thoufand 
talerits  of  filver,  which  he  levied  upon  the  wcalthieft  of 
his  own  fubjefts,  whom  he  obliged  tb  pay  fixty  fhekeli 
per  head.  Piil,  thus  fatiated,  returned  homewards,  and 
Menahem,  having  i-eighed  quietly  the  reirtaining  eleven 
years  of  his  lifcj  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Pekahiah,  in 
the  fiftieth  year  of  Azariah,  or  Uzziah,  king  of  Judah  ®* 

The  kingdom  of  Judah  all  this  while  ertjOyed  profound  Yr.  of  Fl. 
peace.     Azariah,    whom'  the  people  had  fet  upon  the       1538. 
throne^  immediately  after  his  father  Amaziah's  murder,   Ante  Chr. 
in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  Jeroboatai  Il's  reign,  was       ^'^* 
then  but  fixteen  years  of  age,  wholly  direded  by  Zecha-  ' 

riah,  not  the  prophet  of  that  name,  who  lived  after  their 
return  from  the  captivity,  but  ano^er,  who  is  only  known  ^^'^** 
for  the  great  \^ifdom  and  piety  of  his  counfels  to  the  young  '  '•^* 
monarch.     During  the  life  of  that  faithful  counfellor, 
Azariah  became  equally  confpicuous  for  his  zeal  againft 
idolatry,  for  imitating  the  beft  of  his  predeceifors,  and 
for  his  great  fuccefs  againft  feveral  of  his  neighbours, 
efpecially  the  Philiftines  ^     He  likewife  fortified  his  own  andfucafs. 
metropolis ;  repaired  the  wall  of  it,  which  had  been  de- 
molifhed  by  the  king  of  Ifrael ;   and  built  feveral  for- 
trefles  and  magazines  in  different  parts  of  his  kingdom, 
as  well  as  in  thofe  countries  which  he  had  taken  from  the 
Philiftines,    Arabians,    and  Mehunims  (D).    .His   army  Am^  and 
confifted  of  three  hundred  and  fcven  thoufand  five  hun-  «^5««^«^'» 
dred  men,  under  the  command  of  two  expert  generals, 
Maaziah,  and  Hananiah,   and  of  Jehiel,  his  fcribe,   or 
fecretary  of  war,  who  appointed  each  band  their  refpeftive 
turn  of  duty,  according  to  the  mufter  rolls.   Befides  thefe, 
he  had  alfo  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  officers,  all  famous 
for  their  valour  and  experience }  and  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  arms  of  all  forts,  which  he  kept  in  feveral  ftrong  ftore- 

e  1  Kings  XV.  13,  ad  2s.  ^  s  Qbron.  xxvi.  6,  &  feqq. 

(D)  Thefe  Mehunims   the  dwelt  in  another  canton  of  the 

Chaldee  paraphrafl  renders,  the  fame  province ;    and,  as  both 

inhahitanu  in  the  voildernefs  of  were  in  the  fame  neighbour^ 

Mahony  which  was  in  that  part  hood  of  Egypt)  therefore  the 

of  Arabia  Petrsea  toward  Ge*  text  adds,  that  Uzziah's  fame 

rar  and   Pharan  ;    for  which  was  fpread  abroad,  even  unto 

xeafon  dley  feem  joined  with  the  entering  into  £gypc(i). 
the  Arabians  of  Our-baal,  who 

(f )  Vtde  Bochart.  Phaleg.  lib.  ii.  cap.  23.    Lt  Clerc.  Com.  in 
loc.  &al. 
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cities  all  over  his  kingdom ;  over  and  above  a  great  num- 
ber of  new  invented  machines  for  throwing  darts,  large 
ftones,  and  other  miflllesi  from  his  towers  and  bulwarks  ^ 
which  machines  are  faid  to  have  been  contrived  by  fome  of 
his  expert  engineers.  Whilft  he  was  thus  employed  in 
his  military  affairs,  he  did  not  forget  the  bufinefs  of  agri<- 
culture :  he  had  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  fields  and  vineyards;  of  hufbandmen  and  vine- 
dreflers  :  he  built  towers  and  cots,  and  dug  wells  every 
where,  for  the  conveniency  of  his  fervants  and  cattle* 
So  that,  whether  we  look  upon  him  in  peace  or  war> 
he  feems  to  have  attained  the  height  of  glory  and  af- 
fluence. 

But  all  this  he  unhappily  loft,  by  his  attempting  to'  in- 
fringe upon  the  prieftly  office,  and  to  burn  incenfe  upon 
the  facred  altar.  He  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  then 
high-prieft  Azariah,  at  the  head  of  fourfcore  other  zealous 
priefts,  who  reprefented  to  him  in  vain,  that  it  was  a  pro- 
vince which  belonged  only  to  the  fons  of  Aaron.  The  in- 
fatuated king  would  not  defift,  till  he  felt  himfelf  fmitten 
with  leprofy  in  fuch  a  fudden  and  extraordinary  manner^ 
as  made  him  fenfible,  that  it  was  fent  from  God,  as  a 
punifhment  for  his  prefumption.  The  priefts,  as  foon  as 
they  perceived  the  firft  fymptoms  of  that  difeafe  appeal  in 
his  forehead,  were  going  to  force  him  out  of  the  temple  j 
but  Azariah  was  by  that  time  ftruck  with  fuch  terror  and 
remorfe,  that  he  faved  them  that  trouble.  He  made  what 
hafte  he  could,  not  only  out  of  that  facred  place,  but  even 
out  of  the  city,  and  went  to  live  in  a  feparate  houfe, 
where  he  continued,  infe£):ed  with  that  diftcmper,  feclud- 
ed  from  all  fociety,  and  deprived  of  the  regal  power  unto 
the  day  of  his  death  ;  after  which  he  was  buried  in  a  fe- 
pulchre,  a-part,  adjoining  to  that  of  his  anceftors^  He 
died  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  reign,  apd  the  fixty- 
eighth  of  his  age  ^  5  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jotham, 
who  had  taken  the  government  upon  him  immediately 
after  his  father's  feclufion.  The  author  of  the  Chronicles 
adds,  that  Uzziah's  hiftory  was  written  by  Ifaiab  the  fon 
of  Amos;  but  we  find  nothing  now  of  him  in  the  writ- 
ings of  that  prophet,  but  his  name  ^. 

Two  years  before  Azariah's  deathj  Pekahiah  fucceeded 
his  father  Menahem  in  Ifrael ;  and,  after  two  years  reign» 
was  killed  in  his  own  palace  by  Pekah  the  fon  of  Rema- 
liah,  one  of  his  generals,  who  afcended  the  throne  about 

^  2  Chron,  xxvi.  per  tot.     s  %  Kings x v.  a.      ^  Ifa.  i.  i.  vii.  1. 

a  year 
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a  year  before  Jotbam  fucceedied  his  father  in  Judah.    The 
char^£ters  of  thefc  two  kings  were  very  oppofite  ;   Pekah 
.  was  a  wicked  prince,  and*  fallowed  the  fteps  of  bJs  pre- 
decefibrs  \  fo  that  bis  reign  proved  troublefome  and  unfac- 
cefsful,  and  ended  in  a  violent  death.  Jotbam  was  twenty-  Jotham 
five  years  old  when  his  father  died :    he  was  wife  and  ^ing  of 
pious ;  inherited  all  his  father's  virtues,  without  any  of  7«<^« 
his  vices ;    and  was  bleiTed  with  extraordinary  fuccefs. 
Pekah,  having  concluded  dn  alliance  with  Rezin  king  of 
Syria,  made  an   attempt   againil  Jndab,    but  was  foon 
forced  to  return^  and  defend  his  own  territories  againft 
Tiglath-Pelefer  king  of  Affyria,  wRo  had  invaded  the  land 
'  of  Napbtaliy  taken  the  moit  confiderable  towns  of  it,  and 
carried  that  whole  tribe  captive  into  his  own  kingdom* 
Mean  while  Jotham   gained  feveral  confiderable  advan-* 
tages  againft  his  neighbours,  efpecially  againft  the  Am- 
monites>  whom  he  brought  under  a  yearly  tribute  of  a 
hundred  talents  of  filver,  ten  thoufand  meafuresof  wheat, 
and  the  fame  quantity  of  barley  s.     At  length,  having  re- 
paired and  beautified  the  temple,  fortified  the  city,,  and 
done  many  other  public  a£ls,  Jotham  died  in  peace,  after 
he  had  reigned  fixteen  years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
fon  Ahaz.     As  for  Pekah,  after  be  had  had  the  mortifica-  Yr.  of  Fl. 
tion  to  fee  one  whole  tribe  torn  from  him  by  a  foreign       1609. 
power,  and  his  kingdom,  during  the  laft  ten  years  of  his  ^"^^  ^^^* 
reign,  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  anarchy  and  rebelliofi,  he  was       ^^^* 
murdered,  and  fucceeded  by  Hofhea  the  ion  of  Elah,  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  *,  and  about  three  years 
after  Jotham's  death. 

He  was  more  fuccefsfut,  however,  during  thofe  three 
laft  years  againft  Ahaz,  Jotham's  unworthy  fon,  whofe 
impieties  made  his  reign  as  unfortunate  and  inglorious, 
as  that  of  his  father  had  been  glorious  and  fuccefsfuL 
He  was  fcarce  feated  on  the  throne,  before  his  kingdom 
was  invaded  by  the  joint  forces  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and 
Syria.     Ahaz  was  under  the  utmoft  confternation,  when  Ahax^siJo" 
he  received  intelligence  that  two  fuch  powerful  etiemies  ^^^^"^  ^^ 
were  advancing  againft  him  ;  and  feems  to  have  expeded  ^^^" 
nothing  lefs  than  the  total  diflblution  of  the  Jewim  mo- 
narchy ',  when  Ifaiah,  the  fon  of  Amos  (I),  tvho  had  be- 
gun 

t  %  Cbron.  xxvii.  5.  h  s  Kings  ^v.  pailim.    %  Chron. 

xxvii.  per  tot.    See  aHb  lT(fter  Annr.  Tub  A.  M.    31145.    and  the 
margin  of  our  Bible  on  2  King*  ^v.  30. 

(I)  Ifaiah  ii  affirmed  by  the    Chriftians,  to  have  been  the 
Jews,  and  believed  by  maoy    grandfon   of   JOftfli»   king,  of 
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Yr.  of  Fl.  gun  to  propliefy  even  from  the  latter  end  of  Uzziah's 
'^05.       reign*,  came  to  him  from  the  Lord,  to ailure  him,  that 

Ante  Chr.  thofe  two  princes  (hould  try  their  ftrength  in  vain  againft 
^^*'  Jerufalem,  which  they  were  about  to  befiege  *^.  At  the 
fame  time  he  aflured  him»  that  the  final  end  of  the  Jew- 
ifli  monarchy  was  far  enough  off,  bidding  him  aik  a  fign 
of  God,  and  it  fhould  be  granted.  The  king,  whether 
out  of  refpe£t,  or  defpondency  and  unbelief,  refufing  to 
a(k  for  the  promifed  fign,  the  prophet  afluied  him  from 
the  Lord,  that  before  that  time  came,  '*  a  virgin  fhould 
conceive  and  bear  a  fon,  and  call  his\name  Himmanu-el^ 
or  God  with  Its  J* 

No  fooner  had  the  firft  part  of  the  prophecy  been  veri- 
fied, and  the  city  delivered  from  the  impending  ruin,  than 
•  Ahaz  gave  htmfelf  up  to  the  vileit  impieties  and  idola- 
tries, in  which  he  far  outwent  the  very  worft  of  his  pre- 
decefibrs  ;  till  God  was  pleafed  at  lad  to  leave  him  at  the 
mercy  of  his  two  formidable  enemies.  Rezin,  in  order 
to  make  himfelf  amends  for  his  ill  fucccfs  againft  Jeru- 
falem,  recovered  Elath,  a  confiderable  fea-port  upon  the 
Red  Sea,  which  Uzziah  had  taken.  He  repaired  and  for- 
tified it ;  expelled  the  Jews,  and  peopled  it  with  his  Sy- 
rian fubje£bs ;  and  from  that  time  the  Jews  never  could 
retake  it  from  his  fucceflbrs. 

The  king  of  Ifrael  was  ftill  more  inveterate  and  fuccefs- 
ful,  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  how  far  -he  might  have  car- 
ried on  his  conquefls  againft  him,  had  not  a  prophet  been 
fent  from  God  to  put  a  timely  ftop  to  his  progrefs. 
He  had  already  killed  in  one  battle  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  fubjefts  of  Ahaz,  befides  his  fon  Ma- 
afeiah,  and  fome  of  the  nobleft  that  were  next  his  royal 
perfon.  He  had  likewife  taken  two  hundred  thoufand 
captives,   whom  they  were  carrying  away  to   Samaria, 


A  gnat 

/laughter 
efhisfulh' 


*  Ifai.  i.  I. 


^  Ibid.  vii.  I,  a,  &  feqq.    «  Kings  xvi.  5. 


Judah.  His  firft  vifion  was 
about  the  latter  end  of  Uz- 
ziah's  reign  ;  but  his  prophe- 
cies relate  to  his  fucceifors; 
the  firft  fix  chapters  to  Jo- 
tham,  the  fix  that  follow  to  his 
fon  Ahaz,  and  the  reft  to  He- 
eekiah ;  excepting  that  feveral 
of  them  are  inter^erfed  which 
relate  to  the  Mefiiah,  and  to 
the  fate  of  feveral  foreign 
kingdoms.  He  isjuftlyefteem* 


cd  the  prince  of  the  prophets, 
for  the  loftinefs  and  majcfty 
of  his  ftyle,  as  well  as  tor  the 
cleamefs  of  his  prophecies. 
.  He  was  highly  refpeded  by 
the  good  kings,  efpecially  by 
Hezekiah,  who  fenc  to  con- 
fult  him  upon  ail  emergencies ; 
and  as  ill  treated  by  the  bad, 
efpecially  by  Manafleh,  who 
is  fuppofed  to  have  put  hini  to 
a  cruel  death. 

when 
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when  Oded  the  prophet  flopped  them  (hort,  and  allced 
whether  they  did  not  think  it  enough  to  have  made 
fuch  a  horrid  flaughter  of  their  brethren,  unlefs  they  car- 
ried away  a  much  greater  number  into  flavery.  He 
sdjiJed,  that  though  the  idolatries  of  Judah  had  drawn 
thofe  heavy  judgments  upon  that  unfortunate  tribe,  yet,  if 
they  perfifted  to  carry  thofe  innocent  prifoners  into  cap- 
tivity, their  cruelty  would  bring  down  much  feverer  ca- 
lamities upon  themfelves*  He  concluded,  with  exhort- 
ing them  to  be  contented  with  the  rich  plunder  they  had 
got,  and  to  fend  their  captives  back  to  Jerufalem.  This 
remonft ranee  made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the  viftors» 
that  they  difmiifed  their  prifoners^  not  without  marks  of  ' 
eompamon  and  humanity. 

Whiift  the  afiairs  of  Ahaz  remained  in  this  difmal  fi-   Edomand 
tuation,  the  Edomites  and  Philiftines  invaded  other  parts  tht  Phtlif- 
of  his  land;  the  former  carried  away  a  great  number  of  tines  in^ 
captives,  and  the  latter  recovered  fcveral  confiderable  fron-  ^  * 

tier  towns.     In.  this  extremity  he  had  recourfe  to  his  old 
ally  the  king  of  Aflyria,  whofe  affiftance  he  purchafed 
with  all  the  gold ,  and  filver  he  could  find  in  the  temple 
and  city.     Tiglath-Pilefer  received  his  prefents,  but  in- 
ftcad  of  coming  to   affift  him   againft  the   confederate 
kings,  he  turned  his  whole  ftrength  againft  that  of  Syria, 
under  pretence  of  making  a  diverfion  in  his  favour  (|t), 
having  killed  Rezin,  and  feized  upon  his  capital  ^,  he  Was 
vifited  by  Ahaz,  who  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  a  hea- 
tfaeniih  altar  which  he  faw  at  Damafcus,  that  he  pro- 
cured a  model  of  it,  according  to  which  one  was  built  in 
the  temple  of  Solomon.     At  his  return  he  offered  up  in-  His  idota" 
cenfe  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  facrifices  upon  his  new  altar ;  ^0'»  * 
but  (bon  after  he  caufed  the  temple  to  be  fliut  up,  whiift 
he  reared  others  in  every  corner  of  Jerufalem,  and  every 
where  elfe,   to  the  Syrian  Gods.     Thus  he  abandoned 
himfelf  to  the  moft  abominable  idolatries ;  finilhed  his 
impious  reign  in  the  thirty-fixth'  year  of  his  age,  and  was   and  death. 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Hezekiah  j  he  reigned  (ixteen  years  %  y^.  of  Fl. 
and  was  buried  in  Jerufalem,  but  not  in  the  fepulchre  of       i6zi. 
David,  of  which  he  was  efteemed  unworthy  **.  Ante  Chr. 


b  2  Chron.  xxviii,  17,  i  $•    <  s  Kings  xvi.  s.     '1  Chron.  xxviii.  ult. 

(K)  This  is,  at  Icaft,  the  lays,  that  he  came  to  Ahaz's 

beft  way  to  reconcile  the  book  affiftance  ;  and  the  latter,  that 

of  Kings  and  that  of  Chro-  he  did  not,  but  rather  ftreight- 

nides;    the  former  of  which  enedhim(i). 

(i)  Conf,  %  Kings  xvi.  7,  &  feq.  &  %  Chron.  xxviii.  so,  si. 
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The  Hijiory  of  the  'jfezvs 

The  kingdom  of  Ifracl,  all  this  while,  wis  in  no  better 
(late  than  that  of  Judah.  Pekah  had  paid  dear  for  his 
fuccefs  againft  it,  in  being  murdered  by  HoAiea  foon  after 
his  return,  that  is»  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahaz.  This  re-> 
volution,  however,  proved  fo  difagreeable  to  the  Ifraelites* 
that  it  cailfed  a  kind  of  anarchy,  which  lafted  almoft  nine 
years  \  during  which,  HoOiea  found  tt  a  difficult  ta(k  to 
keep  himfeif  upon  the  throne.  After  he  had  quelled  thefe 
commotions,  and  began  to  reign  more  peaceably,  we  do 
not  find  that  he  made  any  hoftile  attempt,  either  againft 
Ahaz,  or  his  fucceflbr  (L). 

Hezekiah,  who  afcended   his  father's  throne   in  the 
^eoJ  rei^n.  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  or,  as  the  text  hath  it,  in 
the  third   year  of  Hofhea's  reign,   eafily   perceived  the 
fou/ce  of  Judah'g   misfortunes,  and  exerted  all  his  en- 
The  tempU  deavours  to  ftop  it  without  delay.     He  began  with  open- 
^I'^r  f      ipg  the  temple,  and  commanded  the  prieils  and  Invites 
^    ^    '      to  renew  the  daily  worfliip  of  God,  according  to  the  Jarw 
of  Mofes,    This  good  work  commenced  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  year,  it  being  the  fabbath,  and  was  finiflied  on 
•  Saturday  the  fixtcenth  of  the  fame  month.     The  king 
afiembled  the  elders  of  Judah  next  morning,  and  repaired 
with  them  to  (he  temple,  attended  by  the  priefts  and  Le- 
vites,   and   a  numerous  croud ,  of  people.      Here   they 
m^e  the  prefer  offerings  to  expiate  the  fins  of  the  na- 
tion ;  after  which  they  facrificed  fuch  numbers  of  burnt 
and  peace->ofFerii)g6,  that  the  priefts,  who  affifted  at  the 
ceremony,  being  infufficient  for  the  fervicc,  were  obliged 
to  call  in  the  Levites  to  their  affift^nce,  and  thefe  ac- 
cepted the  c)fiii:e  with  the  utmoft  alacrity.     All  this  while 
the  air  ech^d  with  the  fotod  of  trumpets,  and  other 
mufical  inftruments,  and  with  the  voices  of  the  fingers, 
who  accompanied  the  ceremony  with  pfalms  and  hymns 
fuitable  to  that  extraordinary  folemnity,  whieh  was  con- 
cluded with  cxpreffions  of  the  utmoft  joy  and  fatisfadion, 
both  in  the  king  and  people.     The  feafon  for  celebrating 


(L)  He  hsrd,  indeed,  other 
bufinefs  upon  his  hand  :  ShaU 
manefer  had,  by  this  time,  fuc- 
ceeded  Tiglath-Pilefer  in  Af- 
fyria;  and  whether  Hofhea 
had  been  forced  to  make  ufe 
of  his  alMance  to"  fettle  him-^ 
felf  upon  his  throne,  or  whe- 
ther his  predeceifor  had  com- 
mitted any  hoftilities  againft 
Ifrael,  diinpg  hi9  alliance  vvith 


Ahaz,  Hodiea  was,  by  fome 
means  not  mentioned  in  the 
text,  become  tributary  to  Af- 
fyria,  and  was  endeavouring 
to  free  himfeif  from  that  yoke, 
by-  courting  So,  king  of  E- 
gypt,  to  an  alliance.  This  at- 
tempt proved  the  (burce  of 
new  troubles,  which  ended  at 
laft  in  the  total  ruin  of  the  If- 
ra^lhifii  monarchy. 

the 
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the  Paflbter  being  paft,  their  ±eal  pointed  out  an  expe- 
dient from  the  law  of  Mofes,  where  it  is  prefcribed,  that 
thofe,  who,  by  reafon  of  any  legal  impediment,  could  not 
celebrate  that  feftival  on  the  firtt,  fhould  do  it  on  the  fe- 
cond  month.    The  good  king  poftponed  it  accordingly, 
and  made  ufe  of  that  interval   to  fend   circular  letters   , 
through  his  whole  kingdom,  inviting  his  fubjefls  to  be 
prefent  at  that  feaft  on  the  fourteenth  of  the  next  month.  Afikmn 
His  piety  extended  ftill  farther :  the  miferies  under  which  ^^Jfo'ver 
the  idolatrous  Ifraelites  groaned,    infpired  him   with    a  ^^^^^'^^'^ 
defirc  of  endeavouring,  at  leaft,  to  work  a  reformation  in 
that  unhappy  kingdom  5  to  this  end,  he  addreffed  them  in 
a  moft  pathetic  letter,  explaining  the  fource  of  all  their  Jfroilin- 
misfortunes,  exhorting  them  to  return  to  the  worfliip  of  'vitedtoit 
the  true  God,  and  to  prefent  themfelves  before  him  at  the  ^  '^^  ^^*^* 
enfuing  folemnity,  as  the  moft  effeftual  means,  not  only 
to  avert  his  future  judgments,  but  even  to  obtain  from 
him  the  redemption  of  their  unhappy  brethren,  whom  the 
kings  of  Aflyria  had  carried  into  captivity  *. 

Whilft  the  king^s  meffengers  made  their  progrefs  from     - 
Dan  to  Beerfheba,  the  Jews  were  employed  in  burning 
and  demoliftiing  all  the  idols,  altars,  and  other  idolatrous 
monuments,  which  had  been  reared  in  Jerufalem ;  fo  that 
the  metropolis  was  thoroughly  purged,  before  the  appoint- 
ed feftival.     By  this  time  the  city  was  filled  with  people,  Se^veralof 
not  only  from  all  the  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  alfo  from  them  come 
that  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  tribes  of  After j  Zebulun,  Ma-  *o  thefeajk 
nafleh,  and  Ifiachar.     This  folemnity,  fuch  as  had  not 
been  obferved  fince  the  latter  end  of  Solomon's  reign  \ 
infpired  the  people  with  fuch  uncommon  zeal,  that  as 
foon  as  they  were  difmiffed,  they  went  about  deftroying 
all  the  old  relics  of  idolatry,  each  in  their  rcfpeftive  coun- 
tries, the  king  himfelf  encouraging  them  by  his  example, 
until  he  had  utterly  cleared  his  kingdom.    The  very  bra- 
zen ferpent,  which  Mofes  had  caufed  to  be  fet  up  in  the 
wildernefs,  Hezekiah  ordered  to  be  broken  in  pieces,  be- 
caufc  he  found,  that  the  people  had  oiFered  incenfe  to  it : 
and,   in  contempt,  he   called  it  nehuftitan  \    that  is,    a 
fiece  of  Srafs  5. 

His  next  care  was  to  reftore  all  the  branches  of  the 
worfhip  of  God;  to  make  an  exa£l  fcrutiny  into  the  ge- 
nealogies of  the  priefts,  Levites,  and  muficians,  in  order  to 
fettle  their  feveral  claffes,  according  to.  David's  model. 
He  provided  for  their  maintenance,  by  reviving  the  laws 

*  2  Chron.  xxx.  $,  tc  feq.        '  Ibid.  paiT.       (  a  Kings  xviii.  4« 
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Jiixihiah*s 
fuccefs. 


Ijrad  iU" 

*uad€d. 


Samaria 
bifieged 
and  taken. 


Yr.  of.  Fl. 

16x7. 
Ante  Chr. 

'rhefad 
tnd  of  the 
Ifraelitifk 
kingdom* 


of  Mofes  concerning  the  firft-fruitSy  tythesy  redemption, 
and  vows,  fo  far  as  they  related  to  the  Levitical  revenues^ 
fo  that,  by  Oftober  following,  when  all  the  fruits  were 
brought  in,  they  had  received  their  dues  according  to  the 
original  rules  of  diftribution.  Hezekiah,  all  this  while, 
was  blefied  with  fuccefs  equal  to  his  piety.  Finding  him- 
felf  ftrong  enough  to  aflert  his  independence,  he  refufed 
to  pay  the  tribute  which  the  Aflyrians  had  extorted  from 
his  predeccflbr ;  and  taking  the  field  againft  the  Philif- 
tines,  his  arms  were  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  a 
little  time,  he  regained  with  intereft  all  that  they  had  ac->. 
quired  during  the  unfortunate  reign  of  Ahaz. 

Ii  fared  quite  otherwife  with  the  kingdom  of  Ifracl. 
Hofhea,  little  dreaming  how  near  it  drew  to  its  final  pe- 
riod, was  thinking  how  to  free  it  from  the  AiTyrian  bond- 
age. But  Shalmanefer,  who  kept  a  watchful  eye  over 
him,  foon  difcovered  and  broke  all  his  meafures.  In  or-? 
der  10  a£l  the  more  efFedlually,  that  king  took  care  to  ict 
cure  the  land  of  Moab,  by  taking  their  two  chief  cities, 
and  laying  wafte  all  that  land,  as  well  as  Ifrael,  even  to 
the  gates  of  Samaria,  which  he  now  invefted.  Hoftica 
had,  however,  fo  well  fortified  himfelf  in  that  city,  that 
it  held  out  almoft  three  years  againft  the  Affyrian  king. 
The  text  gives»  us  no  farther  particulars,  either  of  this 
fiege  or  war,  except  that,  after, the  reduftion  of  the  me- 
tropolis, the  reft  of  the  kingdom  was  forced  to  fubmit  to 
the  conqueror ;  that  the  king  and  all  his  fubjefts  were 
carried  away  into  captivity,  and  difpofed  of  in  the  fame 
provinces  of  that  empire,  whither  their  brethren  had 
been  fent  in  a  former  reign  (P)  5  but  we  have  a  dreadful 
account  of  it  in  fome  of  the  prophets,  who  defcribe  the 
diftrefs  of  the  people  in  the  moft  affecting  terms  *.  The 
Afiyrians  committed  the  moft  horrid  cruelties  againft  their 


(P)  The  firft  book  of  Chro- 
nicles tells  us,  that  God  flirred 
up  Pul  and  Tiglath-Pilefer, 
kings  of  Aflyria,  againft  the 
iippious  Ifraelites ;  and  that 
the  latter  carried  away  the  two 
tribes  and  a  half  from  beyond 
Jordan,  and  fent  them  into  the 
countries  of  Hala,  Habor,  and 
Hara,  and  to  the  river  Gozan, 


Hofea,  paflim* 

And  the  book  of  Tobit  adds, 
that  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  of 
which  Tobit   was,  being 


car- 


ried away  by  Enemeftar,  who 
18  the  fame  with  Shalmanefer, 
was  placed  in  the  province  of 
Media,  and  himfeir  in  the  ca- 
pital of  it,  called  Rages,  where 
he  left  ten  talents  with  his 
kinfman  (i). 


(i)  1  Cbron.  V,  ult.    TQbit  i.  paiH 


eapt 


ives, 


to  the  Babyhnijh  Captliftty.  ,  457 

captives,  ripping  up  their  pregnant  women,  and  dafhing 
their  children  againft  the  ground  ^.  Having  reduced  Sa- 
maria to  a  heap  of  rubbifh  *,  and  laid  wafte  all  the  land, 
they  returned  home  laden  with  the  fpoil  of  Ifrae).  Such 
was  the  fad  cataftrophe  of  the  Ifraelitifti  kingdom  ",  after  it 
had  flood  divided  from  that  of  Judah  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  years".  Its  diiTolution  happened  in  the  fixth  year 
of  Hezekiah,  and  in  the  ninth  of  Hoihea.  A  great  num- 
ber, however,  of  the  Ifraelites  efcaped,  fome  into  Egypt, 
and  many  more  into  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  where  they 
weaned  tnemfelves,  by  degrees,  from  their  former  idolar 
tries  and  rebellion,  and  became  fubje£h  to  Hezekiah,  and 
his  fucceflbrs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Aflyrians  fent 
colonies  from  feveral  of  their  provinces,  but  chiefly  from  ' 
Cuthah,  to  re-people  the  land  of  Ifrael  (Q^),  and  thofe 
were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Cutheans  ®. 

Hezekiah  having  refufed  to  pay  the  tribute  to  Senna-  Yr,  of  Fl. 
cherib,  the  new  king  of  AfTyria,  that  monarch  invaded        1635. 
him  with  a  powerful  army,  and  reduced  a  great  number  -^^^^  ^^^» 
of  fortified    cities,    with  luch  expedition   as  feemed  to       ^'3' 
threaten  nothing  lefs  than  the  total  ruin  of  the  whole  ^^^J^^J* 
kingdom.     Hezekiah,  who  faw  his  error  too  late,  had  no  revois. 
way  left  to  redlify  it,   but  by  a  fpeedy  fubmifiion;  he 
therefore  fent  an  embafly  to  Sennacherib,  acknowleging  Iwoadedhy 
his  fault,  and  promifing  to  fubmit  to  whatever  terms  he  Sennache^ 
ihould   impofe,    accompanied  with  the   richeft  prefents,  '*'^' 
fpr  which  he  was  forced  to  ftrip  the  temple,  and  his  own 
treafury,  of  all  their  filver  and  gold  ;  an  expedient  which 

^  Hof.  X.  89  14.        1  Micah  i.  6.  &alib«        ">  %  fCinp;8  xvii.  pafT. 
>  Uflier.  Ann.  in.  A.M.  3x83.  *  %  Kings xvii.  24.    Vide 

Jofepb.  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  cap.  14. 

(Q^)  The  text  adds  ( O ,  that  without  forfaking  that  of  their 
thefe  new  colonies  were  like  own  gods,  which  they  had 
to  have  been  deftroyed  by  li-  brought  from  their  refpe6live 
ons,  Jofcphusfays(2),bypefli-  countries:  and  here  began  a 
lence,  upon  their  very  firll:  fet-  new  kind  of  religion,  not  un-  ^ 
tlement,  for  their  difregard  to  like  that  of  the  Ifraelites ;  con- 
God  ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  iifling  in  the  worihip  of  the 
to  fend  into  AlTyria,  to  defire  true  God,  and  of  a  number  of 
the  king  to  give  them  fome  falfc  deities.  Hence  fprang 
Ifraelitifii  priefls,  to  inftru<Sl  that  mutual  hatred  between 
them  hp#  to  woHhip  and  ap-  the  Jews  and  Samaritans,  the 
peafe  him.  This  requell  be-  former  abominating  even  the 
ihg  complied  .with,  they  learn-  name  of  the  latter, 
ed  the   Jewifli    worfhip,    but 

(f}  2  Kings  xvii*  %%%  &  feq.        (1}  Jofepb.  Ant.  lib.  ix.  cap.  14. 
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mollified  the  invader  fe  eflfedually,  that  he  retired  with-* 
out  infli^ing  any  other  penalty,  than  a  yearly  tribute  of 
three  hundred  talents  of  filver,  and  thirty  talents  of  gold. 
This  refpite,  however,  though  fo  dearly  bought,  was  of 
fhort  duration  ;  the  treacherous  Affyrian  king,  who  con- 
tinued ftill  at  Lachifh,  in  a  little  time  fent  his  army,  un- 
der the  command  of  Tartan,  Rabfaris,  and  Rabmakeh, 
diredly  againft  Jerufafem  ;  fo  that  Hezekiah  faw  himfelf 
in  much  greater  danger  than  ever  of  lofing  his  kingdom 
and  liberty,  if  not  his  life. 
Prepara^  In  this  emergency,  he  made  all  proper  preparations  for 
^*"Va*  ^  bra^c  defence  :  he  fortified  tbe  city,  furrounded  it  with 
gainft  htm,  ^  fecond  wall,  fenced  it  with  towers,  and  laid  in  good 
ftore  of  arms  and  provifions.  He  likewife  caufed  all  the 
fountains  about  the  city  to  be  (topped ;  and  the  courfe  of 
the  brook  Gihon,  which  watered  all  that  region,  to  be 
turned  another  way,  to  cut  off,  as  much  as  poffible,  all 
fupply  of  water  from  the  enemy.  Thefe  precautions  be- 
ing taken,  he  called  together  all  his  chief  officers  to  one 
of  the  gates  of  the  city.  There  he  exhorted  them,  in  a 
grave  and  pious  fpeech,  to  rely  wholly  upon  God ;  to  be- 
have with  becoming  valour ;  and  by  no  means  to  be  dif- 
couraged  at  the  number  and  ftrength  of  the  faithlefs  Afly- 
rians  ".  He  had  been  feized  with  a  dangerous  diftemper, 
and  warned  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  to  fet  his  affairs  in  or- 
der, as  he  fhould  certainly  die :  (hocked  at  this  prediftion, 
he  addreffed  himfelf  to  God  in  the  moll  humble  and  pa- 
thetic terms,  praying  that  his  life  might  be  prolonged ; 
and  God  being  moved  by  his  tears  and  intreaties,  fent 
back  the.prophet  to  aflure  him  his  fupplication  was  heard. 
He  gave  him  to  underftand  that  he  fhould  not  only  re- 
cover and  furvive  this  diforder  fifteen  years,  but  alfo  be 
delivered  from  the  enemies  that  threatened  him  with  de- 
ilrudion. 

Hezekiah  was  too  much  intcrefted  in  thefe  happy  tid- 
H  ings  to  believe  them  on  a  flight  foundation  ;  and  therefore 
demanded  a  miraculous  fign  of  God's  gracious  intention. 
This  was  accordingly  obtained  by  the  prayers  of  the  pro- 
phet, and  the  fyn's  (hadow  went  backwards  ten  degrees 
on  the  dial  of  Ahaz  ■  (R).     The  king  happily  recovered 

in 

"  a  Kings  xviii.  13,  &  feqq.  «  1  Kings  xx.  i  !• 

> 

(R)  The  learned  have  not    that  fun-dials  were  invented 

yet    certainly    difcovered  .  in    by  Anaximander,    above  two 

what  manner  this  phaeftomenon    hundred  years  after  this  pe- 

was  exhibited.     It  is  obfervcd    riod;  and  that  the  Jews  had 

not 
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in  three  days  ;  and  fhe  next  part  of  th^  prophet*s  predic- 
tion, namely,  his  deliverance  from  the  Affvrian  po^x^e^,  did 
not  remain  long  unfulfilled.  The  generals  of  the  invad- 
ing army  prefented  themfelves  before  the  walls,  and 
demanded  a  parley  with  the  minifters  of  Hezekiah  ;  who 
appeared  accordingly  on  the  battlements,  attended  by  a 
vail  multitude  of  people.  Then  Rabftiakeh  addrefled 
himfelf  to  them  in  a  haughty  and  threatening  fpcech,  fill- 
ed with  the  moft  bitter  mveftives,  and  opprobrious  lan- 
guage, nor  only  againft  the  king,  but  even  againft  the 
God  of  Ifrael.  It  was  fpoken  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  to 
infufe  the  greater  terror  into  the  liftening  people ;  and 
when  they  were  defired  to  fpeakin  Syriac,  inftead  of  com- 
plying with  this  requeft,  they  only  renewed  their  me- 
naces of  reducing  the  kingdom  to  the  >vorft  extremities, 
unlefs  they  fhould  prevent  their  ruin  by  yielding  them* 
felvcs  captives  to  the  great  Sennacherib  **. 

This  infolent  addrefs  was  anfwered  only  by  a  deep  0- 
fcnce  ;  but  the  Aflyrian  generals  being  foon  after  inform- 
ed, that  their  mafter  was  forced  to  defend  his  own  terri- 
tortes  againft  Tirhak^h,  king  of  Ethiopia,  who  had  then 
invaded  him,  they  Jeft  Jerufalem,  and  marched  direftly 
to  their  own  country.     Before  Sennacherib  departed  from  Sittfiach* 
liachifli,  he  fcnt'a  threatening  letter  to  Hezekiah,  to  af-  rib** proud 
fiirc  him,  that,  if  he  ftill  perfifted  in  his  refufal  of  yield-  ^^^^^* 
ing  himfelf  captive,  he  would  fhortly  return  with  double 
fury  againft  him,  and  make  him  feverely  feel  the  efPefts 
of  his  own  folly,  and  vain  confidence  in  God,  whom  he 
fliould  find  as  weak  and  impotent  againft  his  irrefiftible 

^  %  Kings  xviii.  17,  ad  fin.    %  Chron.  xxxii.  9,  &  (eqq.    Ifai* 
XXX vi.  2,  &  (eqq.  xxxvii.  i— lo* 


not  yet  divided  the,  day  into 
hours,  fo  that  the  degrees  men- 
tioned in  the  text,  cannot  be 
afcertained.  Uiher  fuppofes 
that  the  whole  planetary  fyilem 
went  backwards,  in  which  cafe 
the  miracle  muft  have  extended 
all  over  the  earth,  and  been 
remarked  in  other  countries, 
especially  about  Babylon  where 
aftrononny  was  already  well  un- 
derflood  :  but  there  it  did  not 


appear,  inaffnuch  as  Mero- 
dach-Baladan  fent  an  embflfy 
to  Hezekiah  on  purpofe  to  en- 
quire about  this  preter^natural 
appearance.  Others  imagine 
it  was  no  other  than  a  retro* 
greffion  of  the  fun-beams  in 
confequence  of  reflexion  and 
refradlion. — Thofe  who  are  cu- 
rious to  fee  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced on  the  fubje<5t,  may  con- 
fuk  the  following  authors  (3). 


(3)  Uflicr,  fub  A.  M  3191.  p.  71.  Grot.  Chomcr.  Cyril, 
Alex.  &  HieroA.  in  lee.  &  in  Ifai.  xxxviii.  Scalt^.  Vatab.  Munf- 
ter.    Sainoaf.    Qa^ao    San^ius.    i«  Clerc.    Calmet. 
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power»  as  thofe  of  many  other  nations  had  hitherto  prorat- 
ed. As  foon  as  the  king  had  read  the  letter,  he  went  up 
to  the  temple,  accompanied  by  his  chief  minifters,  and 
fpread  it  before  the  Lord  ;  and,  in  the  humbleit  terms,  he- 
{ought  him  that  he  would  make  good  his  late  promifes^ 
and  vindicate  his  honour  againft  his  infolent  and  blafpem-* 
Qus  enemy,  who  had  dared  to  level  the  God  of  heaven 
with  the  fenfelcfs  idols  of  the  more  fenfelefs  heathen. 
He  had  fcarce  ended  his  prayer,  when  he  received  a  gra* 
cious  anfwerby  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  importing,  that  though 
Sennacherib  would  certainly  bring  back  his  forces  againft 
Jerufalem,  yet  God  would  fo  protect  it  againft  them,  that 
they  (hould  not  ihoot  an  arrow  againft,  nor  open  a  trench 
before  it*,  that  this  proud  infulting  enemy  fhould  be 
forced  to  flee  with  (liame  and  lofs,  and  fall  at  length  by 
the  fword  in  his  own  land.  "^This  prophecy  was  likewife 
foon  after  verified.  Sennacherib  returned  againft  Judah„ 
flufhed  with  his  late  vi£lory  over  the  Ethiopians  \  and 
breathing  death  and  deftruclion  againft  the  whole  king-, 
dom ;  but  before  he  could  have  time  to  commit  any 
hoftilities  againft  it,  the  beft  part  of  his  army  was  fmltten 
by  an  angel  in  one  night,  infomuch  that  one  hundred  and 
Hifmira-  eighty-five  thoufand  of  them  were  found  dead  by  the  next 
f$Hf  morning.    This  dreadful  judgment  fo  alarmed  the  proud 

9verthniuB  ^flyrJan  monarch,  that  he  retired  with  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion  and  fpeed  into  his  own  capital,  where  he  was  foon 
after  aflaffinated  by  two  of  his  own  fons  *.  As  for  He- 
zekiah,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fo  elated  by  all  thefe 
extraordinary  blefiings,  that  he  brought  a  train  of  evila 
upon  himfelf  and  people.  He  had,  about  this  time,  re- 
ceived a  fpecial  embaffy  from  Merodach,  or,  as  Ifaiah  calls 
him,  Merodach-Baladan,  king  of  Babylon,  to  congratulate 
him  upon  his  late  fuccefs  and  recovery,  and  to  enquire 
about  the  prodigy  of  the  fun's  retrogrellion.  As  his 
fuccefs,  and  the  fpoils  of  his  enemy,  had  made  Hezekiah 
exceedingly  rich,  he  took  a  particular  pleafure  in  enter- 
taining the  ambafladors  with  a  fight  of  all  the  wealth, 
grandeur,  and  ftrength  of  his  court  and  kingdom.  This 
inftance  of  his  vanity  brought  Ifdaht'o  him  with  a  mef- 
fage  from  God,  importing,  that  thofe  very  Babylonians, 
whofe  eyes  he  had  glutted  with  all  the  glory  of  nis  king- 
dom, would,  in  a  mort  time,  not  only  ftrip  it  of  all  that, 
was  valuable  in  it,  but  even  carry  away  captive  fome  of 
his  offspring,  and  make  them  eunuchs  in  their  monarch's 

^  See  UAier*8  Ann.  Tub   A.  M.  329s.    Ifaiah  xxxviii.  pafiira. 
^2  Kings  xix*  1  to  the  end.    %  Chron.  xxxii«  i—is. 
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palace.     By  this  denunciation  Hezekiah  was  brought  to 
fuch  a  fcnfe  of  his  error,  that  he  acknowleged  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  fentence,  fince  he  was  fufFered  to  end  his  days 
in  peace.     Among  others  of  his  public  a£ts,  he  is  re- 
corded to  have  made  a  large  pool,  and  conduit,  to  fupply 
Jerufalem  with  water ;  and  to  have  been  an  encourage r 
of  hufbandry,  himfelf  having  numberlefs  flocks  and  herds 
in   his   own   pafture-grounds,  beCdes  vines   and  arable 
lands.     He  died  in  peace,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  Yv,  of  Fl. 
age,  and  the  twenty-ninth  of  his  reign,  according  to  the       1650J 
words  of  the  prophet,  and  was  "  buried  in  the  chiefeft  of  Ante  Chr. 
the  fepulchres  of  the  fons  of  David."     His  funeral  ob-      ^^^* 
fequies  were  performed  with  uncommon  magnificence, 
not  only  in  the  city,  but  alfo  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  « (X). 

Manaffeh  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  fuc-  Maxaffek's 
ceeded  Hezekiah ;  and,  whether  he  was  naturally  vicious,  wicked 
or  fell  into  the  hands  of  wicked  counfellors,  we  may  date  '^^i** 
the  downfal,  both  of  the  kingdom  and  religion,  from  the 
fatal  day  of  his  afcending  the  throne.     He  feem^  not  only 
to  have  ftrove  to  exceed  all  his  prcdeceffors  in  wicked- 
nefs,  idolatry,  tyranny,  and  facriiege,  but  even  to  have 
(hewed  an  impious  emulation  to  undo  all  that  his  pious 
father  had  done,  and  to  a&  in  dire£t  oppofition  to  his 
condudl.     But  the   moft  execrable  piece  of  wickedneft  H'ufiuri^ 
and  facriiege  was,  his  introducing  the  vileft  of  idolatries  t^Z^' 
into  the  very  temple  of  God,  and  caufing   "  a  graven 
image  of  the  grove,"  an  idol,  worfliipped  with  the  vileft 
ceremonies,  to  be  fet  up  in  the  moft  facred  place ;  as  if 
he  had  defigned  to  drive  the  God  of  Ifrael  out  of  hi§  ha- 
bitation, and  to  difclaim  at  once  all  thofe  great  bleffings 
which  had  been  promifed  to  David  and  Solomon,  and  to 
all  that  worfliipped  him  *"  in  that  place.     He  worfliipped 
Baal ;  erefted  altars  and  groves  in  Judah  and  Jerufalem, 
to  the  fun,   moon,  ftars,  and  other  heathenifti   deities ; 
and  encouraged  his  fubjefts  to  facrifice  their  children  to 
Moloch. 

For  thefe  abominations  he  was  often  and  feverely  re- 
proved by  feveral  prophets,  and  threatened  with  the  moft 
dreadful  defolation  upon  himfelf  and  kingdom;  which 

e  Comp.  I  Kings  xx.  %o,  Se  2  Chron.  xxxii.  31,  &  feq.  ^  %  Sam. 
vii.  13.     I  Kings  viii.  29.  ix.  %• 

{X)BcfidesIfaiahandMicah,  told  the  deftruaion  of  Nine- 
Nahum  likewife  propheficd  in  veh,  which  happened  after* 
the  days  of  Hezekiah,  He  fore-    wards  in  the  day»^gf  Jofiah* 
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menaces  only  exafperated  him  to  exerci£c  the  moft 
(hocking  cruelties  againil  tbem^  and  as  many  as  dared  to 
ihew  a  diflike  to  his  impieties.  Jerufalem  became,  foon 
afterj  the  fcene  of  the  moft  horrid  butcheries ;  prophets, 
riefts,  nobles,  and  people,  were  flain  indifferently,  until 
e  had  filled  that  metropolis  with  blood  ^  At  length  Pro- 
vidence was  pleafed  to  put  a  fignal  flop  to  his  impious, 
career,  by  delivering  him  into  the  hands  of  fome  of  the 
chief  commanders  of  the  Affyrian  army,  who  came  upon 
him  fo  fuddenly,  that,  feeing  no  way  to  efcape,  he  went 
and  hid  himfelf  in  a  thicket.  He  was,  however,  fooa 
difcovered,  loaden  with  chains,  carried  away  to  Baby- 
lon, and  caft  into  a  dungeon  by  Efar-Haddon,  or  Aflara- 
din,  king  of  AflVria,  who,  acc6rding  to  Ptolemy's  canon, 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Babylon  about  (ix  years  be- 
fore, and  was,  by  this  time,  become  fole  monarch  over 
both  empires  ". 

The  text  neither  tells  us  how  this  calamity,  was  brought 
upon  him,  whether  by  an  open  invafion,  or  by  fome  fud* 
den  incurfion,  nor  in  what  year  of  ManafTen's  reign  it 
happened.  The  Jews  affirm  that  it  was  in  the  twerity- 
fecondt  «ipd  they  are  followed  by  the  generality  of  our  an- 
nalifts.  However  that  be,  the  diftrefled  king  foon  opened 
his  eyes  to  all  his  mifcarriages  and  impieties,  which  his 
profperity  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fee  ^  and,  in  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  his  foul,  fent  fo  many  deep  fighs  to  heaven,  and 
fuch  eameft  prayers  for  mercy  and  pardon,  that  he  at 
length  obtained  a  happy  deliverance.  How  long  this 
imprifonment  lafted,  and  by  what  means  he  regained  his 
liberty,  the  Scripture  doth  not  fay.  *It  appears,  however, 
that,  from  the  greateft  finner,  he  became  the  fincereft 
penitent,  and,  from  the  bloodieft  tyrant,  one  of  the  beft 
of  monarchs.  After  his  returh  he  employed  his  whole 
time  and  application  in  repairing  the  damages  which  hia 
impiety  had  occafioned.  One  of  his  firft  cares  was  to 
clear  the  fanftuary,  and  the  court  of  the  temple,  of  thofe 
idols  he  had  fet  up,  which  the  priefts  had  not  the  courage, 
nor  power,  to  remove  during  his  abfence ;  and  to  reftore 
the  fervice  to  its  ancient  purity  and  fplendor.  He  then 
fent  circular  letters  throughout  his  kingdom,  exhorting 
liis  fubje£ts  to  follow  his  example,  and  to  demolifli  alt 
th^  gyovesj  akars,  atid  idols,  which  had  been  reared  dur- 
ing the  former  part  of  his  reign ;  an  injundion  which 
was  readily  complied  with  by  the  people  every  where  ^ 

•  ^i^Kingff  xxi.  I— xfi.    2  Cbson.  xxxiit.  I'^io*        »  Vid.  UiTer* 
fub  A.  M»  31*  3» 

only 


to  the  Babylontfh  Captivity.  ^       ^tf  j 

only  the  bigh-places  were  left  untouched,  the  king  want* 
ing  cither  power,  courage,  or  zeal,  to  deftroy  theip,  fo 
much  were  they  refpeftcd  by  the  multitude.  He  took 
the  fame  care  to  repair  and  fortify  the  city,  and  other 
places  of  his  kingdom;  and,  having  reigned  peaceably 
about  thirty-three  years  after  his  return  from  Babylon, 
died  in  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  reign,  and  fixty-^feventh  of  his  His  4f 0th. 
age  (B). 

His  fon  Amon  was  but  twenty-two  years  old  when  Yr.  of  Ff. 
be  came  to  the  crown,  fo  that  he  could  have  obferved    .  '^^5 
nothing  in  his  father's  example,  but  piety  and  goodnefs ;      "^^  ^^^* 
and  yet  fo  infatuated  was  he,  that  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  ^^* 

all  the  idolatries  of  the  former  part  of  Manafleh's  reign.  Amotes 
He  began  even  to  exhibit  fome  early  proofs,  that  he  de-  tdolatrj^ 
figned  to  furpafs  biin  in  his  moft  abominable  debaucheries ; 
but,  before  he  had  reigned  two  years,  a  confpiracy  was 
formed  againft  him  by  fome  of  his  chief  officers,  who  af-  widdiothg 
failinated  him  in  his  own  palace,  and  buried  him  in  the 
fame  garden  with  his  father.     They  did  not,  however, 
efcape  unpunifhed :    the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,   who 
-bad  no  fhare  in  this  rebellion,  rofe  up  in  arms  immedi- 
ately upon  the  news  of  it ;    and,  having  revenged  their 
king's  murder  by  the  death  of  the  confpirators,  placed 
jippn  the  throne  his  fon  Jofiah,  who  was  then  about  eight 
years  of  age  *. 

It  is  amazing  to  think  how  the  whole  kingdom  could 
be  over-run  with  all  kinds  of  wickednefs  and  idolatry  in 
theihort  reign  of  Amon,  after  it  had  been  fo  thoroughly 
purged  by  his  father  \  and  yet  it  was  grown  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  impiety  when  Jofiah  came  to  the  crown,  that  the 
prophet  Zephaniah,  who  was  contemporary  with  him, 
gives  us  a  moft  dreadful  catalogue  of  the  licentioufnefs 
and  irreligion  that  had  then  overfpread  the  land  **.  In  JoJUah^s 
thi^  fad  and  degenerate  condition  it  was,  when  this  infant  goodreig/t. 
monarch  took  the  reins ;  fo  that  it  required  nothing  lefs 
than  a  miracle  to  reform  it.  But  Jofiah,  it  feems,  had 
been  miraculoully  promifed,  above  three  hundred  years 
before,  by  a  prophet  fent  on  purpofe  to  Jeroboam  at 
Beth-el,  as  one  who  was  to  work  the  greateft  reformaT 

*  a  Chron.  xxxiii.  «i  to  the  end.  b  Zepban.  ili.  i,  &req« 

See  z  Kings  xxiii.  4.  6. 

(B)  He  was  buried  in  his    fuiiering  him  to  think  himfelf 
own  houfe  or  garden,  probably    worthy  to  be  depofited  among 
by  his  own  choice ;  the  f^nfe    his  anceftors. 
of  his  fbrmer  mifcarriages  not 
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tion  that  ever  was  efFefted  in  the  land :  a  refofmatiM 
which  Ihould  extend  through  the  two  kingdoms,  though 
his  tender  years  could  not  permit  him  immediately  to  un-^ 
dertake  any  thing,  except  perhaps  advifing  with  his  pioUs 
counfellors  about  what  was  to  be  done, .  and  the  propereft 

Yr.  of  Fl.  means  of  accompliihing  it.    He  married  in  the  fifteenth 
1715-       year  of  his  age,  and,  in  the  fixteenth^  had  a  fon  arid  fiic-' 

Ante  Chr.  ceiTor,  whom  he  named  Eliakim  (C) :  then  he  fet  about 

■__  ^^'  his  pre-meditated  defign,  with  furprifing  zeal,  diligence, 
and  intrepidity.  He  caufed  all  thofe  places  of  idolatry  td 
be  polluted  with  dead  men's  bones;  and  ordered  all  thofe 
priefts  who  had  aflfifted  at  that  unlawful  worfhip,  to  be 
for  ever  excluded  both  from  all  facerdotal  fun£^ions,  and 
from  the  privilege  of  eating  holy  things.     He  likewife 

Yr  of  FI.   ordered  all  the  wooden  idols,  altars,   and  other  combuft- 
17 1 8..      ible  materials,'  which  had  ferved  to  any  idolatrous  pur-^ 

Ante  Chr.  pofes,  together  with  the  chariots  and  horfes  which  had 
^30-  been  dedicated  to  the  fun,  the  veflTels  where  the  perpetual 
fire  was  kept,  the  image  of  the  grove,  and  all  that  he 
found  of  that  nature  in  the  temple,  to  Jbe  burnt,  and  the 
alhes  of  ^hem  to  be  thrown  over  the  graves  of  their  vo* 
taries ;  and  thofe  that  could  not  be  burnt,  he  caufed  to  be 
flung  into  the  river  Kidron. 

From  Jerufalem  he  repaired  to  the  Mount  of  OltvcSft. 
otherwife  called  the  Mount  of  Corruption,  where  he  dc- 
moliihed  and  defiled  all  the  altars  built  on  it  by  his  pre- 
deceffors ;  and  at  the  Valley  of  Hinnom,  a  place  infamous 
for  the  horrid  cruelties  that  were  praftifed  by  the  wor- 
ihippers  of  Moloch.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Beth-el, 
the  place  where  Jeroboam  the  firft  king  of  Ifrael  had  fet 
up  one  of  his  golden  calves ;  which  he  deftroyed,  toge- 
ther with  the  groves,  idols,  and  altars^  caufing  the  bodies 
of  the  idolatrous  priefts  to  be  dug  up,  and  burnt  upon 
them.  It  was  upon  this  occafion,  that,  having  obferved 
a  kind  of  monumental  infcripiion  upon  one  of  the  combs, 
he  was  informed,  it  was  that  of  the  prophet  who  came 
from  Judah,  to  denounce  to  Jeroboam  that  total  deftruc- 
tion  of  idolatry,  which  he  was  then  fulfilling;  where- 
upon, the  good  king  ordered,  that  a  particular  regard 
ihould  be  paid  to  his  afhes.  By  thefe  means,  thofe  of  the 
lying  prophet,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  his  difobedience 
and  untimely  death,  and  had  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried 

(C)  Probably,  in  full  con-     Godjhalltfiahlljb^mdkctofrof' 
fidcnce  that  God  would  profper    fer^  ^c^ 
his  defign ;  Eliakim  ilgnifying, 
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clofebyhim,  efcaped  being  difturbed,  and,  perhaps,  be- 
ing burned  with  the  reft.  In  a  word,  Jofiah  made  a  cir- 
cuit through  all  the  cities  of  Ifrael,  many  of  which  lay 
almoft  defolate  ;  and  deftroyed  every  where  the  idols  ^nd 
altars,  which  either  the  Ifraelites,  or  the  Aflyrian  co- 
lonies had  eftabliihed.  He  put  all  their  idolatrous  priefts 
to  death  ;  and,  having  thoroughly  purged  both  kingdoms 
from  every  kind  of  uncleannefs,  he  exerted  all  his  endea- 
vours in  reftoring  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  ufual  fer- 
vice  of  the  temple. 

By  this  time  he  had  attained  to  the  twenty-Gxth  year  of  ^he  UmpU 
his  age,  and  eighteenth  of  his  reign ;  and  beheld  with  re-  f^P^^^^* 
gret  the  dilapidations  of  that  facred   place;    to  repaii 
which  in  the  moft  efFe£tual  and  expeditious  manner,  he 
ordered  the  great  coffer,  into  which  the  poll-money  and 
free-will  offerings  ufed  to  be  depofited,  to  be  opened, 
and  the  money  to  be  diftributed  among  fuch  faithful  over- 
feers  as  would  execute  the  work  without  delay.     While 
they  were  thus  employed,  the  high-prieft,.  who  probably 
prefided  over  the  work,  fent  word  to  the  king,  that  he  had 
found  the  book  of  the  law  (D),    "^hich  he  fent  to  him  by   ^The  hook  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  temple.     Jofiah  delayed  not  to  read  the  Idw 
it;  and,  when  he  faw  what  dreadful  judgments  were  de-  J^^^ 
nounced  in  itj  againft  thofe  very  abominations  with  which 
he  had  found  the  whole  land  Over-run  at  his  acceflion  to 
the  crown,  he  rent  his  cloaths  in  a  tranfport  of  grief,  not 
doubting  but  that  both  he,  and  his  whole  kingdom,  would 
foon  feel  the  effefts  of  thofe  menaces.     There  lived  at  that 
time,  in  one  of  the  colleges  of  Jerufalcm,  a  famed  pro- 
phetefs  named  Huldah  ;  and  to  her  Jofiah  difpatched  fome 
of  his  prime  officers,  with  the  high-prieft  at  their  head,  to 
enquire  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  king  and  people. 
She  declared,  that  God  would  not  fail  to  inflift  all  thofe 
fevere  punifhments  upon  his  faithlefs  and  ungrateful  fub- 
jefts  ;  but  that,  as  for  himfelf,  the  concern  and  remorfc 
which  he  had,  lately  exprefTed,  had  fo  far  fufpcnded  the 
divine  vengeance,   that  he  fhould  be    happily  gathered 
unto  his  fathers  in.  peace,  before  the  nation  felt  its  dire 
effe£ls. 

(D)    This  is  generally   a-  moft  holy  place ;   which  fome 

greed  to  have  been  the  arche-  pious  high-prieft  had  caufed  to 

type  of  the  Pentateuch  called  be  thus  hid,  in  the  reign  of 

Hathorah,  written  by  Mofes,  Ahaz  or  ManaiTeh,  to  prevent 

and  by  hjm  ordered  to  be  de-  its  being  deftroyed. 
polited,  with  the  ark,   in  the  • 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  Jofiah,  fenfible  that  hi^ 
people  had  been  guilty  of  a  fhameful  negleft  of  the  three 
grand  feftivals  enjoined  by  Mofes^  aiTembled  the  heads  of 
the  people,  from  all  parts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  the 
temple.  There  having  mounted  the  royal  tribunal,  he  ac- 
quainted them  with  his  having  happily  recovered  the  vo- 
lume of  the  Mdfaic  law.,  and  he  himfelf  read  it  in  their 
hearing  5  he  then  informed  them  of  his  defign  of  expiat- 
ing, as  much'as  poffible,  their  former  negledlt,  by  a  more 
careful  obfervance  of  it ;    and,  as  the  folemn  feaft  of  the 

Yr.  of  Fl.  Paflbver  was  now  at  hand,  which  he  refolved  fhould  be 
»7»5*       celebrated  with  the  utmoft  folemnity,  he  exhorted  them 

Ante  Chr.  ^^  follow  his  example,  and  to  prepare  themfelves  for  that 
grand  feftival.     Whilft  the  people  were  employed  in  pu- 

TAePaffb'    rifying  themfelves,  'Jofiah  corhmanded  the  priefts  to  make 

n/ir  kepu  a  more  ftri6l  fearch  into  the  temple,  and  to  caft  out  and 
deftroy  all  the  profane  and  idolatrous  lumber  that  (hould 
be  found  in  it ;  to  bring  the  ark,  and  all  the  facred  utcn- 
fils,  which  had  been  removed  in  former  reigns,  and  to  de- 
pofite  them  in  their  former  place  and  order.  All  thefe 
commands  being  fpeedily  executed  by  the  priefts  and  peo- 
ple, the  ceremony  of  the  Paflbver  was  celebrated  with 
more  zeal  and  magnificence  than  had  appeared  in  that  fo- 
lemnity fince  the  days  of  Samuel.  Finally,  the  king  made 
a  fecond  progrefs  through  the  kingdom  ;  •  expelled  all  the 
wizards  and  inchanters ;  inftituted  courts  of  judicature 
every  where,  giving  ftri(3:  charge,  both  to  the  magiftrates, 
and  alfo  to  the  priefts  and  Levites,  to  fee  that-  the  people 
'  were  inftrufled  in,  and  kept  obedient  to  the  law  of  Mofes  *^, 
In  this  manner  did  the  pious  monarch  endeavour,  with 
the  fincereft  zeal,  to  reftore  the  pure  worftiip  of  God 
through  his  dominions,  and  to  clear  it  from  all  the  dregs 
of  fuperftition  and  idolatry;  in  hopes  of  averting  his  im- 
pending judgment.  Neverthelefs,  the  divine  anger  M'as 
not  abated  in  the  leaft  againft  the  people  \  who,  though 
they  fo  far  complied  with  their  fovereign,  as  to  (hew  an 
outward  zeal  for  God,  were  yet  found  ready  to  relapfc 
into  the  vileft  abominations,  whenever  they  met  with  any 
encouragement  for  it  under  a  wicked  reign.  Thefe  forced 
reformations,  therefore,  could  not  but  render  them  more 
odious  in  the  fight  of  God;  fo  that,  having  denounced  a 
total  deftru<9:ion  againft  the  land,  by  his  prophet  Zepha- 
niah  ^y  and  by  the  prophetefs  Huld^h^  he  haftened  to  take 

^  t  Kings  xxii.  &  xxiii.  paflini.    %  Chroii«  xxxiv,  &  xxxv» 
pr\0im.  d  Zeph.  i.  i^  &  feq. 
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the  good  prince  to  himfelf,  according  to  his  promife,  that 
his  eyes  might  not  behold  the  dreadful  calamities  that  were 
to  'fell  upon  his  nation. 

Jofiah  had  by  this  time  reigned  thirty^ne  years  in  pro-   Yr,  of  Fl. 
found  peace,  when  Pharaoh  Necho  advanced  agalnft  the       >738* 
Aflyrians,  or   rather  Babylonians,  as  far  as  the  city  of  ^^^^  ^^''* 
CarchemiQi,  fituate  upon  the  river  Euphrates  *.     It  is  not  * 

eafy  to^fay,  whether  Jofiah  looked  upon  the  defign  of  this  jofiah- 
expedition  to  be  levelled  againft  his  own  territories  ;    or,  mortally 
which  is  ftill  more  probable,  whether  the  kings  of  Judali   '^^oufidedat 
were  tributaries,  and  under  a  kind  of  obligation  to  thofe  of  ^fff'^*« 
Babylon,  to  aifift  them  againft  all  their  enemies.  •  Certain 
it  is,  Jofiah  was  no  fooner  apprifcd  of  the  Egyptian  mo- 
narch's defign,  than  he  aflembled  a  powerful  army,  and 
marched  againft  him  to  the  Valley  of  Megiddo.  \  Here 
Pharaoh  endeavoured  to  difluade  him  from  concerning 
himfelf  in  the  war  between  him  and  the  Babylonians,  a£^ 
furing  him  by  his  ambaffadors,  that  he  had  no  hoftile  de- 
fign againft  Judah  :   Jofiah  would  not  be  perfuaded,  but 
fallied  out,  as  if  his  chief  defign  had  been  to  fight  him  in 
perfon  ;  but,  before  he  could  reach  him,  he  received  a 
mortal  wound,  and  was  conveyed  from  the  field  of  battle. 
He  died  as  foon  as  he  had  reached  Jerufalem  ^  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  greatly  lamented  by  all  his 
good  fubjeOs ;  particularly  by  the  prophet  Jeremy,  who 
is  fuppofed  to  have  compofed  that  elegy,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Lamentations,  upon  his  death  8. 

Jofiah  was   fucceeded   by   his  fon    Jehoahaz,    whom   Jeho' 
the  people  fet  upon  the  throne  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  ^}^^  . 
his  age ;  not  in  right  of  fucceflion,  for  he  was  the  youngeft  ■'        ^''-f*» 
of  Jofiah's  fons,  but  by  downright  fadion.     He  oegan  to 
give  them  early  proofs,  that  he  defigned  to  reign  as  wick- 
edly as  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  done ;  upon  which 
account  Jeremiah  was  at  firft  fent  to  him   from  God,  to 
exhort  him  to  imitate  his  father's  piety,  adding,  that,  if 
he  did  not,  he  fhould  be  carried  away  captive,  and  die  in 
a  ftrange  land ''.   Pharaoh  Necho  came  accordingly  againft 
Jerufalem,   in  his  return  from  the  Affyrian  expedition, 
and  dethroned  him,  in  the  third  month  of  his  reign  ;  and,  Depofed% 
having  fet  his  elder  brother  EHakim,  *  whofe  name  he 
changed  into  that  of  Jehoiakim,   upon  the  throne,  and 
laid  him  under  the  yeaily  tribute  of  a  hundred  talents  of 

e  ft  Chron.  xxxv.  so.  ^  Com  p.  2  Kings,  xxiii.  99,  &  feq.  and 
%  Chron.  xxxv.  20,  k  feq.  %  Hieron.  Prsf.in  Thren.  Ufhcr  &  aU 
^  Jerem*  xxii.  i,  &  fcq. 
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andtarried  (ilvcr,  and  oftc  talent  of  gold,  carried  his  captive  brother 
captii/imt§  into  Egypt,  where  he  ended  his  dayss. 
yif^k'  '        Jehoiakim  was  not  terrified  by  this  difafterfrom  fol- 
wtcked        lowing  his  unhappy  brother's  fteps,  nor  the  people  from 
nign*  conforming  to  his  wicked  ways ;  infomuch  that  Jeremiah 

was  ordered  by  God,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign, 
to  denounce  his  fevere  judgments  againft  them,  unlefs 
.  they  repented.    The  time  chofen  for  this  denunciation 
was  the  feaft  of  Tabernacles,  when  there  was  the  gieatefi 
concourfe  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
Jenmlah     the  place,  the  court  of  the  temple.     The  prophet  having 
mccuf$dm       threatened  them  with  the  deftruftion  of  the  city  and  tem- 
ple, was  feized  by  the  prieils  and  people,  and  accufed  as 
a  fowef  of  fedition,  worthy  of  death.     He  was,  however, 
acquitted  by  the  nobles^  as  a  perfon  who  fpoke  by  divine 
command  ^;  and  found  a  powerful  proteftor  with  the  king> 
in  Ahikam,  the  fon  of  Shaphan^  who  had  formerly  been 
in  great  credit  and  authority  under  Jofiah.    This  patron 
had  influence  enough,  on  this  occafion,  to  fcreen  him  from, 
the  fury  of  the  people  * ;  though  he  had  foretold,  about  the 
fame  time,  the  acceflion  of  Zedekiah  to  the  crown  of  Ju« 
dah,  and  that  of  Nebuchadnezzar  to  the  throne  of  Ba-. 
bylon  ^. 
*Thi  Baby-        About  four  years  after  this  tranfadJion,  he  predifted  the 
ioni/h  cap^    deftruftion  of  Jerufalem,  and  of  the  temple,  and  the  Ba- 
/jw/y/or/-  byionifti  captivity  under  Nebuchadnezzar,  which  he  faid 
would  laft  feventy  years  ;  at  the  expiration  of  jvhich,.  that 
monarchy  would  be  at  an  end,  and  the  land  become  de- 
folate  (E;.     In  the  fame  year,  being  ftiut  up  in  prifon,  he 
caufed   Baruk,    who  was  his  fcribe,    to  write  from  his 
mouth  the  tenor  of  the  fame  threatenings,  and  to  go  and 
read  them  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people,  who  were  then 
affembled  at  the  temple,  upon  fome  folemn  fall.     Baruk 
obeyed,  and  fome  of  the  chief  minifters,  having  taken  the 
roll  from  him,  brought  it  to  the  king,  who,  underftand^ 
jehotahtm's  j^g  the  contents,  flung  it  into  the  fire,  notwithftanding 
itapi'^j  5       tj^g  endeavours  pf  thofe  that  were  prefent  to  prevent  its 
being  deftroyed.    Jeremiah   and  his  meflenger,    would 

z  Vide  s  Kings  xxiii.  3T,&  feq.  %  Chron.  xxxvi.  i,  s,  3,  4. 
Ezck.  XIX.  1, 1,  3,  4.  ^  Jerem.  xxvi.  1—19.  ^  Ibid,  vcr.  io> 
ad  fin.  k  Ibid,  xxvii.  1— 11. 

(E)  This  captivity  was  like-    underthetypeof  Tyre  •    and 
wife  foretold,    though  not  in    alfo  by'Habakkuk(i). 
fuch  plain  terms,   by  Ifaiah, 

(1)  Hahak.  i*  2,  &  feq. 

have 
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Bave  doubtlefs  felt  the  effeSs  of  his  fury,  had  they  not, 

^s  it  were  by  a  ntiracle,  been  kept  out  of  his  reach  j  how-        '  v 

ever,  his  impiety  did  not  efcape  unpunifhed.     The  prophet 

was   ordered   to  write   the  fame  denunciations   again**, 

which  were  foon  fulfilled  by  the  arrival  of  the  Babylonifli  puniflittL> 

king  with  a  powerful  army. 

Neither  were  idolatry,  and  contempt  of  God'§  worfliip, 
the  only  crimes  with  which  Jehoiakim's  reign  is  branded  ; 
he  added  to  them  the  moft  horrid  cruelties  and  tyrannies, 
rapine  and  bloodihed ;  building  and  adorning  the  moft 
fumptuous  palaces  by  violence  and  opprefGon  ;  perverting 
juftice,  and  inventing  charges  againft  the  innocent  to  put 
them  to  death  ;  befides  his  being  deaf  to  the  admonitions 
of  fo  many  prophets.  For  thefe  enormities,  Jeremiah 
pronounced  at  laft  this  dreadful  fentence  againft  him ; 
that  he  fhould  be  given  up  into  the- hands  of  his  moft 
dreaded  enemy,  even  of  Nebuch'adnezzar  ;  that  he  fhould 
die  unpitied  and  unlamented  ;  that  he  ftiould  have  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  an  afs ;  and  that  his  carcafe  fhould  rot  upon 
the  ground  ^  By  this  time  alfo,  two  fingular  prediftions 
of  that  prophet  had  been  fulfilled,  which  ought  both  to 
have  added  weight  to  the  reft,  and  opened  the  infatuated 
prince's  eyes  to  his  imminent  dagger.  Jeremiah  hadfomp 
time  before  forewarned  him  not  to  rely  upon  the  affiftance 
of  the  king  of  Egypt,  whofe  army  was  ftill  at  Carchemifh, 
fince  it  would  be  totally  overthrown  by  the  more  fuccefT- 
ful  arms  of  the  young  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  prince  point- 
ed out  by  Providence  to  fubdue  the  rebellious  nation  of 
the  Jews.  This  event  happened  accordingly  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Jehoiakim's  reign,  when  that  young  prince,  was 
.  fent  againft  the  king  of  Egypt,  and  defeated  him  entirely, 
at  Carchemifh,  took  the  place,  put  the  whole  garifon  to 
the  fword,  and  repulfed  the  troops  that  came  to  its 
afliftance  ^. 

This  viftory  proved  the  prelude  of  Judah*s  misfortunes, 
the  conqueror  marched  direftly  againft  Jerufalem,  which 
having  taken,  he  rifled  the  temple  of  its  moft  precious  fur-,  jitufaiem 
niture,  and  the  royal  palace  of  its  moft  hopeful  and  beau-  tahn. 
tiful  young  princes,  to  be  made  eunuchs  in  his  own  court, 
according  to  Ifaiah's  prophecy  to  Hezekiah  ;  and  the  city 
wa^  deprived  of  all  its  choiceft  youths,  whether  for  birth, 
learning,  wit,  or  beauty,  who  were  likewife  fent  to  Ba- 
bylon.    Among  thefe  laft  were  Daniel  and  his  three  com- 

*»  Jerem.  xxxvi.  i,  &  feqq.  i  Jererti.  xxxvi.  30,31,  comp. . 

vith  ch.  xxii.  13.  xxiv.  to  tht  end.  ^  Ulher  fub  A.  M.  3397, 
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panions.  Jehoiakim  was  at  firft  put  into  boncfs,  and  de 
fign^d  to  be  fent  away  with  the  reft  \  but  upon  his  fub* 
miflion,  and  promife  of  paying  a  yearly  tribute,  the  yiftor 
changed  his  mind,  and  left  him  as  a  kind  of  viceroy  over 
his  own  kingdom.  But,  whilft  Nebuchadnezzar  was  em- 
ployed in  other  cohquefts,  the  king  of  Judah  renounced 
his  dominion,  after  he  had  been  fubjefted  three  years  , 
and  refufed  to  pay  the  tribute.  The  Aflyrian  monarch, 
exafperated  at  this  omiffion,  fent  an  army  into  Judaea, 
confifting  of  Syrians,  Chaldseans,  Ammonites,  and  Moab- 
ites,  who  wafted  the  whole  kingdom,  carried  away  three 
thoufand  and  twenty-three  prifoners  ; 'took  and  murdered 
JehoiakinCt  the  unfortunate  Jehoiakim,  and  dragged  his  carcafe  out 
death,  of  the  city-gates,  where  they  left  it  unburied,  according 

to  Jeremiah's  prediftion. 
Yr.  of  Fl.       This  prince  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Jehoiachin,  called 
1749.       alfo   Jechoniah,    and    in    contempt   Coniah,    then    but 
A/ite  Chr.  eighteen  years  old :  whether  he  aiTumed  the  crown  con- 
^99-        trary  to  Nebuchadnezzar's  intention,  or  had  endeavoured 
*fgfjQla,        to  make  off  his  yoke,  the  text  doth  not  fay,  but  only  ob- 
chin'swick'  ferves,  that  he  was  as  wicked  as  his  father.     However, 
eU  reign,-     that  monarch  advanced  ^gainll  him  before  he  had  reigned 
three  months  :  Jehoiachin  went  out  to  him,  not  in  a  hof- 
tile,  but  fubmiffive  manner,  attended  by  his  rnother,  and 
his   whole    court ;    but  they  found  him  inexorable,  and 
and  capti'    were  all  fent  away  captive  to  Babylon,  where  they  died. 
v;/>'.  The  temple,  palace,  treafury^  and  the  whole  city,  were  a 

fecond  time  ranfacked  and  ftripped  of  all  that  was  valuable. 
Nebuchadnezzar   alfo    tranfported    ten    thoufand    men, 
famed  for  valour  or  wifdom  ;    befides  a  thoufand  of  the 
beft  artificers  in  gold,  filver,  and  other  metals  and  mate- 
rials:  in  a  word,  he  left  fcarce  any  behind  but  the  very 
dregs  of  the  people,  to  cultivate  the  land.     Among  his 
captives,  was  the  famed  Mordecai,  and,  as   is   moft    ge- 
nerally believed,    the  prophet  Ezekiel.  .  Finally,    he  fet 
Mattaniah,  who  was  the  fon  of  Joflah,  and  uncle  to  the 
unhappy  Jehoiachin,  upon  the  throne,  and  changed  his 
name  into  Zedekiah ;  and,  having  laid  hini  under  a  cer- 
tain tribute,  and  taken  ah  oath  of  fidelity  and  fubjcSion  ', 
returned  to  his  own  dominions. 
Zedekiah''s        Zedekiah  began  to  reign  in  the  tweiity-firft  year  of  his 
^'ig'^*  ,        age,  and  proved  as  impious  as  his  late  predeceffors  :  how- 
ever, he  continued  faithful  to  the  king  of  Babylon  fome 
few  years,  during  which,  he  received  embaffics  from  the 

^  %  Cbron.  xxxvi.  13.    Ezek,  xvri,  ii,  &  feqq. 

kings 
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Icmgs  of  Ammon,  Moab,  Edom,  Tyre,  and  Sidon,  who 
were  all  under  the  fame  yoke,  feemingly  indeed  to  con- 
gratulate him  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  crown,  but,  in 
faft,  to  enter  into  a  confederacy  with  him  againft  the 
Chaldeans.  The  young  prince  gave  but  too  much  heed  ' 
to  their  propofal ;  but  Jeremiah,  who  was  warned  of  it, 
fent  to  everyone  of  the  ambafladors  chains  and  yokes, 
which  he  bid  them  carry  to  their  refpeftive  matters^  ad- 
vifing  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  fubmit  willingly  to 
the  king  of  Babylon,  and  not  provoke  him  to  lay  a  much 
ieverer  yoke  upon  them,  by  giving  credit  to  their  lying 
foothfayers  and  ftar-gazers*.  .  There  were,  at  the  fame  Decet^ued" 
time,  at  Jerufalem,  feveral  ppetended  prophets,  who  en-  ^J'^^f^^fi 
4eavoured  to  perfuade  the  too  credulous  king,  that  the  ^^°'^ 
captivity  would  be  fhortly  at  an  end,  and  that  the  facred 
veflels,  which  had  been  carried  away,  would  be  all  re- 
ftored  to  the  temple.  Jeremiah,  on  the  contrary,  declar- 
ed, that  thofe  few  which  had  been  left  behind,  would  be 
carried  off  with  the  reft.  Thus,  for  fome  years,  therje 
was  nothing  to  be  heard,  but  prediAions  of  vidlory  and 
deliverance  on  the  part  of  the  lalfe  prophets,  and  of  de* 
folation  and  ruin  from  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah,  Thefe 
meafures  raifed  him  many  a  bitter  enemy,  not  only  in 
Judaea,  but  eyea^n  Babylon .:  for  he  had  taken  the  op- 
portunity, as  often  as  Zedekiah  fent  his  yearly  tribute 
thither,  to  write  letters  to  the  captives,  exhorting  them 
Xo  bear  their  yoke  patiently,  and  not  to,  expe£b  at  deliver- 
ance before  the  feventy  years  flioqld  be  expired  ;  and  they, 
in  return,  wrote  letters  into  Judsea,  to  defire  that  he 
might  be  apprehended  and  punifiied  as  a  dangerous 
enemy  to  his  country,  who, uttered,  not  what  was  in- 
(piced  by  the  God  of  Ifrael,  but  what  was  difbted  by  the 
king  of  Babylon  °.  - 

"^This  conteft  lafted  fome  years,  during  which,  his  ene-  Rebels  «- 
fnies  caufed  him  to  be  imprifoned.    The  infatuated  king  S^^nft  ^^' 
was  at  length  perfuaded,  by  his  falfe  prophets,  to  (hake  ^^^^«'«- 
off  the  Babyloniih  yoke  j  and  that  rafli  enterprize  haflened 
the  total  deftru<Sion  of  temple  and  city.     He  was  then  in 
the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  when  Nebuchadnezzar  ad- 
vanced with  a  powerful  army ;  wafted  the  whole  country ; 
feized  upon  his  fortrefles,  and  at  length  laid  clofe  fiege  jtrufalem 
to  Jerufalem,  before  Zedekiah  could  make  any  provifion,  bejieged. 
cither  for  his  own  defence  or  efcape  ".    It  was  th.en,  that, 

1  Jercm.  xxvii,  paflim.  m  Ibid.  ■  %  Kings  xxv, 

X,  k  feq.    Jerem.  xxxix..r.    Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  X.  cap.  19. 

H  h  4  *  feeing 


A  J  2  The  Hiftory  of  the  Jews 

feeing  his  error  too  late,  he  fent  privately  to  confult  Je- 
remiah, who  declared,  that  the  city  and  temple  would 
.  certainly  be  deftroyed,  and  hinifelf  and  all  his  fubjefts 
carried  into  captivity  °  (F).     In  the  mean  time,    Pharaoh 
Hophra,  or  Apries,  marched  with  an  army  againlt  the 
befiegers :  ]ofephus  fays,  that  Zcdekiah  had  made  an  al- 
liance with  him,   before  he  ventured  to  throw  off  the 
yoke  P  ;   Nebuchadnezzar  immediately  raifed  the  fiege  for 
the  prefent,  and  advanced  direftly  againft  the  Egyptians. 
This  retreat  produced  fuch  infatuation  among  the  people 
in  the  city,  that,  looking  upon  themfelves  as  already  out. 
of  all  danger,  they  ventured  to  force  into  their  fervice 
thofe  very  fervants  whom  they  had  but  lately  difmifled, 
it  being  the  fabbatic  year ;    not  fo  much  out  of  regard  to 
the  law  of  Mofes,  as  out  of  the  fear  they  were  in,  of  their 
revolting  to  the  Chaldeans-     The  king,  however,  feiit  to 
defire  Jeremiah  to  put  up  his  prayers  to  God  for  him  and 
the  nation ;   but  was  anfwered  by  him,  that  the  Chal- 
deans would  renew  the  fiege  with  frefli  vigour  5    and  tba)t 
his  Egyptian  allies  would  leave  him  to  their  mercy,  and 
return  into  their  .own  country.     Nebuchadnezzar,  accor- 
dingly, having  routed  the  Egyptians,  returned  to  the  fiege, 
,  and  carried  it  on  fo  vigorouuy,  that  the  inhabitants,  be- 

ginning to  labour  under  great  fcarcity  of  provifions,  found 
It  impoflible  to  hold  it  out  longer.  During  this  laft  fiege, 
the  king  fent  often  to  Jeremiah,  in  hopes  of  receiving  at 
length  feme  corjtifortable  news ;  but  he  would  fend  no 
other  anfwer,  than  that  they  muft  be  all  carried  away  into 
captivity.  Happy  had  it  been  for  them,  if  they  had  taken 
his  counfel,  and  tried  to  foften  their  conqueror  by  timely 
fubmiflion ;  but,  inftead  of  trying  this  expedient,  the 
king  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape  by  night,  attended 


Jerem.  xxxiv.  i,  &  feq. 


« 

P  Antlq* 


(F)  About  the  fame  time, 
Ezekiel  prophelied  at  Babylon, 
much  the  fame  miferies  that 
Jeremiah  preidi6ted  at  Jerufa- 
lem  ;  with  this  difference,  that 
the  one  faid,  the  king  ihould 
never  fee  Babylon ;  whereas 
the  other  faid  exprefsly,  that 
he  (hould  be  carried  thither 
prifoner,  and  end  his  days 
there.  This  feeming  contra- 
didlion,     Jofephus    tells    us, 


» 


daggered  the  king's  faith,  and 
made  him  give  the  lefs  heed  to 
them  ;  but  the  difficulty  was 
rather  how  to  reconcile  Eze- 
kiel to  himfelf,  who  adds, 
'*  that  he  ihould  die  there, 
though  he  did  not  fee  it.  How- 
ever, Nebuchadnezzar  found 
out  the  way  of  doing  it,  by 
putting  that. unfortunateprince's 
eyes  out, 

by 
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by  his  nobles  and  guards.    The  Chaldeans,  being  apprifed 

of  his  defign,  purfued  them,  and  brought  them  back  to 

their  exafperated  monarch,  at  Riblah  ;   where  he  glutted 

his  revenge  upon  the  unfortunate  king  of  Judah  with  the  Yr.  of  Fh 

utmoft  cruelty,  by  caufing  ail  his  children  to  be  butchered       1760. 

before  his  eyes,  and  then  ordering  his  eyes  to^be  put  out,   -^^^^  Chr, 

that  no  objeft  might  afterwards  obliterate  the  idea  of  .that        ^ 

bloody  fcene.    This  calamity  happened  towards  the  end    Zedekiah's 

of  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign :   he  was^  foon  after  fent  mifgrabli 

into  Babylon,  loaden  with  chains,  and  ended  his  days  in  in(L 

prifon. 

The  city  was  at  length,  after  two  years  and  a  half 
clofe  and  ftrenuous  fiege  from  without,  and  a  devouring 
famine  which  raged  within,  entered  by  the  viftorious 
Chaldeans  on  Wednefday  the  nth  of  the  fourth  month, 
anfwering  to  our  27th  of  July,  in  the  year  of  the 
world  3416". 

They  plundered  the  temple  and  palaces,  and  feized  The  elty 
every  where  upon  the  richeft  fpoil.  Nebuz^radan,  who  plundend^^ 
commanded  them  after  Nebuchadnezzar's  departure, 
caufed  the  two  brazen  columns,  that  flood  in  the  court  of 
the  temple,  to  be  broken  in  pieces,  and  all  the  goM,  fil- 
Tcr,  and  coftly  furniture,  to  be  taken  away,  whilft  the 
reft  of  his  army  made  the  fame  havock  in  the  city.  On 
the  third  day  after  his  entrance,  which  was  the  i  oth  of 
the  fourth  month,  anfwering  to  our  Auguft  27th  %  and 
a  fabbath  day,  he  ordered  the  temple,  palace,  and  the 
whole  city,  to  be  fet  on  fire,- and  burnt  to  the  ground,  andburnt^ 
The  walls,  towers,  and  other  fortifications,  were  demo- 
lifhed,  and  all  the  Jews,  including  the  very  dregs  of  the 
people,  were  carried  awafi  prifoners,  except  fome  few  of 
the  bafer  fort,  whom  he  left  to  till  the  land  p.  As  for  Je- 
remiah, Nebuchadnezzar  had  given  his  general  fuch 
charge  concerning  him,  that  he  was  well  treated,  and  fet 
at  libq:ty ;  and  went  and  lived  with  Gedaliah  (G),  whom 
that  general  left  as  a  kind  of  governor  over  the  miferable 
remnant  of  Judah. 

»  Vide  Uiher  in  Ann.  •  Uflier  fub  A.  M.  3416.  p  1  Kings 
xxv.  pafHrn.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  11,  &  feq.  Jerem.  xxxix.  paflim. 
Jofepb.  Ant.  lib.  x.  cap.  ii. 

(G)  This  Gedaliah  was  the  to  fcreeh  that  prophet   from 

fbn  of  Ahican,    a  perfon   in  the   refentment  of   the  king, 

fuch  credit  in    all  the    latter  and  fury  of  the  people* 
^igns,  that  he  had  been  able 

Such 
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Such  was  the  dreadful  cataftrophe  of  the  IfraeKtifli 
monarchy,  after  it  had  flood  four  hundred  and  fixty-eight 
years,  from  the  time  that  David  began  to  reign  over  it ; 
three  humired  and  eighty-eight  years  from  the  revolt  of 
the  ten  tribes;  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  years  from 
the'excifion  of  the  Ifraelitifli  commonwealth. 

One  of  the  princes  of  Judah,  called  lihmael,  who  had 
efcaped  the  common  fate,  by  taking  refuge  with  the  king 
of  Ammon,  obferving,  after  Nebuzaradan's  depar- 
ture, that  great  numbers  of  difperfed  Jews  flocked  to 
Gedaliah,  who  gave  them  a  kind  reception,  and  pro- 
vifions  for  their  fubfiftence,  until  they  could  have  time 
to  cultivate  the  land,  was  impelled  by  envy,  or  infti- 
gated  by  the  Ammonitifh  king  to  deprive  (lini  of  life. 
With  this  infamous  defign,  he  repaired  to  Mizpe^i  ac- 
companied by  ten  refolute  afTociates.  Gedaliah  was  in- 
deed warned  of  his  intent ;  but  far  from  giving  credit 
to  it,  entertained  him  with  all  tte  tokens  of  friendfiiip 
and  refped);,  thereby  affording  the  treacherous  lihmael 
an  opportunity  of  murdering  him,  and  all  the  brave 
Chaldeans  he  had  about  him.  Two  days  after  this  maf- 
facre,  meeting  with  about  fourfcore  Ifraelites  clad  in 
mourning,  who  were  going  to  bewail  the  ruin  of  the  city 
and  temple,  he  enticed  them  to^izpeh,  where  he  mur- 
dered them,  and  threw  their  carcafTes  into  a  well.  But 
in  his  return  to  the  land  of  Ammon,  with  a  number  of 
prifoners  which  he  made  at  Mizpeh,  among  whom  were 
fome  princefTes  of  Judah,  whom  the  Babylonifh  general 
had  left  with  Gedaliah;  he  was  purfued  by  Johanam, 
and  fome  other  Hebrew  captains,  who  refcued  all  the 
prifoners,  and  forced  him  to  fly  for  his  life.  This  bar- 
barous affaflination  imprefTed  the  Jewifh  officers  and  the 
reft  of  the  people  with  fuch  an  apprehenfion  of  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  Chaldeans,  that  they  began  to  think  of 
fleeing  into  Egypt  for  fafety.  On  this  fubjeft  they  con- 
fulted  Jeremiah,  who  anfwered  from  the  I-.ord,  that  if 
they  tarried  in  Judaea,  they  fhould  be  protedled  from 
the  Chaldeans  ;  but  that,  if  they  pcrfifted  in  their  defign 
of  going  down  into  l^gypt,  they  fliould  all  inevitably 
perifh,  and  fhare  in  the  dreadful  calamities  of  that  (ink- 
ing kingdom.  This  refponfe,  however,  was  fo  far  from 
deterring  them,  that  fufpefting  the  prophet  was  infli- 
gated  by  Baruk,  rather  than  infpired  by  God,  they  not 
only  ventured  to  go  down ;  but  even  forced  Jeremiah 
and  Baruk  to  accompany  them  in  their  flight.     As  fopn  as 

they 
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tlicy  reached  the  city  of  Taphnes,  Jeremiah  began  to 
foretel  the  reduftion  of  that  place,  and  the  defolation  of 
that  kingdom  by  Nebuchadnezzar ;  which  happened  ac- 
cordingly. What  became  of  Jeremiah,  is  not  known  $ 
fome  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  ftoned  by  his  countrymen : 
but  that  fuppofition  is  mere  conjecture. 


THE 


EXPLANATION     OF 


SOL  O  M  O  N's    T  E  M  P  L  E 


AND   OF    THB 


CITY    OF    JERUSALEM. 


FO  R  the  right  underftanding  the  defcription  in  the 
plate,  we  fhall  lay  down  tnc  following  preliminary 
obfervations : 

I.  Firft.  The  temple  of  Solomon,  which  ftood  on 
Mount  Moriah,  being  our  chief  and  proper  objeft,  we  give 
the  place  or  ground-plot  of  it  whole  and  complete,  juft 
as  we  conceive  it  to  have  been. 

II.  Secondly.  We  pretend  to  no  other  knowlege  of  the 
temple,  but  what  we  have  in  Scripture  in  terminis  j  and 
where  that  fails,  we  only  beg  to  be  allowed  the  ufe  of  cri- 
ticifm,  and  reafonable  or  plaufible  conjefture.  As  for  an- 
cient authors,  we  have  none  to  produce  befides  jofe- 
phus,  -and  other  Jews  rather  of  a  later  date.  Now  all 
we  might  learn  from  them,  which  has  no  foundation  in 
Holy  Writ,  to  us  is  no  evidence  at  all.  Much  they  knew, 
or  pretended  to  know,  from  tradition  ;  but  that,  we  pre- 
fume,  is  not  to  be  depended  upon.  We  know  no  monu- 
ments they  had,  befides  thofe  we  have  ourfelves ;  and  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  properly  fo  called,  being  a  fort  of  dead 
language  at  the  time  thofe  authors  wrote,  it  may  well  be 
doubted  whether  they,  who  had  no  other  books  to  learn 
It  by  than  thofe  that  are  now  in  ufc,  could  underftand  it 

better 
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better  than  thofc  that  ftudy  it  at  prefent.  Nay  more,  if 
might  be  fhewn,  that  Jofephus  underftood  not  fome  of 
thofe  Hebrew  words  he  pretends  to  explain  in  his  Hiftoiy 
«    of  the  Jews. 

III.  Thirdly.  We  admit  of  Ezekiel  as  a  prophet :  yet 
we  do  not  allow  that  he  has  given  us  a  defcription  of  the 
temple  of  Solomon,  but  of  a  prophetic  or  emblematical 
edifice  which  never  exifted.  Whether  any  body  has  ever 
apprehended  Solomon's  temple  to  have  been  of  each  fide 
above  500  cubits,  we  do  not  know  ;  but  that  would  be  no- 
thing to  Ezekiel's,  which  was  500  reeds,  that  is  to  fay,  3000 
cubits,  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  reed  was  fix. cubits; 
fo.that  here  Is  a  difierence,  as  of  fix  to  one,  in  their  ca- 
pacity or  inclofure.  The  fquare  being  2000  reeds,  will 
not  give  lefs  than  12000  and  odd  cubits,  or  about  4500 
paces.  Now  Jerufalem  itfelf  was  never  fo  large%  How 
then  can  we  fuppofe  the  temple  to  have  been  fo,  that  was 
but  part  of  that  city?  Befides,  Jofephus,  in  the  dimen* 
fions  he  gives  us  of  Herod's  temple,  which  he  had  feen, 
and  was  by  far  the  largeft  of  the  three,  does  not  exceed 
4  ftadia,  or  500- paces.  In  a  word,  never  any  real  tem- 
ple, built  upon  Moriah,  was,  any  thing  near  fo  large  as 
that  temple  Ezekiel  faw  and  delineated  by  infpiration. 

rV.  Fourthly.  It  is  known,  that  when  the  Hebrews 
did  worfhip,  they  turned  themfelves  towards  the  moft 
^  holy  place  or  temple  ^  Now  we  learn  from  what  Ezekiel 
faw,  that  it  lay  weft  ward  of  its  door  and  entry.  His 
words  are  very  plain  • :  **  Behold,"  fays  he,  **  at  the  door 
of  the  temple  were  about  five-and-twenty  men,  with  their 
backs  towards  the  temple,  and  their  faces  towards  the 
eaft ;  and  they  worfhipped  the  fun  towards  the  eaft  ;" 
therefore  the  front  of  the  temple  was  turned  towards  the 
eaft  ;  and  this  is  confirmed  by  Jofephus  %  who  fo  far 
muft  be  right,  the  temple  having  at  firft  been  in  the  fame 
Ctuation  he  faw  it  in  afterwards. 

V.  Laftly.  Though  our  proper  enquiry,  be  into  what 
appears  to  us  to  be  ftriftly  true,  as  to  this  matter  of  So- 
•  lomon's  temple,  yet  we  do  not  pretend  that  all  that  is 
true  of  it  has  })een  faid  by.  us,  becaufe  it  is  poflible  many 
things  about  it  may  have  been  omitted  by  the  Scripture 
hiftorians,  and  therefore  cannot  in  any  wife  be  faid  by 
others.  All  we  pretend  to,  is  carefully  to  diftinguifh  be- 
tween thofe  things  we  have   a  full  proof  of,  and  thofe 

*-  J  Kin^s    vjii.  48.      Pfal.   cxxx.   i«.     Dian.   vi.  10,  &  paflT. 
•  Ezekiel  viii.  16.  t  Jofeph.  Antiq.  lib.  viii.  cap.  ai,  &  feq. 
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wherein  wc  only  try  to  make  fome  near  approaches  to- 
wards the  truth  5  and  upon  this  foot  will  now  be  ex- 
plained the  feveral  particulars  in  the  plan  before  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  indication  of  them  by  the  letters  in  the 
margin,  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  finding  out  what* 
ever  may  feem  to  want  a  review,  or  deferve  to  be  more 
narrowly  looked  or  enquired  into. 

We"  begin  with  the  oracle  (G),  where  God  fpake  from 
between  the  cherubim;,  accordingly  it  is  called  "  the 
oracle  of  his  holinefs,"  or,  as  it  is  otherwife  tranflated, 
*'  his  holy  oracle,"  towards  which  the  Ifraelites  turnqti 
themfelves  when  they  worftiipped ;  and  this  was  a  fquare 
room  of  20  cubits,  as  appears  from  i  Kings  vi.  2.  2o» 
2  Chron.  iii.  8. 

The  holy  place,  or  fanftuary,  40  cubits  long,  and  20 
broad,  as  is  plain  from  i  Kings  vi.  2  and  3.  where  it  is 
alfo  called  the  temple  of  the  houfe.  For  the  houfe  might 
properly  be  the  name  of  the  two  apartments  ;  but  that  of 
the  temple,  the'  proper  name  for  the  fecond  apartment ; 
however,  the  length  of  both  thefe  together,  being  the 
houfe  and  teihple  of  God^  was  fixty  cubits,  i  Kings, 
vi.  2.  ' 

Before  the  fanftuary  flood  a  porch  :  **  Twenty  cubits 
was  the  le;igth  thereof,  and  ten  cubits  was  the  breadth 
thereof,*'  as  is  faid  ver.  3.  and  fo  far  we  have  a  certainty 
from  the  books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles.  To  which  wc 
may,  if  needful,  add  the  authority  of  Jofephus. 

Whether  there  was  a  wall  betwixt  the  temple  and  the 
porch,  is  not  mentioned  in  Scripture  ;  if  there  was,  the 
whole  length    of   the   temple,  computing  the  cubit  at  • 

twenty-two  inches,  did  not  exceed  no  feet,  the  breadth 
amounting  to  36  feet  8  inches. 

In  all  probability  there  was  a  wall  between  the  temple  y^if^ 
and  the  porch  ;  but  the  holy,  or  external  part  of  the 
temple,  was  feparated  from  the  moft  holy  by  a  ftrong  and 
rich  veil ;  yet  Jofephus  pofitively  affirms,  that  befides  this 
veil,  Solomon  caufed  a  partition-wall  to  be  built ;  and  the 
book  of  Kings  implies  that  chains,  bars,,  or  bolts  were 

(G)  In  Hebrew,  deh'r^  as  if  minifter.      Befides,      it     wa$ 

one  ihould  fay  locutorium,  or  called    **  the    oracle   of  the 

Jpedking'place.     For    there   it  houfe,"  and  "moft  holy  place/' 

was  that  God  ufed  to  fpeak,  or  Heb.   holy  ;    or,  as  the  Sep* 

givc^  his  orders  or  inftru6lions  tuagint,  holy  of  holies ;  and,  as 

to  his  lieutenant,  if  one  may  it  is  tranflatea  concerning  the 

fo  call  the  judge  or  prince,  and  tabernacle,  the  holiefi  of  all* 
to  the   high-prieft,    his   firft 

placed 
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placed  acrofs  the  oracle,  an  expreiEon  that  feeni$  to  At* 
note  that  there  was  a  partition  with  doorsw     i  Kings  vi.  214 

Chambirs,  The  chambers,  built  againft  the  walls  of  the  temple  and 
the  oracle,  were  each  ^*  five  cubits  broad,  and  alfo  five 
cubits  high  :**  but  of  their  length  we  find  nothing  rie- 
corded.  Jofephus  tells  us  they  were  thirty  in  numben 
Ezekiel  fays,  **  The  fide  chamoers  were  three,  one  over 
another,  and  thirty  in  order  f  *  fo  that  thirty  being  multi- 
plied by  three,  according  to  the  number  of  ftories  in  the 
firft  book  of  Kings,  tbofe  chambers  will  amount  in  all  to 
ninety,  called  the  nethermoft,  the  middle,  and  the  third. 
Concerning  their  ufe,  we  find  nothing  mentioned  but 
that  **  Joafli  was  hidden  in  the  bed-chamber"  belonging 
to  the  temple.  Taking  it  then  for  granted,  that  they  were 
chiefly  or  frequently  intended  to  lie  in,  we  may  venture 
to  fay  that  they  were  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  middle  and  third  ftory. 

"  The  door  for  the  middle  chamber  was  in  the  right 
fide  of  the  houfe  \  and  they  went  up  with  winding-ftairs 
into  the  middle  chamber,  and  out  of  the  middle  into  the 
third."  We  therefore  imagiiie  an  opening  was  left  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  wall  for  a  pair  of  flairs  to  go  up  to  the 
fecond  ftory  of  the  chambers  about  the  temple,  and  alfo  a 
paiTage  from  the  temple  to  the  porch. 

ttrehf  ^^  ^^^  porch  were  thofe  celebrated  columns  or  pillars^ 

with  which  it  was  adorned  by  Solomon.     *'  He  fet  them 
up  in  the  porch  of  the  temple,"  and  "  he  made  before  the 

eolumnif  houfe  two  pillars,"  and  "  he  reared  up  the  pillars  before 
the  t*em|>le5"  which  expreffions  taken  together,  imply 
that  the  pillars  were  before  the  temple  in  its  porch.  But 
it  is  not  quite  fo  eafy  to'  affign  the  height  of  them.  In 
one  place  it  is  faid  of  Solomon,  ''  He  caft  two  pillars  of 
,  brafs,  eighteen  cubits  high  a  piece."  In  another  we  read, 
**  He  made  two  pillars  of  thirty-and-five  cubits  high.'* 
This  feeming  inconfiftency  between  the  two  hiftorians 
may  be  accounted  for,  if  we  fuppofe  the  pedeftal  or  bafis 
of  the  columns  to  have  been  17  cubits  high  ;  thi§,  added 
to  the  18  cubits  ( I  King§  vii.  15.— Jerem.  lii.  21.)  for  the 
ihaft,  will  make  exaftly  35,  the  number  mentioned,  z 
Chron-  iii.  15.  Laftly,  taking  from  i  Kings  yii.  16.  five 
cubits,  being  the  height  of  the  chapiter,  we  (hall  have  the 
true  height  of  the  pillars,  viz.  40  cubitsf.  It  is  true,  that, 
in  another  place,  (2  Kings  xxv.  17.)  the  height  of  the 
chapiter  is  faid  to  have  been  3  cubits;  but  here  we  ap- 
prehend we  have  the  dimenfion  of  the  chapiter  only, 
ftritlly  fo  called  cothereth  in  the  Hebrew,  or  crowning^ 

which 
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which  IS  expreflcd  to  have  been  3  cubits ;  and  there  is 
left  to  be  underftood  the  **  wreathen  work  on  it  round 
about,"  which  filled  2  cubits  more,  both  which  fums 
added  make  that  of  5,  the  number  fet  down  before  by 
the  fame  author.  We  can  fay  but  little  concerning  the 
thicknefs  of  the  (haft  of  thofe  pillars,  only  that  **  a  line 
of  twelve  cubits  compafTed  either  of  them  round  about;** 
and  therefore  the  diameter  was  4  cubits,  the  proportion 
of  1 2  for  the  circumference.  But  it  may  be  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  one  of  the  pillars  was  to  be  feen  on  the  right 
of  the  porch,  and  called  Jachin,  and  the  other  on  the  left  ^^^^^ 
called  Boaz.  Now  Jachin  fignifies,  he  jhall  eftabhjh  \  and  "''f^'' 
oaz  impnes,y?r/«^/A  ts  tn  him. 

The  altar  for  burnt-offerings  (landing  before  the  porch  ',  Altars 
and  anfwering  to  another  in  the  tabernacle,  was  **  in 
length  two  cubits,  and  as  many  broad,  befides  ten  cubits 
high"  ;"  and  (ince  nodeps  were  allowed  in  the  tabernacle 
to  go  up  to  the  altar",  it  ought  to  be  fuppofed  there  were 
none  for  that  ufe  in  the  temple,  but  only  an  eafy  afcent. 

Of  the  court  itfelf  we  muft  own,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  0«r/VdS- 
it  extended  at  firft  all  around  the  teipple.  Thus  was  the  «^«5^ww» 
court  about  the  tabernacle  an  oblong  fquare,  "  the  length 
thereof  being  an  hundred  cubits,  and  the  breadth  fifty  every 
where."  Now,  as  we  find  no  dimenfion  of  the  court  in 
the  temple,  all  we  can  allow  is,  that  this  laft  court  was 
twice  as  big  as  that  in  the  tabernacle,  becaufe  it  appears 
that  king  Solomon  kept  pretty  near  to  that  proportion  in 
the  building  of  the  temple  itfelf.  Again,  as  in  that  ob- 
long fquare  the  tabernacle  flood  weilward,  fo  that  the 
court  had  on  the  eaft  two  third  parts,  or  more,  of  the 
whole  fpace,  we  conceive  the  court  of  the  temple,  as  So- 
lomon at  firlt  built  it,  to  have  been  much  the  fame. 

But  a  wall  is  placed  here,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  court,  WalL 
before  the  porch,  for  which   no   warrant  will  eafily  be 
found  in  that   part  of  Scripture   which    was  to   be  our 
guide  in  our  prefent  enquiry,  and  therefore  it  does  not 
fcem  to  be  built  upon  any  fure  foundation. 

A  new  court  is  plainly  mentioned  in  hiftory.     Thus  ^ki  new 
we  read,  that  **  Jehofhaphat  ftood  in  the  congregation  of  court, 
Judah  and  Jerufalem,  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  before  w/ia/. 
the  new  court  •."     Some  will  have  it  to  have  been  the 
court  of  priefts  repaired,  as  indeed  the  altar  was,  by  king 
Afa,  and  therefore  called  the  New  Court. 

1 1  King!  vjii.  64.    Coll.  ^  Chron.  vii.  7<  ^v-  S.  ra%  Chron. 

if.  I.  n  £xod.  XX*  96.  *  2  Chron.  xz.  5. 
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Solomon  is  faid  to  have  "  built  the  inner  court  \rttii 
three  rows  of  hewed  ftone,  and  a  row  of  cedar-beams  {* 
but  what  thefe  rows  were,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  explain  5 
to  us  they  appear  to  have  been  a  kind  of  parapet-wal)^ 
four  or  five  feet  high  (confifting.  of  three  rows  of  ftone, 
one  upon  another,  and  a  fourth  of  cedar-beams  over 
them)>  fufficient  to  keep  off  the  people  from  being  a 
hindrance  in  the  court  of  prieils,  but  low  enough  for  the 
Ifraelites  without  to  fee  all  the  priefts  were  doing  within. 

With  refpedi  to  the  feveral  entries  into  the  court,  we 
place  them  over-againft  the  gates,  that  are  faid  to  have 
been  in  that  court  where  the  people  met  for  their  folemn 
devotions. 

This  was  called  the  Great  Court,  becaufe  of  its  extent, 
comparatively  to  that  of  the  priefts,  which  was  a  good 
deal  fmaller ;  both  of  them  are  called  the  Courts  of  the 
Houfe  of  the  Lord  °.  And  it  is  faid,  that  Solomon  himfelf 
built  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  "  Furthermore,  he 
made  the  court  of  the  prijcfts,  and  the  great  court,  and 
doors  for  the  court,  and  overlaid  the  doors  of  them  with 
brafs.''  Jofephus,  not  thinking  this  metal  valuable 
enough,  has  made  a  tranfmutatibn  of  it  into  filver  p  ;  and 
has,  at  no  other  expence  than  his  fancy,  built  a  large 
court,  upon  a  mount  raifed  on  *purpofe,  four  hundred 
cubits  high.  It  is  eafy  to  prefume  he  has  fpared  neither 
columns  nor  porticos,  nor  any  embellifhments  that  a 
fruitful  imagination  could  fuggeft,  to  adorn  it  with. 

As  to  the  gates,  there  were  three  on  three  jGdes  of 
the  temple,  eaft,  north,  and  fouth,  befides  two  on  the 
weft  fide.  Thefe  gates  were  kept  by  wardens,  trufted  with 
power  and  authority,  who  had  under  them  a  number  of 
Levitcs  i  for  we  read,  **  Among  thefe  were  the  divifions 
of  the  porters,  even  among  the  chief  men,  having  wards 
one  againft  another,  to  ferve  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  y 
and  they  caft  lots,  as  well  the  fmall  as  the  great, — for 
every  gate."  We  have  nothing  remarkable  to  fay  concern- 
ing the  north 'and  eaft  gates ;  but,  juft  by  that  to  the' 
fouth,  we  find  the  houfe  of  affiippim*^}  and  what  this 
houfe  was  is  not  eafy  to  determine  (Z). 

Concem- 

*  ft  Kings  xxi.  5.        P  Jofepb.  Ant.  lib.viii.  cap.  3.      q  i  Cbrgm 
xxvi.i5. 

(Z)  The  radical  verb  afap,    this  primitive  fenfe.      It   ap-i 
{\gm^e%  to  add^  ajjemhle^  or  ga*    pears  that  there  were,  near  the 
ither  together,   and  the  feveral    gate  we  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
nouns  derived  from  it  keep  all    two  houfes,  or  diilin6t  apart- 
ments. 
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Concerning  the  other  apartments  in  this  court  erf  the  ^. 
people,  though  we  are  ignorant  of  their  form  and  fitua-  Jf^f^' 
tion,  we  have  difpofed  of  them  at  the  four  corners  of  the 
temple,  leaving  to  every  one  to  fix  and  reprefent  them  as 
may  be  thought  mod  proper.    Thefe  chambers  fhould  be 
carefully  diltinguiflied  from    thofe    already    mentioned, 
which  immediately  joined  the  temple ;  for^  befides  that 
thefe  laft  were  very  fmall^and  do  not  feem  to  have  been 
capacious  enough  for  thofe  ufes  the  others  were  put  to  ; 
the  difference  of  their  names  makes  it  probable  that  thefe 
chambers  were  different.    Thofe  about  the  temple  are 
called  Jatziagh,  and  thefe  in  the  courts  Lefhacoth ;  and 
the  chief  porters  were  over  thefe  chambers,  or,  as  in  the   . 
margin,  '*  ftorehoufes  and  treafuries  of  the  houfe  of  God." 

Let  us  now  confider  the  gates  to  the  weft,  which  de-  Wefi  gaUs^ 
ferve  particular  attention.  Thus  fays  the  text  ^ :  **  To 
Shuppim  and  Hofah  the  lot  came  forth  weftward,  with 
the  gate  Shallecheth,  by  the  caufey  of  the  going  up, 
ward  againft  ward  ;  and  at  Parbar  weftward,  four  at  the 
caufey^  two  at  Parbar '."  As  to  the  firft  at  fouth-wcft,  the 
*name  may  be  applied,  according  to  its  etymology,  to  what 
comes  out  like  a  proje£tion,  as  we  call  it  from  the  Latin, 
or  a  jutting  out  in  a  building. 

When  the  name  of  Shallecheth  is  given  to  the  gate  we 
are  here  fpeaking  of,  we  fee  it,  at  the  fame  time,  joined  to 
a  caufey.  This  was  a  bank,  terrace,  or  bridge,  that  led 
up  to  the  temple.  And  here,  it  feems,  fhould  be  placed 
the  mifghad,  made  for  the  temple,  by  the  king.  The 
tranflation  calls  it  piUan  in  the  text,  but,  in  the  margin, 
rails  (Hebrew,  aprop) ;  ^nd,  in  another  place,  it  bears  the 
name  of  mefiUoth,  rendered  by  terraces  in  the  text,  but, 
in  the  margin,  JIays  (Hebrew,  highways)  5  the  fenfe  of 
all  which  comes  to  one  fignification ;  for  the  ground 
without  the  temple  feems  to  have  been  very  uneven  j  and,« 
in  order  to  make  the  approach  to  it  not  only  commodious 
but  delightful,  Solomon  contrived  an  avenue  over  the 
valley,  one  end  of  which  anfwered  the  gate  of  Shalle- 
cheth, and  the  other  the  palace,  over-aginft  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  temple,  to  the  north  of  Mount  Sion.  It  is  in 
this  difpofal  or  order  wc  are  to  confider  what  is  called' 

q  1  Chron.  xxvi.  16.  r  Ibid.  ver.  18.  •  1  Kings  x.  5. 

ments,  one  on  each  fide  of  this    either  about  bufinefs  relating 
|;ate ;  where  either  the  priefts    to  the  temple,  or  they  depofit- 
or  the  Levites,  or,  it  ma^  be,    ed  all  things  of  ufe  i^  that  con- 
both  orders ,  aiTembled  at  times,    fecrated  place* 
Vol.  IL  l\  his 


48  i  Explanation  of  Solomon* 5  Temple ^ 

"  his  afcent,  by  which  he  went  up  into  the  hoWe  of  the 
Lord  ;"  which  afcent  was  built  by  Solomon,  in  fo  coftly 
a  manner,  that  it  was  looked  upon  with  admiration  by 
the  queen  of  Sheba.  Thus  have  we  affigned  a  caufe  why 
this  gate  fliould  be  called  Shallecheth  ;  and  as  there  was 
the  greateft  concourfe  of  thofe  about  the  court,  and,  in 
general,  from  the  high  city,  here  were  two  diftinfl:  guard- 
noufes,  parallel  to  one  another,  one  under  Shuppim,  and 
the  other  under  his  co-partner  Hofah. 

But,  the  fecond  to  the  weft,  towards  the  north  of  the 
temple,  was  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  city 
that  has  fince  been  called  the  Lower  ;  and  this  gate  was 
called  Parbar,  the  way  leading  to  the  fuburbs  from   it, 
named,   in  Scripture,    Parvarim,     Now,"  as  the  temple 
might  be  more  expofed  on  that  fide  than  any  where  elfe, 
and  there  was  a  very  great  concourfe  of  people,  the  out- 
let of  the  road,  near  the  gate,  was  guarded  by  four  Le^ 
vites,  and  the  gate  itfelf  by  two  more.     But  now  let  us 
return  to  the  temple  by  the  terrace-gate. 
Covert  of        Here  we  find  "  the  covert  for  the  fabbath,'and  the  king's 
the  fab'        entry"  adjoining  to  it ;    for  wc  read,  that  "  king  Ahaz 
'  cut  off  the  borders  of  the  bafes,  and   removed  the    laver 

from  off  them,  and  took  down  the  fea  from  the  brazen 
oxen  that  were  under  it,  and  put  it  upon  a  pavement  of 
ftones  ;  and  the  covert  for  the  fabbath,  that  they  had  built 
in  the  houfc,  and  the  king's  entry  without,  turned  he 
from  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  for  the  king  of  Affyria." 
We  prefume  fomewhat  of  a  commentary  on  this  paffage, 
as  to  the  two  things  here  mentioned,  will  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  the  reader. 
Mufac,  We  muft  firft  form  to  ourfelves  an  idea  of  this  covert, 

called  in  Hebrew,  mufac.  Sacah  is  to  cover ^  and  mufac, 
^a  covering  or  veil.  As  for  the  thing  itfelf,  we  muft  look 
for  what  jnay  relate  it  among  thofe  things  that  were  built 
by  Solomon  in  the  temple.  At  the  time  of  its  dedication  * 
"  he  had  made  a  brazen  fcaffold  (in  Hebrew  it  is  kiorj  of 
five  cubits  long,  and  five  cubits  broad,  and  ^hree  cubits 
high,  and  had  fet  it  up  in  the  midft  of  the  court ;  and 
upon  it  he  Hood."  It  might  be  in  the  fhape  of  an  he- 
mi  fphere,  or  hollow  veffd,  almoft  like  the  concha,  or 
triumphal  car,  of  the  Romans ;  but  v'hatever  might  be 
this  kior,  it  muft  of  neceffity  have  relied  'upon,  or  been 
fupported  by  a  pedeftal  or  column. 

Joafti,  when  he  was  proclaimed  king,  **  ftood  upon  the 
piliar  :"  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  Hebrew'*;  the 

t  ft  Chron.  vi.  ij.  «  HlJSy  hH  I^V  homed  al  hamoud. 

'       ^         '  '  fame 
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lame  turn  of  expreflion  already  made  ufe  of  in  relation  to 
^  Solomon,  although  in  the  tranflation  it  is  "by  a  pillar;" 
and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the  text  adds  cammifhphath^ 
according  to  the  manner^  that  is,  as  the  kings  were  ufed  to 
do  in  the  temple,  in  their  ufual  place  or  throne.  Jofiah, 
in  order  to  renew  the  covenant,  "  fto'od  upon  the  pillar  V* 
according  to  the  text ;  and  this  fame  pillar  the  king  flood 
upon,  is  even  in  our  tranflation  called  "  his  place  wherein 
he  ftood  y."  This,  place  was  very  fit  and  proper  for  the 
king,  who  appeared  there  at  the  head  of  the  Ifraelites,  in  . 
their  court,  in  the  midfl  of  which  the  hiflorian  has  fixed 
the  throne  "  before  the  altar/'  But  it  will  not  be  amifa 
to  obferve,  that  the  king  did  not  fland  or  fit  there,  when 
he  came  to  the  temple  in  the  form  of  a  humble  fuppli- 
cantto  theGodoflfrael,  or  to  afkhis  counfel ;  for  in  this 
cafe  it  feems  the  kings  were  mixed  and  confounded  among 
the  croud  of  their  fubjefts.  However,  the  throne  was 
the  ordinary  feat  upon  all  folemn  occafions,  when  the 
king  appeared  before  the  altar.  And  there  alfo  it  was 
young  Joafh  was  feated,  in  all  the  pomp  of  a  king,  at  his 
inauguration.  So  the  hiftorian  fays,  "  The  king  flood 
upon  his  pillar  at  the  entering  in,  and  the  princes  and  the 
trumpets,  &c.  *  "  Our  tranflation  here  again  fays,  **  he 
flood  at  bis  pillar;"  but  we  do  not  chufe  to  vary  where 
the  text  is  uniform. 

Secondly,  Upon  this  pillar  was  a  fort  of  alcove,  or 
fmall  gallery,  made  much  in  the  famefhape  as  our  pulpits. 
This  refted  on  the  central  point  of  the  convex  fide,  upon 
the  pillar ;  there  the  king  might  either  fit  or  fland,  and 
turn  himfelf  about  to  the  temple,  altar,  or  confecration, 
as  he  had  occafion,  as  is  obferved  of  Solompn  at  the  con- 
fecration  of  the  temple  *. 

Thirdly,  The  kior  feem3  to  have  been  covered,  as  is 
at  prefent  the  throne  of  our  kings  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it 
was  c.alled  mufac,  which  may  be  explained  by  canopy, 
or  cloth  of  jiate,  this  third  part  denominating  the  two 
firfl. 

But  it  is  not  eafy  tp  conceive  for  what  reafon,  to  the 
idea  of  covering,  is  joined  that  of  fabbatl].  The  word 
fabhath  i^voptiXyis  reji,  and,  figuratively,  the  folemn  day 
on  which  they  did  reft.  If  we  take  it  in  the  firft  fcnfe,  it 
mufl  only  be  underftood,    that  the  mufac    covered  the 

*  1  Kings  xxiii.  3.  y2Cbron.  xxxiv.  31,  «  »Chron, 

xxiii.  13.  a  J  Kings  viii.  14.    %  Chron.  vi,  3,  i2>  13* 

I  i  2  place 
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place  where  the  king  refted  or  fat  down  (A),  everyone 
clfe  Handing  ™ ;  if  we  take  it  in  the  fecond  fenfe,  it  may 
imply,  that  the  kior^  or  throne^  was  covered  with  the 
mufac,  or  cloth  of  Jiate^  only  on  the  laft  day  of  the  week* 
the  day  of  reft  or  fabbath  \  and  then  it  was  laid  up  till  the 
next  fabbath-day,  unlefs  fome  high  feftival  intervened, 
that  required  the  king's  prefencc  in  the  temple  (K). 
SoIomoM'j  We  fliall  not  here  undertake  to  idefcribe  exa£tty  the 
f9ra.  ftrufture,  nor  even  the  fituation,  of  the  porch  buik  by 
Solomon.  It  only  appears  in  general^  that  it  might  reach 
or  extend  itfelf  from  the  gate,  where  ended  the  terrace 
by  which  the  king  went  up  from  his  palace  to  the  temple^ 
and  that  it  was  carried  forwards  in  a  ftrait  line,  as  far  as 
over-againft  the  mufac ;  but  then  in  going  to  the  mufa^ 
joining  to  the  wall  of  the  court  of  priefts,  there  was  a 
turn  to  the  left,  and  that  turning  will  precifely  be  the 
mebo,  or  iing^s  entry.  It  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  porch  from 
the  gate  Shallecheth,  as  far  as  this  entry,  might  be  a 
common  paflage  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  as  well  as  for 
the  king ;  but  from  the  turning  to  the  throne,  it  was  the 
king's  entry  properly  fo  called  5  which  confequently  was 
adorned  and  enriched  much  more  magnificently  than  the 
reft.  For  this  reafon  Ahaz  made  ufe  of  it,  as  well  as  of 
the  "  covert  of  the  fabbath,*'  to  buy  the  afliftance  of  thp 
king  of  Aflyria.  Not  that  we  are  to  think,  that  Ahaz  de^ 
ftroyed  the  whole  building ;  but  as  we^read  of  Hezekiah", 
,  •*  that  he  cut  off  the  gold  from  the  doors  of  the 
•  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  pillars  which  he  had 
over-laid,  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Aflyria  ;*  Ahaz  fol- 
lowed his  example,  '*  taking  away  a  portion  out  of  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  •,"  namely,  •*  the  king's  entry  and  cd* 
vert  for  the  fabbath." 

This  hypothefis  of  the  fituation  of  the  mufac,  or  rbyal 
throne,  will  clear  up  a  circumftance  in  Jehoafli'sinauguration^ 
otherwife  very  difficult  to  be  underftood  p.  That  prince, 
by  Jehoiadah's  means,   having  been  proclaimed  in  thp 

^  ftChron.  vi.  3.        »  2  Kings  xviii.  i«.        9  %  Chron.  xx?iii. 
fti.  P  a'Kings  xL  pair.    2  Chron.  xxiii.  pafT. 

(iV)  The  feventy  interpret  mufac  was  furely  a  very  rich 

ters  fecm  to  have  taken  it  in  and  valuable  piece  of  work, 

this  fenfe;  for  they  tranflate  fince  Ahaz  made  ufe  of  it  with 

the  covert  of  the  iabbath  by  a  defign  to  glut  the  avarice  of 

TO  Sf/xfX»oy  rSf  xaOfSjw;,  thefouti'^  the  king  or  Aflyria,  whom  he 

Ration  of  the  chair  ^  ox  feat.  had  very  imprudently  called  to 

(K)  It  may  give  fome  air  of  his  aid  againft  the  k?ng  of  Da-r 

probability  to  this  fecond  con-  male  us , 
je£lur^  to  take  nqtice,  that  th^ 

tci^pl^^ 
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lemple,  the  noife  was  heard  by  Athaliah  in  her  palace  ; 
from  whence  fhe,  in  hafte,  ran  to  the  temple  by  the  ter- 
race-walk, which  for  her  was  the  readiefl:  and  fliorteft 
way.  She  went  in  at  the  gate  Shallecheth,  and  crofled 
what  we  have  called  the  portico  or  porch  of  Solomon,  at 
leaft  that  part  of  the  court,  where  flood  in  ^rms  the  Le- 
vites,  according  to  the  direftions  of  the  high-prieft  •!• 
They,  feeing  the  queen,  but  having  no  particular  orders 
concerning  her,  allowed  her  to  advance,  fo  that  (he  drew 
nearer ;  and,  coming  as  far  as  the  "  king's  entry,"  or  di- 
fe£Hy  over-againft  it ;  "  fee  looked  %  and,  behold,  the 
king  ftood  upon  his  pillar  at  the  entering  in  ',  and  the 
princes  and  the  trumpets  by  the  king. — ^Then  Athaliah 
rent  her  cloaths,  and  faid,  Treafon  !  treafon  ! "  Here- 
upon the  high-prieft,  Jehoiada,  ordered  the  command- 
ing officers  to  **  have  her  forth  of  the  ranges ;"  which, 
according  as  their  armed  Levites  were  pofted,  could  not 
ihore  conveniently  and  with  greater  furety  be  done,  than 
in  opening  the  ranks  towards  the  gate  of  Afuppim,  which 
was  over-againft  the  king's  fintry  to  the  fouth  (L).  By  this 
gate  then  Athaliah  was  thruft  out  of  the  temple  immcr 
diately  ;  and,  the  better  to  hinder  her  from  returning  to 
her  palace,  they  conduced  her  towards  the  fields,  through 
the  eaftem  gate  of  Jerufalem,  called  Miphkad,  or  Prifon- 
gate  S  then,  turning  to  the  right  by  the  corner  ",  down  to  • 
the  Horfe-gate  ',  cailward  of  the  palace,  thereabouts  fee 
was  killed.  Soon  after,  the  high-prieft  brought  the  king 
from  the  temple  to  the  palace,  by  the  way  of  the  gate  of 
the  guard,  and  thence  through  the  great  or  high  gate  of 

9  %  Kings  xi.  5. 1 1.  '  %  Kings  xi.  14.        •  1  Chron.  xxiii- 

t  Nehem.  iii.  31.  xii.  3,  9*        ■  Jerein.  xxxL  40.        <  %  Kings  xi. 
16.     %  Chron.  xxiii.  15.    Nehem.  iii.  i8. 

(L)  Being  divided  in  three  viz.  the  gate  of  Sippim,  where 
parts,  the  Levites  had  three  our  veriion  has  doors  or  tbref" 
different  pofts  joining  to  one  an-  hold*  The  laft  was  at  the  gate  be- 
other  (  I )  ;  one  third  part  was  to  yondthe  guard,.or  runners  (2), 
guard  the  king's  houfe,  or  a-  which  feems  to  be  that  of  Shal- 
partment,  next  to  the  temple,  lecheth.  For  the  king  coming 
fouthward;  another  to  be  at  to  the  temple  through  this 
the  gate  of  Bur,  or  turuingy  gate,  any  one  may  iee,  that 
w)iich  feems  to  be  that  of  there  was  their  proper  itation 
Afuppim,  whereat  the  king  in  the  avenue.  It  is  alfo  call- 
turned  to  his  throne.  It  is  in-  e4  ^^  the  gate  of  foundation,'' 
deed,  called  by  another  name,  becaufe  of  the  projedtion  there 
but  very  like  it  in  the  Hebrew,  made  with  the  terrace. 

(i)  Sees  Kings  xi.  5,  &c,  s 'Cbron.  xxiii*  4.  (s)  %  Sam. 
Xv«  11.  Kings  i.  5. 

I  i  3  that 
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that  palace  ^.  Some  underftand  by  this  high  gate,  a  gaW 
of  the  temple ;  but  there  was  no  fuch  gate  in  the  temple 
till  the  reign  of  Jotham,  of  whom  it  is  feid  in  exprefs 
terms  *  ;  "  He  built  the  high  gate  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  ;"  which  is  generally  taken  to  be  that  towards  the 

eaft. 

■  Thofe,  who  have  been  converfant  with  all  the  pompous 
tlefcriptions  of  Solomon's  temple,  which  are  every  day 
exhibited,  will  be  furprifed  to  find  this  come  fo  vaftly 
Ihort  of  the  boafted  magnificence  of  that  building.  But 
let  it  be  remembered,  that,  as  this  was  defigned  to  con- 
tain no  more  than  could  be  met  with  in,  or  fairly  deduced 
from,  the  Scripture ;  fo  the  reader  will  at  leaft  reap  this 
benefit  from  it,  that  he  will  now  be  better  able  to  judge 
\vhat  is,  or  is  not,  authentic  in  other  plans  of  this  ftruc- 

ture. 

A  Defcription  of  yerufalem. 

Its  origin  It  is  a  general  fuppofition,  though,  as  we  prefume,  with- 

andnames.  q^^.  ^^^  CqIj^j  foundation,  that.  Melchifedeck's  Salem  flood, 
in  the  fame  place,  where  afterwards  was  built  the  city, 
the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  enquiry  We  will  not  under- 
take to  decide  the  queftion  \  but  fhall  only  take  notice  of 
the  habitations  of  the  Canaanites,  who  dwelt  here,  and 
in  the  adjacent  parts,  under  the  names  of  Jebus  and  Je- 
bufi.  David,  having  taken  from  them  the  mountain, 
upon  the  top  of  which  was  their  ftrong-hold,  made  it  his 
place  of  refidence;  and  this  is  4:ommonly  called  Zion^  or 
the  city  of  David.  Under  Solomon  the  name  of  Jerufa- 
lem  either  firft  began,  or  firft  got  the  better  of  the  other  j 
but  there  being  no  fure  reafon  afligned  for  this,  nor  any 
determined  fignification  affixed  to  the  name,  we  will 
dwell  no  longer  upon  thefe  uncertainties ;  fuffice  it  to 
obferve,  that  it  was  generally  diftinguiihed  by  the  appel- 
lation of  *^  Jerufalem  the  holy." 
Extittt,  It  is  no  eafy  matter  precifely  to  determine  the  extent  of 

this  city  in  its  different  changes.  Its  moft  ancient  ftate 
of  perfeftion  was  in  the  reign  of  its  founder's  fuccefTor, 
we  mean  Solomon ;  in  whofe  time  this  city,  before  em- 
beliiihed  by  his  father  D^avid,  appeared  in  its  greateft 
luftre ;  and  there  is  no  great  likelihood  that  it  was  cjn- 
larged  by  thofe  that  came  after  him.  The  general  and 
indeterminate  defcriptiona  to  be  found  in  thie  authors  of 
thofe  times,  will  not  permit  us  to  fettle  with  any  exa£t-p 
nefs,  the  limits  of  Jerufalem,    We  will,  however,  -ven- 


y  %  Chron.  xxiii,  lo.        >  %  Kings  x v.  35.  5c  i  Chron,  xxvii.  3^. 

turc 
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tare  to  fuppofe  its  circumference,  at  firft,  to  h'aiFe  been 
abotit  feven  or  eight  ftadia,  or  a  Roman  mile.     It  was  cer-   . 
tainly  twice,  or  probably  three  times,  as  large \inder  Solo-* 
mon.     After  the  captivity,  this  city,  being  rebuilt,  took 
up  much  the  fairie  fpace  as  before ;  as  may  be  gathered 
from  Nehemiah's  defcription  of  the  ruins,  and  its  condi- 
tion after  it  was  repaired.     According  to  Jofephus,  the 
whole  circumference  of  Jerufalem  was  thirty-three  .fta- 
dia  P  \  which  is  about  four  miles  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  paces.    But  Hecateus,  who  has  defcribed  it 
fuch  as  it  was  in  his  time,  under  Ptolemy  Lagus^,  gives  it 
00  lefs  than  fifty  ftadia ',  probably  including  the  out-parts, 
which  properly  did  not  belong  to  it  \  for  there  is  no  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  there  was  any  confiderable  decreafe 
from  the  time  of  Hecateus  to  that  of  Jofephus ;  fo  that 
we  murft  ftand  to   the  meafure  of  the  laft  of  thefe :  we 
will  only  add,  that  Hecateus's   aflertion,  that  there  were 
in  Jerufalem  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, feems  probable  enough  (M). 

Jerufalem  was   fituated  upon   hills :  of  thefe,  the  two  Situation. 
largeft,  Zion  and  Acra,   were  direftly  oppofite  to  each 
other  ;  and  on  Moriah  Solomon  built  the  temple.     Of 
the  two  firft  we  will  take  a  more  diftin£l  view,  beginning 
with  Mount  Zion. 

This  hill  bounded  to  the  fouth  the  whole  circumference, 
and  reached  from  weft  to  caft.  The  weftem  fide  was 
higheft,  and  circumfcribed  by  the  valley  of  Hinnom  (N), 

as 

P  Bell.  Jud.  1  ]^od.  Sic.  lib.  u  r  Jofepb.  contra  Apion. 

(M)  His  words  are,  twelve  lions  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix 

myriads ;    now    a    myriad    is  thoufand. 
ten  thoufand.     According  to        (N)    Ge-hinnom,   fo  it  is 

Jofephus,  one  million  one  hun-  called  in  Joihua,    from  Hin- 

dred  thoufand    men,    fM/^iu^tq  nom  a  man's  name.    In  the 

•  sxa]oi>  xai^iuB,  perifhed   in  the  books  of  Kings  iris  ^<  the  val- 

fiege,  befides  ninety-feven  thou*  ley  of  the  fons, "  *  *  or  children  of 

fand    taken  prifoners     during  Hinnom;"  and  it  is  faid,  that 

the  war ;     he    adds,    that  in  in  this    valley  was  Tophcth, 

Ctefias's    enrollment    at    the  where  the  children  were  made 

Paflbver   were    reckoned    two  to  pafs  through  the  fire  in  ho- 

hundred    fifty-five      thoufand  nour  to  Moloch.     Upon  this 

•  fix  hundred  lambs.    Now  there  account  it  is  thought  the  place 

were  not  lefs  than  ten  men  to  took  its  name  from  the  tears 

each  Iamb  ;  fo  that  the  number  the  children  (bed  whilfl:  burn- 

of  thofe  that  were  purified  ac-  ing,  and  from  the  noife  of  the 

cording  to  the  law,  befides  the  drums  which  were  beat,  in  or- 

reil,  mufl  have  been  two  mil*  der  to   drown    their   fhrieks. 
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as  the  cafterti  was  by  that  of  Jeholhaphat  %  which,  it  i^ 
thought,  joined  the  other  towards  the  fouth*.  Here  were 
feveral  fprings,  particularly  that  of  Gihon  %  or  Shiloah  % 
which  afforded  exceeding  good  water.  To  the  north  of 
Zion,  was  another  rallej  named  by  Jofephus  "  the  valley 
of  the  cheefemong/ersr  probably  the  fame  as  that  dif- 
tinguiihed  in  Zephaniah  *  by  the  epithet  Machtheih,  tranf- 
lated  by  the  Septuagint  rif  KdLT&KiKoiifjiivfiff  that  was  cut 
fff,  or  mad^  biUow. 

Jcra*  Acra  (O),  with  the  faid  valley  to  the  fouth,  ftood  to 

the  north  of  Zion  ;  its  declivity  was  equal  on  every  fide* 
Upon  Zion,  ftood  the  High  City,  in  the  author's  timer 
called  the  High-market-place.  The  Lower  City  ftood 
upon  Acra;   but,    before  that  period  bore  other  names. 

Wardt*  The  principal  quarter  was  called  the  City  of  David  J^,  oa 

the  top  of  Mount  Zion,.  towards  the  weft.  This*  was  a 
fortification  which  inclofed  that  king's  palace ;'  and  it  is 
likely  that  near  this,  afterwards,  ftood  that  of  Herod, 
which  ferved  as  a  citadel  *.  To  the  weft  of  the  fort  was 
Mizpah,  or  Mafpha  ;  the  difficulty  would  be  to  prove  that 
Mizpah  was  a  part  of  Jerufalem,  as  we  are  aflured  that 
near  it  was  a  fmall  town  which  bore  that  name  *.  Thefc 
are  the  words  of  Nehemiah  ^ ;  *'  Shallum,  the  fon  of  Col- 
hofe,  ruler  of  the  Pelec  of  Mizpah,  repaired  the  gate  of 
the  fountain."  Now  pelec  in  Hebrew  is  a  fiaff^y  and  fo 
may  fignify  a  diJiriSi^  ward^  or  quarter^  fubjeft  to  a  parti- 

'    r  Vide  Joel  iii.  s.         *  Kimchi  in  loc.  t  i  Kings  i.  33* 

ft  Chron*  xxxii.  30.  *  Ifaiah  viii.  6.  Johnix.  7.  >  Chap. 

i.  tir        r  ft  Chron.  xxxiii.  14.    Nebem  xii.  37.  *6el].Jud. 

•  Jerem.  xL  lo*         ^  Nehem.  iii.  15*  ^  %  Sam.  iii.  19. 

But  the  text  in  Joihuaihews,  Hebrew  word)  the  notion  of 
that  the  valley  bore  this  name  hell  fire, 
long  before  it  was  put  to  fuch  (O)  This  name  ieems  to  be 
an  ufe,  if  ever  it  was  put  to  it  borrowed  from  the  Qreek  ok^o^ 
at  all.  If  we  believe  Mai-  an  eminence ;  and  fometimes 
monides,  and  other  rabbies,  a  citadel,  or  fortrefs.  It  is 
the  children  were  made  to  pafs  well  known,  that  there  was 
through  the  fianfes  only,  as  one  built  upon  this  hjll  by  An* 
being,  by  that  ceremony,  con*  tiochus,  and  afterwards  laid 
fecrated  to  the  idol.  In  later  even  with  the  ground  by  Si- 
times,  the  carrion  was  thrown  mon.  And  to  this  reafon  it 
into  this  valley  ;  and  wheii  it  muftbe  afcribed,  that  Acra  had 
did  not  wafte  away  fad  enough,  been  fiace  diiUnguifiied  by  chat 
frequently  burnt.  This  has  name,  notwithflanding  the 
l^ven  room  to  fix  upon, the  Targum  fometimes  makes  ufe  ' 
word  .Geenna  (which  repre-  of  this  exprefiion,  the  Acra^ 
fents  in  Greek  and  Latin  the  that  is,  the  citadel^  of  Zion. 

culat 
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cular  jurifdidiion  or  infpe£lion|  in  the  fame  mantief  a$ 
fhebets  a  rod^  fignifies  a  iribe>  The  Chaldee  dialed 
inake»ufe  of  pelac,  and  pileca,  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  i$ 
here  given  to  pelec.  The  Arabians  give  this  name,  which 
they  pronounce  felec,  to  a  fpbere  j  fo  that  it  would  be  a 
pretty  good  tranflation  of  ^et^otKlttj  part/h^  as  it  denotes  the 
neighbourhood  round  about.  The  Septuagint  tranflate  it 
here  part,  or  portion  j  but  every  where  elfe  in  this  chap.* 
ter  it  is  a  4r«jix,ofQM,  circumference  of  hnd,  a  diftrifl:  of 
more  or  lefs  extent.  We  fliall  therefore  venture  to  fay^ 
that  Mizpah  was  one  of  the  quarters  of  Jerufalem,  and 
that  it  was  divided  into  two  parts ;  that  we  are  fpcaking 
of,  to  the  weft,  and  the  other,  where  ftood  the  arfenal^ 
and  where  Ezer  was  ruler  •,  to  the  eaft  of  the  fortrefs. 

Another  quarter,  divided  into  two  parts,  bears  the 
name  of  Jerufalem  *,  which  had  two  rulers,  each  of  half  a 
quarter.  This  is  the  part  which  Jofephus  "  calls  the  city 
with  refpefl:  to  the  citadel ;  and  both  together  made  the 
upper  city.  There  were  three  other  quarters,  which 
might  be  looked  for  in  Acra,  viz.  Bethakerem,  Bethzur^ 
andKeilah. 

As  for  the  ftreets,  in  Hebrew  Hhouzoth,  all  we  know  ZtrtA$i 
concerning  thofe  of  Jerufalem,  is,  that  as  there  was  one 
bearing  the  name  of  Haophim,  that  is,  Bakers-Jlreet ;  fo 
there  might  be  others,  which  bore  the  names  of  other 
trades ;  thus  the  valley  in  Jofephus's  time,"  was  called 
Tyropeon. 

Rehob  properly  is  an  open  place  \  in  the  Rehoboth,  ao-  ^i^^h 
cording  to  £zekiel  *,  were  built  the  high-places.  In  the 
book  of  Efthei  ^,  an  officer  of  the  king  of  Perfia  goes  out 
to  Mordecai,  in  the  Rehob  of  the  town,  over-againft  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  which  feems  to  have  been  made  ufe  of 
by  the  courtiers  as  a  walk.  In  the  Rehob  of  Jerufalem  % 
Hezekiah  aflembled  his  generals,  and  made  a  fpeech  to 
them.  The  people  were  gathered  together  by  Ezra*  in  a 
Rehob  6i  the  temple,  and  the  priefts  and  Levites  by  He« 
zekiah  in  the  eaftern  Rehob  ;  we  muft  fuppofe  thefe  two 
to  have  been  parts  of  the  vacant  fpace  that  furrounded  the 
courts  of  the  temple.  Jjaftly,  there  was  a  Rehob  near 
the  Water-gate  **,  which  muft  have  been  very  large,  fincie 
it  contained  all  the  people  of  both  fexes,  that  flocked  thi* 
ther  from  all  parts,  in  order  to  hear  Ezra  read  the  law^ 

*  VideNehem.  iii.  •  Nehem.  Hi.  9.*  ■  JofepLBelh 

Jud.  X  £zek.  xvi.  ft4.  7  Efther  iv.  6.  z  s  Chroi^ 

xxxii.  $•  ft  Ezra  X.  9.  k  Nehem.  viii.  7, 4. 

*  upon 
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upon  a  fcafFold^  or  ftage,  ere£led  upon  this  occaGon.  at 
one  end  of  the  place^  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Ezra  had 
the  whole  aflembly  facing  him, 

if  we  have  not  yet  taken  notice  of  Millo,  It  is  becaufe 
we  do  not  find  it  in  Scripture  diftinguiihed  by  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  names,  nor  indeed  by  any  other  appella- 
tion than  Millo.  When  David  took  from  the  Jebufites 
the  top  of  Mount  Zion»  he  then  **  built  round  about  from 
Millo  and  inwards,"  fays  the  text  of  Samuel  ",  where  it 
is  eafy  to  underftand,  a  caftle  was  built  on  this  mount, 
fnrrounded  with  ftrong  walls,  and  probably  of  a  circular 
form.  ITiis  building  had  on  the  eaft  what  is  called  Millo, 
and  on  the  other  fides  was  bounded  by  the  hill  itfelf ;  in- 
fomuch  that  the  city  of  David  was  within  Mount  Zion  on 
the  north,  weft,  and  fouth,  but  was  bordered  eaftwards 
by  Millo  (P).  Although  it  is  faid  in  the  text,  **  Solomon 
built  it  ;'*  yet  the  context  (hews,  that  he  only  made  an 
end  of  it,  or  repaired  it ;  and  as  much  did  Hezekiah  in 
his  time '^.  Who  the  firft  was  that  built  it,  we  do  not 
know ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  a  work  of  the  Jebufites, 
whofe  government  was  almoft  a  democracy,  like  that  of 
Athens. 
BmUittzS'  Let  us  next  viGt  the  public  buildings  in  Zion  :  the  firft 
that  offers  itfelf  is  the  palace  of  king  David,  on  the  top  of 
the  mount  in  the  midft  of  a  fortrefs  ^.  There  was  a  flight 
of  fteps,  or  flairs,  to  go  up  -to  it  *  5  to  the  north  of  thefe 
fteps  flood  the  tomb  of  David,  of  which  Jofephus  tells 
many  wonderful  ftories  at  the  end  of  the  feventh  book  of 
his  Antiquities.  At  the  bottom  of  the  fleps  was  t^vc 
houfe  of  the  Mighty  *.  This  probably  ferved  as  a  guard- 
houfe  to  the  palace. 

Next  was  the  arfenal,  or  armoury,  at  the  turning  of  the 
wall**,  in  Hebrew  called  mizkoah  ;  but  the  arfenal  itfelf^ 
by  a  compendious  expreflion,  or  way  of  fpeaking,  was 
called  hannefliek  ;  for  nefliek  is  a  weapon^  or  arms*  The 
word  baith,  a  houfey  muft  therefore  be  underftood. 

Not  far  from  the  arfenal,  and  more  towards  the  middle 
of  the  city,  was  the  palace  of  a  high-prieft ;  and  lower,  at 

«  2  Sam.  V.  9.  coll.  1  Chron.  xi.  8.  <  ^  Cbron.  xxxiii.  5. 

7  2  Sam.  V.  9,  Sc  feq.  ^  Nthem.  iii.  15.  «  Nehem.  iii.  i6. 

t  Nehem.  iii.  19. 

(P)  The  truth  is,  all  the  .  cation  of  Rehob,  and  a  great 
connoifleurs  and  critics  in  the  m^ny  other  terms  in  Scripture, 
Hebrew  language,  are  as  ig-  about  which  they  have  bewil- 
'norant  of  the  meaning  of  Milr  dered  themfelvcs  in  a  labyrinth 
lo,  gs  thc^'  are  of  the  fignifi-    of  childifh  conjedvjres. 

a  very 
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$t  very  litde  diftance,  we  find  the  houfe  of  Aaariah,  a  maft 
of  diftinftion  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin. 

With  refpect  to  the  royal  palace,  the  books  of  Kings 
mention  three  houfcs  built  by  Solomon  :  the  firft  they  call 
the  houfe  where  he  dwelt ;  the  fecond,  the  houfe  of  the 
foreft  of  Lebanon;  and  the  third  was  that  which  he  made 
for  Pharaoh's  daughter :  but  this  laft  we  fuppofe  to  have 
been  only*  a  fpacious  apartment  (N)  added  to  the  firft. 
houfe,  whofe  fituation  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  fix.  For, 
on  one  fide,  this  palace  was  almoft  parallel  to  the  water- 
gatfe  * ;  and,  on  the  other,  there  was  a  communication  be- 
tween it  and  the  t;pmple,  by  means  of  the  terrace  built  by 
Solomon  over  the  valley  ^  Perhaps  the  fecond  was  a 
fummer  retirement^  fince  we  have  it  upon  record,  that 
Solomon  built  it  in  the  foreft  \  and  this  is  all  we  know  of 
the  matter  8. 

Not  far  from  this  palace  was  the  mattara,  tranflated 
prifon^  ;  but  it  feems  to  have  been  a  fpacious  place  or  tri- 
bunal :  foi;,  in  the  court  of  this  mattara,  Jeremiah  was 
confined  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  was  allowed  a  good  deal 
of  liberty,  fince  it  was  here  he  made  the  purchafe  of  an 
eftate  in  prefence  of  feveral  witneffes,  who  figned  the  deed 
of  agreement  *.  We  read,  moreover,  that  afterwards  the 
prophet  was  taken  going  out  of  Jerufalem,  and  by  Zede- 
kiah's  order  transferred  to  the  mattara  again,  where  he  pro- 
phefied  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people  ;  and  the  prophet 
remained  in  the  above  mentioned  court  till  the  taking  of 
Jerufalem  ^. 

It  is  faid  that  the  Nethenims  dwelt  in  Ophel,  eaftward^ 
near  the  valley.  Then  followed  the  hall,  or  place  of  the 
merchants  or  retailers,  harokeliiti ',  who  fecm  to  have 
been  the  fame  with  the  coUybiftae,  or  monty-changers^  a 
fort  of  dealers  very  ufual  at  the  gate  of  the  temple,  whither 
abundance  of  ftrangers  reforted  from  all  parts. 

Little  is  faid  concerning  the  wails  of  the  city.  After 
David  had  taken  *^  the  ftrong  hold  of  Zion,  he  called  it 
the  city  of  David,  and  dwelt  in  that  fort,  having  built  round 

.  e  Vide  Nehem.  iii.  26.  f  i  Kings  vii.  paff.  *  a  ^hron.  viii.  €• 
b  Nfchenrj.  iii.  25.  coll.  Jcrem.  xxxii.  a.  *  Jercro.  xxxii. 

12,  &  feq.  ^  Nehem.  iii.  2S.  l  Ibid.  iii.  i6,  31. 

(N)  Beth  is  often  taken  in  be  underftood  in  the  book  of 
that  fenfe,  as  when  Rebekah  Either,  the    faid    houfe  pro- 
runs    to    her    mother's    heth^  bably  not  being  feparate  nom 
apartment^  or  lodging,:  and  fo  the  king's,  but  part  of  it. 
is  the  houfe  of  the  women  to  ^ 

about 
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about  MIlIo  and  inward."  Solomon  and  his  (\xcCtSot^ 
took  no  lefs  care  to  improve  thefe,  and  to  add  new  works  ^ 
concerning  which  the  hiftorians  have  kft  us  no  particu-* 
lars,  excepting  that  Hezekiah  built  up  that  part  whicb 
had  been  demolifhed  by  Joaih,  king  of  Ifrael ;  and  added 

^  another  without.     Manaffeh  likewife  is  recorded  to  have 

'  •*  built  a  wall  without  the  city^of  David,  on  the  weft  fide 
©f  Gihon,  in  the  valley,  even  to  the  entering  in  at  the  Filh^ 
gate,  and  compafled  about  Ophel." 

Gatii,  In  ancient  Jerufalem  the  gates,  or  fliaharim,  were  ten 

in  number,  viz.  five  from  weft  to  eaft-by-fouth,  and  five 
others  by  north  ;  here  are  their  names,  as  they  are  to  be 
found  in  the  text  and  tranflation  : 

Byfouth,  I.  Dung-gate,  Haafpoth. 

2.  Fountain-gate^  Haain  or  -en. 

3.  Water-gate,  Hapimajim^ 

4.  Horfe-gate,  Hafouffim. 

5.  Prifon-gate,  Hamiphkad. 
By  north,  i.  Valley-gate,  Haggai  or  -ge* 

2.  Gate  of  Epbraim,  Ephraim. 

3.  Old-gate,  Haieflian. 

4.  Fifli-gate,  Hadaggim. 

5.  Sheep-gate,  Hazon* 

As  to  that  whicb  is  (galled  of  the  Valley,  the  entrance 
was  on  the  weft  ;  by  this  gate  Nehemiah  went  out  of  the 
city,  in  order  t6  vifit  the  ruins  of  Jerufalem  ;  he  likewife 
placed  himfelf  upon  this  gate,  or  upon  the  wall  clofe  td 
it,  when  he  made  the  dedication  of  the  rebuilding  of  Je-^ 
rufalem,  by  a  double  proceifion  of  the  people,  one  half 
going  to  the  right,  or  fouth,  the  other  to  the  left,  or 
north,  in  order  to  come  by  the  eaft  to  the  temple.  The 
Horfe-gate  is  placed  to  the  caft  by  Jeremiah  ^,  and  it  was 
through  it  that  Athaliah  went  from  the  temple  to  the  pa^ 
lace ;  but  we  muft  confefs  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  affign  the 
caufe  for  which  theDung^gate  is  omitted  on  this  account  i 
hol^ever,  it  is  fpoken  of  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  wall ; 
and  when  Nehemiah  viewed  the  ruins,  it  is  again  men- 
tioned by  the  name  of  the  Dung-port  ^ 

As  to  the  Water-gate  turning  to  the  eaft,  it  is  likely  it 
unfwered  the  foUthern  part  of  the  palace,  by  the  place  or 
fquare  in  which  Ezra  read  the  law  to  all  the  people  '• 

The  Prifgn-gat^  isj^  in  Hebrew,  Miphkad  ^.  This  word, 
which  is  kepi  in  the  tranflation,  fignifies  vifiMien^  and  by 

*  Jerem.  xxxi,  jS.  *  »  Kingt  xi.  15,  &  fcq.  kNebem. 
Xiii.  I,  &  feq.  1  Ibid.  iii.  %$. 

dcdu^ioxi 
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dedttdioB)  judgment^  corre^lofij  ward,  prifin*  It  is  alfo 
called  the  Gate  of  Mattara,  in  our  ti'anflation,  Prifin-gateK 
It  ftood  eaftward  of  the  palace  and  city  both. 

It  is  plain  the  Gate  of  Ephraim  took  its  name  from  its 
joi.niug  the  highway  leading  to  that  tribe.  This  may 
fefve  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  the  fituation  we  have  given 
of  the  city. 

The  Sheep^gate  furnifhes  us  with  means  of  explaining 
the  word  ^^oCeLrtKi,  in  the  Gofpel  according  to  St.  John", 
where  our  tranflation  has,  **  there  was  a  pool  near  the 
Sheep-market/'  in  the  text,  and  gate  in  the  margin,  viz, 
ifof  Ay  or  'ZB-uAjf.  And  the  tranflation  in  the  text  feems  the 
moft  probable;  fpr  a  flieep^market  was  there  near  the 
gate  of  the  fame  name,  and  feems  to  have  b&en  between 
the  gate  and  the  pool  of  fiethefda^  on  the  north-eaft  of 
the  temple  (T). 

Laftly,  the  Fifhi^ate  "  anfwered  to  one  afterwards  built 
in  the  new  city,  called  the  Gate  of  Joppa,  a  fea^port  on  the 
Mediterranean. 

Thefe  we  think,  are  all  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  either 
9S  it  ftood  before  the  captivity,  or  as,  after  the  return 
from  it,  it  was  repaired  by  Nehemiah. 

The  towers,  as  mentioned  by  Nehemiah,  were  four. 
Indeed  it  is  faid  of  Uzziah  *,  "  He  built  towers  in  Jeru- 
falem, at  the  Corner-gate,  and  at  the  Valley-gate,  and  at  TowirM 
the  turning  of  the  wall ;"  but  how  many  he  built  is  not 
faid.  However,  the  names  of  the  faid  four  towers  were 
Meah,  eaftward ;  Hananeel,  nprth-eaftward ;  Hattanou- 
rim,  0/  tht  furnaces^  weftward ;  and  Ophel,  fouth-eaft- 
ward.  The  firft-named  of  thefe  was  alfo  the  firft-built  p  ; 
near  this  they  pa0ed,  going  to  the  Sheep-gate,  in  the  dedi-^ 
cation  of  the  walls  ^^  the  fecond,  called  Hananeel,  lay 

1   Nehem.  iii.  25.  a  John  v,  2.     Nehem.  xii.  39* 

**  1  Kings  xiv..  13.  *  %  Chron.  xxvi.  9.  p  Nehem.  iii.  %• 

<  Nehem.  xii.  39. 


(T)  Though  Jofephus  docs 
pot  mention  it  by  name,  yet 
he  places  a  pool  thereabouts. 
Mr.  Maundrell  found  a  large 
pmpty  bafon,  of  which  he  gives 
the  following  defcription :  "  It 
is  120  paces  long,  40  broad, 
^nd  at  Icaft  8  deep,  but  void 
{pf  yf9XJ^Xf    At  its  weft  end  it 


difcovers  fome  old  arches,  now 
dammed  up.  Thefe  fome  will 
have  to  be  the  five  porches  in 
which  fat  that  multitude  of 
lame,  &c.  The  pool  is  conti- 
guous on  one  fide  to  St.  Ste-r 
phen*s  gate,  on  the  other  to 
the  area  of  the  temple  (i)«" 


(i)  Maufidrell's  Journey  to  Jerufalem. 
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more  to  the  north  j  and  the  third  quite  to  the  weft. 
From  beyond  this  tower  they  went,  in  the  dedication,  to 
the  broad  wall  p.  Laftly,  from  the  fourth,  Ophel,  a  ward 
fo  called '',  and  the  wall  itfelf  joining  to  it  %  took  their 
name  ;  but  properly  it  is  a  tower  %  fuppofed  to  be  very 
high,  ufcd  perhaps  as  a  watch-tower  ^  It  is  faid  king  Ma- 
nafleh  raifeditup  to  a  great  height";  and  of  this  tower 
Jofephus  fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  **  That  the  wall,  pafEng 
through  Ophlas,  was  carried  on  fo  as  to  join  the  eaft  por- 
tico of  the  temple  *." 

In  mentioning  fprings  and  waters  in  or  about  Jeru- 
falem,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  pool  of  Gihon,  from  Maundrell:  "  It  lies,** 
fays  he,  "  about  two  furlongs  without  Bethlehem-gate, 
weflward  ;  it  is  a  ftately  pool,  one  hundred  and  fix  paces 
long,  and  fixty-feven  oroad,  and  lined  with  wall  and 
plafter,  and  was,  w^ien  we  were  there,  well  ftored  with 
water."  This  remark  helps  us  to  underftand  the  better 
what  is  related  of  Hezekiah  y.  **  He  flopped  the  upper 
water-courfe  of  Gihon,  and  brought  it  ftrait  down  to 
the  weft  of  the  city  of  David."  Thefe  naturally  ran  to 
the  fouth  and  eaft  out  of  the  city ;  but  the  king  turned  oflF 
the  courfe  of  this  ftream,  in  order  to  make  it  run  towards 
the  weft  in  Zion.  According  to  the  Targum,  Gihon  is 
the  fame  as  Shiloh;  neverthelefs,  it  is  plain  there  were 
there  two  pools,  fince  Gihon  is  named  the  upper  pool. 
No^«^  as  there  was  a  lower  pool,  this  laft  might  be  Shiloh, 
of  which  the  upper  was  the  fpring.  Notwithftanding,  one 
might  be  apt  to  think  that  Gihon  was  only  a  bafon,  or  re- 
fcrvoir,  into  which  the  water  came  from  £n-Rogel,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  FulUr's  Fountain^  where  Adonijah  offered  his 
facrifice  *  ^t  the  time  of  his  afpiring  to  the  throne.  In 
the  time  of  Hezekiah  the  water  of  Shiloh,  or  Gihoni  was 
brought  into  the  city,  and,  in  all  appearance,  when  the 
city  rofe  again  from  its  ruins,  it  was  reftored  to  the  fame 
advantage:,  it  is  no  wonderj  that*  Tacitus  places  here 
fontem  perennis  aquse. 

The  king's  pool  is  mentioned  in  Nehemiah,  as  being 
near  the  Fountain-gate,  that  is,  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Zion. 
It  is  called  by  Jofephus  the   pool  of  Solomon,  and   de- 
fcribed  winding  towards  the  eaft.     Ifaiah  fpeaks  of  the 

p  Nchcm.  xii.  38.  q  Ibid.  iii.  aj5.  '  Ibid,  aj,  [•  Conf. 
ibid.  &  H^ibak.  ii.  j.  t  Ifai.  xxxH.  14.  in  the  margin,  «  %  Chron. 
xxxiii.  14.         X  Jof.  Bell.  Judg.  vi.  6.  r  %  Cbron.xxxii.  30. 

»  1  Kings  i.  9*         a  Hiit,  lib.  v.  cap.  i», 
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qld  pool  %  whofe  water  had  been  made_to  run  between  the     • 
two  walls,  and  might  be  the  fame  as  that  made  by  Heze- 
kiah,  barely  called  the  pool  made  ",  which  might  be  named.., 
the  artificial  pool ;  not  but  that  it  was  a  i^ntural  fpring,   * 
but  becaufe  art  had  been  made  ufe  of  in  order  to  make  it 
water  the  caftern  parts  of  Zion.     However,  one  of  the 
moft  renowned  fources  of#Jerufalem  was  the  brook  of 
Cedron,  whofe  head  fpring  did  not  run  very  plentifully, 
for  in  fummer  it  was  generally  dried  up  ;  but  in  rainy  wea- 
ther the  quantity  of  waters  falling  from  the  mountains  in- 
creafed  it  fo  prodigioufly,  that   it  rather   looked  like  a 
river  than  a  brook.     In  the  Hebrew  its  name  is  pro- 
nounced Kidron^  as  our  tranflation  has  exprcffed  it ;  and 
where  it  is  faid,  **  King  David  pafled  over  the   brook 
Kidron,  toward  the  way  of  the  widernefs  *.'* 

We  flatter  ourfelves  we  have  faithfully  reprefented  Je- 
rufalem  as  it  anciently  flood,  from  about  the  times  of 
David  to  the  Babylonifti  captivity ;  for  though  it  may  be 
objefted,  that  Nehemiah,  from  whom  moft  of  our  proofs 
are  borrowed,  lived  feveral  years  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews,  yet  it  muft  be*  allowed  that  it  was  not  raifed  upon 
any  new  plan,  but  only  rebuilt  upon  its  ancient  founda- 
tions. The  walls,  indeed,  had  been  pulled  down,  the 
gates  burnt  to  afhes  ;  but  the  remains,  or  at  leaft  fome 
marks  or  out-lines  of  them  all,  were  ftill'to  be  feen,  and 
parts  of  feveral  of  them  were  ftill  fubfifting.  So,  as  we 
read  in  Nehemiah  y,  "  the  breaches  were  flopped,"  the 
buildings  re-edified,  and  the  whole  city  reftored,  as  much  ' 
as  poflible,  to  its  former  condition. 

t  Ifai.  XX.  IX.        ■Nebem.  iii.  i6.        '  %  Sam.  xv.  23.      7Chap« 
ir.  7.C0II.  vi.  i« 
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